
Canticle (St. Francis of Assisi) 

The Canticle of the Sun is a prayer that Francis of Assisi in the 13th Century wrote. It praises the 

beauty of creation and thank God for that. 

General 

Francis wrote his hymn to the creation (Il Cantico di Frate Sole) at the end of his life, probably late 

1224 or early 1225, when he gravely ill at San Damiano in Assisi was. He calls it the people to 

praise God in all His creatures. The authenticity of the biography by Thomas of Celano testifies (2 

Celano, 213). He compares the song with the singing of the three youths in the fiery furnace ( Dan 

3.51 EU ). Celano says, Francis had to sing the song in the hour of death of two of his brothers. 

Some sources [1] assume that the first nine verses were created earlier, and the peace stanza was 

added later. The death of Francis verse was written shortly before his death. 

The song was originally written by Francis of Assisi on old Italian and then transferred by a liter-

ate brother into Latin. Unlike most other texts of St. Francis Canticle of the old Italian version 

has been preserved. Poetry in the everyday language was in the Italian culture of the time still 

highly unusual. The Canticle of the Sun is therefore rezipiert well as the beginning of the Italian-

language literature. 

In the Italian original of "Brother Sun" and "Sister Moon" is mentioned, because in Italian as 

in Latin, the sun Male (Il Sole), the moon is feminine (la luna) is the same goes for "Sister 

Death" (la morte ). German translations fit the text here often in the German language and talk of 

"Brother Sun", etc. The translation is reproduced below, however, literally. 

The Canticle of the Sun is one of the most rezipierten prayers of Francis. It is often considered in 

terms of a pure natural romance. But this is not true, the creation is indeed the focus of the prayer 

directed to God but the Creator. Creation is not glorified for its own sake, romantic, but serves as a 

basis for praise and thank God. 



The Canticle 

Ca n t i c l e  f r a t r i s  SO LI S V EL LAU D ER  CR EATU R AR UM    

I n c ip i u n t  l a u de s  c r e a tu ra r um q u a s  f e c i t  b ea t u s  Fr a n c i s cu s   

La u dem  ad  e t  c um  e a t  i n f i rm u s  ho n or em  D e i  a p ud  sa n c t um  D am i a n um  

Al t i ss i m u o n n i po t en t e  b on  s i g n ore ,   

p r e t e n d  l e  l a ud e  l a  g lo r i a  e t  h o no re  e  l ' o n ne  be ne d i c t i o n .   

Ad  t e  so l o ,  a l t i s s im o ,  k o n f a n o  se ,   

n u l l u  e t  h omo  d i g nu  en e  t e  m e n t o v ar e .   

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  d o  cu n  t u c t e  l e  c r e a t ur e ,   

s pe t i a lme n te  M e ssor  l o  Fr a t e  So l e ,   

l o  q u a l ' è  i o r n o ,  e t  a l l u mi n i  p e r  no i  l o i .   

E t  e l l u  è  b e l l u  r a d ia n t e  cu n  e  g r an d e  S p le n d or   

d e  t e ,  a l t i s s im o ,  p or t a  s i g n i f i c a t i on e .  

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  p e r  sor a  lu n a  e  l e  s t e l l e ,   

f o rm a t s  i n  c e l u  CL AR I T e t  l ' Ai  p r e c i o u sn e sse s  e t  b e l l e .   

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  p e r  f r a t e  v e n t o ,   

p e r  a c r e ,  e t  e t  e t  n u b i l o  se r e n o  e t  o n ne  t em p o ,   

b y  a  q u a l e  l o  l e  d a i  su s t e n t ame n t o  d o i n g  c r e a t u re .   

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  s or t e d  b y  aq u a   

l a  q u a l e  è  M u l t o  e t  u t i l e  e t  h um i l e  p r e t i o sa  e t  c a s ta .   

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  p e r  f r a t e  f o cu ,   

b y  l o  l a  q ua l e  e nn ' a l l u mi n i  n o c t e ,   

e l l o  e d  è  b e l l o  e t  i o cu n d o  e t  r ob u s t o so  e t  f o r t e .   

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  p e r  sor a  no s t r a  t e r r a  ma tr e ,   

ne  l a  q u a l e  su s t e n t a  e t  g ov er n a ,   

a nd  c o -p ro d u c e  d i ve r s i f i e d  Fr u c t i  c on  c o l or i t i  f l o r i s t i c  e t  h e r b a .   

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  p e r  Q ue l l i  p e r do n a n o  b y  k e  l o  t u o  am or e   

e t  s o s t e n g o  i n f i rm i t a t e  e t  t r i b u l a t i o ne .   

Be a t i  Q ue l l i  k e  ' l  s o s t e r r a n o  i n  pa c e ,   

k a  da  t e ,  a l t i s s im o ,  s i r a no  i n c or o n a t i .  

La u da t o  s i ,  m i  s i g no re ,  p e r  sor a  no s t r a  m o r t e  c or p  or a l ,   

d a  l a  q u a l e  n u l l u  h omo  v iv e n t e  p ò  sk a p pa re .   

Acq u e l l i  G u a i  k e ,  n e  l e  M o rr a no  pe c c a t a  m or t a l i :   

b e a t i  Q ue l l i  k e  ne  l e  t r o va r à  d o  sa n c t i s s im e  v o l u n t a t i ,   

k a  l a  m or t e  s e cu n da  n o l  f a r r a  m a l e .   

La u da t e  e t  b e n e d i c e t e  s i g no re  m i ,   

e t  e t  r e n gr a t i a t e  h um i l i t a t e  se r v i a t e l i  c u m  g ra n de .  



Original pages from the Codex 338 from the Fondo Antico the Biblioteca Comunale 

of Assisi preserved in the Sacro Convento di San Francesco, Assisi, Italy: 



Original pages from the Codex 338 from the Fondo Antico the Biblioteca Comunale 

of Assisi preserved in the Sacro Convento di San Francesco, Assisi, Italy: 



Original pages from the Codex 338 from the Fondo Antico the Biblioteca Comunale 

of Assisi preserved in the Sacro Convento di San Francesco, Assisi, Italy: 



Momentum of Francis Assisi 

Momentum used by  

St. Francis de Assisi 


