“Did You Say Mainframe? Discussing CICS TS V5.3” Transcript
	Nick
	Hi and welcome to the latest in the “Did You Say Mainframe?” podcast series. This is where we ask technical experts from the mainframe software and hardware areas to talk about a topic. Today I am joined by Andrew Bates of the CICS team. Hi Andy, welcome to “Did You Say Mainframe?”

	Andy
	Hi Nick, thanks for having me, good to be back.

	Nick
	So Andy we’ve heard a lot about CICS transaction server, there’s been open betas, you’ve introduced developer trials in the past. I believe you’re here today to talk about CICS transactions server version 5.3.

	Andy
	Yes that’s right, so this is a very exciting time for us. We’ve just announced CICS transaction server version 5.3 and continuing on the themes that we announced in the open beta and that we’ve delivered in CICS TS 5.1 and 5.2, we’re focussed really in three areas. So that is Service Agility, Operational Efficiency and Cloud with DevOps.

	Nick
	So Andy, I recognise those themes, can you go into just a little more detail into, let’s say, Service Agility first?

	Andy
	Sure. So, Service Agility I like to think of as the ability to do more and to do it faster. So the major investment area that we’ve made here is Java infrastructure in CICS and in particular Liberty Profile running inside Java inside CICS. Now the Liberty Profile is a Java enterprise addition profile so it provides features such as servelets and JSPs. We introduced them into CICS TS V5.1 and we continue to increase the amount of capability that’s available and 5.3 provides some really interesting capabilities in this area.

	Nick
	OK thanks Andy, and we will be talking to one of the experts in that Service Agility area in a later podcast. Could you perhaps do a similar job on the Operational Efficiency?

	Andy
	Sure, so while the Java area was about doing more, the Operational Efficiency area is really about doing that with less and quite often in the CICS and the mainframe world that means with less CPUs so to be able to optimize the resources. And again, we’ve made a number of investments here and a number of very smart people in the team have been able to squeeze out even more performance enhancements from CICS TS version 5.3, especially in the area of web services, JSON services and in terms of CPU overhead for monitoring.

	Nick
	OK, so we’ve covered doing more with less. We’ve also covered the kind of operational sides saving. Now, I remember when we brought 5.2 out, we talked about cloud capabilities but I noticed the thing that’s changed just a little bit so perhaps you can elaborate a little more on the Cloud with DevOps?

	Andy
	Sure that’s a great spot Nick. So we’ve moved from cloud enablement which was really about the introduction of our core cloud technology, so that’s the applications platforms and policy technology to Cloud with DevOps. And really this was about the feedback that we got from the cloud technology was that it was a fantastic, very powerful technology but some of the process around it could be a bit time consuming. So what we’ve done is invest in the DevOps area, particularly in the ability to automate builds, automate deployments and orchestrate those deployments across different platforms, specifically to be able to speed up those cloud deployments, but also to Java deployments and just deployments for traditional CICS COBOL applications outside of the cloud environment as well.

	Nick
	And I think there have been some new technologies that have been introduced there that we have brought plugins for 5.2. So although the capability is undoubtedly in 5.3 there’s also for the customers a bit further back there’s a capability there.

	Andy
	Yeah that’s right. So both the CICS built Tool Kit, which does the automated builds, and the Urbancode deploy plugin, work on CICS TS version 4.2, 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3. So if you’re not quite ready to get to 5.3, there’s still a bunch of capability in this area that you’ll be able to use immediately.

	Nick
	OK thanks Andy, that’s very interesting. My impression of what you’ve been saying is that we’re really taking the Java language and the Java platform seriously as a robust enterprise serving environment but we’re still looking after the customer’s costs and trying to make the deployment of applications in CICS easier. 

	Andy
	Yeah I think that’s exactly right Nick. So at the end of the day CICS is a mixed language application server, we have supported multiple different languages for a great many years; COBOL, P01, C, C++, Assembler, Rex, and Java is just a natural extension of that. So the ability to have a Java application interoperate with existing COBOL applications is an extremely important part of our strategy. But yes, you are absolutely right in that we are also focusing on improving the performance which should be some benefits that people who are currently not doing Java in CICS should be able to really enjoy and the DevOps side of things which is about trying to speed up the various different processes that you have to put around CICS deployment, of any sort, in order to improve the time to market. So hopefully, Nick, there’s something there for everybody.

	Nick
	Grand! That sounds really great. Thank you for sparing time to talk to us today.

	Andy
	My pleasure!

	Nick
	So that about wraps it up for this podcast. For more details please go to www.ibm.com/software/os/systemz/podcasts/websphereonz. Join us again for an insight topic, the mainframe. For now this is Nick Garrod saying thank you for listening.


