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tians, were invited to look upon an 0Ox, that had for two or
three days almoft continually held his Neck ftreight up, and
was dead of a Difeafe, the Owner could not conjecture at 5
whereupon, the parts belongiog to the Neck and Throat,
being open'd, they found, to their wonder, the Afpera 4r-
teriain its very Trunk all ftuff'd with Grafs, asif it had been
thruft there by main force : which gives a juft canfe of
marvelling and inquiring, both how fuch a quanity of
Grafs fhould get in theres and how, being there, fuch an
Animal could live with it fo long.

Of a place in England, where, without petrifying
Water, Wood is turned into Stone. |

‘The fame Searcher of Nature, that was alledged in the
immediately precedent Obfervations, did impart alfothe
following, ia another Letter from 0xford, where he faith :

I was a whilefince vifited by a Gentleman, who tells e,
That he met with a Place in thefe parts of Englazd, where,
though there be no petrefying Spring(for that I particularly
asked) Weodisturned into Stone in the Sandy Earth it {elf,
after a better manner then by any Water I have yet feen :
For I had the Curicfity to go tolook upon pieces of Wood,
he brought thence, and hope for the opportunity of making
fome tryals to examine the matter alitrle further,. then I
baveyctbeen ableto do.  Thus far that Letter,

Since which time, He was pleafed to givé this further Tns
formation of the fame matter, with.a Mantifla of {ome o~
ther Particulars, belonging to-this- Subjeft, in thefe
Words.

I was lately making fome Tryals with the petrifyed
Wood I'told you off, which 1finde to-bea very odde fub-
ftance, wonderfully hard and fixed. If 1 bad opportunity
to Re-print the Hiffory of Fluidity atd Firmacfs, 1 could
adde diversthings about Stones, that perhaps would not be
difliked 5 and Ibope, if Géd'vouchfafe me a little leifure,
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to infert feveral of them infit places of that Hiffory, againft
the next Edition. Here isacertain Stone, that is thought
to be petrefyed Bone, being fhap'd like a Bone, with the
Marrow taken out s butwith a fit Menffrunm, I found that
I could eafily diffolve it, like other foft Stones: and poffi-
bI} it may prove as fit as Offeocolla, for the {zme Medicinal
Ulfes.

Of the nature of a certain Stone, fonnd in the In-
dies, inthe headof aSerpent.

There was, fome while ago, fent by Sir Phileberto Vernatti
from Jeva major, whereherefides, to Sir Robert Moray, for
the Repofitory of the Royal Socicty, a certain Stone, affirm®
ed by the'Prefenter to be found in the Head of a Szake,
which laid upon any Wound, made by any venomous Grea-
ture, isfaid to ftick to it, and fo draws away all Poyfon :
and then, being putin Milk, to void itsPoyfon therein, and
to make the Milk turn blew s inwhich mannerit muft be
ufed, till the Wound be cleanfed.

The like Relations having been made, by {everal others,
of fuch a Stone, and fome alfo in this Qity affirming, to have
madethe Experiment with fuccefs, it was thought worth
while, to inquire further into the truth of this Matrer : fince
which time, nothing hath been met with but an Informa-
tion,delivered by that Ingenious Parifian,Monfieur Thevenot,
in his fecond Toeme, of the Relations of divers confidirable
Voyages, whereof he lately prefented fome Exemplars to his
Friends in England. The Book being in French, and not
~ommon, ‘tis conceived it will not be amifsto infert here
the faid Information, which is.to this effect :

. In the Eaf? Indses,and in the Kingdom of Quam[yin China,
there is found a Stone in the Head of certain Serpents (which
they call by a name fignifying Hairy Serpents )wbich heals the
bitings of the fame Serpent, that el{e would kill in 24 hours.
This Stone is round, white in the middle, and aboutdthe

edges



