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INTRODUCTION

TO THE
Elevench Year of thefe TRACTS

TN thefe Ten years lalt palt, from March 1665, tothis prefent
g March 1675, through Gods afliftance I have publith’c A7xe
fnal Volums of Philofophical Tranfactions 5 the firft Volum contain-
ing the Tranfad&tions of the firffand fecond of thofe years : And now,
to begin a Tenth Volum for the Eleventh year (which intend,
God willing, to col'ett,) Tapprehend ic my duty in the ficft place
gratefully to acknowledge the Ingenuons Supplyes, which have been
favourably afforded we, both by our eminent Domsefficks within
bis Majeftics Dominions, and aifo by Forrainersof fome of the beft
note,

Fromour Learn’d Correfpondents from many parts we have re-
ceived very obliging fatisfation, fuchas dothin a good meafure
anfver our hopes and follicitations publifhed near the end of the
Inrrodultionof our FourthVolum.  If Imay exprefsit by arefem-
Blance, T'may fay 5 Some do freely lay ont their ftrength and ex-
quifite skill to unlock the Cabinets of Nature, to cleave and break
itp the hardeft rocks, and to draw forth the richelt Ores: Others
1re buiied in melting them down : Sowe in refining them, and fome
11 forming them into div evs kinds of neceffury or helpful Utentils.
Many hands and heads ave bufied to {earch into the Origin of a'l
Naiural Bod:es thatave within our Sphere, or withinour Reach ;
trexamine the minuteft principles; and to purfue the largeft ex-
tenr, the general atfedtions, ftates, tendenciesand inclinations, the
contents, the feveral kinds, the operations, and the produ&ions
ofalithe great mafles of Earth, Water, and Aiv and to extort con-
irderable dete&ions from them by Fire, and by other curious devi-
ceg, and by Mechanical contrivances.  Apd thefe do fucceed fo
well, that Chymiftry, whichfo longand o lately was obfcured witiy
un-intettigible Cantingsand deluding Vapors, isnow, in the hands
of Worthy Philofophers, become oneof the cleereft Interpreters of
the moft fubtile abftiufities in Natuve.  Mean while fome are at.
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immenfe labour in purfuit of thelongeft reaches in Mathematicks,
whilft others draw down the moft pregnant branches of it for the
moft confiderable of Human Ufes.

So that fomething is done aiready, and much more may in tie
be done towards the Explication of the Phenomena of Nature by
the #nion of Chymiffry, asit is now become fincere, with Optica!
and o:her Mechanica! aids, and withall the branches of Mathema-
ticks, pure and mixed. Hence we have already obtained a more
rational and clofer Accompt of fine of thofe, which are repuied
Qccult, Qualities, than any of the Feripatetick Schools have ye: gi-
ven of thofe which they acknowledge to Le moit fenfible and ob-
vious.

Othersin a!l their Travels by Sea and Land make dil'gent Re-
fearches into the Myfteriesof rts, and for all Ravities and fingu-
larities ; that fo what is worthy to ke acquired, or (o ke imitated,
and may be attain’d in any one part of the world, may, (asArts
grow, and as knowledgs {preads abroad ) be communicated for
the berefitof 44,

And we arc not deftitute of Learned Antiguaries, who read
much, and ftudy to perfed Chromlgzies, which for fome Ages may
at good certainty record the great Changes of human affairs, the
Revolutionsof Kingdoms and Governments ; the genius, facu'ties,
additions,and humors of Men in all ages ; the Inundatisns,Earthe
quakes, Tempefts, Heats, Droughts, Famires, Peftilences, Epide-
mical Infe&ions and unknown Difeafes, Comets, and other more
firange and unufual Phenomena : Whillk others are re-calculating
the Celeftial Motions, according to theaccuratenefs of Moderndi-
ligence. Our greateft want at prefent is of {uch Antiguaries, as
may throughly undertake to re-examine Pawcirelus, to conficder
the mo® nroper Succedanea,and the revival of Ancient Ares.  Tris
we made bold to recommend in the Preface to our Sixth Volum
near the end.

The Ingennons Arts do furnifh Employments for tre vonunger
Defcendents of generous Familiesy as Limmirg, Painting, Scu'p-

‘ture, Chalcocgraphy, Calligraphv, ArchiteGiure, Navigation, the
Breeding of the belt races of Horfes fora'l fervices, theCicuration
of Anima’s ; the Hortulan and all the other notleft kinds of Agri-
culture, 3sVine-yards, Hor-yards, Mu'berry-groves, Caffror, Li-
uorice, Woade, Madder,¢re. That foali our Centry may be good
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Examples to the Vugar, both in vanquithing lazinefs, and Juxu-
ry alio; asof old, Commanders and Conquerors were more fa-
mous for auftere Sobriety, and more confpicuous for folid Vertues,
than for delicacies of Treatments, and for the fplendor of their,
Equipage.

And yet, fince good reafon requires, that all fhould be careful
to fend in Provifions for them that are engaged in hardier fervices
for their Country 3 and {ince Hofpizality hatha jult praife ; and it
beingalfo a chief point of Pra&ical Philcfophy, to fupply Food
and Rayments, and other Requefts for all Mankind : I may here
take notice, that[ have heard it boldly affirmed, that there isnot
a wholefim Vegerabie in the world, if it be not odious to the guft,
or too ftrong.y Medica!, whoferoots, or {reds,bloffoms or leaves,
fruir, ftems or pulp, may not, by Decoltions, Infufions, or Ex-
tralts, with a mixture of fome Sugar, and feafonab’e Ferment, yield
food or liquors, to fuftain, corroborat, reftore and revive men.
And ’tis believed, that a Juyce drawn from the frefb Sugar-cane,
dothrefemble, and may chailenge, or excel, the richeft wine of the
Grape.

In this Teftimony, Iconfefs, my aim is for the benefit of Famai-
¢4, and our other Sugar-Plantations. e Mesbomins hathaccounred
fufficientiy for the o/d Beverages ; and our Weft-Indian Colonies can
increafe the number of rich Liquors, if they pleafetodoit. We
hear of their Casis of Qrenge-wine 5 and we know not yet, what
their Lemons, or other delicious fruitwill do, We have no news
yet of the arrival in Emgland of Ligons Queen- Pine, o much ex-
vall’d by his judicious paiat s or that the Liguor of it is brought
hitker without decay by any Art.  And we fhould no: defpair of
our own, fince the Durch had the wit to make the tops of our Sage
dryed pals in China for afar more precious Thea, than their cofllv
Thea is tous; and our Baume hath the Bees {uffrage for the beft
Yonv, and our Englith Saffren gives much life to our beft Elixirs,

For Feodz, our late Booksof Cookery do fay too much rather than
z00 1:tle, and declare fufficient!y,that an sngeniofa gula is not want-
ingamongftus 5 and yet none have faid enough of the extens of nu-
rriment in cafes of Neceflity, asin Sieges, and on the Seas in long
ca'ms, or when by ftorms they have loft their Sails, Mafts, Sterns,
2~c,  Perhaps it may be found, trat Sea-plantsand the Earth it
celfmay vield food and bolees’s, as wholefome for nourifhing, asthey
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do formedicine.  All the Seasand Rivers, and all Lands do offer
plenty and varicty for our Tables ; and may, intime,for cur Gar-
nen:s : The Seas to yield as good and {trong Rayments as Euffe
or Mayle 3 asthe dull Inhabitants of large Territories inthe Nirth
had the wit, long firce, and have to this day, to wear fhoes and
boots of Fifbes skins, {» cleaverly fow'd, that their Seams are not
eafily to be fourd, faith M. Martinier in his New Voyage into the
Northern Countries: And that the beft fort of men in Avve Zem-
bla dowear Veltments of rhe feather’d Skins of Penguins, the fea-
thers outwards ; and make Boats and Cances of Fifh-skins ard Fifh-
bones. And weexpe@ better tidings from the New Arts of Di-
ving, concerning the Treafures of the Seas, fuch perhaps as have
layn ab origine, and have perpetual'y increafed by fhipwracks and
tempefts.  Exceilent Volums do offer many Artifices for all occafi-
ons and for all humors 5 and great Ingenv’s wili have the wit, ras
ther to chufe to be Mafters and Inventors of a New and Ingenuous
Artifice, than to {erve our Apprenticefhip for that which is Vul-
gar and proletary : No Statute or Law prohibits aman to practife
an Inventin of his own inany Corporation, if it be for commen
Uti‘ity,and without fraud ; butore maynot fetup a known Trade,
till he hath ferved an Apprenticethip. But Imuft not here, nor
am ] able, to enumeciate ail the Branches of Thilofophy whichare
advanc'd for this prefent age,and prepar d for the future, Enough
is done to quicken honeft Wit, and Induftry, which is generally
moft of all wanrirg in 10oft of them thas complain of Wanr,

A more particular Acconnt of the laft Eclipfe of the Moon, as it
was obferved by the Pavifian Aftronomers | and promifed by ns
in our former Numb.111. Engifh’tont of the French Journal
des Scavan:s.

¥ Auunary 11.1655. aboutfivea c.ock 12 min, in the Evening, in
B the Royal Obfervatory, M.Caffini, M. Prcard, and M.Reemer,
began to perceive, that the Oriental part of the Moon, by Little
and Jittle loft its lights fo thatats £.2¢'s they fow a manfeft
venumbsa ; then at s h, 3.° 50% the limb over againit the Spot
called Eeveliusgrew fo dark, that they a'i agreed, that this wasthe
true beginring of the Eclipfe.  Trey faw yet the little Spot Rice
cioli, whichdifappearednot till 15’ afrer; and fo the Shadow ad-
vanced from fpot to fpot unto tie cther oppofite iimb of the
Moop, according to the order below rarticulariz’d,
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