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a Pit Latrine
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1. BUILD THE LATRINE ABOUT 25 STEPS AWAY FROM YOUR HOUSE AND
DRINKING WATER SOURCE. IF POSSIBLE THE LATRINE SHOULD BE BULLT
BELOW THE WATER SOURCE.THIS IS TO PREVENT THE LATRINE POLLUTING

THE WATER SOURCE AND THEREFORE MAKING PEOPLE ILL.
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2. MARK THE GROUND SO AS TO DIG A.CIRCULAR PIT ABOUT 2 "HAAT" WIDE,
A "HAAT" IS AN ARMLENGTH, ABOUT 18 INCHES. A CIRCULAR PIT WILL BE

STRONGER THAN A SQUARE Pl'l'
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3. AS YOU DIG THE PIT, PUT ALL THE EARTH ON ONE SIDE. YOU WILL. NEED
IT LLATER TO MAKE THE COVER.
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3. WE WILL DESCRIBE TWO WAYS OF LINING THE PIT. THE FIRST IS TO MAKE

A CIRCULAR "BHAKARI" ABOUT TWO HAAT HIGH. (A "BHAKARI"IS A WOVEN
BAMBOO MAT.)

—— e —————



7
/7

prpiier) _k\\\\W\\ Iy . : e —_—— K SN 74
I

7771 77770 /\\\@&@\V/\W\A\Mmﬂﬁéi o
s \\N\.\\\%\\\.\.nﬂu “.\\E,S ~ ) Tt Wt N

(/TN A )

iy o~

7z




6. THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE "BHAKARI" SHOULD BE THE SAME AS THE
CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE PIT. THE LINING IS TO PREVENT THE SOIL SLIPPING
INTO THE PIT AND SO WILL HELP TO PREVENT THE LATRINE COLLAPSING.
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7. PUSH THE "BHAKARI" FIRMLY INTO THE PIT.
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8. WHILE PUTTING THE "BHAKARI" IN THE PIT ITS UPPER PART SHOULD BE
LEVEL WITH THE GROUND. AFTER INSERTING THE "BHAKARI" PUT SOME
LARGE STONES ALL AROUND THE PIT. THIS WAY WATER WON'T GET INSIDE
DURING THE MONSOON.
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9. INSTEAD OF A "BHAKARI" YOU CAN ALSO USE STONES. IF YOU USE STONES
DIG THE UPPER TWO HAAT UPPER TWO HAAT OF THE PIT A LITTLE WIDER.
(STONES SHOULD BE USED WHEN THE SOIL STABILITY IS POOR.)







AND THE STONES SHOULD BE WEL

10. THE DRY STONE SHOULD BE FROM THE BASE TO THE TOP OF THE PIT

L SET.
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11. BUILD THE WALL ABOUT ONE SPAN HIGHER THAN THE GROUND ALL AROUND
THE MOUTH OF THE PIT. (A SPAN IS THE DISTANCE FROM THE TIP OF THE
THUMB TO THE TIP OF THE LITTLE FINGER - ABOUT 9 INCHES.) THIS WILL
GIVE A GOOD BASE TO THE LATRINE HOUSE.
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JVER THE PIT WITH PIECES OF SPLIT BAMBOO. IN THE MIDDLE OF
iIE COVER LEAVE A HOLE FOR DEFECATING ONE "HAAT" LONG AND
LITTLE LESS THAN A SPAN WIDE. INSTEAD OF BAMBOO THE COVER
\N ALSO BE MADE OF PLANKS OR LONG STONES.
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13. PUT SOME FLAT STONES AROUND THE HOLE. BY PUTTING STONES IT WILL
BE EASIER TO CLEAN. TO MAKE THE HUT, PUT FOUR POLES AT THE FOUR
CORNERS. THE REAR WALL SHOULD BE A LITTLE LESS THAN A SPAN AWAY
FROM THE EDGE OF THE HOLE.
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14. AFTER COVERING THE PIT WITH BAMBOO, PLANKS OR STONES, SPREAD

EARTH OVER IT. THIS WILL GIVE A GOOD FINISH TO THE FLOOR OF THE
LATRINE.
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15. AFTER SPREADING THE DIRT, COMPACT IT FIRMLY. NOW WE HAVE T0 BUILD
THE HUT.
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16. MAKE WALLS ON THREE SIDES WITH REEDS, STRAW, WOVEN MATTING
GRASS OR WHATEVER IS AVAILABLE. PUT A DOOR ON ONE SIDE. JBETWEEN
THE WALLS AND THE RCOF LEAVE A SMALL SPACE FOR AIR.
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I MAKE A WOODEN LID TO COVER THE HOLE NICELY. THIS WAY IT WON'T
SMELL AND FLIES WON'T COME BUZZING AROUND.







18. ALTERNATIVELY YOU CAN ATTACH A WOODEN COVER TO THE SQUATTING
HOLE. NOW THE PIT LATRINE IS READY !!
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19. AFTER DEFECATING, WASH YOUR HANDS WELL WITH SOAP OR ASHES. THIS
WILL PREVENT YOU SPREADING DISEASE TO OTHER PEOPLE.







20. TEACH YOUR CHILDREN TO USE THE PIT LATRINE. PARENTS SHOULD TAKE
CARE OF THE CHILDREN SO THAT NO ONE FALLS IN THE PIT OR MAKES

THE PIT LATRINE DIRTY.
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21. ALWAYS KEEP THE PIT LATRINE CLEAN. THIS WILL PREVENT SMELLS AND
FLIES.
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23. YOUR FAMILY WON'T HAVE TO MAKE ANOTHER PIT LATRINE FOR FOUR
YEARS AND WILL PREVENT DISEASES FROM SPREADING.
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