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This presentation will focus on Administrative Console enhancements introduced in 

WebSphere® Application Server V6.1.
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Several areas related to the Administrative Console will be discussed beginning with an 

overview of the enhancements that were made.  Individual sections will provide more 

details.  There will be sections to describe the use of the Integrated Solutions Console 

framework and command assistance.  Additional sections will discuss enhancements to 

application install and configuration, resource management, cluster management, and 

shared library management.

Additional information for all these topics may be found the WebSphere Application Server 

V6.1 Information Center.
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This presentation discusses some of the enhancements to WebSphere Application Server 

V6.1 Administrative Console. These enhancements resulted from feedback from 

WebSphere customers or the WebSphere service team.

Some of the main areas of administrative console complexity have been addressed in this 

release by reducing the number of required steps and improving the flow of specific task.  

You will also notice that some of the navigation panels have been refactored to simplify the 

task of the administrator.
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This section describes the Integrated Solutions Console, which is used to build the V6.1 

Administrative Console.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 Information Center.
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The  Administrative Console is based on the Integrated Solutions Console (ISC) 

framework.  This framework allows consistency and integration capabilities with the 

graphical administration of other IBM software products.  The Administrative Console page 

content remains familiar to what you are used to seeing for WebSphere Application Server.  

This slide shows the default view that you would see  just after installing WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1.



WASv61_AdminConsole_Enhancements.ppt Page 6 of 32

This slide shows how you can customize the console view for your preferences. Once "My 

Tasks" has been configured, the My Task view becomes the new default view when the 

console is started each time. 
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This section describes the new command assistance capability in the Administrative 

Console.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 Information Center.
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The “wsadmin” Command Assist feature of the Administrative Console can be used to 

display the wsadmin commands that correspond to an Administrative Console operation.  

If Command Assist is enabled, the wsadmin commands will be displayed in a pop-up 

window.

There are some console actions that are not supported by command assistance, in V6.1 

release. The coverage will increase with subsequent releases. V6.1 Information Center 

contains the list of console actions with no command assistance support.
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This slide shows the Administrative Console display of the “Application scoped resources” 

of an application.  On the right side of the screen, you will see the wsadmin commands 

that produced the list of resources.  
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The command assistance window lists wsadmin commands that correspond to the most 

recent console user action. If the browser used is javascript enabled this window will be 

automatically refreshed with the new scripts with the next action in the administrative 

console.

In V6.1, not all the console actions are instrumented to provide the command assistance 

capability.  
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JMX clients can receive notifications when command assistance script is generated and 

can then access the contents of the script.  Additionally, commands written to the 

command assistance window can be logged to a file for subsequent reference.

The resulting log file can be used as the starting point to build custom scripts. It is not a 

best practice to copy a series of commands out of the log into a script and except them to 

behave immediately, without massaging. The command assistance is not meant to be a 

macro generating facility at this point.  In V6.1 release, many console actions are not 

captured. 
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This section describes some of the enhancements made to the application installation and 

configuration management functions of the Administrative Console.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 Information Center.
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To make installation of applications easier, a new “Enterprise Application fast path install” 

has been added.  If this is chosen, then only those wizard panels that are required are 

displayed; if default values can be used or panel is not needed, it will not be shown.  This 

reduces the number of steps that are needed for many common installation scenarios.
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The fast path application deployment presents the administrator with a minimal number of 

panels to deploy an application. This slide shows what you might see if you choose to take 

the “fast path” to deploy an application.  The application install wizards will display only the 

required steps, reducing the number of choices that the administrator must make..   If all 

the required information is already in the deployment descriptors, the wizard will go to 

directly to the Summary page.  This is extremely useful for the case of repeated installs 

where deployment descriptors are fully specified.
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This slide describes some of the other enhancements made to support application 

management in WebSphere Application Server V6.1.  There is a new console action, 

available from the Application Server configuration panel, that will list all the application 

installed on a given server.  The organization of application configuration details has been 

reworked so that only applicable configuration info is shown.  The linkage between 

applications and their associated resources has been improved.  For example, the 

administrative console now exposes the shared libraries used by an application.
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This slide shows how the administrative console lists the installed applications associated 

with an application server, one of the enhancements made to the administrative console.  

Note how easy it is to see the scope of the various components.
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This slide show how post-install application management  is simplified  by reducing the 

complexity of the application details panel. In previous releases the application detail panel 

would display standard links,  irrespective of the Enterprise Application content.  Now the 

links are dynamically allocated and only those options that are applicable to the application 

are displayed in the detail panel, reducing the number of choices you must consider. 
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This section describes the enhancements made in the area of  resource management in 

the Administrative Console.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 Information Center.
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Enhancements made to the administrative console make the creation and management of 

resources easier for the administrator.  The main enhancements include improvements in 

the scope-selection process for resources, panel refactoring, and a new wizard to help you 

create a data source.  More details on these topics will be shown in the next few slides.
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This slide shows how the administrative console reduces the confusion associated with 

multiple scopes of configuration info.  The new pull down menus allow the administrator to 

easily display all the resources under cell, node, or specific application server.  The scope 

of each resource is clearly shown and it is easy for the administrator to select the scope of 

interest.  It is also easy to view all resources by looking at just one section of the panel.
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Using the Application Server toolkit, bundled with the WebSphere Application Server 

product, or using the Rational® Application Developer V6 and beyond, you can embed 

resources with the.

EAR file containing an Enterprise Application to produce an Enhanced Ear file.  Previous 

versions of the administrative console did not provide the administrator with a way to view 

or modify the resources embedded in the Enhanced EAR file.  The administrative console 

in WebSphere Application Server V6.1 provides the ability to view and modify the 

resources embedded within the application.. There is no ability to create a new application 

scoped resource from the console. 
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In previous versions of WebSphere Application Server, the navigation panel highlighted 

the providers and within the context of the provider, you would create the data source.  In 

WebSphere Application Server V6.1, this has been changed so that the focus is on the 

resource factories.  This slide contrasts the navigation panels of the administrative console 

in WebSphere Application Server V6.1 and that of WebSphere Application Server V6.0.2.
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For V6.1, a JDBC Data source creation wizard is provided to help users create data 

sources associated with their applications.  This wizard also provides the capability to 

associate an existing JDBC provider with the data source or to create a new provider.  

This slide shows the screen that the new wizard presents.  Notice that only three steps are 

needed and that you are guided through the whole sequence.
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This section describes the enhancements to the cluster and cluster member management 

in the Administrative Console.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 Information Center.
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The WebSphere Application Server V6.1 administrative console includes a number of 

initiatives to simplify the creation of clusters.  This slide shows the new guided activity that 

you can use cluster creation.  Only three steps are needed and each requires only a 

minimal amount of input, yet a considerable amount of flexibility to craft the cluster is still 

available.
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Other enhancements associated with cluster management include panel re-factoring to 

show cluster members that are available in the cluster properties panel.  This slide shows 

some the new panels.  In the cluster configuration panel, the cluster members are clearly 

listed.  By selecting the “Details” button, the administrator can go to the panel to configure 

those members.

In the panel to configure cluster members, there have been enhancements in the handling 

of weights associated with the cluster members; assigning weights to cluster members 

allows the administrator to balance the workload within the cluster.  In version 6.1, the 

administrative console allows the administrator to change the runtime weights dynamically 

without the need for changing the configuration or restarting the servers. 
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This section describes enhancements to the shared library management in the 

Administrative Console.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 Information Center.
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Shared libraries are files used by multiple applications. Using the Administrative Console, 

you can define a shared library at the cell, node, or server level. You can then associate 

the library to an application or server to load the classes represented by the shared library 

in either a server-wide or application-specific class loader.   In previous versions of 

WebSphere Application Server, the management of shared libraries was complicated by 

the requirement of defining shared libraries and mapping them to the servers, applications, 

and modules that would use them.  In WebSphere Application Server V6.1, this 

requirement is removed and shared libraries may be mapped to an application or module 

from the application install panels of the administrative console.  Additionally, a new 

shared library may  be  created and mapped an installed application or module.
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This slide shows how an administrator can map shared libraries to either an entire 

application or to an individual module.

The “reference shared Library” button opens a panel where a selector will be presented 

that shows currently mapped shared libraries and any available shared libraries.  From this 

panel, the administrator can map the existing shared library to the application or create a 

new shared library. 

The option to select the shared libraries during application install is available only when 

using the normal install path.  For fast path install, shared libraries can be referenced 

using the application configuration panels, after the application has been installed.
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This section summarizes the presentation.
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The Administrative console in WebSphere Application Server V6.1 is built using the 

Integrated Solutions Console framework and contains enhancements to simplify many 

administrative tasks.

Command assistance provides a way to capture wsadmin commands associated with a 

console action.  Additional enhancements have been made in application install and 

configuration, resource management, management of shared libraries, and management 

of clusters.

Additional information on the topics in this section may be found the WebSphere 

Application Server V6.1 information center.
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