




Water Supply in Kenya
ample supply in the morning. It has
been found that with a little assist-
ance the womens' associations are mot-
ivated to improve basic problems in
their daily living.

How to Make a Cement Storage Jar

This cement jar was developed by
UNICEF in Kenya. Apart from collecting
rainwater, it can also be used to
store grain. The jar makes the water
more accessible; it is cheap and
simple to build, and by keeping it
covered water can be kept pure.

UNICEF photo A cement jar in use

U N I C E F  p h o t o A  c e m e n t  j a r

Construction
A large bag is made from coarse cloth

or several sacks. This is packed with
any convenient material, such as grass,
leaves, chaff, sand or wood-shavings.
A circular object is placed in the neck
of the bag to make a large opening.
The bag is moistened with water and a
thin layer of cement (2.5 cm thick for
a 1,200 litre jar) is plastered over
the outside.
Chicken mesh and wire are wrapped

around the bag on top of the cement;
another. thin layer of cement is then
applied.
When the cement is dry, the bag and

contents are carefully removed. The
jar is then plastered inside with
waterproof mortar and left to cure
for 10 days. The jar can be made on
the ground or placed on a raised plat-
form so that a pipe and tap can be
fitted to enable water to be easily
removed.

Materials (for a 300-litre jar)
3 metres of coarse cloth, 1/3 bag This article is based on an item in
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and thread, water. (Greater quantities
of all materials are required for the
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