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Wikipedia:
a teachers’ primer




People always say to me:
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"l read Wikipedia articles...



Definitions of “use’

® read it + the best place to start

use its references instea




In this presentation

® What is “a free education” in the digital age!




“a free education...’

* used to mean “at no cost [to student]” (19th C)
GRATIS

* now also means “‘to give students and teachers
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“...a free education”

* Royalties paid by DET to CAL for freely
available content continue to blow out

* Educators have barely scratched the surface
of using digital resources
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“We don’t need
your education!’

Or alternatively,

We create free & open
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If people were passing out paints on the street for free every

day, I'm sure thered be a lot more painters.
- Gregg Gillis (GirlTalk)
in “Good Copy, Bad Copy”




Wikipedia is!

e |00% FLOSS, 100% open standards, |00% copyleft

® charitable foundation, volunteers, no advertising, no
royalties, no permissions, available to use and re-use.




“Data to the people”

Wikipedia is familiar to students, but not to teachers;
library databases are familiar to teachers, but to
students.

_The value of open APIs and standards based data is to
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VWhy you need to know

2. It has something on everything




VWhy you need to know

is a global community

It

3.




VWhy you need to know

4.1t is happening now

Page requests per hour for articles and images related to both running mates Joe Biden Sarah Palin
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VWhy you need to know

5. It’s where other (smart) people are already

Reader (%) Contributor (%) Total (%)
Primary education

Secondary education

Tertiary education -
Undergraduate

Tertiary education - Masters

Tertiary education - PhD . 1.5¢ . ]
SEnaE e = Worldwide

unique visitors

Google Sites (includes YouTube) 831 million

UN University (Maastricht) Survey 2008

Microsoft Sites 692 million
Yahoo! Sites 594 million
Wikimedia Foundation Sites 327 million
FACEBOOK.COM 295 million
AOL LLC 286 million

eBay 250 million
CBS Corporation (includes CNET) 203 million

(@fe]gNfelo]g= Amazon Sites 195 million
March 2009 Fox Interactive Media (includes Myspace) 183 million



VWhy you need to know

6. Other institutions (that students should be
using) are already using it too
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

= catalogue”

\ |

« Back to Search results

James Spigelman

Provided by Wikipedia

James Jacob Spigelman AC QC (born 1 January 1946) is the Lieutenant Governor of New South Wales and Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of New South Wales (the highest court in the State of New South Wales, Australia),
which forms part of the Australian court hierarchy.

Provided by Wikipedia
Library items by James Spigelman:

The nuclear barons / Peter Pringle and James
Spigelman

by Pringle, Peter

Published New York : Holt, Rinehart and Winston, c1981

D Book

Are lawyers lemons? : competition principles and
professional regulation / introduced by Simon
Longstaff ; lectured delivered by JJ Spigelman
by Spigelman, James, 1946-

Published Sydney : St James Ethics Centre, 2002
H Danl
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Ioves it until they’ re

2 | Troll (Internet) —
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) mem]
...Someone who posts controversial,
iInflammatory, irrelevant or off-topic
messages In an online community

O e ]

e -

> Qg Mm L o

v jmas e L L L R T e e e e

» Souhh g Pe s DIA b Bt W Sl By AR § 00 s 0l 18 03 Gl B e PRe: Bty & S —

- - amduind b 80 ety W& 56 \and i 3 Wad i P " Dy B 5 Sadl B § @i geih side obe i e+
oo, oo P N L L L e T ——

iy + o 1 ot 00 gag gt egm § e o0 5 semm: e Bl pont St b S | oy 5 MDY W @ g Be

P P T T L L Il N T T N Ty ——
o s b B s

PR w—

i “no—-- b | RO R B 9 BeEan PRy ¥ S W il SEESR | § W 4w 8 = 3 LN
e A I e R R ”




VWhy you need to know

/.t is emblematic of many changes in society

http://underdogpictures.com/wikidoc/



http://underdogpictures.com/wikidoc/site/trailer.htm
http://underdogpictures.com/wikidoc/site/trailer.htm
http://underdogpictures.com/wikidoc/site/trailer.htm
http://underdogpictures.com/wikidoc/site/trailer.htm

Truth in Numbers -
Issues raised in the preview

® censorship, communicating across
languages/cultures, reliability, the “other”,
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Definitions of “true”

® Professionalism * amateur # amateurish

® Fixity - Older = more or less likely?
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Who owns meaning!?

Writer controls the meaning

or




ldeas for Interacting with
Wikipedia in a Classroom

® Read a relevant article as a class and review it
e Gather references for the text of an existing article

® |mprove a shorter article as a class in one lesson
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But make sure to publish your findings!



http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/wikipedia:School_and_university_projects
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/wikipedia:School_and_university_projects
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/wikipedia:School_and_university_projects
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/wikipedia:School_and_university_projects

Featured articles in Wikipedia

Featured articles are considered to be the best articles in Wikipedia, as determined by
Wikipedia's editors. Before being listed here, articles are reviewed at featured article
candidates for accuracy, neutrality, completeness, and style according to our featured
article criteria.

At present, there are 2,311 featured articles, of a total of 2,633,151 pages on the English
Wikipedia. Thus, about one in 1,130 articles is listed here. Articles that no longer meet the
criteria can be proposed for improvement or removal at featured article review.

A small bronze star (y¥) on the top right corner of an article's page indicates for non-logged-in
readers and most user settings that the article is featured. Additionally, if the current article is
featured in another language version, a star will appear next to the language page link, in the list
on the left of the page (see also featured articles in other languages).

Contents

Art, architecture and archaeology - Awards, decorations and vexillology - Biology - Business, economics and finance - Chemistry and
mineralogy - Computing - Culture and society - Education - Engineering and technology - Food and drink - Geography and places - Geology,
geophysics and meteorology - Health and medicine - History - Language and linguistics - Law - Literature and theatre - Mathematics - Media -
Music - Philosophy and psychology - Physics and astronomy - Politics and government - Religion, mysticism and mythology - Royalty, nobility

and heraldry - Sport and recreation - Transport - Video gaming - Warfare

Featured content:

Featured articles «-
Featured lists
Featured pictures
Featured sounds
Featured portals
Featured topics

Featured article tools:

Featured article criteria
Featured article candidates
Featured article review
Today's featured article

= This month's queue

= Main page requests
Featured article log
Featured article statistics
Former featured articles

Shortcut:
WP:FA



Featured Content



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Featured_content
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Featured_content

one more thing...

We have lots of educational resources about
American culture. But relatively little about
Australian culture.










American Institutions:
* multiple file formats (inc .tiff)
* no ambit claims
* no digital watermarking
* default is open for US Gov't.

Australian Institutions:
* low resolution jpg format
* “personal and private use” o\
* watermarking ‘
* Crown Copyright is by "
default closed.
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Mational Library of Australia hla pic-vn4553958-v



Thank you.
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http://www.wittylama.com/blog

