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	Nick:
	Hi and welcome to the latest “Did You Say Mainframe?” podcast. This is where we talk to technical experts from the mainframe software and hardware areas to come and talk about some relevant topic to the mainframe, and today we’re joined by John Tilling and Colin Penfold from our CICS Development team. John, Colin, thank you for joining us today!

	Colin:
	Always a pleasure.

	John:
	Thank you

	Nick:
	So this podcast is going to be related to foundation elements. Now, we’ve had podcasts from the other main areas of CICS but foundation, I get the impression, is probably the more fundamental points of CICS that our customers are going to be really interested in. So John, can you elaborate a bit on what’s really motivated you in this release?

	John:
	Well the hills have to concentrate really on a specific area whereas foundation really has the remit of looking at the wider picture. So the good thing foundation is that we get to cover a wide number of bases, and a good example of that is in the customer requirements, the RFEs, that we address. We’ve addressed over 80 in this release, and 36 of those are what we call quick wins so these are sort of little niggles, if you like, that we never get round to and it’s been really satisfying to be able to get some of those solved and out of the way. And it covers a wide variety of areas, so for example, supporting EAV volumes for RPL libraries, some stuff on global MQ and DQ, TSD maintenance levels, new statistics, new monitoring, and so forth. So we’ve been able to cover a large number of small RFEs as well as chunkier ones, and Colin has been beavering away in the security area. 

	Colin:
	Yes, in 5.3 in the security, we have been extending the ability of customers to implement single sign on solutions. We started working in 5.2 with Kerberos with clarification of Kerberos token functions, we’ve extended this in 5.3 so that you’ve got the ability to do a sign on with a Kerberos token, and this gives the ability of customers to implement solutions whereby they can flow Kerberos tokens over a VTAM network and sign onto CICS using that Kerberos token, thereby avoiding the flow of passwords throughout the system. In addition, as part of the single sign on solution we appreciate that not all applications will be able to consume Kerberos tokens and therefore we have also implemented a pass ticket solution so that out-bound web requests, for example, can use pass tickets to further flow authentication requests securely out to outside servers. So that is the main work we’ve done in security, so back to John for the other foundation work.

	John:
	Yeah, so the more meatier, bigger items we’ve done have again covered a wide variety of areas, so for example, enhancements to our cloud support – so we’ve got transaction entry points for applications and that allows you to scope a policy  down to a particular transaction. We’ve added DB2 schema support so that you can, without changing the application, you can change the way it’s deployed, and hence when it’s in test it goes off to test data and when it’s in production it goes after production data. And we’ve done some enhancements to recover the availability of the applications – the availability state on a CICS restart. Policies! We’ve enhanced policies so there are new policies for MQ or IMS z/TS amongst others. In the area of flow control, so this is trying to address the problem that when CICS gets stressed it’s perhaps sitting at max task, we want to limit the workload coming in so that CICS has the opportunity to recover from that max task situation. And to go with the work that’s going on in one of the hills that’s to do with Liberty, for regular Java, if you like, OSGi Java we have some enhancements to bundle phase in - which I know is a very popular requirement. And also to satisfy a long-standing requirement to support JMS in CICS, so in this release we can support JMS out to MQ in an OSGI JVM server, and support for Liberty is coming later, post GA.

	Nick:
	So to me John, this sounds like we’re providing extra infrastructure type support for some of the hills like the Java support we’ve got, like in performance with policies, and the deployment side but also, Colin, we’re providing extra routes of security, enhancing our own security which was pretty robust in the first place anyway. 

	Colin:
	Yes, that is correct. We’ve been enhancing this in both the Kerberos and single sign on case, and also enhancing things with SSL as well.

	Nick:
	OK, so if people would like to find out more about this, there’s the announcement letter which goes into greater detail – isn’t there? And they’ll be Red pieces coming out on performance which you’re building into so -

	John:
	Yeah indeed also you can go out on the web when we GA in December, you’ll be able to go have a look at the knowledge centre and go look at the Watson news section which has a great amount of detail, more detail, on what we’ve covered today, and also don’t forget that there will a developer trial version of 5.3 which is free, which you can download free and doesn’t involve single version charging or anything like that, and it allows you to go and have a play and kick the tires and see whether 5.3 has got functions in there that will appeal to your company.

	Nick:
	OK thank you very much gentlemen for joining us today and telling us these interesting points. 

	John:
	Thank you

	Colin:
	Thank you

	Nick: 
	So that about wraps it up for this podcast, for more details please go to ibm.biz/ibmdysm. Join us again for another interesting topic related to the mainframe but for now this is Nick Garrod saying thank you for listening.


