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Temporary Spike in Relayed Spam
Because they are trivial to block, relayed
spam messages don’t get passed to anti-
spam products under test. Even so, they do
arrive at our spam traps. ICSA Labs
typically observes about 500-1000 relayed
messages each day. However, each day
from August 11-13 there were over 275,000
relayed spam messages received at our
spam traps.

used in ICSA Labs anti-spam testing. Only
spam with unique e-mail message bodies
are used in testing. This better measures
the true effectiveness of the anti-spam
product under test. On average each day
there may be 30-50K duplicate messages
sent. Beginning August 26th, ICSA Labs
observed about a 400% daily increase in
duplicate spam messages even as the total
number of received spam messages
remained relatively unchanged.
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Daily August 2010 Scores ‘
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e Totaled 12,100,725 e-mail;

e Contained unique e-mail
message bodies;

e Was destined for a domain
for which the device
expects to receive e-mail;

e Had RFC-compliant FROM
and TO addresses.

Increase in Duplicate Spam Messages Another Perspective on Spam Testing
Similar to relayed spam messages, ICSA Labs Sr. Technical Advisor David
duplicate spam messages are also not Koconis, principal architect and lead

developer of the anti-spam test bed, will be
speaking in September at the upcoming VB
2010 conference in Vancouver, BC,
Canada. David will provide an in depth
look at ICSA Labs’ anti-spam testing
program and our philosophy on how anti-
spam products should be tested.
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