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But: we wonlt get muck for
hirml, bz i 50 smal! and thin.

Wﬂmﬁ'ui.Wthikl 118 sick, sol am
golng to take her to town to the
Gl 1|a5pif;a=. We will nged tossll

Ve d o, Mbiru, the rans, ta pay: Lhe fres.
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| kinows | just h npe that the
medicall bills are not too much.
Whilz | am gone you must 4 and

stay with your ¢ausin Nigi.
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have nothing left to sell if have lambs soon. live never grow very blg. There must be something
Wanjiku doesn't get better wrong with our farm. It is just not a good place
\_ to keep sheep.

.. And with Mbiru gone we But wour sheep wiID ‘ " But most of our lambs die and the few that )

7
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S | ll, 3 e —7 Mama used to have problems
. i keeping sheep too. But
~, 1

Mwariama, the animal health
assistant helped her. f
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( Now we have big fat lambs and no problems

paying the medical Hlls and school fees..,

| They are amazing Lﬂﬂk.ﬂt those
ambs| What's the secretd

I'm net sure what changes Mama made but look, thers )\1 f"“{ﬂ‘

i Muariama let's ask herl .. Mwariamal Mwariamal

Hello Njeril
Hella
, ‘rf Wambui!
What are
you daing

over here?

g Wanjiku is sick so Mother has gone
to town to the hospital and | am

h Staying with Njeri for a few days.

"~ But they are having to sell Wambui's ram and it s
so thin they might not have enough to pay the bills.

\_ Wambui needs to learn to keep their sheep healthyl )

Keeping sheep is actually quite simple but you
have to pay attention to their needs. They won't
look after themseles. The first thing is to have
a good boma...

| Wambui finds out...
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They need somewhere dry to slesp and as
much fresh air in the boma as passibts.
Look at Njerie bﬂma The roof keeps any rain out: and althouagh the floor
ia only earth, it is raised eo water runs off easily and it keeps dry. ; .
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But it doesn't have good walls, It will I“» . H':- .
be very cold for the sheep at night. We 7Sl pIT—7 AR | e ;‘!{._TL_ T
put banana leaves round our boma to |~ = i e .
keep it nice and warm for the sheap.. ' . s ' ) LT
Livaslimd iy
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P’E'_h na. you mustn't do that! If you don't allow the air to
flow property through the boma, the sheep will become
sick and cough. You must open up the borha to let the
wind blow through. That helps to keep It dry.

.

[
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During the rains, the wind helps the sheep
dry overnight - their hair will keep them

| |} warm enough as long as they are dry.

b, TR

Oh dear, we filled the gaps in the wall when
the sheep were sick but they only got worsel
if only we had taken down the walls instead!

IIIIM
: s X
Yﬁz\r'ﬁ mother aléo sweeps the dung out every |
morning and uses it in the shamba so that

the boma is always clean. A

\
.

-l'-I. -:-'l_ ‘?‘
,::;:--3#L ) &
if you don't da that the young
sheep will catch a disease which
causes them to have diarrhoea.
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" Our lambs always have diarrhoeal Mother And what about the food?
\ dewormed them but it didr't make any difference.

& No it wouldn't. Keeping the boma
ki floor clean and dry is the answer.
Jf ) :n {

. CMamz*. alweys tles the sheep out on the r'-'_:leld&:'-irlﬂ)l

: before she milks the cows in the morning.

2 - ~ H‘[”i - = —
T .- F f -

there Is any food available. Sweet potato

- & vines are good but you can try any
That's right. The longer they have to graze the better they vegetabls wastes - anything green from the
are. The lambs wor't arow if they ars locked up all day!.. 4 kitchen or the shamba will do.

Wambui finds out... Healthy Sheep Pay The Medical Bills

D:/cd3wddvd/NoExe/Master/dvd001/.../meister10.htm 8/14



03/11/2011 Livestock Husbandry: Healthy Sheep Pay The Medical Bills

And let them get a little of The better the ews is fed | r But what about worms - cur sheep
the cow's salt lick as well - before lambina the bigger always have worts but deworming them
they won't take much but it and healthier the lamb will doesn't seem 10 help,
will make them much be. A good start in lifs is
healthier! very important]
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Not all dewormers will kill
tapeworms. But they do not do
any harm to the sheep. The
worms that you really need to
worry about are too emall for
you to eee but they suck the
sheep's blood.

See the pink colour there below
the ey=? If that is very pale
then that Is a sign that the
sheep has worms. If it is a nice
red coour then it probably does
not need to be dewormed.

C And the diarrhoes lsn't caused by warrrﬁ?)

Mot usually. As | said before,
a good dry boma and then get
them out to graz.:'
Lf x

Dot always have tham grazing in the same
Muddy patch by the house.

| can't wait to get back
hote and tell Mother what
we can do to have heaalthler
E-h.:cpl
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At Wambui's house a few days later..

Well that was lucky. Wanjiku's It's alright, | know how to make 5
treatment cost a little less than | our sheep healthier! It is not
got for Mbiru. But | don't know what difficult to dol

we'll do if she takes ill again...

fr- { -
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Let's get these banana %
leaves off. That'll let the air
in and keep things dry...

/" ..and 'l get the
fanure and mud
ot the floor:

1 am alad we can
still use the old
rogf matesrial.

Yes, same with the old poles,
but | will just add one or two

¢ This is not as hard as |
thought, especially with
\_ these off cuts..

This floor will really drain well and
keep dry now it slopes,

| Wambui finds out...
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And put the sheep out e G
early in the morring... J—-. ‘H,L Lifl o
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And feed it 8
little extra...
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Six manths later.
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.':i';r-,.. Wambui, look at the size of that lambl
! Mow wie don't nesd to fear Wanjiku
needing to go back to the i‘lﬂE—Pita”
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