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This article looks at TXSeries for Multiplatforms V6.1 (referred to here as TXSeries V6.1). This is the next generation of CICS for the IBM AIX®, Microsoft® Windows®, HP-UX® and SUN® Solaris distributed platforms.
About TXSeries

To some people, TXSeries may sound vaguely similar to MQSeries (the name given to IBM’s messaging middleware before that product was renamed WebSphere MQ) In fact TXSeries is a CICS transaction processing monitor and transaction server, designed for the AIX, HP-UX, Solaris and Windows distributed platforms. 
Why TXSeries V6.1 is relevant to the mainframe

TXSeries V6.1 is CICS Transaction Server designed to run on distributed platforms, so why it is relevant to the mainframe, in particular the IBM System z mainframe?
Well TXSeries V6.1 belongs to the same product family as the mainframe versions of CICS Transaction Server, for example CICS Transaction Server for z/OS V3.2. TXSeries V6.1 shares the same design principals as the mainframe versions of CICS Transaction Server, and also shares a subset of the mainframe CICS Transaction Server functions. In fact a lot of IBM mainframe customers will use TXSeries V6.1 to support their mainframe solutions and their CICS implementations. 
TXSeries V6.1 is relevant to the mainframe in the application development cycle because a customized version of TXSeries called TXSeries for Developers is now integrated into WebSphere Developer for System z (WDz). This provides an IDE (integrated development environment) for developing and test-running mainframe applications on a local machine before live deployment on the mainframe.
How customers use CICS Transaction Server for z/OS and TXSeries
Some customers typically use the mainframe version of CICS (that is, CICS Transaction Server for z/OS running on a System z mainframe), to deliver unbeatable performance and reliability, for example in head office.
Other customers typically use the distributed version of CICS (that is, TXSeries running on distributed machines), to consolidate and group terminals, to control traffic and mainframe usage, to save cost, to reduce risk and so on. Customers also use TXSeries as a ‘back-end’ system, for example in branch offices, for local logic processing. One example of this might be handling a special offer in a local county branch. Another example of TXSeries usage is where time-critical projects are involved and a simple, fast-deployment transaction server is required.
Why TXSeries is integrated with WDz
The latest version of WebSphere Developer for System z (WDz V7) includes a fully-integrated, customized version of TXSeries, is designed for developing CICS applications on a local Windows-based machine. WDz V7 also includes capabilities for application translation, compile, test, and debug. WDz gives users all these capabilities through a superb toolkit of wizards and tools. The key point here is that when the user has developed a CICS application in WDz, it is then possible to run that application in TXSeries (on the same machine), before committing the application to a mainframe transaction processing environment.
Recent enhancements to TXSeries
Users who knew TXSeries before the latest TXSeries V6.1 release might well remember or might still use two technologies called DCE and IBM Encina. Well TXSeries V6.1 no longer requires DCE and Encina as prerequisite software.  In fact TXSeries V6.1 is just as powerful as previous versions, but is now much easier to install, configure and administer (my own install on Windows took a mere 3 minutes and 22 seconds!).
TXSeries V6.1 also features a web-based administration console. This is a graphical user interface with a similar look and feel to the WebSphere product user interfaces, and is very intuitive and powerful. For customers who are already using WebSphere products, having a similar user interface for TXSeries V6.1 greatly reduces the learning curve and time to productivity!
Another enhancement in TXSeries V6.1 is the delivery of more processing power, together with higher availability across CICS regions. TXSeries V6.1 is also resilient enough to withstand planned or unplanned downtime.
TXSeries means business
TXSeries and CICS Transaction Server for z/OS share similar customer groups, with industry users in banking, telecommunications, the public sector, education and healthcare. 

Customers get excellent quality of service and performance with TXSeries and they get phenomenal performance and quality of service with CICS Transaction Server for z/OS. Only the price is different. 
TXSeries-only customers are typically smaller and need the excellent quality of service that TXSeries provides. But IBM envisages that, as customer businesses grow, they will require additional transactional support. So with the choice of transaction servers, and family interoperability that no other distributed TPM products can match, the future growth path is assured for IBM CICS customers on distributed and mainframe platforms.
TXSeries in future
The keywords are SOA, integration and consumability. This means additional integration with the CICS product family and with other products, as a part of an SOA solution. Other key areas are ease of use, integrated administration, reduced learning curve, response time, and of course cost.
For more information, visit the TXSeries pages at:

http://www-306.ibm.com/software/htp/cics/txseries/
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