(398 )

Lifter, Coil. Med. Lond. & S.R.S. giving am Account of
a Roman Pottery, near Leeds in Yorkfhire, VI, 4
Lester from Sir Robert Sibbald 2o Dr. Martin Lifter,
Coll. Med.Lond. & S.R S. containing an Account of feve-
ral Shells obferved by him in Scotland. IX. An Ac.
count of Books. Zhe Titles of fome late Books of Dr.
Lifter, not Accounted for in the Ttanfations, and of
which mention is made in one of the Letters, X. Juli.
as Celfus de vita & Rebus Geftis Fulii Cefaris ex Muit
co Foan Georgii Grevii IierataEditio cum Indice Rerum
Uberrimo.

L An Account of Four forts of firange Beans,
frequently caft on Shoar on the Orkney Ifles,
with fome ConjeSiures about the way of their
being brought thither from Jamaica, where
Three forts of them grow. By Hans Sloane,
Coll. Med. Lond. & §. R. S.

Had feveral times heard of firange Beans was throwa up
A by the Sea on the Iflands,on the North-weft parts of Scor-
land, efpecially thofe of them who are moft expofed to the
Waves of the great Ocean ;- they are thrown up pretey fre-
quently in great Numbers, and are no otherwife regarded
then as they ferve co make Snuff-Boxes. They are not men-
tioned by any Author I know of, excepting Sir Robert Sibbald
in his Prodr. Hift. nat.Scot.p.55. part 2. where they are called
Phafeoli Mvlucani, and Mr. Fames Wallace of Kirkwall, in his
late Defcription of the Ifles of Orkney, p. 14. where tiere are
Four forts Figured, by the Name of Molucca Beans.

I had avery great defire to fee what thefe Beans were, and
fent feveral times into Scotland, to get of them fent me hicher,
but never could obtain it, till lately Dr.Geo.Garden of Aberder:,
did me the favour to fend me four forts of them very frefh
and little injured by the Sea; Three of thefe Beans grow in
Famaica-where I gathered them, and bave mentioneid them
in my Cataiogue cf the Plantsof that Ifland. Thy
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The Firft is what is called there commonly Cocoons, by me>
p. 68. Phafeolss maximus perennis, folio decompofiro lvbo, maximo
contorto. It is well Figured by the name Perine Kaknvalis,
in the Hortas Malabaricus, part 8.p. §9. and ill Figured in the
laft place among thofe Molucco Beans, in that Defcription of
the Orkney Hles before taken Notice of ; it is alfo mentioned
by Sir Robert Sibbald in p. penult. of his Pr. Nat. Hift. Sco-
tie, by the Name, Nux Indicaex qua Pyxides pro pulvere fter-
nutatorio parant, and grows in both the hot Eaft and Wef In-
dies, asmay be feen by perufing the AuthorsTreating of it,and
Cited in my Catalogue. This I am told is calt up on the
Coaft of Kerryin Ireland.

The Second fort of Bean fent from Scotland, and figured in
the Second place among the Molucco Beans,in the Delcription
of the Orkney Ifles, is whatin Jamaica we callcommonly Horfe-
Eye-Bean, fromits Refemblanceto the Eye of that Beaft, by
meansof a Hilus or Welt almoft furrounding it. This Bean
is Defcribed by many Authors, as may be fcen in the fame
Catalogue, . 68, & 69. And likewife is common tothe het
parts of the Eaf and Weft Indies, as may be gathered from
the Authors menticning it, and there cited.

The Third kind of Bean fent from the fame place, was
that kind which in Famaicais called Afb-colonred-Nickar, from
its being perfeétly round and very like a Nickar, {uch as Boys
ufe to play withal. This is likewife common to the hot
parts of the Eaf and Weft-Indies, as may be feenby the feve.
ral Authors mentioned in thefame Catalogue,p.144 & 145,

The Fourth fort of Bean, which isFiguredin the Defcript.
of the Orkney-1fles in the 3d. place, Inever faw grow, but have
jeen feveral of themin Colleé&ions of rare Fruits,it is well De-
fcribed and ill Figured by Clufius, Exot. lih.2.cap. 16.p.41. with
the Title to it, Frucius exot. 9.a Fac. Gareto acceptus, and is the
Frullus exot. orbicularis, [ulcis nervijq; diftinitus 4% fen fruitus
alter [plendens quatnor fulci; diftinétus. C. B. Pin. p. 405. Wiisre
this grows Authors are filent.

How thefe feveral Beans fhould come to the Seozch Ifles,and
cne of them to Ireland, feems very hard to determine.  Itis
very eafie to conceive, that growing in Famaicainths Woods,
they may either fall from the Tregs into the Rivers,or beany

other way conveyed by-theminto theSea: Itislikewile eafie

:0 believe, that being got to Sea,and floating in it in the neigh-
bourhood
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bourhood of thatifland,they may be carried fromthence by the
Wind andCurrent,which meeting with a ftop on the main Con-
tinent of Am. is forced throughthe Gulph of Florida,or Canal of
Bibama,going there conftantly E.and into the N. American Sea;
for the Lenticula marina [erratis foliis,Lob.or SargafJo grows on the
Rocks about Famaics,and is carried by the Winds and Current
(which forthe moft part go impetuoufly thefame way towards
theCoaftof Florida, and thence into the Northern Am. Ocean,
whereas I mention p.4.of myCatal.itlyes very thick on the Sur-
face ofthe Sea: Burhow they fhould come the reft of theirVoy-
age Icannot tell, unlefs it be thought reafonable, that as Ships
when they go South expect a trade Eafterly Wind, o when
they come North, they expeét and generally find a Wefterly
Wind,for at leaft two parts of three of the whole Year fothat
the Beans being brought North by the Current from the Gulf
of Florida,are putinto thefe Wefterly Winds way,and may be
{zppofed by this meansat laft to arrive in Scotland.

By the fame means that thefe Beans come to Scotland, it is
reafonable to believe, that the Winds and Currents brought
from America thofe feveral things towards the Azores & Porto
Santo, which are recorded by Fernan Colen, in the Life of his
Father Chriffoper, cap. 9. & Antenio de Herera firft Decad, &
2 Chap. of the Hiff. of the W. Indics, to be fome of the Reafons
moved thefaid Chrifopher Columbus to attempt theDifcovery of
the W.Indies. 'Thethings mentioned by them, are 1. a piece of
Wood ingenioufly wrought, but not with Iron, Ingegnofamente
lavorato, ma non con ferro, takenup by Martin Vicenzo a Por-
tuguefe Pilot, 450 Leagues at Sea, off Cape St. Vincent, after a
Wy Wind of many Days. 2dly,Another piece’of Weod like
the other, taken up by Pietro Correa, on the Ifland of Porto
Santo, after thelike Winds.  3dly, very large Canes, much be-
yond any growing in thofe Parts,being able to contain inone
of their Joints Nove careste di Vino, or Tres axumbres de agua.
4thly, Someof the Inhabicants of the Azeres, obferved and told
him, that 7. Winds brought Pines to thefe Iflands, efpecially
Fayal and Greciofs, which are not found growing in- thofe
Parts 5 and that on anotber of thofe Hlands, wiz. Flores, was
caft on Shioar two Mens Bodies wich larger Faces, and diffe-
rent Afpects from Chiiftians;  and that at Capo dells Verga
were oncs {een two Canoas or Barks with Cabins, which were
belizvedto be forced to Sea, whenaccidentally they had been
going from fonie one ifland to another. L #



