TITLE: Top 5 reasons why you should upgrade to TXSeries for Multiplatforms V7.1 

HOST: Hi, and welcome to our podcast today on TXSeries for Multiplatforms. The latest Version, V7.1 of TXSeries was released in March 2009. In this podcast, we will talk about the main reasons why customers should upgrade their deployments to the latest advancements and what they stand to gain by doing these upgrades.  I'm your host Nick Garrod. 

Our guest today is Hariharan Venkitachalam , a TXSeries expert from the  TXSeries for Multiplatforms team. Hari, it’s great to have you here.

SME: Great to be here Nick. As you mentioned, there’s a lot of innovations that have gone into the latest release of TXSeries, V7.1.  It’s a real pleasure to talk about what customers stand to gain by upgrading their existing deployments on to the latest version. 

HOST: [QUESTION 1] So, TXSeries for Multiplatforms, or TXSeries as it is commonly called has been around in the marketplace for quite some time now.  How have things changed since those early releases?

SME: [ANSWER 1] You are right Nick.  TXSeries has gone through a series of major innovations since its initial release to the market place, and has evolved into the strategic product that we now see today. Significant functional, integration and Usability features have been delivered over the years through the various releases. 

HOST: [QUESTION 2] For the benefit for our listeners, can up take us through the major enhancements released in the last three releases.

SME: [ANSWER 2] Sure. Going back to Version 6.1, that was released in November 2006, the key release theme was simplification. 

Prior to Version 6 releases, TXSeries contained 3 components that had to be installed, configured and administered separately.  Those were CICS, DCE and ENCINA. Version 6.1 vastly simplified installation, usage and administration by removing the DCE and Encina prerequisites, and incorporating their core functionality into the CICS Application Server inside TXSeries. TXSeries 6.1 also introduced the now famous and commonly used, Web Administration console for administering, configuring and managing TXSeries from a Web browser.

Version 6.2, released in December 2007, continued with the simplification theme. It delivered significant enhancements in areas of work load management and monitoring tooling making them accessible through the Web Admin console. APIs and SPIs were further extended to improve interoperability, system resilience and recovery thus maximizing system availability. 

Version 7.1, released in march 2009, delivered significant business and technical value enabling enterprises to easily integrate and connect TXSeries and CICS Transaction Server for z/OS (CICS TS), reducing administration overheads, increasing the effectiveness of enterprise resources with improved tooling for application development, troubleshooting, and simplifying monitoring and administration. Features introduced in V7.1 include: 

· New connectivity and data exchange features with IPIC and Containers and Channels. 

· Improved tooling for easier problem determination and application development, increasing system resilience 

· TXSeries Administration console enhancements for monitoring and WLM, simplifying administration and usage.

HOST: [Question 3] That’s great, thanks Hari. It seems like there are some really great enhancements delivered in version 7.1. Looks like these functional enhancements will not only prove very useful to new TXSeries customers, they will also benefit the existing customers. What would be the top 5 reasons for existing customers to upgrade to the latest version of TXSeries?

SME: [ANSWER 3] You are absolutely right Nick The latest release benefits both new and existing customers significantly. That was a very good question you asked on the top reasons for existing customers to upgrade to the latest version V7.1. 

As we saw before, TXSeries Version 7.1 delivers significant enhancements in integration and connectivity, system resilience, application development and problem determination tooling, web administration console and installation. Let’s take a closer look at these and see how each of these benefits customers:

1. Enhanced Integration and connectivity: With V7.1, you can easily integrate your TXSeries and CICS TS deployments using standard Internet Protocol (IP). This helps simplify your network on standard protocols thus reducing complexity and administration overheads. 

2. Simplified Data Exchange: Version 7.1 provides a more structured and flexible way of exchanging data between program components using Containers and Channels.  This removes the 32kb size limitation that previously existed for exchanging data using COMMAREA. In effect, this mechanism reduces application complexity, thus boosting developer productivity and reducing maintenance costs. 

3. Enhanced Reliability and Availability: Version 7.1 internally segregates the memory used by itself and user applications. This prevents applications from overwriting system memory across the boundary, thus improving reliability and aiding problem determination. Work Load Manager (WLM) has been enhanced to support faster region takeover, thus maximizing throughput. 

4. Easier problem determination and application development:

V7.1 also supports logging the history of all tasks executed through each application server process. It also aids in easier mapping of programs linked across regions to one back level region. This aids in better problem determination by providing a first information report on the occurrence of the problem and other critical information such as transaction name, program and application ID etc from the front end region. 

Version 7.1 along with IBM Rational Developer for zSeries, also supports syntax checking of CICS TS applications written in COBOL and PL/I. It also enhances BMS map compatibility between TXSeries and CICS TS. 

5. Simplified TXSeries Administration Console:  A whole set of additional usability enhancements have been made to the TXSeries administration console that allow selection of multiple applications for start and shutdown, intuitive reorganization of WLM views using groups, finer granular control for selecting monitoring data and provide the capability to monitor multiple regions concurrently. All these significantly reduce administration and learning overheads thus impacting baseline productivity. 

 HOST: [Question 4] That was an exhaustive list of reasons why customers should consider migrating to the latest release! Thanks for that discussion Hari. Can you tell us something more on how customers on each of the previous versions stand to gain by upgrading to the latest release?

SME: [ANSWER 4] Sure Nick I will be happy to. Let’s consider each of the previous versions and see how customers on these versions stand to gain with an up gradation:

· Version 6.2 & Version 6.1: These customers will specifically benefit from the significant enhancements that have gone into integration and connectivity. Integration and connectivity with applications hosted on CICS Transaction Server will be significantly easier to manage. This will enable smoother and easier integration into the SOA environment. Customers will also benefit from the additional enhancements that have gone into the problem determination and application development tooling. Significant enhancements that have gone into the latest release will help customers see improved uptime of their environments. Customers will also benefit from the usability enhancements that have gone into the installation packaging for the product. Enhancements to the web administration console will help simplifying system administration.

· Version 6.0: Customers who upgrade will benefit from a powerful and intuitive Web-based administration console, which further reduces complexity and introduces significant new function including workload management, monitoring and problem determination capabilities. The function provided by Distributed Computing Environment (DCE) and Encina is internalized within the CICS and CICS Structured File System (SFS) components and are transparent to the end users across all platforms. Customers will also be able to take advantage of higher availability for applications that connect using the XA interface. TXSeries can be resilient enough to withstand planned or unplanned downtime of the database, or other XA-compliant resource managers, as well as region downtime. Customers will also see increased region up-time and almost immediate recovery time in some cases due to the improvements in the code and recovery process.

· Version 5.1, 5.0 & 4.x: Customers who upgrade from these versions will benefit from the significant amount of IBM investment in the product over the last five years. They will benefit from the vastly simplified infrastructure. Through the removal of DCE and Encina prerequisites, installation, configuration, and administration are vastly simplified, enabling system programmers and administrators to become more effective and projects delivered faster. They will also benefit from a higher performing, more secure, and more resilient distributed transaction processing environment. Software withdrawal announcement 907-165 states the withdrawal from marketing and service discontinuance for TXSeries V5.1
HOST: Hari, thank you very much for your time. That was indeed a very interesting and informative session. So that wraps up this podcast discussion. For now, this is Nick Garrod  saying “Thanks for listening”.

