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Module Learning
Outcomes

On successful completion of this course of study participants should be
able to:

o Critically analyse a range of theories about the nature of action
research in order to adopt an informed position as an action
researcher and to be able to address all associated ethical
implications

e Compare the intended educational development to similar work
in the field by carrying out a literature review

e Synthesise the findings from this review in order to refine their
developmental goals and associated research questions

o Design an action research project for conducting the educational
development in practice, reflecting on action and evaluating its
impact

Approach to Learning
and Teaching

This module is structured around the process of action research planning
that involves the identification of the key developmental goals and
research questions, research methodology and methods, addressing of
research ethics, review of relevant literature and an activity plan. There
will be a number of moments through which participants will share their
ideas and provide peer feedback to others. Each participant will have the
support of a local supervisor organised by the local institution to provide
one to one tuition and support.

The approach to the design of the course is based on a didactical design
framework (Hudson, 2008) which extends the traditional instructional and
learning design models by addressing the complexity of the teaching-
studying-learning process®. In particular the aim is to focus attention on
the design of teaching situations, pedagogical activities and learning
environments. This approach is framed within a cyclical process of
didactical design which involves analysis, design, development,
interaction and evaluation.

! Teaching is seen as the activity that teachers engage in whether as course designers, facilitators, coaches
mentors etc., whilst studying is seen as what students do and learning is seen as the outcome of these complex

processes.
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Interaction Development

The learning outcomes are structured around this didactical design cycle
and as such reflect the more advanced stages, in terms of the
classification of levels of thinking of application, analysis, evaluation and
creation, as outlined through Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy?.

This is combined with an approach to development based on the cycle of
action research involving planning, action, observation and reflection
leading to a revised plan and the next cycle of action.
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Educational action research is seen to provide a framework for thinking
systematically about what happens in teaching situations and learning
environments, implementing action for change and evaluating the effects
with a view to continuing the development for improvement.

REFLECT

Assessment

The presentation of work for examination will be through the use of a
digital portfolio. The work will be examined through the submission of:
e a Literature Review of relevant literature (approx. 1500 words).
e an Action Research Project Plan
¢ an outline of how s/he has participated in all the module activities
and a commentary in the form of a self assessment of how he or
she has been able to meet each of the learning outcomes.
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Link to Action Research Project

This module will provide the basis for conducting an Action Research Project and the production of a
written report. The project will be supported by supervision from local tutors and all reports which
meet the quality of threshold of ‘pass’ will be published on the e-Jump 2.0 web site. Reports that meet
the quality of threshold of “pass with distinction” will be considered for publication in a Compendium
of Action Research Reports by an editorial board established through the e-Jump 2.0 Consortium.

The outline of the timescale for conducting the action research projects and for producing the first
submissions of the action research reports is outlined in the table below. The authors of those papers
which are selected for publication in the e-Jump 2.0 Compendium will be invited to revise their papers
in the light of the peer review process within a timeframe that will be communicated in due course.
Further details and guidelines will also be made available in due course.

Week | 11 |12 |13 |14 |15 |16 |17 |18 |19 |20 | 21 | 22

Date | 09- | 16- [ 23- [ 30- |06 | 13- | 20- | 27- [ 04 | 12- [ 18- | 25
wb Mar Mar Mar Mar Apr Apr Apr Apr May May May May

Easter

Conducting Action Research Project (7.5 ECTS)

Trialling and data

collection Analysing data + writing

report
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