Plug and Play Products:  250 and Counting�More Than 100 Vendors Shipping Plug and Play Products


	SAN FRANCISCO ( March 21, 1995 ( Today at the Windows® Hardware Engineering Conference (WinHEC), Microsoft Corp. announced that more than 250 Plug and Play hardware products from more than 100 vendors are currently available.  The Plug and Play products span every key computer peripheral category, including systems, networking, storage, communication, display and output devices.  Plug and Play products are the result of a PC-industry initiative to deliver improved personal computing products that are simpler to install and use.


	The Plug and Play initiative has garnered widespread industry support, with leading vendors already delivering Plug and Play products in the following categories:  networking, 3COM Corp., Intel Corp. and SMC; displays, NEC Corp.; modems, Hayes Microcomputer Products Inc., Megahertz and Motorola Inc.; SCSI adapters, Adaptec Inc. and Future Domain; printers, �Hewlett-Packard Co.; audio, Creative Labs; CD-ROM, Panasonic and Sony; and systems, Compaq Computer Corp., Dell Computer Corp., Gateway, Micron, NEC and Packard Bell.  Microsoft plans to release Windows® 95, the first Plug and Play operating system for PCs, in August 1995.


	“The tremendous momentum behind Plug and Play demonstrates how a cooperative industry effort can improve PC products and the personal computing experience for consumers,” said Brad Silverberg, senior vice president of the personal systems division at Microsoft.  “It’s a win-win situation, with a broader audience of consumers benefiting from more versatile and easier-to-use products and manufacturers enjoying an expanded market.”


	The goal of the Plug and Play initiative is to help advance the design of PC hardware and operating systems so they communicate and essentially configure themselves.  Plug and Play automates what today can be an error-prone and tedious manual configuration process for the end user.  With a complete Plug and Play system (a system with a Plug and Play BIOS, operating system and peripheral devices), consumers will be able to add or change hardware and software components quickly and easily.  The Plug and Play system automatically will adapt to the new configuration, identify Plug and Play hardware, allocate system resources, and load appropriate drivers.


	For example, Hewlett-Packard recently announced that its entire line of LaserJet® printers supports Plug and Play.  When a LaserJet printer is connected to a PC running Microsoft® Windows 95, the system will detect and identify the printer, load the appropriate driver software, and install and configure the printer automatically.


	“Many of today’s printer support calls are from users with installation and �driver-configuration questions,” said Carolyn Ticknor, general manager of the LaserJet printer group at Hewlett-Packard.  “Plug and Play printer support will help alleviate this.  We’ve worked closely with leading industry vendors like Microsoft to make printing easier and more powerful.”  


	Plug and Play also has enabled manufacturers to offer innovative product functionality.  One example is “hot docking,” which allows a user to remove a notebook computer from a docking station without shutting down the machine.  The Plug and Play notebook equipped with Windows 95 will adjust to being removed from a network automatically and will reconfigure itself for its lower resolution display and its battery power supply.   


	Plug and Play consists of a framework architecture and individual specifications developed cooperatively by leading PC hardware and software vendors to dramatically improve the ease of setup and use of PCs.  Plug and Play spans every key device category and major connection technology, including ISA, PCI, PCMCIA, LPT (parallel port) and COM (serial port).


	For a list of available Plug and Play products, members of the press may call�(503) 245-0905 to request a Plug and Play catalog.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ  “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.


#########


Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in the United States and/or other countries.


LaserJet is a registered trademark of Hewlett-Packard Co.
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