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X. Of the Currents at the Streights Mouth, By
Capt. = = = = Communicated by Dr. Hudlon.

CApe Spartel, and Cape Trafalgar, from the weftein
Ocean, are known to make the 8treights Mouth,
from whence a Current, in the middle of the Channel
(which is about five Leagues broad) betwixt the Bar-
bary and Spanifb Land, runs,at leaft, two Miles each
Hour, as far as Centa Point ; and there the two Coafls
opening about eighteen Leagues diftant from each other,
the Current does not run above cne Mile an Hour,
and fo continues as far as Cape de Gat, which is
feventy Leagues up the Mediterranean. Our Mariners
obferve a Current to fet to the weftern Sea, or the greit
Ocean from Ceuta, along the Barbary Shore; and,
from Gibraltar, along the Spanifb Shore ;5 but that
on the Barbary Shore is generally their common Rout,
not only as being the freeft from Rocks and lefs dange-
rous, but by reafon that the Tide is much fironger, than
it is onthe other Side, which th: fuoncr helps the Ships
out of the Streights, which are the narroweft betwixt
the Points of Grbraltar and Centa . at which Iaft Place,
a Neck of Land extends itfelfa confiderable Way into
the Sea 3 and it’s my Cpinion, and that of others, that
whereas the Current runs, as abovefaid, two Miles an
Hour againft this Neck of Land, the Water there meets
with {o violent an Oppofition in its Courfe, as occafions
it to rebound with {fo much Force, that Part of it re-
turns back along the fame Coaft, and fo out of the
Streights Mouth 5 which, with the fnall Tide that fets
out on the Spani/b Shore, it’s believ’d, mav exhauft a
confiderable Part of that Current, which codtinuzllly fets
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in,tothe Eaftward, atthe Rate I havealready mention’d,
What I look upon to be very remarkable, 1s that inthe
Year 1712, Monfieur du L’aigle, that fortunate and
generous Commander of the Privateer call’d the Phe-
nix of Marfeille, giving Chafe, near Centa Point, to a
Dutch Ship bound for Holland, he came up with her
in the middle of the Gut, or Streights, betwixt Tariffa
and Tangier, and there gave her one Broad-fid>, which
dire&ly tunk her, all her Men being fav’d by the Means
of Monf. du L’aigle ; and a few Days after, the funk
Ship, with her Cargo of Brandy and Oil, arofe on the
Shore near Tangier, which is, at leaft, four Leagues
to the Weftward of the Place were fhe f{unk, and di-
reitly againft the Strength of the Current 5 which has
perfuaded many Men, that there is a Recarrency in tha
deep Water in the middle of the Gut, that fets out-
wards to the grand Ocean, which, I think, this Acci-
dent very much demonftrates ; and pofiibly, a great Part
of the Water, which runsinto the Streights,does return
that Way, and along the two Coafts which I have al-
ready mention’d ;. otherwife, this Ship of Courfe, muft
have been drove towards Cewta, and foupwards. I was
at Gibraltar when this happen’d, where I {aw above
100 of the Butts of that Cargo of Brandy, which were
fent thither from Tangier 4 I likewife {poke with the
Captain. of the Dwutch. Ship, who told the Governor,
myfelf, and many others, where his Veffel funk ; and her
rigng afterwards at Zangier, appear’d very unaccount-
able to us, as it does to me to this Day ;3 for there’s no
‘Poubt but the Ship funk where the Dztchman told us,
fince the Spaniards from the Land, who faw it, con-
firm’d ittous. The Water in the Gut muft be very
deep, feveral of the Commanders of our Ships of War
having attempted to found it with the longeft Lines they

could contrive, butcould never find any Bottom.
1 XI. Am-



