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QUESTION 1.
What is thy only comfort in life and in death?

ANSWER.

That I, with body and soul, both in
life and in death, am not my own, but be-
long to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ,
who with His precious blood has fully satis-
fied for all my sins, and redeemed me from
all the power of the devil ; and so preserves
me, that without the will of my Father in
heaven not a hair can fall from my head;
yea, that all things must work together for
my salvation. Wherefore, by His Holy
Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, and
makes me heartily willing and ready hence-
forth to live unto Him.

For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth
to himself, For whether we live, we live unto the
Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore or die, we are th&Lord’s.

Rom, 14, 7.8.

What! know ye not that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost which ¢s in you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your own ? 1 Cor. 6, 19.
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Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fa-
thers ; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot.

1 Pet. 1, 18. 19,

Who are kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time,
1 Pet. 1, 5.

And we know that all things work together for .
good, to them that love God, to them who are the call-
ed according to His purpose. Rom. 8, 28,

Tit. 2, 14. Hebr. 2, 14. 15, Matth, 10, 29. 30,
1 John 4, 13. Ezek. 36, 27,

QUESTION a.

How many things are necessary for thee to know,
that thou in this comfort mayest live and die happily ?

ANSWER.

Three things : First, the greatness of my
sin and misery. Second, how I am redeemed
from all my sins and misery. Third, how I
am to be thankful to God for such redemp-
tion.

O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death? I thank God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 7, 24, 25.
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FIRST PART.

oo

Of Man’s Misery.
00
QUESTION 3.
. Whence knowest thou thy misery ?

ANSWER.

Out of the Law of God.

Therefore by the deeds of the law, there shall no
flesh be justified in His sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. Rom., 3, 20,

Rom. 7, 7.
QUESTION 4.

What does the Law of God require of us?

ANSWER.

This Christ teaches us in sum, Matth.
22: Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God with
all thy heart and with thy soul, and with all
thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is
the first and great commandment; and the

second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy
3
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neighbor as thyself. On these two command-
ments hang all the law and the prophets.
Love is the fulfilling of the law. Rom 13, 10.

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself. Lev, 19, 18,

Deut. 6, 5.

QUESTION s.
Canst thou keep all this perfectly ?

ANSWER.

No: for I am by nature prone to hate
God and my neighbor.
Because the carnal mind i{s¢ enmity against God:

for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be. Rom. 8, 7.

Rom. 3, 10—12.

QUESTION 6.

Did God create man thus wicked and perverse?

ANSWER.

No, but God created man good, and af-
ter His own image, that is, in righteousness
and true holiness; that he might rightly
know God his Creator, heartily love Him,
and live with Him in eternal blessedness, to
praise and glorify Him.
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So God created man in His own image, in the
image of God created He Him ; male and female creat-
ed He them. Gen. 1, 27,

And God saw everything that he had made : and
behold, i¢ was very good. Gen. 1, 31.

And that ye put on the new man, which after God
is created in righteousness and true holiness.
Eph. 4, 24.

QUESTION 7.

Whence then comes this depraved nature of man?
ANSWER.

From the fall and disobedience of our
first parents, Adam and Eve, in Paradise,
whereby our nature became so corrupt, that
we are all conceived and born in sin.

Wherefore as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned. Rom. 5, 12.

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did
my mother conceive me. Ps, 51, 5.

Gen, 6, 3. John 3, 6. 1Cor, 8, 46, Gen. 3,
1—24,

QUESTION 8.

But are we so far depraved, that we are wholly
unapt to any good and prone to all evil?

ANSWER.
Yes; unless we are born again by the

Spirit of God.
7
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The imagination of man’s heart is evil from his
youth., Gen. 8, 21,

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think
anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency ¢s of God.
2 Cor, 3, 5.
John 3, 5.

QUESTION 9.

Does not God then wrong man, by requiring of
Him in His Law that which he cannot perform ?

ANSWER.

No: for God so made man, that he could
perform it; but man, through the instigation
of the Devil, by wilful disobedience deprived
himself and all his posterity of this power.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree to be desired to make one wise ; she took of the

fruit thereof, and did eat; and gave also unto her hus-
band with her, and he did eat. Gen, 3, 6.

Ps, 51, 6.

QUESTION 10.

Will God suffer such disobedience and apostasy
to go unpunished ?

ANSWER.

By no means; but He is terribly dis-
pleased with our inborn as well as actual sins,
and will punish them in just judgment in

8
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.time and eternity, as He has declared: Cursed
is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law, to
do them.

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die. Gen. 2, 17.

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God. Hebr, 10, 31,

Rom. 1,18. Nah.1,2.8. Ps, 90,11, Rom, 2
2. 5. 6.

QUESTION 11.

Is then God not also merciful?

ANSWER.

God is indeed merciful, but He is like-
wise just; wherefore His justice requires that
sin, which is committed against the most high
majesty of God, be also punished with ex-
treme, that is, with everlasting punishment
both of body and soul.

The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgressmn and sin, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children, and upon the children’s children, unto the
third and to the fourth generation.  Exod. 34, 6. 7.

Rom. 2, 6, 6.
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SECOND PART.

oo

Of Man’s Redemption..

- 4

QUESTION 12.

Since then, by the righteous judgment of God,
we deserve temporal and eternal punishment, what
is required that we may escape this punishment and
be again received into favor?

ANSWER.

God wills that His justice be satisfied,
therefore must we make full satisfaction to
the same, either by ourselves or by another.

Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means
come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost
farthing. Matth, 5, 26.

Ezek, 18, 4. 2 Thess, 1,6. Luk. 16, 2. Rom.
8, 34.

QUESTION 13.
Can we ourselves make this satisfaction ?
ANSWER.

By no means: on the contrary, we daily
increase our guilt.
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For what is a man proﬁ;ed, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul ? Matth. 16, 26,

Job 9, 2. Job15, 15, 16, Ps. 130, 3.

QUESTION 14.

Can any mere creature make satisfaction for us?

ANSWER. °

None: for first, God will not punish, in
any other creature, that of which man has
made himself guilty; and further, no mere
creature can sustain the burden of God’s
eternal wrath against sin, and redeem others
therefrom.

For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels;
but He took on Him the seed of Abraham,
Hebr. 2, 16,
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by
His own blood, He entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us.
Hebr, 9, 12,
None of them can by any means redeem his broth-
er, nor give to God a ransom for him: For the redemp-
tion of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth forever,
Ps. 49, 7. 8.

QUESTION 15.

What manner of mediator and redeemer then
must we seek ?

ANSWER.
One who is a true and sinless man, and
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yet more powerful than all creatures, that is,
one who is at the same time true God.
For such an high priest became us, who is holy,

harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens. Hebr, 7, 26,

The Lord our Righteousness. Jer. 23, 6,
1Cor. 15, 21,

QUESTION 16.
Why must he be a true and sinless man?
ANSWER.

Because the justice of God requires, that
the same human nature, which has sinned
should make satisfaction for sin; but no man,
being himself a sinner, could satisfy for
others.

For since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead. 1 Cor, 15, 21.

QUESTION 17.
Why must he be at the same time true God ?
ANSWER.

That by the power of his Godhead he
might bear, in his manhood, the burden of
God’s wrath and so obtain for and restore to
us righteousness and life.

Who can stand beforelg.[is indignation? and who
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‘ can abide in the fierceness of His anger? His fury is
poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by
Him. Nah. 1, 6.

Rev, 19, 15 16,

QUESTION 18.

But who now is that Mediator, who is at the same
time true God and a true, sinless Man ?

ANSWER.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is freely
given unto us for complete redemption and
righteousness. .

For what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
in the flesh. Rom. 8, 3.

For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim, 2, 5.

Rom. 1, 2—4. 1 Cor. 1,30. Rom. 9, 5.

QUESTION 19.
‘Whence knowest thou this?

ANSWER.

From the Holy Gospel: which God Him-
gelf first revealed in Paradise; afterwards
proclaimed by the holy Patriarchs and Proph-
ets, and foreshadowed by the sacrifices and
other ceremonies of the law; and finally ful-
filled by His well-bel?ved Son.

3
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And I will put enmity between thee and the wom.’
an, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Gen. 3, 15,

To Him give all the prophets witness, that through
His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive re-
mission of sins. Acts. 10, 43.

But when the fulness of the time was come, Gbd
sent forth His Son., Gal. 4, 4.

Gen, 22, 18. Hebr, 10, 1.

QUESTION 20.

Are all men then saved by Christ, as they have
perished by Adam ?

ANSWER.

No ; only such as by true faith are in-
grafted into Him, and receive all His bene-
fits,

For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him,
should not perish, but have everlasting life. He that
believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son, shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him. John 3, 16, 36.

Matth. 7, 13. 14. John 1, 12, John 1%, 9. Matth,
7, 24.

QUESTION 21.
What is true faith?

ANSWER.

It is not only a certain knowledge,
whereby I hold for truth all that God has
14
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revealed to us in His word; but also a hearty
trust, which the Holy Ghost works in me by
the Gospel, that not only to others, but to
me also, forgiveness of sins, everlasting
righteousness and salvation, are freely given
by God, merely of grace, for the sake of
Christ’s merits.

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen. Hebr. 11, 1.

In whom we have boldness and access with con-
fidence by the faith of Him. Eph. 8, 12.

For by grace are ye saved, through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast, Eph. 2, 8. 9.

Eph. 1, 13,
QUESTION 23.

‘What is then necessary for a Christian to believe?
ANSWER.

All that is promised us in the Gospel,
which the articles of our catholic, undoubted
Christian faith teach us in sum.

I believe all things which are wriften in the law
and in the prophets, Acts. 24, 14.

QUESTION 23.
What are these Articles?

ANSWER.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
2 b
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And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten
Son, ourLord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ; suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
. dead and buried ; He descended into hell;
the third day He rose from the dead ; He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the Holy
Catholic Church ; the communion of saints ;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.

QUESTION 24.

How are these Articles divided ?
ANSWER.

Into three parts: the first is of God the
Father, and our creation; the second, of God
the Son, and our redemption ; the third, of
God the Holy Ghost, and our sanctification.

Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obe-
dience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.

1 Pet. 1, 2.

QUESTION 1as.

Since there i3 but one Divine Being, why speakest
thou of three, Father, Son and Holy Ghost ?
16
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ANSWER.

Because God has so revealed Himself in
His word, that these three distinct Persons
are the one, true, eternal God. :
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord,
Deut. 6, 4.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, Matth. 28, 19,

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with
you all. 2 Cor. 13, 14,

Matth, 3, 16, 17. John 14, 16. 17. Eph. 4, 6.
John 10, 30.

00000

OF GOD THE FATHER.

QUESTION 26.

What dost thou believe when thou sayest: I Be-
lieve in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth ?

ANSWER.

That the eternal Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, who of nothing made heaven and
earth, with all that in them is, who likewise
upholds and governs the same by His eternal
counsel and providence, is for the sake of
Christ His Son my God and my Father; in
whom I s0 trust, as to have no doubt that He

1Yy
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will provide me with all things necessary for
body and soul; and further, that whatever
evil He sends upon me in this vale of tears
He will turn to my good; for He is able to
do it, being Almighty God, and willing also,
being a faithful Father.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ. Eph, 1, 3.

In six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea and all that in them is. Exod. 20, 11,

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth
me beside the still waters. Ps. 23, 1. 2.

Our God is in the heavens: He hath done wha.t-
soever He hath pleased. Ps. 115, 3.

Ps. 104, 2, 3. Eph.1,5,6. Isa. 49, 15. 16.

QUESTION 27.

What dost thou understand by the Providence of
God?

ANSWER.

The almighty everywhere present power
of God, whereby, as it were by His hand,
He still upholds heaven and earth, with all
creatures; and so governs them, that herbs
and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and
barren years, meat and drink, health and
sickness, riches and poverty, yea, all things,
come not by chance, but by His fatherly

hand.
18
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Neither is He worshipped with men’s hands, as
though He needed any thing, seeing He giveth to all
life, and breath, and all things. For in Him we live,
and move, and have our being. Acts. 17, 25. 28.

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: ' He
bringeth low, and lifteth up. 1 Sam. 2, 7.

Jer. 5, 24. Ps, 145, 15. 16.

QUESTION 2a8.

What does it_profit us to know that God has cre-
ated, and by His providence still upholds all things ?

ANSWER.

That we may be patient in adversity ;
thankful in prosperity; and for what is fut-
ure, have good confidence in our faithful God
and Father, that no creature shall separate
us from His love ; since all creatures are so
in His hand, that without His will they can-
not so much as move.

And not only so, but we glory in tribulationsalso:
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and pa-

tience experience; and experience, hope; and hope
maketh not ashamed. Rom, 5, 3.—5.

In everything give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you, 1 Thess. 5, 18,

I am as a wonder unto many; but Thou art my
strong refuge, Ps. 71, T,

Rom. 8, 35, 38, 39.
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OF GOD THE SOWN.

QUESTION 29.

Why is the Son of God called Jesus, that is Sav-
iour ?

ANSWER.

Because He saves us from our sins; and
no salvation is to be either sought or found
in any other.

Aud thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall
save His people from their sins. Matth, 1, 21.

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved. Acts. 4, 12,

John 6, 38. 1 Tim. 1, 15. 1 Cor. 3, 11.

QUESTION 3o.

Do such then believe in the only Saviour Jesus,
who seek their salvation and welfare of saints, of them-
selves, or anywhere else ?

ANSWER.

No;although they may maketheir boast of
Him, yet in act they deny the only Saviour
Jesus. For either Jesus is not a complete
Saviour, or they who by true faith receive
this Saviour, must have in Him all that is
necessary to their salvation.

20
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Is Christ divided ? was Paul crucified for you? or
were ye baptized in the name of Paul, 1. Cor. 1, 13,

Col. 1, 19, 20.

QUESTION 31.

Why is He called Christ, that is, Anointed ?

ANSWER.

Because He is ordained of God the Fa-
ther, and anointed with the Holy Ghost, to
be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who fully
reveals to us the secret counsel and will of
God concerning our redemption; and eur only
High Priest, who by the one sacrifice of His
body has redeemed us, and ever liveth to
make intercession for us with the Father;
and our eternal King, who governs us by His
word and spirit, and defends and preserves us
in the redemption obtained for us.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach de-
liverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord. Luk. 4, 18. 19,

But this man, because He continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore He is able also
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for
them. Hebr. 7, 24, 25. X

2!
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And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.
i Luk, 1, 33.
Luk. 7, 16, Acts 10, 38. Hebr, 10, 14. 1 John

2, 1.
QUESTION 32.
But why art thou called a Christian?
ANSWER.

Because by faith I am a member of
Christ, and thus a partaker of His anoint-
ing ; in order that I also may confess His
name; may present myself a living sacrifice
of thankfulness to Him ; and may with free
conscience fight against sin and the Devil in
this life, and hereafter, in eternity, reign
with Him over all creatures.

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and
ye know all things. But the anointing which ye have
received of Him abideth in you. 1 John 2, 20, 27,

‘Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven. Matth. 10, 32.

1t we suffer, we shall also reign with Him,

) 2 Tim. 2, 12.

Rom, 12,1. Eph. 6, 12, 1 Cor. 16. 10. 2 Cor.
1,21.22. 1, Tim. 1,18,19. Acts 11, 26,

QUESTION 33.

Why is He called God’s only begotten Son, since
we also are the children of God ?

ANSWER.

Because Christ alone is the eternal Son
2
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of God; but we are children of God by adop-
tion through grace for His sake.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only

begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth,
John 1, 14,

But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power to become the sons of God. John 1, 12.

John 8, 58.

QUESTION 34.
Why callest thou Him our Lord?

ANSWER.

Because, not with silver or gold, but
with His precious blood, He has redeemed
and purchased us, body and soul, from sin
and from all the power of the Devil, to be
His own.

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assured-
ly, that God nath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ. Acts 2, 36.

1 Pet. 1, 18, 19. Hebr. 2, 14, 15.
QUESTION 3s5.

What is the meamng of: Conceived by the Holy
_Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary ?

ANSWER.

That the eternal Son of God, who is and

continues true and eternal God, took upon
23
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Him the very nature of man, of the flesh and
blood of the Virgin Mary, by the operation
of the Holy Ghost; so that He also might be
the true seed of David, like unto his brethren
in all things, sin excepted.

And the angel answered and said unto her, The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called
the Son of God. Luk. 1, 35,

For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities: but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Hebr, 4, 15,

Rom, 1, 3. 4. Rom. 9, 5. John 1, 14, Phil, 2,
6. 7. Hebr, 2, 17,

QUESTION 36.

What benefit dost thou receive from the holy con-
ception and birth of Christ?

ANSWER.

That He is our Mediator, and with His
innocence and perfect holiness covers, in the
sight of God, my sin, wherein I was con-
ceived.

For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. 2, 5.

Rom. 8, 3. 1 Pet, 1,19, 2 Cor. 5, 21.

QUESTION 37.

What dost thou understand by the word: Suf~
Sered?
4
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ANSWER.

That all the time He lived on earth, but
especially at the end of His life, He bore, in
body and soul, the wrath of God against the
sin of the whole human race; in order that
by His passion, as the only atoning sacrifice,
He might redeem our body and soul from
everlasting damnation, and obtain for us the
grace of God, righteousness, and eternal life.

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are
out of joint: my heart is like wax: it is melted in the
midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a

potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; they
pierced my hands and my feet. Ps. 22, 14—16.

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death,
Matth. 26, 38,

For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him. 2 Cor. 5, 21.

1 Pet. 2, 24, 1 John 2, 2, Hebr. 5, 7, 8.

QUESTION 38.
Why did He suffer under Pontius Pilate, as judge?

ANSWER.

That He, being innocent, might be con-
demned by the temporal judge, and thereby
deliver us from the severe judgment of God,
to which we are exposed.

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing,

but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and
%



Heidelber’d Catechism.

washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am
innocent of the blood of this just persoa: see ye to it,
atth, 27, 24.

Luke 23, 14.°15. John 18, 38, John 19, 4.

QUESTION 39.

Is there anything more in His having been eruci-
fied, than if He had died some other death?

ANSWER.

Yes: for thereby I am assured, that He
took on Himself the curse which lay upon
me ; because the death of the cross was ac-
cursed of God.

Christ hath redeemed us from the carse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is
every one that hangeth on a tree. Gal. 3, 13,

Deut, 21, 22. 23.

QUESTION 4o.
Why was it necessary for Christ to suffer death?

ANSWER.

Because, by reason of the justice and
truth of God, satisfaction for our sins could
be made no otherwise than by the death of the
Son of God.

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil

thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereot thou shalt surely die., Gen. 2, 17.

Hebr, 1, 14, 15, Rom. 1, 32.
26
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QUESTION 41.
Why was He buried ?
ANSWER.

To show thereby that He was really
dead.

And He made His grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in His death; because He had done no
violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth,

‘ Isa. 53, 9.

1 Cor. 15, 3. 4.

QUESTION 43.
Since then CkLrist died for us, why must we also
die ?
ANSWER.

Our death is not a satisfaction for our
gin, but only a dying to sins and entering in-
to eternal life.

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gaip.
Phil, 1, 21,
QUESTION 43.

What further benefit do we receive from the sacri-
fice and death of Christ on the cross?

ANSWER.

That by His power our old man is with
Him crucified, slain and buried ; that so the
evil lusts of the flesh may no more reign in
us, but that we may offer ourselves unto Him
a sacrifice of thanksgi;ing.
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Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might.be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. Rom. 6, 6.

2 Cor, 6, 15. Rom, 12, 1. 2. Rom. 6, 12, 13,
QUESTION 44.
Why is it added: He descended into hell ?
ANSWER.

That in my greatest temptations I may
be assured that Christ, my Lord, by His in-
expressible anguish, pains, and terrors which
He suffered in His soul on the cross and be-
fore, has redeemed me from the anguish and
torment of hell.

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the
floods of ungodly men made me afraid. The sorrows
of hell compassed me about: the snares of death pre-
vented me, Ps. 18, 4, 5.

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say,
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Matth, 27, 46.

Hos. 13, 14, Ps. 116, 3,

QUESTION 4s.

What benefit do we receive from the Resurrection
of Christ ?

ANSWER.

First, by His resurrection He has over-
come death, that He might make us par-
takers of the righteousness which by His
death He has obtained for us. Secondly, we

b~}
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also are now by His power raised up to a new
life. Thirdly, the resurrection of Christ is to
us a sure pledge of our blessed resurrection.

Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 15, 54, 55, 57.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to His abundant mercy, hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Pet. 1, 3.

1 Cor. 15, 20. 21, Rom. 4, 25. Rom. 6, 4. 5.
Rom. 8, 11.

QUESTION 46.

How dost thou understand the words: He as-
cended into heaven ?

ANSWER.

That Christ, in sight of His disciples,
was taken up from the earth into heaven ;
and in our behalf there continues, until He
shall come again to judge the living and the
dead.

And when He had spoken these things, while
they beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received
Him out of their sight, Acts 1, 9,

And theu shall appear the sign of the Son of man
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

) Matth, 24, 30.

Col. 3, 1.
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QUESTION 47,

Is not then Christ with us even unto the end of
the world, as He has promised ?

ANSWER.

Christ is true Man and true God: accord-
ing to His human nature, He is now not on °
earth; but according to His Godhead, majes-
ty, grace, and Spirit, He is at no time ab-
sent from us.

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world. Matth, 28, 20.

For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye
have not always. Matth, 26, 11.

John 16, 28, Matth, 18, 20, Hebr. 8, 4, John
14, 18,
. QUESTION 48.

But are not, in this way, the two natures in
Christ separated from one another, if the Manhood be
not wherever the Godhead is?

ANSWER.

By no means; for since the Godhead is
incomprehensible and everywhere present, it
must follow that it is indeed "beyond the
bounds of the Manhood which it has assum-
ed, but is yet none the less in the same also,
and remains personally united to it.

Nathanael saith unto Him, whence knowest thou

me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that

" Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I
saw thee. John 1, 48.
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And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there.
John 11, 15.
1 Kings 8, 27. Eph. 4, 9. 10.

QUESTION 49.

‘What benefit do we receive from Christ’s ascension
into heaven?

ANSWER.

First, that He is our Advocate in the
presence of His father in heaven. Secondly,
that we have our flesh in heaven, as a sure
pledge, that He, as the Head, will also take
us, His members, up to Himself. Thirdly,
that He sends us His Spirit, as an earnest,
by whose power we seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God, and not things on the earth.

And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, 1 John 2, 1,

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Com-
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, 1 will
send Him unto you, John 16, 7,

John 14, 2, 8. Hebr. 9, 24. Rom. 8, 31, John'
17, 24. 2Cor, 1, 21. 22, Col. 38, 1,

QUESTION 50.
Why is it added: And sittetk at the right hand of
God ?
s al
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ANSWER.

Because Christ ascended into heaven for
this end, that He might there appear as
Head of His Church, by whom the Father
governs all things.

Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right

hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being
made subject unto Him., 1 Pet 3, 22.

Eph. 1, 20—23. John 5, 22. 23. Ps. 110, 1.
Matth. 26, 64,

QUESTION 51,

What benefit do we receive from this glory of our
Head, Christ ?

ANSWER.

First, that by His Holy Spirit He sheds
forth heavenly gifts in us, His members;
then, that by His power He defends and pre-
serves us against all enemies.

Wherefore He saith, When He ascended up on
high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men, Eph, 4,8

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall

never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand. John 10, 28.

Ps. 110, 1, 2, 1 Cor. 15, 25. 26.
QUESTION s5a.

" What comfort is it to thee, that Christ shall come
again to judge the quick and the dead ?
32
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ANSWER.

That in all my sorrows and persecu-
tions, with uplifted head, I look for the self-
same One¢, who has before offered Himself for
me to the judgment of God and removed
from me all curse, to come again as Judge
from heaven; who shall cast all His and my
enemies into everlasting condemnation, but
shall take me, with all His chosen ones, to
Himself, into heavenly joy and glory.

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence
_also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Phil. 3, 20.

And when these things begin to come to pass,
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your re-
demption draweth nigh, Luk. 21, 28,

Then shall the King say unto them on His right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

Matth. 25, 34.

Matth. 25, 41, 1 Thess, 4, 16, 2 Thess, 1, 6—10.

Rev. 21, 1—17. Rev, 20, 10.

000

OF GOD THE HOLY GHOST.
QUESTION 53.

What dost thou believe concerning the Holy
Ghost ?

ANSWER.

First, that He is co-eternal God with
the Father and the Son. Secondly, that He
8
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is also given unto me; makes me by a true
faith partaker of Christ and all His benefits;
comforts me; and shall abide with me forever.

But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled

thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, thou hast not lied
unto men, but unto God. Acts 5, 3, 4.

And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with you for-
ever. John 14, 16.

1 John 4,13, Eph. 1, 13. Acts 9, 31. Gal. 3,
14. Rom. 8,9. 1 John 2, 27,

QUESTION 54.

What dost thou believe concerning the Holy
Catholic Church?

ANSWER.

That, out of the whole human race,
from the beginning to the end of the world,
the Son of God, by His Spirit and word,
gathers, defends and preserves for Himself
unto everlasting life, a chosen communion, in
the unity of the true faith; and that I aru, and
forever shall remain, a living member of the
same.

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew
forth the pralses of Him who hath called you out of
darkness into ITis marvellous light, 1 Pet. 2

. Upon this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it, Matth, 16, 18,
o
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Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever. Ps. 23, 6.

. Rev. 5,9, Rom. 8, 16,

QUESTION s55.

What dost thou understand by the communion of
saints ?

ANSWER.

First, that believers, all and every one,
as members of Christ have part in Him and
in all His treasures and gifts; secondly, that
each one must feel himself bound to use his
gifts, readily and cheerfully, for the advan-
tage and welfare of other members.

That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us:

and truly our fellowship is with-the Father, and with
His Son Jesus Christ. 1 John 1, 3.

As every man hath received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God. 1 Pet. 4, 10.

Acts 2,44—47, 1Pet. 2, 5. 1 Cor. 12, 15—21,

QUESTION 56.

What dost thou believe concerning the forgiveness
of sins ?

ANSWER.
That God, forthe sake of Christ’s satisfac-

tion, will no more remember my sins, neither

the sinful nature with which I have to
35
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struggle all my life long; but graciously im-
parts to me the righteousness of Christ, that
I may nevermore come into condemnation.

In whom we have redemption through His blood,

the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His
grace. Eph.1, 7.
He that believeth on Him, is not condemned.

) John 3, 18,
Rom. 4, 7. 8, (Ps. 32.)

QUESTION 57.

What comfort does the resurrection of the body
afford thee? )

ANSWER.

That not only my soul, after this life,
shall be immediately taken up to Christ its
Head; but also that this my body, raised by
the power of Christ, shall again be united
with my soul, and made like unto the glo-
rious body of Christ.

And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee,

To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. Luk. 23, 43.

‘We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be

absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord,
2 Cor. 5, 8,

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be

fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the

working whereby He is able even to subdue all things
unto himself, Phil. 3, 21,

John 5, 28, 29, Job 19, 25—217,

.QUESTION 58.

What comfort hast thou from the article of the Iife
everlasting 9
36
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ANSWER.

That, inasmuch as I now feel in my
heart the béginning of eternal joy, T shall
after this life possess complete bliss, such as
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
hath entered into the heart of man; therein
. to praise God for ever.

But ourselves, which have the first-fruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, wait-
ing for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body. Rom. 8, 23.

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love Him. 1 Cor. 2, 9.

1 Pet. 1,8. Pev. 7,15, 1 Cor. 13, 10.
QUESTION 59.

But what does it help thee now, that thou be-
lievest all this ?

ANSWER.
That I am righteous in Christ before

God, and an heir of eternal life.

That being justified by His grace, we should be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Tit. 8, 7.

QUESTION 6éo.
How art thou righteous before God ?
ANSWER.

Only by true faith in Jesus Christ.

That is: although my conscience accuse e,
3
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that I have grievously sinned against all the
commandments of God, and have never kept
any of them, and that I am still prone al-
ways to all evil, yet God, without any merit
of mine, of mere grace, grants and imputes
to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness
and holiness of Christ, as if I had never com-
mitted nor had any sin, and had myself ac-
complished all the obedience which Christ
has fulfilled for me, if only I accept such
benefit with a believing heart.

For the good that I would, I do not; but the evil
which I would not, that 1 do, Rom. 7, 19,

For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God : Not of works,
lest any man should boast. Eph. 2, 8. 9,

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by
faith without the deeds of the law, Rom, 8, 28,

Gal. 2, 16. @Gal. 3, 22. Rom. 4, 6, Rom. 10, 10°
Isa. 1, 18. Ps. 32,1, 2.

QUESTION 61.

Why sayest thou, that thou art righteous only by
faith ?

ANSWER.

Not that I am acceptable to God on ac-
count of the worthiness of my faith; but be-
cause only the satisfaction, righteousness and
holiness of Christ is my righteousness before

38



Heidelberg Catechism.

. .
God, and I can receive the same and make it
my own in no other way than by faith only.

What hast thou that thou didst not receive ?
1 Cor. 4, 7.

Not having mine own righteousness, which is of
the law. but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith,

- Phil. 3, 9.

1 Cor. 1, 30. 1 John 5, 10. Hebr. 11, 6.
QUESTION 62.

But why cannot our good works be the whole or
part of our righteousness before God ?

ANSWER.

Because the righteousness which can
stand before the judgment-seat of God,
must be perfect throughout and wholly con-
formable to the divine law; whereas even
our best works in this life are all imperfect
and defiled with sin.

We are all as an unclean thing, and all our right-
eousness are as filthy rags. Isa. 64, 6.

Jak. 2,10, Gal 3, 10. Ps. 143, 2.

QUESTION 63.

How is it that our good works merit nothing,
while yet it is God’s will to reward them in this life
and in that which is to come?

ANSWER.

The reward comes not of merit, but of

grace .
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¥
So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those
things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofit-
able servants: we have done that which was our duty
to do. Luk. 17, 10,

Rom. 11, 16,

QUESTION 64.
But does not this doctrine make men careless and
profane ?

ANSWER.

No, for it is impossible that those who
are implanted into Christ by true faith,
should not bring forth fruits of thankfulness.

Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound ?
God forbid, How shall we, that are dead to sin, live
any longer therein? Rom., 6, 1. 2,

A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit.
. Matth, 7, 18.
John 15, 5,

ceo -

OF THE HOLY SACRAMENTS.
QUESTION 6s5.

Since then we are made partakers of Christ, and
all His benefits, by faith only, whence comes this
faith ?

ANSWER.
The Holy Ghost works it in our hearts
40
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by the preaching of the Holy Gospel, and

confirms it by the use of the Holy Sacraments.
That by two immutable things, in which it was

impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong con-

solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the
hope set before us. Hebr. 6, 18.

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God. Rom. 10,17.

Rom. 4, 11.

QUESTION 66.
What are the Sacraments?

ANSWER.

The Sacrements are visible, holy signs
and seals, appointed of God for this end,
that by the use thereof He may the more
fully declare and seal to us the promise of
the Gospel : namely, that He grants us out
of free grace the forgiveness of sinsfand 