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Top Stories

Zimbabwe begins vote 
recount
Zimbabwe election officials have 
today begun to recount 23 out of 
210 constituencies' ballots after 

president 
Robert 
Mugabe's 
Zanu-PF party 

accused the opposition party, the 
Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC), of bribing election 
officials. Several arrests have 
since been made in connexion 
with the .

Pope addresses UN in NY as 
US visit continues
Benedict XVI arrived in New York 
Friday, as part of his visit to the 
United States. On the first day of 
his visit to New York City, he 
went to the United Nations and 

addressed the 
General 
Assembly 
speaking 
extensively 
about human 
rights. Later, 

he visited a Synagogue on the 
Upper East Side.

Soyuz TMA-11 spacecraft 
lands
This morning, the Soyuz TMA-11 

spacecraft landed in 
Kazakhstan, with 
three cosmonauts 
aboard. Russian Yuri 
Malenchenko, and 

American Peggy Whitson were 
returning from the International 
Space Station, where they had 

Top Stories

spent six months as the 
Expedition 16 crew.

Featured story

California student arrested in 
criminal threats made on 
Wikipedia
A student at Glen A. Wilson High 
School in Hacienda Heights, 
California was arrested Friday on 
suspicion of making criminal 
threats against students. The 
student arrested, described as a 
male minor by Hacienda La 
Puente Unified School District 
police, confessed to making 
threats against students at the 
high school via a post to the 
Wikipedia article about the 
school.

Wikipedia Current Events

Muqtada al-Sadr threatens a new 
rebellion if a United States-Iraqi 
crackdown against his followers 
continues. 

•Soyuz TMA-11 lands safely 
outside Arkalyk, 475 kilometers 
(295 mi) short of the planned 
landing site in Kazakhstan, due to 
a computer glitch.  

•2008 Summer Olympics torch 
relay: Chinese nationalists 
boycott the French-owned retail 
chain Carrefour in cities including 
Kunming, Hefei and Wuhan, 
accusing the French people of 
racism. Protesters block 
customers with large flags and 
throw water bottles. 

•A South African court blocks 
unloading of the An Yue Jiang, a 

Wikipedia Current Events

Chinese cargo ship carrying 77 
tonnes of small arms bound for 
Zimbabwe, purportedly from the 
Chinese Ministry of Defense. 
According to reports, the ship has 
since left for Mozambique.

French anthropologist 
Germaine Tillion dies at 100
Germaine Tillion, French World 
War II resistance fighter and 
anthropologist has died today at 
the age of 100.

She was born on May 30, 1907 in 
Allègre, Haute-Loire, France.

In the 1950s during the Algerian 
War of Independence Tillion served 
as an adviser to the French 
government in Algeria on its social 
policies, helping the government to 
set up 'Social Centres'. During this 
period, at the time of the battle of 
Algiers, she served as a liaison 
between the National Liberation 
Front leader Saadi Yacef and the 
French government, and helped 
arranged several cease-fires. 
Tillion was among the first to 
denounce the use of torture by 
French forces in the war.

Halema`uma`u crater erupts 
in Hawaii, USA
What began as a new gas vent 
(fumarole) in Halema uma u craterʻ ʻ  
sometime between March 10 and 
March 12 2008, has progressed to 
be the first explosive eruption in 
Halema uma u Crater since 1924,ʻ ʻ  
and the first lava erupted from the 
crater since 1982. The gases 
accompanying the eruption have 
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prompted the Hawai i Dept. ofʻ  
Health to announce no-burn days 
for the island sugar cane 
industries.

The March 19 explosion of the gas 
vent partially destroyed the 
Halema uma u Crater Overlook. Onʻ ʻ  
April 9 2008, thousands of people 
were evacuated from Hawaii 
Volcanoes National Park and the 
nearby villages because sulfur 
dioxide reached critical level 
creating a very dangerous vog. 
The evacuation lasted two days. 
Two more explosions occurred on 
April 9 2008 and April 16 2008, 
the latter spreading a faintly pink 
ash on the overlook parking lot. 
Scientists think molten lava may 
reside at shallow depth within the 
new vent.

Halema uma u is a pit craterʻ ʻ  
located in the summit caldera, of 
Kīlauea, Hawai i Volcanoesʻ  
National Park. The roughly circular 
caldera measures 3x5 km (or 6x6 
km, including the outermost ring 
faults). According to the traditions 
of the native people, 
Halema uma u is home to Pele,ʻ ʻ  
Goddess of Hawaiian volcanoes.

Bus crash in Spain leaves 9 
Finnish tourists dead
A bus accident near the Spanish 
coastal resort town of 
Benalmádena has killed nine 
passengers and injured 35, all of 
whom were Finnish, police said 
Saturday night.

The bus collided with a sport utility 
vehicle on a highway along the 
Spanish coast, causing the bus to 
veer off the road and overturn. 
The driver of the SUV had 
survived, and is being detained on 
suspicion of drink driving. Police 
say the SUV driver was attempting 
to illegally pass another vehicle.

"There were 44 people on the bus, 

and it seems they were all 
Finnish," said a spokesman for the 
Civil Guard. He also reported that 
six of the injured were in serious 
condition. A police spokeswoman 
added that the death toll could rise 
as rescue workers continue to 
search for victims.

The tourists were being driven to 
Málaga Airport on a return trip to 
Finland when the crash occurred 
between Benalmadena and 
Torremolinos. The eastbound lanes 
of the AP-7 highway where the 
collision occurred have been 
closed, Spanish media reported.

A field hospital was set up at the 
site of the accident, which 
provided emergency first aid to the 
victims. The injured tourists were 
then taken to five different 
hospitals in the Costa del Sol 
region.

The bus accident is Spain's worst 
in more than seven years.

Chinese hackers call off attack 
on CNN website
A group of Chinese nationalist 
hackers calling themselves 
"Revenge of the Flame" has 
temporarily called off a planned 
attack on the website of news 
channel CNN. The group had 
organized the attack in protest of 
the network's coverage of unrest 
in Tibet, which they believed was 
overly critical of China and biased 
in favor of the Tibetans.

The group planned to take the 
CNN website offline by flooding its 
servers with internet traffic, in 
what is known as a distributed 
denial of service (DDoS) attack. 
The attack was scheduled for April 
19, but was canceled because too 
many others had become aware of 
their plan.

"Our original plan for 19 April has 

been canceled because too many 
people are aware of it and the 
situation is chaotic," the group 
said in a statement released April 
17. However, they repeatedly 
stated that the attack would 
commence on another day. "The 
attack hasn’t been cancelled; it will 
be carried out on an unspecified 
day in the near future," the 
statement read.

Despite the attack being calling 
off, some had apparently decided 
to proceed earlier than expected. 
On Thursday, CNN reported 
attempts to disrupt its website, 
prompting countermeasures that 
affected the site's availability for 
some users in Asia. "CNN took 
preventative measures to filter 
traffic in response to attempts to 
disrupt our Web site," the network 
said in a statement. "A small 
percentage of CNN.com users in 
Asia are impacted."

CNN and other Western media 
outlets have come under criticism 
from Chinese viewers in the past 
weeks for their coverage of China 
and Tibet. The movement against 
CNN has spawned the website 
anti-cnn.com, which aims to 
"expose the lies and distortions in 
the western media". The site 
generates over five million hits a 
day, according to its founder, Rao 
Jin. The movement also spawned 
the slogan "Don't be too CNN", 
which is the basis for two songs 
that have become increasingly 
popular among Internet users in 
China.

In a statement, CNN responded to 
the criticism of their reporting. 
"CNN's reputation is based on 
reporting global news accurately 
and impartially," the network 
stated, "while our coverage 
through the use of words, images 
or video always reflects a wide 
range of opinions and points of 
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view on every story."

Copy of handbook for leaders 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints obtained by 
Wikinews
Wikinews has obtained a copy of 
the General Handbook for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints. The document, which 
was obtained via Wikileaks, was 
previously only made available to 
leaders of the church.

It provides information on a 
variety of different issues. One of 
these is receiving organ donations. 
“The decision to receive a donated 
organ should be made after 
receiving competent medical 
counsel and confirmation through 
prayer,” says the handbook.

The handbook also explicitly bans 
assisted suicide. It claims that “a 
person who participates in 
euthanasia, including so-called 
assisted suicide, violates the 
commandments of God.”

The guide also mentions 
cremation. The guide says that 
“cremation is not encouraged,” 
although it is permitted if law 
requires it.

The finances of the church are also 
discussed in the handbook. It says 
that "when tithes and other 
offerings are given to the Church, 
they belong to the Lord, to whom 
they are consecrated. These 
offerings include all contributions 
to the ward and general 
missionary funds." It then says 
that it is " therefore improper to 
refund missionary or other 
contributions to contributors."

Zimbabwe begins vote recount
Zimbabwe election officials have 
today begun to recount 23 out of 
210 constituencies' ballots after 
president Robert Mugabe's Zanu-

PF party accused the opposition 
party, the Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC), of 
bribing election officials. Several 
arrests have since been made in 
relation to the recount.

“We have no doubt on the 
insistence of a recount because 
ballot boxes have been stuffed. 
Those ballot boxes have become 
pregnant and reproduced.”
—Tendai Biti, MDC secretary-
general

The ballots are from the 
parliamentary elections held on 
March 29. The opposing MDC 
made an appeal to Harare's High 
Court for the recount to be 
stopped. However it was rejected, 
Justice Antonia Guvava saying "I 
find no merit in the application... 
Accordingly, the application is 
dismissed with costs." Despite this 
MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai, 
who is currently staying in South 
Africa for his own safety, claims to 
have won both parlimentary and 
presidential elections outright.

Opponents of Mugabe's regime 
have accused him of being biased 
and are certain that he will cheat. 
"Clearly these guys have tampered 
with the boxes. They can't deny 
that," the MDC's spokesman 
Nelson Chamisa said. "How do you 
expect us to have confidence in 
the process?".

British prime minister Gordon 
Brown also criticised Mugabe, 
claiming before the United Nations 
Security Council in New York on 
Wednesday that "no one thinks" 
he won the election. Mr. Mugabe 
needs 9 of the 23 recounted 
ballots to be in his party's favour 
to retain a parliamentary majority.

"The vote recounting process has 
started, and it's going to be a 
thorough exercise. We expect it to 

take about three days," a 
Zimbabwe Electoral Commission 
official told Reuters earlier today. 
A team from the international 
Southern African Development 
Community as well as various 
diplomats are observing the 
recounts.

This recount comes after a chain of 
controversies in Zimbabwe 
including arms deals with China, 
suspected violent intimidation of 
opposition and denunciation of 
international opponents.

Zimbabwe arms ship heads for 
Angola
The Chinese arms ship An Yue 
Jiang, bound for Zimbabwe, which 
was expelled from Durban Port in 
South Africa yesterday evening by 
the city's high court, is now said to 
be heading for Angola.

Paulo Zucula, Mozambique's 
Transport and Communications 
Minister, who has been following 
the ship's controversial journey, 
believes that the An Yue Jiang is 
now heading for Luanda, capital 
city of Angola. "We know that it 
registered its next destination as 
Luanda because here we wouldn't 
allow it into Mozambican waters 
without prior arrangements", he 
told Reuters earlier today.

California student arrested in 
criminal threats made on 
Wikipedia
A student at Glen A. Wilson High 
School in Hacienda Heights, 
California was arrested Friday on 
suspicion of making criminal 
threats against students. The 
student arrested, described as a 
male minor by Hacienda La Puente 
Unified School District police, 
confessed to making threats 
against students at the high school 
via a post to the Wikipedia article 
about the school.
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The student was arrested on 
Friday at approximately 11:30 
a.m. PDT, according to a 
statement from Hacienda La 
Puente Unified School District 
Department of Police and Safety 
Chief Al Vasquez made to 
Pasadena Star-News. The student 
made "a complete confession", 
said Superintendent Barbara 
Nakaoka to the Whittier Daily 
News. She also said that "Our 
police officers are continuing to 
work with the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department to determine 
the validity of the threat."

Sheriff's Lt. Victor Sotelo told the 
Whittier Daily News that the police 
filed a "detain petition" which 
recommends that the minor not be 
released to his parents, and be 
held at Juvenile Hall. The California 
Youth Authority will decide what 
happens next to the boy. Lt. 
Sotelo said that law enforcement 
searched the student's home and 
recovered evidence.
 
Administrators' noticeboard thread 
from English Wikipedia where 
administrators discussed a threat 
made on the site.

A Wikipedia administrator by the 
username Dreadstar notified 
others about the threat in a post 
to the "Administrators' 
noticeboard" on Wednesday at 
8:58 p.m. PST, saying: "Can 
someone review this threat to see 
if any action should be taken?" 
John Reaves, another Wikipedia 
administrator, contacted local 
police in Los Angeles at 9:40 p.m. 
PST, and was in contact with a 
detective in order to work with the 
Internet service provider to find 
more information on the IP 
address that made the threat.

“Can someone review this threat 
to see if any action should be 
taken?” —Dreadstar, Wikipedia 

administrator

Los Angeles County sheriff's 
officials contacted Hacienda La 
Puente Unified School District 
police and informed them of a 
threat made against Glen A. 
Wilson High School posted to its 
article on Wikipedia. Two threats 
were made via posts to the 
Wikipedia article: an initial post, 
and a subsequent threat when the 
first post was removed by a 
Wikipedia editor.

The Los Angeles Times quoted a 
portion of the threats: "This is a 
warning. Do not remove this from 
this page. On Friday, April 18, 
2008, there will be a shooting at 
this school. Current list of victims 
to be shot on this day: ...", said 
the initial post. The post named a 
hit list of specific students, and 
also said a shooting would affect 
"a good majority of the badminton 
team and almost every single fob." 
The poster threatened: "Take this 
text down and it will guarantee 
their death..."

While police were in the process of 
contacting the specific students 
named in the threat, a second 
threat was made on Wikipedia: 
"You removed my last edit. I gave 
you a fair warning. Now the people 
listed in my previous edit will be 
victims in the Glen A. Wilson 
Shooting to occur this Friday. Your 
lack of attention to the seriousness 
of my warning will now be the 
reason as to why you will receive 
all fault of this event." The threats 
were later removed from the edit 
history of the article by Wikipedia 
administrator Persian Poet Gal, at 
9:08 p.m. PDT on Friday, after the 
student had been arrested.

“If I had not thought it was 
credible, we would not have closed 
the school. I mean, not one but 
two threats.”—Chief Al Vasquez, 

Hacienda La Puente Unified School 
District Department of Police and 
Safety

All students' backpacks were 
searched before classes began 
Thursday. At the time Hacienda La 
Puente Unified School District 
police told the Pasadena Star-
News that the random checks were 
a precautionary measure related 
to the upcoming anniversary of the 
Columbine High School massacre, 
which took place April 20, 1999. 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold killed 
12 students and a teacher and 
wounded many others in 
Columbine High School in Colorado 
before committing suicide.

Classes were canceled at the high 
school on Friday. In a statement to 
the Los Angeles Times, Chief Al 
Vasquez explained the decision to 
close the school: "If I had not 
thought it was credible, we would 
not have closed the school. I 
mean, not one but two threats." 
Chief Vasquez said that the high 
school would be open for classes 
on Monday.

Pope addresses UN in NY as US 
visit continues
Benedict XVI arrived in New York 
Friday, as part of his visit to the 
United States. The first part of his 
visit was spent in Washington, 
D.C.. He arrived on "Shepherd 
One", a specially dedicated plane 
belonging to Alitalia, the flag 
carrier of Italy.

On the first day of his visit to New 
York City, he went to the United 
Nations (UN) and addressed the 
General Assembly. In his speech 
he urged leaders to solve world 
crises together, though the world 
still remains subject to "the 
decisions of a few," whom he did 
not name. Benedict XVI is the third 
Pope to address the United Nations 
in person.
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The primary focus of his speech 
was about dialogue, diplomacy and 
human rights. He delivered the 
speech in both French and English. 
Benedict XVI said it was the duty 
of every nation to guarantee 
human rights.

"If states are unable to guarantee 
such protection, it is then up to 
the international community to 
intervene with the legal means 
that are provided for under the 
United Nations Charter and other 
international instruments," the 
Pope said.

The Pope argued that national 
sovereignty should not stand in 
the way of protecting human 
rights. "On the contrary, it is 
indifference or non-intervention 
which cause the real harm," he 
said.

The concept of "responsibility to 
protect," has also been 
championed by UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, in seeking 
international action in regions like 
Darfur.

Benedict XVI said that religion 
should not be excluded at the UN 
because it is "a social order 
respectful of the dignity and rights 
of the person." He further added 
"It should never be necessary to 
deny God in order to enjoy one's 
rights. The rights associated with 
religion are all the more in need of 
protection if they are considered to 
clash with a prevailing secular 
ideology or with majority religious 
positions of an exclusive nature."
 
On Friday afternoon, after the UN 
address, Benedict met with 
members of the local Jewish clergy 
at the Park East Synagogue, an 
Upper East Side Orthodox 
synagogue in New York City.

"The Jewish community make a 

valuable contribution to the life of 
the city," Benedict XVI told the 
congregation, "and I encourage all 
of you to continue building bridges 
of friendship with all the many 
different ethnic and religious 
groups present in your 
neighborhood."

Rabbi Arthur Schneier told the 
Pope, that the visit was "a 
reaffirmation of your outreach, 
good will, and commitment to 
enhancing Jewish-Catholic 
relations."

Thursday, Benedict XVI held Mass 
at Nationals Park with an 
estimated 47,000 people 
attending. During the Mass he 
spoke about the sexual abuse by 
clergy. "No words of mine can 
describe the pain and harm 
inflicted by such abuse nor the 
damage that has occurred within 
the community of the church," he 
said. "I ask you to love your 
priests and affirm the good works 
they do."

Afterwards, Benedict XVI met 
privately with some of the abuse 
victims. Reverend Federico 
Lombardi, a spokeperson, said he 
met with five or six abuse victims 
for approximately 25 minutes.

One of these victims, Bernie 
McDaid, told Associated Press (AP) 
about his meeting. "I said, 'Holy 
Father, you need to know you 
have a cancer in your flock and I 
hope you will do something for this 
problem; you have to fix this,'" 
McDaid said. "He looked down at 
the floor and back at me, like, 'I 
know what you mean.' He took it 
in emotionally. We looked eye to 
eye."

Olan Horne, another victim who 
has worked with McCaid told AP, "I 
believe we turned the pope's head 
a little in the right direction."

According to a Vatican official, 
Cardinal Seán P. O'Malley, the 
Archbishop of Boston, gave the 
Pope a list of some 1,000 boys and 
girls who had been abused in the 
Boston Archdiocese going back 
several decades.

"The fact that we finally got the 
pope to actually stand up and put 
a statement on record, I really 
think he set the bar this week," 
said Gary Bergeron to the The New 
York Times. Bergeron says he was 
abused by a priest in Lowell, 
Massachusetts.

Later on Thursday, Benedict met 
with religious leaders of various 
faiths at the Pope John Paul II 
Cultural Center. He told them that, 
"Americans have always valued 
the ability to worship freely and in 
accordance with their conscience". 
He added, "children of all religions 
sit side-by-side, learning with one 
another and from one another. 
This diversity gives rise to new 
challenges that spark a deeper 
reflection on the core principles of 
a democratic society.

"May others take heart from your 
experience, realising that a united 
society can indeed arise from a 
plurality of peoples, ... provided 
that all recognize religious liberty 
as a basic civil right," the pontiff 
said.

During the next couple of days in 
New York, Pope Benedict XVI is 
scheduled to hold Mass at Yankee 
Stadium and visit the World Trade 
Center site.

10 arrested over Ugandan 
school fire as death toll 
reaches 20
Ten people have been arrested 
over a school fire in Uganda over 
possible negligence on their parts. 
The news comes as the death toll 
in the fire reaches 20 schoolgirls. 
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Earlier reports also say two adults 
died, but later sources make no 
mention of this.

Police spokeswoman Judith 
Nabakooba said the matron of the 
dormitory that caught fire and the 
guards at the Budo girl's school 
were arrested, but provided no 
details of their alledged role in the 
April 14 disaster. However, 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni previously commented 
that there are "signs that there 
was negligence by the school 
administration." Nabakooba also 
anounced a police reward of US
$3,000 for more information on 
the blaze, although it is unclear if 
the value was given in Ugandan 
shillings or if the dollar is being 
used as an alternative currency.

58 girls are thought to have been 
in the dorm at the time, which had 
been locked from the outside. 
Some mannaged to escape by 
wriggling through narrow windows. 
By the time fire services reached 
the scene, 15 kilometres from 
Kampala, most of the dorm had 
already been desroyed by the 
intense fire.

It has been suggested by police 
that the fire may have been a 
vengeful act of arson, based on 
preliminary investigations, mainly 
interviews with eyewitnesses to 
the fire. Police Inspector General 
Kale Kaihura described the initial 
indications as pointing to 
"homicide".

A Friday prayer service for the 
victims, spoken at by Anglican 
Bishop Samuel Balagadde 
Sekadde, was attended by by 
thousands. Sekradde spoke of an 
act of heroism by 10-year-old 
Yvonne Namaganda, who was able 
to rescue six of her fellows before 
poisnonous fumes overcame her 
upon her return for a seventh.

First funeral for Elim students
Today, an emotional service took 
place at Elim Christian College to 
remember Floyd Fernandes, who 
died in this weeks canyoning 
tragedy on the North Island of 
New Zealand.

Floyd is the first of seven people to 
be laid to rest after the tragedy, 
where six students and one 
teacher from Howick's Elim 
Christian College died after severe 
rainfall swept 12 people down 
stream.

Floyd's father, Francisco, spoke of 
his loss and memories. He 
described losing his son as like 
losing a companion and a friend. 
His sister spoke of his musical 
skills. And his mother said that 
when they visited Floyd in the 
mortuary, she heard the voice of 
God say "I want to teach you to 
give your first and best fruit."

The remaining funerals will be held 
during the next week. According to 
the college's principal, who spoke 
on Breakfast during the week, 
there will be a memorial service at 
TelstraClear Pacifica in a few 
weeks, presumably after the 
school term starts back.

Zimbabwe bound arms ship 
flees from South Africa
A Chinese arms ship bound for 
Zimbabwe was expelled from 
Durban, South Africa on Friday 
evening by the city's High Court.

This comes after China, soon to 
host the Olympic games in Beijing, 
has come under world scrutiny for 
its human rights record and after 
Zimbabwean president Robert 
Mugabe created further rifts 
internationally by denouncing 
opposing nations. In Zimbabwe 
votes from 23 out of the 210 
constituencies are still being 
recounted after Mr. Mugabe 

suspected opposition leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai of rigging the 
recent parliamentary elections. Mr. 
Tsvangirai claims that the delay in 
releasing the results is because 
Mr. Mugabe wants to "steal the 
election."

Dockworkers in Durban refused to 
help unload the cargo of the An 
Yue Jiang, threatening protests 
and violence if the government 
tried to do it without them. Many 
believed the arms were to be used 
by Mugabe and Zanu-PF to repress 
Zimbabwean citizens. Other 
protesters included unions and 
human rights groups, who made a 
petition for the ship to be expelled.

According to the South African Mail 
& Guardian, the ship contained 
three million rounds of ammunition 
for AK-47s, 1,500 rocket-propelled 
grenades and several thousand 
mortar rounds sealed in blue and 
red boxes.

The South African government, 
which prefers 'quiet diplomacy' 
over 'megaphone diplomacy' when 
handling Zimbabwe said that the 
cargo was legally permitted to 
cross through South Africa, 
Defence Secretary January 
Masilela stated that "if the buyer is 
the Zimbabwean sovereign 
government and the seller is the 
Chinese sovereign government, 
South Africa has nothing to do 
with that". Nevertheless the 
Durban High Court ruled against 
this after an appeal by the 
Anglican archbishop of the 
province.

This leaves South Africa in a deep 
split over its Zimbabwe policy, 
some wishing to follow president 
Thabo Mbeki's softly-softly 
approach, others like Randall 
Howard, General Secretary of the 
South African Transport and Allied 
Workers Union saying that "the 
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South African government cannot 
be seen as propping up a military 
regime".

Soyuz TMA-11 spacecraft lands
This morning, the Soyuz TMA-11 
spacecraft landed in Kazakhstan, 
with three cosmonauts aboard. 
Russian Yuri Malenchenko, and 
American Peggy Whitson were 
returning from the International 
Space Station, where they had 
spent six months as the Expedition 
16 crew. South Korean Yi So-yeon, 
the first South Korean to fly in 
space, was also aboard the 
spacecraft, having spent eleven 
days in orbit. Landing was 
scheduled for 08:30 UTC, however 
due to an anomaly during re-
entry, it occurred at 08:51, 21 
minutes behind schedule. Owing to 
a communication outage, it took 
some time to confirm that the 
spacecraft was on the ground.

A controlled ballistic descent 
profile was used, which differs 
from the planned re-entry profile 
in that it is steeper. The command 
to switch to this profile was given 
by the on-board computer during 
re-entry, after an unspecified 
anomaly was detected. RSC 
Energia, the manufacturer of the 
Soyuz spacecraft stated that this 
profile is considered a nominal 
backup, and that it was too early 
to speculate what caused it. 
Landing occurred 475 kilometres 
short, to the west of the scheduled 
landing site. The same backup 
profile was used during the landing 
of the previous Soyuz mission, 
Soyuz TMA-10, last October.

All three crewmembers were 
reported to be in satisfactory 
health. During re-entry, there was 
an unusually long loss-of-signal, 
which caused concern for flight 
controllers, as well as the 
Expedition 17 crew of the ISS.

Second controlled explosion to 
be carried out in Bristol, United 
Kingdom
A second controlled explosion is 
expected to be carried out in 
Bristol, United Kingdom later 
today. Police have said that this is 
because of the finding of a second 
suspicious object.

Avon and Somerset Police released 
a statement on this development

“As a result of further 
investigations at that location, a 
suspicious substance was 
discovered. 

The EOD (Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal) were called in and have 
decided that the most appropriate 
course of action is to conduct a 
controlled explosion which is likely 
to happen within the next few 
hours.”

This move comes after Avon and 
Somerset police arrested a man in 
the Westbury on Trym area of the 
city on suspicion of terrorism.

Former US President Jimmy 
Carter meets with Hamas 
Leader
Early Friday, former United States 
President Jimmy Carter continued 
his nine-day tour in the Middle 
East, meeting with exiled Hamas 
leader Khaled Meshaal in Syria 
despite criticism from both the US 
and Israel. After more than four 
hours of talks, leading Hamas 
figure Mohammed Nazzal told 
reporters, "Carter suggested a 
truce and that Hamas should stop 
its rockets against Israel."

He added, "We support a truce, 
but Israel should support it too."

A second round of talks were to 
commence later Friday where they 
would discuss the release of 
captured Israeli solider Gilad 

Shalit. Nazzal commented stating, 
"They will discuss details related to 
the price and mechanisms for his 
release, which will not happen 
without a price."

Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Eli 
Yishai said, "I am ready to meet 
with all necessary Hamas 
members" to negotiate the release 
of captured Israeli prisoners.

Carter has been criticized by many 
politicians, particularly US 
presidential candidate Barack 
Obama who commented on 
Carter's visit stating, "We must not 
negotiate with a terrorist group 
intent on Israel's destruction. We 
should only sit down with Hamas if 
they renounce terrorism, recognize 
Israel's right to exist and abide by 
past agreements."

The former president, however, 
rebutted saying, "I think it's 
absolutely crucial that in a final 
dreamed-about and prayed-for 
peace agreement for this region 
that Hamas be involved and that 
Syria be involved."

"You can't have an agreement that 
must involve certain parties, 
unless you talk to those parties to 
conclude the agreement... They 
have to be involved in some way."

Today in History
1653 – Oliver Cromwell dissolved 

the Rump Parliament of the 
Commonwealth of England by 

force, eventually replacing it with 
the Barebone's Parliament.

1862 – French physiologist Louis 
Pasteur and physiologist Claude 

Bernard completed the first test on 
pasteurization.

1884 – Pope Leo XIII published 
the encyclical Humanum Genus, 
denouncing Freemasonry, the 

doctrine of a separation of church 
and state, and many other 

principles, some of which are 
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today equated by most people with 
the founding ones of the United 

States.
1968 – British Member of 

Parliament Enoch Powell made his 
controversial "Rivers of Blood" 

speech in opposition to 
immigration and anti-

discrimination legislation, resulting 
in him being removed from the 

Shadow Cabinet.
1978 – Soviet fighters shot down 
Korean Air Lines Flight 902 after it 
violated Soviet airspace and failed 
to respond to Soviet interceptors.
April 20 is Palm Sunday in Eastern 
Christianity (2008); Ridván begins 
at sunset in the Bahá'í Faith, 4/20 

in cannabis culture.

Quote of the Day
The true secret in being a hero lies 
in knowing the order of things. ... 

Things must happen when it is 
time for them to happen. Quests 
may not simply be abandoned; 

prophecies may not be left to rot 
like unpicked fruit; unicorns may 

go unrescued for a very long time, 
but not forever. The happy ending 
cannot come in the middle of the 
story. ~ Peter S. Beagle in The 

Last Unicorn

Word of the Day
quidnunc n

1. Someone who attempts to 
know all that happens, but 
who is not careful of the 
facts.
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