Microsoft Remains on Track for August Ship Date





Seattle WA -- February 18, 1995 --Forrester Research, Inc., issued a report on February 17, 1995 which stated Microsoft Windows 95 would not ship until November 1995.  This report is not accurate; Microsoft remains on track for an August 1995 ship date.  More detail on the report and Windows 95 is attached below.





In their report, Forrester cites several data points which are inaccurate.  Specifically Forrester references ISV feedback, the addition of new product features, and makes incorrect assumptions about Microsoft’s desktop application product development plans.





Microsoft would like to provide clarification on each of these points.  Firstly, contrary to the Forrester report, feedback from ISVs on Windows 95 progress is quite positive.  In fact, Microsoft is in constant touch with ISVs and other beta testers and the feedback received is consistent with Microsoft’s readying of the M8 Beta and Windows Preview Program releases for March.  Secondly, contrary to the Forrester report, Microsoft is focused on fixing the remaining compatibility bugs in the product and is not adding new features at this time.  Finally, Microsoft has not made any announcements regarding its desktop suite of products other than affirming a committment to deliver 32-bit versions of its applications within 90 days of the shipment of Windows 95.





In addition, Microsoft is working closely with corporate accounts to beta test and rollout the Windows 95 beta releases to select departments in an effort to help reduce the cost of Windows 95 deployment.  Microsoft also continues to work with PC manufacturers to produce great Plug and Play machines which will be ready for the Christmas selling season.  Thus, all evidence and feedback Microsoft has received points to Windows 95 being ready for release to 400,000 testers in the form of the Windows Preview Program in March with final shipment in August 1995.
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