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MI NU TES OF THE }ffiETING OF 1103A USERS 

AT 

THE RAMO-WOOLDRIDGE CORPORATION 

Los Angeles, California 

19 and 20 De cember , 1955 

As directed by the San Francisco meeti ng of 1 and 2 December , 1955, a 

meeting was held on Monday and Tuesday, 19 and 20 December, 1955, at The 

Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation, Los Angeles, with Dr. Walter F ~ Bauer acting 

as chairman. 

In attendance were 

Boeing Airplane Company 
Donald Cook 

Holloman Air Force Base . 
Thomas Duke (Monday only) 
Robert Tantzen 

Lockheed Missile Systems Division 
Bernard Dove (Tue sday only) 
Werner Leutert (Monday only) 
Richard Talmadge (Tuesday only) 

Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
Wal ter Bauer 
Robert Beach 
Donn Combelic 
Donald Gantner 
Robert Perkins 

Sperry-Rand 
George Etsell 
Jule s Mer sel 

Perkins was appointed to take the minutes of the meeting. 
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Dr. Eldred C Nelson, Associate Direct or of t he Computer Systems Division, 

welcomed t he group to Ramo-Wooldridge and expressed the company's interest in 

cooperation . 



, 

The chairman recalled that the San Francisco meeting had agreed on a 

"Minimum 1103A Installation" to include the following : 

Basic 1103A with 4096 words of core 
storage and Flexowriter output. 

Controlled reproducer for punched cards. 

Ferranti paper tape reader 

Teletype paper tape punch 

5 Uniservo magnetic tape units 

Off line 600 line/minute printer. (Boeing 
point plotting modification). 

Tantzen pointed out that Holloman i s not getting a printer but plans 

to use magnetic tape output to Uniprinters. This will not hamper their parti-

cipation in any cooperative scheme, however. 
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Leutert indicated his willingness to increase his order of five Uniservos 

if a scheme requiring more should be set up. Boeing has ordered six and Ramo-

Wooldridge seven. 

Scheduled delivery dates are as follows: 

Lockheed 

Boeing 

Holloman 

Ramo-Wooldridge 

February, 1956 

March, 1956 

July , 1956 

July, 1956 

The chairman also stated that the San Francisco meeting had specif ied 

t he voting procedure t o be used at t his meeting: namely, one vote each for 

Boeing, Holloman, Lockheed, ,Ramo-Wooldridge, and Sperry-Rand, and one vote 

for all 1103 users as a group. This procedure was followed throughout the 

meeting except that no representative of the 1103 Group was present. 

The chairman proposed the following agenda drawn up by Ramo-Wooldridge 

and including suggestions communicated by Boeing: 

(1) Definition of membership. 

(2) Name of organization. 



(3) A brief report f rom each group of its plans and results to 

date and its feelings about a cooperative effort. 

(4) Procedure for distribution of material. 

(5) An exchange language . 

(6) Determination of the level of cooperation and participation. 

(7) Organizational details and plans for future meetings. 
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The question was raised as to whether computing center management 

information such as operating experience, salary policies, etc. should be 

exchanged. It was decided these items should not be discussed at this meeting, 

but on a motion by Leutert it was agreed that "one goal is the exchange of 

management information". 

After some discussion of both membership and a name for the organiza­

tion, it was agreed to postpone decisions on these topics until later in the 

meeting . 

The remainder of the morning and part of the afternoon were devoted to 

reports from some of the groups present. 

SPERRY-RAND reported by Mersel: A tape moving routine has been written, 

and information on it was distributed at San Francisco. A conversion routine 

for 1103 programs to 1103A code is almost completed. It is hoped that this 

will work for 95% of all programs. Leutert suggested that a conversion from 

1103A to 1103 might also be needed. 

ERA is continuing the Central Exchange. The philosophy adopted has been 

to require no special language and to do a mininmm of editing. This makes it 

easy to contribute material and to distribute it quickly. ERA has received no 

complaints about the Central Exchange, except for t he time lag. This has been 

corrected with the institution of the News Flash. There will be an attempt to 

include some computing center management information in the February issue. 



HOLLO~ffiN - No report at this time. 

BOEING reported by Cook: The computing center has three groups, con-

cerned, respectively, with methods, programming, and operation. Currently 

~~experienced people are working full time in preparation for the 1103A. 

Three of these have been ~ng specifications ~ a compiler: which ~ 

ready to be ~d. Others have been working on subroutines. Work on input-
r -
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output has just start~d . 
- -.. <If!*"" 

RANO -WOOLDRIDGE reported by Combelic: The Computing Center has a total 

of about 45 people including programmers, hand computers, analysts, and 

clerical personnel. Of these about~~are in the programming organization 

group with responsibility for the maintenance and improvement of the present 

system of sub programs and service routines , and for training new programmers 

as well as for setting up a system for the 1103A. 

The philosophy is that an assembly program or compiler is only part 

of a computation system. A lIblack box ll system is planned in which the 

programmer may make all decisions at his desk. A lI normalll mode of operation 

will be established with options provided f or deviation from the normal. It 

is hoped that coding on the system will start February first. 

LOCKHEED reported by Leutert: The computers and control section 

consists of about 30 people in three production programming groups and an 

operations group, ten in the applied math staff, and ten in the advanced 

programming group. This latter group has completed specifications for an 

1103A plan. 

Following this round of reports there was a general informal discussion 

of what the objectives of the group mi ght be. Among t he possible objectives 

suggested were 

1. Exchange of programming techniques and ideas. 

2. Exchange of programs and subroutines. 



3. Exchange of manageme nt information and pl ans. This migh t include 

machine time records, manpower requirements, e tc. Possibly some 

joint recruiting activity . 

4. Adoption of a universal programming language for exchanged programs 

or for actual use at all installations. 

;;. Adoption of a standard f ormat f or program write-ups and 

descriptions. 

6. Adoption of standard subroutine conventions such as location 

of entrances and exits. 

7. Setting up of a cooperative manpmver effor t. 
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8. Cooperation at t he program planning stage. Consideration of other 

gr oups' requirements bef ore writing a program. Possible specializa­

tion by each installation on certain types of programs. 

No def i nite action was taken on these suggestions at t his t ime. 

The question of membership was again considered. On a motion by Cook, 

it was decided t hat "all l l03A users be accorded a vote. A user is an organiza­

tion whi ch is renting or has purchased or has a firm order f or one or more 

1103A is II. On a motion by Combelic it was agreed t hat "Sperry-Rand Corporation 

be accorded one vote ll • 

A motion by Combelic to grant one vote t o all 1103 users as a unit was 

withdrawn af ter discussion. A motion by Mersel to associate a vote with each 

1103A rather t han '-lith each organization was defeated. 

The meeting recessed until Tuesday morning. 

After a brief review of the events of the previous day, it was voted, on 

a motion by Hersel, that itA purpose of the group is to achieve a uniform general 

purpose system for the operation of all 1103A'sll. 

The question of a name f or the group was re-opened. After a number 

of straw votes and indications of preference it was decided on a motion by 

Mersel t hat lithe name of t he 1103A cooperative effort be USE, the Univac 



Scientific Exchange". 

An attempt was next made to set up an organizational framework. After 

some false starts the f ollowing motions were adopted unanimously: (Tantzen 

left before adjournment and was not present when some of the following votes 

were taken.) 

By Taln;adge: "There shall be established a Policy Committee which 

shall be the governing body of the USE organization. Official participation 

at Policy Cow~ittee meetings shall be by one person f rom each vo t ing partici­

pating member of the USE organization". 

By Combelic: "A Standards Committee shall be established consisting 
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of one member f rom each voting participating organization. The committee shall 

make recommendati ons to t he USE organization for a computing language common 

to all participating 1103A organizations lt • 

By Dove: "Boeing shall provide a chairman of t he Standards Committee lt • 

By Mersel: itA Publications Committee shall be established. Sperry­

Rand shall provide the chairman who shall present a de tailed agenda t o the 

first meeting of t he Publications Committee lt • 

By Mersel: itA Program Development Committee shall be established. 

A report (by t he chairman) on the problems of, and sugge stions for, a common 

compiler shall be made at the f irst meeting of t he Program Development Committee ll • 

By Cook: "The Program Development Committee shall consist of one member 

from each USE organization and Donn Combelic of Ramo-Wooldridge shall be 

chairman". 

By Combelic: liThe Policy Committee and all other dul y established 

committees shall meet at the same time and location at least once every two 

months, for not more than two consecutive days. The time and location of each 

such meeting shall be set by the Policy Committee o Each committee may decide 

for itself on the time, location, and duration of additional meetings". 
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By Mer sel : "For each meeting of t he Policy Commit tee t he host organiza-

tion shall prepare an agenda in advance , and shall supply a non-voting chairman 

and a non-vot ing recording secretary, in addition to its regular voting member ll • 

By Talmadge: IIA quorum of t he Policy Committee shall consist of at 

least two-thirds of the member organizations II • 

By Cook: IIAt least a two-thirds yes vote and no more than a one - fourth 

no vote of the members present shall be required to pass a motion in the Policy 

Commi t tee II • 

Much discussion was held on the various aspects of the work of the 

committees and t he relations between them. The following items are here 
:" 

included for the record although they were not made official policy or official 

statement of intent by majority vote : 

1. The Policy Committee will review all action taken by the various 

committees and is enpowered to initiate or veto committee work whenever 

appropriate. 

2. The Standards Committee is responsibl e for t he establishment of 

standards of communication of progr amming information. Specific mention is 

made of the following : form of subroutines, universal language for 1103A 

progr ams , flow diagrams, and descriptions of programs. 

3. The Program Planning Committee will discuss methods of utilizing 

programming manpower in a cooperative effor t. More specifically, the committee 

will discuss the programming activities of the member organizations with the 

aim of channelling certain activities along lines which would be beneficial 

to all. (A common compiler was mentioned specif ically in the motion establishing 

the committee.) 

4. Concern was expressed that there did not seem t o be a clear difference 

in responsibility between the Standards and Program Planning Committees, espec-

ially for future activities. Opinion was expressed t hat suff icient difference 
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exists to start the work of both committees and that the Policy Committee mi ght 

re-examine this aspect of t he organizationo 

It was agreed, on a motion by Mersel, that lIa meeting of all committees 

established to date be hel d on Monday and Tuesday, 9 and 10 January , 1956 , in 

Seattle , wi th Boe ing acting as host". 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Robert Perkins, 

Recording Secretaryo 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF USE 

AT 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 

Seattle, Washington 

9 and 10 January 1956 

The members of USE (Univac Scientific Exchange) were welcomed to Boeing 

Airplane Company by Randall E. Porter, Head of the Digital Computing Facility. 

Mr. Porter ac ted as chairman during the two-day conference. 

In attendance were: 

Lookheed Missile Systems Division 

B. Handy 

Boeing Airplane Companr 
Donald Cook 
August Deckert 
Martha Morris 
Donald Neilan 
Randall Porter 
John Stockman 
T. C. Wilfong 

Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
Donn Cornbelic 
Donald Clan tner 
Robert Perld.n8 

Holloman Air Force Base 
Robert Tant.en 

Sperry-Rand 
Thomas Dines 
Peggy Johnson 
Earl Joseph 
Jules Mersel 
Jack Rose 

The agenda for the USE meetings was presented to each member and explained by 

the chairman. Prior to a discussion of the definition of committee aseign-

mente, Bob Perkins requested that the minutes of the previous meeting be 
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approved. The only discuBsion concerned a review of the voting procedure 

and voting members who comprise the Policy Comrni ttee. The members of the 

Policy Committee were: 

Ben Handy - Lockheed 
Don Cook - Boeing Airplane Company­
Don Gantner - Ramo-Wooldridge 
Bob Tantzen - Holloman Air Force Base 
Jules Mersel - Sperry-Rand 

It was moved and seconded that the minutes of the previous meeting be accepted 

by the Policy Committee as written. This motion was approved ~usl.y' by 

the Policy Committee. 

The first committee listed on the agenda for discussion was the Standards 

Committee. August Deckert wall appointed by .Boeing to act as chairman of 

that committee as directed in the previous minutes~ In the discussion of 

the duties of the committee, Don Cook stated that the Program Development 

Committee is concerned with what kind of thing to code, whUe the Standards 

Committee is concerned with how to code. The Standards Committee would 

prepare the specifications for a common language, a program write-up, and 

a min1mwn assembly program. The group' s definitions of assembly program 

and compiler differ -- assembly program vas defined Q8 essentially assembl­

ing, on oall, library programs while a compiler goes beyond an assemb11 

program. The Standards Committee members were: 

Bob Perkins 
Earl Joseph 
Bob Tantzen 
Tom Dines 
John Stoclanan 
Oue Deckert ... Chairman 

The purpose of the Publications Committee was defined next. Dissemination 

of information to 110)A users is their main goal. They should establieh in 

what form and in what manner and how much information they are willing to 
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publish. It was felt this committee could terminate with the oompletion of 

' their specifications at this meeting. The Publications Committee members 

werer 

Peggy Johnson - Chairman 
Don Neilan 
Ted Wilfong 

The Program Development Committee would discuss what information is to be 
"-

exchanged and who would initiate it. In this connection, a definition of a 

compiler was discussed by Don Cook ot Boeing since that company has made the 

most effort toward a compiler because of the fact that their l103A computer 

would arrive so soon. 

Don Cook listed the goals o£ a compiler as: 

Translation - Symbolic to Octal , 

Writing Calling Sequences 

Prepare for Input and Output Format 

Algebraic Coding 

Storage Assignment 

Automatic Identification 

Scaling 

Automatio Post Mortem and Diagnosis 

In the time remaining during the morning session, the compiler was explained 

in more detail by Martha Morris of Boeing. It was decided that the Policy 

Committee and the Program Development Committee would meet together during 

the committee meeting periods to further discuss the compiler and programming 

activities. This group would include: 

Donn Combel1c - Chairman 
Ben Handy 
Don Gantner 
Jules Mersel 
Don Cook 
Martha Morrie 
Jack Rose 
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The afternoon was devoted to preparation of reports by each committee to be 

presented to the conference on the following day. , 

The Policy Committee reconvened at 10:00 A.M. on January 10. 

The Chairman of the Standards Committee presented a report of the committee's 

recommendations. In the discussions that followed, it was pointed out that 

the recommen~ed language was to be used for the exchange of library prograu 

and was not binding as the language in general use at the particular install­

ations. TRANS.USE, the minimum standard Msembly program, wae designed to 

be as simple as possible and, therefore, did not represent any excessive 

programming burden to any organization. 

A motion was made by Ben Handy that the Chairman of the Standards Committee 
, . 

submit to each member in writing a proposal for a common language program 

and a proposal for a subroutine write-up - the minimum information to be 

contained and the order in which they are to appear (the sequence of the 

information). The motion was seconded and Don Cook rooved. to amend that the 

proposal also include the subprogram instruction format. The amendment was 

seconded and passed. The motion was carried as 8JIlended. 

The Chairman of the Publications Committee presented a report of ths.t 

committee's recommendations. It was moved by Don Cook that the Chairman or 

the Publications Committee be appointed the Secretary of the USE Organiza-

tiona This motion was seconded by Jules Mersel and passed by the Policy 

Oomm1ttee. It WilS pointed out that this is the Executive Secretary, the 

recording secretary being supplied by the host organization as decided at 

the preceding meeting. 
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Following a discussion of the distribution of USE material, Don Cook made a 

motion that USE material be distributed by the Publications Committee to all 

110) and 110)A USers only. This motion was seconded and carried with one 

abstention. 

Ben Han~ moved that material to be submitted to the Publications Committee 

for distribution be submitted on vellum and that if any other exchange media 

is desired, the person desiring this information contact the originator of 

the program. This was seconded by Don Cook and carried. 

The Chairman of the Program Development Committee reported that committee '8 

recommendations. It was moved by Ben Han~ that the oral report of the 

Program Development Committee be approved. This motion was seconded by Jules 

Mersel and approved. 

It was suggested that at future meetings consideration might be given to 

data reduction systems. 

Before the conference adjourned, it was decided that the Program Development. 

Committee, the Standards Committee and the Polioy Committee would meet on 

February 16 and 17 in St Paul with ERA acting as host. 

Attachment 
Oral Committee Reports 
presented at this meeting 

Respectfully submitted, 

DOllllld I, Cook 
Boeing Airplane Company 



COMMTTl'EE REPORTS 

standards Committee 

This report was given by the Chairman of the Standards Committee, Gus Deckert. 

The Standards Committee proposes a TRANS-USE Proeram aB the rnin:imum standard 

assembly program. It will accept programs written in the standard USE 

language and translates them to some form directly acceptable by the computer. 

The form of the proposed USE language is a B follows: 

A. Symbol 

A symbol consists of from one to six characters, at least one of which 

mumt be alphabetic. The characters permitted are the letters of the 

alphabet, A thru Z, and the numeric digits 0 thru 9. Special signifi­

cance 1s attached to the following symbols: 

1. The symbol "A" represents the octal number 32000 and refers to the 

AccUJm.1lator. 

2. The symbol "Q" represents the octal number 31000 and refers to the 

Quotient Register. 

3. The symbol Dddddd represents the sum of the octal number 40000 and 

the octal equivalent of the decimal. number "ddddd" where "d" 18 8ll\V 

decimal. digit 0 thru 9. This symbol 18 used for references to the 

magnetic drum. The decimal number "ddddd" must be less than 16384. 

4. The symbol "FILL" in any part of the instruction other than the 

location (i.e., the operation or either address) indicates that 

portion ot the instruction8 i8 to be computed and supplied by the 

program • . If the symbol "FILL" i8 USed as a location, its use there 

supersede'S the above and it will be treated as any other symbol. 

-5. Symbols Fl, F2 and F3 represent actual locations 00000, 00001, and 

00002 respectively. 
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Standards Committee (cont'd) 

B. Location 

The location of an instruction may be blink or may consist of any one 

symbol. The symbols are used for reference purpot'3es only and do not, in 

any way, imply the order of the inetruc tions. The sequence in which the 

instruotions are written specifies the order in which they are to be 

exeouted. 

C. Operation 

The two character mnemonic abbreviatione as prepared by ERA are used 

for basic machine codes except for those commands which require a II jtl 

as a part of the u address. In this ease, the" j" is appended to the 

mnemonic abbreviation as a third character (0.$ j < 7). If j • 0, it 

may be omitted if desired. 

The operation D indicates a full word decimal constant entered in the 

u address field. 

The operation B indicates a full word octal constant entered in the 

u address. 

D. Addresses 

1. Permissible Addresses 

a. References to a location is made by the presence in the address 

of the eymbol corresponding to the location to be referred to. 

b. An invariant address is indicated by entering a decimal. number 

(less than 4096 except for drum references) in the address . 

2. Combination Addresses 

In certain instances, it is convenient to express the addressee of 

a command as a combination of a location and a constant. For this 
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Standards Committee (cont'd) 

purpose, it is permissible to use the two arithmetic operations, 

add (+) and subtract (-). 

E. Program Constants 

The operation codes Band D signifies that the u address contains a 

constant plus Sign if neceseary. '!his constant will be converted as & 

decimal integer if "D" is the operation code and an octal integer if 

"B" is the operation code. 

It is reoommended that the programs be transmitted in some directly useable 

form and include check sums. The actual media of exchange was left to the 

discretion of the Publications Committee. 

No decisions were made relative to the subprogram format e 
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Publioations Committee 

This report was presented by Peggy Johnson, Chairman of the Publications 

Committee. It was deoided that only USE material would be published 

independent of the Central Exchange. USE material would consist of: 

1. Minutes of meetings. 

2. Solicited infonnation. 

3. Operations organizations. 

4. Pro gram write-ups. 

It was decided that all infonnation submitted to the Publications Committee 

for distribution should be on vellum. This vellum will then be reproduced 

and three copies of the material will be furnished each USE participant (two 

ozalid and 1 sepia). The frequency of distribution will be after each meet­

ing and will include the minutes of the previous meeting (furnished the USE 

Secretary by the recording secretary) and any accumulated material. 

It is the recommendation of the committee that only printed material be 

exchanged. The facility at St Paul is not able, without considerable 

inconvenience, to reproduce cards as they do not have a reproducer independent 

of the 1103. They are able to reproduce punched paper tape and, if it is 

the wish of USE, will include it as an exchange media. 

The Chairman of the Publications Committee requested that the Publications 

Committee be furnished with the name, address and telephone number of a 

representative from each organization to whom material is to be sent. 

---~ 
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Program Development Committee 

This report was presented by Donn Combelic, Che;irman of the Committee. 

The first part of the report was devoted to the determination of how much 

cooperation can be achieved in the .immediate future. The second part was 

devoted to a discussion of a common compiler. 

Common Functions 

Ramo-Wooldridge agreed to investigate their function subroutines and Convair's 

subroutines and evaluate them for USE distribution. ERA agreed to do the 

sarne for all other such subroutines, except card routines. At the next 

meeting of the Program Development COmmittee, these organizations will 

pre8ent lists of all such routines investigated and recommendations as to 

which of these subroutines are to be modified for distribution. 

Matrix Routines 

Don Gantner of Ramo.Wooldridge has agreed to investigate the matrix routines 

in use at Douglas. Boeing and Lookheed agreed to present a report of their 

matrix experience at the next meeting of the committee. 

Linear Programming 

ERA i8 currently developing a Linear Programming Routine which will be 

available to USE via the Central Exchange. 

Differential Equations 

Deferred, inasmuch as there did not seem to be a need for such a program 

at this time. 

Tape Handlers 

ERA agreed to distribute information concerning the program "Tape Worm" and 

also a Tape Boot-Strap for the dead space on the drum. 
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Program Development Committee (cont'd) 

Data Input Routines 

This was deferred until such time as a common language was agreed upon. 

Lockheed agreed to make available the specifications for the input 

routines of their interpretive sys\em at the next meeting. 

Data Outwit Routines 

Boeing agreed to prepare the specifications for fixed point and floating 

point Data , Output Routines of a very simple nature. ERA will prepare the 

specifications for a generalized output editing routine. 

Post MorteJll8 

This was deferred until such time as eufficiel'\t infonnation wa! available 

as to the post mortem requirements of the USE language. 

The second part of the Committee report concerned the problems of a common 

compiler. 

Boeing described their plans for a compiler and some discussion occurred 

as to the relative merits of the various features. This will be pursued 

at future meeting •• 



USE Organization Meeting 

January 9 & 10, 1956, Boeing, Seattle 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The members of the Program Development Committee are : 

Donald Cook, Boe ing 
Ben Handy, Lockheed 
Jules Mersel, Sperry-Rand, St . Paul 
Donn Combelic, Ramo-Wooldridge , Chairman 

Holloman has not appointed a member to the Committee: In addition to the 
above members, the following persons attended the committee meetings and 
participated in the discussions. 

Jack Rose, Sperry-Rand, L.A. 
Don Gantner, Ramo -Wooldridge 
Martha Morris, Boeing 

The first meeting of the Program Development Committee was held January 9 
from 1 :30 to 4:30 P.M. The members discussed how they might cooperate on 
subroutines. Several classes of subroutines were considered, each in its 
turn, with the following results. 

Common Functions. This term was defined to include subroutines for computing 
the common transcendental functions , square root, and similar subroutines. 
There is now a rather extensive library of such routines for use on the 1103-­
only a few have been prepared specifically for the 1103A. It was agreed by the 
committee that Ramo-Wooldridge would prepare for consideration by the next 
meeting an edited list of all such subroutines which are now in the Ramo­
Wooldridge library. Sperry-Rand agreed to do the same for the common function 
subroutines in the ERA St . Paul library . The committee will select subroutines 
from these lists for inclusion in the USE subroutine library. The work of 
coding and writing up will be assigned as agreed upon at the February, 1956, 
meeting. 

Matrix Routines. Don Cook of Boeing and Ben Handy of Lockheed said that their 
organizations had had considerable experience with matrices, but that their 
personal knowledge of these matters was not extensive. Boeing's open shop 
arrangement is such that it might be inadvisable for them to develop a set 
of matrix subroutines for the 1103A. Both Boeing and Lockheed agreed to pre­
pare a report on their organizations' experience with matrices with respect 
to coding methods, kinds of aritmnetic used, accuracy, Sizes, etc., so that 
this information could be used as a basis for the development of subroutines 
by both individual organizations or on a cooperative basis. Don Gantner of 
Ramo-Wooldridge mentioned that Douglas Aircraft had had a great deal of ex­
perience with matrices and he agreed to collect appropriate information from 
their organizations, which could then be incorporated into the record of 
matrix experience for use by the USE organization. 
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Ordinary Differential Equations. Boeing and Lockheed indicated that their organi­
zations did not feel a need for any differential equation solving subroutines at 
this time. Ramo-Wooldridge has checked out a Gill method subroutine. It was 
agreed that planning a cooperative effort on differential equation subroutines 
would be deferred until a need arose by more than one organization. 

Tape Handlers. Lockheed has written some very specialized tape routines for its 
own use. Considering the other organizations' lack of experience with the 1103A 
Uniservos, it was felt that no serious attempt should be made to cooperate at this 
time on writing tape: handling routines. Sperry-Rand St. Paul has written two tape 
routines which may be of general utility: the information about these routines 
will be distributed to the USE members in the normal course of events. The first 
routine, known as Tapeworm, moves information between magnetic tapes and core 
storage. The second is a tape-reading routine which has been coded for execution 
from the dead space on the 1103A drum. (Incidentally, if members do not have de­
tailed information on the 1103A drum dead space, it can be obtained by writing to 
Jules Mersel in St. Paul.) There is available a catalogue of UNIVAC tape and utility 
routines. Sperry-Rand Los Angeles agreed to send a copy. of this catalogue to each 
USE member. The members agreed that they would look through this catalogue with 
a view to determining what type of routines may be desirable for the 1103A. This 
kind of knowledge would provide a basis, at the next meeting, for discussion of 
cooperative coding of tape handlers. 

Numerical Data Input. Most of the member organizations are not able at this time 
to describe their needs for data input subroutines. The only progress along these 
lines has been made at Lockheed. They have prepared specifications for data input 
pseudo-instructions which will be paTt of their interpretive system. The actual 
coding has not yet been done. However, Lockheed expects to have flow charts prepar­
ed (perhaps some coding also) which they will present at the next meeting of the 
committee. The first of the subroutines is called for in their interpretive scheme 
by the operation "read floating-decimal tape." The floating-decimal words (48 to 
a block of magnetic tape) are stored in the form ±xx±xxxxxxxx followed by three 
spaces. The routine reads and converts the floating-decimal words and stores them 
in successive memory cells in floating binary. A similar routine will ' be prepared 
for octal words 48 per block. 

Numerical Data Output. Sperry-Rand has been thinking about a generalized output 
editing routine similar to that developed for Univac at Livermore and known as 
the LMO Edit Compiler. The members of the committee agreed that such a routine 
would be valuable. Sperry-Rand St. Paul agreed to prepare some preliminary speci­
fications for this routine and present them for consideration at the next committee 
meeting. A generalized editing routine of this type is a very large job and its 
accomplishment might well require several months. It was agreed that it was 
most important for each organization to have available within a very short time 
data output subroutines which would at least print out numbers in some usable 
form, although this form might not be ideal. Boeing agreed to prepare for the 
next meeting a set of specifications for two numerical data output subroutinesj 
one to print floating-point numbersj the second to print stated-point numbers. 
The committee suggested that these subroutines be able to print from zero to 
eight numbers per line on the high speed printer. The number of numbers to be 
printed on a line would be controlled by the programmer setting in a parameter 
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just before entering the routine. This parameter would remain in effect then 
until changed by the programmer. If the detailed specifications as presented 
by Boeing are approved at the next meeting of the committee, Boeing will code 
the subroutines . 

Di~gnostic Routines. Again the lack of experience with the 1103A precluded the 
members from stating specifically their needs for diagnostic routines. There 
was general agreement that each organization would want to have at least a selec­
tive memory dump and a changed word post-mortem; however, it was felt that their 
simplicity rendered inadvisable a cooperative effort in coding these particular 
routines. Ben Handy described Lockheed's plans for a selective tracing routine-­
considerable interest was shown in this subject and it was agreed that discussion 
of this type of diagnostic-routine would be listed specifically in the agenda for 
the next meeting of the Program Development Committee. 

Connnon Compiler. The second Program Development Connni ttee meeting started at 8: 30 
A.M., January 10, and was devoted to the discussion of the problems of a connnon 
compiler . Boeing has made considerable progress in the development of a compiler 
for the 1103A and they were kind enough to present and discuss in detail the spe­
cifications and methods which they are working on. Practically everyone joined 
in the discussions which ranged from details to general philosophy to be followed. 
I think it can be said that there was no specific progress made toward developing 
a connnon compiler; however, there was considerable airing of the needs of various 
organizations and in particular how Boeing's plans would either fill, or fail to 
fill , these needs. It was generally agreed that a great deal of value was gained 
by each participating organization as a result of these discussions. 

a;t-f;;/vL ~ ~ 
Don Cook of Boeing agreed to make~ an updating progtess report on Boeing's compiler) 
indicating in particular what steps had been taken towards solution of the problems 
still unresolved at the time of the January meeting. Ramo-Wooldridge said they 
hoped to have some definite specifications on paper for their compiler by February 1 
and would therefore be able and willing to make a presentation in the same spirit 
as Boeing has made. 

Don Cook of Boeing outlined their latest recommendations for the high-speed printer 
plotting modifications. These specifications are different from those presented 
at the 1103 Users Meeting at San Francisco in December, 1955. The changes were 
necessary in order to make consistent the overall input-output printing system. 
The suggested specifications have not yet been accepted by Sperry-Rand. In the 
list below the subscripts a, b, c, d, mean left-most, left of center, right of 
center, right-most, respectively . 

Character 
suggested 
by Boeing 

( 
) 

Original 
High Speed 
Printer Character 

* $ 
% 

& 

* 
( 
) 
+ 
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The Program Development Committee adjourned its meeting at 10:00 A.M., January 10, 
the second and last day of the USE January meeting. 

The remainder of the second day was devoted in part to a presentation by each 
committeechairmao of a repo~ of his committee's actions. In particular, 
the Program Development Connnittee chairman gave an oral report which is essen­
tially reproduced above. The next meeting of the Program Development Committee 
will be held at the same time as the Standards and Policy Committees'meetings 
at St. Paul, February 16, and 17, with Sperry-Rand acting as hosts. 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 
Program Development Committee 
January 18, 1956 
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9:15 AoM. 

9:30 AoM. 

12:00 Noon 

ls30 P.M. 

1:30 P.M. 

USE CONFERENCE 
at 

Remington Rand Univac 
sto Paul, Minnesota 

February 16 & 17,1956 

Thursday February 16 

Welcoming Address 
Conference Room 

Approval of Last Minutes 

Old Business 

New Business 

Byron D. Smith 
Building 6 

Publications 

10 Agenda for Program Committee 

a o CX Subroutine 
bo Compiler 
co Matricer 
d. lockheed. 's Data Input 
e. Univac Tape Handling 

-20 Agenda for standards Committee 
a. Agree on a Language 
b . Agree on a Subroutine l:<'ormat 
c . Writeup of Subr8utines 
~ Output Routines 
,~~ 1) Boe ing 

2) Remington Rand Univac 

30 Agenda for Publications Committee 

Lunch at Criterion 

Program Planning Committee 

Conference Room Building 6 

Standards Committee 

Conference Room 1164 
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9:00 A.M. 

12:00 Noon 

l:00P.Mo 

USE CONFERENCE 

Friday February 17 

Meet in Conference Room 
Leave for Midway YMCA 

1164 

Lunch at YMCA '!'wo Groups 

One Comnittee 



were: 

MlNUTF~S OF THF. MEETING OF USE 

At' 
REhlNG'l'ON RAND UNl VAC DJ. Vl,sI0N 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

16 and 17 February 1956 

Jules Mersel served as chairman of the meetingse In attendance 

Boeing Airplane Company 

Donald Cook, Policy Committee Member 
August Deckert 

Holloman Air Force Base 

Hans Gschwind 
Robert Tantzen, Policy Committee Member 

Lockheed Missile Systmes Division 

Bernard Dove 
Ben Handy , 
~hard Talmadge, Policy Committee Member 

Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

Donn Cambelic 
Donald Gantner, Policy Committee Member 
Robert Perkins 

Remington Rand Univac 

Nonnan Albrecht 
Robert Belscamper 
Peggy Johnson 
Earl Joseph, Policy Committee Member 
Jules Mersel 
Irvin Vol tin 

The agenda forfue tvo days of meetings was presented to the group. 

Thursday Morning: Policy Committee Meeting 

Approval of last,minutes 
Old Business; Publications 
Committee Agendas 

1. Program Planning Committee 

~o Central Exchange Subroutines 
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1. Correction (date) 
2. Revision or ____ _ (dat e) 

(rr the coding or a routine is corrected, the routine 
viII retain the same index. rr the routine is revised 
in any way, a new index vill be assigned.) 

(3) The Standards Committee recommended a cceptance of the stand­
ard subroutine format presented in the proposal from the ' 
chairman, with the follo~dng revisions: 

D.l.b Control data and results_ ~eed not a lways be stored ' 
wi thin the subroutine. Either the argument or 
result may be in the Accumulator or Q-Register 1£ -
this is indicated in the program wri tauPe 

'. ' 

D.1 Preceding the program entry and exits are seven I 

parameter words as follows: 

t - 7 nl number of instructions 
t - 6 n2 number or constants 
t - 5 n3 number of erasable l ocations 
t - 4 p number of control i tams 
t - 3 r number of results 

. t - 2 Sl} 
double length check sum 

t - 1 s2 

It was noted that sufficient information is presented here " 
to enable assembly routines to relocate the erasable stor~ge 
in a common pool. ,', 

The Standards Canmi t tee suggested that wi th the USE language now 
defined it would be appropria te for the Program Development Committee to pro­
vide for the vri ting of specifications for TRANSUSE - the minimum assembly 
program. Arter some l a ter discussion it was agreed that the Program Developm.eD,t 
Committee 'at the neat meeting would try to decide upon what type of output 
TRANSUSE would provide. 

'It was also suggested that further consideration be given to the 
definition of "the standard lI03A". This suggest ion arose from discussions 
within the standards Committee of the rearrangement or the High Speed Printer 
type wheels which Boeing intends to make inorder to obtain plotting features. 
Also, Holloman is contemplating a non-standard plugboard for the Card Unito 
Don Cook said that Boeing would send to all USE members a description of their 
High Speed Printer wheels. All members agreed to send their comments on this re­
arrangement to Wayne Aamoth, Sales Manager Univac Scientific. It was suggested 
that in this way it tight eventually be decided that the High Speed Printer with 
plotting facilities is standard equipmento 

Two topics for discus ~ion by the Standards Commitee at the next meeting were 
proposed by the Chairman of the Program Development Committee. 

1. Define pr3Cisely ~hat is meant by nexecution time" of a routine. 

2. Reconsider the matt er of multiple entries to subroutines. 
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Bob Perkins 
Norm Albrecht 
Peg Johnson 
Earl Joseph 

The Policy Committee reconvened at 1:30 Friday Afternoon. 

The chairman of the standards Committee presented an oral report 
of the committee's recommendations. 

(1) The Standards Committee recomll:ended acceptance of the USE 
language as described in the proposal distributed by 
the Chairman of the Standards Committee prior to these 
meetings with the following revisions and additions. (The 
numbering refers to the criginal proposal.) 

A.3 Special significance is assigned to the symbol "D" 
only (D = 400(0) rather than the class of symbols 
tKidddd. 

Ao 6 ~ special symbol is used to designate octal numbers. 
,~y symbol consisting of from 1 to 5 octal digits 
followed by the letter B is an octal number. 

Eo The operation codes "Btl and "Dn signify that the 
following word is octal or decimal. 

D.l.b An invariant address is indicated by entering a 
a decimal number of f 6 digits in the address. 

D.~ ,! An address may be 
of' a symbol and a 
two symbols. The 
and subtract (- ) 

expressed as either a combination 
constant or as a combination of 
two arithmetic operations, add (+) 
are used to indicate the combination. 

A.4 The symbol uFILLu is translated to the illegal 
machine address 30000 to provide an immedia te stop. 

A.5 The symbols F1, 12, and F3 have no special significance. 
The fixed address FlJ F2, and F 3 are to be denoted 
by 0, 1, and 2. 

Printing Symbols: All printing symbols are considered 
to be distinct rather than oertain symbols being identi­
f'ied, such as zero and "0", one and "L", two and tlZU 

(2) The Standards Committee recommended acceptance of the form 
for routine \o11"i teups preScribed in the proposal from the 
Chairman with the following additions and revisions: 

Dol The items Calling Sequence, Control Data. and Operational 
Procedure are separated into three distinct items. 

C.4 Number Representation 

Ao4 Routine Index- a six character index, the first two 
characters of which designate the orignator. 
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b. Compiler 
c. Matrices 
d. Lockheed's Data Input 
eo Univac Tape Handling 

2. Standards Committee 
a. Agreement on a language 
b. Agreement on a subroutine format 
Co Agreement on lJri. teup of subroutines 
d. Specifications for output routines 

1) Boeing 
2) Rem-Rand Univac 

3. Publications Committee 

Thursday Afternoon: Committee Meetings 

Friday Morning: Canmi ttee Meetings 

Friday Afternoon: Policy COIIIIlittee Meeting: Presentation of Committee 
reports to Policy Committee 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. Donn Combelic 
suggested that the matter of reports from committee chairmen should be clari­
fied. After some discussion it w.s decided that each committee chairman shall 
prepare a written report fer distribution vith the minutes of the Pelicy 
Cammitt~e meetings. These reperts are to ~e sent to the Chairman of the 
Publicati.n8 Committee within two weeks following any meeting. The minutes 
of the Policy Committee viII contain summaries of committee reports made orally 
to the Folicy Committee. 

Copies of a Central Exchange release on the formation of USE and a 
"SUlIlIIlB.l"Y of USE Publishing Procrdures fA were distributed. (A revised version 
of the latter is appended to these minutes o ) 

The agendas for the committee meetings 'Jere revised to include CUtput 
Routines on the agenda for the Program Planning COmtt'.i ttee rather than the 
Standards Committee. It was agreed that there 'WaS no business for the Publications 
Committee. The revised agenda was approved and the joint meeting adjourned 
until the following afternoon. 

The Program Planning Committee members were: 

Donn Cambelic, Chairman 
Don Cook 
Hans Gschwind 
Bernard Dove 
Dick Talmadge 
Don Gantner 
Bob Belscamper 
Jules Mersel 
Irv Voltin 

The Standards Commitee Members were: 

Q1s Deckert, Chairman 
Bob Tantzen 
Ben Handy 
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Dick Talmadge moved that the group "tentatively accept the USE 
language proposed by the Standards Committee". This motion vas seconded and 
carried unanimously. The motion was later reconsidered and defeated. The 
Chairman of the Policy Committee announced that a vote on acceptance of the 
proposed USE language is to be the first business at the next meetingo 

It vas then moved and seconded that the proposed program writeup 
format be accep~d. This motion was carried unanimously. Acceptance of the 
proposed subroutine form vas next moved and seconded. This was also carr1ed 
unanimously 0 

The Chairman of the Program Development Oammit~ee presented an oral 
report of the committee's actionBo 

(1) 

(2) 

I 
Cammon function subroutines: Representatives of Boeing, Ramo-
Wooldridge, and Remington Rand agreed to have coded by April 1 
a number of the cammon function subroutines. Lockheed agreed to 
provide some of these subr~tines at a later date. 

Matrix' Routines: Boeing and Ramo-Wooldridge presented reports 
on experie~ce with matrix routines at t heir in~tallations (and 
Dcuglas-3anta Monica). Don Cook of Boeing agreed to collect 
more d~tailed information for the next meeting; Jules Mersel 
stated that Remington Rand would also report on matrices at that 
meeting. It was generally agreed that there vould be no exchange 
through USE of matrix routines at the present time. Ramo-Wooldridge 
distributed eopies of the folloving: 

Summary of Douglas Matrix Routines 
Linear Matrix Equation Solver (AX=B), MTI-O 
Study of Matrix Inversion on the ERA-lI03 Employing 
Routine MTI-O 

(3) Numerical Data Input: Boeing described input routines which 
have already been coded for floating decimal-to-floating binary 
and for octal numbers. Specifications for a stated point 
decimal input were given. 

(4) Numericr:..l Data CUtput: Boeing agreed to produce a floating point 
output routine for the High Speed Printer. The sFecs for this 
routine were agreed upon by the Program Development Committee. 
Boeing also proposed specs fer a stated point output routine for 
the H ~ gh Speed Printer and will proceed to code this routineo 

Bob Belscamper presented some remarks on a general output editing 
routine; it vas agreed that Remington Rand would present a set of 
secifictltions for such a routine at the next meeting. 

(5) Tape Handlers: Jules Mersel described a number of Univac routines 
which have proved to be useful. Lockheed said that, if possible, 
theyvill present at the next meeting their ideas for a general 
correcting routine and tape diagnostic routines. 

There was no discussion of a compiler at this meeting of the Program 
Development CQ.TIlllli t tse. H:nJev<;r, DorlIl Co!t:belic dis t.ributed cories of c. R.·lrr_c ,~ 

Wocldrldgo rel'or-t: ;>rOvosed Trnndc:\tion and Check-Out System for ERA-l103Ao 

It vas moved and seconded that the report of the Program Development 
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Committee be approved e The motion was carried unanimously <I 

Dick Talmadge said that Lockheed would be glad to host the next 
meeting of the Policy Committee. It was decided that this meeting would be 
held on Thursday and Friday, March 29 and .30 at the Lockheed Mi ssiles Systems 
DivisionJ> Va.n Nuys:;. California. The Program Development and Standards Comi ttees 
will meet concurrently. 

Appendix: Summary of USE Publishing Procedures 

PBJ:mlc 

Respectfully submitted 

Peggy B. Johnson 
Remington Hand Univac 
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A Summary o£ USE Publishing Procedures 

16 February 1956 

At the USE meetings in Seattle, January 9 and 10, it was suggested 
that the chair.man of the Publications Commitee prepare a summary of the decisions 
made concerning the publication of USE material. This summary is presented 
hereo 

1. The Publicaticns Committee - The purpose of the USE Publications 
is to disseminate 1l0)A information to members of the USE organi­
zation. USE material is reproduced and distributed by the Rem­
ington Rand Univac Division in st. Paul. All material £or pub.ii­
ca tion shoul d be sent to the chairman of the Publications 
Committee. 

Peggy B. Johnson 
Systems Analysis Department 
Remington Rand Univac Division 
1902 West Minnehaha Avenue 
St. Paul -w4, Minnesota 

20 USE Publicuticns - Only papers resulting frcm the USE cooperative 
ef£ort will be published by USE 9 l10)A information and routines 
genera ted by., inJi vidual users will be published in the Bentral 
Exchange 0 The USE name on public~ticns will imply compliance with 
the USE standards as established by the Standards Committee. 

USE publications will include: 

Minutes of meetings 
Solicited information 
Program write-ups 

a o Minutes of Meetings - Within two weeks following 
each meeting of the Policy Committee, the recording secretary 
will submit to the Publications Committee chairman minutes of the 
meeting. Oral reports of the working committees presented 
to the Policy Committee are to be included in the minutes. 
Written reports from the committee chairman are to be submi tted 
within the two· week period for distribution with the minuteso 
(Meeting agendas and correspondence of the working committees 
will be distributed by the committee chairman.) 

b o Solicited Information - The Executive Secretary of USE may, 
on direction of the Policy Committee, solicit and compile in­
formation (eog. operating procedures and organizations, lists 
of routines in progress etc.). Such papers will be submitted 
to the PublicationsCammittee chairman fordistribtuiono 

c. Program Write-Ups - Program write-ups will be submi tted to 
the publisher by the members of the Public&tions Committee 
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representing each of the member organi~_tions of USE. 
It is the re8p()n~ibil1ty of such representatives to insure 
that program write-ups satisfy USE standards. 

Distribution of USE Publications - USE material will be avail­
able to 110.3 and 110)A users only. Material relating to the 
organization of USE and its activities (eog. minutes of meetings, 
committee reports) will be sent to the member organizations of 
USE only. USE products such as 1l0)A routines, information 
summaries, and the like vlll be sent to all 110.3 and l10]A in­
stallations. USE material will be mailed to the member of the 
Publications Committee representing the participating organization. 

Frequency of Distribution - Following each meeting of USE, the 
minutes and all ~cUmulated material will be distributed. 

50 Form of Distribution - Only printed material will be distributadQ 

Three copies of all material \dlll::e furnished to each USE part­
icipant (two ozalid and one sepia master)o One ozalid copy will 
be sent to each 110) and 110)A installationo 

60 Form of Contribution - All material submitted to the Publications 
Committee for distribution shall be on vellumo 

70 Members of the Publications Committee -

Donald Cook - Boeing Airplane Company 
Bernard Dove - Lockheed Missile Systems Division 
Donn Cambelic - Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
Robert Tantzen - Holloman Air Force Base 
Peggy B. Johnson - Remington Rand Univac 
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USE Organisation Meeting 
February 15 and 16, 1956 
Sperry-Rand, St. Paul 

REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

'!he members of the Standard. Committee were: 

B. Hand1', Lockheed Missile Systel1l8 Division 
Earl Joseph, Sperry-Rand Univac Division 
Robert Tantzen, Holloman AFB 
Robert Perkins, Ramo-Wooldridge 
August Deckert, Boeing (Chairman) 
Peggy Johnson, Sperry-Rand Univac Division 

'!he Standards Committee discussed the proposals for a USE language, subprogram 
format, and subprogram write-up that were 11l&iled to each USE organization 
atter the Seattle meeting. A copy of the final proposals is enclosed. 

The identification for subprograms was discussed and a 6 character identifi­
cation was proposed. The first 2 characters would indicate the organuation 
and the last 4 would indicate the program number. The program number would 
change whenever a revision vas made to the subprogram. '!he 2 oharacter 
identification for the present USE members i8 ae follows: 

ML Lockheed Missile Systems Diviaion 
RR Sperry-Rand Univac Division 
HO Holloman AFB 
RW Ramo-Wooldridge 
BA Boeing 

Multiple entries and a method for computing running time on subprograms were 
deferred until the next meeting in Van Nuys. 

().u~+&~ 
August Deckert 
Chairman, Standards Committee 

Enclosure 
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USE - STANDARffi COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

I. . Proposed USE Language 

A. Symbol 

A symbol consists of from one to six characters, at least one of 
which must be alphabetic. The characters permitted are the lettere 
of the alphabet, A thru Z, and the numeric digite 0 thru 9. Special 
81gni!icance is attached to the following eymbols. 

1. The eymOOl "A" represente the octal number 32000 and refers 
to the Accumulator. 

2. The eymbol "Q" represente the octal number 31000 and refers 
to the Quotient Register. 

3. The symbol D represente the octal number 40000 and ie used 
for references to the drum. 

4. The symbol dddddB represents the octal number ddddd, wher 
d is Mf3 octal digit 0 thru 7. If d equals 6 or 9, it would 
be noted as a possible error. 

5. The symbol "FILL" in any part of the instruction other than 
location (i.e., the operation or either address) indicates 
that portion of the instructions ill to be computed and supplied 
by the program. In the u or v address fielde, "FILL" will 
be replaced by 30000. When "FILL" i8 used as an operation, 
it will be replaced by "00 11 • It the symbol "FILL" ie used 
as a location, ita use there supersedes the above and it will 
be treated as any other symbol. 

B. Location 

The loeation of an instruction may be blank or may consist of &n7 
one symbol. The symbols are used for reference purpose only and do 
not, in any w~, implY the order of the instruotions. The sequence 
in which the instructions are written specifiee the order in whioh 
they are to be executed. 

C. Operation 

The two character mnemonic abbreviations as prepared by ERA are used 
for basic machine codes except for those commands which require a 
"j" as a part of the u address. In this case, the "j" is appended 
to the mnemonic abbreviation as a third character (0 ~ j ~ 7). It 
j • 0, it may be omitted if deeired. 

The operation D indica tea the following full word is a decimal constant. 

The operation B indicates the following full word i8 an octal constant. 
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D. Addresses 

1. Permissible Addresses 

a. References to a location il made by the prel5enee in the 
address of the symbol corresponding to the location to be 
referred to. 

b. An invariant address is indicated by entering a decimAl 
number (lese than 3 2, 768) in the address. 

2 • Combination Addresses 

In certain ins tancee , it is convenient to express the addresses 
of a command as a combination of two locations or a looation 
and a constant. For this purpose, it is permissible to use the 
two arithmetic operatioll8, add (+) and subtract (-). 

E. Program Constants 

The operation codes B and D Signifies that the following full word 
contains a constant plus sign if necessary. This constant will be 
converted as a decimal integer if ltD" is the operation code and an 
octal integer if "BII is the operation code. 
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USE - STANDARDS COMMI'I'l'EE PROPOSAL 

Proposed USE Program Write-Up Form 

A. Identification 

1. Title 

2. Author - Date 

3. Installation 

B. Purpose - brief statement 

C. Method 

1. AccuracY' 

2. Range 

.3. Derivation or Reference 

D. Usage 

1. Calling Sequence 

2. Control nata 

.3. Operational Procedure 

4. Space Required 

5. Error Codes (left in Accumulator or Q Register) 

6. Format Received or Generated if an Input-Output Routine 

E. Restriction. 

1. Components Required other than "Minimum 110.3A" 

2 • Other Program Required 

3. Data (Quantity, Form, Parameter Ranges, Number Representation) 

4. Card Form, Tape Format 

5. Wiring Diagram or Board Used, if a Print Routine 

F. Coding Information 

1. Constants and their Locations 

2. Eras ble Input-Output Locations 

.3. Timing 
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USE - STANDARDS COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

I. Proposed USE Subprogram Conventions 

A. Control Data and Program Reeu1 ts 

1. Control data is to be preetored in consecutive locations 
beginning with location t+3. 

2. The program results are to be stored in consecutive locations 
beginning with location t+)+j, where j is the number of words 
occupied by the control data, the program can leave an item in 
the Accumulator, this information would be found in the program 
write-up. 

3. The Accumulator can be used to store one item of control data­
or results and this IIhould be indicated in the write-up. 

B. Program Entry 

1. The calling sequence necessary to initiate entry to a sub­
program 18: 

!:.2£:. OP. u ADDRESS v ADDRESS 

r RJ t+2 t 

x-+-l • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . 

EXPLANATION 

Jump to the first word of' 
the program. 

Control returned here fol­
lowing successful execution 
of' the program. 

2. Only one entry (at the start.ing location) is to be proYided. 
Multiple function programs will include an operation code as 
part of the control data. 

C. Program Exits 

Each subprogram will have two exits: The first exit in location t+1 
is to transfer control to an automatic diagnostic routine following 
detection of an error; the second exit in location t+2 i8 to return 
control to location x-+-1 of the calling sequence execution of' the 
subprogram. In the case of an error, a code is to be left in the 
Accumulator at the time control is transferred to the diagnostic to 
indicate the type of error and the subprogram in which the error was 
detected. 

D. Subprogram. Fomat 

1. The pieces of each subprogram are assembled in the follOWing 
sequence: 

a. Program entry and exits. 

b. Control data and program results. 
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c. The body of the program. 

d. The program constants. 

e. The erasable storage. 

2. The writ ten instructions for a. and b. will appear as follow!!: 

LOC. OP. u ADDRESS v ADDRESS EXPLANATION 

t MJO 0 START Jump to the body of the program. 

t+l RJ DIA~2 DIAG Error exit to the diagnostic 
routine. 

t+2 MJO 0 FILL Success exit to location r+l 
of the calling sequence. 

t+) FILL FILL FILL First word of control data. 

t+ J+ j FILL FILL FILL First word of program results. 

• 
• 

START . . • • •• First word of body of program. 

E. Relocation Parameters 

A set of parameters needed in the relocation and checking of subprograms 

will be included with the program. The parameter words will be located 

before the program entry and ex! te. 

t-71 double length check sum of the program 
t-6j located at 8(1000). 

t-5 nl number of cells 8ubject to address modification. 

t-4 ~ number of constants. 

t-3 n) number of erasable locations. 

t-2 p number of oontrol items. 

t-l r number of results. 
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USE - STANDARDS COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

SAMPLE PROGRAM 

BA F209, STATED BINARY SQUARE ROOT 

AU GUST DECKERT - 16 JANUARY 1956 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 

LOCATION OPERATION u ADDRESS v ADDRESS EXPLANATION 

ENTRY MJ 0 START Jump to the body of the program. 

ERROR RJ DIAG+2 DIAG Error exit to the diagnostic routine. 

EXIT MJ 0 FILL Suooess exit to location r+1 of 
the calling sequence 0 

y FILL FILL FILL y.2 to P 

X FILL FILL FILL x'2 to P+35/2 

START 'IP Y A Transmit Y to Acc. 

SJ ERROR1 NON&} Y negative 

HONEG TP A X Trammd t y to x 

ZJ NOZERO EXIT Y equals zero 

NOZERO TP B X Tramnnit B to x 

EJ B EXIT yequals B 

LOOP SP Y 35 y o 2 to P+35 

DV X A Transmit y/Xn to A 

RS A X y/Xn - Xn to A 

LT 35 Q 1 
~(y/Xn - Xn) to Q 

RA X Q Xn+1 

QJ LOOP EXIT ~X negative repeat 

ERRORl SP CODEl 0 Error code into AR 

MJ 0 ERROR To error exit 

B B 377777771777 2 to 35 minus 1 

CODn B 310503150001 F209 x 2 to 12+1 
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USE - STANDARDS COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

SAMPLE PROGRAM WRITE-UP 

1. IDENTIFICATION BA 1209, STATED BINARY SQUARE ROOT 

• AUauST DECKERT - 16 JANUARY 19$6 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 

2. PURPOSE 

G1 ven 1', thie program calculate8 the square root of 1. 

3. METHOD 

a. Thi8 program calculates the square root of y to 34 binary places 

ot accuracy. 

b. 'lbe range of y ill 0 ~ l' ~ 23$_1. 

c. Newton's iteration method was used to calculate the square roots. 

In>l • ~ [Y/Xn - ~ 
when ~ ~/Xn -, > 0 iteration i. oomplete 

4. USAGE 

a. Calling Sequence 

LOC. OPe u ADDR. v ADDR. -
r RJ t+2 t 

r+l Normal Return 

b. Control and Result. 

The argument y has to be placed at t+3 and the square root of 

l' will be found in t+4 and the Acoumulator on return through 

the 8ucceS8 exit. 

c. Space Required 

21 worde including oonstante and working space. 
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d. Error Codes 

Theee are left in the Accumulator on return through the error 

exit. 

CODE EXPLANATION -
F209-2141 Y is negative. 

5. RESTRICTIONS 

6. 

Assume the use of a binary representation as y.2P, then X has binary 

representation X.2~. If P is even, a multiplication by the 

aquare root of 2 is neoessary. 

CODING INFORMATION 

a. COIl8tants 

LOCATION CONSTANT EXPLANATION' 

B 377777777777 First approximation for X. 

CODEl 310503150001 1209 x 2 to 12+1 

b. Working Storage 

None. 

o. Timing 

Unknown. 



USE Organization Meeting 

February 16 and 17, 1956, Sperry-Rand, St. Paul 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The members of the Program Development Committee are: 

Donald Cook, Boeing 
Bernard Dove, Lockheed 
Jules Mersel, Sperry-Rand, St. Paul 
Donn Combelio, Ramo-Wooldridge, Chairman 

Holloman has not appointed a member to the Committee. In addition to the 
above, the following persops attended the Program Deveibpment Committee Meetings 
and participated in the discussions. 

Robert Belscamper, Sperry-Rand,,, St. Paul 
Dick Talmadge, Lookheed > 

Don Gantner, Ramo-Wooldridge 
Hans W. GschWind, Holloman 
Irvin Voltin, Sperry-Rand, St. Paul 

The Program Deve19pment Committee spent most of its meeting time discussing 
speoifications for various subroutines and allooating the neoessary work 
among the members. Several olasses of subroutines were conSidered, with the 
following results. 

COMMON FUNCTIONS - The members agreed to cooperate as indioated in coding 
the twelve common function subroutines listed below. In each case the name 
of the organization assuming the responsibility for the routine and salient 
features of the speoifications of the routine are given. 

1. Exponential Stated Point - Ramo -Wooldridge 

This will be a re-write :of the RamO-WOOldr5dge subroutine EXP-2. 
The scaling on both input and output is 23 j the nominal accuracy 
is 35 bits--actual acouracy is less due to roundoff in the routine. 

2. Exponential Floating Poin.t - Ramo-Wooldridge 

This is a rewri~e of the Ramo-Wooldridge subroutine EXP-3. Lockheed 
will also submit their exponential routines at a later tfme. 

3. Logarithm Stated. l.'.o::i:nt - Sperry-Rand . 

The scaling on both input and output is 235. 

4. Logarithm Floating Point · - Sperry-Rand 

Also Lockheed will submit their version of the floating po~nt log 
subroutine on a deferred basis. 
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5. Square Root Stated Point - Sperry-Rand 

Both the input and output for this square root routine will be 
considered as integers. 

6. Square Root Floating Point - Sperry-Rand 

7. Sine-Cosine Stated Point - Sperry-Rand 

The input to this ro~tin~ is in radians with scaling 232 • Scaling 
on the output is also 232 • The only limitation ·on the input is 
that it must fit into the ~ouble length accumulator ~ith the scaling 
indicated. 

8. Sine -Cosine Floating Point - Ramo -Wooldridge 

This will be a rewrite of the corresponding routine which now exists 
in the Ramo-Wooldridge Library. 

9. Arcsine -Arccosine Stated Point - Sperry-Rand 

Input scaled 233 , output in radians scaled 233. 

10. Arcsine -Arccosine Floating Point - Sperry-Rand 

Both the floating and stated-point arcsine-arccosine routines will be 
self-contained; that is, they will require no external square root 
subroutine. 

11. Arctangent Stated Point - Ramo-Wooldridge 

The input is scaled 233. The output is in radians 233. 

12. Arctangent Floating Point - Ramo-Wooldridge 

Lockheed will also submit their version of the arctangent floating 
point on a deferred basis. 

All the subroutines described above are to be coded in the form agreed upon 
by the Standards Committee. This form requires, in the case of the oombination 
subroutines involvi~g sine-cosine and their inverse functions, that the mode 
of operation must be selected by the programmer before entry. He will select 
this mode by transferring an appropriate parameter word limto a prescribed 
cell within the subroutine. The Program Development Committee has taoitly 
left the specification of particular parameter words to the discretion of the 
organization which has agreed to code the routine. Furhher details of the 
standard form of a USE subroutine will be found in the report of the Standards 
Committee. 
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MATRIX ROUTINES - Cook (BA) submitted to the Program Development Committee 
a writeup entitled "Summary of Matrix Experience at Boeing". This is a general 
discussion of Boeing's experience with their particular matrix problems. 
Gantner (RW) submitted a writeup entitled "Summary of Douglas Matrix Routines". 
In addition, Gantner submitted a paper prepared by Ramo-Wooldridge entitled 
"Study of Matrix Inversion on the ERA 1103 Employing Routine MTI -0" • The 
routine indicated employs a variation of the Gauss elimination method of solution 
of linear systems. The writeup described results achieved in inverting Hilbert 
matrices of various orders and also inverting the inverse of Hilbert matrices 
of the same orders. It also described experience with this routine on two 
other rather well known matrices. Copies of the R-W papers were distributed 
to the Committee. Copies of Boeing's writeup are attached herewith. Cook (BA) 
and Mersel (RR) agreed to try to colleot more detailed matrix information 
for submission at the next meeting. 

TAPE HANDLERS o- Mersel (RR) discussed the seven most useful Univac tape routines. 
These routines are in two groups: one for making corrections on tape, one for 
memory dumps. The first gruup, correction routines, consists of the following 
four routines. 

1. Mark VIII. The basic operation of Mark VIII is to copy a tape 
or a portion of tape on to another tape. Mark VIII may be used 
to duplicate a tape, skip through a tape, merge tapes, change the 
write density on tapes, or make corrections on a t~pe. All of the 
operations are controlle,d manually through supervisory control type­
ins. 

2. AC2. AC2 performs the same functions as Mark VIII except that AC2 
derives its controls automatically from orders on a Unityped tape. 
After completion, the routine :rewinds the instruction tape. AC2 
has been tound to be the most useful of the correction routines. 

3. AC3. This is a single purpose routine for making corrections 
to tape. The corrections are tape-controlled and may be listed 
in any desired sequence on the correction tape. Provision is 
made for making a permanent record of the corrections. 

4. Ac4. Ac4 is similar to AC3, but in addition provides a check 
on the corrections. Both the new and the old word are entered on 
the correction tape along with the identifying block and work 
number. The original word on the tape to be corrected is compared 
with the original word as written on the correction tape. Unlike 
AC3 these correction items must be recorded on the control tape 
in ascending order by block number. 

The second grQup, as reported by Mersel, consists of the following three 
routines. 

1. Tape Qomparator. This routine compares the information on two 
tapes word by word. If any discrepanci~s are found they may be 
pr'inted on the output printer or written on a tape in the follow­
ing form: The word fvom tape A, the block and word number, and 
the word from tape B. 
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2. Code Edit. This routine prepares an edited printout of an instruction 
tape in a form similar to that used in the original coding. Options 
are provided for including the date, and appropriate headings on the 
printout. The output consists of thirty instruction lines per page 
and the pages are automatically numbered in sequence. 

3. Code Analyzer. This routine lists each line of a program in the 
form: line number, the left half-word, the right half-word, and 
all references to that line. It als~ includes references to lines 
outside the routine itseIf such as temporary storage. Mersel indica­
ted that of the three routines listed here the code analyzer was by 
far the most useful. 

All the routines discussed above are written up in a summary form in a "Catalogue 
of Univac SJstelilRoutines " prepared by Remington-Rand and dated July, 1955 . 

Lockheed has need for specialized tape routines for their own use and they 
expect to give a fairly detailed discussion of their diagnostic tape routines 
at a future USE Meeting. 

Numerical Data Input. Lockheed is continuing to make progress on their 
data input subroutines. The specifications of these routines were discussed 
in some detail in the committee report dated January 9 and 10. The only 
change since that time is that floating-decimal words will be stored eight 
per blockette rather than forty-eight per block as originally' proposed,. The 
same change applies to the octal data input subroutine. As Lockheed proposed 
at the St. Paul meeting, the subroutines will be entered by an RJ instruction-­
a parameter word is stored after the RJ. The operation part of this parameter 
word specifies the tape unit, the u-address section specifies the number of 
words to be read in, the v-address section contains the storage address of the 
first word. In light of the Standards Committee's recommendation that pa~a­
meter words be transferred into the subroutine for entry, it is likely that 
Lockheed will submit a version meeting this modified specification rather 
than that described above for the parameter word. Lockheed has done some 
careful thinking on the read-in of stated-point decimal input. Their ideas 
have not progressed to the point where the specifications can be written up 
for publication. They did give a preliminary description of some of their 
ideas on the subject and it appears that their final system may be acceptable 
to the organization. They will give a further progreJs report on their 
stated-point input data subroutine at the next USE ~eting. 

Numerical Data Output. Cook (BA) presented specifications for a floating 
point numerical data output subroutine. After some discussion by the members 
of the committee the following was agreed upon. The subroutine will be 
entered by an RJ instruction. A parameter word will be provided to the 
subroutine in the following form! the operation code of the parameter word 
indicates the number of words (0 - 8) per line of printing, the u-address 
part gives the number of lines to be printed, the v-address part word gives 
the ~torage location of the first word to be printed. The output of this 
routine is recorded on Unitape, one line of printing per blockette, in a form 
suitable for printing on a High Speed Printer . The output format assumes a 
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120 by 120 plug board on the High Speed Printer . Each number occupies twelve 
character positions: the leftmost column contains the sign of the number (plus 
signs are not printed), the next eight characters comprise the mantissa with 
a ;decimal point assumed at the left, the next character is the sign of the 
exponent (Plus signs are not printed) followed by two digits for the decimal 
exponent. Each full number is followed by three spaces. If it is desired 
to print the exponent preceding ··the mantissa, 40 (octal) is to be added to 
the operation code part of the parameter word. A blank line may be achieved 
by specifying a parameter word which has a zero OP code. The dutput format 
discussed here is quite rigid--provision for a second parameter word to allow 
more control of the output format will be added to a later routine. It was 
agreed to go ahead with this rather simple output in order to have something 
available to the member organizations at the earliest possible date. 

Stated-Point Numerical Data Output. Boeing submitted specifications for this 
subroutine. After some discussion the following specifications were agreed 
upon. The subroutine is to be entered by an RJ instruction. There may be as 
many as nine parameter words for this subroutine. The first parameter word is 
formed in the same way as that for the floating point output routine. The opera­
tion code contains a number from zero to eight indicat~ng the number of 
columns per line, the u-address is the number of lines, the v-address is the 
storage location of the first word to be printed. This parameter word is 
followed by from zero to eight additional parameter words specifying the scaling 
of the words, from left to right, to be printed on that line. (If the OP 
code of the first parameter word is zero, y.ielding a blank line, additional 
parameter words are forbidden.) Each of the scaling parameter words consist 
of two parts: One of the address sections is the binary scaling, a number 
ranging from 0 to 35j the other address section specifies the number of 
decimal places to be printed to the right of the decimal pOint. Which of 
these is to be the u and v address is to be decided by Boeing on the basis 
of convenience in coding. The output again is recorded One line of printing 
per blockette in a format suitable for printing on a high speed printer 
assuming a 120 by 120 plug board. Each word printed consists of twelve 
characters including a point, a sign, and ten digits, (plus signs are not 
printed). Each such number is followed by three spaces. A maximum of eight 
numbers may be printed on a line. With respect to further editing the remarks 
given above on this matter for the floating-point output apply to the stated­
point output. 

Generalized Output Editing Routine. Reported by Bob Belscamper (RR). 
Preliminary specifications for this routine as outlined by Sperry-Rand are 
gi ven below. 

1 . Provision for as many as 14 columns of output on one or two lines. 

2. All output printed in stated-point. 

3. Provision may be included for putting the powers of 10 above each 
column as appropriate. 

4. Options provided for zero suppression, location of decimal pOints, 
plus or minus signs, etc. 
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There may be provision for a title on each page as well as a date-­
the date would be entered in the Q register before starting the 
recording. 

6. Column headings for each column as desired. 

7. The output editing routine will use pseudo-instructions of a semi­
mnemonic form--these instructions will be decoded by the editing 
routine. The parameter words would be of two classes: one to specify 
those pieces of information which apply to the entire block of print­
ing desired such as format, number of blocks of this format, title, 
column headings, etc., the second type of parameter word would consist 
of the aforementioned pseudo-instructions. 

Belscamper indicated that these specifications were not in their final form 
by any means. The committee agreed that so far they sounded acceptable and 
agreed to defer further discussion of this generalized output editing routine 
until the specifications have been firmed up. As discussed in the previous 
Program Development Committee report the generalized output editing routine 
is a long-range project and it may be several months before it has been 
completely checked out. 

Common Compiler. Boeing gave a brief report on their compiler, indicating 
some progress and no substantial changes since the January meeting. Ramo­
Wooldridge distributed copies of a report, "Proposed Translation and Check-
Out System for the 1103A", dated 13 February, 1956. Time did not allow 
discussion of this report or of any aspects of a Common Compiler. 

Miscellaneous. The Program Development Committee requested that the 
Standards Committee adopt the use of the phrase "stated point~' rather than 
"fixed podmt". In addition, the Standards Committee is requested to specify 
what execution times are to be included in the standard subroutine write-up. 
At present the minimum, maximum and the average time are usually specified. 
The Standards Committee is requested to provide precise definitions of the 
execution times which they decide should be included in the USE Subroutine 
write-up. 

RamO-Wooldridge, Sperry-Rand, and Boeing agreed to have their subroutines in 
coded form in time for the next meeting of the Program Development Committee. 
Lockheed will have their input routines ready for check-out by April 15. 
The ;next meeting of the Program Development Committee will be held at Lockheed, 
Van Nuys, March 29 and 30, in conjunction with the meeting of the entire USE 
Organization. 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 
Program Development Committee 
March 12, 1956 
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SUMMARY OF MATRIX EXPERIENCE AT BOEING 

Prior to the arrival of the 101, a large part of our work was devoted to 
matrix solutione. These consisted principally of matrix reductions in one 
form or another. This work was handled on the 604 or the 602A. In addition, 
we handled some Eigenvector iteration and charaoteristic polynomial evalua­
tion on the CPC. 

This work was transferred to the 101 through the establishment of a series 
of library programs. Library programs were written which would perform 
matrix addition or subtraction and a matrix multiplication. The reduction 
subprogram was set up to solve: 1) Matrix inversion, 2) Simultaneous linear 
equations, or 3) The determinant of a matrix. An Eigenvector iteration was 
also included in this initial library. The programs were written using 
floating point arithmetic exclusively in both real and complex taking 
advantage of our experience on pre-existing equipment. 

These were put to immediate use by the Structural Dynamics Group in the 
solution of the flutter problem. As to be expected, the increased capacity 
and speed of the 701 soon led to the solution of larger order matrices 
than we had first anticipated. The increased amount of time involved and 
difficulties attending large matrix solutione (1.e., loss of Significance, 
ill-conditioned matrices, etc.) led us to investigate other methods of 
solution. 

Plans were made for a comprehensive matrix abstraction. The outstanding 
feature of the plan system was a matrix logic independent of the arithmetic 
system being used (real or complex, etc.). A number of library programs were 
written for the system and tested. Due to a lack of manpower, the system 
was never oompleted. 

Simultaneously, the introduction of the B-52 flutter problem introduced 
problems which were solved only with considerable difficulty. In particular, 
the Eigenvector iteration of the B-52 dynamics matrix bogged down inaSMUch 
as that matrix always had at least two roots which were theoretically equal. 
It should be pointed out that, while the roots are theoretically equal, the 
inherent error of the matrix provides some separation of these roots. Methods 
for extracting the oharacterietic polynomial of these matrices were investi­
gated. Each method fell short of the problem requirements - Leppert's method 
presumed advance knowledge of the roots which was not available, Danielewski's 
method failed beyond the 6th order due to inherent error. The problem was 
temporarily resolved by plotting the determinant of the matrix. Considerable 
effort was spent in developing a matrix iteration which would capitalize on 
the small amount of separation of the roots. Basically, the method used was 
similar to roots squaring in that a power of the matrix was ueed to obtain 
an initial approximation to the Eigenvector which was then refined by 
iterating the original matrix using this initial approximation. For well­
behaved matrices, it was found that only a very few iteration cycles were 
required to develop the degree of refinement desired. 
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At the present time plans are being made for a less ambitious matrix 
abstraction to be developed for the 701. Plans for t his system include 
eome very special matrix functions which are peculiar to the nutter 
problem, in addition to the normal matrix functions. 

1".-- , .... ... . 
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9:00 a.:n. 

12:00 noon 

1: 30 p . " . 

THURSDAYJ MN1CH 29, 1956 

POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Conference Room AJ Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

I. l'releoming Address R. B. Talmadge 

II. I~troductions 

III. Approve Agenda for Policy Committee 

IV. Old Business 

A. Approval of Minutes of Minneapolis Meeting 

B. TRANSUSE Acceptance 

C. Discussion of Procedure for distribution of Hinutes 

V. New Business 

LUNCH - Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

WORKING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

I. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Conference Room A, Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

A. Hinimum Assembly Interpretation 

B. Compiler 

1. Report by Boeing 

20 Report by Rruno-~ooldridge 

Co Generalized Print - Edit 

1. Eeport by Remin~ ton-Rand 

D. Progress Report on Coding Assignments 

II. STAlWARDS COMMITTEE 

Conference Room A, Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

A. Coding Format for TransJussion of CO!lllT1on Language 
Prorrams 

B. Number Conventions 

C. Definition of Execution Time for Subroutines 

D. ~'!ul tiple Entry or not for Subroutines 
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9:00 a . m. 

11:00 a.m. 

12:00 noon 

1:30 p.m. 

FTIIDAY, MAH.CH 30, 1956 

COHMITTEE HEETINGS 

Conference Rooms A and C, Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

INIDVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP CAUCUS 

LUNCH at Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

POLICY CO~1ITTEE MEETING 

Conference Room A, Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel 

I. Reports from Committee Chairmen 

II. Suggestions for Agenda of Next Meeting 

III. Date and Place of Next Meeting. 



HDUTES OF TlIE NEE'l'ING OF USE 

AT 

LOCK}]SED AIRCHAFT COHPORATION 
Hissile Systems Division 

Van Nuys, California 

March 29 - 30, 1956 

The meetings were held at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. R. B. Talrnadge 
of Lockheed Missile Systems Division served as chairman. In attendance were: 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 

D. Cook, Poli cy Cornmi t tee Member 
A. Deckert , 

HOLLOMAN AIR FORC~ BASE 

R. Tantzen, Policy Committee Member 

LOC~!EED MISSILE SYSTID1S DIVISION 

R. Cianci 
T. Dewey 
E. Dodge 
B. Dove, Policy Cornmi ttee r1ember 
B. Handy 
A. )dvin 
H. flock 
~almadge 

RAI10-WOOLDHIDG E CORPORATION 

\v. Bauer (morning only) 
D. Cmnbelic 
D. Gantner, Policy Committee Member 
S. Knapp 
R. Perkins 
M. Perstein 

REMINGTON RAND UNIVAC 

T. Dines 
G. Etsell 
P. Johnson, Policy Committee Member 
E. Joseph 
J. Rose 
I . Voltin 
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The tentative agenda for the two days of meetings was discussed by 
the group. The following changes were made: 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

B. Changed from Transuse Acceptance to 
USE Language Acceptance. 

V. NEW BUSINESS (Following ~items were added.) 

A. Procedure for Communicating Machine Modification 
to Hanufacturer. 

B. Invitation to Prospective Members. 
Requirements for Membership. 

C. Sub-Committee Assignments. 

D. Procedure for Establishing Agenda. 

E. Algebraic Coding System. 

F. Standard List for Sepia Masters. 

Additions to the Standards Committee agenda: 

E. Clarification of 'Subroutine Format. 

F. Discussion of Uniform Scaling. 

OLD BUSINESS 

It was moved by B. Dove and seconded by D. Cook that the minutes of 
the St. Paul meeting be approved. The motion was passed unanimously by the 
Policy Committee. 

The USE language, as written in the report of the Standards Committee, 
was unanimously accepted by the Policy COlTUTlittee. 

It was agreed, in order to avoid the delay in the distribution of 
minutes, that the committee reports be divorced from the minutes. The minutes 
will include a synopsis of the committee chairmen reports. In addition, it 
was agreed that within one week after the meeting, the recording secretary 
will forward the minutes to the Publications Chairman. The Chairman of the 
Publications Committee was di r ected to mail the minutes within two weeks to 
all members. The Publications Chairman stated that, if there were no objections, 
the minutes would be distributed as follows: one copy to everyone present at the 
meeting, three copies to each installation and one copy to the head of each 
installation. 
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Following the revision of the agenda, B. Dove made a motion that the 
ae;enda be approved as stands and in the order in which it wa$ to be discussed. 
The motion was seconded and approved by the Policy Committee. 

NE'N' BUSINESS 

A. Procedure for Communicating Machine Modification to Manufacturer. 

Ho tion by H. Bimer of Ramo -Wooldridge: 

"That a customer-manufacturer relations sub-committee be established, 
consisting generally :)f members of the Policy Committee, and that 
this group meet when items of customer-manufacturer relations are 
placed on the agenda. This sub-co!mni ttee will prepare a formal letter 
to be sent to Wayne Aamoth of Remin6ton Rand, stating the conclusions, 
and to be signed by the representatives of the various computer 
organizations as members of USE. The . sub-colrunittee shall then report 
to the Policy COlm ttee." 

The above motion was carried and, in effect, the following procedure 
was set forth: 

(1) The sub-committee will be established by the Policy 
Committee. 

(2) The sub-committee will discuss the proposed items for 
feedback. 

(3) The sub-co~ttee will draft the letter for the approval 
of the Policy Committee o 

(4) The sub-committee will make recommendations to the 
Policy Committee. 

(5) The Publications Chairman will send the letter to 
each member organization for signature. 

B. Invitation to Prospective Members - Requirements for Membership. 

After a discussion on the above subject, D. Combelic made the following 
motion: 

"\-!hen an organization fulfills the membership requirements a letter 
will be sent from the Chairman of the Publications Co~ittee formally 
inviting them to become a member of t.he USE orgo.r.ization. If the 
organization signiftes a desire to join the USE organizat:Lon, they 
will then be invited to attend the next Policy Corrunittee meetinc, 
at which time their acceptance will be voted upon by the Policy 
Committee." 

The Illotion was unanimously carried hy the Policy Committee. 
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It was further decideci that any invi t.atioDr:; SUl'[,;E.:Gted by Plembers 
between meeti n£s liGuld be handled throu r:h the Publications Chairman 
who , in turn, would cont.act members of H:e Policy Committee and 
r eceive thdr vote by mail in order t o avoid del ay in extending 
the invi ta Lion. 

IrJ. Bauer movpd that any organization not yet qualified for membership 
be permitted to attend meetinf,s as l ong as they are interes t ed 
non-members . This motion was passed unan-imously. 

A poll was taken of the Policy Committee regarding inviting Wright Field 
and Applied Physics Lahoratory to the next USE meetint: . Upon approval, 
the Chairman of the Publications Commit t ee was directed to invite them. 

C. Sub- Committee Assignments 

It was ascertained that this was al ready a function of the Policy 
Committee . 

D. Agenda Preparation 

It was noted that t his i s a function of the host organization. 
However , it was sUfges ted tha tit should be mailE·d prior to the meeting 
in order for oth er members to have tbe opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with items listed, and to offer sugeestions for changes and 
addi tions . 

D. Gantner suggested installing a permanent chairman in order to bring 
some kind of guided continuity to the mEetin~s . After dehate on this 
subject, the Poli cy Committ ee afr eerl to mee t and decide upon the 
folI01.n.ng issues : 

(1) vmetr.er or not t},ere shou l d be a permanent chairman 
of the Policy Corr.mi ttee . 

(2) If so, to defjne duties . 

(3 ) Consider tenure of office of all committee chairmen . 

Cl j ) If nf.:ce~;sary , nominate candidates for this office . 

E. Al gebraic Coding Sys t em 

Due to limi ta tion of time , this sub j ec t wa0 deferred unt il Fr iday 
afternoon, with the understanding that the Pro e: rarTt Development Committee 
might disCUEi s this subject . 
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F. Standard List for Sepia Masters. 

A standard list was determined and approved by the Policy Committee: 

(1) Final committee reports in printed form, when 
approved by the Policy Committee. 

(2) Subroutines and program ~ite-ups. 

This does not prevent individual organizations . from requesting 
sepia masters for particular items. 

The Policy Committee Meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. Thursday 
until 1:30 p.m. Friday. 

Thursday Afternoon: Working Committee Meetings 

Friday Morning: Working Committee Meetings 

The Policy Committee reconvened at 1:30 p.m. Friday. 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

The oral report was presented by the Chairman, D. Combelic. 

A. Common Functions Subroutines. 

Progress reports were presented by Remington Rand, Ramo-Wooldridge 
and Lockheed. All of the routines have been coded or will be completed 
by the next USE meeting but, all will not have been machine checked. 
It was decided that no program would be distributed through USE until 
it has been machine checked. However, member organizations can obtain 
copies of the original coding. 

B. Numerical Data Input. 

Lockheed described a variable format card routine which will read 
floating decimal or stated point numbers. This routine will be 
available by the next USE meeting. Suggestions were made and Lockheed 
said they would take them under consideration. 

Boeing presented the stated point output routine which conformed to 
the specifications agreed upon in St. Paul. This program has been 
simulated on the IBM 701. The floating point version has been 
temporarily delayed. 
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c. Tape Handlers. 

Lockheed will ei ve an oral report on their progre s s at the next 
USE meeting. 

D. Generalized Print Edit. 

This project. has been abandoned by Remington Rand. Ramo-v:ooldridge 
and Lockheed will attempt to drarT specifications as to a type of 
print edit program. 

F. Compilers. 

Boeing and Ramo-Wooldride; e presented r eports on their re spective 
compilers. In addition, Ramo- Wooldridge submitted a written 
progress report. 

F. Printer Modification. 

This part of the report was presented by D. Cook of Boeing and re sulted 
in the follovdng action from the Policy Committee: 

D. Cook was appointed a conuni t tee of one to \rri te the 
letter which would be sent to each member of the USE 
organization for si~nature . The lett er would be 
distributed in accordance with the procedure developed 
at a previous session of the Policy Committee. A copy 
of the letter will also appear in the written report 
from the Chairman of the Program Development Committee. 

D. Cook moved tilat the Program Development Committee Chairman's 
oral report be accepted by the Policy Committee. The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

STAWJARDS COMMITTEE 

The oral report was presented 'by the Chairman, A. Deckert. 

A. Multiple Entry. 

It was decided to have only a single entryo 

B. Coding Format for Transmission of Common Laneuage Program. 

It was felt that without a common compiler a general scheme could 
not be determined. 

C. Number of Conventions 

Floating point format was djscussed nnd it. WqR agreed that the 
exponent will follow the mantissa but the exact .. lord formation 
was not defined. 
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D. Execution Time for Subroutines. 

Each routine will specify a maximum time. Other times are permissible, 
as additional information, but must be clearly defined as to how they 
were· determined. In cases where a maximum time cannot be determined, 
an equation such as Ax + b (X = number of loops) will be given. 

E. Card Format. 

" A standard card format was established for minimum assembly 
interpretation: 

Col. 73-75 76 77-80 1-6 
Loc 

7-12 
Op 

13-25 
U 

26-38 
V 

39-72 
Comments Seq. Insert Identification 

F. Discussion of Uniform Scaling. 

Because no standard scheme was proposed, this item was deferred. 

Q. Clarification of Subroutine Format . 

(1) Check Sums 

Split cO~Qallds would be used in determining the check sum. 

(2) Error Code for Subroutines 

No definite proposal was taken under consideration. 

Several items under SubproGram Conventions were made explicit. It 
was also noted that much discussion concerning minimum assembly interpretation 
took place. 

T. Dewey moved that the Standards Committee Chairman's oral report 
be approved. The motion was passed unanimously. 

After lengthy discussion it was aereed that the Policy Committee 
should defer discussions of items presented in the Comnittee Chairmen oral 
reports unless a serious objection existed. If any member of ,the Policy COInHU t t ee 
did not agree with an item in the oral report, he should submit it as an item for 
the tentative agenda of the next USE meeting. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

R. Tantzen offered that Holloman Air Force Base 
USE meeting on May 21 and 22 at Holloman Air Force Base. 
the next meeting be held at Holloman Air Force Base. The 
and passed unanimously by the Policy Co~ittee. 

would host the next 
D. Cook moved that 
motion was seconded 
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SPECIAL POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 

In order to provide continuity in the USE organization it was felt 
that a permanent chairman should be appointed. Subsequently, it was decided 
by the Policy Committee that a permanent chairman should be appointed for a 
term of one fiscal year, April 1st to March 31st, to provide this continuity 
through presiding a Policy Committee Heetings and prepariI1g the agenda. 

D. Gantner moved that the position of a permanent chairman of the 
Policy Committee be established and that the term oY office be one fiscal year. 
His duties include the responsibility of the agendas and presiding at USE 
meetings thus relieving the rotating host of these duties. 

D. Cook moved that Lockheed Missile Systems Division be responsible 
for providing the chairman for the coming fiscal year. The motion was seconded 
and carried by a vote of 4 - yes, 1 - abstain. 

E. Algebraic Coding System 

B. Dove moved that the Policy Committee appoint a special working 
sub-committee to meet Friday evening, March 31, at Ramo-H'ooldridge. 
The sub-committee to be in effect until the next Policy Committee 
Meeting, and to perform the following functions: 

(1) Study the feasability of a common symbolic compiler. 

(2) If in agreement on Step (1), take such action as 
seemed possible. 

Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

A. Deckert, B. Tantzen, D. Combelic , P. Johnson and B. Dove were 
appointed to the special working sub-committee. Observers were 
invited to attend. P. Johnson nominated D. Combelic as Chairman. 
The nomination was seconded and passed by the Policy Committee. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. Friday. 

Prepared by: Anita Goetzman 
Recording Secretary 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. B. Talmadge, Presiding Chairman 
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USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 

March 29 and 30, 1956, Lockheed Missiles, Van Nuys 

Meeting held at Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood, California 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The members of the Program Development Committee were: 

Donald Cook, BA 
Dick Talmadge, ML 
Irvin Voltin, RR 
Donn Combelic, RW, Chairman 

Holloman has not appointed a member to the committee. In 
addition to the above, the following persons attended the Program 
Development Committee Meetings and participated in the discussions: 

Tom Dew~, ML 
Bernard Dove, ML 
George Etsell, RR (AtBA) 
Don Gantner, RW 
Peggy Johnson, RR 
Millard Perstein, RH 
Jack Rose, RR, Los Angeles 

The Committee met during the afternoon of the first day and during the 
morning of the second day of the USE Organization meeting. The first 
part of the meeting was devoted to hearing progress reports on the work 
assignments which had been made at previous meetings. These discussions 
were interspersed with assignments of new work and re-assignments of· 
some unfinished work. The second main subject considered by the Pro~ram 
Development Committee was that of compiling routines. Both Boeing and 
RamO -Wooldridge gave rather detailed progress reports on their respective 
compilers. Most of the remainder of the Program Development Committee 
meeting was devoted to discussions of the feasibility and desirability 
of a common compiler for the USE Organization. 

COMMON FUNCTIONS - Seven of the twelve common function subroutines 
were assigned to Sperry-Rand at the previous meetingj the other five 
were assigned to Ramo -Wooldridge. None of the subroutines submitted by 
RW have been checked out. At ~he previous USE Organization meeting in 
St. Paul Sperry-Rand volunteered to check out USE subroutine on their 
Serial 9 1103 which has a Left Transmit operation. In order to have 
subroutines checked out RW has written them up using the RAWOOP language. 
RW has submitted to Sperry-Rand bi-octal tapes and up-to -date listings 
of the RAWOOP conversion program. With this program Sperry-Rand will 
be able to check out those subroutines submitted to USE by RW. Sperry~Rand 
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however, has been able to submit some subroutines at this meeting which 
have been checked out on the Serial 9 1103- -the status of Sperry-Rand 
subroutines, as well as those of RW are stated in the comments. The 
following list shows 1) title of the routine 2) name of the organization 
assigned to do the coding 3) comments and report of progress to date. 

1. Exponential Stated and Floating Point - Ramo -Wooldridge 

Ramo-Wooldridge has completed the coding and submitted write-ups of 
both these routines. After Sperry-Rand has checked them in their 
RAWOOP form on the Serial 9 1103 RW will re-write the coding in the 
accepted USE language incorporating any changes found necessary during 
the check out. Therefore, the copies which have been submitted at this 
meeting by RW are not official final copies for circulation in the USE 
Organization. Such copies will be forthcoming. 

2. Logarithm Stated and Floating Point - Sperry-Rand 

Both of these subroutines have been coded but have not yet been checked 
out . Write-ups will be submitted as soon as the checking out has been 
completed. 

3. Square Root Stated and Floating Point - Sperry-~and 

Both of these subroutines hava been coded and checked out. Sperry -Rand 
submitted a write -up of the stated point square root subroutine. 

4. Sine-cosine Stated Point - Sperry-Rand 

This subroutine has been coded and checked by Sperry-Rand . A write-up 
was submitted at the meeting. 

5. Sine-Cosine Floating Point - Ramo-Wooldridge 

This subroutine has not yet been c~ded for the 1103A by Ramo-Wooldridge. 
As soon as it is a copy will be sent to Sperry-Rand for check out on 
the Serial 9 1103. 

6. Arcsine--Arccosine Stated and Floating Point - Sperry-Rand 

One of these routines has been coded, the other has notj neither of the 
rout ines has been checked. As soon as the check-out has been completed . 
Sperry-Rand will send write-ups to the member organizations. 

7. Arctangent Stated and Floating Point - RamO-Wooldridge 

Both of these subroutines have been coded, written up and submitted. 
Sperry-Rand will check them out on the Serial 9 machine after which 
RW will submit official copies to the organization. Sperry-Rand also 
submitted a write-up of a checked out stated point arctangent subroutine 
which appears to be nearly the same routine as that submitted by RW. 

In summary, it appears that the work assignments have been very well 
carried out by the member organizations and that most of the common 
function routines will be in their final form and circulated to all 
the members in the near future. 
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MATRIX ROUTINES - Voltin (RR) submitted to the Program Development 
Committee a short report prepared by Professor Marvin Stein, University 
of Minnesota. This report summarizes matrix methods as used in digital 
computation and includes several references in the current literature. 
It should be of value to installations unfamiliar with present day 
matrix techniques on high speed digital machines. It was agreed by 
members of the committee to defer exchange of information on matrix 
methods or routines until further notice. 

TAPE HANDLERS - Lockheed seems to have taken the most active interest 
in producing tape handlers and tape diagnostic routines for their own 
operation. Because of the press of other matters, the other organizations, 
as well as Lockheed to a certain extent, have not been able to investigate 
these matters fully. However, Lockheed expects within the next several 
weeks to be able to study this problem more thoroughly. After they reach 
some tentative conclusions on the specifications for routines which they 
think may be useful, they will describe them at a USE Meeting. There 
was an informal agreement between Lockheed and RW that if specifications 
were decided upon, these two organizations might cooperate on the actual 
coding and checking out of such routines. 

NUMERICAL DATA INPUT - Lockheed has completed the coding of a routine 
for reading and converting floating decimal numbers on magnetic tape. 
The code as now written will handle variable block input: The form of 
the numbers as written on the tape is somewhat different fr~m that speci­
fied in the past: each number is i n the form ±xxxxxxxx±xx followed by 
three spaces. Thus each floating point number on tape requires fifteen 
consecutive characters. In the variable block routine a parity check is 
made and three attempts at different bias levels are made to read the 
block if the parity check fails. If all the attempts fail, the diagnostic 
routine is entered. With slight modification the variable block routine 
can be modified to handle fixed block i nput. In this case each blockette 
contains eight floating point de~imal numbers in the form previously 
specified. However, the present version of the routine does not make 
the parity check when in the fixed block mode, rather a check is made 
only to see if 720 characters are read. After some discussion, it 
was agreed that addition of the parity check feature, as it now exists 
in the variable block routine, would be desirable in the fixed block 
routine. The conclusion was that Lockheed would modify their fixed 
block subroutine in this fashion. Because Lockheed has no machine these 
subroutines have not been checked out. However, they have been coded 
and written up and because of the considerable interest in coding of this 
kind, Lockheed has agreed to submit copies to all member organizations. 

Lockheed has been devoting considerable 'effort to developing specifications 
for a generalized card input routine to handle both stated point and 
floating point decimal numbers. The subroutine is entered by an RJ 
instruction which is immediately followed by a parameter word containing 
the following information~ in the operation section provision will be 
made for specifying whether the input is on IBM cards or on Unitape, the 
u address section will contain the number n which is the number of cards 
to be read, the v address section will contain a "relative address", which 
may be zero. The following features are of interest. 
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1) The card input uses a variable field. Only the first 72 columns 
of the card are used. A card is terminated by a) a blank column 
anywhere from column 1 to column 72, b) when 72 non-blank columns 
have been read, c) by the letter C on the card. 

2) A number, which in order to be completed would require typing 
beyond column 72, may be continued in column 1 of the succeeding 
card if there is a non-blank column 72 on the first card. 

3) Loading of the input is terminated in two ways: a) the letter C 
on the card. b) When n cards, as specified in the u address of the 
parameter word, have been read. 

4) Decimal storage addresses may appear anywhere on any card--each 
such address must start with the letter S followed immediately by 
not more than five decimal digits. The number immediately following 
such a decimal storage address will be stored at the cell whose 
address is formed by adding to the S storage address the relative 
address in the v section in the parameter word. Succeeding numbers 
will be stored in consecutive cells until another S address is 
encountered. 

5) Each number as typed may be followed by a decimal scaling factor in 
the form D±xx and by a binary scaling factor in the form Bxx. The 
plus sign need not be specified i n the decimal scaling factorj a 
minus sign is not allowed in the binary scaling factor. This binary 
scaling is the location of the binary point obtained by counting from 
the right end starting with digit zero of the word as it appears in 
the machine. 

6) Stated point numbers are specified by a sigh followed by not more than 
eleven decimal digits. Plus signs need not be written. A decimal 
~oint may appear anywhere in a stated point nur~er. 

7) Floating Point numbers are specified by a sign followed by not more 
than nine decimal digits followed by the letter F. Plus signs need 
not be 'Nritten. No decimal point may be written i n a floating point 
number--the decimal point is to precede the left most digit as written. 
Originally Lockheed proposed a maximum of eight digits, but after 
some discussion Lockheed agreed to modify their specifications to allow 
as many as nine digits in the mantissa part of floating point numbers. 
It should be stressed that each floating point number must have the 
letter F immediately following the last digit of the mantissa as 
described. 

8) Complete numbers may be dittoed into consecutive storage locations 
by successive commas. 

9) According to Lockheed the decimal and binary scaling of a number are 
duplicated on each succeeding word until a different scaling is 
specified. 
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The specifications for this generalized numerical data input routine 
were well received by the Program Development Committee. Lockheed will 
have more to report on this routine at future USE meetings. 

NUMERICAL DATA OUTPUT - Don Cook presented the final specifications 
on a stated point numerical data output routine which records characters 
i n a fixed block for outputing on the high speed printer. The coding for 
the routine has been completed and checked out on the 1103A simulator 
which Boeing has developed for use on another machine. The entire routine 
requires 316 words including 152 instructions, 23 constants, and 141 tempor­
ary registers. The subroutine is entered in the normal fashion with an 
RJ instruction. There may be as many as 9 parameter words which are to 
be transferred into the subroutine before entry. The first of these 
parameter words cons'ists of three parts : the OP code contains the number 
of columns to be printed per line, the u address section contains the 
address which is the location of the first of the stated point numbers 
which is to be printed, the v address contains the number of lines which 
is to be printed. If the number of columns is specified as zero, a blank 
line will be printed. The next parameter words are in order: one for each 
of the numbers to be printed. Each of these parameter words is formed 
in the following way. The v address contains an integer which is the 
binary scaling of the stated point number as it stands in storage. The 
u address contains ~he decimal scaling, that is, the number of digits 
which are to be printed preceding the printed decimal point--initial zeros 
preceding the digits tn front of the decimal point are suppressed. The 
sign of the number immediately follows the lowest order printed digit. 
Nominally, each printed number occupies eleven character positions 
followed by a signj however, if the integer requires eleven digits to 
be printed, no point is printed. There are three spaces between adjacent 
columns. The u address part of the scaling parameter words, which speci­
fies the number of digits to the left of the decimal point, must not 
exceed ten--if it does, the 20's complement of that number will be used. 
Boeing will circulate copies of the coding of this routine as soon as 
convenient. 

The floating point version of the numerical data output subroutine 
has not yet been started. 

GENERALIZED OUTPUT ROUTINE. Sperry-Rand at St. Paul had originally 
agreed to produce specifications for a generalized output editing routine -­
however, due to a shortage of personnel they are unable to continue this 
project. Therefore, RW and Lockheed Missiles have agreed to try to get 
some specifications together individually and then approximately three 
\leeks from the ' date of this meeting discuss the specifications, which may 
be presented at the next meeting for approval by the USE Organization . 
George Etsell of Sperry-Rand, now stationed at Boeing in Seattle, handed 
out copies of a paper written by Donald E. Neilan in September, 1955, 
entitled "Output Format Generator ". ' The paper starts out with the 
statement: "The following is a list of suggested specifications for a 
generated output program. The same specifications should hold for both 
output to a printer for on-line listing and output to a tape for peripheral 
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listing." This write-up includes some ideas for a very generalized 
output format generator and undoubtedly will be studied closely by RW 
and Lockheed before arriving at a set of specifications for the generalized 
output editing routine. 

COMPILERS - Don Cook of Boeing gave a progress report on the Boeing Com­
piler. Some changes and additions have been made to the original specifi­
cations. In particular, the Boeing compiler now accepts octal coding 
mixed with symbolic. Provision is being made for translation of algebraic 
coding as an integral part of the compiling routine. The algebraic coding 
specifications have been formulated, but the coding required to translate 
algebraic coding has only just started. Viewed in the large the coding of 
this compiler is about 35% complete. The basic input medium is cards which 
are then run through a card-to-tape converter--the compiler then works 
with the tape to make the translation process. The card input will be 
of the fixed field type. The eight columns at the right of card will 
be used for identification numbers which will be specified as desired by 
the programmer but will be ignored by the compiler. Six columns will be 
alloted to the location symbol, six columns to the operation. Thirty 
columns will be provided for the two addresses. Each instruction must 
start on a card and ends with a special symbol at the end of the instruc­
tion. The remainder,of the card may be used for comments. Certain 
instructions in the Boeing compiler are of the three -address variety, for 
example, Floating Add requires three addresses, namely, those of the two 
operands and the third for the location of the result. The output of the 
compiler is binary cards--bi-octal tape may also be produced as an option. 
The Boeing compiler will accept USE language so that USE subroutines may 
be incorporated into a code without any pre-conversion. There will be no 
provision for side by side listing, rather the original deck as keypunched 
may be listed as desired. The compiler will produce a listing tape contain­
i ng for each line of original coding 1) symbolic location if appropriate 
2) octal word, 3) decimal word, The listing tape will also produce a 
list of errors 9 r pecularities in the use of the compiler language. 

Boeing submitted to the USE Organization a letter describing in detail 
the proposed Boeing modifications to the high speed printer and to the 
Unityper. The purpose of these changes is to make the Unityper and the 
high speed printer compatible . The letter was presented to the Policy 
Committee and considerable discussion took place about how this matter 
should be handled. The details of these matters are not discussed in the 
Program Development Committee report but rather may be found in the minutes 
of the Policy Committee meeting. 

RW presented a progress report on the RamO-Wooldridge Computation System. 
This consisted of several typewritt.en pages and Combelic from RW discussed 
i n some detail various salient features of the language which is under 
development for a compiler at RW. Copies of this progress report were 
handed ut at the meeting--other copies may be obtained from the Chairman 
of the Publications Committee. 

TRANSUSE CONVERSION PROGRAM AND COMMON COMPILER - The latter part of the 
Program Development Committee Meeting was devoted to a discussion of these 
subjects. In the past the prospects for a common compiler have been dim 
because of time pressures imposed on the various organizations by the 
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imminence of the d~livery of their 1103A's. However , at the present time, 
because of delays in the scheduled delivery date of the 1103A computers, 
certain organizations have found that their time schedules have been 
considerably eased. In light of this, active cooperation on a common 
compiler appears to be more likely now than at any time in the past . 
Considerable discussion took place i n the Program Development Committee 
as well as in the Standards and Pol i cy Commi ttee's meetings, on various 
aspects of this subject . The discuss i on seemed to be in two stages. The 
first stage had to do with the advisability of a so -called minimum 
Transuse assembly program. Such a program would have as its primary 
objective the translation of the USE language into some form which may 
be more suitable f or direct use by a compil er. The input to this minim~ 
Transuse assembly program would be programs or subprograms written in the 
USE language--the form of the output has not been agreed upon . Because 
of the possibility of cooperation on a Common Compiler, further discussion 
on the advisability of a minimum Transuse assembly program was deferred . 
As a result of the discussions on the subject of a commom compiler which 
occurred during the various meet i ngs an Ad Hoc Committee for a Common 
Compiler was appoi nted at the s uggestion of Dove from Lockheed . The 
members of this committee are as f ollows: D6ve (ML), Deckert (BA), 
Johnson (RR), Tantzen .(HO), Combelic (RW), Chairman . It was agreed that 
this special committee should meet at t he RW Corporation from 6 :00 t o 
9: 00 P.M. on Friday evening. The proceedings of this Committee'meeting 
and of the results achieved have been incorporated into a separate 
report entitled "Report of the Ad Hoc Committee for a Common Compiler. " 

MISCELLANEOUS - The Program Devel opment Commi ttee has asked the Standards 
Committee to make recommendations on the f ol l owing matter . Certain 
USE subrout i nes have no alarm exit, for example, the stated point arc ­
tangent routine. In these routine s it may be des i rable to use this cell 
as a temporary storage register. The Standards Committee is asked to 
recommend whether this should be allowed. 

The Program Development Committee will meet again i n conjunction with 
a meeting of the entire USE Organization to be held at Holloman Ai r 
Force Base in New Mexico on May 21 and 22, 1956 . 

Donn Combelic, Cha irman 

April 3, 1956 
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USE Organization Committee Report 

REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR A COMMON COMPILER 

The members of this committee as appointed by the Permanent Chairman of 
the Policy Committee are as follows: 

August Deckert (BA) 
Bernie Dove (ML) 
Peggy Johnson (RR) 
Robert Tantzern (HO) 
Donn Combelic (RW), Chairman 

Also in attendance at this meeting we re Dick Talmadge fr om ML, and the 
following from RW, Walter Bauer , Don Gantner, Suzanne Knapp, Robert Perkins, 
Millard Perstein. 

The meeting was held at RW, convening at approximately . 6:00 P.M. March 30. 
The chairman started the meet ing by reiterating the directive from the Policy 
Committee to this Ad Hoc Committee. There were two points involved: 1) To 
investigate the feasibility of a common compiler for the 1103A, 2) If 
feasibility i s determined, then to decide what steps should be taken in 
order to achieve the objective of a common compiler. 

. 
After considerable discussion about both general points and detail points 
i t was agreed· that the specifications for such a oommon compiler should be 
listed and tentatively agreed upon. It will be clear when reading the list 
that these are features which are very unlikely to be disagreed upon by 
any group of programmers. It is expected that agreement will be somewhat 
more difficult to reach upon the detailed language and specifications and 
on the mechanization of these features. The members of the committee 
agreed that a common compiler should include the following rather genera l 
features. 

1. COmpile subroutines from pseudo - instructions. A pseudo instruction 
requiring the use of some library subroutine would appear in the main 
program. The subroutine necessary to carry out the desired function 
would then be automatically oompiled into a so -called compiled region. 
The line of coding which originally contained the pseudo-instruction 
would be replaced by the appropriate calling sequence of one or more 
instructions. 

2. Assign cell numbers to otherwise undefined symbolic addresses. 
Ordinarily these cell numbers will b~ assigned addresses in a compiled 
region. This feature allows easy assignment of working storage 
locations. 

3. Use numerical constants as addresses. The compiler should be able to 
detect that an address section of an instruction is actually a numeri­
cal constant. The value of this number would then be stored in an 
otherwise unused cell in the compiled region--the address of that 
cell would be' filled i n as the appropriate address section of the 
i nstruction. 
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4. Symbolic addresses. The compiler should be able to accept symbolic 
addresses similar to those now accepted as standard for subroutines 
by the USE Organization. Implicit in the phrase symbolic addresses 
i s the concept of free addressing. 

5. Easy method of writing numbers . In this sense a number is a numerical 
constant which occupies one or more full registers and is ordinarily 
thought of as a number--this is in contrast to the writing of numeri­
cal addresses. It is expected that both stated point and floating 
point single and double precision decimal numbers will be acceptable 
to the compiler as well as octal numbers. 

6 . Ability to generate in-out routines. The thought here is that the 
programmer could make relatively simple specifications of the form 
of the numerical output which he desires and tnat the compiler 
would generate and assemble automatically the routine necessary to 
do the particular job specified. 

7. Ability to make any type of change eas ily with both card and tape 
input. This is obviously a worthwhile and noncontroversial objective. 
However, the discussion showed that there may be considerable compro­
mise necessary to work out the details of Just how such generalized 
changes would be made. 

8. Generate calling seQuences. This ability of the compiler was alluded 
to in point number 1 above ~ A calling seQuence may very well reQuire 
more than just an RJ--the common compiler should be able to generate 
automatically these calling seQuences in a predictable fashion. 

9. Provide binary tape output. In some installations a binary tape 
~ output may be the most common form of output, in others, it may 

be provided as an option. In any case the compiler should have this 
ability. 

10. frovide symbOliC side-by-s ide listing. Some installations have found 
this type of listing a most useful form of output, particularly 
during trouble-shooting periods. The symbolic side-by-side listing 
is to be contrasted with the present method at some installations 
where the original keypunched cards are listed on one piece of paper; 
subseQuently a related listing showing the translated code (usually 
in octal) is produced on another piece of paper. 

11. Detect errors during input conversion. Clearly typing or syntactical 
errors may be made in preparing the code and the input cards or 
tape. A good compiler should be able to detect such errors, make a 
list of them for use by the programmer, and still continue the conver­
sion if at all possible. This then allows the programmer to study the 
list of errors and correct as many as possible before returning to 
the machine. 

12. The compiler must be able to handle symbolic programs which are input 
on either cards or tape--in other words both forms of input must be 
possible and convenient. 
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13. COmpatibility with mistake diagnostic routines. The form of the 
input and the provisions made for the programmers use of mistake 
diagnistic routines must be completely compatible. That is, informa ­
tion which the programmer must specify in order to diagnose coding 
errors , must be in a form which can be handled by the compiler and is 
compatible with the ordinary form of input. 

14. Can incorporate USE subroutines. The compiler should be able to handle 
a USE subroutine unchanged from its original symbolic form and inoor­
porate such a subroutine into the main body of a program when that 
symbolic subroutine is included as part of the original manuscript. 

15. Ident ification of Output. Any material which the compiler produces 
as output should be completely identified as a matter of routine . 
For example, the symbolic side-by-side listing should be identified-­
this would include the programmer' s name, the date if possible, 
program number, etc . 

16. Direct input. After the compiler has completed the read-in and compil­
ing of a program, along iVith any changes which might have been incor ­
porated, the translated prograrrl will finally be stored i n its operating 
position so that the program may be executed immediately after 
compilation has been completed without any intermediate steps bei~g 
necessary. .. 

17. Compatibility witb operational procedures. There should be built i nto 
the compiler some provlslon for handling simple operational instruc ­
tions having to do with the sequencing and button pushing which are 
necessary to complete a run on the machine. It is not intended that 
the inclusion of this po i nt requires that the co~~on compiler s~all 
have built into it automat ic operational features- -rather the com ­
piler should be planned so that ',Then a particular installation decides 
that they want to incorporate automatic operational procedures, the 
compiler will be able to accept these changes without any maj or 
modifications. 

Another point which was discussed ',laS p rovlslon f or automatic segmentation 
of a problem, but it was decided not to i nclude this as a requirement in 
the common compiler. The sequence in which the above points occur does 
not indicate in any way their importance or the priority with which they 
will be considered. 

Even after agreeing on the above list , the committee was a long way from 
answering the question of the feasibility of a common compiler although 
no one questioned the desirability. Two organizations have done 

. considerable work tmmrd their own versions of a two -pass compiling 
program, namEly, Boeing and RW. The Boeing compiler is approximately 35% 
complete; the RW compiler is less than 5% complete. The specifications 
for both of t hese compilers are fairly firm at the present time . In order 
not to lose ~qo much calendar time because of changing the specifications, 
the organizations in question will have to reach a decision on just how 
much and what specifications they could change in order to produce 
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specifica.tions agreeable to thf.' rna,jori 1_y)f t.he ly£mber organization s and 
at:. the same time not delay the completion of a system for u se with their 
machines when they do a r rive, Both Boej ng and J{ • ..[ must have a compiling 
system in operation to handle at least. the sir:rple cases by no l ate r than 
July of this year. 

The Chairman a1: t.his time sounded ou.t .sperry -I1and and Holloman on t heir 
feel ings about the rna 7, ter, Both Sperry-Hand and Holloman i ndicated t.ha t 
they '.muld most. probably go a1'Jnr.; 'with '.F'll C8r.1JllOn compiler which i ncor ­
por3.ted the featurer ',vhich have al rC;'cl.ciJ bepn discussed, These two 
organizat ions als r , ':>t,jd that they l.Joll."l.d be willing to provide a sub stan­
tial frac t.ion of '. manpower n('('cssal y to complete the coding a nd checking 
out of a common coP:: ~ler. Boeing's S.itiJ.8.~.lon is conslderably different 
from that. of Spen (-,{and a nd Hol1oman . Tiley have gone a long way toward 
oompleting their ccmpiler - ·- it has some features ) in particula r that of 
!3ccepting algebraic c ding ) which are: not :nclucied in t.he above list . 
It seemed that it we . lLd not bE' Ins.:: to proceed toward setting up the 
specification s for j common campi l..:r .. ·,il hnw:. trying to draw as heavily 
as possible upon B,;eing' s expprience, B'c- :'ng' s rompiler has been r eported 
upon 'tlith respect tc 3pecifica1.ioTl2 1air;~Y cC.Jmplf:-tely in the last two 
or t.hree meetings aul \.,rrite -upc;. of m:~st 01' its features are available , 
Boeing indica ted tlat they 1tloulJ notJ bc .Ln a position to hand out the 
completed compiler pacY.age to 'my OTtst::mi zot i)ns. HOi-leVer) 'they did 
say they would be 'n a positlon to o.!:i'l'r .3pecific parts of \t for use 
by other organizat ions. As an e<9.mr1e )J t~LL2 they have already done 
consideral!J le work to'tlard produ( lng a numPI lC'sl dala out.put subroutine for 
use by the ~ntire organizat ion, In light of I.his 'it 1..,ras clear that the 
Boeing compiler could not be adopted by UEiE '].8 thE: common comp iler even 
if it incorporated a ll the feu1.u"es ",bLeD have been listed above . 

In light of all these commenl~ ~ t 'v8.s felt that perh'J.ps the next s tep 
should be for Ff,'; anlt Lockheed t.o try tv Get tOGether within a weel':. and 
start consideration of t.he detailed ,~pf-'~ .i.ficatioDG for 3. common compiler 
incorporaU.ng the features which hf,{(, d.ll''''·ady been 1 iGt,ed, Due to the 
delayed delivery date of Lockhi:-ed ' s L103f\ they do 00'..) have available a 
sn18.l1 amount of manpQl.1er to de'Jotc to l 1; LS effort, 

RW has detailed specifications on '1 compiler' l,Jhi.c.h incorporates most of 
the desired features which have b.lrpiOldy be.o.D listed 0 HWtook the pos ition 
that there were some fea.t ures ':'n "_hell' '>.)mpilpr ae pcesently specifie d 
which they COJld not forego. 

ThE mat .... er I-laS left i n the follmri n g s taLe: Lockhe e d wil l unde r talte a 
careful s tudy of the specifica.tions of the RW compiler keep ing i n mi nd 
the feature s whi ch mus t be incorporated into a common 1103A compiler . 
The n late next week) before Friday ) Apr i l 6 ) Lockheed and RW will start 
a serie s of meetings t o r each agr eement on the detailed specifications of 
a c ommon 11 0 3A compile r. A ~et a wr i t t e n specificat i ons will then be 
presente d a s soon as poss ible to t.he USE members for consideration. 

The meet i ng was adjour ned a t 8: 45 P,M . ) March 30) 1956. 

Respectfull y submitted) 

Donn Combelic ) Chairman 
4 -10 - 56 
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USE Organization Committee Report 

Report of the Subcommittee 

of the 

Ad Hoc Committee for a Common Compiler 

The subcommittee has met four times: on April 9) 11) 13) and 25 , twice 
at Lockheed Missiles) twice at Ramo-Wooldridge. Each meeting lasted 
virtually a full day. The following have attended all the meetings. 

Dick Talmadge) ML 
Ben Handy, ML 
Bernie Dove) ML 
Tom Dewey) ML 
Donn Combelic) RW 
Don Gantner) RW 
Robert Perkins) RW 

In addition) Millard Perstein) RW) attended part of one of the meetings. 

The initial goal of the subcommittee has been to arrive at specifications 
for a Common Compiler to be submitted for consideration by t.he ent ire USE 
Organization. This goal has been achieved--the results are included 
herewith as the body of this Subcommittee Report. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the USE Compiler is to reduce the amount of effort 
necessary to prepare codes for the 1103A . This compiler will assemble 
codes written in a symbolic language into 1103A machine langragej it 
will perform certain bookkeeping functions normally done by the programmer 
(storage allocation) calling sequence generation) constant and temporary 
pool construction) etc.); and) it will provide a simple method for program 
modification. 

Input to the compiler will be from either cards or magnetic tape or a 
combination of the tvro. As output) the compiler will produce a magnetic 
tape which will contain a listing of the absolute octal translation 
side by side wHh the symbolic coding. 

/ 

II. CODING FORMAT 

The coding for mat. to be used is divided into four major fields) designated 
as follm.;>T:i: 

A) Item No.; B) A/N Tag; C) Operation; and D) Variable 
Field. 

The l ast named ".rill j.nclude the u and v addresses and comments. Each of the 
fields must begin vith a. comma) except that the item number field begins 
with a special mark. 



A. Item No. 

The Item No. is a pure decimal number whose primary purpose is for 
ease in making corrections. The number may have at most six digits 
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to the left of the decimal point, and at most four digits to the right 
of the point. 

The Item No. will be used by the compiler to order the lines of coding, 
hence simplifying modification references. The number will normally be 
computed in a sequential fashion by the compiler, but a programmer may 
insert any number he wishes on any line . The only restriction will be 
that the number on any given line must be larger than that on any pre­
ceding line. The compiler will obey the following rules for generation 
of item numbers: 

1. If more than one digit is found in the I tem No. column, 
the complete number is taken as the item number for that 
line. The position of the rightmost digit is considered 
the "index position". If no decimal point is written, the 
item number is considered an integer . 

2. If exactly one digit is found, that digit is extracted 
into the "index position" of the item number associated 
with the immediately preceding line of coding. 

3. If no digits are found, a one is automatically added into 
the "index position" of the item number associated with 
the immediately preceding line of coding. 

B. A/N Tag 

The A/N Tag is a symbol whose principal purpose is to identify the command 
associated with the line of coding. The symbol may consist of no more 
than six alphanumeric characters, at least one of which is alphabetic. 
Any combination of characters may be used to represent a symbol except 
the following five combinations: 

5) all symbols starting with QQ . 

The programmer is not required to fill in the A/ N Tag field unless he 
wi shes to tag the command for reference. 

C. Operation 

The Operation is an alphanumeric symbol consisting of no more than six 
characters. There are three major classes of symbols which may be used 
in this field: 

1. Symbols which refer to 1103A operations and which generate 
a single machine language command. Under this class are three 
types of symbols: 

a. Mnemonic 1103A codes -- the two letter codes suggested 
by Sperry Rand for identification of computer commands. 
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b. Two octal digits -- any combination of two octal digits 
will be considered as the operation section of an 1103A 
instruction. A blank operation field is equivalent to 
writing 00 in the operation field . 

c. 1103A operations involving "j" -- three character codes 
are provided for the 1103A operations: Left Transmit) 
Manual Jump) Manual Stop) Punch) Repeat) External Read) 
and External Write. The three characters will consist 
of the two letter mnemonic 1103A code with either the 
proper numeric "j" digit or a third mnemonic character 
attached . Permissible combinations are as follows: 

Left Transmit (Left Half) LTL or LTO 
" " (Right Half) LTR or LTl 

Punch (6 hole code) pu6 or PUO 
" (7 hole code) PU7 or Pul 

Repeat (Modify v only) RPV or RPl 
II (Modify u only) RPU or RP2 
II (Modify u and v) RPB or RP3 

External Read (through IOA) ERA or ERO 
II " (through IOB) ERE or ERl 

External Write (through IOA) EWA or EWO 
II " (through IOB) EWE or EWl 

2. Symbols which refer to instructions to the compiler and which 
may generate several machine language commands (such as a 
subroutine calling sequence) or may generate no machine language 
commands. Under this class are two types of symbols: 

a. Control Symbols -- these are pseudo-commands which 
enable a programmer to interrupt and modify some of 
the automatic functions of the compiler . 

b. Subroutine Designation Symbols -- these are pseudo­
commands which will call for the inclusion of sub­
routines in the compiled program and will set up the 
generation of the calling sequence. 

3. Certain alphabetic characters (B) F) G) X) or Y) are used to 
specify that the content of the variable field is not an 
instruction but a number which will occupy one or two memory 
locations. The letters have the fol~owing meaning with respect 
to the number found in the Variable Field: 

B - an octal integer 
F - a single precision floating point decimal number 
G - a double precision floating point decimal number 
X - a single precision stated point decimal number 
Y - a double precision stated point decimal number 
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D. Variable Field 

The content and format of the Variable Field is determined by whether the 
symbol in the operation field designates a machine type instruction or a 
number. If it is a machine type instruction, a comma must be used to 
specify the beginning of the u and the v addresses. If comments are 
used a comma is necessary to flag the beginning of the comments. Regardless 
of the content, the total number of characters in this field, including 
all special marks, must not exceed 60. 

1. Machine Type Instruction -- an instruction re~ulrlng a u and/ or 
v address which may contain any of the following in the u 
and/ or v address: 

a . Decimal Address. 

A decimal integer. 

b. Octal Address. 

An octal integer followed by the notation )B . 

c. The symbols A, Q, D and FILL. 

The symbols will be translated as 32000)B, 31000)B, 
40000)B ; and 30000)B, respect ively. 

d. Constants. 

Defined by the special designation L(c), where c is 
the actual constant written in the form of a number . 

e. A/ N Tag . 

Any symbol appearing in the A/N Tag column. 

f. Item Number. 

Any item number with the special distinction that 
it must contain a decimal point . 

g. Storage Address. 

A symbolic address or item number followed by the 
notation )S . 

h. Undefined Symbols. 

Symbols which could appear in the A/N Tag column 
but which do not . 

i. Multiple Addresses . 

Sums and differences of items a through h. 

2. Numbers. 

The u and v addresses are considered as a unit when writing 
numbers. The writing of numbers is completely arbitrary as 
regards the position of the decimal point and the length of the 
number providing the written number is consistent with the machine 



limitations. Scaling of numbers is accomplished by writing a 
decimal and/or binary factor after t he number. The decimal 
scale fa.ctor being preceded by a D a.nd the binary factor by 
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a B. Any plus sign may be omitted. The type of numbers which 
can be compiled are : 

a. Octal Integers . 

Any octal integer with no more than 12 digits . 

b. Floating Dec imal Numbers . 

Any decimal number which can be expressed in floating 
point form as a single or double precision number. 

c. Stated Point Numbers . 

Any decimal number which can be expressed as a 
single or double precision number. 

Comments can be written as des ired after t he address portions 
of a command but t he comments must be preceded by a comma. 

III. ASSIGNMENT OF LOCATIONS 

Each word in the assembled program will be associated with t wo machine 
locations: 

A. A storage locat ion at which the word is to be stored at the 
start of the program, and 

B. An execution location which the wor d is expected to occupy 
when it is used in the program. 

These two machine locations may be the same (and usually will be unless 
the problem re~uires segmentation) . 

The compiler will contain two location counters, one for storage addresses, 
the other for execution addresses . These will normally be set to 3 at the 
beginning of compilation. As computer words are generated, these counters 
will be incremented by one . However, the programmer will be able to 
interr upt the se~uential assignment of either or both of these addresses, 
and will be able to insert a new starting point at any time he desires . 

When the compiler begins its translation program it examines the A/ N Tag, 
the u and the v addresses . 

If a symbol appears in the A/ N Tag field before it appears in u or v, it 
is entered into a table of location symbols as the argument and the setting 
of the storage and execution counters are entered in the table as the 
function values . If a symbol appears more than once in the A/ N Tag field 
it will be considered an error by the compiler . 

If a symbol appears in the u or v addresses before it appears in the 
A/N Tag, it is entered into the table of location symbols as the argument 
and the function value entry is left blank . If fUrther along in the program, 
the symbol is encountered in the A/ N Tag, the setting of the storage and 
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execution location counters at this time is entered into the table as 
the function value . If the symbol is not defined anywhere in the A/ N 
Tag field, the compiler will automatically assign a storage and execution 
location, and will enter this assignment into the table . 

If an item number appears in the u or v addresses, this number is 
entered into a table of item number locations as the argument, and the 
setting of the storage and execution location counters for that number 
will be entered as the function value. 

If the notation L(c) appears in the u or v address, the compiler will 
scan a table containing constant pool assignments . If the number c appears 
in the table no further assignment will be made; if the number c is not 
entered in the table, the compiler will make an automatic assignment of 
storage and execution locations and enter this in the constant pool table . 

Whenever a subroutine is referenced in the Operation field, the compiler 
will examine the v address of the command . If this address contains a 
symbol, location assignments will be made according to the rules for 
symbols in u and v addresses. If the v address is blank, the 
compiler will store the symbol from the Operation field in the symbolic 
location table and will assign storage and execution locations in the 
manner reserved for undefined symbols . 

In order to make the automatic assignments referenced above, the compiler 
will generate a region, called the compiled region . In this r egion will 
be assigned locations for subroutines, the subroutine temporary pool, the 
constant pool, and for those symbols not appearing in the A/ N Tag field. 
This region will normally be located in the high end of memory and a 
compiled region location counter will be used to keep track of all 
assignments. This counter will be set at 4095 at the beginning of compila ­
tion and will normally be decremented by one for each machine location 
assignment. However, the programmer will have the ability to locate 
this region anywhere in memory. 

IV . PSEUDO OPERATIONS 

A. Control Commands 

These are instructions to the compiler and do not normally occupy cells 
in the machine . 

1. SETLOC (Set location counters) 

The pseudo operation SETLOC sets the execution location 
counter and storage location counter to the translated 
values of the u and v 'fields respectively . If either 
of the fields are left blank then the corresponding counter 
is left undisturbed. The u and v fields may have address 
structures as described under Variable Field except that any 
symbols used must have been previously defined . 

2. EQUALS 

The effect of the pseudo operation EQUALS is that the symbol 
in the tag column is given the execution address specified 
by the u field and the storage address specified by the v 
field. If the v field is blank, the storage address becomes 
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the same as the execution addres s , The u and v fields may 
have address structure as desc r ibed under Variable Field except 
that any symbols used must have been previously defined , 

3. COMPAT (Compile at) 

The pseudo operation COMPAT instructs t he compiler to begin the 
compiled region at that location specified by the translated value 
of the u field. If the v field is blank the storage address 
becomes the same as the execution address . One of two alterna­
tives will occur if a symbol appear s in t he tag column : 

a. If the u and v fields are bot h not blank, the symbol 
appearing in the tag column will be t r eated as if the 
pseudo operation were EQUALS and the compiled region will 
begin at that location specified in u , 

b. If the u and v fields are both blank, the compiler 
will assign the start of the compiled region and the symbol 
appearing in the tag column will be e~uated to that 
assigned location. 

The contents of the u and v fields may be t he same as described 
under SETLOC, The control command COMPAT may be used only once in 
the compiled program. 

4. RESERV (Reserve) 

The RESERV operation reserves, in memory, a block of cells . Any 
symbol appearing in the tag column will be as s igned the current 
values of the location counters . The location counters will t hen 
be incremented by the amounts specified in the u and v fields 
respectively. If either of the fields a r e left blank, the corre­
sponding counter will be left undisturbed , The contents of the 
u and v fields may be the same as described under SETLOC . 

5. DUPj 

The pseudo operation DUPj instruct s t he compiler to repeat all, 
or part, of the command on the line of coding which follows . 
The "j" part of the operation specifies what part of the command 
is to be repeated: 

a . 0 designates repeating the operation field , 

b. U designates repeating the u field , 

c . V designates repeating the v field . 

"j" may consist of any combination of the letters 0, u, v 
provided the se~uence 0, u, v is preserved. The number of 
times the line is repeated can be specified in either of the 
following two ways: 

a . DUPj, n, TIMES 

Where n is an integer in tpe u field specifying the 
number of times the repeat is to be executed and includes 
that line which is repeated; and TIMES is in the v field. 
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b. DUP j, THRU, ALPHA 

Where THRU is in the u fieldj and ALPHA is the A/ N 
Tag (or Item No.) associated with the last line of coding 
on which the repeat is to operate . 

Any legitimate entry may be made in those fields which are not 
repeated . 

6. END 

The pseudo operation END is on the last line of codingj there 
must not be a symbol in the tag columnj the u field is ignoredj 
the v field may be as described under SETLOC . This signals the 
end of the program to be compiled. It also sets up a transfer of 
control to the address designated in the v field, to be executed 
after the compiled program is loaded. 

B. Subroutines 

2. 

are called by a pseudo-command to the com "ler constructed as 

operation field contains 
uch as SIN1, SQR2, etc. 

field is the symbolic 
e subroutine has more than one 

is t of the first argument. T 
to see that the remaining argume 

lowing the one tagged. 

the subroutines, 

(A/ N Tag) of the argument . 
argument, say n, this location 
programmer is then required 
are available in the n-l 

The v fi ld is the symboli location of the first cell of the 
body of the subroutine. If this field is blank, the subroutine 
is placed in he compiled egion, and the symbolic location of 
the first cell is the outine identification tag . 

The calling sequence for the subroutines. 
This calling sequence is 1 c in the program at the point where the 
pseudo-command was found by he compiler. If the pseudo-command itself 
has an A/N tag, this tag 11 refer to the first word of the calling 
sequence. 

Some examples 

OP 

1. 

0( 

1, the SINl subroutine is placed 
taken from location X, and the ca 

0\. 

u v 

x 

x YZ 

S02 

compiled region, the 
sequence starts at 
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In example 2, the SINI subroutine is piaced at location YZ . It is the 
prog ammer's responsibility to see that the proper number of are 
avail ble at this location. The rest is the same as exampl 

programmer has made an error, since th 
ine at~ will destroy the calling se~uence at 

manual jump at the previous cell and repai 

location of the 
He will need 

the damage himself. 

In regular library routines, the com iler will accept sub-
properly prepared form -- namely, th standard USE subroutine 
cards, or from manuscript. In the atter two cases the 

subroutine pse do-command is preceded by a contr the compiler. 
This control wo d has the following constructio . 

1. The opera ion field has either 
indicatin that the subroutine 

ond indicating that 
fact, follows the s 

r SUBRM. The first 
cards, ready to be read 

ubroutine is in manuscript 
routine pseudo-command. 

2. The t.l 
coding, 

of cards, or lines of 

3. The v 

Some examples: 

1. 

2. 

OP 

SUBRC 
SIN2 

SUBRM 
SQ,R2 

u 

5 
X 

42 
ARG 

v 

A2D 

Example 1: is to be put in the 
compiled regi n, and whose argum nt is at X, is located on 
5 cards, one word per card, now a ilable in the card reader. 

Example 2' The subroutine SQ,R2 whic 
A2D, arg ent at ARG, calling se~uenc 
in the lines of coding following th 

is to be located at 
at H2S, is located 

pseudo-command. 
\ 

Since for a subroutine may not be conv niently available for 
r ecompilatio , compiling -1from cards is done only ncej at which time the 

1 word is replaced by SUBRM, the words on the cards are 
inserted i the manuscript following the subroutine seudo-command J and 
the listi g is adjusted accordingly. In addition, s~ ce each line of 
coding st have an item number, item numbers are aut atically generated 
by the ollowing rule: if j is the item number of the ubroutine pseudo­
comma a, the subroutine words have the item numbers j+. 1, j+.002, "'J 

j+n( 001)) regardless of the index position of the item her j. 

the two word subroutine (?), named NULL 
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is on cards) original coding might 

A/N TAG v 

15· 

16. R) 

17. Q) A 

After the first stage been completed) this will be 
replaced by the coding: 

15· SUBRM 2 

16. R) 

LQ) 

TP) 

As remark it should be noted that an 
is meaningless) since it produces no machine 

V. CHANGES 

A) Q 

35 

A 

r the control command 
to be referenced . 

Changes are specified by means of the item number and placed on a change 
tape. The key rule to remember is that the item number is i rrevocably 
tied to a line of coding and is never changed . A partial exception to 
this rule is allowed in the case of replacement) which results in a 
considerable economy without incurring ambiguity . For a particular pro­
blem) if a line is deleted) its item number disappears from circulation; 
if a line is added) its item number is distinct from all others in current 
use . 

Types of changes allowed are: 

A. Deletions 

If the original program is in manuscript form) deletions can 
be accomplished by merely crossing out the line of coding. For 
the change tape) deletions are specified in one of two ways: 

ITEM TAG OP u v 

l. 12 .52 ) Delete 13) lines 

2. 175) Delete) Thru) 181 . 2 

In each case) the item number of the control word is that of 
the first word to be deleted. 
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B. Replacements 

Replacements are accomplished by writing the new line of coding 
for the change tape exactly as it would have been written for the 
original program, except that the item number must be written 
in full. 

C. Insertions 

Insertions are made by assigning distinct item numbers for 
each instruction to be inserted . 

In general, the following simple rules should prove effective in guiding 
the programmer for both insertions and replacements: 

1. The item numbers, when finally assembled, are in sequence. 

2. No duplications are allowed. 

For example, rule one shows that in the sequence 15, 16, 17, the 
insertion 15.5, 15.6, followed by the insertions 15.55, 15 .58 would 
result in the final sequence 15, 15.5, 15.55, 15.58, 15.6, 16, 17. 
Note that rule 2 is essentially that for replacement: since two dis­
tinct lines may not have the same item number, the old line must be 
replaced by the new. An error results, when item numbers are duplicated 
among the changes. 

Respectfully submitted 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 
April 25, 1956 
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B. Subroutine. 

!here are two ,seudo-commanda tor oa1],'ng subroutines. 

1. The t,rst }tseudo-eommand 1s conatruetedu to11o •• 

.. The operation field containa the tag 1dentitying the 
8Ubl"OUtine, such as sm. SW, USJX)23, etc. 

b. 1he u address conta.i.nl the q.aabol1c locatiol1 01' the 
argu:aeDt. It the subroutine has more than one al'guaeri:t" 
aq a, th1~ location 18 that ot the tint arg\lIIIi1lt. 
The pro~ 1. then required to aee that the ~ 
11&1n1ng argWIIenta .. e aTa1la.ble in th. 11-1 ceUII 
following the one specifiecl. 

c. The T .wreN contains the symbolio loeation ot the 
t:1ret oell ot the boq ot the subroutine. It this Iddre., i, blanJl the subroutine 1. placecl in the 
compiled reg1oa. It a $YlIbol, slIT 0, appear. in the 
addl'eaa, then the mbrout.1.n8 1s mtten. tor storage at. 
0)8 and ex:eeution .t •• 

1Ma type of psewio-coJlllllan4 generate, a caning eequence for 
the subroutine. Thi. calling sequence 1s located at the 
point in the prograa where the pseudo-comm.aad was tound b;r 
the eompU8!"., It the pseudo-command itself haa an J./I tag. 
thi. t.tg v1ll refer to the first word ot the calling 8e<\U8ft_-

1:b1. type ot pseudo-.command doe. act re8e,m ert:¥ Cell8 t.or 
the nbl"Out1u. 

t.!he second ps-.udo-cOlltlWld 18 .constructed. U followat 

a. fhe' operati. field containt the word. WeAD" 

b. '.the uaddFe •• contains the tfag 1dentityingthe 
81.lbroutine. 

c. '!he T a.d.c.inte. 1. lett blank. 

'ftl1. type ot. pseu.do-Oomnumd do.. aot genq-ate a os] 1 i n.a 
.equenoe for the S\lbroutint. Howe""'Ver, it doe • .u.ocate 14. 
propel' aount or .torage. tunotionins. in th1, respeot, like 
an auto_tic USPllV e, 

n.. add! tioD to the regular. libll'817 rout1nee, the coJll)iler w1ll aocept 
routinea, 'W1"'i tten in the . ,tandard USB subroutine to,..', tromoarda, 
or troa unueonp\. .In the.. oases, the 8\1broutine p1leUdo-eoanan4 11 
IniPpleaente4 'by & !onk!l!!d to the cOlllPUer, wh1Ch bas tbt tol.l.ov:1ng 
oonetruotiOll' . 

1. The operat1On tiel. hu 8i thaI' StmRC or SUBRH. The tim 
indieawa that the subroutine 18 on cuda, ready to be teacl 
1ft, the eecoD4 that the subroutine i. in 1WlU.8cr1pt tON. 
amt, in tact., follow. the conttol worel. 



t . The u d~. cOfttain. the tag ld811t1ty1ng the hbroutinl. 

3. 4Jhev addre.. is lett blank. 

Sinoe the car<la tor a subl'QUtiM ~ not be convenien~ available tor 
recompilatioll. courp1l1ng ~ ·"ardt i. dont only- ODOeJ .. ,which \bat 
the SUBRe control vord 1, 1"4tPlaced by SlJBM, 1ihe wonts on th. ~ 
t.re insertlKl1n the -=Script tol1oV1ng the control,. wo~ md the 
Usting 1. -",sW aeoQrdingq. III addition, $in,e each u.. of ooting 
.at have Mil iteat llWIbev, lteJl number. are automat1~ Kenen-tact.. 
(!he applicable rule 18 II.A.). 

1'bl- toDwol word JIIq appear e.rr;ywhe" :1n tb$ .od1n& beto~ the control 
wr4 J21D. Ho1l'8VeI-, it used. in COnjunction 14th the ID~ATE typt pl8U4o­
colllDl8Dd, 'the lto1"(lge allocation teatuw 9i ibie paeu.do-collllllAPld. uk •• 
It iaperat1 Te that the control word precede tQ paeudO-C01l1llarul. 



'SE C .::F.:rtE.:CE 

~ondq, 21 May crra 
9:00 a • .". Policy COI1.":l:!. t tee ~eetin5 )fii~~~ 

I. Tntrodul' ions 

II. ~ompletion o~ Azenda 

II~. Old RUsi~ess: 

A. Approval of 1I'linu tes o~ previous meeting. 

B. Con~idera~ion of written renorts of cn~ttee chairmen. 
~ 

C. Oral progress reports r!"o", chairman of 
J "r t' 

committee. ~f~ t !)~-fYv\ftA 17"11 ,,,,rS. 

D. Progress report on modifications to high speed Printe~ 

IV. New Business: 

12100 DOon 

A. Discussion of delegating custom~r-manufacturer relations 

com.lttee to consider: 

]4(rs"t; willi - a1 th II 3 h rr'v) .n... f'M~ ·II ..... ~. A cOMp!"ehensi ve PiOer 8Jl\!l\in§ manu f or e 0 

fJo IMf .., pUfv.r 2. The add! tion of a eal time clock to the coraputer. 
a. :t (j-lN)~ IlD 31t ,vtl <) p Wi Yv.. 

~ Consideration of the USE organization proposal by Lockheed. 

(See enclosure: Proposp,d Organizational Structure of USE, 

by B. F. HMld;r, B. C. Dove, T. H. Dwey) 

Lunch 

Working Conuni t tee Meetings 

Progru Developsaent ConuIittee 

A. Progress report, coding ass1gn:aent~ 

B. Report on Tape Handlers - 141. 

c. Progress on generalized print-edit routines - ML aDd RW. 

D. ReYi 8101l of coding 
F, ~(14+ - Ov...fr\t t 



t i '" ... ... 

" 

~2-t 

_I. Standards r~~~~tee 

A. Po~sible revision of s~dards~ co~~en co iler. 

III. 
(3 , 5r 6vu.J qA f 1.Q. r ~ t4 ~ ' /tn ~.f . 

Compi ler Coml11ittee (to Illeet con rre ly with Pro am Development 

C.omm.l t tee) 

A. Some details of mechanization. 

5'. Codi:1g assignments. 

Tuesdq, 22 May 

9:00 a.m. Continuation of Committee Meetings 

11:00 a.m. Indi vidual Metlbership Caucus. 

12.00 noon Lunch 

1:30 p.a. • Pollcy Committee Keeting 

I. Unfinished business of previ0U8 session. 

II. Oral reports of comMi ttft chairmen. 

ITI. Items for agenda of next "eeting. 

IV. Date and place of next ... ting. 

T1ae (Undetermined) Tour of HollOlUD Air Foree Bue 

I ~~S"~\" '\ 11. - n r ",I d 
S\ , r 4,.AA.l . 

I, 
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~ :. 3. F. !iantt·, . • S. Dove, and "" . H. Dewey 

A cr:-;2al exa~inatio~ ~accompli~~men s of ~ its ~~ception in 

~p.c ~cer , 19~~ , will ~emQn s~ra e , t~ evt n ~e most skeptical person, the v~ue o~ such 

an organization. It has alreaiy o~ovided a mp.ans o~ exchanging information and idea~ 

on provr&~g and codi~ , a~d has establi shed itself as an effec ive devtce for 

increasing cooperation and communication ~etween SoerFy Rand Rnd ~1A 110)A users. 

But this same examination woul d indicate that ~everal serious flaws remain 

in the orgC'ntzational struc ture. Some of these are: (1) what wa originally intended 

to be a meeting of the Policy Committee has instead become a general meetmg 1n which 

all takE'! part (this has had the effect of increas~ debate and retarding decisions); 

(2) the decision to permit non-member particip.a..tion in USE meetings has uncovered the 

tact that no procedure exists for l1mitin~ the p~!-icipation of visitors in committee 

deliberations; and () no fo~al statement of the organizational stru ture of USE 18 

In existence, except throu~h reference to the ~utes of the various ~eetings. 

The followint: proposal is an attempt bOth to remove these flaws and to prevent 
... 

any new ones cropping up in the near f'l.l'ture. In order to cover all the points, thi8 

proposal is submitted in a form nomally used for conetitutions, but is not intended to 

be such, except incidentally. It is merely a for mal statement of the proposed 

organizational structure of USE, and of the rules by which it is governed. 

Since USE is a volW1tary organization, nothing in this proposal is to be 

construed as requiring absolute adherence to US! dec i sions by any installation. 

qowever, participatio~ in USE activi ties , and acceptance of USE benefits will be 

considered as tacit willingness to abide by USE decision~wherever practicable . 
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.. 

'!'hi' organization shall be lmown as USE (Univac Scientific Exchanfe), and 

the prillary purpose of this organization shall be the prollUlgation and exchange ot 

ideas and infoI"IMtion concerning progra.ing and coding tor the 110.31, and til x '" )(- . 
• I ~t ~f R;~ t? *"'t.{ U-w f",-(.; 'Vt " t~tM 

establishlaent of a tOruli. whert;'1Itl1031 J].sers and the can discuss 
Jt.(Jrld,., ~., " . 

suggestions tor machine g1 '\"*"4 Iii and addi tiona! ecrliplllent to their JlUtual bene!i t. 

Membership in this organization is i ttl . 3d voluntary aa:1 members will be • 
claa8itied in two groups: D\ .... V6 ~" 

installationa ehall be defined a~ those organizations 

which !leet at least one 
v 

(1) Now olll;t" or ren an f.fi 11031 

>----------~----~ --- ~ -
or. (2) Hag a tirm order for an '8 110ll. 

, ... It .... 

· 2. shall 

which are de 

8Ubsi t a request to 

the Executive Secretary of USE. Upon receipt ot such a request, the hecutive SecretaI 

will subnti t the installation I s name to the membership for vote, either by 1I&i.l or in 

a regularly sch eduled !Ileeting. .VcrlJ~::lItt:n!!:tt~~!!I::!!!.c::::i:Ia:Mr«t~mlflfmr:[y. 1 

JU.jori ty of the total membership shall be surficient to admit an installation to 

non-voting-llember status. \. ' 
btl1t~ .~ Q fA,., ~ 

Visitors Jlinotr~tc:dd~1:t:1tee::li~:.t~lipiCZ:JX%i1mili~e:c:c1 ~~dbwirt:tltJ2:i jjU~s,,1IJ aq be invited" to attend1lS£.aeetinJS 

.. DCII1-partlcipating obs8ners or &:! special consultants· to • co.1ttM. 
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OffICDS 

The omove ot USI shall con.1et of a chainaaD and an exeeut1ft 

ourmwr - T81'II ot Office _1'1 ~'Ut1cat1oDa 

The Cha1.run Iball be elected tor a tera ot onecil •• 1I' ,.., 

cUte.. .gn1 ....... V dat.e md .at be a representative or • TOting • .",.. 

. 
sel"Ye as the Chairman of the PollC1 CoDai ttee dur1Dg hi. ten. ot ottice, aad 

viil be an ex otficio lIle!1tber of all other COJIII1 tteJa, ~th standing aDd 

otherwise. 

• ... 

'!be Chairaan will be re!pOnsible for the preparation ot a tentatin 

agenda tor each meeting or USE and will submit 1 t to the Executive Secretarr 

for reproduction and distribution to the member installations before the 

!leetlne. 

~JTTVE SECRETARY - Term of Office and Qualifications 

The Executive Secretary shall be elected for a term of one 
~ ~ 11 \.oW. , I~.:t ft F' I " 

year f~ the ant 1yerSary ~~~ and must be a representative of a voting-member 
J ' , 

i!1stallat ion. 1fnJ- ~ ~!c $ u .. IJ waa SU(CSco( h tAtfssl l . 

Duties 

The Executive Secretary will reproduce ~~~ distribute all items 

o~ official USE records, which will include the minutes of all meeti~gs, all 

COI"'.r.U. ttee report~, 3l1d ti':e tentati v€ agenda dralo.'!l up by tiH' Chairman. He 

will also be responsibl fo r process,i:1 _ applica·tions "o~ membership, ej +:her 

for voting or non-voting status . ~e will issue invitations to persons or 

installatio~ !" not directly concernf'd with VSE, per:ri. ttin[ attendance at USE 
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Duties (cont.) 

'nle ExecutiTe Secretary will maintain tiles of all USE record:s 

and of all official USE correspondence. 

The Executive Secretary will also serve as the Chainum of the 

Publications ComMittee, and in such position will 

have the power to ref\:se to publish or distribute anything through USE 

channels or under the USE name which does not !Het the standards set up 

up USE. 

Meetings of USE will be held at the discretion of the membership. Each 
-

1fteI!lber installation in turn W1ll"'act as the host foY' c meeting ar.d will be responsible 

(1) for providing suitable accommodations, (2) for makinb ho~sing arrangements or 

providing 1ntonuatlon concerning available hous~ng, and 0) tor providing a recording 

secretar,y, who shall be a stenographer. 

Each member installation is requested to ~Rve at least t~ree representatives 

GOVERlIMEHT OF USE 

1be gOTerning body of the CSE organization sr.all be called the Policy 

Comllittee. 

POLICY CCJ1MIT'I'EE 

This committee ~hall consist of t~e Chairman o~ SE as the chair-

man and of one r€pre~entat.iv:e onl;r from each va ing-member installation. 
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Duties 

It shall be the responsibill ty of the Policy CoIIIIIi ttee to guide '; 

tile actiTities of USE into productive channels. If any action of USE does 

not naeet with the approval of the Policy Committee, it may veto such action 

vi thou t recourse to the general meetin€:: of 1,; SE. 

All meetings of the Policy Committee will be closed meetings • 

except where b"J a majority vote of the members of t.~e rom.'lIittee they shall 

be open to the public. 

The Chainun will be a non-Toting-member of tr.e committee. 

'!be Policy Cotaittee vill study all ideas submitted in the general 

USE ,.eeting, especially all suggested changes for exis+,j ng hardware, and 

will propose i teas for consideration either by the general meeting or by 

a:rry ot til e standing cOlllld t tee s. 

III f1na.l decisions conc-e,~ the USE policy will rest in this 

committee, and May be changed only· by a vote within this coantteee>l. 

The Policy Comnrl. ttee will .meet at the discretion of the Chairman, 

except that it will convene at each general US! ~eetine. Any member of the 

p" ic~' Cor:tl:li t,tee MZY request a meetinc of the committee, whenever he feels 

that any vote in the t:eneral USE meeting Mould be considered by the Policy 

Conmrl. ttee . 
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Each chairman of a standing ca.:1ttee will u.k. an oral report to 

the general US! Jleeting which will outline the 8Ubjects ~scussed and 111.11 

contain the reco_endations of the co ttee. - 'nles reports 111.11 be 

considered accepted if the llellbers of the various co.u ttees are satisfied 

that they are co.plete and accurate. lcCeptaDC· At the r F t t B ' at , 

-----------
Acceptance and illplementation of any rec~endatioM will 

IIa1ttee, 

'the ChaiI"!l8ll of each committee will submit a vri tten report to 

the Executive Secreta.ry for distribution to the members of USE. If, upon 

receipt of the written report of the Chairman, any membf>r of the committee 

feels that it is incomplete or erroneous in some part, he will communicate 

directly with the Chairman of t~e co'TUlli ttee, who will submit an amended 

report to the membership at the next meeting. 

These committees will no~ly rne~t during the period set aside 

for the general US! meeting, but t.h~ Chairman of the contni. ttee :nay call a 

meetL'lg at any time . i-: owever , at leas t one wef::k's notice nrust be given to 

each committ~e menber 'whenever a meetjng is to be held not during a general 

USE me'" inC- ThP meetin~ s of these committees will be open ~ &BY o / 
rep~~~' ~' ~·i-ii-i·~~ii1I3i!j~~ .. :t:tltv~i:£o!!!n~. 'nvi ted gue s ts !1l~ take part 

in committee deliberations ~ by direction of the Chairman. 

) 
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any existing standing ca.-ittee or add new ones. 

Policy CoJllli ttee, and will 

theChai 

r 
(S 

The function of this COIIIIIdttee"3' ta to ~ _tbocla ot hter­
s 4.1t 1/ 

change of ideas and techniques. It 1QL att.pt to adli ... YOlutarT 

cooperation on progrUlS J codes, 

of effort wherever possible. 

( 

U 
The function of this committee ~e 

necessary to facilitate the transai ttal of progr&Dllling effort.. throagh USI 

channels. 

PUBLICA.TIONS ~)1f rtr'i 
The function of this committee is to set up and MiDta1n proper 

-.. 

standards of cOllllTlllIlication betveen IIember installatio!18J to ed1 t all _ter1al 

submi tted for distribution under the USE naae. In addition, the Publieat1 

Committee member from each installation will be responsible for seeing that 

... 

any material subm.tted to USE from his installation meets all of ' US! standard8 • . 
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VOTING PROCEDURE 

In the general 

'1.-...,.......".,8 received, the 

shall be required to pass a motion i n t he Poli cy Committee, except 

ttat a motion to invite non-member participation shall only require 
cP.Tt J 

a majoI1. ty'.JJri~~~~",_p"..3_!tWo.l..J.lr;t.,;j,~"r 

STANDING COMMITrEE MEETINGS 

In -the stlUrd1ng coliUfa tteeej ¥O:t.i.ug-W'irJ: l be 1);9 ltmlber 
'WI5 .... hw 

i~lat10fts. A majori ty of~~s]J?t~s present will be 
tAo-. 

necessary to pass any motion in ~ s tanding coMmitteej . 
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\ MINUTES OF THE MEEtING OF USE 

AT 

HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE 

NEW MEXICO 

21-22 Mq 19S6 

The Meeting opened on Mondq 21 Mq 19S6 at 9.00 a.a. with a 
velcomirlg address b7 Col. Judy ot H.A.DC. 

In attendance were. 

IQclcheed Missile Division 

~chard B. Talmadge, C2J.a:trun 

Boeing 

Bernard C. Dove, Pol1c;r Committe Member 
Tom H. Dewe,y 

Donald J. Cook, Policy Committee Member 
William K. McKinley 

Remington Rand 

Jules Mersel, Policy Committe. Member 
Earl· Joseph . . 
Irvin V. Voltin 
Tom Wilder (San Francisco) 
Tom Dines (Seattle) 
Jaok Rose <-LoB Angeles) 
Robert H. Wallace (San Antonio) 
Peg Johnson 

Ramo Wooldridge 

WADe 

. Donald W. Gantner, Policy Oomm1tteeMelJl,ber 
Donn Combelie 
Robert Perkins 

Carl s. nuke ., 
Leonard B. Fall 

Applied Physics Lab (Johns Hopkins) 

Robert P. Rich 
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Corps ot Engineers) WaahingtCll 

' John W. H. Spencer 

Shell Development 

Donald Holm s 

Marvin ·C. Orea, Poliey' 'Comm1 ttee Member 
James A Ward 
Garner McCrossen 
Robert O. Tantzen 
Owen Hoke 
Herbert Lots. 

Following the introductions, the tentati va agenda was discussed and 

the following changes made t 

meeting. 

IV. New Busin •• 

.-..;;&.1IiiiiIIiIt.-~*W.:IL..u,Lu& Dev.lopllenta (adeli tien) 

Program Development Committee Agenda 

E. Input-Output and Debugging Routines (addition) 

Standards Comm1 ttee Agenda 

A. Possible revision of standards in light of 

common compUer (revision) 

B. Standardisation of Typing Format (addition) 

'lb. revised agenda vu accepted as .. 11 a. the minutes of the previous 

Since no one had received a copy ot the Standarda Committee report, it 
11&8 agreed to have this report reproduced and distributed during the meeting. 

- Consideration and acceptance., rred untU Tuesdq afternoon. 

Following .. discussion of Bo~" o~gation to write a fioating point 
output routine, during which it appefred that. Remington Rand had already written 
sUch a prograa, the report of the PrOgram D~ieloPDlent Committee was aocepted. 

Don Cook led a di.cussion on the propo sed DIOd1£ications to Itbe high 
speed printer. The following points ere established. 

1. '!'he lIOditied printer will be available about one month 
later than the standard printer at an add1 tional rental ot about $600.00 per 
JIOnth • 



I' 

... .. . 
-.3-

2. 1be modified prtnter w1ll be liated by Remington Rand 
and should b. ordered through the regular aalea repreaentative. Price list. 
will be torwarded as aoon as pos8ible. 

Wext, the report of the Special Comm1 ttee tor the COlDllliOn CoDlPil.r wu 
distributed. Thi. report, aJ.ong With a two page supplement regarding subroutines, 
outlined the agreement reached by Lockheed and Ramo Wooldridge on the specifica­
tiona. In add1 tion, agreement on a modus operandi tor :implementing the 
specificationa was outlined. In ettect, the Ramo Wooldridge people are to make 
the decisions, with Loclcheed supplying a man to be at Ramo tvo or three timea 
& week to help with nov charting anel coding, and to se1"'Ve aa llason betvean 
Ramo and coding personnel at Lockheect. 

During the discussion, Boeing volunteered their compiler to USE. It 
vas IIOTed by Jules Mersel of Remington Rand and seconded by Bernard Dove ot 
Lockheed that the tJpee1tioation8 &S outlined by the report be accepted as the 
USB cO!Iq)iler. Marvin Green ot HADC requested that the vote be tabled in order 
to consider the Boeing compiler. After eome di8cuaaioD, during which it wu 
brought out thal; the Boeing compiler is de~ed tor card-to.tape operation, 
Green wi thdrev his requeat. The ]lOtion by Mereel was then caniM! unanj lD()usly. 

Kenel then moved that the work of building the compiler fall under 
the euperY1sion ot the Program Development Comm1 ttee. The motion vas seconded 
by Don Cook ot Boeing, and carried unani lll()usl1'. 

It 1IU pointed out that the function ot the Publicationa Committe. . 
membere at each 1.JUItallation is to edit material tor proper tonsat tor tranem1ttal 
u specified by the Standarda CoDlllittee, Hence, the Standards eo-1ttM ".. 
asked to cone1der the toraal tran8ll1asioll ot routines from one organization to 
another w1. thin the language ot the cOlllPUer i tselt 0 

Vid tore present were polled as to the posalbi11 tT of their joining 
USE .. -.hera. '!'he Applied Physics Lab ~.entat1ve said. that thq probablT 
would 1I8I1t to join later after racei v1.ng approYal of their superiora. 'lb. 
Corps ot Eng1nee1'1l and \1100 indicated Bim.Uar teelings. 

The Pcl1.cy Comad. ttee decided to serve in its entirety as the cuato .. :r­
UDUtacturer relaUena coJllli ttee to consider 1 teme IV. A. ot the agenda. 

111e meeting vas adjourned until the tollowing afternoon in tavor ot the 
Tarious comra1 tte. meetings • 

.A.ftemoon Se.lion - 22 Hq 19S6 

Oral report of Pollcy Comad.ttee (R. B. Talmadge). 

Jules Mersel was appointed a subcommittee of one to express the need 
ot a comprehenaiTe programming manual tor the U03A. 

'lhere was DOt enough immediate interest in the addition ot a real time 
olock to the COIIPUter to warrant trrJr aotion by' the comaittee. 
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Diacu.a1on ot tuture llOlA development a indicated that the member 
organizations would like to be in on the planning stage discusaions wi tb the 
manufacturer. No action was taken, inasmuch aa it was erta1D as to what, 
it ~, could be done. 

. 
The Lockheed proposal tor the organizational structure of USE was 

revised and adopted. It appeara aa a I!Upplement to these minute. entitled 
itA statement ot the basic polle1es of the Univac Scientific Exchange". 

Oral report. of the Program Development Conmd. ttee (D. Combellc). 

Floating point ntlIlltr1cal data output - to be completed by Remington 

Generalized f'Iltput editing routine - development ot that program is 
not assigned at pre,ant. However, John Spencer ot Arrq Corps of Engineera 
har had experience with a routine s1ad.lar to the one desired and agreed to 
obtain a cOW of the specificationa, and such other information aa aeemed 
pertinent, for distribution to the membera. 

Diagnostic routines - Lockheed haa coded a logic trace and a aemo17 
dump which wUl. be machine checked in July' and c1iatributed. Ramo Wooldridge 
will t.l7 to write up their diagnostic routines for general distribution. 

Tape handlers - Lockheed is working on a tape duplication and 
compari80n routine. '!his should be finished and machine checked in Jul1'. 

Card input - IDokheed has coded the generalized numerical data card 
input routine. It alao should be checked in Jul)r. 

It 1fU decided that all programs transnd. tted by USE Ihould be in the 
language of the cCIIDOn cOlIPiler. A1r3" qmbol used should be common to Un! typer 
and card and tape converter. <>!. ~ 

For subroutines, the &Terage time w1ll be given aa well as the m.ax1IIlum 
time. An explanation ot how average tiJIle vas computed IIlUst accomp~ the 
write-up. ... 

Time and Place - Next Meeting 

Arter 80_ discussion involving time achedules, Don Gantner ot 
Ramo Wooldridge moved that the next meeting be held in st. Paul on 12 and 13 J~ 
wi th Remington Rand as the host organisation. The motion vas seconded by 
M. Green and carried by a vote of 4 ;vea, 1 abstain. 

The IIlMting was adjourned at 3cOO p.-. 22 Mq 19%. 
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'l'h1a organization shill be known as USE (Univac Scientific Exchange) I 

and the prirQary purpose of this organization shall be the promulgation and 

exchange of id as and information cone rning programming and coding tor the 

1103A, and the establ1shJaent of a tOl"llDl wherein 110)1 users ~ representatives 

ot the Remington Rand Un! vao Division oan dilCU8S suggestions for machine 

development and add! tional equipment to their DlUtual benefit. 

MliMBERSHIP 

Membership in this organization is voluntar.y. Members will be 

classified in two groups. voting and non-voting. 

1. An organization becomes a voting member upon presentation to the 

Executive Secretary ot USE of application tor membership and evidence ot meeting 

one ot the tollowing two requ1renaentsl 

(1) Now owns or rents an nO)'&' 

or (2) Haa a tinn order tor an 110)!. 

2. An organization desiring non-vQt!pg member status must submit a 
~QUf:ST 

request to the Executive Secretary ot USE. Upon receipt ot such a r9rtb, the 

Executive Secretary will submit the installation f a name to the membership tor 

vote, 8i ther by mall or in a regularly scheduled lIleeting. A majority of the 

total membership shall be suttic1ent .to adlIi t an installation to non-voting 

member etatul. 

Visitors. ~ be invited by the Chai1'll8J1 to attend meetings U DOn-

participating observers or as epecial consultants to a comm1 ttee. 
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The ofticers of USE shall oonsist of a chairRaan and an execut! ve 

secretary. 

eHAIRMAJI - Term ot Oftice and Q!lal.1,t'icatione 

:the Chairman shall be elected for a term of one yeU", 

beginning 1st April, and must be a representative of a voting member 

installation. Any chairman ma;y succeed himaelt. The Chairman Ihall • 
haye the power to appoint a chairraan p ... at aD1' time. 

Dutiel 

'!he Chairman vUl otticiate at all USE meetinge. He will 

also serve as the Chairman ot the Policy Commi tt.ee during his tel'll ot 

oftice, and will be an ex..omJd.o -.ber ot all other coanttee., both 

standing and otherwise. 

The Chairman will be responsible tor the preparation ot • 

tentative agenda for each meeting ot USE and ldll submit lt to the 

Executiye Secretary' tor reproduction and distribution to the installations 

betore the meeting. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY - Tara ot Otflce aDd Qu.!U.t;Lcatlofts 

The Executl ve Secretary shall be elected for a tera or one 

:rear, beginning 1st April, and JIlUst be a representative of a voting 

member installatlon. Any executive eecretar;y ~ suoceed hiuelt. 

Duties 

The Execu t1 ve Secretary' will reproduce and distribute all 

1 tems of otticlal USE records, which will lnclude the minutes ot all 

meetings, all committee reports, and the tentatlve agenda drallD up by 

the Chainun. He will al80 be responsible tor processing appllcations 

tor membership, el ther for voting or non-voting status. He will lssue 

inrltatlol1s to persons or installatlons not directl..y concerned With 

USE, permitting attendance at USE meetings, as directed by the Chairman 

or USE. 

.' 
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Dutie. (cant.> 

The Executive Secretary will uintain tiles at all USE 

recordS' and ot all otticial UBE correspondence. 

The Executive Secretary will &lao serve as the Chail'llW1 

ot the Publications Coamd twe, and in such poai tion will have the 

power to refuse to publish or distribute ~ through USE 

channels or under the USE name which doe. not meet the standards 

set up by' USE. 

Meetings ot USE v:Ul be held at the discretion at the membership. Each 

member installation in turn will act aa the host tor a meeting and v1ll be 

responsible (1) tor providing suitable accOIIIIIOdatioDs, (2) tor making housing 

arrangeaents or providing information concerning aTBilable hou8ing, and (3) 

tor providing a recording secretary-, who shall be a stenographer. 

GOVERNMENT OF USE 

Comadttee. 

'lbe governing body of the USE organization shall be called the Pol1q 

POLICY COMMITTEE 

This committee shall consist ot the Chail'lWl ot USE as the 

ehai)!'Jl8ll and ot one representative only trom each voting member 

installation. 

Dutie. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Policy Committee to 

guide the activities ot USE into productive channels. It an;y action ot 

USE does not Met with the approval ot the PoliC)" Committee, it 111&7 

veto such action without recourse to the general meeting ot USB. ' 
• 

All _etings ot the Polie,. Committee will be closed ll8etings 

except where by' a majori"t7 vote ot the members ot the eommi ttee they 

shall be open to the public. 
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Duties (oont.) 

The Chairman v1ll be a non-voting member of the comadttee. 

'lbe Policy Committe. will study all ideas subnd tted. in the 

general USE meeting, espec1a1l1 all suggested changes tor existing 

hardware, and will propose items for consideration either by the 

general meeting or by any of the standing committees. 

All final decisions ooncerning the USE policy will rest in 

this committee, and may be changed only by a vote v1thin this colJlll1.tt ... 

The Policy CODIJId. ttee v1ll meet at the discretion ot the 

Chairman. except that it will convene at each general USE meeting.. Arsy 

member ot the Policy Committee ~ request a meeting ot the committee, 

whenever he feels that any vote in the general USE meeting should be 

considered by the Polic.y Committee. 

STANDmG COMMITTEES 

The size and membership or the standing committees shall be 

at the discretion of the Policy Committee. The Policy Committee v1ll 

have the power to dissolve or replaoe IIl17 exiating standing cOSl1 ttee 

or add new ones. 

Each chairman ot a standing cOlllli ttee will make an oral 

report to the general USE meeting which v1ll l1tl1ne the subjects 

diSCUSSM and will contain the re'collll1lendations ot the commi tt ... 

These reports will be considered accepted if the l'Ilembers ot the 

various committees are satis.tied that they are complete and accurate. 

The chairman ot each eommi ttee will subnd t a vri tten 

report to the Executive Secreta.r.r tor distribution to the members ot 

USE. It, upon receipt of. the wr:1. tten report ot the Ch~rman, A!V' 

member ot the committee teels that it 1s incomplete or erroneous in 

s01l1e part) he will communicate direc~ with the Ch.a:lrman ot the 

committee, who will submit an amended report to the Dl8J1lbership at 
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STAHDIIG COMKITTKBS (con\') 

the next .eting. A.oceptance and 1Dlpl_entation of any recomaendatlona 

will require Policy Com ttee approval. 

'lbe •• coDDlittee. 1I'ill norull.7 meet during the period .et 

aside tor the general USB .eting, but the Chairman ot the coJlBli ttee 

~ call a meeting at ~ time. However, at lea.t one week'. notice 

wst be gi Ten to each ooJ1l1Bi ttee Jl8JIber whenever a ... t g i. to be 

held not during a general USI .. eting. The meeting. of these committee. 

v:Ul be open, and inTi ted guests mq take part in conmd. ttee deliberation. 

by direction ot the Cha1:raa.n. 

There are at present three standing committeelf (1) Program 

DevelopmentJ (2) Standard., and en Publications. 

Program Development CoDldttee 
I 

The function of this comm:1 ttee is to stu~ methode 

ot interchange ot ideas and techniques. It shall attapt to 

achieve voluntary cooperation on programa, oode., a •• ignment 

ot work, and to avo~d duplication of eftort wherever po •• ible. 

Standard. OoDlli tte. 

The funotion ot this coRllldttee is to establillh the 

standards necessar;y to tacili tate the tranand ttal ot program­

ming ettorts through USB channels. 

Publications Committee 

The function of this committee is to set up and 

maintain proper standards ot communication betwclllember 

installations, to edit all material subndtted tor dilitribution 

under the USE name. In add! tion, the Publications Oomad ttee 

Member trom each installation will be responsible for seeing 

that any material submitted to USE trom his installation meets 

all ot USE standards. 



VOTING PJ«)CEDURE 

Policz CoDlll1 ttee Meet4.¥ 

A quorum of the Policy Committee ehall consist of at leaat 

60% or the vOting membership. At least 2/3 "788" and no MOre than a 

1/4 "no" ot those present shall be required to pass a lIIOtion in the 
o 

Policy Committee, except that a motion to inv1 te non-member .participation 

shall o~ require a majority vote. 

Standing Conud. twa Meetinge 

A major! ty of members pre.ent will be necessary' to pa •• any_ 

IllOtion~ 1ft • standing coJllDd ttee • 

• 



USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 

May 21 and 22 J 1956, Holloman AFB, New Mexico 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The members of the Program Development Committee were: 

Irvin Voltin, RR 
Robert Tantzen, HO 
Tom Dewey, ML 
Tom Dines) RR (representing BA) 
Donn Combelic, RW) Chairman 

The following persons also attended all or part of the Program Development 
Committee meeting and participated in the discussions . 

Leonard Fall, WADe) Dayton, Ohio 
Carl Fluke) WADC) Dayton) Ohio 
Owen Hoke , HO 
Don Holmes) Shell Development) Emeryville, California 
Fred Jones) HO 
Peter Lotze, HO 
J . M. Moore) Telecomputing (at Holloman) 
Elmer Morris) HO 
Bob Rich, Applied Physics Lab.) Silver Spring) Md. 
John Spencer, Office of Corps of Engineers, Wash.)D .C. 

The Committee met during the afternoon of the first day and the morning of 
the second day of the USE Organization Meeting . The agenda for the Program 
Development Committee as suggested by the Policy Committee included the 
following points: 

1 . Progress Reports on coding assignments 
2. Report on Tape Handlers by Lockheed 
3. Progress on generalized print -edit routines - ML and RW 
4. Revision of coding assignments in light of compiler developments 
5. Input-Output and Diagnostic Routines . 

Progress on Coding Assignments . 

Common Functions. RW submitted a write.-up of a floating-point sin-cos 
subroutine; RR submitted a write-up of a stated-point arcsin-arccos 
subroutine. Of the 12 common function subroutines) write-ups of 8 
have been submitted to USE . The status of the 4 remaining is as 
follows: a) Floating-point square root has been coded and checked out 
by RR; the write-up has not been submitted) b) stated and floating­
point log routines have been coded by RR; the write-ups have not been 
submitted, c) floating-point arcsin-arccos has yet to be completed by 
RR. None of the common function subroutines submitted by RW have been 
checked out. The codes have been written in RAWOOP form for checkout 
on the Serial 9 1103 at St . Paul) as volunteered by RR. When checkout 
has been completed, RW will incorporate the necessary changes into a 
final USE write-up . 
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Numerical Data Output. Boeing has completed the coding of the stated 
point output routine previ ously described . The floating-point numerical 
data output routine, originally assigned to Boeing, has now been r e­
assigned to Sperry-Rand. Irv Voltin (RR) has coded the number conversion 
part of this routine--he will follow through on the entire routine, the 
specifications of which have been described in a previous Program 
Development Committee Report. 

Generalized Output Routine. This worthwhile project has now bounced 
through three organizations, BA , ML and RW , with little accompl ished 
because of pressure of other projects which have higher priori ty. 
Spencer, Army Corps of Engineers, who has had some experience with an 
Output Editing routine i n use at the Army Map Service i n Wash., D.C., 
agreed to send to the secretary of the Publications Committee a copy 
of the specifications of this routine for distribution to USE members. 
Spencer will try to obtain enough information from the Map Service to 
give a report on their operational experience with this routine. Such 
information should prove helpful to the USE members in setting up 
specifications for a generalized output editing routine for the 1103A. 
The visitors from Wright Air Development Center indicated that they may 
possibly be able to take on the job of producing such a routine for the 
USE Organization . 

Di agnost ic Routines . The Program Development Committee had not, up to 
t his meeting, cons i dered di agnost i c routines at any great length. The 
matter was put on the agenda for this meet i ng . The followi ng points 
were discussed. 

1. Alarm Exit Routine for subroutines. Cook ,(BA) said that Boeing would 
be willing to code and write up a relat i vely simple alarm exit 
routine. This routine would print out automatically the contents 
of pertinent cells in a subroutine and also process the exit i n­
struction to indicate the place from which the subroutine was 
entered . 

Ml.-
2. Jump Trace and Memory Dump . Dewey (~) has coded these two routines 

for the 1103A. He will send to Peggy Johnson the writeup of the 
specifications of the routines. 

3. 1103 Diagnostic Routines . Voltin (RR) will study and evaluate the 
diagnostic rout i nes now available for 1103 computers and ~eport on 
their appli cabi lity t o the 1103A. 

4. Error Codes. Rich from APL suggested that subroutine Error Codes 
may be modified by the compiler during compi lation so that these 
codes will provide additional information in the alarm exit print­
out. This idea may have application in an advanced version of the 
-compiler. 

5. RW will present at the next meeting a critical report of their own 
operational experience with various 1103 diagnostic routines. 

Trans -Use Conversion Program. Holloman has started the coding of what 
might be called R mi nimum Trans-Use Conversion Program . A report by R. 
Tantzen, G. Mccrossen and P. Medley, descri bing the program has been copied 
verbatim and included as the next page of thi s committee report. They wi ll 
continue work on thi s program and gi ve a furt her report at the next 
Progr am Development Committ ee Meet i ng. 
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Introduction 

Trans-Use is a routine which will translate programs written in Use-language 
into machine language in a format ready for execution or assembly. The com­
piler contemplated by Use will be a much more powerful instrument capable 
of doing a variety of functions. For most problems, esp~cially fixed point 
program, all the features of a compiler will seldom be used. It was felt 
therefore, that Trans-Use would be a useful instrument even when a compiler 
is available, especially when it is restricted to do the essential things 
only. 

FEATURES 

Trans-Use 1 has the following features: 

(1) 
( 2) 
(3) 
(4) 

(5) 

(6) 
( 7) 

Translates in a strictly one-to-one correspondence. 
Its input is from cards or tape, in Use language. 
Output is on cards, giving a side-by-side listing. 
The translated program is in a standard format, including a check sum 
ready for storage on other media. 
Assigns binary symbols to standard subroutine symbols, so that a 
program may refer to these. 
Provides information necessary for assembly. 
Constants are restricted to B and D integers as specified by Use. 

DETAILS 

Cards have to be punched as defined by the Standards Committee, except that 
columns 57-72 are now used for a 4 digit octal address and the 12 octal digit 
translated word. This reduces the text to 18 characters. 

Tape: One line of coding occupies one line of the Unityper copy sheet and 
therefore also one blockette on the tape. After each field the typist has to 
type a comma, whether a symbol is present or not. After the text the rest of 
the blockette is left empty. 

Checking: The routine keeps error detecting to a m~n~mum. It will check the 
sequence _of the cards read in as well as the correct number of cards. It will 
not look for coding and typing errors unless they can be done without much 
extra coding effort . 

Character Codes: The character codes are assumed to be those as requested by 
Boeing and Use recently. 

Program Format for input to Trans-Use is the standard format for Use-subroutines. 
The lines t-7 and t-6 are not included) as a memory check sum is not known ahead 
of time. However these 2 cards are punched out. The first line of coding to be 
entered should contain the absolute octal address relative to which the transla­
tion is wanted (usually lOOOB). 

PROGRESS 

The flow charts have been completed. Coding is about 50% complete. We expect 
to be able to machine check at end of May . 
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USE Compiler. Pursuant to the directive of the Policy Committee from the 
previous USE Meeting, ML and RW conferred several times in April and May and 
were able to agree between themselves on specifications of a Common Compiler 
for the 1103A. These specifications were presented to the USE Oganization 
Meeting at Holloman. By a vote of the Policy Committee this compiler was 
adopted as the USE Compiler . 

Part of the Program Development Committee meetings at Holloman were devoted 
to a discussion of the USE Compiler. One purpose was to apprise the visitors 
to the meeting of the salient features of the system. It was shown that the 
Compiler would operate more efficiently with 6 tape units than with the 5 
required for the "Standard" 1103A as defined by USE at its first meeting. ML 
and RW described the progress to date and indicated how they would cooperate 
toward completing the project. It will be several months before the USE 
Compiler is operating: by October 1, 1956, it is hoped that a version will 
be working which will perform most of the functions described in the report 
on the Compiler which was distributed at this meeting. Additional copies 
of this report may be obtained from Peggy Johnson (RR). ML and RW will report 
progress on the USE Compiler at the next USE Meeting . 

Revision of Coding ASSignments. The bulk of the coding and checking out of 
the USE Compiler will be done by Lockheed and Ramo-Wooldridge . In-light 
of this, it was decided that these two organizations would complete all 
coding assignments for USE which they had already accepted, but would not be 
assigned any other coding projects by the USE Organization . 

Miscellaneous. It was pointed out that the coding submitted with USE 
Subroutines should show,in the comments, the decimal equivalent of .constants 
used in the routine, and further that these values should be the values used 
in the original formulation times the appropriate scaling factor. Also, the 
suggestion was made that the cover sheet of all USE Subroutines should show 
that the subroutine was coded for the ERA 1103A . 

The Program Development Committee will meet again July 12 and 13, 1956, in 
conjunction with the next scheduled USE Meeting in St. Paul with Sperry-Rand 
acting as hosts. 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF USE 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

12 .. 13 July, 19S6 

Thursday, 12 July, 19$6 

I. PoliCY' Committee Meeting, Morning Session 

1. The meeting came to order at 8.55 a.m. with the following members 
present. 

R. B. Talmadge (ML) _ Chairman 
D. Cook (BA) 
B. C. Dove (ML) 
D. Gantner (RW) 
J. Mersel (RR) 
R. Tantsen (aO) 
R. P. Rich (AP) 
J. Spencer (QE) 

Uter the introduction ot the new members - Rich (AP), Spencer (OE) 
and the announcement that the third nev member organisation, Wright Field (W), 
vould have a representative at the rest ot the sessions, the committee con­
aidired the lIinutes ot the previous meeting. 

2. Cook (BA) pointed out an error in wording on Line 7 (tram bottom), 
page 1, ot the paper "A Statement ot the Basic Policies of the Uni'f'ac Scientific 
Exchange. If The word report should read request. The minutes of the previous 
meeting, wi tb this change incorporated, were then unanimously accepted. 

3. The Program Development Committee Report vas unanimously accepted 
wi th the tollowing correction by Dove (HI.). Line 19 (trom bottom), page 2. 
"for D!!I!'l Q!l, read Devey (ML). 

4. The Standards Comnd ttee Report was read by Cook (BA). There was 
80me discussion ot the section regarding execution times, tram which it 
appeared that no one was entirely satisfied with the figure of merit recomended 
by the Standards Committee. HoweTer, the report was accepted nnammousq 
Wi thou t recommendation. 

,. Uter a spirited discussion ot the tuture ot the Standards 
Committee and the possible formation ot a Mathematics Committee, the agenda 
for the working committee meetings vere reeolTed ae follows, 

Program Development (open) 

A. Progress on Coding Assignment. 
B. Report on Generalised Prlnt-Edi t Routines 
C. Progress on Compiler 



.. 
" ..... 

Standards (open) 

A. Exploratory Talks, Diagnostic Routines 
B. Algebraic Coding Report (RR). 

Polley (closed) 

1. Progress Report, Programming Manual 
B. Boeing COlll})iler 
C. Committee tor Math SUbroutines 
D. Publications of USE Material 

In addition, it was decided that the item DE2Perience with 1l0lA­
should be discussed in the General Session. 

6. A motion for adjournment by Dove (ML) was seconded and carried 
unanimously at 10110 a.m. 

II. General Session 

1. The Meeting was opened by the chairman at 1011, a.m. with an 
announcement of the add! tion of three new voting members to the organisation. 

Applied Physics Laboratory (AP) 
Corps ot Engineers (CE) 
Wright Air Development Center (WF) 

2. Helwig (RR) gave a welcoming address in which he summar:1.sed the 
plans of the Remington Rand Univac organization and touched upon the machine 
delivery schedule. 

3. Dove (ML) reported on Lockheed's experience (or rather, lack of 
experience) with the 1l0lA. He discussed the failure ot the preliminary 
acceptance test, and the ~urried design of further tests tor drum, core, tape, 
and punch. 

At thia point there was a general ' discussion trom the noor with 
Helwig (RR) representing the manufacturer. 

2. 

4. The discussion led to one involving delivery dates and IIlOditications 
to the machine. At the request of Spencer (CE), the cha1naan reviewed the 
procedure for im tiating a modification through USE channels. 

,. The session was adjourned at llJ)O a.m. 

III. Policy Committee Meeting, Afternoon Seseion 

1. The session opened with a discussion by Mersel (RR) on progress 
with the programming manual. The following points were established, 

... The make-up will be similar to the IBM 101-104 manuals, 
which are generally recognized &8 excellent examples of machine explanation 
for programmers. 
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b. Because the intent is to enable an experienced programmer 
to code without other aid, questione ot t1aaing, particularly tor the peripheral 
equipment. w.Ul be answered completely. 

a. 'There will be a sirllplitied sequential presentation ot the 
instructions in addition to a description ot their tunction. 

d. The manual should be completed wi thin three to six IIIOnthe. 

DOTe (ML) suggested tha.t the U~ members oould help with proofreading 
and, perhaps, giTe SUggestions tor material. Gantner (RW) ooncurred except 
to point out that this might haTe an adverse etfect on the publication date. 
It was tinal17 agreed that each M811ber installation would eee a copy before 
publication, but that suggestions, while welcome, would be incorporated oDl7 
at the discretion of the Remington Rand organization. ' 

2. An otfer 'by Mereel (RR) to make the Sperry Rand publishing 
organization aTailable to USE was discussed. The general teeling seelled to 
be that the Policy Comra1ttee would. be haPPY' to have iteDus published from 
time to time, but that the general publication procedure would remain un­
changed. 

3. 'our people, 

R. Zemlin (RR) 
J. Rose (RR) 
J. Ward (HO) 
B. D. Rudin (ML) 

*0 had been holding an informal discussion on mathematical routines were 
invited to join a similar discuBsion in the co¢ttee. 

The chaiman read a list of mathematical routinee enclosed with the 
letter from Bauer (RW) and remarked that his impresl!ion was that math routines 
were just the oppoei te of the kind presentedJ namely, generalized procedures, 
rather than particular codes. This feeling eeemed general, and the discussion 
expanded rapidly &8 the visi tore presented the upshot of their previous die­
cuslJion. 

Rudin (ML) f The idea of frui t.f'ul interchange of ideas can be 
accomplished by having a limited seminar or colloquium (to run concurrently 
wi th USE meetings) on a particular mathematical subject. 

Rose (RR). 'lb.e people involTed would be those in each organization 
m.ost interested and most informed on that particular subject. 

Ward (HO) I '!'he topic should be selected at least one meeting ahead 
eo that participants would be full.y prepared. 

These ideas were very well recei Ted, and the eneu1ng diseu •• ion 
brought out the following points. 

a.The COlloquiUM (as it was now called) should be tor the 
purpose of interchange of ideas and, it possible, to obtain a set of speciti-
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cations tor routines who:se ooding was to. be supervised by some standing com­
mi ttee ot USE. 

b. Participation should be l.im1ted to two members per 
organization. 

c. The creation ot IlUch a colloquiUII., and the appointment ot 
a chairman, was well wi thin the discretionary powers of the Policy Committe. 
as outlined in the Basic Statement ot PoliC)". 

Gantner (RW) was appointed a subcommittee of one to draft a reso­
lution incorporating the above idea:!. 

4. A discussion of the continued existence of the Standards Com­
mittee ensued. Gantner (RW) moved that the committee be dissolved as a 
standing committee alter its presently assigned work. was completed. The 
motion was seconded by Rich (AP) and carried. 

5. .A. motion tor adjournment was carried at 4a20 p.L 

Fridq, 13 July. 19$6 

I. Pollcy Committee (Closed Session) 

1. The session came to order at 9,25 a.m. with D. Zonare (WF) p.resent 
in add! tion to those of the previoUS day. 

2. Gantner (RW) presented the following motionl 

"'!here shall bd established the peliey- ot holding mathematics 
colloquia, from time to time at the discretion of the Policy 
Committee, to meet concurrent~ With a USE meeting. Each 
colloquium shall convene to discuss a single subject in the fields 
of mathematic:s or Inlt1\erical ~ ana.lyeis, With membership on an indivi­
dual meeting basis. The purpose of such colloquia is to promote 
an interchange of ideas, although a desirable product ot the 
discussion is a set of specifications for mathematical routines 
to be coded under the supervision ot a USE committee." 

The motion was secomed by Zonars (WF) and carried unanimously. 

3. There followed a lo~ discussion of the operations of the working 
comm1 ttees and their relationship to the Pollcy Com! ttee. The general 
teeling was that the working committees are the backbone of the organization 
and that the Policy' Committee should try to limit 1 ts acti vi. ties to setting 
the agenda for the working committees, creating new working colUl1l1ttees 
where necessar.y, and implementing the recommendations of these committees. 
In this connection, the chairman stressed the point that the agenda problem 
would be greatly reduced it members would send in itelllS for consideration 
SOlie time before the meeting. 

4. Cook (BA) gaTe a ' talk on the specifications of the Boeing Com­
pUer. It appeared that the card-to-tape slant of the compiler would make 
it awkward tor general use ~ the member organizations. The discussion 
closed without. recollllleridation. 
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S. On a DIOtion by Gantner (RW), the comm1 ttee voted unariimoual.y to 

hold the next USE meeting at Los Angeles on October 4 and S, with Ramo­
Wooldridge u the host organisation. 

6. The Meting vas adjourned at 11,00 a.m. 

II. General Session 

1. The session opened at 1.1, p.m. with an announcement by the 
chairman or the date and plaoe ot the next meeting. 

2. The oral report or the Standards Committee was given by McK1nlq 
(BA), or the Program Development Committee bi Combelic (RW), and otl the Polley 
Committee by' Talmadge (ML). 

SWlmaries ot these reports are not gi'Ye11, inamnuch as their incomplete­
ftess might actuall1 give talse impressions ot the committee work. 

3. The sixth meeting ot USE vas adjourned at 2.00 p.m. 

m. PoliCY' Committee 

There was a brier session ot the Polic,r Committee following the close 
ot the General Session. It was decided tha.t a mathematical colloquium should 
b. held at the next Bleeting on the subject. curve fitting and smoothing 
techniques. Gantner (RW) 11&8 appointed arrangements chairman tor the 
colloquium. 

Re8Pec~ submitted, 
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ATTENDANCE OF THE MEETING 

APPLIED PHYSICS LABORATORY 

Bitterli, Charles 
Rich, Robert P. 
Zusman, Fred S. 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 

Cook, Don 
McKinley, Kenneth 

BUREAU OF CENSUS 

Heiser, Donald H. 

CORPS O}l' ENGINEEaS 

Bate, Roger R. 
Spenoer, John 

HOLIDMAN 

MoCrossen, Garner 
Tantzen, R. G. 
WaN, James A • 

. LOCKHEED MISSILES 

Dewey, Thomas 
Dove, Bernard 
Rudin, Bernard D. 
Talmadge, Richard B. 
Wimberley, Charles 

RAMQ..'AOOLDRIDGE 

Combelic, Donn 
Gantner, Don 
Perkins, Bob 

REMINGTON RAND UNIVAC 

Albrech t, Noman E. 
Bernick, Myrna 
DeSilets, Philip H. 
Etsell, George 
Jatso, BettY' 
Johnson, Peg 
Joseph, Earl C. 
Krak, Larr7 
Mereel, JUles 
Rose, Jack 
Shrake, James 
Voltin, I. V. 
Wallace, Bill 
Wallace, Bob 
Wilder, Tom 

WRIGHT FIELD 

Bauer, F. W. 
Fall, Leonard 
Petersen, Harry E. 
·Zonars, Demetrius C. 
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USE Organization Meeting 
July 12 and 13, 1956 

Minneapolis, }tlnne8ota 

REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMUTTEE 

Those attending the Standards Committee meeting were: 

Peggy Johnson, Sperry-Rand Univac Division 
Earl Joseph, Sperry-Rand Univac Division 
Philip Desilets, Sperry-Rand Univac D1 vision 
Myrna Bernick; Sperry-Rand 'nivac Division 
Robert Draving, Sperry-Rand Univac Division 
James Shrake, Sperry-Rand Univac Division 
W. B. Wallace, Sperry -Rand Univac Division 
F. W. Bauer, Wright Air Development Center 
Harry Petersen, Wright Air Development Center 
Garner MCCrossen, Holloman ~FB 
Jim Ward, Holloman AFB 
Fred Zusman, Applied Physics Laboratory 
Bob Perkins, Ramo-Wooldri dge 
C. M. Wimberley, Lockh ed Mi siles 
Kenneth McKinley, Boeing (Chairman) 

I 

The meeting of the afternoon of July 12 was devoted to diagnostic routines 
and a service library. 

There was considerable debate as to whether there should be an all inclusive 
diagnostic routine or many spec~ purpose diagnostic routines. 

A proposal was then made that all interested companies submit their ideas on 
the contents, the standards, and the handling of a service routine library 
which would include diagnostic routines. These ideas were to be submitted 
to the chairman for distribution to all members of USE. 

This proposal lead to considerable discussion of service routines among 
those familiar with them, and to m~ questions from those who are not. 

It was then decided that the above proposal would be ohanged as follows: 
E~l Joseph would submit to all members a proposal for' the standards of a 
service routine library to be placed in a reserved section on the drum. 
Members should then send comments, additions, and counter- proposals to 
Earl Joseph. He would then make a follow-up report to all members before 
the next USE meeting. The above proposal was accepted by the committee. 

The meeting of the morning of July 13 started with a presentation of some 
notes by Bob Perkins dealing with additions to the USE Compiler subroutine 
requirements. He stated that a copy would be sent to all members within a 
few days. 
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Philip Desilets presented the preliminary specifications of Remington Rand 
Univac's algebraic coding program. He read through the summary of a document 
of these preliminary specifications, and also answered questions of the 
members. Copies of the dooument were distributed to all members of the 
oommittee. 

Earl Joseph stated that sentinel blocks are needed at the beginning and 
the end of fixed block tapes in suoh things as the USE Compiler, algebraic 
coding, and tape handling routines. He also proposed a special use of the 
multiline feature of the high speed printer plugboard to aid in listing 
algebraic coding and oompiling. It was requested that he submit these 
proposals to all members along with the service routine library proposal. 

~/ ~JJ ~};11 ~~~''''''i 
'""'-'-----~.~ ..---

Kenneth Mc Kinley '" 
Chairman, Standards Committee 
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R~mington R~nd Utliv~~J Bt. P~u1 

t.rhe fol1(1\(ihg pet" safi§ Ii tt~fid€!d tM Pt'agrMl D@Y@lepmEHtt Cemmi tt@@ lM§t lfiRj§ I 

OeM Cembelic J RW J ChairfMn 
Tem Wilder, RR, ~Afi Fr&nQl§Qe 
try ValtifiJ nR J ~t. Paul 
Sob P@l'kif1§, RW 
13eb TAfit~@fi, HO 
Tam O@wy, Mt 
Rog@l' R. Dat@§, eE, W~§h'JD.C, 
tarry Kr~ J M J 9t. P§.ul 
Deb Wal1sQ@J M, 9§.fi Antenie 
Nerm A1br@~ht, RR J ~t, Paul 
tEl{;)fiard FAll J WF, WADe J Daytefi J Ohig 
Dgt almon, HR, N@w Ybrk 
e~l@§ Titus} w@§tlngheus@ Air Arms Div,} Ualtlmor@ 
Doh ~i§@J C@n§uB B~~suJ wa.sh., O.C. 
Charlie D1tterli} AP 
George Etsell, RR (At BA) 

The connni ttee met during the afternoon of the first day and the morning of the 
second day of the USE Organization meeting. The agenda for the Program Develop­
ment Committee as suggested by the Policy Committee included the following: 

1. Progress on coding assignments 
2. Report on Generalized Print edit routines 
3. Progress on USE Compiler 

Report on Progress on USE Co~iler 

Two writte~ reports, one on Compiler progress and one on USE Compiler subroutine 
requirements were presented to the Committee by Robert Perkins, RW. Vellum 
copies were given to RR representatives for the Publications Ogmmittee tt;) dis­
tribute as appropriate. After reading these reports and passing out copies to 
the persons attending the meeting, the reports were discussed along with other 
aspects of the conrpiler. Roger Bate J O:E!, asked about 'the details of subroutine 
calling sequence. It was explained by Perkins that a pseudo-instruction calling 
for a subroutine woUld be replaced automatically by the Compiler with from one 
to three instructions depending on the requirements of the subroutine. After 
some further discussion on subroutines the Subject of defining the end points 
of the USE Compiler was brought tip. 

After considerable diScussion along these lines, the consensus of the group 
seemed to be that the USE Compiler end pOints should be defined as far into 
the compiler as possible. The primary reason for doing this would be to 
allow the individual installations to develop their own operational procedures 
with considerable flexibility and still be able to make fUll uSe of the USE 
Compiler. For example, the subroutine library which would be available to the 
Compiler should be stored on a magnetic tape unit. Just which magnetic tape 
unit and where on that magnetic tape unit could be decided by each individual 
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installation. Necessary information of this type would be stored (before entering 
the USE Compiler proper) as a list of parameters in a certain place in core 
storage or on the magnetic drum. The endpoint of the compiler was agreed to 
occur after the side-by-side listing tape and binary tape had been produced. At 
this point the compiler would have finished its job; each installation could then 
follow with any procedure they wished. 

It was pointed out again that the compiler is designed for either five or six 
tape operation--the six tape operation being somewhat more efficient in that it 
does not require a second pass over the side-by-side listing tape. In the six­
tape mode the binary tape is produced at the same time the side-by-side listing 
tape is produced; in the five tape mode a second pass over the side-by-side tape 
is required. 

Ramo-Wooldridge agreed to prepare and circulate prior to the next USE Meeting 
a complete updated report of the specifications of the compiler. 

Progress on Coding Assignments 

Remington Rand described the general specifications for a floating point numeri­
cal data output routine. This has been coded for printing on the off-line 
high-speed printer. The routine produces 1000 to 1200 lines per minute assuming 
8 numbers per line. The program requires 280 storage locations. Speed is 
gained at the expense of program length. An on-line routine is also being pre­
pared; it will run about fifty instructions less and will be somewhat slower. 
These subroutines require one parameter word in which the operation part contains 
the numbers to be printed per line. The u-address part contains the address of the 
first number in the list to be printed and the v-address part contains the number 
of lines to be printed. An all zero word prints as a zero in this routine. The 
question was raised that in the on·-line version of the program the number of the 
tape unit would have to be specified It was agreed that a second parameter word 
would contain this information in the v-address part of the word. It was pointed 
out that the on-line routine would record no information on tape. 

lrv Voltin, RR, said that Remington Rand was coding the floating point USE 
common function subroutines using the built-in floating-point feature of the 1103A. 
Three of the USE subroutines have not yet been completed, namely the two logarithm 
subroutine routines, and the floating point arcsine-arcosine. It is expected 
that these routines will be completed and distributed in the near future. 

Report on Generalized Print Edit Routine 

It had been agreed at the previous USE Meeting that John Spencer, CE, would 
provide a written report on a somewhat limited print edit routine in use at the 
Army Map Service UNIVAC in Washington, D.C . Spencer presented a report on this 
subject at the committee meeting, a copy of which is attached. He also had R 

few copies of the formal report on this routine, copies of which were distribution 
to the member organizations. After the presentation of this report a brief 
discussion followed and some of the points covered are described here. At the 
!~p Service the tapes to be edited are always rerun, that is, a separate run is 
made on the tapes for the purpose of editing. This is partly because of the 
small memory of the Univac Computer. It is possible~that on a computer with a 
larger memory one might be able to compile his own 3pecial version of a generalized 
print edit routine with the main program. A discussion took place concerning 
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how much to use a plugboard on the high-speed printer. It appeared that a 
generalized print edit routine should assume a one-by-one plugboard. It was 
pOinted out by Spencer that occasionally it is worthwhile to wire a special 
board and this may save up to half tbe time in printing. Spencer suggested 
that the edit routine use a break point in heading blockettes in order to 
allow back spacing and reprinting of the material whenever t.his was required .. 
It was agreed that Wright Field and the Corps of Engineers would cooperate, on 
producing specifications for a generalized print edit routine for tape output 
and that they would report on their progress in this matter at the next meeting 
of the Program Development Committee. 

Diagnostic Routines 

Voltin, RR, reported that some of the more common diagnostic routines which were 
made available through the central exchange for the 1103 computer bavenow been 

\ ' 

converted for use on the 1103A.. These include the bioctal dump, the flex dump, 
the changed word dump modified to work on the high-speed printer, and the RW 
Sampler Routine J which is also being rewritten to work on tbe high-s'peed printer. . . 
It was pointed out that Convair has an address sorting routine which might 
possibly be worthwhile modifying for the 1103A.. An attempt was mad.e to achieve 
some type of parcelling out of the work on the diagnostic routines--however, 
little interest was shown here and about all that carne out of the. discussion was 
a ratber innocuous agreement that the various installations would·keep.the members 
of USE informed at periodic USE Meetings about what diagnostic routines they 
were working on or plan to work on. It might be pointed out that tbe agenda called 
for the Standards Committee to discuss diagnostic routines looking toward possible 
cooperation on this very important project. RW submitted a writeup prepar~d by 
Robert Beach describing the most used trouble-shooting routines at RW. along with 
some editorial comment about their utility and ways in which. tbey might possibly 
be improved. Copies of this writeup were distributed at tbe meeting and alsQ have 
been made available through the Publications Committee. 

The Program Development Committee will meet again October 4 and ,5, 1956, in conjunc­
tion with the next scheduled USE Meeting at Ramo-Hooldridge in Los Angeles. 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 



• • • 

MEMORANDUM 11 July 1956 

SUBJEcr: High Speed Printer Edit 

The Army Map Service High Speed Printer Edit is not a general purpose edit routine) 
however, it handles very adequately a large class of editing problems encountered at 
that installation. Various subroutines are used to edit the different types of quanti­
ties encountered such as latitude, longitude, grid coordinates, etc. Editing is always 
carried out as a separate run, consequently, the full memory is available for input­
output and instructions. There is ample room in the memory for all edit subroutines now 
in use so they are all read in whether needed or not. 

One of the first considerations in writing an edit routine for the HSP is to fix 
the role of the plug board in printing operations. For a succession of small jobs where 
the format changes for each job it is preferable to use a one-to-one board and carry out 
all editing in the control computer. Wiring of special boards for each job slows down 
the day to day operation. Only one wiring board is used with the AMS HSP paper edit. 
A special board is used with a special edit routine when very large printing jobs are 
encountered. This has effected a saving of 50i of central computer time over the 
regular paper edit. It is not unusual for the running time of the regular paper edit 
to exceed 2 seconds per block. Unedited data such as memory dumps can be printed in 
a very convenient form by use of a word edit board and its associated paper loop. Each 
word is separated by a space, with one blockette to each line. Each block is separated 

y several spaces. 

The edit routine numbers all pages which is a great aid to the printer operator. 
A fast feed symbol is included in the heading format which homes the paper when a 
partial page occurs. A printing breakpoipt is also included in the heading. When a 
printing error occurs requiring a rerun of a page, the operator can find the beginning 
of a page by reading backwards without printing until the breakpoint is reached. 

The editing routine completes an output tape at the end of the first fUll page 
after 1150 blocks of output are produced. The edit run can be interrupted at any time 
by depressing a breakpoint and suitable printouts will occur which allows the run to 
be restarted without loss of previous results. In the case of a machine failure 
interruption the rerun starts at the beginning of an output tape. If they were re­
doing the routine they would have the printouts occur at every 200 or 300 output 
blocks. Since they use a fixed plug board they carry out zero supression in the 
subroutine rather than through the plug board. Page heading for a given run can be 
changed only by typing in a new heading at a breakpoint. The AMS routine edits data 
into fixed columns for a given run. There has been no apparent need for a general 
purpose routine which will place data anywhere on the page. 

JOHN W. H. SPENCER 
Corps of Engineers 
US~ 
ENGBH 
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. . 110 JA - mIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRINT ... STATED DECIMAL - OFF-LINE 

I. furpose I 

The purpose of this p1:'Ogram is to convert stated binary data to stated 

decimal and prepare a magnetic tape to cause the printing of the data 

on the Univac High Speed Printer--Plotter. 

lIe Method. 

A. Each word to be converted tD decimal is first made a proper binary 

fraction by dividing by the appropriate power of ten as indicated 

by the scale indica. The binary fraction is con varted to decimal 

by repeated multiplications by ten using the integral part of each 

product to obtain the corresponding Univac coded digit. 

When six lines of printing have been converted, they are written 

on magnetic tape servo number 1 as one block with a, blockette and 

:interblock spacing of one inch. 

B. This program will print a maximum ot 8 eleven digit numbers per 

line. Approximately 9,000 lines ot printing can be contained on 

one 1,$00 foot reel of magnetic tape. 

'.lbe data must be scaled so that B, the number at binary places to 

the right of the point, is positive and less than 36. The number 

ot decimal places, ti, Which may be pr~ted to the right of the 

decimal point is limited to 10. 

CALC Cook 7-10 REVISED DATE nOlA - 'mIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRINT - STATED DECIMAL '· OFF-LrnE BA-T001 

USE 
• CHECK 

APPD 

APPD 

BAC 973 D·R3 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 
SEATTLE 24, WASHINGTON 

PAGE 

1 
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UOJA ... 'mIS I S A USE PROGRAM 
PRINT - STATED DECIMAL .. OW-LINE 

II. Metboch (Cont' d) 

SUccessive data words to be printed IIlUst be in consecutive locations. 

III. Usaget 

CALC Cook 
CHECK 

APPD 

APPD 

SAC 973 D·R3 

'l'be program is enter~d by basic linkage on~ by means of the tollow ... 

ing command: 

IDC. OPERATlQi & - -
r RJ 

-- -
B. Control Datat 

v -
t 

-

EXPLANAT ION 

Jump to the first instruction ot 
this program. 

Control is returned here following 
successful completion ot this 
pl'ogran. 

Prior . to executing the basic linkage command it is neoessary to store 

the following items of control informationt 

OPERATION u 
" -

t+3 N L 

7-10 REVISED DATE 

v -
Jot 

EXPLANATION 

Format control word. 
N • number of columns to be printed 

where 0 N 8 
L -= location of first data word to 

be printed. 
M • number ot lines to be prin ted.. 

llOJA • THIS IS A USE PRO(IUM 
PRINT .. STATED DECIMAL - OFF-LINE 

BOEING A IRPLANE COMPANY 
SEATTLE 24, WASHINGTON 

USE 
PAGE 
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1l03A - THIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRINT - STATED DECIMAL - OFF-LINE 

III. Usage: (Cont'd) 

. 

CALC Cook 
CHECK 

APPD 

APPD 

SAC 973 D·R3 

B. Control D&tas (Cont I d) 

LOC. OPmA'l'ION u .y EXPLANATION - - -
t. -- Do Bo Soale indices - one per column to 

be printed. 
t+5 - Di Bi Di = rmmber at decimal places to be 
• , , printed right ot the point where 
t t , 0 Di 10 

t+ll - D7 B7 Bi D number ot b:lnary places to the 
right at the point in the 
original data where 0 Bi 

c. Proi£!m Resultsc 

This program. prepares, on uniservo 1, a magnetic tape containing the 

data converted to Univao oode written in fixed blook torm at a den-. 

sity of 128 lines per inch and bloclcettes and interbloclc spaoes of 

one inch. 

JS 

This tape, when listed on the Univac High Speed Printer-PUtter, will 

yield a reotangular array N columns wide and M lines long. Each 

. item printed may contain a total of 12 characters mcluding 10 deci­

mal digits and a decimal point (these m8\Y be 11 decimal digit B i! 

the item is an integer greater than 1010.1) plus a sign it the ite~ 

is negative. No zeros are printed to the lett of the most signiti­

cant digit. 

Printing may be accomplished with a standard 120-120 printer panel. 

7-10 REVISED DATE llO)! - 'lHIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRINT .. STATED DECIMAL - OFF-LINE BA .. 1.OO1 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 
SEATTLE 24, WASHINGTON 

USE 
PAGE 
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1l0)A .. '!HIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRlNT - STATED DECIMAL - OFF .. LINE 

III. Usage: (Cont'd) 

CALC Cook 
CHECK 

APPD 

APPD 

SAC 973 D·R3 

D. Inlll t Data: 

Data to be pr:inted must ·be in consecutive locations in the magnetic 

core or magnetic drum. These data are printed consecutively from 

lett to right and top to bottom. 

E. AuxUl1ary ProESIn Resulred: 

None 

F. Program Storage Requirements: 

STARTING LOCATION NO. OF v.oRDS 
ITEM DEC. OCT. DEC. OCT - - - - -
Program including t t 322 $02 
erasable storage 

Program wi tbout t t 181 . 26$ 
erasable storage 

Instructions t t 1$7 23$ 

~ogram oonstants t+l$7 t+23$ 24 30 

" Erasable storage t-tl81 t+26S 14l 21$ 

o. gperat1n§ Controls: 

1. Alarm !Kit 

'Ibis program does not make use ot the alarm exit. No error codes 

are used. 

7-10 REVISED DATE 110)A - THIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRmT - STATED DECIMAL .. OFF-LJNE 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY 
S&ATTlE 24. WASHINGTON 

USE 
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1l0)A - 'lEIS IS A USE PROGRAM 
PRINT - SEtiCrED DECIMAL - OFF ... LINE 

III. Usase~ (Cant'd) 

G • QP!rat1ng Controls: ( Cont'd) 
. 

2. Tape servo number 1 must be rea~ to accept information written 

in the fixed block mode. 

3. There are no stops within thi s program. 

\ 

, 

-
CALC Cook 7-10 REVISED DATE l103A ~ THIS I S A USE PROGRAM 
CHECK PRINT - STATED DECIMAL - OFF-LINE BA-TOQl 

APPD USE 
APPD 

BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY PAGE 

SEATTLE 24, WASHINGTON S 
BA C 973 D· R3 
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--- DIVISION OF SP ERRY RAND CORPORATION ----------------------

I2,: USE Members 

Subjectl Comments on Proposed USE Standards 

1902 WEST MINNEHAHA AVE 

ST PA UL W4, MINNESOTA 

September 26, 1956 

Enolosed is a digest of the comments received by Earl C. Joseph (RR) 
of the Standards Committee on a proposal for U~E Standards on the topios of 
Service Library, High Speed Printer Plugboard and Magnetic Tape Handling 
Methods. This proposal was submitted to the membership for consideration 
27 July 1956. 

You are again urged to review the original proposal along with 
these comments. 

~~~ 
Information Soience Dept. 

pb 
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I. Service Librab): 
D. Canbellc, (aw 
R. Perk1.n8 

COMMENTS ON REmNGTON RAND UNIVAC 

Proposed USE Standards 

In general this seells O.K. and is, of course, quite similar 
to what we have been using OD the 110). We would suggest, ho'W­
ever, that cells starting at 40000 rather than those at 70000 be 
used for the service routine entrances with 40020 and 40021 re­
placing 70000 and 70001 as the COlllDon exits. (The service rou­
tines themselves would be in the 70000 region as you propose.) 
If these changes were aade we believe the system you describe 
would be ccapletely compatible with a package which \18 have al­
ready prepared for the 1l0JA. Our package contains many or the 
~ervice routine. which you suggest, namely paper tape input and 
output, binary card input and output, memory dUJDps to octal cards 
and paper tape, a changed \lOrd dUJIp (1024 words only), a selec­
tive trace, an alarm routine, etc. 

Incidentally there should probably be only one diagnostic 
routine normali, entered from library subroutines. A code word 
would be left in the accumulator if necessar,y to differentiate 
among types of errors in one subroutine. 

R. G. Tantzen (00) The proposed CCBlon exit for library routines will have the 
consequence that two different return jump instructions have to 
be coded in a program, D8lIISly: 

SUB + 2 SUB for subroutines, and 

70000B SERVfor service routines. 

This means the progr8lIllller should remeaber both versions and 
he JllUst know also, whether it is a subroutine or a service rou­
tine is referred to. 

We feel that prime consideration should be given to ease of 
programming, therefore, we would prefer having only the first RJ 
for both cases. The feature of being able to refer to a routine 
from a prograD as manually can be saved by placing the two sug­
gested commaDds inside each routine Were this feature is de5ir­
able. A suggested arrangement could then bea 

70000B + i 

SUB 

BODY 

MJ 

MJ 

RJ 
MS 

MJ 

0 BODY 

0 BODY 

SUB+2SUB+3 
0 70000B + i 

0 SUB + 2 

Manual start 

Program entry 
const. or temp. 
Program exit 
Manual exit 
Manual entr, 
Go to exit 

We suggest adding another item. 

5. Each routine of Service Library, where executed, 
will not change the memory check sum of the library. 
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H. E. Petersen (WF) 1. Thore should be E2 manually selective jumps or stops in 
the service library. 

2. All options should be controlled by parameter input to 
routines. These parameters may be entered in g for manual opera­
tion and at the I-±-l address for program operation. We assume 
the high-s~.ed printer memory dump is an octal dump, and for this 
we would prefer a parameter seleotion. . 

3. The uniform l024-word high-speed image should be dumped 
and restored in the entry and exit of the service .llbrary. 

The proposals for allocation of storage and contents of the 
library are considered very suitable. 

R. ·R. Bate (CE) 1. Although it may be a good idea, it is not clear how the 
v address of the MS instruction (1-8-2), which contains the entry 
address of the last service routine, or the list of starting ad­
dresses (l-B-3) is to be used. A more detailed explanation would 
make possible a better evaluation of your proposal. 

2. The service library changed word postmortem memory dump 
(1-0-2) should permit the option of out-putting only the changed 
words in a oertain section of the MC. Reduction of running time 
of this routine by this method will make it a much more useful 
debugging device, espeoially if used under control of a sampler. 

II. High Speed Printer Plugboarg: 
D. Combelic I (RW) 
R. Perkins Your proposal for single line printing is fine and has, I 

b6lieve, already been agreed to by USE. We have not given much 
thought to multiline printing and have no oomment on your pro­
posal exoept to point out that the PSE Compiler will not make 
use of it. 

III. Maunetic Ta5j Handling Methods: 
D. Combelic, (Rlli 
R. Perkins It would seem advisable to make the blockette of non-printing 

R. R. Bate 

characters oocur in the first (or at least in a fixed) position 
wi thin the sentinel block. Perhaps this was intended anyway. 

(CE) 1. Magnetic tapes used for temporary storage and not re-
moved from machine should be exempt from the requirements for 
sentinel blocks. 

2. A defini te proposal for the character to be used to mark 
the first and last sentinel block should be made. 

3. The proposal that library subroutines do not write on in-· 
put tapes will result in too complicated and unwieldy subroutines 
since they must all provide a bypass to !-h1s obstacle in the case 
vhere the input tape has been replaced on the blocked servo by . 
another tape upon which it is desired to write. This considerable 
loss of flexibi11~ is too much of a prioe to pay. 



USE Organization Meeting 

October 4 and 5 

Hollywood Q California 

The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

Arrangements have been made by Ramo-Wooldridge to hold the USE 
meeting scheduled for October 4th and 5th, at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. 

A tentative agenda for the meeting is enclosed. The Chairman of 
USE, Dick Talmadge, would like to hear from anyone who has additional items 
he wishes included in the agenda. These items should be addressed to: 

Ro Bo Talmadge 
Lockheed Missiles Systems Division 
Plant 2, Dept. 66-10 
P.O. Box 504 
Sunnyvale, California 

'-R ~~~ive Secretary 
Systems Analysis and Mathematics 
Remington Rand Univac 

cc: Robert P. Rich, Apllied Physics Laboratory (2) 
Donald Cook, Boeing Airplane Company 
Randall Porter, Boeing Airplane Company 
John W.N. Spenser, Office Chief of Engineers (2) 
Marvin Green. Holloman Air Force Base 
Robert Go Tantzen, Holloman Air Foree Base 
Richard Talmadge, Lockheed Missiles Systems Division 
Werner Leutert, Loc\{heed Missiles. Systems Division 
Donald Gantner, Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
Walter Bauer, Ramo-Wool dridge Corporation 
Leonard Fall, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Carl Fluke, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Donald Heiser, Bureau of Census 
J o B. Rosen, Shell Development Company 
Dorothy To Blum, National Security Agency 
Milton Abramowitz, National Bureau of Standards 
Jules Mersel, Remington Rand Univac 

LBK:mlc 



TENTATIVE AGENDA 

SEVENTH USE MEETING 

4 - 5 OCTOBER 1956 

I. Place. Hollywood Roosevelt Botel, Hollywood Califomia. 

Host. Ramo-Wooldridge 

II. Time Schedule 

Thurs~, 4 October 19$6 

A. Policy Comm1 ttee (Closed), 8130 A. M. 

B.General Session, 10.00 A.M. 

1. Introductions 

2. Announcements , 
c. Lunch, 12.00 Noon. 

D. Working Committee Meetings, 1 • .30 P.M. 

E. Colloquium. (Restricted), 1 • .30 P.M. 

Frid!l,$ October 19$6 

A. Working Committee Meetings, 9100 A. M. 

B. Colloquium (Restricted), 9:00 A.M. 

C. Lunch, 12.00 Noon. 

D. Policy Committee (Closed), 1.00 P.M. 

E. General Session, ! P.M. 

1. Oral reports, committee chairman 

2. Remarks by Colloquium Chairman 

). Announcements 

III. Items tor Committee Consideration 

A. Adnrl.nistrative 

"i. Time and Place ot Colloquium talk - Dr. George Forsythe (Rl-[) 

~. Approval ot Minutes • 

.13• Progress Report on Programming Manual - MersfU (RR) 

61M St~ r "'" 
@ I for c,Loe 
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TENTATIVE AGENDA (Continued) 

Question period on 110.3A. 

Establlshing an installation mailing list for distribution with 
the minutes. • 

/ 6. Future plans ot USE. 

~ nate and Place of next meeting. 
4~ 5~~s~\t · M' 1o\A f)f~~, eM 5 'DN£ /If, f7' Ht£.wt·.) 

B. Compiler r><'. cI, l"t4. ~""~~. 'M4.iniAI .... t'w ~~ 
./1. Bate (CE)a Proposed ch ges to USE Compiler ~o. ~3""~"''t...a I 

( P1)c:) 
a. Permit subroutines to refer to other subroutines. 

b. Permit use of L(C) in subroutines or establish a constant 
pool of commonly used constants. 

e. Subroutine temporary storage pool of required length which 
can be shared by all subroutines in a compiled routine. 

d. Names of subroutines to be two character installation code and 
. four alphanumeric charactel:'B instead of USExxx. 

~. Question Period 4h. USE Compiler. 

,I 3. Presentation of Boeing Compiler~ Cook (RA) 

~. Machine Modifications 

1. Bate (CE). 

A a. Provision of open ended right shift of A or A and Q registers. 

b. Reversal of the Index Jump instruction (so that jump occurs 
when D(U)-l is negative) to permit easier pretesting of loop 
repe i tiona and BO that loop repttitions of zero times are 
possible. 

• 
c. Transmit Operation Instruction. 

d. Change Sign Jump and Zero Jump to one way jump by bringing (U) 
into A before testing, jump to V if (U) is positive or zero 
respectively. 

e. tnstruction to permit storing parts of the A register. 

Word consisting of bits A7l, A69 - A.35J 

WOrd consisting of bits A7l' A34 - Ac. 
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TENTATIVE AGENDA (Continued) 

Would like these words addressable but would be satisfied if 
Btol'~d as part of the Left Tl:'ansmi t Instruction with j • 2, 3. 

t. An option under control of the External Function Instruction 
than an overflow condition is indicated and the IllFAchine 
responc~ by getting the next address from fixed aduress F4 
or b.y stopping, depending on a console switch setting. 
This change to affect Replace Add, Replace Subtract, Add and 
Tran:r;:-.. i. t. and ,Subtra"t and Transmit when .6..'71 i B not equal to A3S• 

2 (dllfw (~): • ( ,'4. ,. ~~o~ v.t~ J ~ GtU~ /-J01· 

c..!,. it~,t d.olMt!>s .fn Iffj o-Sto ~-,d ~ 

&/'1>. ~~(\tcv.d $~I~ ~~t-
\. ~ Ci\', 4- , V1. 

t. ~~ Ai, '~"'+d c.{ · (M,.,~~n ~ {~L' (Yl ~~ 

\. 

~ ft°8ftJANe_~ t.ot·~ 
'''-.CO. ,.~th " .,t~: 
~"a- c;:~.. \c.-.. J~ ~,~ 

1 . S ).vtia. h ~ "'~ 



HlNU 'l'ES OF THE HEETU G Of USE 

Hollywood, California 

4-5 October 1956 

Thursd!yJ 4 Ootober 19$6 

I. Po11~ Committee Meeting 

1. This meeting was called to order at 8130 a.m. with the following members 
presentt 

R. B. Talmadge~ (ML), Chairman 
R. P. Rich (AP) 
D. I. Cook (BA) 
B. C. Dove (ML) 
D. Zonars (WF) 
E. Joseph (RR) 
J. w. H. Spencer (CE) 
D. W. Gantner (RW) 
M. Green (HO) 

The Chairman read a telegram from George Clark of the Operations Research 
Office of Johns Hopkins University, requesting voting member status and a proxy 
vote, through Rich (AP), at the meeting. After some discussion, the Committee 
decided that proxy voting was oontrary to the spirit of USE as expressed in the 
document of 22 May 1956; and that the JHU-QRO should request voting member status 
b,y the regularly established procedure. 

2. The remainder of the session was devoted to establishing the agenda. 
The final result was as follows t 

A. General Session, Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 
(1) Introductions 
(2} Announcements 
(3) Question Period on 1103A 
(4) Colloquium Talk - Dr. George For~the 

B. Maohine Modifications Committee, Thursday, 1130 p.m. 
Special Committee, Chairman: Bate (CE) 

(1) Computer Modifications 
(a) Open ended right shift of A or A and Q 
(b) Reversal of Index Jump Instruction 
(0) Transmit Operation Instruction 
(d) Modification of Sign Jump and Zero Jump 
(e) Partial Store of A Register 
(f) Modification of Present Machines Response to Overflow 
(g) Fixed Address for an All Zero Word 
(h) Absolute Jump Instruction 

(2) Auxiliary Equipment 
(a) Tape Verifier 
(b) Compatibility of Unityper and High Speed Printer 

C. Program Development Committee 
Thursday, 1130 p.m. and Friday, 9:00 a.m. Chairman: Combelic (RW) 

(1) Review of Organizational Obligations 
(2) Discussion of USE Compiler 

(a) Comments 
(b) Progress 



(3) 
(4 ) 
(5) 
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Presentati on of Boeing Compiler, Cook ( HA) 
Use of Peripheral Equipment 
Generalized Print Edit Routine 

Dc Programming Topics Committee 
Frid~, 9:00 a.m. Special Committee. Chairman 8 Joseph (RR) 

(1) Magnetic Tape Handling Methods 
(2) Service Libraries 
() High Speed Printer Plu~board - Standard? 

Ee Policy Committee. Friday, 1:00 p.m. (Closed) 
(1) Approval of Minutes 
(2) Progress Report on Programming Manual, Kennedy (RR) 
(3) Distribution of Installation Mailing List 
(4) Date and Place of Next Meeting 
(5) Proposal to Have Remington Rand Univac Host All Meetings 
(6) Review of USE Distribution and Publication Procedures 
(7) Future Plans of USE 

F. General Session. Friday, 3:00 p.m. 
(1) Oral Reports, Committee Chairmen 
(2) Remarks of Colloquium Chairman 
() Announcements 

Following the basic idea expressed in the motion of formulation, no attempt 
was made to set an agenda for the Colloquium. 

II. General Session 

1. The session was called to order at 10:15 a.m. After introductions, the 
agenda was read by the Chairman. 

2. Helwig (RR) took the floor to answer questions on the 110)A equipment 
and auxiliary equipment. 

Q. (Anon) What is status of tape verifier? 

A. About a year away. 

Q. (Perkin~, RW) How is the Unityper to be modified to be 
compatible to the high speed printer? 

A. Pads on keys to be changed so that keyboard is non-standard 
except for letters and numbers. 

Q. (Anon) What is procedure for gettinf, specific information 
about machine operation? 

A. Through local representative. Steps have been taken to 
improve communication, and to avoid unfortunate misunder­
standings which have sometimes arisen in the past. 

3. Dove (ML) reported on the status of the Lockheed machine. In essence, 
he stated that the machine was still undergoing extensive acceptance tests three 
weeks after delivery. The drum and core appeared to be in excellent shape, but 
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the tapes required more work. The non·diagnostic acceptance tests progr~~ed b.T 
Lockheed will soon be made available to all members ot USE. 

4. At 11100 a.m. the session was turned over to Young (RW), the Chairman 
ot the Colloquium. Dr. Forsythe (RW) was introduced as the Colloquium keynote 
speaker. 'lbe talk, on "Generation and Use of Orthogonal Polynomials for Approxi­
mating Functions" wastmoroughly enjoyed by all present. 

S. The session adjourned for lunch at 12100 noon. 

'ridayJ 2 October 1956 

I. Policy Committee Meeting 

1. 'lbe meeting was called to order at 1130 p.m. The attendance was the 
same as the previous session' except that Combel1c (RW) replaced Gantner (RW), 
and no member from HO was present. On a motion by Rich (AP) and a second by 
Cook (RA.), the minutes of the Sixth Meeting of USE, held at Minneapolis on 
12-13 July 1956, were unanimously accepted. 

2. The idea of an official installation mailing list was unanimously 
approved. The Executive Secretary, Kennedy (RR), will distribute copies as soon 
as they are available. 

3. Discussion on the date and place of the next meeting centered around 
the tact that, for the first time, Committee recommendations had been presented 
to the Policy Committee for their action prior to the end of the meeting. The 
general feeling seemed to be that a three day meeting might allow the Policy 
Committee time ,to act on such recommendations, thus saving months of time on items 
which seemed urgent. Spencer (CE) pointed out, however, that some organizations 
might be able to ~end fewer people to a longer meeting. Finally, a trial three­
d~ meeting was decided upon, wi~ the Applied Physics Laboratory of Johns Hopkins 
Universi~ to act as Host Installation for the Eighth USE Meeting on 9-11 January 
1956, at Washington, D. C. 

4. The offer of Remington Rand Univac Sales to act as host for all the USE 
meetings was considered with somewhat mixed feelings. The membership liked the 
idea of a central arrangements group and agreed that Univac Sales was the logical 
choice. There was no serious objection to using the USE organization for sales 
promotion, provided that no sales talks were given in USE meetings, and that the 
Univac Sales Department exercised no pOl-Ter over the attendance at the meetings. 
With this basic agreement, it was left to the Chairman to write the motion and 
submi t it to the membership for telegraphic vote as soon as possible. The results 
of this procedure are covered in the Appendix. 

5. Upon a review of the publication standards of USE, two amendments were 
made: 

A. Each installation shall receive five (5) copies of documents instead 
of the present three (3); and these copies shall be sent to members of the Publi­
cations Committee. 

B. A category of publication called USEful Notes was established. 
These are to be items other than subroutines which members feel are of general 
interest to the organization. They will be numbered serially by the Executive 
Secretary as they arrive and will be distributed unedited. By a vote of 6 yes, 
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1 abstain, the Policy Commlctee decided to eschew uee of the Central Exchange 
for USE material. 

6. The Executive Secretary, Kennedy (RR), reported on the progress of the 
programming manual. A lively discussion of the contents and format ensued, from 
which it appears that the first draft, available for editorial comment by the 
members some time after 1 December 1956, may undergo considerable revision. 

7. The special report of the Colloquium Chairman, Young (RW), was read 
to the Policy Committee by the Chairman. This report is essentially that given 
below as Minute 4 of the General Session. The Policy Committee was very much 
impressed with the apparent success of the Colloquium, as well as the prompt 
submittal of recommendations. It was felt that there was not enough time to 
study the recommendations at the present meeting and action on most items was 
deferred until next time. However, the recommendation of a colloquium at the 
next USE meeting on the subject, "Spectral Analysis" with Ward (HO) as Chairman 
was unanimously adopted. 

8. The report of the Machine Modifications Committee, Bate (CE), Chairman, 
was read by the Chairman. This report is essentially that of Minute 2 of the 
General Session. Action on the recommendations was as follows: 

A. By a unanimous vote, direction to Bate (CE) to write a letter for 
all members' signature requesting correction of unsatisfactory behaviour of 
machine when a "not ready" servo is referenced. 

B. A vote of 6 yes, 1 abstain, direction to Bate (CE) to write a 
letter for all members' signature requesting high priority to investigate modi­
fication of computer behaviour on overflow. 

C. By a vote of 6 yes, 1 abstain, direction to Bate (CE) to write 
a letter for all members' signature requesting investigation of: 

(1) An instruction to transmit the u-addresses portion of 
u to the v-address portion of v, and its counterpart instruction, the trans­
mission of the v-address portion of u to the u-address portion of v, both without 
disturbing the remainder of (v). 

(2) An instruction to change abnormal drum setting to normal drum. 

9. The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 

II. General Session 

1. The session was called to order at 3:15 p.m. Talmadge (ML) read the 
report of the Policy Committee. 

2. Bate (CE) reported as Chairman of the Machine Modifications Committee. 
Sixteen modifications to machines were discussed and put into three categories; 
(A) Essential, (B) to be investigated, and (C) recommend no action. 

A. Essential 
(I) Change present behaviour of machine (a fault occurs) 

when uniservo in not ready status i s referenced. 
(2) Modify machine response to overflow. 



B .. 

- 5 -

To be investigated. 
(1) Allow drum to be set trom abnormal 
(2) Instructions to transmit u-address 
(3) Q-controlled equali~ jump. 

to nomal under program contN 
to v-addre8s and vice ver8aG 

c. Eleven modifications were read under the category I No action 
recommended .. 

3. Joseph (RR) reported as Chairman of Programming Topics Committee 

A. The service library should occupy group 4 of the drum. 

B. No action recommended on entrance and exit lines. 

C. Service routines should not use selective jumps or stops. (other 
than 0). 

D. High speed printer board left as before. 

E. Recommended list of service r outines, 
(1) Selective trace 
(2) Hierarchy trace 
( 3) Jump trace 
(4) Memory dump 
(5) Input-output routines 
(6) Tape handling routi nes 
(7) Some diagnosti c routine, such as changed word pos t -mort em. 

4. Young (RW) reported as Colloquium Chairman . 

!. The Committee recommends that the method for curve fitting, as 
outlined by Dr. Forsythe, be studied and a USE program be prepared for the 110)!. 
The mini-max program, presented by Dr. Curtis, which is now in the repertoire of 
of the Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 110) library, should be prepared for use on 
the 1103!. 

B. Colloquium also unanimously recommends: 
(1) Colloquium be made a permanent committee called Mathematics 

Committee and meet concurrently with the regular USE organization. 
(2) A Chairman be selected. 
(3) At least one permanent member be assigned to the committee 

by each installation. 

C. Recommendations for the functions of the Mathematics Committee: 
(1) To make recommendations to USE and member installations 

regarding mathematical routines which are desirable. This should include sugges­
tions a8 tor 

(a) Method adopted 
(b) Numerical procedure employed 
(c) Testinf." procedure for checking validity of the routine 

(2) To make recollunendations for research and development of 
new methods. 

or new 
(3) To report on development of new methods 

experiencesin the representative installations. 
(4) To conduct discussions c oncernin~ types 

in the literature 

of problems being 
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current11 solved in each installation with a view ot exchanging experience in 
regards to method employed and results obtained. 

(,) To set up programs tor each USE meeting, tor itselt and 
also tor a possible general presentation to the entire group. This should . 
promote an interchange of ideas on the particular theme selected tor that meeting 
through informal discussion. 

D. The Committee would like to look into the development of standards 
tor mathematical subroutines which would promote compatibility in their usages.· 
For example, two distinct methods for doing a particular problem should be prepared 
in a way so that the calling sequence and that of presentation to both are equivalent. 

E. 
few meetings I 

The following topics are recommended for consideration for the next 

(1) Ordinary DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 
(2) Partial Differential Equations (parabolic, hyperbolic, elliptic) 
(3) Monte Carlo methods 
(4) Spectral analysis 
(5) Eigenvalues of non-Hermitian Matrices 
(6) Solution of non-linear systems and determination of extremum. 

The Committee recommends the follOWing order of interest in the topics for the 
next two meetings. 

(1) Spectral analysis 
(2) Ordinary Differential Equations 

F. The Committee recommends Dr. James Ward as temporary chairman for 
the following meeting, and Werner Frank as secretary. 

5. Combelic (RW) reported as Chairman of the Program Development Committee. 

A. The Boeing Compiler is 50% coded. They are going to a magnetio 
tape operation. Y 

B. USE Compiler - Points of Note 
(1) 50% coded 
(2) Generalized diagnostic routine being worked on. 
(3) Some thought given to input-output generator. 
(4) Should be in relatively good Shape by December 1. 

C. Organizational obligations reviewed. At least thirteen (13) routines 
should be checked out by next USE meeting. 

D. On the high speed printer generalized edit routine it was agreed 
that WF, CE and AP would meet in Washington D.C., around 1 November. After this 
Bate (CE) will meet with ML, RW, and BA at Palo Alto to try to determine specifi­
cations for a routine satisfactory to all. 

6. The Seventh Meeting of USE was adjourned at 4:45 p.m., 5 October 1956. 

Respectfully submitted, 

"1Jt"<t-c?<-4Jp 
R. B. Talmadge, Chairman 



Appendix 

Since the propo!al to have a Remington Rand Univac Sales as host ot all 
meetings would change the basic operational procedure ot USE, the motion was 
submi tted by the Chairman to the Policy Committee members in the to--m ot revi­
sions to the document of 22 May 1956 entitled, "A Statement ot the Ba~lc Polici •• 
ot the Univac Scientific Exchange". These read as followss 

Page 1. 

Page .31 

Delete the last paragraph, which reade, "Visitors may be e 0 e to a 
committee.". Substitute the following: 

Visitors may be invited by any voting member installation and by 
the Remington Rand Univac Scientific Sales Department, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. (Hereinafter called RR-Salea.) The number of invitees, 
and, if possible, their names and organizational affiliation, must 
be submitted to the chairman and RR-Sales prior to the meeting which 
they are to attend. 

Only the Chairman, upon a specific vote by the Policy Committee, 
will have the power to limit the number of invitations or to defer 
attendance of a duly invited person. 

Add the following sentence to the last paragraph defining the duties 
of the Executive Secretarys 

In this capacity, he will make available to RR-Sales, to use as 
they see fit; membership lists of the USE organization; specifi­
cations and descriptions of -routines which are available to members 
of USE; and such other items as the Policy Committee may, from time 
to time, direct. 

Delete the paragraph under the general heading, Meetings. Replace 
it by the followings 

Meetings of USE will be held at the discretion of the membership. 
RR-Sales will serve as host for all meetings, and will be responsible 
(1) for arranging assembly committee meeting facilities, (2) for 
alerting hotel facilities for reservations, and (3) for providing 
such other services as they deem necessary or desirable in order to 
facilitate the course of meetings. Each installation will be respon­
sible for submitting the number, and whenever possible, the names of 
their representatives to RR-Sales prior to each meeting. 

In addition to the host, each member installation in turn will act 
as Host Installation, and will be responsible for providing a recording 
secretary, who shall be a stenographer. 

The covering letter pOinted out that the telegraphic vote was essentially 
on the basic idea, since wording changes could be made by the Policy Committee 
at any meeting. 

As of 14 November the vote stood at 7 yes, 1 not heard from, which carries 
the revisions. 
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RErORT OF THE AO 1I0C COMNITTEE ON MACHINE J10DIFICATIONS 

The Ad 1I0c Committee on Hachlne Nodificntions met at 1330 p 4 Oct 1956 .. 
The rollovinG persons vere present. ' 

R. Bate, CE p Chairman 
R. 'Talmadge 9 Nt 
D. I'ove p ~1L 
G. Gnrner, no 
Eo Josreh, RR 
T. Wilder, RR 
A. Stone, APL 
D. Heiser, Census Bureau 

A discussion of fifteen proposed modifieD,tions took place and it vae 
decided to recommend to the policy committee that the USE members sign and 
send to Remington Rand a letter requesting that two of these changes be 
roaoe and that three others be investigated to determine feasibility·, cost, 
and tiro~ required. A draft of such a letter is enclosed with these minutes. 

In addition to the five modifications which are listed in the draft 
letter the folloving modifications l/ere considered but the consensus of 
opinion was that either the modifications would be very expensive or that 
there V3S not sufficient use for the instruction to justify any further 
action at this time . 

I. Each fixed address should be uged by only one instruction . At 
present the repeat instruction and the interpret instruction both use F1 0 

This difficulty can be avoided at the expense of one additional instruction 
at the beginning of an interpretive routine to store F1, in case the inter­
pretive routine viII contain a repeat instruction. 

2. 2" The repeat instruction should permit jncrementing of the U­
and V-~ddress of the next instruction by any amount, positive or negative. 
Althoueh this is a desireable feature it is likely to be very expensive 
since two additional 15-bit registers are required to hold the U and V 
increments and UAK and VAK would have to be adding registers. 

3. A generalized repeat command which repeats several of the 
follo\olin3 commanos incrementing the ,U and V Address of eaoh by specified 
amounts. This modification is of only moderate use and is likely to be 
extremely expensive. 

4. An open-ended riaht shift of A nnd Q Registers. This is an 
extren.ely useful instruction in most fixed point calculDtions., especially 
in the evaluation of such expressions as which is most unhandy and 

ab2-P 
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slov at prescnt. Such a modification in likely to bo diffioult. 
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5. Pe rmit pur tial wrIte into A ond Q. This in!truction ie of 
limited usc. 

6. An additional instruction for tro.nflmitting ' the operation p~r~ 
of a word analogous to TU and TV instructions. This inetructionis of very 
limited useo 

7~ Considerable diocussion of changes in sign jump oocured but no 
conclusive recommendations were mnde. 

80 Reversal of Index Jump so that jump occurs when D(u)-1 is 
negative, 80 thot more conveniont pretesting of loop length can be made. 
It was pointed th~t this doee not make prote~ting easier as ie shown 1n the 
followin g example using the index jump as it io present. It is recommended 
thnt tl.is example or (\ similar one be included in the programming manual, 
showing correct use of the index jump in pretosted loops whi ch are to be 
traversed N times (N~ ) . 

1A 

LOOP 

l B 

TP 
HJ 

X 
X 
X 
X 

IJ 

N 
o 

K 

K 
1B 

LOOP 

9. 
/(u)/>/(A)/. 

An absolute Threshold Jump fn thAt a jump to V occurs if 
This additional instruction is 'of limited use. 

10. An address (say 30000) which permanently contains zero. Since 
it would be necessay for the comput~r to stop on a fault if an instruction 
tried to change the contents of this register, this is likely to be com­
plicated and it is surely easy to store a zero in the memory. 

11 . Add to the left transmit instruction:for j=2 to store a word 
consisting of A71 , A35 •• • ••• AO and for j=3 to store a word consisting of 

A71' A3'5.' 00 •• A1 • Thi'ese instructions would be useful in double precision 
arithmetic since the j = 2 instruction stores the second 35 most significant 
bits of the A register together \o,i th sign when A71 = A70 and the instruction 
for j = 3 does the same when A71 t A70 • It did not appear that double pre­
cioion work was sufficiently common for USE to take any further action at this 
time. 

INCL: Draft letter to 
Remington nond 

\. I 
.---' .. '. )< ' / 

C, ) ( 'jl \. C ,)( . l ,"-.Vc/ t C. . 
ROGER' R. BATE 
Coptain, C0rps of Engineers 
Ch3irman 



DnA FT I.I~TTEH 

ReminGton Rnnd Corporntion 
Eneinccrine Re~cnrch A~~ociotor Divinlon 
1902 ~innehnhn Avcnup 
St. fnul 4, Minno~otn 

Gentlemen: 

\~e request thnt ~'Oll correct. til!' followinr; unDDtlr,[flctory bohl1vio€ of 
tho t~niv(\c ScientHic Computer (11O)A): 

1. At !r (' !:('nt thf' cOlllJ1uLer "Lopr: wh en fl division or multipJ.y add 
overflo\,f occurf>, which i, not in nccot'd:1I1C8 wiLh accept.ed principle thot no 
error wh i ch is ro p;)l' ~\blL umlni' pI'oGr :)Tll con tT'ol nhollld ;.top tho computer. 
It is suggest.ed th:lt when 8ith,' r of theca OVOT'flow~j occurs th,'lt the computer 
find itr- next instl'lIction in /) fix( 'd mldre;.s (probnbly F5), without altering 
FAH. This nroccdul'c wouhl be like the procrnm intp.rrupt except tha.t the 
next instruction is found in F5 in~tea~ of Fl' An nlternative procedure 
w:-uld be to nclV;tnCe I'J\K by one, therehy callsinG tho computer to Ekir an in­
struction in C~R(, of overflow. 

2. At prescnt '..rhen a uniservo which ic !lnot reodyl1 is referenced 
in an external function instruction, this in~truction is not executed 3nd 
the computer continues until a computer fault s top approximately 80 milli= 
seconds later. Since some 2,000 inGtru~tion tn:lY 1'c performed during this 
time it is likely to be extremely difficult to re~tore th e memory and the 
tape positioneto the ftote th8t existed prior to the execution of the ex­
ternal function instruction which cousod the fnult, a procedure which would 
be nCCeS f9.ry in ordel' to restart the proGr3ll1 after correcting the IInot ready" 
r.on ::: i tion. Since many problcms rc c; uire the chan ging of a tape \l~ilc the 
cOJ'!'lDuter is running in order to save t~me, this condition might be expected 
to occcr rather frequently. It is f uggestcd thnt the "not ready " condition 
set up a si nol similar to th~ t set up when a servo is rewinding so thot the 
COJ'!'lput~r i.dls!J until the "not r e.:1dy ll conc1ition is corrected and then rc::;ur.Jc. 

In addition we request thnt YOIl invcs tieote the fe :ls ibili ty, co"t, and 
time re~uireG for the followinr, modiflc.:1tionc to the 1103t. COJ'!'lputer: 

1. An oddition.~l inr.trLlction to tr:mrmit the U-.1.ddr ';..'ss jlortion of 
(U) into th~ V-nddrecs portion , of V; both lc~v inc the othor portionr of (V) 
undis turbed. 

2. An a.dditional inr;truction to chrmr:c Uh' /\bnort::r. l frum f.ctting 
to NOIT.:Il 1 0rum but no t th0. rcvlJn;c. 



.3. An nJJl tional inn truction, which miCht bo CIlL i~d the Q-Con­
trolled Equality Jump, which jump3 to V if L(Q)(u) = A and continuos the 
normal sequence if not; (11) to be rostorod to ito initial state in either 
case. 

Sincerely yourB D 
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REPORT OF TilE ADHOC COM:<tITTEE ON THE GENERALIZED 

OUTPUT EDIT ROUTiNE FOR HIGH SPEED PRINTER 

(Eastern Branoh) 

The cO~ldttee convened on Tuesday 30 October 1956 at 9:00 O'clock. In 

attendance w.erer Captutn Roger R. Rate, Corps of Engineers, Chairman 

Mr. Richard Petooke, Corpe of Engineers, 

Mr. Robert Miller, Corpe of Engineere, 

Dr. Dnuce Taylor, Operations Research Office, 

Mr. Ster-Hen Warehall, Operations Research Office, 

Mr. Charles Bitterli, Aprlied Physics laboratory, 

Mr 0 Leonard Fall, Wright Air Develorment Center. 

Mr e John W. Srencer, Corps of Engineers, was in attendance during part of 

the session. 

The chairman or·ened the di scuss! on with a short resume of the di scussions 

which had taken rlace at the USE Committee meeting in Los Angeles. He FOinted 
<-

out that the two froposed edit routinee, one from Wright Air DeveloJ~ent Center, 

which emrhasized a large number of parameters to specify format and one from 

the Corps of Engineers which was a micro program treating each character 

separately, had met with a somewhat luke-warm reception. The chairman further 

discussed the suggest ion by Mr. Don Cook of Boeing Air Craft at the USE meeting, 

that format might be described by giving a sample li ne consi sting of 120 ohar-

acters, each character representirlg either a 6J~ce or the tYle of conversion 

for the number which should occupy that space. 

It was decided to offer the Corps of Engineers IUgh Speed Edit Routine, 

which might be more awropiately named, a Printer ~trut Routin8 to the USE 

organization, in view of tho fact that it hae already been ooded by the Corps 

of Engineers. Sinoe this routine 18 of general rower it will ~erve 1n cases 



which might not be COVl:ll'cd hy nllot.llu' r01ltine, which wo I 'roceeded to <11 ElC'l ,f;S. 

Tho two losr.lulo lnflt,hodB ot' J.'Iyllll~ 01lt fornvtll\ Wf'ru ttlf' rlilll\lo lillll formnt of 

Don Cook Ilnd tho IIlI'nmet.er fonvll, rllvorHd I>y Wd"hL Air' [Juvu1oJ munt p'orlf~nll center. 

It was quickly rPII I.l'ltld LllIl!. 1.11(1 uunll.., 11110 t:otleq I. Illvolvor\ IlOt. only Uv: wri t-

i IlG of Il ~'umjle 1 I Ile, but ,'llro I1l1l1.;\ , ; /Iclude (:f'rt, :1i II J ornrnet.f1n:: to r\fJt:;erll ,~~ r uch 

thinrs af. Low Uliln)" t.lmes t.1t£"! line f,ho\lld h(J I'eJf!fJl.m!, wh ere the Elnflry 1IiffJI'­

looti(HI for each word on t,h,· lillll if r-tured, find, In I.he JAr!,\c1JlHr core of 

stutt'J billllry j(,:dLt. to st.al.t1d doctmul roil ,t convp.r~i()nt: , J'rovic1un rr.lIf.t t;(! 

r.tnde for Civillf the number l'(' si.gnificant diCit.s to t.he l'irht of' tho dccirr.1l1 

or ~i.nary Joint.. TheGn additionnl l 'lll' c:imeters somewhat comrlicate thp ;lj4-.he r 

d e Eira.~le featurns of the 83mJ le 1 I ne format dercrir t.ion and J roh,'lhly ITlD.k~ it, 

very unwise to ro Curt-tIer in thi::; line. For that. reason the dl ::cusdon turn,·,j 

to the rarruneter format derccri}'tion which Wripht F'idd had I roronld. The rrir c­

ille cbjections in Wright Field's Parameter dcscr:irtion was a rather comJ] i C'lL ·-_,, ! 

scheme, that mirht require the writing in a 18,ree m.unber of rarameter word :: jn 

order to do a fairly silllr1e editing Irocess. The discussion then turned to 

methods whi~h could be used to make the rarameters more descrirtive and ea::;ier 

to use. A cocceft which emlhasized more I3tronGly the column In format wos 

Irorof;ed. 

Certain reneral J rincj rles were agreed ulon. One, that the &1i t. Ilout.i Ile 

should take the hi nary in1 ut dn ta from the mUf,nct.i c core or I os~ 1 hly fror.i t.he 

magntltic drum in tho editi..ng p'Qcess. The &lit Routine should not. invC"lv e r l~[\d i!l f, 

inl tlt data from mlll netic tal 'e. This IroceSf would be accomrl1shed by tho JTO­

grammer in the main routine. Two; several diCf'ertmt means of convertinr binary 

information for outJut. fluch nr strnir,ht. alrhlll1tlmorjc, octal rrint out, ::;t.nt.ed 

binary to stated docimal )o1.nt, floaLinr. hillOl'y t.o ('loutinC doclmnl Of' one or 

two word 1 tema, ond dOllblo frocldon et,ntud J oi.nt or floalillf.' Joint. COI1\'flr~;j nns 

should be lermitted. In addllion "orne considerotion WIlG riv~n to the Jol'dl'ility 
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of providing for various other kinds of oonversions at the Coderl oonvenienoe. 

Suoh thing a8 radians to degrees, minutel, and seconds or geographical coordinates 

to UTM ooordinates or other specialized conversions would be desirable provided 

they could be worked into routine without requiring too much space. The meeting 

adjourned until Wednesday, 31 October, 9100 O'clock. 

The members were to consider the matters which had been brought up at this 

meeting and to be prepared to draw a fixed set of specifications for the J?8ra­

meter format type of Edit. 

The moeting of the High Sreed Edit Routine Committee resumed 'at 9&00 O'clock 

on Wednesday 31 October. The minutes of the preceding day's meeting were aHJroved 

unamimously .. 

Captain Bate presented for discussion a specification for a High Speed 

Printer Edit routine based upon the use of parameter words describing the format. 

The major objections which apreared during discusflion of this routine was the 

necessity for etoring the binary and decimal scaling factors with the binary in­

put information for stated }:'oint binary to stated roint decimal conversions. 

It was believed tHat it would be more apfropiate for this information to be in 

the format rarameter. 

A new set of parameter specifications was drawn up to include this feature 

and to remove the necessity for reassembling all of the binary output pertinent 

to one line in one riace. I~stead, the parameter for a column contained the 

address where the binary information for that column began. Some diecussion 

wae givon to the question of modifying this routine for those machtnes which 

have the on-line printer or which have the variable block ortian on the tape 

unts. It wus decided that separate routines could be written which would be 

very similar, so that the work for writing three would be very little more than 

that for writing one. 

The final specifications were unanimously approvod and it was deoided that the 
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ohairman otter to the Western Branoh, the.,. ap8oirtoatione for a routine vh1ch 

has parameter speoified format and also tor the Corps or Engineere' character ' 

Edit Routine vhioh hao already been vritten. This oombination, it h though~, 

will provide fot the most general types of output which can be enoountered. Hr. 

Leonard Fall of Wright Air Develolment 'Center oomm! tted hie organization to the 

vrlting of a High Speed Edit whioh ie based on speoifications not too ditferent 

from thoee epeoifications whioh were agreed upon for tho parameter eI~ciried format 

routine. He pointed out that hie organiznt~on would not be able to undertake any 

Edit routine which was much more ambitious th~n thie one. 

Xhe meeting adjourned at noon. 

ROGER R. BATE 
Captain, U. S. Army, Chairman 
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USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 
October 4 an1 5, 1956 

REPORT OF THE ,AD HOC COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMMING TOPICS 

Among others the following people attended the committee meetings 

Dick Talmadge (ML) 
B. C. Dove (ML) 
Garner McGrossen (HO) 
Sue Knapp (RW) 
Dick Petonke (CE) 
D. Heiser (Census) 
Joseph Wegstein (Bureau of Standards) . 
Frank Kros (RR) 
Leo Kennedy (RR) 
Earl C. Joseph (RR) Chairman 

The meeting of October 5 was devoted primarily to discussions concerning 
the service library. 

There was considerable debate on many items with no conclusions being 
drawn~ therefore, this report will concern itself with only those ideas or 
suggestions which resulted in a conclusion. In most cases these conclusions 
are in the form of suggested methodology rather than strict standards to be 
followed by the USE organization. 

Service .LibrarY 

For consistency in transferring and use of large programs such as the 
USE compiler, algebraic coding schemes, service libraries, etc., it was felt 
necessary to reserve group 4 on the drum for the service library. 

In order to use service routines for all types of programs,' the MS and 
MJ instructions with j values other than zero should not be programmed to 
obtain the various options. Therefore, if it were desirable to program routines 
with options, a parameter should be placed in the Q-register which is in 
turn decoded in the service routine to obtain the options. However,in 
no Case should the service routine be written in such a manner to require 
that the parameter word follows the Return Jump which WaS used to enter the 
service routine. 

Each service routine should operate from magnetic core. Therefore each 
routine should be written to dump the portion of MC used on to a drum ~ge 
(contained in the service library) before the routine is bootstrapped into 
MC and to restore the constants of MC used from the drum image before exit. 

Contents of Service Library 

The following routines were suggested as the minimum service library, 

1. Trace Routines ' 

a. ·Select area to be traced 
b. Select type 'of record and what recorded 
c. Select # times loop recorded anqfor traced 
d. Hierarchy trace -
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2. A m~mory dump 

3. Some form of a changed word post mor~em routine. 
It was suggested that this routine should be like a 
memory dump with an ID (probably a star) for those words 
which have changed. 

4. Input routines for: 
a. Magnetic tape 
b. Cards 

It was the consensus of opinion that most users 
would not need paper tape routines after they 
had their respective installations on the air. 
~tonke Serpe of Engineers stated that 
~th~ would depend heavily upon paper- tape. 

5. Simple output routines for: 
a. Magnetic tape 
b. Cards 

6. Numerous other error diagnostic routines were discussed 
and felt necessary but no conclusions were reached. 

Magnetic Tape Handling Methods 

DUe to the lack of time, this subject for discussion was only touched 
upon. It was felt that the following tape routines would be useful additions 
to the library, 

1. - A routine to duplicate tape 

2. A tape merge 

3. A tape search routine 

Earl G. Joseph 
Chairman, Ad Hoc Programming--Topics Committee 
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Proceedings of the Mathematics Q.QDD!ttee of the USB Organization 

The Mathematics CoJlll11ttee, under the chairmanship of Dr. David M. Young, 
was in session on Thursday and Friday, October 4-5, 1956, during the resular 
meeting of the USE organization in Los Angeles, california. The following per­
sons participated: 

Jim Price - Boeing 
Harry-Shaw - A.P.L. 
Joe Carlson Lockheed 
Richard Zeltlin Remington Rand (St. Paul) 
Jim Ward - Holloman 
Harry Davis - White Sands (Observer) 
Marvin Green - Holloman 
Werner L. Frank - Ramo-Wooldridge Corp. 
David M. Young Ramo-Wooldridge Corp. 

The speakers were Dr. George Forsythe and Dr. Philip Curtis. The Corps of 
Engineers and Wright Field did not have sufficient personnel present to parti­
cipate but did indicate an interest in these sessions. The agenda for the 
sessions is given in Appendix A. 

Thursday 

The program began with the keynote presentation of Dr. George Forsythe 
speaking on "Generation of Orthogonal Polynomials". This fine talk was given 
to the entire USE group. In summary, the main thesis was that the usual least 
squares procedures for curve fitting be replaced by the method of orthogonal 
polynomials. This has at least three distinct virtues: 

1) Avoids the inversion of a possibly poor conditioned matrix which in 
some cases behaves like a Hilbert matrix 

2) Permits the calculation of successively higher order polynomial 
approximations by requiring only a simple computation when going from the nth 
to the (n+l)st stage. In the normal least square problem an entirely new linear 
system would have to be solved. 

3) Allows the use of a three term recurrence relation to evaluate the 
orthogonal polynomials. Some copies of this report will be made available to 
the Policy Committee. Request for other copies can be made directly to Dr. 
George Forsythe at the University of California at Los Angeles. 

Dr. Philip Curtis presented the second paper on "Curve Fitting by a Mini­
Max Technique". A constructive procedure was outlined for finding the po~omial 
of best approximation, for given degree, according to the criterion that 

max rF{X) - Pn{x) I 
be minimized. The resulting error function F{x) - P (x) will oscillate with equal 

n 
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amplitudes. A summary of this talk and a bibliography is included in Appendix B. 
This material together with a description of the Ramo-Wooldridge curve fitting 
routine was distributed at the meeting. 

The discussion which followed was: 

1) Difference. between smoothing of date and curve fitting. The least squares 
procedure can be looked upon both as a smoothing technique and as a way to fit 
curves. However, the mini-max procedure assumes exact analytic data and does 
no smoothing. Therefore, when fitting empirical or experimental data is to be 
done the least square is usually more desirable than the mini-max procedure. 

2) The following methods are used by the attending installations in 
approximating the elementary functions: 

a) formulas of Hastings (most popular) 

b) rational approximations due to KOgbetliantz (Boeing) 

c) Taylor Series (White Sands) 

Continued fractions do not seem to be used. It was also pOinted out that formulas 
which use the least number of divisions are best for the 1103A while for the 704 
it may not matter due to the respective times for multiplication and divisions 

3) Curve fitting routines in use 

a) Boeing - least squares, floating point, n ~ 10, 100 input data 
points 

b) Holloman - least squares, fixed point, n ~ 5, 21 input data points 

c) Ramo-Wooldridge - mini-max, fixed point, n ~15, 582 input data 
pOints 
All the above are in single precision. 

The last session of the day was devoted to a discussion of the functions of 
the committee and proposals to be made to the Policy Committee of USE. A general 
approval of the program was expressed by all, and it was definitely felt that more 
such meetings would be fruitful. It was unanimously agreed that tl'2 Mathematics 
Committee should become a standing committee with a permanent chairman and with 
a permanent member assigned to the committee by each installation. Even though 
this permanent member might not necessarily attend each meeting himself, he would 
provide a contact at his installation for matters concerning the Mathematics 
Committee . These recommendations were presented to the Policy Committee. (See 
Appendix D) . 

A discussion of the function of the committee was initiated but tabled for 
the following morning session. 

M. Green (Holloman) suggested that this cOmmittee, through USE, might jOintly 
sponsor some University as a research project in an area of computation or numerical 
analysis for which either the time or talents of the member groups do not suffice. 
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Friday 

The morning session was devoted to further discussion concerning the 
functions of this committee. These are summarized in the appended "Recommendations 
of the Mathematics Committee to the Policy Committee". 

In the afternoon) Werner L. Frank began a discussion on mathematical routines 
by describing the development of the complete problem solvers being prepared at 
the Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation. (See Appendix C). Following this presentation) 
Joe Wegstein (NBS) presented two interesting problems which have been programmed 
at the Bureau of Standards. These were 

1) Finding zeros of functions by iterating on x = F(x). 

2) Finding extremwn for functions by a "shot gun" method. One evaluates 
the function at a set of n points randomly distributed about a target point and 
selects the relative extrema for the function from these values. This extrema 
becomes the target point for the next set of points. 

These informal discussions proved to be very fruitful in making known to 
the participants what is being done in the areas of research in new methods at 
the various installations. 

The session adjourned at 3:00 P.M. to attend the final general session of 
USE. At this time the Policy Committee reported the disposition of several of 
the recommendations which were made by the Mathematics Committee and which are 
given in Appendix D. Although the Policy Committee felt that the meeting of the 
Mathematics Committee had been successful) nevertheless) sufficient time was n~t 
available for action on all the proposals. In particular) the proposals to give 
the committee a more permanent status were to be considered further. However) 
it was decided that a second meeting of the Mathematics Committee should be held 
with the next USE meeting in Washington D. C, ) on January 9 - 11) 1957. As 
recommended by the Mathematics Committee) the theme of the meeting will be "Spectral 
Analysis" . For the meeting James Ward of Holloman was appointed chairman and 
Werner Frank was appointed secretary. 

The l-1athematics Committee was instructed to provide the Policy Committee 
with a detailed outline of the method desc ribed by Dr. Forsythe in the keynote 
address. 

The chairman of the Mathematics Committee presented a report to the general 
session. 

Werner L. Frank 



Appendix A 

USE OffiANIZATION 

AGENDA OF MEETINGS OF MATHEMATICS GGMMI-TrEE" CL> L l 0 "( v M 

Hollywood-Roosevelt Hotel, Los Angeles, California 

October 4-5 , 1956 

Theme: Curve Fitting and Smoothing Techniques 

Chairman: Dr. David M. Young, Jr., The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

Thursday, October 4, 1956 

11 :00 A.M. Keynote Address 

12:00 Noon 

1:30 P.M. 

"Generation and Use of Ortnogonal Polynomials" 

Lunch 

Dr. George E. Forsythe, University of California and 

The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

Session on Curve Fitting 

A. "Curve Fitting by a Mini-Max Technique " 

Dr. Phillip C. Curtis, University of California and 

The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

B. Informal Discussion 

3:30 P.M. Discussion of the role of the Mathematics Committee 

Friday, October 5, 1956 

9:00 A.M. 

12:00 Noon 

1: 30 P.M. 

Session on Smoothing Techniques 

A. Informal Discussion 

Lunch 

SessiOn on Mathematical Routines , 

A. "The Development of Mathematical Routines for a Computing 

Center Library" 

Mr. Werner L. Frank, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

B. Informal Dis9ussion 

4 
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Appendix B 

Algorithm for computing best polynomial approximation of degree n to a continuous 

function f(x) on a finite set E, 

Definition: 

Let E be a finite set of points xi' Xo < ~ < ' " < xn' A function f(x) 

is said to oscillate on E if 

either i = 0, 1, .,. n 

Let E be the set of N points (N~ n + 2) at which the function f(x) has 

been recorded, We wish to compute the polynomial p(x) which minimizes the quantity 

max If(X) - p(x) I 
E 

The general step of the algorithm is as follows, 

1) Let Ek be a subset of n + G points xi(k) i = 0,1, '" n + 1 of E which 

has been determined by the previous step of the algorithm, We assume 

x (k) < xl(k) < ," < x l(k) , 
o n+ 

2 ) Solve the n + 2 linear equations 

f(x. (k» _ Pk (x. (k») = (_l)i € 
11k 

for the coefficients of the nth degree polynomial Pk(x) and the error Ek' 

3) compute J"k = ~ If(x) ,- Pk (x) I 

4) If J = 
k 

, then Pk(X) is the desired polynomial of best approximation, 

k 
Form Ek+l from Ek by replacing one point of Ek by x in such a way that 

f(x) - Pk(x) oscillates on Ek+l , 

This process is repeated until d k = I Ek I . For E we may take any subset o 
of E of n + 2 points, Since €o < €l < '" the process will converge in a finite 

number of steps (in the absence of round-off errors). 
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R. G. Selfridge, Approximations with least maximum error, Pac. J. of Math. 
3 (1953) pp. 247-255· 
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P. Curtis 
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I. Introduction 

Appendix C 

The Development of Complete Mathematical 

Routines for a Computing Center Library 

by 

Werner L. Frank 
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In order to solve the many types of problems presented to a Computing 
Center one usually prepares a library of basic subroutines facilitating compu­
tation common to most problems. These subroutines are then incorporated in 
specific production problems so that for changes in the input parameters many 
runs can be made for a given program. 

There is, however, a group of every day bread and butter problems that 
are legitimate candidates for being coded as closed subroutines for some 
problems and yet in most instances are an end in themselves. These are usually 
the longer mathematical routines such as solution of a linear system of 
equations, roots of algebraic equations, fitting a curve to a set of data points, 
integration of an ordinary differential ~quation, etc. 

Such problems can be programmed in very general fonns so that they are valid 
for a multitude of cases. Coded with generality in mind, one then needs supply 
only the parameters or coefficients and the program will calculate the result. 
Hence a calling sequence used for the subroutine is not needed nor should it be 
required to compile or assemble such a program. We choose to call routines of 
this type complete problem solvers. 

II. Purposes of the Complet e Problem Solver 

(a) To reduce time for the solution of standard problems by 

1) reducing amount of coding necessary 

2) eliminating need for general numerical analysis or problem 
formulation 

(b) To reduce the possibility of making coding errors by minimizing 
coding by the user 

(c) To be able to handle common variations of the basic technique by 
availability of options 

(d) To monitor the computation sufficiently in order to provide checks 
on the input and intermediate computation. 

In short , to provide for a complete and automatic performance of the 
computation requiring only the writing down of the input data according to a 
specified form. 
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In some problems a basic computation must necessarily be supplied by the 
programmer . Tha t is , f or example, in the Runga-Kutta-Gill integration procedure 
the evaluation of t he derivative of the function at a point is incumbent upon 
the programmer and could hardly be anticipated by the writer of the subroutine. 
We, therefore reCluire the concept of the Auxiliary Rout:!.ne. This is a routine 
which computes a set of Cluantities intermittently as a function of arguments 
generated by the subroutine or carries out executive functions at the option 
of t he programmer. In such cases the automaticity ascribed to the problem 
sol ve r is no longer as complete. 

III. Example 

To illust rate these thoughts we consider the problem of solving the linear 
mat r ix eCluation Ax = B by elimination. A number of associated problems can 
also be solved by such a routine by application of parts of the basic compu­
t ati.on of t he elimination process. 

(a) A x b a system of n eCluations in n unknowns 

(b) A X = I inverting 

(c) A X B m systems of n eCluations in n unknowns 

(d) det (A - ex I) determinant or test of eigenvalues 

(e) (A - ex I) x 0 eigenvector associated with eigenvalue ex 

Wide flexibility is achieved by use of two auxiliaries. Auxiliary One pro­
vides successive rows of [A,B] during the upper triangularization process while 
Auxilia:r;:Y Two picks up the solution columns of X. In the fonner instance the 
matrix LA,B] could be 

1) stored in ES on magnetic drum or tape 

2) on tape or cards 

3) generated row by row. 

Auxiliary Two can store the matrix in one of the internal storage units 
or punch out the results or both. 

The most common problem is, of course, the one in which the matrix [A,B] is 
punched on cards along with the side conditions, the dimensions of A and B. This 
information should be sufficient for the complete linear matrix equation solver 
to do any of the problems a, b, or c mentioned above. All that should be required 
is the reading in of the complete program and starting at a fixed location. An­
other alternative is to start at a fixed location in the way a service routine is 
activated assuming the complete program is stored on the drum with the rest of the 
library . 

At The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation effort has been directed to the program­
ming of such problem solvers. The main contribution has been to minimize elapsed 
time between the formulation of the problem and its solution. 

To set up the specifications for such a problem solver and for exploiting all 
its potential might well be a task relegated to the Mathematics Committee of USE. 



Appendix D 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MATHEMATICS COMMITI'EE TO 

THE POLICY COMMITTEE 

1. The Mathematics Committee unanimously agreed that the ideas pres~nted by the 
speakers in the discussion that followed will prove to be very useful to all 
members of USE . The numerical procedures that were outlined can be readily 
applied, and a great deal of time and effort can be saved. The Committee 
recommends that the method for curve fitting, as outlined by Dr. Forsythe, 
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be studied and a USE program be prepared for the 1103A. The mini-max program, 
presented by Dr. Curtis, which is now in the repertoire of the Ramo­
Wooldridge Corporation 1103 library, should be prepared for use on the 1103A. 

2 . In regard to the Mathematical Committee, unanimous approval by the participants 
i s made of the following: 

a ) The Committee be made permanent and meet concurrently with the 
regular USE organization . 

b) A chairman be selected. 

c) At least one permanent member be assigned to the committee 
by each installation. 

3. Recommendations for the functions of the Mathematics Committee: 

a) To make recommendations to USE and member installations regarding 
mathematical routines which are desirable. This should include 
suggestions as to: 

(1) Method adopted. 

(2) Numerical procedure employed. 

(3) Testing procedure for checking tIe validity of the 
numerical results. 

b) To make recommendations for research and development of new methods. 

c) To report on development of new methods in the literature or new 
experiences in the representative installations. 

d) To conduct discussions concerning types of problems being currently 
solved in each installation with a view of exchanging experience in 
regards to method employed and results obtained. 

e) To set up programs for each USE meeting, for itself and also for a 
possible general presentation to the entire group. This should promote 
an interchange of ideas on the particular theme selected for that 
meeting through informal discussion. 
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4 . '!he Conmi ttee would like to look into the development of standards for 
mathematical subroutines which would proIOOte compatibility in their useage. 
For example, two distinct methods for doing a particular problem should be 
prepared in a way so that the calling sequence and that of presentation to 
both are equivalent. 

5. The following topics are recommended for consideration for the next few 
meetings: 

(a) Ordinary Differential Equations. 

(b) Partial Differential Equations (Parabolic, Hyperbolic, Elliptic). 

(c) Monte Carlo Methods. 

(d) Spectral Analysis. 

(e) Eigenvalues of Non-Hermitian Matrices. 

(f) Solution of Non-linear Systems and Determination of Extremum. 

The CoIllIli ttee recommends the following order of interest in the topics for 
the next two meetings: 

(a) Spectral Analysis. 

(b) Ordinary Differential Equations. 

6. The Conunittee recommends Dr. James Ward as temporary chl;l.innan for the 
following meeting, and Werner Frank as secretary. 

7. Those present at these proceedings: 

Jim Price 
Harry Shaw 
Joe Carlson 
Richard Zemlin 
Jim Ward 
Harry Davis 
Marvin Green 
Werner Frank 
David Young 

Boeing 
A.P.L. 
Lockheed 
Remington Rand 
Holloman 

- White Sands (observer) 
Holloman 
Ramo-Wooldridge Corp. 
Ramo-Wooldridge Corp. 

Speakers: G. Forsythe, P. Curtis 

Submitted by 

David M. Young) Jr. 
Chairman ) Mathematics Committee 
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USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 

October 4 and 5) 1956 

Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel) Hollywood) California 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The Program Development Committee met Thursday afternoon) October 4 and 
Friday morning) October 5. The following persons attended both meetings : 

Don Cook (BA) 
Tom Dewey (ML) 
Richard Gunderson (RR) St. Paul) 
Robert Perkins (RW) 
Millard Perstein (RW) 
Robert Rich (AP) 
John Spencer (CE) 
Robert Tantzen (HO) 
Donn Combelic) .Chairman (RW) 

The following persons attended the Thursday meeting only: 

Ed Dodge (ML) 
Leo Kennedy (RR) St. Paul) 
Richard Petonke (CE) 
J. Wegstein) National Bureau of Standards 

The following persons attended the Friday meeting only : 

Agenda 

Roger Bate (CE) 
Harry Davis (White Sands) 
Robert Douthitt (RR) S.F.) 
Bernard Dove (ML) 

The Policy Committee recommended the following items for the agenda of the 
Program Development Committee: 

1. Progress Report on USE Compiler. 
2. Proposed changes to USE Compiler . 
3. Question Period on USE Compiler. 
4. Presentation of Boeing Compiler. 
5. Review of Programming and Coding commitments by the member 

organizations. 

The 90mmittee tentatively added to this agenda the following items: 

6. Use of peripheral equipment by the various installations. 
7. Possible re-definition of standard USE machine. 



~-

8. Report on generalized print edit routine progress . 
9. Future coding assi~ents. 

10. Discussion of interpretive routine plans and requirements. 

Items 7 and 9 were not considered by the committee. Item 7 appeared to overlap 
the assignment to the Machine Modification Committee . 

The Boeing Compiler 

Don Cook (BA) reported on the progress and on the major specifications of 
the Boeing Compiler. The coding of the Boeing Compiler is about 50% completed 
and the first check out version of the compiler will include the following 
features. 1) Ability to read symbolic instructions 2) ability to handle 
pseudo-codes 3) ability to assign storage automatically 4) a preliminary 
diagnostic routine 5) binary card output. Initially the input will be magnetic 
tape which has been transcribed from cards containing one instruction .or line 
of coding per card. As indicated above, the initial output will be binary cards; 
Boeing expects to use paper tape to some extent in the futur~ and eventually 
go into a fully magnetic tape operation. Some other features of the compiler 
presented were the following: 

1. There will be no item number associated with each line of coding; 
rather the compiler will assign monotonically increasing integers to 
the instructions as they are processed so that the output lines of 
coding will have a number associated with them. 

2. The use of pseudo-instructions is different from that of the USE 
Compiler: the operations part of a pseudo-code line of coding refers 
to the subroutine itself and this may be followed by several addresses. 
For example, for the sine-cosine subroutine, the u-address would specify 
the location. of the argument, the v-address would specify the desired 
location of the result. The compiler will generate the appropriate 
calling sequence which in this case would be a TP for the argument 
and RJ to the subroutine followed then by a TP to transfer the result 
to the indicated location. In the case of subroutines requiring more 
arguments and control words, these would be specified in additional 
addresses. The least used parameters will be the last written address 
parts of this pseudo-instruction. Thus, if the programmer does not 
wish to specify some information, he may leave off the last of the 
several addresses regularly required. An example given had to do 
with a subroutine which would form the dot product of two vectors in 
floating point: the first address is the location of one vector, the 
next address the location of the other vector, the third address the 
location to which the product is to be sent, the next address how many 
elements, and the next address how much lost significance can be 
tolerated. In this case, the last address may be left off if it is not 
useable in any particular program. 

3. For use with the compiler, Boeing has developed a specialized tape 
handling routine which essentially allows redistribution of information 
from magnetic tape into any of several useful forms. The compiler 
requires information in blocks of 240 words. A particular application 
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of thi s r outine might be t o segment the or i ginal i nput t ape int o 
a tape containing 240-word records with appropriate sentinel blocks. 

4. The Boeing Compiler incorporates an input-output generator routine . 
The format of the output, including the heading line, the type of 
numbers, the layout of the printing, etc., is specified with a 
sequence of pseudo-codes. One of these pseudo-codes introduces a .'./.., 
so-called sample line which can be processed by the input-output 
generator to produce the coding which will print out the line in the 
form indicated in the sample. 

5. The system associated with the compiler includes a generalized diag­
nostic routine. This routine occupies a fixed location in core 
memory at all times . It can be entered by a programmer at any time, 
it is also entered as a result of executing an interpr.et instruction, 
when a program interrupt takes place, when an alarm exit is encountered 
in a subroutine. The routine uses the Flexowriter for brief output which 
gives information about the type of error, the location in the main 
program, and any other information appropriate to the case in point. 
The complete generalized diagnostic routine occupies, in addition to 
125 words in the core memory, about 25 blockettes on magnetic tape. 
That part of the diagnostic routine entered via the alarm exit from 
subroutines finds certain informat i on in the Q-register and the accumu­
lator at the time of the alarm exit to the diagnostic .Tout ine . The 
Q-register is used to contain not more than 6 flexocode characters 
which are immediately printed out on the Flexowriter identifying the 
type of alarm. The accumulator OP code contains a number specifying 
how many control words are to be printed by the diagnostic routine and 
the v-address part contains a comment number which references some 
cells containing Flexowriter information which when printed give a 
fuller explanation of the error . The sign bit in the accumulator is 
used to specify whether or not the stop is recoverable . If the stop 
is recoverable, the sign bit is made a 1 and after the appropriate 
tnformation has been printed on the Flexowriter the program may be 
continued by punching the start button . If the stop is not recover­
able, the master diagnostic routine in core memory dumps all of 
core memory on magnetic tape and then reads in from tape part 2 of 
the diagnostic routine which takes over from there, its course of 
action depending on the type of error detected. 

Don Cook (BA) indicated that Boeing may be able to get a writeup of the Boeing 
Compiler circulated to all USE members in the near future. It was agreed that 
this would be a most valuable document. Some comments about certain features 
above were as follows. Rich (AP) suggested printing all numbers in both octal 
and floating point on any static memory dump routine. The specifications of the 
format of the output generator were discussed briefly, particularly with 
reference to us ing s ome kind of a mat r ix s cheme for describing the l ayout of 
an entire page. The comment was made that this was a r elatively diffi cult 
and hard to use method compared to the method of using successive pseudo-codes 
to describe the various lines of the page layout . 



-4-

Verfying 

The RR representative had indicated that a Unitape Verifier will not be avail­
able for perhaps a year. As a consequence, the subject of verification without 
a verifier was discussed in the meeting. Boeing is emphasizing at the present 
time the punching of cards followed by card-to-tape conversion with magnetic 
tape then becoming the primary input to their compiler. They expect to punch 
only one deck of cards, then run that through the card-to-tape converter, 
list this tape on the high-speed printer, and proof read that print-out 
visually by comparing with the original manuscript. This procedure is admit­
tedly only provisional mainly because Boeing has no experience with the 
Unitapes and no card verifying punch. They expect to paste appropriate tabs 
on the keys of the 026 card punch to conform with the output of t he high-speed 
printer. Presumably this would simplify the task of the typist in producing 
an output which will conform, or rather which will produce conformity, between 
the high-speed printer output and the original manuscript . 

'O~LE::Tt: 
Dewey (Mt) said that at Lockheed they expe ct to produce two Unityped tapes and 
use the machine to check one against the other and have the machine decide which 
tape is correct. Clearly resupposes that one of the tapes is in fact 
complet ely corr ct, which occur so infrequently as~~make this system 
impractical. --

, Spencer (CE) has had some experience with the Uniservo tape units on the Army 
Map Service UNIVAC. When there are only a few di screpancies between the two 
tapes which are prepared at this UNIVAC installation, they can be compared by 
the machine and the programmer can select and inform the computer which tape 
is correct for each discrepancy. The machine then produces a third tape with 
the correct version of those entries which disagree . 

At the ' request of the Chairman, Joe Wegstein of the National Bureau of Standards 
talked:~briefly of his tape comparison experience on the NORC computer. On that 
rrachin~ 'the original input is cards and during subsequent running and check-
out of a given problem the updated programs are kept on magnetic tape . He 
uses two tape records alternating from one tape to the other with the new 
updated version. If the most recent version is destroyed, the previous one 
is still available and the written record of the changes can be incorporated 
again to update the program. At the SEAC installation two paper teletype tapes 
are prepared and compared visually before the correct one is inscribed to 
magnetic wire. Wegste i n als o pointed out t hat if t wo tapes are prepared wi th 
the intent of comparing them, to produce a t hird corr ect t ape, it i s helpf ul 
if the typewriter operators are experienced and ar e able to use the t ouch system 
in tape preparation--in addition it is important that the types cript produced 
during typing compare di rect l y with the manuscript from \"hich t he typing j,s 
being done. 

Rich (AP) is gOing to have a card system i n operation and expe cts) 
at least at first) to emphasize card input on their 1103A. He made the point 
that unless the overall ease and excellence of Unityper operation is far better 
than that of cards, it did not appear to them that they should go over to 
direct magnetic tape input using Unitypers . 
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Combelic (Rlv) pointed out that the Univac people had on some occasions prepared 
three Unityper tapes and used the machine to compare them , r esolving dis crepan ­
cies on a two out of three basis. They found that in no case did the two out 
of three choice lead to an incorrect tape. Of course t he UNIVAC was producing 
a fourth tape which was correct on the two out of thr ee basis. 'l'his suggest i on 
of a method of verfying input magnetic tapes was received in a manner that 
prompted Joe Wegstein of National Bureau of Standards to describe a project he 
has been working on for the past few months . 

A paraphrase of his remarks i s given here . Many of the programmers at NBS 
have an opportunity to pr ogram and check out rout i nes on a great var iety of 
machines: for example, 704, UN IVAC, NORC, SEAC, 701, 110}A, etc . On the basis 
of his experience at these various installations , Wegste in r eached t he conclu­
sion that some installations may not be using their peripheral equipment in the 
most efficient way considering the type of problems, the main computer, and 
the nature of the input -output equipment available. He is working on the design 
of a mathematical model of an operations system for a di gital comput er . The 
objective is to obtain a figure, or figures, of merit by which the efficiency 
of an operational system including informat ion about all the inout equipment, 
etc., could be measured in a scientific manner. The simplest model would be 
some kind of a weighted sum, where the initial determinations of the weighting 
coefficients would be made on an empirical basis . This means that some initial 
guess at the values of these weighting coefficients and the form of the function 
would be made and then the constants for a particular installation (for example, 
card reading speed, tape speed) would be put into the function. The fi gure of 
merit would then be evaluated for that installation. This would be repeated 
for other installations and a subjective evaluation of their operation would 
be compared to the figures of merit obtained by this mathematical model . On 
this basis it is hoped that some adjustment of the weighting coefficients could 
be made so as to produce a function which would yield useable figures of merit 
for other proposed i nstallations, or perhaps show how an establi shed install a­
t ion mi ght i mprove its oper at i on. If Heg stein can come up ,lith a mathematical 
model of an operational system of a digital computer which can yi eld fairly good 
results, it will be a great step forward in deciding que st i ons of t he t ype j ust 
discussed here, namely ver ifying. 

The USE Compiler 

Bob Perkins (RW) gave an oral report on the pr ogre s s i n pl anning , coding , and 
checking out of the USE Compiler . A copy of this r eport is attached as the 
last page of this report. In summary, Perkins reported that the compiler i s 
more than 90% flow charted, about 50% coded and 40% checked out. He expects 
t hat the first check-out version of the compiler will be ready for check out ' 
on the Lockheed 1103A about October 22. This version of the compiler will be abl e 
to translate a simple program from beginning to end. As the bugs are removed from 
this version, new sections will be inserted as their coding and preliminary check 
out is completed. Perkins reported that 7 people are now working nearly full­
time at RW on the USE Compiler. He was unable to give an exact date when the 
USE Compiler as now specified would be completed . However, it appears that a 
version which will handle most cases will be ready approximately December 1. 
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Perkins distributed the "USE Compiler Programming Manual I" to the members 
present. Additional copies may be obtained through the Executive Secretary 
of USE. Perkins pointed out that the Manual was not as complete as he would 
like to have had it. There are no examples in the writeup and some features 
could probably be explained in more detail. RW expects to produce the 2nd 
edition in time for the next USE meeting . It will include examples, perhaps 
some appendices giving detailed explanations where required. Also those 
parts of the present report which may be found unclear will be rewritten or 
expanded as required. It is hoped that considerable feedback on this Programming 
Manual will be obtained from the members of USE so that the next manual can be 
improved and made more useable. 

RW has assumed the responsibility of developing a Compiler Reference Manual which 
will contain a description of how the compiler works, all the pertinent flow 
charts and annotated coding and explanations of the overall plan . This Manual 
will then serve as a reference for people who have the responsibility at their 
installation for keeping the compiler working, making changes as required, etc. 
This represents a major undertaking and i n anticipation of this, all flow 
charts associated with the compiler have been kept up -to-date during the 
coding of the programs. 

Changes in the USE Compiler 

Certain changes had been suggested in t he USE Compiler by Roger Bate (CE ) . 

1. "Permit subroutines to refer to other subrout ines " . 

Perkins indicated that this change had been communicated by Bate about 
6 weeks before the USE Meeting and that the fac i lity requested has been 
included in the USE Compiler. 

2. "Permit use of L(C) in subroutines or establish a constant pool of of ten­
used constants " . 

Perkins reported that i t would be very di ffi cult to permit the use of 
L(C) in subroutine s . Further, it had been previously agreed by the USE 
Organization that there would not be a constant pool. 

'3. "Subroutine temporary pool of required length which can be shared by all 
subroutines in a compiled r outine ". 

Perkins pointed out that the first part of the compiled region was a 
temporary storage pool of sufficient length to handle any subroutine which 
had been incorporated by the USE Compiler. The location of the first cell 
of the temporary pool corresponds to the first cell of the compiled region, 
and is controllable. This location may be specified by use of the COMPAT 
control word. 
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4. "Names of subroutines to be two-character installation code and four 
alphanumeric characters instead of USE xxx". 

Perkins reported that the USE designation had been abandoned shortly 
after the previous report was written and that the suggested two­
character installation code followed by four alphanumeric characters 
system was being used in the USE Compiler in its present version. 

The above four changes were suggested by Bate--all except no. 2 have been 
incorporated in the USE Compiler . 

The first version of the USE Compiler will assume a standard high-speed 
printer and a standard Unityper. For installations which will have the 
modified high-speed printer and the modified Unityper the compiler can be 
changed without too much difficulty. Also the present version is designated 
to operate with 4,096 registers oP core memory. A simple change will allow 
the compiler to take advantage of either 8,192 or 12,288 core memory registers. 
The compiled region unless otherwise located by the programmer will occupy the 
high address end of the core memory storage--consequently, the ability of the 
compiler to be changed as just indicated may be important. 

Further discussion of the USE Compiler was deferred until the following day 
so that the committee members and others would have a chance to read Programming 
Manual I. 

Coding Responsibilities of Member Organizations 

A check-back on coding assignments for common function subroutines and elemen­
tary input-output subroutines was made at this time. The common function 
assignments as previously agreed upon were confirmed as follows : 

1. Exponential Stated and Floating Point - Ramo-Wooldridge 
2. Logarithm Stated and Floating Point - Remington Rand 
3. Square Root Stated and Floating Point - Remington Rand 
4. Sine-Cosine Stated Point - Remington Rand 
5. Sine-Cosine Floating Point - Ramo-Wooldridge 
6. Arcsine -Arcosine Stated and Floating Point - Remington Rand 
7. Arctangent Stated and Floating Point - Ramo-Wooldridge 

The elementary input-output routines assignments and progress are as follows: 

1. Floating-Point Data Tape Input - Lockheed 
2. Octal Data Tape Input - Lockheed 
3. Stated-Point Data Tape Output Off-line. Boeing has completed this 

routine but it will have to be changed in some respects. Boeing will 
carry out this work and circulate the information. No assignment 
of the online version of this routine has been made . 

4. Floating-Point Data Tape Output - Remington Rand. The off-line version 
of this routine has been completed; Remington Rand is working on the 
on-line version. 

5. Variable Field Card Input Stated Point, Floating Point, and Octal. 
Lockheed has assumed the responsibility for this routine and as soon 
as it is completed, they will circulate the information. 
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6. Jump Trace Routine. Lockheed is working on this routine and will 
present a report on it at the next USE Meeting. 

Rich (AP) is working on a card input routine wherein the first five columns 
comprise a storage address, this is t hen followed by 12 six-digit number fields. 

Question Period on USE Compiler 

On Friday morning the first item was a question and answer period on the USE 
Compiler. Rich (AP) had several questions on the writeup which were answered 
by Perkins. Some of the questions arose merely because of minor ambiguities 
in the description of certain features of the compiler. Perkins made notes 
on these questions and in the next version of the Programming Manual the 
writeup will be changed to obviate most of the questions in the future. The 
inclusion of examples in the Programming Manual should enhance its value and 
also answer a great many questions similar to those asked during this period 
of the committee meeting. 

Generalized Print Edit Routine 

Zonars (WF) handed out a three page report on specifications for a generalized 
print edit routine which had been prepared at his installation since the last 
USE Meeting. Copies of this report may be obtained from the Executive Secre­
tary of USE . Study of the report showed that Zonars and his people had given 
a great deal of thought to the problem and had come up with a workable system. 
However, it did appear that there had been some misunderstanding about the 
type of generalized print edit routine which the other members of USE had in 
mind at the time the project was assigned to Wright Field and the CorpSof 
Engineers. Zonars reported that he and his people had been unable to get 
together with anyone from the Corps of Engineers since the last meetingj so 
that the original plan of planned cooperation was not possible. The chairman 
of the committee and a couple of other members tendered their apologies to 
Zonars because of this misunderstanding and it was agreed that the USE Organi­
zation wanted to take a bigger step toward a generalized edit routine than that 
indi cated in the specifications submitted by Wright Field, 

Roger Bate (CE) reported· briefly on a scheme he had thought about for specifying 
output format in a general way. His scheme essentially consists of an inter­
pretive routine which could interpret 8 different instructions which could 
be used to control output format. Talmadge (ML) suggested that perhaps the 
output edit routine should be of the generator type, for example, "sample 
lines" to specify the format. Considerable discussion of these and other 
schemes followed without much agreement. 

It was finally agreed that representatives of Wright Field, Corp of Engineers, 
and the Applied Physics Laboratory would meet at the Corp of Engineers in 
Washington D.C. about November 1st to try to reach agreement on specifications 
of the generalized print output edit routine, It was further agreed that 
Roger Bate would act as the Eastern representative at a meeting to be held 
in Palo Alto, California, about the middle of November. This meeting would be 
attended by Bate of the Corp of Engineers and representatives of RamO-Wooldridge, 
Lockheed Missiles, and Boeing. At this time Bate would present the tentative 



specifications agreed upon at the Washington meeting . The objective of the 
Palo Alto meeting is to come up with a mutually agreed upon set of specifica­
tions for an output editing routine. 

TRANSUSE Conversion - Holloman 

Tantzen (HO) reported that progress has been considerable. They expect to 
complete the checkout of t he TRANSUSE conversion program by the end of October 
using the Lockheed Computer in Palo Alto . Certain changes have been made 
in the TRANSUSE language so that it can be handled by the USE Compiler. Tantzen 
distributed copies of a Programming Manual for people wishing to code in the 
TRANSUSE system . 

Tantzen asked informally that the organizations report on their plans for using 
the peripheral equipment with their 1103A . Each member briefly reported on 
how he planned to use the equipment immediately after his computer arrived and 
also how he thought this use would develop in the future. One thing seemed to 
be pretty generally agreed upon, namely, that even though some organizations 
plan to use paper tape i.n the beginning, its use will gradually decrease in 
their installations . Boeing plans to emphasize card equipment rather heavily 
at first but eventually expects to go over to almost a full magnetic tape opera­
tion . Other installations indicated that they expected to use paper tape tem­
porarily but gradually this will be replaced by card input and output and then 
later by magnetic tape input and output. 

The formal meeting of the Program Development Committee adjourned after some 
further discussions and with the agreement that an extra session would take 
place after the general meeting approximately 4 : 30 that same afternoon. 

Discussions at Extra Session 

The discussions at this meeting were informal . Some interest was expressed in 
an interpretive routine using double precision floating point operation . At 
the present time the exact form of a double precision floating point number 
has not been decided by the USE Organization. The so-called double charac­
teristic system which allows a 54-bit mantissa and the single characteristic 
system with a 62-bit mantissa are the two possibilities. An experimental 
approach to find out which of these is the best, in some sense, is indicated 
and Remington Rand said that they have done some research in this matter 
and will report their results at some future time. There was brief discussion 
of matrix abstraction routines . Ed Dodge (ML) indicated that Lockheed may 
produce a matrix abstraction for use on the 1103A. Remington Rand reported 
that they are flow charting a generalized tape handling routine which allows 
for automatic recovery from any tape error. Also, they reported that the 
Unimatic Algebraic Coding System is approximately 90% flow charted and 10% 
coded. 

It appeared from the tone of the discussion that it would not be possible to 
make any coding assignments about matrix abstractions or interpretive routines 
at this ti~e. It was agreed that any organization that produced such a routine 
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would make it available to other members after it had been checked out at 
the originating installation. There was interest in discussing other matters, 
but time did not permit. 

The Program Development Committee will meet again at the next USE Meeting in 
Washington D.C. with the Applied Physics Laboratory and Remington Rand acting 
as hosts, January 9, 10, and 11, 1957. 

Respectfully submitted) 

Donn Combelic) Chairman 
Program Development Committee 
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USE COMPILER PROGRESS REPORT 

October 4, 1956 

This report covers progress on the USE Compiler since the USE 

Meeting in Minneapolis on July 12 and 13, 1956. During this period the 

following persons at R-W have worked on the compiler: Sue Knapp and Phyllis 

Van Liew, full-time, and Millard Perstein and Bob Perkins, about three­

fourths time. 

Progress can be reported in four areas: Specifications, Flow 

Charts, coding and check out, Programming Manual. 

1. The suggestion of Roger Bate (CE) and others that cross refer­

encing among subroutines be permitted has been investigated. Although not 

included in the original specifications, this certainly seems desirable. The 

difficulties involved have been overcome and this feature is now included in 

the compiler. Normally the compiler will insure that all necessary subsidiary 

subroutines are in the compiled region. The programmer may override this, hO,l­

ever, and specify that a copy of the subsidiary subroutine at any specified 

location is to be used. 

2. Detailed flow charts for about 90% of the compiler have been 

completed and kept up-to-date. In addition, many pages of lists, charts 

and notes describing in detail the operation of various parts of the compiler 

have been written up. 

3. About 2200 lines of coding have been written or about half of the 

4000 to 5000 which will be required. Of these about 1600 have been checked 

out on the 1103. Some of the remaining 600 are currently being checked out 

on the 1103. The rest are tape routines which require the 1103A for check out. 

The first parts of the compiler to be coded have been selected so that they 
• 

may be tied together to form a package for check out. It is expected that such 

a check out package will be ready for checl~ out on the Lockheed 1103A in 

Palo Alto sometime during the last half of October . As the remaining par ts of 

the compiler are coded and checked out they will be added . 

4. The first version of a Programming Manual for the USE Compiler 

has been completed . It provides the experienced programmer with the information 

ordinarily needed to prepare a problem using the compiler. The Progr~ing 

Manual will be supplemented, at a later date, with illustrative examples and 

with a Reference Manual which explains the operation of the compiler in detail. 

Report prepared by: R. Perkins, RW 
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TENTATIVE AGmIDA 

EIGHTH USE MEETING 

9-11 Januar,y 1957 

I PLACE: Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

HOST INSTALLATION: Applied Physics Laboratory or 
The Johns Hopkins University 

II TIME SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, 9 Janu8!Y 19,7 

A. Policy Committee (Closed) 8:30 a.m. 

B. General Session, 11:00 a.m. 

C. Lunch, 12:00 Noon 

D. Colloquium Talk, 1100 p.m. 

E. Committee Meetings (Open), 2:30 p.m. 

F. Colloquium (Restricted), 2: 30 p.m. 

Thurs'day, 10 J 8llU8!Y 19.57 

A~ Working Committee Meetings, 9:00 a.m. 

B. Colloquium, 9:00 a.m. 

c. Lunch, 12: 00 Noon 

D. Committee Meetings, 1.30 p.m. 

E. Colloquium, 1:30 p.m. 

Friday, 11 Janua;r 1957 

A. Open, 9:00 a.m. 

B. Poliqy Committee Meeting (Closed), 9.00 a.m. 

C. Lunch, 12:00 Noon 

D'. General Session, 1:30 p.m. 
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III 

A. 

....... .. , .. 
~ 2 .. :.. . . 

ITmS FOR COMMITTEE CONSIDERATICfi 

Administrative 

Nominations for Chairman and Executive Secretary for 
fiscal year 1957. 

2. Approval of minutes of previous meeting. 

3. Action on committee reports of previous meeting. 

v; 4. Wh1 ther bound the Colloquia? 

/~ 5. Date and place of next meeting •. 

vtr 6. Computing time available to USE as an organization. 

r 

RlcL.. 
f~"VI 0('1,,,( ("'1 Cur, 

~ 7. Action on committee recommendations, if any, present meeting. 

~ 8. Review of basic policies of USE; particularly with respect 
tol 

~ ,{. Mail voting 
~ / b. Salesmen . 
~ 1 w"ar fA d.o CJJI/I.. o(A d.-HlV1lW.<W , 

V (0 . 'l:.X5Cuft':'t S~~1M~. 
B. Non-Administrative 

1. Status of Programming Manual - ~ tl1Yt,,1 
I s· ~Ic/k 

a. Pres~errlt'fn 
~d a committee-be--f'or!iiEi<ito draft final version? -

/ 2. Reconsideration of minimum USE machine. 

1. Tape handling in the absence of a verifier. 

~ Availabili ty of Uniservo Rings to prevent accidental writing. 

~ O(.. 5. Comm1ttments for service routines. 

?OC 6. High speed printer generalized edit routine. 

\/'VV' 7. Report on compiler.(RW) 

~. Status of USE machine modification requests. C~. s . (rIA) 

Fpc. 9. Report on TRANSUSE. (HO) • 

~C/ · /0 . (,al~OiPj of u s&' ir''()l ....... s.. 
vi i . MlL c L ~t ,"-<"Jl~lC~ 

Ypc.. 1"2... · MAFIA ..\1~u..SSI~ 'DI SC.U.SS ( n.. rfi IIY- f I 00 Il 

v i"? V", I+-IL~ _ /1 tttl 
,/ Iii 
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REPORT OF THE MATHEMATICAL CG1MITTEE FOR THE WASHINGTON MEETING 

January 9-11, 1957 

The theme of this meeting was Spectral Analysis. There were four 

colloquia and a business meeting. The first colloquium was the keynote 

address to the entire USE assembly. Attendance at the other meetings 

ranged from 12 to 22 people. The speakers were: 

Harry Press, NACA Langley Field - Ke,ote speaker 

L. M. Spetner, Applied Physics Laboratory 

Joseph Carlson, Lockheed Missiles • 
IN %.It )1 ~ '::;/lo...c J; IZ. "'" ~ _ tV" 0 I t/IJ ~ 
Each of these m~e very excellent presentations. Few of the 

committee memeers knew much of tee topic before they came but feel they 

have learned a great deal from four such experts. Details of the talks 

will be given in the minutes of Ute Committee. 

The Mathematical Committee wishes the Policy Committee to take 

action on the following items: 

1. To select a caairman for the Mathematical Committee. The 

Mathematical Committee nominates 

~~sA. Ward, ~llo~n 
David Young, Ramo-Wooldridge 

Werner L. Frank, R.aloo-Wooldridge 

2. To select a theme for the next mathematical colloquia. The 

Mathematical Committee recommends 

/a. Ordinary differential equations 

b. Reports on status of tee programs of 
previousteemes: curve fitting and frequency 
analysis 
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\L~ L_ 
~o ~ 5~5t.~ To rule on the desirability of the keynote speaker 

being furnisked by tke Ma'Bwmatical Committee at the next meeting, 

or at each meeting. 

rio 4. To rule on the payment of an thnorarium to invited 

speak~ If such is desirable, should it be paid by Remington Rand 

on by the Host installation? 

5. To act on tke following recommendations: 

Tke Mathematical Committee recommends: 

Ii'-a. An l103A program f.rOm spectral analysis be written to 

conform with the specification given below. 

b. Tke takk of writing this be assigned to APL (APL aas 

announced willingness to do so.) 

. ~~~ 
ames A. Ward - Temporary Ckairman 

Werner L. Frank - Secretary 
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR PROGRAM lOR AUTOCORRELATION AND SPECTRAL ANALYSIS 

1. Tee program should follow the Tukey method. 

2. The program should be for the minimum 1103A and for core 
storage. 

3. Tee input and output routines sbould not be included. 

The data should be assumed to We in a specified place 

and the answers ee left in a specified place. 

4. The data should be 1im1 ted to 4 decimal digits and all 

computations should be in fixed point. 

5. Tee number of lags should be left as a parameter. 

6. Tee data storage should follow the lag storage space 

so teat the data storage should be longer for a small 

numeer of lags. 

7. Tee output shhuld include the mean, the autocorrelation 

result, and the spectrum density. 

8. The coding should be sectional to permit eas,y modification 

and insertion )y the using installations. 
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USE OrganizaH.on 

Special Rep,.rt 

5 January 1957 

Basic UNIVAC Tape Servi'~ing Routines 

The following report was submitted '1:.0 the Executive Secretary by 
Mr. Richard H. Petonke, (CE), in correspondence dated 17 December 1956. 
This information was requested of Mr. Petonke at the Seventh Meeting of 
USE in Los Angeles, 4, 5 October 1956. Similar information was reported 
by Mr. Jules Mersel (RR) at the February 16, 17 meeting of USE, and can 
be found on pages 3, 4 of the Program Development Committee report for 
that meeting. 

"This report intends to deal with only those routines whose purposes 
are strictly for servicing magnetic tapes, not for servicing data ,or 
written programs. ,A file maintenance system will have to be developed 
for servicing data, and a diagnostic scheme for servicing programs. 

Basic tape servicing routines can be placed into three categories I 

1. Comparators 
2. Correctors 
3. Locators 

1. Comparators 
This type of routine compares two or more copies of information 

listing all discrepancies with their locations either on magnetic 
tape or on Supervisory Control typewriter. ·A probable extension 
would be to produce a correct output tape from the discrepant, in­
put tapes. 

2. Correctors 
The basic operation employed in this type of routine is to copy 

a tape or a portion of a tape to anot.her tape making the necessary 
changes to the information when it is placed in the memory. Various 
options can be added. For example, copy without corrections, skip 
through a tape forward or backwar'd, rewind tapes, and change the 
write density on tape. 

The supervisory operati.ons can be controlled ' manually for "spur 
of the moment" changes, or by auxiliary .input prepared in advance. 

I 

An example of an automatic corrector routine is AC4 (Autocorrector, 
Model 4). Both the new word and the old ,.rord are entered on the cor-
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rection tape along with the blook and word' 1008.tion. These correction 
items must be in asoending sequenoe by block number. Before a cor­
rection is made, the original word is compared with the supposed 
original word from the correction tape as an added check for a pro­
gramming error. 

Another type of corrector is a rearrangement routineo This can 
alter the alignment err words within an item, items within blocks, or 
can expand item sizes, introduce constants 1rlithin items, etc.. This 
same idea has been expanded to t\IO tapes by the Army Map Service in 
a routine called the 2-tape Rearrange, Pertinent information stored 
on two tapes concerning an individual item can be merged in a variety 
of ways producing one complete item on one tape.. It also can be 
adapted as a straight two-way merge. 

3. Locators 
The principal purpose here is to locate a particular program, 

block, word, or partial 1rlord. Locate might mean to position the 
reading head in the space preceding a desired program or a partic­
ular block. It can also mean to print on the supervisory control 
typewriter the exact location or locations of a unique word or 
partial 1rlord. If no such, "lord is found there might be a typeout 
to that effecto 

A locator routine is a standard part of most library tapes, 
being recorded in the first blockse Upon initial reading the first 
block and transferring control to the routine, the locator finds the 
desired program and reads it into the computer memory, transferring 
control to the entranceJ.line of that desired routine. 

There are several omniferous rmltines 
bined feat,rres from all three categories. 
Omnibus. An additional feature of Omnibus 
tape,te. it will type out or write on tape 
successive block of a tape. 

in existence which have com­
Two of them are Mark VIII and 
is the ability to sample a 
any desired word of each 

These particular types of routin€;ls are in frequent 'ua8 at UNIVAC 
installations and they will undoubtedly greatly influence our own de­
cisions about tape servicing routines. u 

~~ 
Leo B. Kenn'Bdy, 
Executive Secretary, 



Mr. Wayne M. A8IIloth 
Remington Rand Uni V8 c 
Univac Park 
St. Paul 16, Minnesota 

Dear Mr. Aamoth: 

(1) 

We should like to impress upon you the severe handicap which is being 
inflicted on design of adequate tape input systems by the absence of 
tape verifying equipment. In several contemplated systems, the speed 
advantages of tape over cards are being almost completely negated by 
non-existence of off-line verification equipment. 

It is our understanding that this equipment will be available after 
July, 1957. We earnestly hope that this schedule will not slip and 
further hope that some accelleration may be possible. Although we 
understand that Univac users have lived with this equipment deficiency 
for years, ~ feel that certain differences in design and operating 
techniques intensify the handicap inflicted on llOJA users. 

It is further requested that a manual describing the operating spec­
ificetions for this equipment be prepared and be made available prior 
to the availability date of the equipment. 

Very truly yours, 
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Wayne M. Aamot.h 
Remington Rand Univac 
Univac Park 
St. Paul 16, Minnesota 

Dear Mr. Aamoth: 

~ The USE organization has been informed that the engineering 
required to incorporate locking rings on the present l103A Uniservos 
has been initiated. As members of this organization we urgently request 
that the finished product incorporate the following behaviour: if a 
Uniservo is referenced ~ a Write EF instruction when the locking ring 
is in position, the computer will wait for further action before executing 
any subsequent commands. In effect, this is identical to the behaviour 
previously requested when referencing a tape unit in the "not readyR status. 

It is further requested that suitable indication, preferably 
lights on the Uniservo, be provided for this occurrence, and indeed for 
any reference of a Servo in the "not ready" status during execution of 
a program. 

Very truly yours, 



· . 

Mr. "Wayne M. Aamoth 
Remington Band Univac 
Univac Park 
st. ~aul 16, Minnesota 

Dear Mr. Aamoth: 

(3) 

At the USE meeting of 9-11 January 1957 in Washington, D. C. a new 
committee, called Installation Operations, met for the first time .. 
One of the functions of· this committee was to discuss possible modifications 
of the 1103A, particularly with respect to indication aids for the 
machine operator. 

I 

The discussion showed that the following items would be desirable 
as operating features: 

1) A light on the Uniservo indicating the WRI'l'E mode of operation. 

2) Two rows of five lights on each Uniservo to indicate the 
logical assignment of the Uniservo. 

3) A bank of lights on the Uniservo to indicate the status of the 
Uniservo imder any mode of operation. 

I A bell under control of a switch on the operators console to 
indicate when the computer stops. 

Therefore we, as members of USE, request that you investigate the 
possibility of incoporating the above features as integral parts of 
the 1103A computer . 

Very truly yours, 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF USE 

Washington, D. C. 

9-11 January 1957 

Wednesdgy, 9 Janu~ 1957 

I. Policy Committee Meeting, morning session. 

1. The meeting was called to order at 8: 45 a. m. wi th the following members present: 

R. B. Talmadge (ML), Chairman 
R. P. Rich (AP) 
D. I. Cook (BA) 
B. C. Dove (ML) 
E. Joseph (RR) 
J. W. H. Spencer (CE) 
D. W. Gantner (RW) 
M. Green (HO) 
L. Fall (WF) -
L. B. Kennedy (RR), Executive Secretary 

2. Agenda preparation was the first item of business. The result was as followsl 

a. Policy Committee 

(1) 
(2) 
(.3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

(9) 
(10) 
-(11) 

Nominations for chairman and Executive Secretary for fiscal year 1957. 
Approval of minutes of previous meeting. 
Action on committee reports of previous meeting. 
Whither bound the colloquia? 
Date and place of next meeting. 
Computing time available to USE as an organizatioh. 
Action on committee recommendations, present meeting. 
Review of basic policies of USE, particularly with respect to 

a. Mail voting 
b. Salesmen 

StatuB of an ex-chairman. 
Clarification of duties of Executive Secretary. 
Progress of programming manu81. 

b. Program Development Committee 
Chairman: D. Combelic (RW). 

(1) Commitments for service routines. 
(2) Catalogue of USE programs. 
(3) High speed printer generalized edit routine. 
(4) Report on Compiler, (RW). 
(5) Report on Transuse, (HO). 
(6) Report on MAFIA, (ML). 
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c. Installations Operations Committee 
Chairmanr D. Cook (BA). 

(1) Reconsideration of minimum USE Machine. 
(2) Tape handling in the absence of a verifier. 
(3) Availability of Uniservo locking rings. 
(4) Status of USE modification requests. 
(5} Machine modifications: 

a. 3-way tape switch 
b. Status lights on Uniservos 
c. Programmed interrupt 

(6) Card to tape converter 
(7) Verifier. 

Again no attempt was made to set an agenda for this colloquium. Hml eve r, in view 
of the recommendations made at the previous meeting, and the evident need for clari­
fication of status, it was decided to hold a special session of the policy committee 
at lrOO p.m. to consider item A(4). 

3. The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved with the follow­
ing correctionsl 

a. In the report of the ad hoc committee on programming topics, the sentence 
on page 2, item 4, "Dick Petonke •••• paper tape." is in error and is deleted. 

b. The word "colloquium" should be substituted for the word "Committee" 
throughout the Proceedings of the Mathematics Committee. 

c. In the report of the Program Development Committee, page 4, the paragraph 
starting "Dewey (ML) saiel •••• " is in error and is deleted in fts entirety. 

4. From a discussion of the duties of the Executive Secretary it was evident that 
his presence at Policy Committee meetings was highly desirable. Therefore it was 
moved, seconded, and unanimously carried: "The Executive Secretary of the USE organi­
zation shall sit with the Policy Committee as a non-voting member." 

Gantner (RW) felt that the word "Executive" in the title implied au tho ri ty and 
responsibility not, in fact, held by the Secretary and moved: "The title of Executive 
Secretary be amended to read Secretary." After some discussion the motion was seconded, 
but was defeated upon a vote. 

5. Similarly, the following motion was seconded and carried unanimously: "An out­
going chairman of the USE Organization is invited to serve as a non-voting member of 
the Policy Committee for a period of one year." 

6. It was generally agreed that the Executive 
Rand in order to carry out his duties effectively. 
for Executive Secretary for the fiscal year 1951. 
Kennedy was unanimously elected. 

Secretary must be from Remington 
Joseph (RR) nominated Kennedy (RR) 

No other nominations were made, and 
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Nominations for chairman were as follows: 
Spencer (CE) nominated Rich (AP) second by Clark (OR) 
Green (HO) nominated Gant.n&r (RW), second by Dove (ML) 

The result of a closed ballot favored Rich. Spencer (CE) moved that the vote be made 
unanimous for Rich. The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

1. The session adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

II. Policy Committee, Special Session, 1 p.m. 

1. The somewhat lengthy discussion of the status of the mathematics colloquia is 
perhaps best summarized by the motion submitted by Gantner (RW) and unanimously 
carried. It reads as follows: 

a. The mathematics colloquia shall be made a regular standing co®nittee of 
the USE organization with a chairman appointed by the policy committee. 

b. The general subject for each meeting shall be chosen by the policy 
committee, usually from recommendations submitted by the mathematics 
committee. 

c. Although for some meetings the agenda of the mathematics committee may 
include some mathematical pre sentations of a general nature, the committee 
shall avoid becoming a "small mathematical society", but rather shall adopt 
as its principal objectives: 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

The exchange of working codes for mathematical subroutines; 
The description of computational experiences derived from using 
existing mathematical subroutines; 
The discussion of Pl omiSing mathematical methods with the idea of 
developing mathematical subroutines usi~ng these methods; 
The preparation of general specifications for proposed mathematical 
subroutines. In each case a member organization shall be designated 
to prepare more detailed specifications, and to develop a working 
machine program. 

2. The session was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

Friday, 11 Janua£y 1951 

I. Policy Committee, 9 a.m. 

1. The committee met at 9:15 a.m. 

2. After some discussion involving the length of time between meeting, the 
comnittee voted unanimously to accept the suggestion of Fall (WF) that the next USE 
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meeting be held at Dayton, Ohio on 17-19 April 1957. 

(NOTE: By a mail vote of the policy coml'li ttee Inemb(Jrs, the dates were changed to 
24.,26 April 1957 in order ,to avoid conflict ,-lith the Ea,ster Holidays). 

3. The decision as to time and place of the next meeting drew some interesting 
comment on the orgarization of the meetings. Spencer (CE) sugsested that the meetings 
be reduced to two (n days, ldth the policy com'nittee meeting the night prior to the 
first day. The point being that some organizations would find it difficult to send 
as many people to a three (3) day meeting as to a two (2) day meeting. 

Gantner (m·l) proposed that the meetings remain three 0) days long, but that only 
toe policy committee meet on the first day, with the committee meetings and general 
sessions not starting until the second day. The advantages of such an arrangement 
were perceived immediately, and the committee voted unanimous~ to try the procedure 
at the next meeting. 

L. The chairman next explained the basis on which Remington Rand had donated forty 
(La) hours of machine time to USE as an organization, to be administered, in the absence 
of a directive from the policy committee, by the chairman. He pointed out that the 
time must be taken on either the Lockheed or Boeing Machines on an extra shift basis 
(thus not interfering with the regularly scheduled shift); that of the original forty 
(La) hours, twenty-one (21) had been used by Holloman for checkout of TRANSUSE, and ten 
(10) by Ramo-Wooldridge for the Compiler; and that apologies were due for the somewhat 
haphazard adr,ri.nistration of the tim·e up to now. 

During the discussion which followed, the policy colTltlli ttee decided that: 

a. Talmadge (ML) should continue to administer tbe time, co-ordinating 
with the new chairman, Rich (AP), and with Helwig (RR). 

b. The compiler should have top priority. Ramo-Wooldridge, therefore, 
lV'ould be given all the remaining time, and a good percentage of any 
mort~ which might be forthcoming. 

It was also poj_nted out that if Remington Rand wished to donate more time, it should 
be done soon, since the need for this time would disappear as the members received 
their machines. 

5. Rich (AP) volunteered to go through the minutes of this and the previous 
meetings in order to document the administrative decisions of the policy committee. 
The document to be prepared will, upon acceptance by the policy committee, replace 
the document of 22 May 1956 entitled, IIA statement of the Basic Policies of the USE 
organization". This offer '-las accepted unanimously. 

6. During the discussion involving the procedure of mail voting , it was evident 
that the only serious objection to a mail vote was that those organizations which , were 
vehemently against the item in question could not adequately express their views. 
Consequently, the item might be accepted without complete consideration. 

Rich (AP) suggested that as a matter of operating procedure, a single no in a mail 
vote, which otherwise would pass in com~:ti ttee, would be sufficient to defeat the item. 
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In that event, hOl-leVer, it would automatically go on the agenda for the next meeting. 
This suggestlon was adopted, and the Executive Secretary, Kennedy (RR), was instructed 
to act according to this procedure. 

7. Dove (ML) raised a question as to the status of non-voting members; more specifi­
cally, he .-las concerned with the lack of responsibility incumbent upon such membership. 
From thf~ ensuing commentary it seemed that non-voting members would be able to obtain 
essentially all · the benefits of the USE oreanization without ever attending a meeting. 

Joseph (RR) made the following motion: that a subcommittee be appointed ·to redefine 
the status of non-voting members of the USE organization. After some discussion, the 
motion was seconded and carried. Dove (ML), Cook (BA), Gantner (RW), and Kennedy (RR) 
were appolnted as members of the subcommittee. This subcommittee will report their 
recommendations to the policy conunittee at the next USE meeting. 

8. Joseph (RR) was appointed a subco~~ttee of one to arrange for a technical 
discussion of the file computer, the file computer drum, the card to tape converter, 
and the verifier at the next USE meeting. 

9. Action on committee reports of the previous meeting. 

a. Programming topics Committee: No action pending report of the Program 
Development committee on COrruTli tments for service routines. 

b. Program Development Co~nittee: No action. 

c. Hathematics Committee: Action previously taken. See Minute II.l, Wednesday, 
1 January 1957. 

10. Action on committee recommendations of the present meeting. 

a. !!1stallation operations com"ni ttee: Unanimous approval on the text of 
letters to Remington Rand concerning, (1) The verifier; (2) machine 
modifications; 0) aids to the machine operator. The text of these 
letters appears below in rftnute II.2, oral report of the chairman of 
the Installation Operations Cownittee, Cook (BA). Gantner (RW) 
appointed a subcommittee of one to draft a letter on the unsatisfactory 
behavior of the Bull Reproducer. 

b. Mathematics Committee: Ward (HO) appointed permanent chairman, effective 
1 April 1957. Ordinary differential equations accepted as topic for next 
meeting. Honoraria for invited experts was rejected on the grounds that 
this would be foreign to the voluntary co-operative nature of the USE 
organization. The keynote speech was discontinued. 

11. The sessi on adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 
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II. General Session, 1:30 p.m. 

1. The oral report of the Program Development Committee chairman, Combelic (RW), 
covered the followIng points. 

n. The idea of a catalogue for USE programs was approved, and a Subco~nittee 
with Bitterli (AP) as chairman was appointed to recom~end specifications 
for such a 5,Ystem. 

b. Progress on subroutine corm:litments is satisfactory. About fifteen (15) 
routines, including five (5) input-output, will shortly be available to 
all installations; these routines will also serve as the nucleus of the 
USE subroutine library to be used with the compiler. 

c. Specifications for a high speed printer edit routine have been agreed 
upon. "fright Field has undertaken the task of coding this routine. 

d. The Holloman TRANSUSE program has been checked out and is n01-1 available. 

e. Remington Rand reported progress on a generalized tape handling routine, 
specifications of which should soon be available. 

f. Perkins (RW) reported that the compiler checkout is about 98% complete. 
For most practical purposes it is now operative, although complete operation 
according to specifications must be deferred for a short time. 

g. Voltin (RR) gave a description of several double precision floating point 
routines being developed by his organization. 

Details of the above points, as well as some points not mentioned, are, of course, 
given in the written report of the committee chairman. 

2. Cook (BA) reported as chairman of the Installation Operations Com~i ttee. 

a. The committee recommended no changes in the standard USE machine. 

b. The following letter on this verifier was drafted for submission by the 
members to Remington Rand: . 

"We should like to impress upon you the severe handicap ·which is being 
inflicted on design of adequate tape input systems by the absence of tape 
verifying equipment. On several contemplated systems the speed advantages 
of tape over cards are being almost completely negated by the non-existance 
of outlying verification equipment. 

It is our understanding that this equipment will be available after 
July 1957. We earnestly hope that this schedule will not slip and further 
hope that some acceleration may be possible. Although we understand that 
Univac users have lived with this equipment deficiency for years, we feel 
that certain differences in design and operating techniques intensify the 
handicap on ll03! users. 
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It is further suggested that a manual describing the operating specifi­
cations for this equipment be made available prior to the availability date 
of the equipment." 

c. Discussion of the locking ring situation led to the following letter for 
B submission to Remington Rand by the members. 

"The USE organization has been informed that the engineering required 
to incorporate locking rings on the present 1103A uniservos has been 
initiated. As members of this organization, we request that the finished 
product incorporate the following behavior. 

If a uniservo is referenced by a write external function instruction 
when the locking ring is in position, the computer will wait for further 
action before executing any subsequent commands. In effect this is 
identical to the behavior previously requested when referencing a tape 

. unit in the "not ready" status. 
It is further requested that suitable indication, preferably lights on 

the uniservo, be provided for this occurrence, and indeed for any reference 
to a uniservo in a "not ready" status during the execution of a progrmn." 

d. A third letter was also drafted concerning aids to the machine operator. 
It reads as follows: 

"At the USE meeting of 9-11 January 1957, in Washington, D.C., a new 
committee called Installation Operations met for the first time. One of 
the functions of this Committee was to discuss possible modifications of 
the 1103A, particularly with respect to indication aids to the machine 
operator. 

The discussion showed that the following items would be desirable as 
operating features: (1) A light on each uniservo indicating the "write" 
mude of operation; (2) two rows of five lights on each uniservo to indicate 
its logical assignment; (3) a bank of lights on each uniservo to indicate 
its status for any mode of operation; and (4) a bell, under control of 
a switch on the operator's console, to indicate when the computer stops. 

Therefore, we, as members of USE, request that you investigate the 
possibility of incorporating the above features as integral parts of the 
1103A computer. II 

Again, reference to the written report should be made for details • 

.3. Much of the oral report of Ward (HO) as chairman of the Mathematics Committee 
has been covered elsewhere in these minutes. Of importance, however, and not pre­
viously mentioned is that specifications for a spectral analysis routine were written 
(see chairman's report for details) and APL signified willingness to code such a 
routine if requested to do so by the Poli~ Committee. 

4. After a few concluding remarks by the outgoing chairman, the eighth meeting 
of USE was adjourned at 3:45 p.m., 11 January 1957. 

Respectively submitted 

tj~£~~r 
Chairman, USE 



USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 

January 9, 10, and 11, Washington D.C. 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The Program Development Committee met during the afternoon of January 9, the 
morning and afternoon of January 10, and briefly during the morning of 
January 11. The following is a partial list of the persons who attended one 
or more meetings: 

Huntley P. Armstrong, Bureau of Standards 
Joan Billerbeck, AP 
Charles V. Bitterli, AP 
Mr. and Mrs. Cannon, Nuclear Development Corp., White Plains, N.M. 
Tom Cooper, RR 
Owen Davisson, Frankford Arsenal 
Tom Dewey, ML 
R. P. Eddy, David Taylor Model Basin 
J. F. Eglen, RR 
S. H. Eisman, Frankford Arsenal 
Leonard B. Fall, WF 
Bob Gildea, RCA, Waltham 
Dick Gunderson, RR 
V. J. Harackiewicz, RR 
Constance Holt, AP 
Stephen Jarvis, Frankford Arsenal 
Leo B. Kennedy, RR 
Jerry Knight, Union Carbide Nuclear 
Ruth McNaughton, RCA, Waltham 
Ben Mittman, RR 
George J. Moshos, NACA 
Richard S. Murray, AP 
Arthur NOI1la, Army Map Service 
John F. 0 'Connell, American Bosch ARMA 
Peter Pastoriza, ORO 
Robert Perkins, RW ' 
Harry E. Petersen, WF 
Richard H. Petonke, CE 
Robert G. Tantzen, HO 
George Toal, CE 
Bernard Urban, ORO 
Irwin Voltin, RR 
Arla Weinert, ORO 
Fred S. Zusman, AP 

Donn Combelic, RW, Chairman 
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AGENDA 

The Policy Committee gave to the Program Development Committee the following 
agenda: 

1. Possible commitments for service routines. 
2. Report on high*speed printer generalized edit routine. 
3. Progress report on USE Compiler. 
4. Progress report on Transuse conversion program. 
5. Cataloging of USE programs. 
6. Report on Lockheed's matrix abstraction. 

The committee tentatively added to this agenda the following items: 

7. Recommendations for floating point double precision. 
8. Modifications to subroutine requirements. 
9. Report on subroutine commitments. 

10. Report on tape handlers. 
11. Discussion of operating systems. 

The Policy Committee asked that the Program Development Committee consider first item 
number 5, namely, cataloging of USE programs. This matter was considered first with 
the following results. Tom Dewey (ML) submitted a proposal for categorizing of 
USE subroutines and programs. After some discussion of this proposal, both pro and 
con, it was decided to appoint a sub-committee to study the problem and submit a 
report to the USE Secretary by February 1. Charles Bitterli (AP) was appointed 
Chairman of this sub-committee. It was agreed that the sub-committee would meet 
with members of AP and ORO. Briefly the objectives of the sub-committee were 
spelled out as follows: 

1. Expand the definitions in the proposals submitted by Lockheed so as to remove 
ambiguities insofar as possible. 

2. Expand the number of categories as necessary. 

3. Whatever method of categorization is selected, determines the form of the index. 

4. Determine how it would be updated and circulated. 

Certain other points were mentioned, but essentially the sub-committee is to take 
a whole new look at the problem and come up with a series of recommendations for 
further consideration. 

There was a brief discussion of how USE subroutines might be circulated. There was 
consideration of cards and of tape and it was finally agreed that the circulation 
of the manuscript including the subroutine write-up and description and the coding 
itself would be sufficient for the foreseeable future. 

REPORT ON SUBROUTINE COMMITMENTS 

The commitments for the various routines are described in detail in the previous 
Program Development Committee report on page 7. All the routines in question have 



Page three 

been coded, several have been checked out and submitted to the ordinary USE 
channels. Those which have not yet been checked out and submitted are expected 
to be completed by the next USE meeting . 

liSP GENERALIZED EDITING ROUTINE 

As reported in the previous cormnittee report, a special sub-committee was 
appointed to come up with some specifications for a generalized output edit ing 
routine. This committee met first in Washington D.C. around the 1st of 
November with representatives from WF, CE, and AP. In the middle of November 
a Western group of representatives from HO, RW, BA, and ML met in Palo Alto 
with Roger Bate (CE) acting as the Eastern representative. The two meetings did 
result in a compromise proposal which is submitted herewith as appendix 1 of this 
report. Wright Field has agreed to do the coding on this routine and will put 
two people working full time on the planning and coding of this program according 
to the specifications agreed upon. They will 'give a report of progress at the 
next USE Meeting. 

TRANSUSE CONVERSION REPORT 

Robert Tantzen (HO) submitted three reports having to do with the Transuse 
conversion program. These reports are available through the Executive Secretary 
of the USE Organization. They are entitled (1) Specifications of the Transuse 
Conversion Program, (2) Rules for Symbolic Coding of Transuse, (3) Instructions 
for Machine Operator Using the Transuse Conversion Program. This program has 
been checked out on the Lockheed 1103A in Palo Alto . 

Tant zen reports that they have a side-by-side listing and flow chart of the program, 
both of which are obtainable on mail request. A bioctal tape will be made avail­
able. Tantzen asked for comments and criticisms on the program at any time and 
also invited any interested party to feel free to visit Holloman after their 
machine is installed in case they want to use the Transuse Conversion Program. 
The report was followed by a discussion of some of the details. 

REPORT ON LOCKHEED MATRIX ABSTRACTION 

Dove (ML) reported briefly on the MAFIA Matrix Abstraction developed by Lockheed . 
He passed out a write-up describing the system specifications. This write-up 
is available through the Executive Secretary of USE. 

TAPE HANDLERS 

Dick Gunderson (RR) reported on RR1s generalized tape handler, which routine has 
now been completely checked out and is available through RR, st. Paul. George 
Toal (CE) handed out a preliminary write-up of the Corp of Engineers tape control 
routine. The write -up will be distriblLt ed through the USE Secretary as a USEful 
Note. 

USE COMPILER PROGRESS REPORT 

Robert Perkins (RW) gave a progress report on the USE Compiler, a formal copy of 
which is attached as appendix 2 of -this report. The Compiler first reached its 
checked out stage by successfully handling several test problems on the Lockheed 
1103A about December 5. Nearly all the features have been tested. The Compiler 
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is now transcribed to its own language and is being re-checked in this form. 
It will be made available to the other members of USE in the form of a self­
loading binary deck. A Compiler Reference Manual is now available and includes 
the listing of the codes. This Reference Manual is intended to be used by one 
or more persons at a given installation who must familiarize themselves with the 
detailed workings of the Compiler. 

A subroutine library is not considered part of the USE Compiler) but a minimal 
subroutine library will be included if so desired. An auxiliary routine will be 
provided for adding or deleting subroutines to or from the library. 

This report was followed by a rather lengthy question and answer period about 
the compiler details and some discussion of various features. Additional 
copies of the USE Compiler Programming Manual I were distributed. By the time 
of the next meeting) RW will have prepared an improved version of this manual 
which will be complete with examples and contain an appendix wherein fuller 
explanations of various details will be given. 

COMMITMENTS FOR SERVICE ROUTINES 

This subject has been discussed at, previous USE meetings and no agreement . has been 
reached at any time about the exchange of service routines. After considerable 
discussion at this meeting) it was agreed that the only apparent way there could 
be an effective interchange of service routines in the absence of a truly common 
operatio~al system would be for the service routines to be stripped of their 
individual system features and the remainder be submitted as a USE Subroutine. 
Lockheed took the lead in this matter and has agreea to write up their memory 
dump routine as a USE Subroutine and submit it as a checked out program by . 
the time of the next USE Meeting. It is hoped that this will be a program useful 
to other installations and that the examples as set will encourage other installa­
tions to make their service routines available a.s self-contained USE Subroutines, 

With respect to the general subject of service routines) Betty Holburton of the 
David Taylor Model Basin described briefly a so-called omnibus tape handling 
package which is in use at the Model Basin. A copy of the specifications of 
this successful routine will be made available to the Executive Secretary of 
USE who will circulate the information. The concensus seemed to be that 
assignment of coding to any given installation of a tape handling package which 
would be universally useful would not prove effective. 

Kennedy (RR) reports that RR is producing a tape routine which will copy) correct 
and merge. When the specifications are completed they will be circulated as a 
USEful Note) which will be followed by a USE Subroutine when the check out is 
completed. 

DOUBLE PRECISION FLOATING POINT 

There seem to be two main methods of representing double prec1s10n floating point 
numbers. One of these uses a 54 bit mantissa each word having its own 
characteristic) one characteristic being 27 less than the other. Another 
system uses a 62 bit mantissa using one characteristic and 2 9ign bits one for 
each word. Other systems are also under consideration. RR has written routines 
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for handling both types of numbers in an attempt to determine which scheme would 
lead to the faster interpretat.ion. The routines have been checked out using 
an interpreter on the Serial 9 1103 in St. Paul. Precise timing checks have 
not been made) but will be as soon as there is an 1103A available in st. Paul 
for the use of the RR programming group. 

With respect to double precision numbers) a ~uestion was raised about the handling 
of double precision arguments in the accumulator before entering USE subroutines. 
It was re~uested that the USE Compiler be modified to provide additional type 
of calling se~uence which would transmit double precision arguments from the 
accumulator to the USE Subroutine--this se~uence would probably be TP LT or 
LT LT. 

Ben Mittman (RR) gave a report on the status of the normalized exit flip-flop 
instruction. There had been some ~uestion by certain members about the function 
of this instruction. The latest thinking at RR is that the mnemonic code for 
this instruction will be changed to FR for floating optional round with the 
following functions. If the j bit is zero) the floating point result is normal­
ized but is not rounded in the 28th bit. In other words) the setting of the 
normalized exit flip-flop by this instruction) with J = 1) has no effect on 
floating point operations except to inhibit the final rounding. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Some further discussion on operating systems. George Toal (CE) reported that 
at their installation virtually all of their work will be concerned with only 
one big problem. Combelic (RW) reported that RW will be running fifty to sixty 
different problems in a single day. The operational systems at these installations 
are going to be very different. Charles Bitterli reported on the APL operating 
system which will have several modes of operation including compiling) correction) 
interrupt) and normal running. It was pointed out by other people that it was 
virtually impossible for the USE Organization to agree on developing a common 
operating system because of the wide diversity of problems presented at the 
various installations. The opinion was expressed that a common operating system) 
or rather an operating system used by more than one installation) would come 
about only because of the adoption by some installations of an operating system 
successfully used at another installation. 

The Program Development Committee will meet in conjunction with the regular 
USE Organization in Dayton) Ohio) April 24) 25) and 26) 1957. 

Respectfully submitted) 

Donn Cornbelic) Chairman 
March 4) 1957 



APPENDIX 1. 

USE COMPILER PROGRESS REPORT 

January 9, 1957 

This report covers progress on the USE Compiler since the USE Meeting 
in Los Angeles on October 4 and 5, 1956. During this period the following 
persons at R-W have worked on the compiler: Sue Knapp, Phyllis Van Liew, 
Rita Summers, and Dave Bussard, full time, and Millard Perstein and 
Bob Perkins, three-fourths time. The entire staff at Lockheed has been 
very helpful and cooperative in making their computer and other facilities 
available. 

Coding for the compiler as currently specified is about 98% completed. Check 
out on the 1103A has been extensive but not intensive. A number of test 
programs have been successfully compiled. These have involved such features 
as input from cards, unityper tape or output tape, making insertions, replace­
ments and deletions, generation of item numbers in the various schemes, 
inclusion of manuscript subroutines, cross . reference among subroutines, 
generation of the compiled region, and production of a binary tape and an 
output listing tape. Thus the present version of the compiler appears to be 
able to perform most of the specified functions. Some of the less frequently 
used loops and in particular various combinations of control words have not 
been tested as yet. 

A first draft of the compiler reference manual, including flow charts, has 
been written. 

The entire compiler, which was originally coded in RAWOOP language, has 
been transcribed into its own language. This version is currently being 
compiled and checked. The symbolic listing will be included in the reference 
manual. 

It is planned that in addition to the side-by-side listing, a self-loading 
binary deck of the compiler will be supplied. 

Report Prepared By: 

Robert Perkins 
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APPENDIX 2 

1103A High Speed Printer Edit Routine 

Specifications 

The following specifications for a High Speed Printer Edit Routine were 
agreed upon at the meeting of the western branch of a special USE Subcommittee 
in Palo Alto on November 19 and 20, 1956. They are based on recommendations 
made by the eastern branch of the Subcommittee in Washington on October 30 
and 31, 1956. 

General. 

The Edit Routine edits alphanumeric information from core or drum memory onto 
magnetic tape in a form suitable f or listing on the High Speed Printer. Any 
of a number of conversion or translation routines may be used to produce the 
alphanumeric cha~acters for the Edit Routine from the binary data. Both the 
Edit Routine itself and all conversio~ routines are standard USE Subroutines 
and as such are compat i ble with the USE Compiler. By means of "LOCATE" lines 
in this code, the programmer will use the compiler t o select from the library 
those conversion routines he wishes to use. 

The Edit Routine. 

The Edit Routine is a standard USE Subroutine which requires that one argument 
be transferred into it by the calling sequence and that a para.meter list be 
available. One entry into the Edit Routine is sufficient to produce any 
number, N, of lines of identical format. Each column in the group of N lines 
requires two words in the parameter list . 

The argument word which is transferred into the Edit Routine by the calling 
sequence is made up as follows : 

xx XXXXX 
EF T N 

xxxxx 
P 

P is the address of' the first word of the parameter list . 
N is the number of lines of identical format to be produced. 
'r is the servo unit on which the output is to be recorded. 
E and F indicate printer control characters as follows: 

If E35= 1 multiline symbol in each of the N blockettes . 

If E34= 1 printer stop symbol in the last of the N blocket tes. 

If E33= 1 printer breakpOint symbol in the first of the N blockettes. 

If F = 1, 2, 3, or 4 fast speed I, 2, 3, or 4 symbol in the first of 
the N blockettes. 



. . . .. ,. 

1103A High Speed Printer Edit Routine -2-

The parameter list, stored starting at P, contains a pair of words for 
each column in the group of lines, followed by an all zero word to signal 
the end of the list . Each pair of words in the parameter list is made 
up as follows : 

xx xxxxx 
D M 

xx xxx 
S W 
xx xxx 

c 

W is the number of characters allotted to the column (width). 
S is the number of spaces to precede the column on the left. 
M is the address of the first word of the data to appear in this column. 
D is the increment to be added to M to obtain the addresses of data for 

succeeding lines of this column. 
C is the address of the first cell occupied by the conversion routine 

which is to operate on the data for this column. 

The remainder of the second word of the p~ir in the parameter list may 
contain additional information required by the conversion process (such as 
scaling information) or t he address where such information is stored. The 
precise form of this second wor d will be specified by the particular conver­
sion routine involved. 

The Conversion Rout ines. 

Any number of conversion routines may be available in t he library . A "LOCATE" 
line in the program is used to select each conversion routine, needed and to 
give it a symbolic locati.on, C, by which it is referred to in the parameter 
list . Each conversion routine is a standard USE Subroutine which requires 
two argument words. These are the two words from the parameter list with the 
C ( i .e. the V address of t he second word) replaced by the address where the 
output i s to be stored. The output will be a ser ies of 6-bit excess three 
characters. On exit from the conversion routine Q35 will be zero if the 
output characters are packed six to a word. Q~5 will be one if the output 
characters are stored one to a word in t he rigntmost six bits. The leftmost 
t hirty bits will be zero. 



January 17, 1951 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
INSTALLATIONS OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

This committee was appointed by the Policy Committee and met for the first 
time in conjunction with the eighth meeting of USE at Washington, D.C. on 
9-11 January 1951. The purpose of this committee is to gain some insight 
into the modes of operation contemplated at the various installations 
particularly with regard to input-output systems. The following is a 
resume of the discussion on each of the agenda items as requested by the 
Policy Committee. 

1. Reconsideration of Minimum USE Machine 

Reviewing the definition of the minimum USE machine disclosed that a 
number of the newer members of USE were not aware that the minimum USE 
machine included the modified off-line High Speed Printer-Plotter. 
After considerable discussion of this equipment, the consensus of 
opinion was that the characters on the modified printer are acceptable 
as being standard. However, some disagreement existed on the horizontal 
spacing arrangement which is not standard (6 lineS/inch). It did not 
appear necessary nor possible to establish a new standard at this meeting. 
Individual members were encouraged to negotiate with Remington Rand if 
they desired spacing other than the 40-20-6 2/3 lineS/inch on the existing 
printer-plotter. 

Talmadge (MSD) expressed the opinion that 5 Uniservos did not appear to 
be a sufficient number for effective operation of the computer and that 
they plan to increase the number of Uniservos on their computer to ten. 
A number of other organizations concurred in this opinion. However, it 
did not appear possible to assure that all members will have more than 
5 servos at some future date. 

The net outcome of the above discussion was the recommendation that the 
specifications for the minimum USE machine remain unchanged. 

2. Verifier 

Because of the importance of this equipment to the integrity of the 
contemplated computing system, this committee recommdnds to the 
Policy Committee that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Wayne Aamoth from 
each of the USE member installations emphasizing the need for this 
equipment and urging the most rapid delivery possible. Gantner (Ramo­
Wooldridge) was appointed a committee of one to draft the letter (the 
wording of this letter was later approved by the Policy Committee and 
is to be distributed by the Secretary). Concern was expressed for the 
compatibilit.y of this equipment with the modified Unityper. This matter 
was not pursued further at this meeting. 
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Tape Handling in the Absence of the Verifier 
The Card-To-Tape Converter 

Page 2 

Information on tape handling systems were solicited from each of the 
installations represented pertaining to contemplated tape handling 
systems. 

Talmadge (MSD) said that in the absence of the verifier they felt 
compelled to go to a card system rather than tapee. However, after 
investigating the card-to-tape equipment its inflexibility prohibited 
its use with the contemplated system. In particular they desired to 
read two cards in order to write one blockette of 120 characters on 
the tape. It was suggested that USE pursue the modification of this 
equipment to provide added flexibility. Since little interest in this 
equipment was expressed by others it was decided not to pursue this 
matter further. 

Several other installations reported that they planned to use cards as 
the pr~y input ' to the computer. Plans were to read large volumes of 
cards with the punched card equipment associated with the 110)A. However, 
a general dissatisfaction with the behavior of this equipment was 
expressed by the 1103 users. Because these installations are relying 
rather ,heavily on the satisfactory performance of this equipment, this 
committee recommends that the USE organization investigate, in the future, 
means for correcting the unsatisfactory performance of this equipment. 

4. Availability of Uniservo Rings 

The question of the availability of tape locking rings to prevent 
accidental writing was covered adequately by Ted Hellwig in the general 
session and was not pursued further at this time (more anon). In regard 
to the requested ,machine modifications, Earl Joseph added to Ted Hellwig's 
earlier remarks that complete information regarding the status of these 

. is expected to be available by February 1, 1957. 

5. Machine l-bdifications 

A 3-way tape switch was suggested by Dove (MSD) the function of which will 
permit the set up of the Uniservos for the next job while the computer i8 
operating. At the time the computer is ready to begin the next job it 
is only necessary to move one switch in order to return the required 
servos to READY status. Because of the lack of interest in this 
feature it was not pursued further. A question was raised concerning 
the fUnctioning of the Uniservo locking ring since this was not described 
in the available literature. The opinion was ventured that this only 
disenabled the writing voltages without suppressing tape motion. In 
order to assure satisfaotory performance of this feature, it i8 
recommended to the Polioy Cornmi ttee that all USE members forward a 
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letter to Mr. Wayne Aamoth requesting that Remington Rand modify the 
Uniservos so that they respond as "NOT READY" when referenced by a 
write tape command and a locking ring is on the hub and, in accordance 
with a previous request, halt the computer and, further, in order to 
provide the machine operator with sufficient information to supply at 
least one "WRITE" light to inform him when a tape is being written on. 
Dove (Lockheed) was appointed a committee of one to draft such a letter 
(the wording of this letter was approved by the Policy Committee and 
is to be distributed by the Secretary). 

A second class of machine modifications was discussed which might be 
called "added conveniences." 

The first of these was two rows of five lights each on each Uniservo to 
indicate the logical number assigned to each. At the present time, it 
is necessary to resort to such archaic devices as IBM cards mounted on 
a paper weight. It was suggested that a device similar to a digital 
voltmeter might be used which would be easier to read. However, it was 
felt that this might be too extensive a modification to be requested at 
this time. 

The second modification consisted of lights on each Uniservo to indicate 
which of the operations (Read, write, Move, Rewind, Forward, Reverse) 
are being called for. 

Bauer (WF) suggested that a bell might be provided which would call the 
operator's attention to a computer halt in the event of a programmed 
stop, fault, external wait, etc. A switch should be provided to 
suppress the ringing of the bell if it is not wanted. 

The member organizations represented unanimously expressed the desirability 
of these added copveniences and 'it is recommended to the Policy Committee 
that each member forward a letter to Mr. Wayne Aamoth expressing our 
desires in this regard. Dove (Lockheed) was appointed a committee of one 
to draft such a letter (the wording of this letter was approved by the 
Policy Committee and is to be distributed by the Secretary). 

It was mentioned that, at the present time, it is necessary to perform a 
"master clear" after rewinding a tape and before reJOOving the tape from 
the servo. Such an operation is not necessary on the High Speed Printer 
and the question was raised as to how the l103A might be corrected. 
Earl Joseph (RR) volunteered to investigate this matter and submit a 
report via the USEful Notes. 

6. 32,000 Word Drum 

Spencer (CE)mentioned their machine is to be delivered with 2 logical 
(32,000 worde) drums. An EF command is to be used , to switch references 
to the alternate drums, Little more information was available at this time. 
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Interest was expressed in this, the card-to-tape, and the File Computer 
as related to the 1103A tape system. It is recommended that the Policy 
Committee investigate the possibility of having a Remington Rand 
representative discuss the technical aspeets of this equipment at the 
next USE meeting. 

7. Delayed Program Interrupt 

Burlingame (CE) discussed a modification which he has developed for the 
110)A which usee an EF command to perform a delayed "Program Interrupt" 
to facilitate tracing. The affect of this EF command is to cause the 
computer to jump to F) following n instruoti~n executions, n being 
supplied by the pr~grammer. In the case where n~l a complete trace is 
effected. However, it is not necessary for the tracing routine to 
interpret the command just executed thereby increasing the speed and 
decreasing the storage required. When nIl a selective trace is effected. 

Respectfully submitted, 

f)h~(J£2_J. ~~ 
Donald I. Cook, Chairman 
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Proceedings of the Mathematics Committee of the USE Organization 

January 9-11, 1957 Washington, D.C. 

The Mathematics Committee met during the regular session of the USE 
organization at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. under the chairmanship 
of Dr. James Ward. The agenda for the sessions is given in Appendix A. 
OYer 20 persons participated during the . span of the meeting, representing 
15 organizations (See Appendix B) . 

Wednesday, January 9, 1957 

The keynote address was delivered to the entire USE assemblage ot over 
75 persons by Mr. Harry Press of the National Advisory Committee tor Aeronautics. 
Mr. Press gave emphasis to the advancing importance of the com,putations of 
autocorrelation and spectral denSity, summarizing the major terms and relation­
ships associated with these concepts. Following this presentation the com­
mittee retired eto discuss informally the content of the talk and the problems 
confronting the computation of these functions. Mr. Press deJlX)nstrated an 
extensive familiarity with the topic at hand and ably gave of his many years 
of experience in this area . 

The content of the talk has recently been formalized by Press in 
conjunction with J. W. Tukey as part of a NATO report 0& instnunentation. 
This contribution aas been extracted for a Bell Telephone Systems Technical 
Publication, Monograph z606, entitled '~ower Spectral Methods of Analysis and 
Application in Airplane Dynamics". This p~per is available by request from 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories. 

ibursday, January 10 I i957 

The morning session was addressed by Dr. U!e Bpetner of the Applied 
Physics Laboratory of Johns Hopkins University. While Press developed the 
spectral density theory as the Fourier transform of the autocorrelation function, 
Spetner gave it a physical motivation in its own right by applying power 
spectrum analysis. A thorough consideration was given to the problem of 
digitalizing the problem and the effect of aliasing (folding), resolution and 
reliability. 

Dr. Spetner indicated that he hoped .to have this excellent talk 
mimeographed for more formal distribution. 

In the atternoon lIerner L. Frank of The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation pre­
sented some n\lJMrical results in computing autocorrelation and spectral density 
according to the estimates of Bartlett and Tukey. Graphs tor a number ot 
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examples were exhibited. It was pointed out that both estimates appeared 
statistically to have the same reliability for the cases considered. Also 
the results were consistent with the reliability limits computed by the 
techniques of Tukey. Appendix C contains a summary of the theory involved 
in these computations. This was prepared by Dr. P. Curtis of The Ramo­
Wooldridge Corporation and the University of California. 

Following Frank, Joseph Carlson of Lockheed Missiles presented his 
paper, "Transient to Frequency Response", (Appendix D). Mr. Carlson indicated 
that he hopes that time will be available to him in the future to complete his 
numerical studies. 

At this point a number of business items were considere'd. The Policy 
Committee informed us that the Mathematics Colloquium obtained full status 
as a standing committee w1d it was necessary to organize more formally. The 
content of this discussion is reflected in the recommendations made to the 
Policy group. This is contained in Appendix E. 

The balance of the afternoon was spent in discussing the specifications 
for a complete package program for finding autocorrelation and spectra. 
(Appendix F) Because of the proximity of Dr. Spetner, Mr. R. Rich of APL 
suggested that his installation accept this responsibility. 

Friday, January 11, 1957 

The morning session was lievoted to general and open discussion regarding 
cuurrent activities at the vari.ous installations. A report of FAP and a 
matrix package was given by T. Dewey of Lockheed. Also discussed was the 
complex floating point interpretive routine of APL. 

It was suggested that the chairman send a letter to each installation priolr 
to the next meeting requesting a list of mathematical subroutines wanted by 
each group. 

In the afternoon the ' Policy Committee announced its decision in regard 
to the recommendations passed to it. 

1. The chairman of the Mathematics Committee is James Ward, Holloman. 

2. The theme for the next meeting will be" Ordinal"y Differential Equations. 

3. The committee is not committed to provIde a keynote speaker to the 
entire USE group at each meeting. 

4. No provisions are to be made to make honorariums to speakers. 

5. Applied Physics Laboratory will prepare a program for computing spectral 
density according to the specifications submitted. 

;:J-1-~ 
Werner L. Frank 
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Appendix A 

USE ORGANIZATION 

AGENDA OF MEETINGS OF MATHEMATICS COMMITTEE 

Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

January 8-11, 1956 

Theme: Spectral Analysis 

Chairman: Dr. James Ward, Holoman Air Force Base 

Wednesday, January 9, 1956 
1 : 00 P.M. Keynote Address 

"Introduction to Spectral Analysis" 

Mr. Harry Press, National Advisory Committee for 

Aeronautics 

3: 30 P.M. DisQussion of Keynote Address 

Thursday, January 10, 1956 

9:00 A.M. "General Problems in Spectra" 

12:00 Noon Lunch 

L. M. Spetner, Applied Physics Laboratory 

Johns Hopkins University 

1 : 30 P.M. ''Frequency Response from Transient Response" 

Joseph Carlson, Lockheed Missiles 

3:30 P.M. "Computational Aspects of the Autocorrelation Function and 

Power Spectra" 

Werner L. Frank, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

Friday, January 11, 192E. 

9:00 A.M. Business 

a. Report to Policy Committee 

b. Plans for Mathematics Committee 
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Appendix B 

Participants at Mathematics Committee 

We rner Frank 

Harry Press 

Jim Ward 

Gray Pyle 

W. Barkley Fritz 

Richard Zemlin 

Nora Mutin 

Joseph Carlson 

Harry Shaw 

Irving E. Gaskill 

Michael Tikson 

D • . P. Squier 

R. McNaughton 

R. A. J. Gildea 

V. J. Harackiewiez 

Margaret Cannon 

John F. O'Connell 

Bernice Bender 

Lee M. Spetner 

G. B. Knight 

Ramo-Wooldridge 

NACA 

Holloman 

White Sands Proving Ground 

Westinghouse 

Remington Rand 

Remington Rand 

Lockheed Missiles 

APL 

Corps of Engineers 

Wright Field 

Remington Rand 

RCA Waltham· 

RCA Waltham 

Remington Rand 

NSA 

American Boech Arma 

O.R.O. 

Applied PhYSics Lab. 

Union Carbide Nuclear Co. 



Appendix C 

Estimation or the Power Spectrum of a Stationary Stochastic Process 

P. Curtis 

Let x( t), -co < t < co, be a sample !unction from a wide sense stationary real 

values stochastic process with a constant expected value~. Let y(t) • x(t) - ~, 

then E[y(t) y(t+s)] • R(s) is independent or t and is called the autocorrelation 

or covariance !unction of the process. If we assume R(s) is continuous, then R(s) 

has a representation as a Fourier-Stieltjes transform 

CD 

R(s) • ~ e
2"SiA d [Fe\)] . 

-0:> 

If in addition R(s) is assumed to be integrable on the real line, 

co 
R(s) • ~ e2JfSiA r()JdA • 

-00 

The function f(A) is called the spectral den~ity !unction or power spectrum of 

the process and is the function we wish to estimate. f(A) is an even, continuous, 

integrable !unction. For details of these results see [4J ' chapter 11. 

Suppose we now sample ,the process at integral values of t obtaining the sequence 

x(n), n • 0 ± 1, ± 2, •••• Under the assumptipn that R(s) is integrable, it can 

be shown that the discrete process x(n} has a spectral density !unction fl(A) and 

that 

' tl(A) i8 obtained from f(A) by essentially 'vrapp1ng'f(A) around the unit circle. 

Explicitly tor 0 ~A~t, 
00 

fl (A) • r(A) + 2: [r(k -.AJ + r(k +A)] I 

k-l 
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f (J\) is integrable on (-~,~) but is not necessarily continuous. 
1 ~ 

If we now sample the process x(t) at an arbitrary interval C> , the above formulas · 

become 

where 

00 

f 8 ()J :0 f(J\) + 2: [~' (5 -.A) + f(! +./\.)} 
k .. l 

for 0 ~ A ~ is and f 8 (-.i\.> II f 5 (A)', 
.. 

As before the function f8 (A) is called the spectral density , t'unc~1011 of the 

discrete process x(n 8) . . 
In practical situations one tries to estimate fCA) by first ae.uwlW the 

record of data at a convenient interval 6 and then performing some mathemat:1~al 
operations on the sampled data. Once this sampling has been performed it is 

evident that any estimates are really only estimates of f 8 (A)' Therefore some 

remarks as to the behavior of f r (A) as 5 ~ 0 are in order. If we define 

f8 (A) .. 0, I AI > 2 ~ , then BAJ .. +.im f ~ (A) in the mean of order one, If 
. 0 - ~o u ' 

one assumes that f(J\) is dominated by a monotone decreasing integrable function 

one can say more, namely that flS (A) is continuous (except at IAI· 26) and 

lim f ~ (A) .. f()'J unifonnly in A . 
b~o u _ 

Let us return to the case when () .. 1. We wish to estimate fl C\). This 

has a Fourier series given by 

+00 CD 2: R(n) e -2ml1A .. R(O) + 2 2: R(n) cos 2mlA 

-CD n.,l 

which will not in general converge to tl(J\) , In practical situations we can only 

estimate R(n) as well as tl(A) since only a finite record of data is available. 

Let x(k), k .. 1, .•. N be the sample record . . 
\ , 
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N 
... 1 ~ 

Let ~ = N ~ x(k) be the sample mean. Form Y(k) • x(k) - n, k a 1, • •• N. 

k-l 

Two common estimates of R(n) fo~ n a 0, 1, ••• mare 

and 

N-n 
1 

a -
N 2: Y(k) Y(k + n) 

1 

k=l 

N-n 
a-

N-n 2: 
k=l 

'" '" ) Y(k) y(k + n • 

For behavior of these estimates in the limit see [6~ In any case the reliability 

of these estimates decreases rapidly as n increases. Therefore m should be chosen 

very much less than N. For a discussion of these mat:ers see [2, 5, 6, 7~. 
The problem of estimating fl(A) ,boils down to that of estimating a function 

for which one has estima~esof the Fourter coefficients. Since even in theory the 

Fourier series does not necessarily converge to fl(J\), some summability method 

is called for. This amounts to determining multipliers A to be used in estimates n,m 
of fleA) of the form 

m. 

(1) + 2~ A Ri(n) n,m 
n .. 

cos 

Here either 1\ (n) orR
2

(n-) may be used for the coefficients. When 8 F 1, estimate 

(1) becomes 

m 

(1' ) Ao ORi(O) "'25~~ Ri(n) cos 2nnA. ,m ~ n,m 
n=l 

If J\ • (1 - nl),then (1) becomes the arithmetic mean of the partial sums n,m , m+ 

of the Fourier series estimate of fleA), an estimate proposed by Bartlett in [lJ. 

Tukey [7] has proposed multiPliers of the form 

1 •• 54 + .46 cos ~ ~n,m m n ,. m 



The actual formula written in the form of (1) for Tukey's estimate a t the frequency 

points ~ = ~, k = 0, 1, ..• m Is 

, m-l 

(2) R2(0) + 2 2: (.54 + .46 cos': ) R2(n) cos :k + (_l)k . 08 R2(m) . 

n=l 

That (2) is equivalent to the formula for Tukey' s estimate given in [ 3 or 'U may 

be immodiately verified. For the convergence behavior of (1) under quite general 

hypotheses see [6J. 
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The numerical method of converting 

Transient to Frequency Response 

given herein was developed by the 

author while acting as a research 

engineer at the Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory. 
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Abstract 

A brief review of the mathematical aspects of the r~equency response 

method is given. The paper is concerned with the relation between the 

Fourier Series and the Fourier integral and the relati10nbetween the 

Fourier integral and the Laplace Transformation. 

A nwnerical method for finding transducer frequency bsponse given 

the transducers output time history is presented. An RCnetwork is used 

to illustrate the application of this machine method. 
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Introductlon 

The relationship betueen the discrete amplitude and phase anGle 

spectrum arising in the Fourier series representation of a periodic 

function and the continuous amplitude and phase angle spectrum arising 

in the Fourier inteeral representation of a function that need not be 

pe'riodic is revielVed.. Also considered is the connection between the 

Fourier inteeral frequency spectrum and the amplitude and phase angle 

charts which occur in the Nyquist theory. To point out the fundamentals 

of frequency response methods, the transfer function of an RC circuit is 

found using the Laplace Transformation and elementary network theory. 

The transfer function is then converted to a Fourier frequency function 

so that phase and amplitude may be determined analytically. A general 

numerical method (assumes the transducer is excited by a step input) is 

developed to compute phase and amplitude for an arbitrary transducer out­

put. The method is applied to the RC circuit output and the numerical 

and analytical phase and amplitude charts are compared. 

-1-
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USU;:1.11y more conve!!i unt to \/Or!c with than t.l1O :..;il1(: ~lnd co::;ino fUl' ::I. 'l' l.e 

expansion for a time fWlctlon Eo( t) in [;ivcn by 

(1) i' ;:::: z.,,; IT 

where the frequency of Eo (t) is p ;:1.nd the period 1;, T. It is ca~il:r 

verified that the Fourier coefficients a are 
n 

T/z. / I . (2) a/l'V = T ~ (t) e -J/n. f t clh 
-~.z, 

It is customary to plot line npectra from equation (2) a3 folloHs: 

• 

• • Frequency 
o bJ.> 

Since an is usually complex, a plot of phase as well as amplitude of a 
n 

may be dra\m (The discrete curve has been ci:tosen at random to illuntrate 

the method of graphin~ amplitudes with frequency). Inspecti on of the 

amplitudo spectrum shovlS that a facility \-ih ich transmits faithfully all 

frequencies up to say 3/', will reproduce with reasonable accuracy the tin'{) 

function Eo(t). 

-2-



L:tpl ,'lCO Tr a ns form:t tlon is u ~~ed in the solution of diffcrcnLial equ :J. tLon ::; , 

but only ele steady state ::;olutions lIouid be fOllnd in this \I a y . U::;c of 

the Fmu'ier serios repreocntation of tile timo function::! ./l, icll occur in 

differl~ntial equations \Tl th cons t~nt coefficient:3 i mplies t hat the tran-

siellt ~,01ut:L on3 are not d'Jsirect. \..Jhen the periodic; Golutions of a di f-

f er cntial e quation are r eqaired (see limits of inteEration in equation (2) ), 

the only solutions one c an find are the steady stat e s olutions. yJhen the 

transient solution is not of short duration, this becomes a serious restri-

etion upon the application of the method. This difficulty is overcome by 

the introduction of tho Fourier inteeral. The equations (1) and (2) have 

the form 

(3) 
-"'0 

CQ I Eo tt) e- .J·wL cit; (4) 

-~ 

when tile frequency p approaches zero (the frequ ency in r adi ans per second 

LV has replaced the independen t variablef'YI.r) .{~ These equations define 

the Fourier integral representation of the function Eo(t ). The factor 

21'1 has been introduced so that the Laplace Transformation is the same as 

the Fourier Transformation \{hen s is replnc ed by wJ • A continuous 

amplitude and phase anGle spectrum could be drmm from Eo( w j ) in equation 

(4). The sifl1ificance, physical interpretation, and use as applied to 

nett-lark response rcnuin exactly tho same as the series spectrlUn. 

1~ " Comnunica tion IJcblorks", Gu.i.llornin, Vol. II, pa ~~e 462. 

-3-
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RC Ci rcui t llll.:l.lyr.is 

The input voltage is assumed to be a unit fj tep and the capaci tor 

is initially unchareed. 
~~~------------------~------f R I 
hlt) 
t 

. -.. .----/., 
Sununine the voltaee drops around the circuit 

t 

c 
T 

(5) Ei (t):: R L + ~ f l dt = R i + Eo It) 
o 

Maldng use of the Laplace Transformation 

The transfer ~1ction T(s) is defined by 

T(~) 

In equation form 

Eo(..<l.) I - ----------
Ei (4) I -I- RC ..<l,.. 

Since the input is a unit step function 

(8) 
I 

I + RC...1J 
I 

..4 

Taldng the inverse Laplace Transformation 

(9) ~ (t) :=:. 
- -tIRe · /- e 

-4-

t 
En(t) 

t 
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As Cl1rcady pointed out, the Fourier frequency function correoponrlinr, 

t.o t he transfer function of the above RC nAtwork is found by rep1acine a 

byr.)j. The freque ncy vector T(wj) then becomes 

(10) T(wJ) = I 

I + RCWJ 

The phase and amplitude of T(l.Jj) are 

(11) ampli tude .. 

(1.2) phase a 

It is nOl-l evident that the output frequency spectrum of Eo(wj) is reduced 

in amplitude by the maenitude of T(wJ) and is decreased in phase angle 

by tan-1HCW. At low frequencies w, all input frequencies of Eo(t..Jj) are 

passed and there is ·very little phase shift--the sinelo delay T(Lvj) acts 

as a low pass filter. It is along these lines of reasoning that the con­

cept of amplitude and phase is used in filter desien. 

Transient 'to Frequency Response 

The phase and amplitude in equations (11) and (12) are easily found 

analytically for Eo(t) and Ei(t), but the detorrninntion of system charac­

teristics become difficult for more complex tran.sducers. A general nUIll~' r­

ical method Hhich applies to asys tern having a step input of amplitude 

Ei (N A t) and a graphical output time function Eo( t) which Gottles at t "': ! 1\ t 

to the constant value Ei(Nbt) is found as foll01-1s. Letcvbe an il!'bil!" ' l '­

ily small pODitive constant and define X and Y by 

-5-
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(13) 

Haking use of the fundamental theorem of the calculus and dropping cv 

Part of the riBht roomber of the above equation may be aimplified 

aa 
(15) Z. e-4JJI'VV~'t = - i [~N<a c£±{:)~~N9+(~Ne ~t-e-~lYe)j] 

It-l-/ 

where e -CcMt • With this simplification in (ll), X and Y become 

/1/ 
(16) X:;:; ~ Eo ('I'\. At) ~~e - ± El( NAt;) (~NGCbCts +~ Ne) 

I 

N r . " 

(11) V == <. Eo (/)'L.tlt:)~lY\.a+ ~ Ei.(NAt)( ~N(H!.£i e -~Ne) 
I 

The amplitude of the input frequency vector is 

It follows that 

(19) Amplitude of T(wj). 

It was planned to include a graph of amplitude versus frequency which 

would compare the exact amplitude given by equation (11) with the approx­

imate amplitude given by equation (19). Results were Qot available in 

-6-
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timc for preccnt.1. tion a t the U~)E meeti n::. The nllJJ:" rlcrt l (~V;,l.l]'J. t i.on of 

the Fourier inte[';ral in equation (13) is not nml (c ce rcc ent jom'nab 

of tho I.11.E.). The writer's contribution is the derivation of cquaUon3 

(19) and (20), usine an alGebraic r ather th:m a ceornctric approach • 

• 
A few rCJn3.rks may be stated concerninG tJle form of the data. Eighty 

equally spaced transient ordinates (N=80) taken fronl the output trace 

should be sufficient. A sinusoidal tirre function will be poorly described 

if less than four or dina tes per cycle are measured from Eo (t) • This means 

that e should be taken less than 90 deGrees. The Eo(n A t) can always be 

selected so as to satisfy - I ~ Eo ('YvCre) =. J .. 

-7-
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REFE11EtlCES 

1. "Frequoncy Response" 01denburGer 

2. "Control System Synthenis" Truxal 

3. "Hoclern Operational Mathematics in EnGineerine" Churchill 

4. "Communication Netuorks" Guillemin - Vol. II 

-3-
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Appendix E 

REPORT OF THE MATHEMATICAL COMMITTEE FOR THE WASHINGTON MEETING 

January 9-11, 1957 

The theme of this meeting was Spectral Analysis. There were four colloquia 
and a business meeting. The first colloquium was the keynote address to the 
entire USE assembly. Attendance at the other meetings ranged from 12 to 22 people. 
The speakers were: 

Harry Press, NACA Langley Field - Keynote speaker 

L. M. Spetner, Applied Physics Laboratory 

Werner L. Fra.mlk" The RtiwD---WooiLd.rd.-dge Corporation 

Joseph Carls<2lllll" Loclkheed Missile'S 

Each of these made very ,excellent presentations. Few of the committee 
members knew much of the topic before they came but feel they have learned a great 
deal. Details of the talks will be given in the minutes of the Committee. 

The Mathematical Committee wishes the Policy Committee to take action on the ' 
following items: 

1. To select a chairman for the Mathematical Committee. The Mathematical 
Committee nominates 

James A. Ward, Holloman 

David Young, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

Werner L. Frank, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

2. TO select a theme for the next mathematical colloquia. The Mathematics 
Committee recommends 

a. Ordinary differential equations 

b. Reports on status of the programs of previous themes: 
curve fitting and frequency analysis 

3. TO rule on the desirability of the keynote speaker being furnished 
by the Mathematical Committee at the next meeting, or at each meeting. 
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l~. To rule on the payment of an honorariwn to invited speakers. If such 
is desirable, should it be paid by Remington Rand or by the Host 
installation? 

5. To act on the following recommendations: 

The Mathematical Committee recommends : 

a. An 1103A program ,from spectral analysis be written to 
conform with the specification given below. 

b. The task of writing this be assigned to APL (APL has 
announced willingness to do so.) 

James A. Ward - Temporary Chainnan 

Werner L. Frank - Secretary 
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Appendix F 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR PROGRAM FOR AUTOCORRELATION AND SPECTRAL ANALYSIS 

L 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5· 

6. 

8. 

The program should follow the Tukey method. 

The program should be tar the minimum ll03A and for core 
stor88e. 

The input and output routines should not be included. 
The data should be assumed to be in a specified place and 
the answers be left in a specified place. 

The data should be limited to 4 decimal digits and all 
computations should be in fixed point. 

The number of 188S should be left as a parameter. {m} 

The data stor88e {N} should follow the lag stor88e space 
so that the data stor88e could be longer for a small 
number of 1881? 

The output should include the mean, the autocorrelation 
result, and the spectral density. 

The coding snould be sectional to permit easy modification 
and insertion by the using installations. 

Cons ideration should be given to cross spectrum and 
pre whitening. Indication should be given i! parts 
of the package can be ui3ed for cross spectrUm and how 
pre whiten1ng w111 fit into the package. 
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Tentative Schedule for USE Meeting, April 1957. 

Wednesday, 24 April 1957: 
All day: Policy Camnittee 

Thursday, 25 April 1957: 
9:00 General Session 

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Committee Meetings 

Friday, 26 April 1957: 
9:00 Committee Meetinqs 

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Policy Committee 

2:00 General Session 
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Tentative Agenda for April Meeting. 

A. Po1ioy COl!llll1tte. 

~ Approval of minutes 

2. Set final agenda 

l' 3. Action on cc::mmittee reports fran last meeting 

f 4. Report of subcommittee on definition of non-voting 

members (Don Gantner). 

~ 5. Revised statement of policies 

\' 6. New Conmi ttee ohainnen 

f 7. Scope of Useful notes (Ltr. Kennedy 2/11/57) 0 

p 8. Distribution of revised oommittee reports 

(Ltr. Kennedy ~2/57). 

f ) 0 9. Action on Bull (Gantner). 

l' 10. Act ion on committee reports from this meeting 

y 11. Status report on Progranminq Manual 

~.~ .12. Status report on machine modifioation request~ 

B. Program DeveloJMent Conmittee 

~c: 1. Catalog of USE routines 

~D~ 2. M~thod of revision of USE routines (3/11/57) 

J. Collect and fonnalize standards for codinq and writeup 

4. Reoarmend action on Burlingame's prograrrmed program. 

interrupt 

J 5. Progress reports: 
~Q a) USE Com.piler 

b) Generalized Print Edit Routine 
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C. MathAlMti9' CollocrniUlll 

1. Ordinary Differential Equations 

2. Report on curve-fitting routines 

3. Report on frequency analysis routine 

D. General Se"ion 

1. Announcement of Aqenda 

2. Announcement of committee chairmen 

3. Univac File Computer (W. Sheldon Lewis~ 

4. Card to tape converter (Richard Acuff) 

( 
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To Policy Committee Hembers: 

The attached "Statement of Policies" has been submitted 
by R. P. Rich for the consideration of the Policy Com-
mittee. 

WEM:lps 

11/E?lf (~ 
W. E. McVicar 
Executive Secretary, USE 
Remington Rand Univac 
Univac Park 
St. Paul 16, Minnesota 
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statement of Policies 

1. Name . 

This organization will be known as the Univac Scientific 
Exchange (USE ). 

2. Purposes. 

The purposes of USE are: 

2.1 Exchange of ideas and information concerning 
programming and coding for the 110)A. 

2.2 Coordination of voluntary preparation of routines 
of common in;erest, and of a common language for their exchange. 

2.? Recommendation of machine changes and additional 
equipuent. 

.3. V~in! Membership. 
p:; 

Membership in USE is voluntary and by installation. An 
installation becomes a voting member upon presentation to the 
Executive Secretary of 

a) application for membership, and 

b) evidence that the installation now owns 
or rents an ll0)A or has placed a finm order to do so. 

, 

4. Non-Voting Membership. 

To be reconsidered at April Meeting. 

5. The officers of USE shall consist of a Chairman and an 
Executive Secretary. Each must be a member of a voting member 
installation. Each is elected by a plurality vote of the Policy 
Committee for a tenm of one year beginning 1st April. 

6.1 The Chainman will officiate at all general sessions of USE 
meetings. He will be responsible for the preparation of a tentative 
agenda for each meeting of USE and will submit it to the Executive 
Secretary for reproduction and distribution to the ruemhership before 
the meeting. 

6.2 The chairman will also serve as chairman of the Policy Committee 
and will be a member .ex officio of all other USE committees. 

6.3 The chainman may appoint a chairman pro tern at any time. 
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6.4 The chairmanship will not remain with the same member 
installation for hm consecutive years. 

7. The retiring chairman will be an ex officio msmber of the 
Policy Committee for a period of one year after quitting office 
unless, at the option of his installation, he becomes the regular 
representative of his installation during that same period. 

8 .1 The Executive Secretary will reproduce and distribute the 
minutes of meetings, committee reports, the tentative agenda for 
USE meetings, reports of USE routines, Useful Notes, and such 
other items as the Policy Committee may direct. 

8. 2 He will process applications for membership in accord with 
Sections 3 and 4 and requests for attendance at meetings in 
accord with Section 9. 

8.3 He will be an ex officio member of the Policy Committee and 
will provide at each meeting a complete reference file of official 
USE records and correspondence. 

8.4 He will serve as Chairman of the Publications committee and 
in that capacity may refuse to distribute through USE channels 
anything which does not meet the standards set up by USE . 

9. General meetings of USE will be held at the discretion of the 
Policy Committee. Remington Rand will act as host at the meetings, 
will provide suitable accommodations for the meetings , and will 
make housing arrangements or provide information concerning 
available housing. 

Each member installation in turn will act as host installation 
and will provide a recording secretarY, who shall be a stenographer. 

Any member installation may invite guests to general USE 
meetings subject to approval by the chairman and any special require­
ments established by the Policy Committee . 

10.1 The governing body of USE is the Policy Committee. It consists 
of one representative from each voting member installation, the 
chairman of USE as chairman, and ex officio members as specified 
in Sections 7 and 8. 

10.2 It is the responsibility of the Policy Committee to guide the 
activities of USE into productive channels. All authority for 
decision in USE matters resides in the Policy Committee unless 
explicitly delegated by that body. 
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10.3 Meetings of the Policy Committee will be closed, except 
that by a majority vote of the committee particular sessions 
may be open to the public or to specified individuals. 

10.4 The Policy Committee will make up the final agenda for 
each meeting and assign items to committees. It will consider 
all committee recommendations and decide on the action to be taken. 

10.5 The Policy Committee will meet at each general USE meeting, 
and may meet at other times at the discretion of the chairman. 

11. A quorum of the Policy Committee will consist of the voting 
members present at a meeting held concurrently with a general 
USE 'meeting , and will consist of at least 6010 of the voting membership 
at any other meeting. 

At least 2/3 flyes" and no more than 1/4 "no" of those present 
shall be required to pass a motion in the Policy Committee. Election 
of officers is by plurality vote, as specified in Section 5. 

12.1 The Policy Committee may form and disband working committees 
as the need arises . Such committees will consider any agenda items 
assigned to them as described in Section 10, and may at the discretion 
of the committee chairman consider other items in the same general 
field. 

12.2 Each chairman of an active committee will make an oral report 
to the general USE meeting which will outline the subjects discussed 
and will contain the recommendations of the committee. 

12.3 Each chairman will also submit a written report to the Executive 
Secretary within a reasonable time after the meeting for distribution 
to the members of USE. If, upo~ receipt of the written report of 
the chairman, any member of the committee feels that it is incomplete 
or erroneous, he will communicate directly with the committee chair­
man, who will submit an amended report to the membership at the next 
meeting. 

12.4 These committees will normally meet concurrently with the 
general USE meeting. The chairman of the committee may call a 
meeting at any time providing that at least one weekts notice is 
given to each committee member for each meeting that is not held 
during a general USE meeting. 

12.5 Meetings of these committees will normally be open, and invited 
quests may participate by direction of the chairman. 
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12.6 Terms of connnittee chainnen .. rill end on the 31st of March 
following appointment. A committee chairman may be reappointed. 

12.1.~~ere are at present three standing committees: The Program 
DeVelopment committee, the Publications committee, and the 
Mathematics ~. Q()"I1~ L ~S;; 

13. The function of the Program Development Committee is to 
exchange programming ideas, information, and techniques, and to 
avoid duplication of effort where possible by voluntary cooperation 
in programming \-lork. 

14. The function of the Publications Committee is to set up and 
maintain proper standards, of communication between member installa­
tions through USE channels. Each installation will have a member 
of the Publications Committee, who will be responsible f or seeing 
that any material submitted to USE fram his installation meets the 
relevant standards. 

15. The functions of the Mathematics Ce~uium are: 1) exchange 
of working codes for mathematical subroutines; 2) description of 
working experience with existing mathematical subroutines; 3 ) 
discussion of promising mathematical methods with t he idea of 
developing subroutines using these methods; 4) preparation of 
specifications for mathematical subroutines and recommendation 
of a member installation to provide a working machine program. 

The Colloquium will have a general subject for each meeting 
chosen by the Policy Committee , usually upon recommendation of the 
Colloquium. 
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High Speed Printer Edit Routine 

Wright Field Progress Report 
19 April 1957 

The High Speed P.rinter Edit Routine has been written and punched on cards in 
preparation for checking on an 1103A. Same prellininary checking has been done 
on the Wright Field 1103. In addition, an octal conversion routine has been 
written, punched on cards. and also partially checked on the Wright Field 1103. 

Same modifications have been made in the specifications produced by the USE 
SUbcommittee at Balo Alto in November 1956. No further modifications are anti­
cipated. The following specifications for the off-line fixed block version are 
therefore ex~~cted to be final. 

Edit Routine 

The Edit Routine isa standard USE subroutine which edits alphanumeric informa­
tion fram core or drum memory. preparing magnetic tape sui table for listing on 
the off-line High Speed Printer. Any of a number of conversion or translation 
routines may be used to produce the alphanumeric characters for the Etli t Routine 
fram binary data. 

The Edit Routine re~uires that one argument word be transferred into it by the 
calling se~uence and that a parameter list be available. One entry into the 
Edit Routine is sufficient to produce any number of lines N, less than 1000. of 
identical format. Each column in the group of N lines re~uires two descriptive 
words in the parameter list. 

The argument word which is transferred into the Edit Routine by the calling 
se~uence is made up as follm/s: 

x X XX XXX 
F E T N 

xxxxx: 
p 

P is the address of the first word of the parameter list. 
N is the decimal number of lines of identical format to be produced. 

(l~N ~999) 
T is the decimal number of the servo unit on which output is to be 

recorded. (l~T~lO) 
E and F are octal digits which indicate that printer control characters 

are to be written as follows: 

If F = 1.2.3. or 4. a fast feed 1.2.3. or 4 symbol is placed in the 
first of the N blockettes. 

If E32 = 1. a multiline symbol is placed in each of the N blockettes. 
If E31 = 1. a printer breakpoint symbol is placed in the first of the 

N b1ockettes. 
If E30 = 1. a printer stop symbol is placed in the last of the N 

blockettes . 
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A block of information is written on tape as soon as it is complete. 

A change in the specified servo unit will cause the Edit Routine to write a 
partially filled block if it exists before this change is accomplished. 

When special symbols are to be written, the total number of characters avail­
able for blockette construction is 120 minus the number of symbols used. 

The parameter list which is stored beginning at address P contains a pair of 
parameter words for each column followed by a pair of control words Pl and P2 
to signal the end of the list. Pl is always zero. If P2 = 0, a IErtially 
filled block is not written at the end of N blockettes. If P2/= 0, a partially 
filled block is written at the end of N blockettes. 

Each pair of words in the parameter list is made up as follows: 

xx: xx:xxx: XXX XX 
I D M W S 

xxxxx: 
C 

W is the decimal number of characters allotted to the column. (1~W~120) 
S is the decimal number of spaces to precede the column. (0~S~(9 ) 
M is the address of the first word of data to appear in this column. 
D is the octal increment to be. added to M to obtain the addresses of data 

for succeeding lines of this column. 
C is the first address occupied by the conversion routine which is required 

for data in this column. 

The remainder of the second word of the pair may contain additional i nformation 
required by the particular conversion routine, such as scaling. or t he firs t 
address of additional information required. The precise form of this word will 
be specified by the particular conversion routine. 

The Edit Routine generates a calling sequence which transfers this pair of 
parameter words into the particular conversion routine with the *Adress C replaced 
by the address at which the conversion routine is to store W results. 

Conversion Routines 

Any number of conversion routines, which are also standard USE subroutines. may 
be available in the library. A "LOCATE" line in the program is used to select 
each conversion routine required and to assign a symbolic location, C, designated 
in the parameter list. Each conversion routine requires two argument words, 
which are transferred into it by the Edit Routine. These two arguments are the 
two words in the parameter list with C (i.e., the v address of the second word) 
replaced by the address at which the conversion routine is to store W results. 

2 
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The r~sults from the conversion routine will be a series of 6-bit excess three 
characters. On exit from the conversion routine Q35 will be zero if these 
characters are packed six to a word. Q35 will be one if these characters are 
stored one to a word in the rightmost six bits, with the leftmost thirty bits 
being zero. 

3 
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1103A MODIFICATIONS 

REQUESTED BY USE ORGANIZATION 

23 Apr il 1957 

RatlNGrON RAND UNlV AC 
Divl&1oD"of Sperry Rand Corporation 

St o Paul o &Unnesota . 



FUNCTIONAL DESCRIPTION OF l103A MODIFICATIONS 
(Requested by USE Organization) 

Modifications Which Will Be Performed at Remington Rand Univac;. §loepe 

10 Uniservo -Not Ready- - The Tape Control Unit (TeU) will be mOdified to 

simplify starting the operation of a given Uniservo if. it is probed when "not 

ready· 0 The Uniservo -not ready· condition will be changed from a B-Fault to an 

Input/Output Lockout. The following re.ults would ensue: 

CAuse of -Not ReaSy· C2n~i;ion 

80 power off 

bo attempted write on ringed tape 

Co door open (chfJilging tapes) 

do ' logical selection of Untie"a 
not made 

ReAult 

wait on current EF 

wait on current EF 

wait on' next ERo El~o or EF 
(retalnin~ select bits in TeR) 

wait on next Ello EWo or Eli' 
(retal-nlng .elee' bU. in TCR) 

In addiUon o one light on the control console would l11dicate tttat a 

lJniser~o had been referenced in the "Not Ready'· Itateo 

. The modificfJ~ioni to the tape control (70 0 000 ca~inetb would pro,ide a 

different type 'of co",putel" stopa -Not Ready· condition would beetlanged from B­

Fault to 8 compuier waito The cause of '''Not Ready" condition can be corre.cted 

a~d the p~ogr811l resumed without a master clear of the.central COCDputeJ'o 

2a Nodify Teee Ch.r19£ froeedu!ft .. To provide tape ehange tlithout the ret41iire .. 

sent of ""Master Clear- 0 recovery from the rewind lock' b Qutomotieally prowidedo 

3 0 -~i'at.e- , B...f!uit S£oJJ .. To eliminate operational difficulties associated 

witb card and tape input./output equipmento a change is proposed to.p?o'Vide I step 

as soon aspouihle to the computer opera'tioD upon detection of a B-Faulto 

An extern~l fault path for puhes from the B .. Fault detection circuit~)' 

will be addedo By resynchronizing the ,D-C line now present ,8S an External Fault o 



a stop pulse would diree~ly t~igger the Gtcp flip-flopo This addjtion~l poth 

elimifiates the relay actuation time now l~quired to stop the ecmputero This 

system woulfJ operate as soon as a fQtl1t'pu.ce hlU~ been produced either iAtern&lly 

or by (!!nlnpMt!oMtp&!t devieeo 



" 

l~ Ad~itional InUicator LighS§ to Llneerinter Unisery~ • The logical 
-. '.' - , - . 

assiiJlH!lcnt of each Uniservo "JOuld be indicated by' UJ) inoline digital reId out. 

unit controlled by a third deck on the ,logical selection 5w1,ches r The operatorOs 

inuicators will be aeons op~!ated from the circuits peculiar to e~e~ VniserYo~ ' 

The panel wiU rescmbh Uniser,o 11 in the styU~~J. Ind electrieu! ehi\?'Dcterht1eso 

,2~ Asldi~ion of tj! CcpDute.r. StOl}:s~Qnal Bed,!. '" The proposed systen wo.ald add 

a bell under the control of en, on~off switeh:o~ the operatorO; console to indicate 

that the computer had stoppedo whet.her the stop be s programmed stop\} '8 '~omputel1' 

faulto or an internal or external Wllito 

The proposed sy.tem would add a re"'triggerable dehly flop U",sfio. IIII.llt.i ... 

vibrator» wltb a period of 5 secoftd&~ Th~s circuit would be triggered by ~ach 

"Advance PA~tpulse~ The ou~put would enel'gige :II yelayo' which eOii~roh ,th slg~tJl 

bello 

3 0 Moailx Pr'elpn£ 91C,rflow StoR .. The proposed system lro&!ld chlflge tI e over"!? 

flow stop for' the ftuhlply=Add~ divIde cheek stopo and ehal'1Jcterimtie owed ',ow 

(1'}4)cting point oper~tioJld t.o ~ l'ton...eOllputer mtopo In the above eezeso th Prcgr~m 

Control is tr.nsfelf'~ed' ~o a fixed addreu ,<F-5)0 The f-ollo.wlng sequence of oper­

aUoDs oceur~ 

19 Stop th;e' Cccputei" 

20 Clear AS(; 

3~ Clelir SAn 

40 Set MPD to 7 

5~Wait two microseconds 

1. lnlUet.e a Read subcOlmilond Rnd supply e resume tc) clock rete COJ'lU'Olo 

An operetcrO s control woU~d be. Ildde~ to sw! teh ,t.he' nett: fe~tul'e on and tIff 0 
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40 "A~n2mal $0. Normal Dr!¥!l" Initryction U.nstruction Code 06) - To faciUtate 
. . 

starting of the loadingroutineo a new instruction is .prOpo.sedD This instructio.n 

il to change the abnormal. drum setting to. the nermal drum setting automaticallyo 

This i"nstruction is fteftDally used after the loading reutine (stored in the abnoftl81 

drum section) Is transferred to. the high spe~d sterageo The use of this instruction 

would allow a complete loading sequence from ,Be start ef the computer by the oper-
, , . 

ator without manual interventloDo Circuitry is added to replace 8 relay which COft= 

tro.lsthe Coincidence Locko.ut flip-flopo This fltp.flep is set manually by the 

abnormal dr~ 6witcho Clearing of this flip-flop ~o the no~l drum portion 1& 

by 8 IJI&ster clear or by instruction code 06.. Only the operatio.R code is useclo the 

U and V addresse. are ignoredo 

50 A~~wo l!l\,r...chanae Instruction, Unstructiof. Cedes 10 and 20) co It is. 

proposed to' add two 'ins~ruction$9 the ·lir.t to. place the V p~ttion of a giyen word 

·into the v 'port.lon of a ~econd ~ord' alld the secollfJ 1115trUt&ion to place ~he V 

portion of 8 give" wo.rd into. ' the II pertion of a seco.nd worc.~ ' In beth · cases. the 

remainder of the word is not to be distJlrbed" . The 10 · inst.t\~ti~n w111 place the 

U portien of (~) lnto the' V porti en ot (V) ~ 

10 Read (U) lnto ,X registero 

20 Interchange ' the U and V po.rtions o.t the X reoia~e~ " 

30 Transmit. VAK to SARr-> . 
. 

40. Partial write t.he low order bits (0 through 14) of ,ile contents 

of the X register In· t.he f!1ei1!ory address. eurrQ·ntly at. red in SARI! 

Instruction' Code 20 is addecl to place t.he V port.ion of (lP int.o t.be U 

po.rtion of (V)D 

10 Read (Vl into X register ... 

20 Interchange theU and V portioDs of the X register~ 

30 Tron5111t. VAK to. SAR o 

40 Partial write the middle order bits (15 through 29) ef tho content.s 

of the X regis'ter ".in t.he memory address currently stered i SAR"f) 
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The "'dYvot tJIe· -auel baa .... Gin.ded 1Ilto tbrM part.a: the 

catral oaputer, 1Dput,-oIltprt, aDd ..-Uc tape. The f1Jsal UJlUMript em 

the n.r.t. part vUl be t.lD'Md OYer to the Sald IlepartIMnt ad USE •• t..ra 

for ed1tUg bT Mq lat. Th1. will be followed Iv' the tiDal aaauacr1pt on the 

~tput MOttGlll cmltJd1Jlc ..... Uc tapa br Mq 10th .. 

T.A. to det..era1De opt1ala procr ....... time on the t1xe4 1ll00k 

lIOde tor .. petic tapea- are IIiOV beiDa pertoraed. The. renlta of th.e .. tuta 

will be iDcoPporated. in the c~te deacr1pt.t<a oL upet1:c t.apN. 

A UDUlICript of ..... tic tape will be tun1ahed to tha Sal .. 

Departaeat. aDd 1.JSE --.ra tor ed1t1Dg __ the ead of Mq, ac-cord1»g to 

pnaent plau. 

Ap.rll 1.'1. 195'7 

IDfOl1laU .. Sci ... IlepartIMnt. 

ReMU'oA D!:da1an 

B.ea1Jtctcm Bud tJJdftO 
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April 29, 1957 

USE Members: 

The following is an attendance list for the USE Meeting at Dayton: 

HQlloman Air Development Center: 

M. Green 
B. McCrossen , 

JQhn Hopkins Unlverslty/APL: 

R. Rich 
A. Stone 

Boeing Airplane CQ.: 

D. Cook 

Lockheed Missiles: 

R. Talmadge 
B. Dove 

Wright A'r Development penter: 

Cryan 
Atwood 
Toney 
Tikson 
Fal l 
Bauer 
Thomas 
Fettis 
Brown 
Pet er son 
Hil l 

Ramo-Wool dridge Cor p,: 

D. Gantner 
D. Combeli c 

John Hopkins UniverSity/ORO 

G. Clar k 
Taylor 

J. Ward 
R. Tantzen 

H. Shaw 

R.. Carriker 

T. Dewey 
R. Rudin 

Bausnan 
Graham 
Blanch 
Williams 
Fonars 
Clemm 
Smith 
MHler 
Edwards 
Har rison 
Va l entine 

W. Frank 
B. Perkins 

Pastoriza 
Weinert 
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• USE Members: 

Corps of Engineers: 

J. Spencer 

Bureau of Census: 

D. Heiser 
B. Shafer 

~hite Sands Proving Grounds: 

N. Ingram 
G. Pile 

Eglin Alr Force Base: 

j). Todd 

California Texas Oil C9.: 

R. DeBiase 

Amerlcan Bosch Arma Corp.: 

Co Tross 

~rnold Engineering Development 

J. Chapek 

Bfa: 

V. Hara ckiewicz 

Frpnkfort Arsenal: 

R. Brown 

h,tlantic Refinery: 

A. Hasbrook 

University of Michigan: 

J. Carr 

Remington Rand: 

R. Acuff 
J. Hales 
P. Desilets 
R. Dravin 
T. Hinkes 
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D. Armstrong 

L. Graham 
R. Bigelow 

J. O'Connell 

Center: 

29 April 1957 

N. Schneidewind 
E. Haight 
R. Schmidt 
D. Zemlln 
T. Wilder 
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Eemington Rand: 

M. Bass J. Burke 
R. Simon A. Medica 
J. Egler I. Voltin 
T. Cooper G. Etsell 
H. Fitzgibbon B. Mittman 
W. Aamoth 

Any additions or corrections to this list would be appreciated. 

WEM:lps 

Very truly yours, 

W. E. McVicar 
EXGcutive Secretary, USE 
Remington Rand Univac 
Univac Park 
St. Paul 16, Minn. 
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(AP) 

(BA) 

Johns Hopkins Universit,r/APL 
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Digital Computing Group 
Physical Research Staff 
Boeing Airplane Company 
P. O. Box 3707 
Seattle 24, Washington 

(ML) 

(WF) 

(RW) 

(OR) 

(CE) 

(RR) 

Lockheed Missiles 
Plant 2 
P. O. Box 504 
Sunnyvale, California 

Commander, Wright Air Development Center 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton.- Ohio 

Attention: (Name) 
Attentiont WCRRU 

Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
Digital Computing Centor 
5760 Arbor Vitae Street 
Los Angeles 45, California 

Johns Hopkins University/ORO 
7100 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington 15, D. c. 

Washington District Corps of Engineers 
1st and Douglas Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Attentions (Name) 
Attention: Mathematical Computation Div. 

Remington Rend Univac 
Univac Park 
St. Paul 16, Minnesota 

U. S. Dept. of Commerce 
Bureau of the Census 
Washington 25, D. C. 

, . 

Office, 
Chief of Engineers· 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Attention: ENOBH 
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D. Cook (BA) 

R. G. Tantzen (HO) 

B. Dove (ML) 

R. P. Rich (AP) 

W. B. Taylor (OR) 

F. Bauer. (WF) 

J. W. H. Spencer (CE) 

D. P. Armstrong (BC) 

INSTALLATION HF~DS - (1 copy of Minutes and Committee Reports and 
Tentative Agendas) 

W. F. Bauer 

R. E. Porter 

M. C. Green 

W. Leutert 

R. p. Rich 

C. Fluke 

H. B. Horton 

G. Clark 

D. H. Heieser 

(RW) 

(BA) 

(HO) 

(ML) 

(AP) 

(WF) 

(CE) 

(OR) 
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National Damage Assessment Center 
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Executive Office of the President 
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(CT) 

(NS) 

J. B. Rosen 
Applied Math. Group 
Shell Development CompaDY 
Emeryville, california 

Mrs. Dorothy T. Blum 
4314 North Pershing Drive 
Arlington 3, Virginia 

J. Wegstein 
Computation Laboratory 
National Bureau of Standards 
Washington 25, D. C. 

D. C. Holmes 
California Texas Oil Company, Ltd. 
380 Madison Avenue 
Ne~ York 17, Ne~ York 
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National Security Agency 
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ATTENDING l! ATTENDANCE LIST IS SUBMI'I"I'ED. 

~ . 
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Remington Rand Univac (All USE Material) 

(I) Frank Kros St. Paul - File Computer Center · 
~ (1) B. D. Smith St. Paul - Plant 1 

(1) W. S. Lewis St. Paul - File Computer Center 
(1) N. E. Albrecht St. Paul - Plant 2 
(2 ) E. C. Joseph St. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) R. C. Gunderson St. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) I. V. Vol tin St. Paul - Plant 1 
(l) W. E. Wallace St. Paul - Plant 2 
(1) P. Des51ets St. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) D. Zemlin St. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) E. Haight St. Paul - Plant 6 
(2) B. Cheydleur St. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) P. Zimmer St. Paul - Plant 4 
(1) G. Lunger St. Paul - Plant 3 
(1) Jean Hansen St. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) D. Messerich St. Paul - Plant 4, Room 308 
(1) L. Krider St.. Paul - Plant 6 
(1) D. Powe1lek St. Paul - Plant 4, Room 312 (Engineering) 
(1) R. D. Schmidt St. Paul - Plant 4, Room 311 (Engineering) 
(1) L. D. Dominick St. Paul - Plant I (Electronic Services) 
(1) L. B. Kennedy St. Paul - Plant 2 
(2) C. F. Crichton St. Paul - Plant 6 
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Bernard Dove - (ML) 

Donald Gantner - (RW) 

Donald Cook - (BA) 

Marvin Green - (HO) 

Alex Stone - (AP) 

Demetrius Zonars - (WF) 

John W. H. Spencer - (CE) 

George Clark - (OR) 

Leo Kennedy - (RR) 

Don Heiser ~ (BC) 

Chairman: R. P. Rich - (AP) 

Secretary: W. E. McVicar - (RR) 
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MINUTES OF THE USE POLICY COMMITTEE 

DAYTON MEETING 24-26 APRIL 1957 

Wednesday Morning, 24 April. 

The Policy Committee came to order at 9: 30 with the 
following members present: 

R. P. Rich (AP) Chairman 
R. B. Talmadge (ML) Past Chairman 
W. E. McVicar (RR) Executive Secretary 
D. 1. Cook (BA) 
B. C. Dove (ML) 
J. W. H. Spencer (CE) 
D. W. Gantner (RW ) 
M. Green (HO) 
D. Zonars (WF ) 
L. B. Kennedy (RR ) 
A. G. Stone (AP) 
G. E. Clark (OR) 
D. H. Heiser (Be) 

Upon assurance by Remington Rand that the Bureau of Census 
will purchase two 110)A's, this organization was welcomed as a member 
of USE. They will use Be as their initials and are represented on 
the Policy Committee by Donald H. Heiser . 

By unanimous agreement, the last year's chairman, 
R. B. Talmadge, was commended for his fine conduct of the office. 

At the request of Remington Rand, L. B. Kennedy was replaced 
by W. E. McVicar as Executive Secretary to become Remington Rand 's 
voting representative in the Policy Committee. 

Item AI. The minutes of the previous meeting were corrected as follows: 

a) Installation Operation Committee Report , page 2 paragraph 4, 
sentence reading "In regard to requesting machine modifications, 
Ear l Joseph added to Ted Hellwig's earlier remarks ••• "read "repeated" 
instead of "added to." 

b) G. E. Clark (OR) was added to the list of those present. 

c) Policy Committee Report, page 3 paragraph 1, for "Spencer (CE) 
nominated Rich ••• " read "Gantner (RW ) nominated Rich ••• " 

l 



( 

• ..... Page 2 

d) Program Development Committee Report , page 3, in the 
report on Lockheed Matrix Abstraction, delete the sentence reading 
"This writeup is available through the Executive Secretary of USE." 

e) Ibid, paragraph on Tape Handlers, for "has now been 
completely checked out and is available" read ''will be available." 

Item A2 . The agenda for the meeting was determined as follows: 

AGENDA FOR APRIL MEETING 

A. Policy Committee 

1. Approval of minutes 
2. Set final agenda 
3. Action on committee reports from last meeting 
4. Report of subcommittee on definition of non-voting 

members 
5. Revised statement of policies 
6. New committee chairmen 
7. Scope of Useful Notes 
8. Distribution of revised committee reports 
9. Action on Bull 

10. Action on committee reports from this meeting 
11. 20 hours for USE of additional free time 
12. Mathematics Committee 
13. Date and Place of next meeting 

B. Program Development Committee 

1. Catalog of USE routines 
2. Method of revision of USE routines 
3. Collect and formalize standards for coding and 

writeup 
4. Recommend action on Burlingamets programmed 

program interrupt 
5. Progress reports: 

a) USE Compiler 
b) Generalized Print Edit Routine 
c) Coding Assignments 

6. Double precision f loating point 
7. Use of IP instruction 
8. Card output routine for compiler 

C. Installation Operations Committee 

1. Acceptance Tests and performance standards 
2. Availabili ty and use of drum dead space 
3. Operating experience to date 
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4. Spare parts availability 
5. Plastic tapes and improved servos 
6. Buffering System 
7. Action on Bull 
8. Status reports of machine modifications 
9. Master Clear 

D. Mathematics Committee 

1. Ordinary differential equations 
2. Report on curve-fitting routines 
3. Report on frequency analysis routine 

E. General Session 

1. Announcement of Agenda 
2. Announcement of committee chairmen 
3. Univac File Computer (Wes Knutson) 
4. Card to tape converter (Richard Acuff) 
5. Status of Programming Manual 
6. Status of Machine Modifications 
7. Policy Committee Report 
8. Reports of Committee Chairmen 

Item .3. No action on the committee reports of the last meeting was 
necessary. 

Item 4. At the January meeting a subcommittee of the Policy Committee 
was appointed to consider the Definition of Non-Voting Members . This 
subcommittee , consisting of Dove{ML), Cook(BA) , Gantner(RW), Kennedy (RR ), 
met at the Van Cleve Hotel on April 23rd. It was decided that there 
should be ' no change in the definition of basic policies. It was agreed 
that each USE member , and in particular Remington Rand sales personnel, 
should continue to use discretion in inviting guests to meetings . 
Further discussion of non-voting members was deferred to agenda item 5. 

Item .5. Revised Statement of Policies . 

As agreed at the January meet i ng, the chairman prepared a new 
Statement of Policies, which was circulated in advance of the present 
meeting. A full discussion of this document resulted in a revised version 
for ',discussion at the July meeting . Certain salient points of the 
discussion are summarized here . Reference is made to the original Statement 
of Policies of the Univac Scientific Exchange adopted 22 May 1956 and to 
the Revis ions made therein at the meeting of October 4-5, 1956 as recorded 
in the appendix of the Policy Committee minutes for that meeting. ' 

a. The purpose of the organization is best expressed in the 
original Statement . 

b . The method of admission of non - voting members shall remain 
as in the original Statement. 
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c. Visitors may be invited to a USE meeting by any voting 
member organization and by Remington Rand Univac Sales Department. 
The number of invitees and, if possible, their names and organizational 
affiliation must be submitted to the Chairman and RR Sales prior to 
the meeting which they are to attend. 

d. The Chairman and Executive Secretary are each elected by 
a majority vote of the Policy Committee. 

e. The paragraph reading "The chairmanship will not remain 
with the same member organization f or two consecutive years" was discussed; 
it was decided to leave the paragraph in until the final voting in July. 

f. The Executive Secretary will make available to RR-Sales, 
to use as they see fit : membership lists of the USE organization, 
specifications and descriptions of routines available to USE members, 
and such other items as the Policy Committee may from tbne to tbne direct. 

g. The Policy Committee will meet at each general USE meeting 
and may meet at other tbnes at its discretion. 

Item 6. The Installation Operations Committee was made a standing 
committee with Cook(BA) as chairman. Combelic(RW) and Ward (HO) will 
continue as chairmen of the Program Development and Mathematics Committees, 
respectively. 

Item 7. Kennedy(RR) stated that Remington Rand preferred to circulate 
information concerning the basic operation of the 1103A through its field 
representatives or by letter rather than through Useful Notes . This 
statement arose from the request at the January meeting for information 
on the need for a master clear before tape rewind and information on the 
floating point instructions to be supplied via Useful Notes. 

It was agreed that although the Useful Notes are available to 
Remington Rand as to other USE members, the use of this medium rather 
than another was a matter of choice. 

Item 8. It was agreed that when a revision or correction is made to a 
USE Committee Report it is not necessary to circulate the revised report 
in t oto, but rather to circulate an errata sheet to be appended to the 
original report by each recipient . 

Item 9. Gantner (RW ) distriquted a draft of a letter on the Bull Reproducer 
to be sent to Mr . Aamoth. It was decided that Gan tner(RW), Dove(ML) , and 
Talmadge (ML) would draft a new letter to be considered at the Policy 
Committee Meeting on the 26th. At that tbne the neW letter was approved 
for submission to member organizations through the usual channels for 
signature and transmittal to Remington Rand Sales . 

The question of performance of this equipment was referred for 
fuller discussion to the Installation Operations Committee (as Item C 7). 
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Item 10. Action on Committee Recommendations at this meeting. 

a . Mat hematics Committee . 

The Mathematics Committee submitted the followi ng 
recommendations: 
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1) That installations be informed of the Transuse 
feature permitting standard USE language floating point routines 
to be converted to a program which will run on a fixed point machine. 

2) That the format, structure, and dist ribution of 
subroutines and general program packages be clarified . 

3) That Ramo-Woo l dridge prepare a floating point routine 
for solution of ordinary differential equations with the following 
features: 

i ) use of Runge- Kutta as a starting procedure. 

ii ) option of continuing Runge-Kutta or of 
switching to Adams-Moulton at any time step. 

iii) automatic halving or doubling of time step 
if Adams -Houlton is used. 

iv) partial double precision operation . 

4) That Wright Field investigate Dr . Blanche ' s method 
of solving differential equations by using integral equations. 

5) TIeat Remington Rand prepare a code employing the 
Gaussian quadrature techniques. 

6) That Hright Field continue Dr. Blanche's investigation 
of truncation and roundoff errors . 

(The Mathematics Committee Chairman stated that 
the organizations mentioned i n the above recommendat ions 
had agreed to undertake the tasks t her e described.) 

7) That the topic for the next meeting be eigenvalues 
and eigenvectors of matrices, and the topic for the f ollowing meeting 
be further study of differential equations . 

Green(HO) moved that these recommendations by the 
Mathematics Committee be accepted. The motion was seconded and 
unanimously passed . 
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b. Program Development Committee. 

This committee recommended that: 

1) A standard double precision floating point number 
shall occupy two consecutive storage cells. The f irst cell shall contain 
a sign bit, an eight bit biased characteristic, and the 27 most significant 
bits of the mantissa; the second cell shall contain the 36 least signifi­
cant bits of the mantissa. 

2) Complex numbers shall occupy consecutive storage cells, 
the real part preceding the imaginary part. 

3) The USE Compiler shall be expanded to include an 
additional class of instruction-type lines of coding to facilitate the 
use of the IP (14) instruction. These will be identified by the occurrence 
in the OP Field of certain symbols which are different fram al l other 
campiler language operations and from the names of all subroutines. Each 
of these neW operations will be translated into IP (14) instructions. 
The v-address field will be translated as in ordinary instructions. The 
u-address field will be translated in the ordinary way and then taken 
module 29. R warning will be g iven if (u) + (u) mod 29. Finally a six, 
bit code corresponding to the particular operation used will be placed 
in the high-order part of u . 

4) All interpretive routines shall be standard USE sub­
routines with no parameters or arguments required. The method of activation 
shall be as described in the 10 April letter by Perkins(RW), from which 
recommendations (1) and (3) are taken. 

5) The catalog of programs submitted through USE be of the 
lexicographical type recommended by the subcommittee. 

6) The prime responsibility for informing USE of errors 
in a USE program rests with the organization originating the program in 
question. That organization will immediately write a letter to the 
Executive Secretary informing him that an error has been found and briefly 
describing-the nature and effect of the error in a program. As soon as 
possible, that organization will supply corrected duplicatable sheets to 
replace the incorrect sheets of the previous writeup. The date of the 
most recent correction must appear on the cover sheet; this date may be 
put in by the Executive Secretary or a new cover sheet may be supplied 
by the originating organization. lbe Executive Secretary will then 
produce copies of the complete write-up as corrected, for normal USE 
distribution. No delays at an~phase of this revision process are acceptable. 

Recommendation (5) concerning the catalog of programs 
was deferred for further discussion by the Policy Committee at the next 
meeting. 

The other recommendations of the Program Development 
Committee were accepted by the Policy Committee. 
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c) Installation Operations Committee 

The Installation Operations Committee recommended that: 

1) Each installation should keep a log of frequency and 
type of malfunctions of the Bull Reproducer and make this infonnation 
available to the committee. 

2) That a subcommittee with representatives from AP, CE, 
BC, RR and OR (with George Clark, OR, as chainman) study the feasibility 
of a standard acceptance test and report back at the next meeting. 

3) That Remington Rand be requested to provide infonmation 
at the next meeting on: 

Committee. 

i) price of improved uniservos for the 110)A, 

ii) double size drum, 

iii) application of the File Computer to 
110)A operation. 

These rec~endations were accepted by the Policy 

Item 11. The Chainman read a letter fram Ted Hellwig (RR) informing 
USE that Remington Rand was g iving an additional 20 hours free time to 
the organization, bringing the ~otal amount of free time up to 60 hours. 
This 20 hours was allotted to debug~ing the USE compiler. The Policy 
Committee expressed its gratitude for this additional time. 

Item 12. It was suggested that the Mathematics Committee should be 
reminded to consider only topics which have some hearing on the 110)A 
and to use normal USE channels of distribution . 

Item 1). Cook(BA) moved that the next USE meeting be held at Seattle 
on 24-26 July 1957. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Item 14. Kennedy(RR) gave a report on the status of the Programming 
Manual. He suggested that a rough draft be submitted to USE members 
for editing and return by a specified date . The Committee agreed to this 
and further decided to have the status report repeated in the General Session. 

Item 15. The Policy Committee expressed its appreciation to Remington Rand 
for undertaking to provide certain of the previously requested machine 
modifications without clarge, namely: 

a) chan<]e of Uniservo "not ready" condition from a B- fault 
to an 10 lockout, 

b) avoidance of necessity for master clear before changing 
a tape rewound with interlock, 
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c) inunediate detection of card and tape faults to 
facilitate proqram recovery. 

The Policy Committee was in sess ion f rom 9:30 to 4: 30 
(excluding lunchtime) on 24 April and from 1: 00 to ):)0 on 2.5 April. 

RPR :lbg 

Respectfully submitted, 

1I?(i°ffU~ 
R. P. Rich 
Chairman 



USE COMMITTEE REPORT 
INSTALLATION OPERATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

25, 26 APRIL 1957 

The Installation Operations Committee met on the afternoon of 25 April and 
the morning of 26 April 1957. 

The following agenda was given to this committee by the Policy Committee: 

1. 1l03A operating experience to date. 
2. Availability and use of the drum "dead space." 
3. Action regarding the perfomance of the Bull reproducer. 
4. Status reports on machine mdificatiorus. 
5. The elimination of the master clear ope~ation in order to 

remove tapes from the Uniservos. 
6. The establishment of acceptance tests and performance standards. 
7. The 1l03A buffered input-output system. 
8. Plastic tapes and improved servos. 
9. Spare parts availability. 

In addition, the committee chose to add the following three items to its 
agenda: 

1. The establishment of a check list for reporting operating 
experience. 

2. Description of a computer timing reference chart developed at 
Lockheed. 

3. Clock initiated interrupt. 

The following is a summary of the discussions of experience to date. 
Don Cook (BA) reported that the Boeing Compiler was approximately 90% 
checked out. Considerable difficulty was experienced in reading binary 
cards and plans now include an octal card output from the compiler. The 
faul ty bad spot detection circuits had not been corrected at the time of 
the meeting necessitating the use of unpunched magnet1e tape. Bernie Dove 
(ML) stated that Lockheed is now operating on a 2-shift basis. The 
computer was run for 12 hours without any maintenance whatsoever. Due 
to the lack of a verifying system they are ignoring Unityper errors in 
coding leaving them for the programmer to find during debugging. 
Garner McCrossen (HO) said Holloman's machine required approximately 2 weeks 
to install and they had had the system for about 5 weeks. A logical error 
discovered in the card handling equipment was corrected by· their engineers 
and now appears to be functioning satisfactorily. John Spencer (CE) 
reported that their computer ha~ not been accepted as yet. An attempt was 
being made to check out the corrected bad spot detection circuits on the 
Uniservos. Bob Rich (AP) said that their computer arrived on 12 April and 
they expected to take delivery momentarily. Don Gantner (RW) asserted that 
their machine was expected to arrive on Friday, April 26 and that power is 
expected to be turned on the following 1t>nday. 

Regarding the availability of the drum "dead space", it appeared that only 
one member anticipated difficulty in negotiating with the customer engineers 
for space for service routines. It was pointed out that it is the customers 
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prerogative to select the interlace to be used. The engineers have one 
service routine which must be run using a 16 word interlace. If this 
does not concur with the choice of interlace used at a particular 
installation the engineers should be required to change interlace for the 
running of that routine. In a.ny case negotiation with the engineers for 
space on the drum should be carried out on an individual basis. If the 
result of such negotiations are not satisfactory to th, customer they may 
be taken up with the local sales representatives. 

The opinion was unaninously expressed by users of Remington Rand equipment 
present at the meeting that the Bull reproducer was an unsatisfactory 
piece of equipment as delivered. HOVaTer, it was reported by several 
installations that, as experience was gained with this equipment, the 
engineers were able to make minor adjustments which deviated from the 
recommended settings but led to satisfactory performance. Lee Dominie (RR ) 
pointed out that just complaining about the card equipnent does not give 
Remington Rand enough information to correct the situation. It must at 
least be known what kind of failure is occurring. In light of the 
foregoing remarks, it was agreed that the members would keep an accurate 
log on the performance of the Bull to be presented at the next meeting. 
At that time further action can be initiated if such appears to be 
necessar,y. No further action was recommended at this time. 

During the discussion of a standard acceptance test, it was pointed out that 
such a test is not static but is apt to vary from one installation to 
another depending on the particular requirement of the installation. Don . 
Heiser (Be) Tentured the opinion that the best acceptance tests are the 
production type programs developed at a particular installation. A number 
of others concurred in this opinion. However, it appeared desirable to 
study this matter at greater length. A subcommittee was appointed to 
make -a feasibility study and report back at the next meeting. This sub. 
committee consisted of a representative from the Applied Physiee Lab, 
Corps of Engineers, Bureau of the Cen8U8, Remington Rand and the Operations 
Research Office with George Clark (OR) acting as chairman. 

Bob Schmidt (RR) announced the availability of a buffered input-output 
system for the llO)A and described the major features of the system in 
some detail. Complete information concerning the system is to be made 
available thru the local representatives. 

Dick Todd (Eglin AFB) and Don Heiser (BC) described their experiences with 
plastic tape on the UniserYOs. In particular the Unisenos at the Bureau 
of the Census have been modified slightly to permit the complete inter­
changeability of plastic and metallic tapes. No intorDlation was available 
at this t:t. regarding the improved Uniservos. Remington Rand agreed to 
present information regarding the use of plastic tape and the improved 
uniservos at the next meeting. 

The question Was raised as to the adequacy of the Spare Parts Kit. Lee 
DoDlin.ic (RR) mentioned that the contents of this kit are defined on the 
basis of the performance records of equiJlltent in the field and is always 
subject to review. The Spare Parts Kit now available thru Remington Rand 
is still their best recommendation. It was suggested that a review of the 
contents of this kit may be in order and should be carried out on an 
individual basis. 
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As suggested by Bernie Dove (ML) an attempt was made to define a check list 
for reporting operating experience. The most desirable bit of information, 
it appeared, is a rrumber which describes the machine performance. Lee 
Dominic (RR) described the system used by the engineers to determine 
performance ratios. Because of the lack of time this subject was referred 
to the subcommittee on feasibility of an acceptance test for further 
consideration. 

Bob Schmidt (RR) informed the committee that Remington Rand would like USE 
to accept all or part of the machine modffications 8S a package. This 
package lIIOuld then be priced on the basis of becoming standard equipment 
on all 1103A's. Prices were quoted on each modification and on all 
modificatioru5 as a package. He pointed out that the Uniservo Indicator 
Lights and the Computer Stop Bel1 are external modifications which can be 
made readily whereas the modified Overfiow Stop, Abnormal to Normal Drum 
Iru5truction and Address Interchange Instructions involve alterations in 
the computer logic. Remington Rand might be willing to price the former 
on an individual basis. It now remains for USE to make a counter-proposal 
regarding these JOOdifications to Remington Rand. It was agreed that the 
individual members would consider the practicality of the modifications and 

~ come to the next meeting prepared to frame such a proposal. 

Jack Potter (ML) described a computer timing reference chart which he 
developed. Setting an arrow on an indicator disc to a desired input-output 
function disclosed, thru a pair of windows in the disc, the proper EF bits 
to accomplish this function and the necessary timing information. 
Negotiations are now under way with Remington Rand to make this chart 
available to 1103A users. 

A clock initiated interrupt suggested by Donn CombeUie (RW) was discussed. 
This feature consisted of a set of switches to run the clock forward or 
backward or turn it off plus the ability of the clock to initiate an 
interrupt on a zero readingo One application of such a feature would be 
useful in debugging. However, due to an apparent lack of interest this 
subject was not pursued further. 

The following items are to be discussed further at the next meeting and 
are to appear on the agenda for that meeting: 

1. Holloman AFB computing system. 
2. Action of Bull Reproducer. 
3. Standard confidence test. 
4. Cheek list for reporting performance. 
5. Plastic tape and improved servos. 
6. Acceptability of machine modifications. 

n::uu 
Donald I. Cook, Chairman 



5 June 1957 

• All USE Members: 

Arrangements have been made for the next USE Meeting to be 
held in the B~n Franklin Hotel at Seattle. Washington on 
July 24. 25 a:i1d 260 

Policy Committee Members should plan to arrive the night of 
July 23 while the remainder of the members of your organization 
planning to attend this meeting should arrive the night of 
July 240 

Please submit to me the names of all of your members planning 
to attend this meeting so the proper hotel accommodation$ can 
be made. 

If you plan to invite any guests. please submit their names and 
affiliations to me as well. 

There will be some over-flow into the Hotel Roosevelt. It would 
be appreciated if this information were sent to me in the near 
future. 

WElt: Ips 

Very truly yours, 

w. E. McVicar 
Executive Secretary, USE 
Remington Rand Univac 
Univac Park 
5to Paul 16, Minnesota 
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USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 

April 25 "and 26, 1957 
Van Cleve Hotel, Dayton, Ohio 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The Program Development Committee met Thursday afternoon, April 25,and 
Friday morning, and for one hour Friday afternoon, April 26. Appendix A 
lists the presons attending one or more of these meetings. 

Agenda 

The Policy Committee recommended the following items for the agenda of the 
Program Development Committee : 

1. Catalog of USE Subroutines, 
2. Method of Revision of USE Subroutines, 
3. Collect and formalize standards for coding and writeup, 
4. Recommend action on Burlingames' programmed program interrupt, 
5. Progress report; 

a) USE Compiler 
b) Generalized Print Edit Routine 
c) Coding assignments 

6. Double Precision Floating Point 
7. Use of IP instruction 
8. Card output routine for Compiler 

The committee chairman added to this agenda the following items : 

1. Discussion of Boeing's Drum Dead Space Service Routines 
2. General Discussion of operating experience wit h the 1l03A and 

of operating systems. 
3. Discussion of possible revision of requirements of standard 

USE Subroutines. 

The items in the agenda were not necessarily considered in the sequence listed 
above. The remainder of this report covers the items in the sequence in 
which they were brought up in the committee . 

Progress Report on Generalized Print Edit Routine 

Wright Field submitted a progress report along with a writeup of a slightly 
revised specification of the Generalized Print Edit Routine. This report 
has already been distributed as Appendix B by the USE Executive Secretary. 

The Edit Routine 'has been coded and is available on symbolic cards and is 
ready for assembly. Some preliminary checking has been on the Wright Field 
1103. An octal number conversion routine suitable for use with this Editing 
Routine has also been coded and is available on cards for assembly. The 
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cards will be taken by Ramo-Wooldridge and assembled using the USE Compiler. 
Ramo~Wooldridge will attempt to complete a successful assembly by eliminat­
ing any errors found by the Compiler. When this has been completed, the side­
by-side listing will be sent to Wright Field along with the corrected symbolic 
cards and Wright Field will undertake to complete the machine checkout. This 
checkout will be completed by the time of the next USE Meeting. 

~rogress Report on USE Compiler 

The USE Compiler is being used successfully by Ramo-Wooldridge on the Palo Alto 
1103A computer and by the Corp of Engineers on their machine. At this time all 
known errors have been corrected in the Compiler and certain modifications are 
being added to it. The most recent modifications " have not yet been checked out 
due to unavailability of 1103A time. It is expected that by approximately 
May 15, an up-to-date version of the USE Compiler will be available in the form 
of a self-loading binary deck . This deck may be obtained from Ramo-Wooldridge 
after that time by writing to them. 

Although a Subroutine Library is not part of the USE Compiler, one will be made 
available. A list of standard USE Subroutines which have been checked out and 
are now available on symbolic cards is attached as Appendix C of this report. 
The routine associated with the USE Compiler which incorporates standard USE 
Subroutines so that they can be used for magnetic tape by the USE Compiler is 
being checked out at the present time. It is expected that this routine will 
be successfully completed by approximately the middle of May. 

As stated above, there are now 26 standard USE Subroutines available on symbolic 
cards. It has been previously agreed that the normal method of transmitting 
USE Subroutines is in manuscript form, however, it has been agreed that other 
methods of transmission of subroutines may take place on an installation to 
installation basis rather than through the Executive Secretary of USE . Ramo­
Wooldridge agreed to make available to any interested installation the stan­
dard USE Subroutines on symbolic cards ' upon written request to them. 

It was brought out that each installation should have available to it a table 
showing the correspondence of the Uniservo pulse codes and the punch code com­
binations on IBM cards. Ramo-Wooldridge agreed to provide each installation 
with such a table at an early date. 

There was a discussion of the use of cards as input to the USE Compiler. Some 
installations find that the keypunch people strongly resist a pure serial type 
of input which is possible on cards with the USE Compiler. They have asked 
that RamO-WOOldridge investigate the possibility of using an identification by 
column on cards which are used as input to the USE Compiler. It was pointed 
out that this would probably greatly speed the compiling process using card 
input for the program to be compiled. Combelic (RW) pointed out that they are 
probably going to use condensed card input for compiling of a program the first 
time it is put on the machine. After that the program to be compiled will be 
available inside-by-side listing form on magnetic tape and this form could be 
the original input for all subsequent compilations thereby speeding the compiling 
process. 
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There was a brief discussion about some of the details of the USE Compiler. 
It was brought out that item numbers may not be used in subroutine~neither 
in item number column nor in the u or v addresses of lines of coding. If item 
numbers appear in the item number column, of subroutines available on symbolic 
cards, this will not interfere with their being incorporated into the magnetic 
tap.e subroutine library by the special program mentioned above. This program 
strips off the item numbers so that they do not appear on the magnetic tape in 
the subroutine library. However, item numbers may not appear in the u or v 
addresses of lines of coding in any case. The question was asked about the 
speed of compiling subroutines relative to the speed of compiling other pro­
grams. It was brought out that subroutines do compile somewhat faster on the 
basis of the amount of time for each line of coding but a quantitative figure 
is not known--it is probably somewhere between 10 and 20 percent faster. 

Double Precision Floating Point Numbers 

After some discussion it was agreed to make the following recommendation to 
the Policy Committee on the subject of double prec~s~on floating point number 
format and as a subsidiary point , an explicit statement of the form of comple~ 
numbers. 

Recommendation: 

1. A double preCi sion floating point number in standard packed form 
shall occupy two consecutive cells. The first cell shall contain 
a standard single precision floating point number conSisting of a 
sign bit, an 8-bit biased exponent, and the 27 most significant 
bi ts of the mantissa. The s econd cell sha.ll. contain 36 additional 
bits of the mantissa. Examples of such numbers are: 

1) 
2) 
3) 

Dec. No. 

+ 2.5 
+ .125 
- .125 

1st Cell Octal 

202 
176 
601 

500 
400 
377 

000 
000 
777 

000 
000 
777 

2nd Cell Octal 

000 
000 
777 

000 
000 
777 

000 
000 
777 

000 
000 
777 

2. A complex number shall occupy consecutive cells in the machine; the 
real part shall be followed by the imaginary part of the complex 
number. 

Inasmuch as the preceding recommendation was accepted by the Policy Committee 
this form of double preciSion floating point numbers and of complex numbers 
will be standard in the USE Organization. 

Use of IP Instruction 

There was a general discussion of interpretive' routines at this time. The 
discussion revolved around three main points. 

1. Format of an interpretive instruction as a line of coding and as 
a word in the machine. 
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2. Method of activation of an interpretive routine. 

3. The mnemonic abbreviations for instructions which are to be 
interpreted. 

The discussion and recommendations on these points took place at different 
times throughout the meetings of the Program Development Committee, however, 
they will be grouped here in this report. 

On point number 1 the following recommendation was made to the Policy 
Committee: 

Recommendation: 

The USE Compiler language shall be expanded to include an additional 
class of instruction type lines to facilitate the use of the IP 
instruction. These will be identified by occurrence in the OP field 
of certain symbols which are different than other compiler language 
operations and from the names of all subroutines. Each of these new 
operations will be translated into 14 (Interpret) operations. The 
v-address field will be translated as an ordinary instruction. The 
u-addres§ field will be translated in the ordinary way and then ~aken 
modulo 2. A warning will be given if u is not equal to u mod 2 • 
Finally a 6 bit code corresponding to the particular operation used 
will be placed in the high order part of u. 

Inasmuch as this recommendation was accepted by the Policy Committee, the 
preceding paragraph describes the standard form of instructions to be inter­
preted which is to be used by the USE Organization. 

Method of Activation of Interpretive Routines - After same discussion, the 
following recommendation was made to the Policy Committee : 

Recommendation: 

All interpretive routines shall be standard USE Subroutines. They 
shall be standard USE Subroutines with no arguments or parameters. 
They shall be called for by writing a line of coding wherein the 
operation field is the standard name of the interpretive routine. 
The u field of such a line of coding would invariably be left blank, 
the v field would be filled in as with any standard USE Subroutine 
calling sequence line of coding. The compiler would replace this 
line of coding with a Single return jump to the standard entry of 
the called for subroutine. This would result in cell 1 in the machine 
being set up with a manual jump instruction to the appropriate cell 
within the interpretive routine. Subsequent instructions. with 14 
(interpret) operation codes would then in effect transfer control to 
the appropriate cell within the most recently activated interpretive 
routine. Symbolically such a standard USE interpretive subroutine 
might begin as follows: 
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ITEM NUMBER TAG OPERATION U ADDRESS V ADDRESS COMMENTS 
, , SUB , MATRIX , n , FIRST THREE 

, , INOUT , 0 , r , LINES USED BY 

, , TEMPS , t , 0 , COMPILER. 

, ENTER , MJ , 0 , SEl'UP , ENTER HERE VIA 

, ERROR , ALARM , 0 , 0 , CALLING SEQUENCE 

, EXIT , MJ , 0 , FILL , TO ACTIVATE 

, RESULT, RESERV , r , r , PSEUDO ACCUM, ErC. 

, SEl'UP , TP , DUMMY , 1 , SEr UP JUMP 

, , MJ , 0 , EXIT , IN CELL F2. 

, DUMMY , MJ , 0 , INTERP , JUMP FOR F2. 

, INTERP , , , , ENTER HERE VIA 

, , , , , F2 TO INTERPREr 

The cells reserved for "RESULTS" could be the pseudo accumulator, B-boxes, or 
whatever else would be useful in case of an alarm exit. This scheme permits 
the inclusion of two or more interpretive subroutines in the same program. 

Inasmuch as this recommendation was accepted by the Policy Committee,· the pro­
cedures outlined above for interpretive routines will henceforth be standard 
in the USE Organization. 

Interpretive Mnemonic OP Codes 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

Ramo-Wooldridge and Lockheed Missiles were appointed as a sub-committee to make 
detailed recommendations with respect to mnemonic OP codes for i nstructions 
which are to be interpreted along with the octal equivalent of such instructions 
as well as their definitions. The sub-committee is instructed t o make recom-
mendations '.. tt!:):be:. distributed t .o all member or ganizations . The purpose 
of this is to allow a final set of standards on this matter to be finally 
agreed upon at the next USE Meeting. 

Burlingame's Programmed Program Interrupt 

Mr. Burlingame is an 1103A engineer working with the Corp3 of Engineers. The 
Corp3 of Engineers will incorporate into their machine an addi.tion to the pro­
gram interrupt feature along the following lines. There will be available 
some instruction which may be an EF instruction with a unique EF code which 
will allow an interrupt pulse to be initiated under program control. Asso­
ciated with the initiation of this sequence will be a delay counter which will 
allow execution of a certain number of instructions immediately after execution 
of the EF instruction; after this fixed number of instructions has been exe­
cut~d, an interrupt pulse will be sent out. One programming use of this 
procedure would be to allow traCing of a program. Richard Pet onke of the Corps 
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of Engineers described this feature. After some discussion it was agreed 
that the Program Development Committee could not at this time have an effec­
tive discussion because of lack of knowledge of details. Petonke agreed 
to gather together all the information that the Corp of Engineers has avail­
able on the details of this feature along with any recommendations from their 
organization about the use of such a feature and incorporate them into a 
USEful Note which would then be circulated t o all USE members. It was agreed 
that this USEful Note should be circulated well in advance of the next meet­
ing of USE in order for the individual members to be in a position for an 
effective discussion of the use of this feature at the time of the next 
meeting. It was not felt appropriate at this time to make a formal request 
from Remington-Rand on the price of such a modification. The Corps of Engineers 
will, if possible , include any information about their experience, along with 
the estimated cost of the modification in the USEful Note . 

Catalog of USE Routines 

At t he last Program Development Committee meeting in January , a sub-committee 
consisting of members of APL and ORO was appointed to make recommendations 
with respect to a catalog classification system for USE Routines . At that 
meeting two very different methods had been pr oposed and discussed, namely 
a catagorical scheme and a lexicographical scheme . After considerable dis­
cussion of the merits and disadvantages of each of the schemes, a vote on a 
recommendation to the Policy Committee was t aken. The vote was 6 to 4 in 
favor of recommending the lexicographical scheme t o the Policy Committee for 
acceptance as a standard USE Cataloging method. The following or ganizations 
voted in favor of the lexicographical scheme : ORO i BA j HO, RR, RW~ AP . The 
following organizations voted for the categorical scheme: Bureau of Census, 
WF, CE, ML. The report of the sub-committee appointed at t he January meeting 
is attached as Appendix D of this report in the form of a letter from its 
chairman to the chairman of the Program Development Committee. A suggestion 
for a catagorical scheme was submitted by Lockheed at the January meeting and 
is a modification of the SHARE system. This suggested catalog classification 
is attached as Appendix E of this report. Inasmuch as a recommendation to t he 
Policy Committee to accept the lexicographical scheme was not accepted, it is 
believed appropriate to attach these detailed descriptions of the two schemes 
so that final action may definitely be taken at the next USE Meeting. In 
the catagorical scheme,a pr oposal for which is attached as Appendix E, the 
letters outlining the main classes of r outines and the numbers indicating 
t he sub-classes would be incorporated as a letter number pair in the name 
of .each standard USE Subroutine. In the lexicographical scheme, t he only 
requirement would be that the first two letters be those officially assigned 
to the originating installation . 

Collectio.n of Formalization of Standards for Coding and Writeup of USE Programs 

After some discussion it was agreed that the most effective way of achieving 
this up-dating and formalization of the indicated standards was to have 
Ramo-Wooldridge produce an expanded up-to-date USE Compiler Programming Manual, 
and incorporate therein a complete description of the exact format of the USE 
Subroutine programs and the writeup thereof. It was pointed out by Robert 
Tantzen of Holloman that since the Transuse language could be understood by 
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the USE Compiler, it might be well to incorporate into the suggested writeup 
a statement to this effect and pointing out in some detail those features of 
the USE Compiler which were not features of the Transuse Conversion Program. 
It was agreed that RW and HO would work together on deciding the advisability 
and feasibility of including this feature in the suggested writeup. The 
Compiler Programming Manual No. 2 alluded above is to be ready for distribu­
tion to all members of the USE _Organization before the time of the next USE 
Meeting. 

Method of Revision of USE Routines 

After some discussion it was agreed unanimously to make the following recommen­
dation to the Policy Committee on the matter of revising, correcting, and 
updating writeups and programs submitted through the Standard USE channels. 

Recommendation: 

The responsibility for correcting, rev1s1ng, modifying, up-dating, etc., 
of any routine submitted to the USE Organization shall rest with the 
member organization originating the routine. 

As soon as the originating organization is made aware that there is 
an error, in either the writeup or the coding of a routine which 
they have submitted to the USE Organization, they shall immediately 
write a letter to the Executive Secretary of USE. The first para­
graph of this letter shall state "An error has been found in routine 

" The remainder of the letter shall state what 
action has b.een taken or is being taken to correct the routine and 
the writeups which have been submitted j the effect of the discovered 
error on programs which have used this routine, and the nature of the 
error. This letter shall be forwarded immediately t o the Executive 
Secretary of USE who shall duplicate it without delay and will send 
it on to all the member organizations. 

The origin~ting installation shall as soon as practicable send to the 
Executive Secretary of USE the corrected sheets which are to replace 
the erroneous sheets in the previous report so that the Executive 
Secretary, by properly combining the original and the new sheet, 
may produce a completely correct, up-to-date program writeup. Each 
such sheet submitted shall have written in t he upper righthand corner 
"Corrected" followed by the dat e of the effect ive correcti on. The 
Executive Secretary shall make sure that t he cover sheet of the sub­
routine writeup bears the same notation before the corrected and 
complete writeup is circulated to the USE Members. 

The USE program shall not have its identifying abbreviated name 
changed merely because the previous edition has been corrected. A 
routine shall have its identifying name changed only when it is a 
revision or modification of a previous routine which is correct. 

The above recommendation was accepted by the Policy Committee and is therefore 
a standard procedure to be used in revising USE Routines submitted through the 
USE Executive Secretary. 
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Coding Assignments 

Included in coding assignments is the disposition of item 8 of the formal 
agenda namely "Card Output Routine for USE Compiler". 

Robert Tantzen (HO) has volunteered to prepare as a standard USE Subroutine 
a program which will translate the side-by-side listing of a program compi led 
by the USE Compiler to punched cards in a form suitable for listing. In this 
connection, it was pointed out that the side-by-side output listing format 
produced by the USE Compiler has been modified from that previously used so 
that the execution and storage addresses followed by the octal equivalent of 
t he word appears on the leftmost part of the print ed page . This information 
is immediately followed by the symbolic form of the line of coding in ques­
t ion and this line of coding ends with the comments. It was agreed that this 
tape-to-card routine would do no more than take the first 80 excess 3 charac­
t ers from each blockette on a side-by-side listing tape and translate on a 1 
for 1 basis to the standard punch card combinations t o produce the listings. 
It was pOinted out that in some cases this might result in truncating the 
comments. It was agreed that the excess 3 pulse code equivalents and that 
t he punch combinations on the IBM card bot h be supplied in tabular form so 
that a simple change of 1 or both of these tables would allow the routine to 
be modified so that both its input and output would be compatible with the 
characteristics of the High-Speed Printer and/or the IBM Listing equipment 
used at that particular installation. The writeup of the routine is to make 
it perfectly clear exact ly how this may be done whenever desired. R-W and HO 
will coordinate the activity on this r outine so that it will meet completely 
t he preliminary specifications described above. 

Some coding assignments were made for number conversion programs to be asso­
ciated with the Generalized Edit Routine bei ng worked on by Wright Field. They 
have already coded a binary to octal number conversion program--this was men­
tioned earlier in the report. They also have available an alphanumeric conver­
sion program which consists of nothing more than moving excess 3 characters 
around in the proper manner . 

Wright Field has agreed to code a stated decimal s ingle preC1Slon and a float­
ing decimal single preCision number conver sion subroutine for use with the 
High-Speed Printer Generalized Edit Rout ine. These two routines will be coded 
as standard USE Subroutines and will be completely checked out and made 
available to all members at the time of the next USE Meeting. 

Wright Field has also agreed to start work on a number conversion program 
suitable for use with the Generalized Edit Routine which will convert double 
precision floating point binary numbers to excess 3. They will attempt t o 
have t his r out ine done by the time of the next USE Meeting, but are not able 
at this time t o say definitely that it will be done. 

No other coding assignments were made except those implied in the discussion 
of progress on the USE Compiler. 

Revision of Standards for Subroutines 

The present standards f or a USE Subroutine require that control be transferred 
back to the main program from the subroutine to t he cell immediately f ollowing 
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the return jump to the subroutine. It was pointed out that this precluded 
the acceptance as standard USE Subroutines of many programs which now make 
use of the cells immediately following the calling sequence t o contain para­
meter words. In such cases the parameters are immediately transferred into 
the subroutine in accordance with the USE Standards but control returns to 
the cell immediately following the last of these parameter words. After 
some discussion it was agreed that the present standards are workable and it 
did not seem worthwhile to reopen the subject again. Therefore, the present 
standards for USE SUbroutines remain in effect. As mentioned previously, 
they will be incorporated as part of the USE Compiler Programming Manual 
No . 20 

Boeing Service Routine Package 

Richard Carriker of Boeing submitted to the committee a writeup of the Boeing 
Service Routine package which is contained on the magnetic drum dead space 
of the Boeing 1103A. The writeup was submitted on vellum masters and will be 
made available to the entire organization in the form of a USEful Note. The 
presentation of this report precipitated a discussion on operating systems and 
behaviour of 1103A's in general. It was pointed out by Philip Desilets 
of Remington Rand that each group of the drum has available not less than 
128 cells in the drum space p yielding a t otal of 512 drum dead space cells 
in all. However , it was noted that in no case did any drum have less than 
150 cells in the dead space in each group and could have as many as 170. It 
was pretty generally agreed in fact that each organization could assume not 
less than 160 dead space cells per group even though Remington Rand guaranteed 
only 128. The problem of having the dead. space pr ograms operate with more 
than 1 interlace was discussed and it was pointed out that Boeing's service 
r outines would oper ate only with 4 inter lace. It appeared from the discussion 
that this would be adequate to handle virtually all cases and that other less 
convenient methods would have to be used when programs required other than 4 
interlace. The discussion continued about some details of tape operation, 
and so forth. 

Modifications of USE Compiler for Machines Without Built-in Floating Point 

Robert Tantzen of HO pointed out t hat some installations are not now getting 
the built in floating point with the 1l03A but do expect to at some later 
time. It was also mentioned that in particular the exchange and writing of 
mathematical routines by installations which did have built-in floating-
point might be somewhat inhibited because the standar d USE Machine did not 
have built in floating point . It was recommended that the USE Compiler be 
made available in a 2nd version t o facilitate t he handling of this problem. 
The modification would work something like t his . The 9 operation codes asso­
ciated with the built-in floating point package would be treated as lines 
of coding calling for a standard USE subroutine. For example , an PM opera­
tion code would be translated by .the USE Compiler to a return jump to a 
compiled subroutine. This compiled subroutine would simulate completely 
and in detail the actual operation of the built-in floating point multiply 
instruction leaving all registers associated with the execution of this 
instruction in exactly the same state as they would be if the floating mul­
tiply had actually been executed by the floating point package. A set of such 
subroutines would be developed and made available as part of the USE Compiler 
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Subroutine Library. It was agreed that this modification to the USE Compiler 
would greatly enhance its value. Tantzen of HO pointed out that they have 
already solved the problem at Holloman by causing the Transuse .Conversion 
Program upon encountering a floating point operation to incorporate at that 
point in the ·. coding a sufficient number of lines of coding to simulate the 
built in floating point operation. This technique could be described as 
incorporating open-ended subroutines into the main program. The modification 
of the USE Compiler described would essentially incorporate, usually into the 
compiled region, a set of closed subroutines for Simulating the floating 
point operation. HO will write up this feature of the Transuse Conversion 
Program and make this report available to the USE members as a USEful Note. 
The modification to the USE Compiler will be undertaken as soon as possible 
and the specifications will be included in the USE Compiler Programming Manual 
No.2 by R-W. 

Conclusion 

The Program Development Cormnittee will next meet on July 25 and 26 at Seattle 
in conjunction with the meeting of the entire USE ,Organization, Boeing acting 
as hosts for the meeting. 

Respecfully submitted, 

Donn Cambelic, Chairman 
Program Development Committee 
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APPENDIX C 

Standard USE Subroutines Available on Symbolic Cards 

RWEXX2 
RWLNXl 
RWATX0 
RWSCXl 
RWSNXl 
RWCNXl 
RWSCX2 
RWSNX2 
RWCNX2 
RWASXl 
RWASX3 
RWACX3 
RWSQX0 

RWSQFl 
RWEXF3 
RWLNF2 
RWATFl 
RWSCF4 
RWSNF4 
RWCNF4 
RWASF2 

RWDIXl 
RWRNX0 
MLT001 
RWCPX2 
RWGMX3 

April 23, 1957 

Stated Point Exponential 
II " Natural Logarithm 
" " Arctangent ,. " Sine and Cosine 
" " Sine 
" " Cosine 
" " Sine and Cosine, small angle 
" " Sine, small angle 
" II COSine, small angle 
" " Arcsine and Arcosine 
II " Arcsine 
" " Arcosine 
II " Square Root 

Floating Point Square Root 
II II Exponential 
II II Natural Logarithm 
11 II Arctangent 
II " Sine and Cosine 
II 11 Sine 
" II Cosine 
11 " Arcsine and Arcosine 

Stated Point Definite Integral 
Stated Point Random Numbers 
Octal Tape Read 
Stated Point Card output 
Stated Point Gill Method Integration 
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", ••••••• The advantages and disadvantages of both schemes were discussed. 
In both schemes the detailed description and coding of t he routines would 
be filed in order by the tag. In the four alpha-numeric digits of the tag, 
the collating sequence would be numeric followed by alphabetic . The advan­
tages attributed to the classification scheme were : 

a. the tag would describe the routine and therefore one would 
not require an index if the classification scheme were known, 

b . the detailed description and coding of like r outines would be 
filed together. 

The disadvantages attributed t o the classification scheme were : 

D-l 

a. the difficulty of determining t he category into which a particu­
lar routine belonged, 

b . the difficulty of designing an all inclusive classification 
system. 

The advantages attributed to the lexicographical scheme were: 

a. the ease of plaCing the titles of the routines in the index since 
no decision is required as to classification, 

b. cross referencing could be accomplished by writing the title of 
the routine in various ways, 

c. an installation may still design its own classification scheme for 
the tags. 

The disadvantages attributed to the lexicographical scheme were : 

a. the index must be referred to in order to find the tag of a 
r outine , 

b. the detailed description and coding of like routines would not 
be filed together. 

After the discussion of both schemes, the subcommittee agreed t hat the lexi­
cographical scheme was more desirable. A sample listing using this scheme 
was prepared and is enclosed ivi th this report .• 

The subcommittee makes the following recommendations: 

a. the USE organization adopt the lexicographical scheme of cataloguing, 

b. each installation forward to the executive secretary the descrip­
tion, coding, tag and short title of the routine, 

c. the USE organization accept the offer of APL to maintain the 
catalogue, 

d. the USE organization request that RemRand, st. Paul reproduce and 
distribute the periodic listing produced by APL. 



Acceptance Test - Drum 
Acceptance Test - Tape 
Add - Double Precision Method 1 
Add - Double Precision Method 2 
Arccosine - Floating Point 
Arccosine - Stated Point 
Arcsine - Floating Point 
Arcsine - Stated Point 
Arctangent - Floating Point 
Arctangent - Stated Point 
Card Input - Variable Field 
Card. Package 
Compiler See Transus€ 
Complex Arithmetic Package 
Conversion 1103 to 1103A 
Cosine - Floating Point 
Cosine - Stated Point 
Double Precision Add Method 1 
Double Precision Add Method 2 
Double Precision Multiply Method 1 
Double Precision MUltiply Met hod 2 
Drum Acceptance Test 
Dump - Bioctal 
Dump - Flex 
Exponential - Floating Point 
Exponential - Stated Point 
Floating Point Data Tape Input 
Input See Card 
Input See Paper Tape 
Input See Tape 
Leap Frog 
Loading Paper Tape Bioctal 
Loading Paper Tape Flex 
Logari.th.m - Floating Point 

ogarithm - Stated Poi nt 
Mu.ltiply ,- Double Precision Method 1 
Multiply - Double Precision Met hod 2 
Octal Data 'Tape Input 
Output See Card 
Output See Paper Tape 
Ovxput See Print Edit 
output See Tape 
Paper Tape Loading ~, Bioctal 
Paper Tape Loading - Flex 
Post Mortem - Changed Word 
Print Edit 
Service Rout ine See Dump 
Service Routine See Post Mortem 
Service Routine See Trace 
Sine - Floating Point 
Sine - St ated Point 

* 1 indicates USE routine, 2 indicates non-USE routine 

MLMDl 
MLTPl 
RRADDl 
RRADD2 
RRASN2 
RRASNl 
RRASN2 
RRASNl 
RWAT15 
RWATIO 
MLC2 
RRcv37 
HOTRAN 
APL016 
RRlOOO 
RWSIN2 
RRSINl 
RRADDl 
RRADD2 
RRMPl 
RRMP2 
MLMDl 
RRDUBI 
RRDUFL 
RWEXP2 
RWEXPl 
MLTPl 

MLMD2 
RRLl23 
RRLl24 
RRl231 
RRl230 
RRMPl 
RRMP2 
MLTP2 

RRLl23 
RRL124 
RRPMCW 
MFEDIT 

RWSIN2 
RRSINl 

D-2 

* 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 



Square Root - Floating Point 
Square Root - Stated Point 
Stated Point Data Tape Output 
Tape Acceptance Test 
Tape Handler - General 
Tape Input - Floating Point 
Tape Input - Octal 
Tape Output - Stated Point 
Trace - Jump 
Transuse 

RR56T.l.. 
RR5670 
BATPSP 
MLTPl 
RRrAPE 
MLTPl 
MLTP2 
BATPSP 
RRrRlO 
HCJ.rRAN 
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1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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APPENDIX E 

SUGGESTED CATALOG CLASSIFICATION 

FOR USE ROUTINES 

A. Progrannned Arithmetic 

1. Real 
2. Complex 
3. Decimal 

B. Elementary Functions 

1. Trigonometric 
2. Jtrperbolic 
3. Exponential and Logarithmic 
4. Roots and Powers 

C • Polynomials and Special Functions 

1. Evaluation of Polynomials 
2. Roots of Polynomials 
3. Evaluation of Special Functions 

D. Operations on Functions and Solutions of Differential Equations 

1. Numerical Integration 
2. Numerical Solutions of Ordinary Differential Equations 
3. Numerical Solutions of Partial Differential Equations 
4. Numerical Differentiation 

E. Interpolation and Approximations 

1. Table Look-up and Interpolation 
2. Curve Fitting 
3. Smoothing 

F. Operations on Matrices; Vectors and Simultaneous Linear Equations 

1. Matrix Operations 
2. Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors 
3. Determinants 
4. Simultaneous Linear Equations 

G. Statistical AnalYSis and Probability 

1. Data Reduction 
2. Correlation and Regression Analysis 
3. Sequential Analysis · 
4. Analysis of Variance 
5. Random Number Generat ors 

E-l 



, 1 .. - E-2 

H. Operations Research and Linear Programming 

I. Input 

1- Binary 
2. CX!tal 
3. Decimal 
4. Composity 

J. output 

1- Binary 
2. Octal 
3. Decimal 
5· Analog 
9· Composite 

K. Executive Routine 

1. Assembly 
2. Compiling 

L. Information Processing 

1. Sorting 
2. Conversion 
3. Collating and Merging 

M. Debugging Routines 

1. Tracing 
2. Dump 
3. Search 
4. Breakpoint Print 

N. Simulation Programs 

1. Peripheral Equipment Simulators 

o. Diagnostic Programs 

P. Service Programs 

1. Clear, Reset Programs 
2. Check Sum Programs 
3. Restore, Rewind, Tape Mark, Load Button Programs 

Z • All others 



Minutes of Program Development Committee 
Appendix A 

H~.Qh Speed Print~r Edi,t Rou),iile 

Wright Field Progress Report 
19 Ap r il 1957 

i 

The High SPeed Printer Edit Routipe has been written and punched on cards ip 
prepa.ration for checkin~ on an 1103A. Some preliminary checking has been done 
on the Wright Fi~ld 1103. ~ In addition, an oc~al conversion rou~ine has been 
written, punched on cards, and also parti~lly c~cke4 on the Wright Field 1103. , 

"'-, 
Some modifipations have been made ip the specifications produped by the USE 
Subcommittee at Palo Alto in November 1956. ' No further modifications are antic-' 
ipated. : The following specifications for the off-line fixed block version are 
therefore expected to be final. 

EU,it Routine 

The Edit Routine is a standard USE suprou,tipe which e~ii~s alphanup1eric informa~ 
tion from core or drum memory~ preparing magnetic tape su~table for listipg on 
the off-~ipe High Speed Pr.inter. , Any of a number of conversion or translat.ion 
rou,tipes may be uF>ed to produpe the alphanuflleric characters for t he Edi.t Rou,tine 
from binary data. , 

The Edit Rou,tine requ~res that one argUfllent word be transferred into it by the 
ca.lling sequence and that a paramet~r list be available. One entry in to the 
Edi t Routine is sU,fficient to produce any number of lines N, less than 1000, of 
identical format. Eacn colujlm in the group of N line.s requ.ires two descript.ive 
wordp i!1 the parameter list •. 

The arg~en~' wdPd which is ' transferred into th~ Edit Routine by the callipg 
sequ~nce is made up as fol .10ws: . 

x X XX XXX XXXXX 
F E T N P 

P is th~ adaress of the first word of tpe parameter list. 
N is the ~imal number of l.in~.s of. i~eDtipal format to be produped • . 

(1 ~ N S 999 ), 
T i p the decimal nup1ber of the servo upit on which ou~put is to be recorded. 

(1 <" T < 10) 
E and F " are octal digi~s which indicate that printer cont,rol characters 

are to be wri:tten as follows: . 

If B' = 1,2,3, ' or 4, . a fast feed 1,2,3, ' or 4· symbol is placed in the 
first of the N blockettes. " 

If F 32 =. 1, a mu~.tiline symbol is placed in each of the N blockettes • . 

If F31 7, 1, a printer breakpoint symbol i? placed i~ the first of the 
N blockettes. 

If Fro:::::: 1, a printer stop symbol is plac~d in the last of the N 
blocket tes. 
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A block of informatifm is written on tape as soon as it is complete. , 

k change in tpe specifi~d servo up,i t will cause the Edit Routipe to wri te a 
partially fi,lled b)ock if i tt exists before th,is change is accomplished. , 

W'nen special symbols are to be Wrilt ten" the total number of characters avail.,.· 
able for blockette constru~tipn is 120 minu,s tp~ number of symbols used. , 

The p§rameter" li~t which is stored beginning at address P contains a pair of 
parameter words for each colupm followed by ,a pair of control words , P1 and P2 
to signa.l tpe end of the list. , P1 is always zero~:- l.f, P2 =, 0, aparti~l,ly 
fil~ed block is not written at the end of N blockettes. ~ If P2 f 0, a partially 
fi,lled block is wri,tten at the end of N blockettes. , 

Each pair of words ip: the parameter list is made up as ' follows: , 

xx XXXXX 'XXX XX 
D M W: S 

, 
-----, XXXXX 

C 

W i~ the decimal n~rnber of cha~acters allot ted to the column.: f 1 & W_ ~ 120~) ' 
S is the ' decirnal number of spaces to precede the colUjTIIl. , (0.:5 S S 99) ; 
M i ,s the address oJ the first word of data to appear in this column. , 
D is the octal increment to be added to M to obtain the addresses of data 

for su~ceedipg li]1es of this column.:' . 
C is the first address occupied by th~ conversion rou,t ,ine which i ,s requ,i ,red 

for data in this colUjlln. ' 

The remaihder of the second word of the pair may contain addi ,tipnal informati9n 
requi;I-ed by the particu,lar conversion rou,tire,. su~h as scaling, or the first 
address of additipnal information requ~red. , The precise form of this word wi~l 
be specified by th~ particu,l~r conversion rou;t,ipe. ; 

The Ed,i ,t Rou~.ipe , generatf:s a calling sequence which, transfers tpis pa,ir of 
parameter words, ipto the pa.rti~u~ar conversipn rou,tij1e wi th the address C replaced 
by the address' at whi¢h tpe conversi9n rou,tipe i,5 to store W resu~ ts. 

dpiwe'rsipni Rbu11.he~~ 

Any, number of conyersion rou,t ,ines, . whi~h are also stand~rd USE subroutipes; ' may 
be avai~able in the 1.iprary. , A "~CATEn line in the program is us~d t9 select 
each conversJon rout,ine requ.ired and to assi.i5n a sYiubolic locatipn,p' C, designated 
ill the parameter li~t,. ; Each conversi9n routipe requires two ar~u!Uent words, . 
whiph, are transferred into i;t, by the Edit Rou~Jf1e. : These two arguments are th~ 
two words ip th~ pa.remeter li,st with C (i ,.~:., : the v address of the second word) t 
replaced by tp.~ , address at wh,ieh the conversipn rou,tine is to store W results.. : 

2 
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Th~ re~Uf ts from th~ convers~t:m rou,tipe will be a s~ries of 6:-:ti t excess three 
charact~rs. , On exi~ from tpe conversion rou~ ine Q35 wi 11 be zero if th!=se 
characters are packed six to a word. Q35 will be one if these characters are 
st9red one to a word in th~ r,ightmost six bit~, wi.th the leftmost th,irty bits 
beipg zero.: 

3 



Proceedings of; the Mathematics Commit.tee of the USE Organization 

April 25-26, 1957 Dayton, Ohio 

The Mathematics Committee met during the regular session of the USE 
organization at 
Dr. James \olard, 
in. Appendix A. 
representing 13 

the Van Cleve Hotel, Dayton, Ohio under the chairmanship of 
Holloman Air Force Base. The agenda for the session is given 
Over 30 persons participated during the course of the meeting, 
organizations. (See Appendix B.) 

Thursday, April 25, 1957 

Tvro papers were delivered at the morning session. One was a report by 
Enrry Shaw of the Applied Physics Laboratory concerning a study of error growth 
using the Adams method for integrating ordinary differential equations 
(Appendix C). Werner L. Frank presented some results of an investigation into 
the methods of Runge-Kutta-Gill and Adams-Moulton as carried out by Dr. S. D. 
Conte at The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation (Appendix D). Also a new method 
employing Gauss Quadrature was cited. Both of these talks generated consider­
able interest and discussion. Some very pertinent questions indicated further 
need for investigations in these directions. A number of other contributions 
were made in the discussion that followed, notably by R. Turner, G. Blanch, 
R. Simon and B. Rudin. 

A brief summary of existing routines at the various installations is 
given in Appendix E. 

In the afternoon Dr. Gertrude Blanch of Wright Air Develo~ment Center 
presented a paper devoted to some general co:r..siderations in choosing an integra­
tion procedure. In summary, she stated that;* 

(1) Routines should incorporate special formulas for special cases. 

(2) Each installation ought to have a 4th order Runge-Kutta routine. 

(3) The Adams-Moulton method is noted for its stability as opposed to 
themore unstable method of Milne. Hm·rever, the latter is probably 
good over a short interval, say [O,lJ ". 

(4) The integral equation approach is recommended since it avoids 
predicting and may have better round-off control. 

Dr. Blanch suggested a number of problems with which to test the various 
routine s • (Appendix F.) 

During the remainder of the afternoon a discussion took place which is 
summarized in the recommendations made to the Policy Committee. (Appendix G.) 

* 'l'hese remarks are new availab2..e in a paper, IICriteria for the choice of an 
integration formula 11 , and ca.'1 be obtained by dire~t request to Dr. Blanch. 
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Friday, April 26, 1957 

Dr. John Carr, University of Michigan and i-lright Air Development Center, 
presented some error analysis techniques as applied to the Adams-Moulton 
and Runge-Kutta methods. He discussed general procedures which lead to error 
bounds for integration formulas. Dr. Carr noted that he was very much in 
favor of the discussions promoted by this committee and invited us to meet 
at some future time at the University of Michigan. Dr. Carr has consented 
to send to those present a number of reports dealing with t:re topic at hand 
and error analysis in general. 

Prior to the general meeting in the afternoon, three status reports were 
presented to the group regarding programs prepared as a result of previous 
meetings: 

(a) A preliminary description of the autocorrelation and 
density routine was distributed by Harry Shaw (APL). 
written but needs- checking out pending acceptance of 
(Appendix H.) 

spectral 
The code is 

the 110}A. 

(b) A description and symbolic USE listing was distributed by Herner 1-
Frank (RW) of a curve fitting program which employs orthogonal 
polynomials. (Appendix I) 

(c) B. Rudin distributed an abstract describing a Lockheed routine for 
curve fitting by orthogonal polynomials. (Appendix J) 

Submi tted by 

James Hard, Hollomar. 

Vierner L. Frank, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corp: 



Appendix A 

USE ORGANIZATION 

AGENDA OF MEETINGS OF MATHEMATICS COMMITTEE 

Host Organization: Wright Air Development Center 

Dayton, Ohio 

April 25-26, 1957 

Theme: Ordinary Differential Equations 

Chairman: Dr. James Ward, Holloman Air Force Base 

Thursday, April 25, 1957 
9:00 A.M. Experiments in Error Estimates in Solving Differential Equations 

Mr. Harry Shaw, Applied Physics Laboratory 

10:00 A.M. Experiments in the Numerical Solution of Differential Equations. 
A Comparison of the Methods of Runge-Kutta-Gill and the Predictor-
Corrector Procedure of Adams Moulton . 

Mr. Werner L. Frank, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

10:45 A.M. Discussion 

12:00 Noon Lunch 

1: 30 P.M. Criteria for Choosing an Integration Formula 

Dr. Gertrude Blanch, Wright Air Development Center 

2: 30 P.M. Discussion 

3:30 P.M. Preparation of Report and Recommendations to USE Policy Committee 

Friday, April 26, 1957 
9: 00 A.M. Generalized Functional Round-Off Error Analysis 

Dr. John W. Carr III, University of Michigan and Consultant 
for Wright Air Development Center 

10: 30 A.M. Report by Members 

a. Status of Curve Fitting Routine by Orthogonal Polynomials -

Werner L. Frank 

b. Status of Autocorrelation and Power Spectral Density Routine -

Harry Shaw 

12: 00 Noon Lunch 

1: 30 P.M. General. Session 



Appendix. B 

. 
PD:rticipo.nts at Nathematics Committee 

1. Applied Physics Laboratory 

2. Frankford Arsenal 

3· Holloman Air Force Base 

4. Lockheed Missiles 

5· National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 

6. Operations Research Office 

7. Radio Corporation of America (Waltham) 

8. Ramo -viooldridge Corporation 

9· Remington Rand 

10. Hhi te Sands Proving Grounds 

11. \-lright Air Development Center (WCRRM) 

12. Wright Air Development Center (WCRRU) 

13. Wright Air Development Center (WpRRY) 

Harry Shaw 

Rdph E. Brown 

Garner McGrossen 
..... James Ward 

B. B. Rudin 
R. Talmadge 

George J. Moshos 
L. R. Turner 

Peter Pastoriza 

V. J. Harackiewicz 

Werner L. Frank 

T. V. Cooper 
Ernest E. Haight 
Jack K. Hale 
Ben Mittman 
R. Simon 
Richard Zemlin 

Nancy Ingram 
Gray L. Pyle 

D. S. Clemm 
H. E. Fettis 
M. Thomas 
M. Valentine 

Thomas A. Brown 
France s J. Cryan 
Miles S. Edwards 
Richard P. Harrison 
Harley Hill 
Sidney H. Miller 
Michael Tikson 
Hewitt S. Toney 
D. C. Zonars 

Cheryle Smith 
Gertrude Blanch 
John W. Carr III 

(University of Michigan) 
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Experllnental Consideration of the Error 
Associated with Adams Method. 

INTRODUCTION: 

~C-.59 

20 March 19.57 

The use of numerical methods in approximatinq the solutions of 
initial value problems in ordinary differential equations is complicated 
by the fact that not a great de'al is known about the way truncation and 
round-off errors are introduced at each step or about the way these stepwise 
error~ accumulate as the solution proceeds. Such errors are evidently 
functions of the system of differential equations (and initial conditions), 
the numerical method, and the manner in which the arithmetic is carried out. 
An obvious way of attempting to learn s'amething of the nature of these errors 
is experllnentation in which these "parameters" are varied more or less 
systematically. 

The choice of parameters should probably be made with the followinq 
basic class i fications in mind. Differential equations are linear or non-linear. 
Arithmetic is fixed point or fJoatinq point with the number of fiqures retained 
being an additional variable. The usual numerical methods are of the open, 
closed, or Runqe-[utta types with the step size being an additional variable. 

SUMMARY 

A program was prepared for the IBM 6.50 in the Bell Interpretive 
System to solve the initial value problem consisting of the system of ' 
differential equations 

1) 
, 

Y = Z 
Z'= - Y 

subject to the initial conditions 

d Y(O) = 0 
Z(O) = 1 

using Adams method with one difference 

AI) Y1 ' 1= Yl + h (1 + -2
1 

V)Y'l,n' ,n+ ,n 

Z , =Z + h (1 + 1 V) Z , 
l,n+l l,n 2 ,l,n 

or using Adams method with two differences 

A2 ) Y Y + h (1 1 2- 'V 2 )Y' = + 2' V +12 2,n+l 2,n 2,n 

Z Z + h (1 1 2-
V 2)Z'2,n. = + 2' V +12 2,n+l 2,n 
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The differential equations are linear, both methods are of the open type, 
and the arithmetic is floating point retaining eight decimal digits. 

made 
with 
cant 

The solution of problem 1-1' is y= ~in x, Z= cos x. Runs were 
out to two cycles using Al and A2 with 2 steps per cycle k = 4(1)10 
the necessary number of starting values being provided to eight signifi­
figures in each case. " Values of the respective error functions. 

E h(nh)= sin nh -Y , j= 1,2 were computed and punched out at 
intervals oi'one sixteenth of jAn cycle and the results graphed and included 
as Figures 2 - 9. A similar run but to ten cyrles was made using A2 with 
a step size of one sixty-fourth of a cycle and the resulting error function 
graph is included as Figure 10. 

The remainder of this memo consists of a discussion of the 
accumulated errors and stepwise errors observed in the above runs and of 
a comparison of errors for the two methods. 

ACCUMULATED ERRORS 

The error curves * indicate error functions of the fonms 

( 
2 nh 

El,h nh) IV -Cl,h 2n. Cos nh 

nh 
• ? • 

~n 
sin nh 

2 
where the C 's correspond to errors accumulated over one cycle and are listed 
in Table I. 

TABLE I 

STEPS /I'V 
2 

/"1 2 
Cl h '-'2 h 
....::.L:..!. ....:=.t.:.:.. 

16 .5.2 10- 1 x .L 1.4 x 10-1 

.32 1.1 x 10- 1 
l.8x 10- 2 

64 2 • .5 x 10- 2 
2 • .3 x 10-.3 

128 6 • .5 x 10-.3 2.9 x 10-4 

2.56 1.6 x 10-3 3.6 x 10-.5 

.512 4.2 x 10 -4 2.4 x 10-.5 

1024 8.1 x 10-.5 2.4 x 10-.5 

*Except for A2 with .512 steps I~and 1024 steps I~where there is a curious 
phase shift of about 900 and a marked drop in amplibbde of the last lobe 
plotted. This effect is quite likely connected with round-off errors. 
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4 The truncation error per step is of order hJ for Al and of order 
h for A2. ThUB ratios of the forms 

would indicate that the stepwise errors are due to truncation rather than 
to round-off. Actual ratios are listed in Table II. 

TABLE II 

STEre IIV 
2 1 2 2 

C
2 

Cl,h / C2,h C"h I, h 
2 

16 4.7 7.8 

32 4.4 7.8 

64 3.8 7.9 

128 4.1 8.1 

2.56 J.8 1.5 

.512 .5.2 1.0 

1024 

It would then appear that round-off error is neqliqible for Al ' 
at least thru 1024 steps l'Vand for A2 thru 2.56 steps I~. The appearance 
of round-off error is rather dramatic in the case of ' A2 at .512 steps I~ 
This suqqests the concept of an "opt Unum" step size h which for A2 and the 
problem under consideration corresponds to about 2,56 iteps I~ • 

Although evidenoe presented here is rather scant, it seams a 
reasonable conjecture that round-off error I~ R, truncation error ltv T, 
and total exror I~E behave somewhat as indicated by Figure 1. 
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This suqqests the concept of a min~um error '~step size h which for A2 
and the problem under consideration corresponds to about lri!4 steps I~. 

CCMPARISON OF ERRORS 

For the purpose of comparison of error 1~U8ing Al against the 
error I'V usinq A2 the rat ios Cl~h/ C2~h are listed in Table III. 

STEPS 1 'V 

16 
,2 
64 

128 

2.56 

.512 
1024 

TABLE III 

C 2 I C 2 
l,h - 2,h 

'.7 
6.1 

10.9 

22.4 

44.4 

17 • .5 
,.4 

2 In the absence of significant round-off C1 _h would be about 
. 2 x 10-.5 for 2048 steps I~ which is of about the s~e order as C2 

2,h 
for 2.56 steps I~. It miqht be interestinq to know the optUaum step size h 
if indeed such exists, for Al. 0, 

HS: 1bq 

){, SYtMY 
B. Shaw 

Note: Figures 2 throur;h 10 are not included ifith this Appendix and can be 
obtained by request to Applied Physics Laboratory. 



Some Experiments in the Numerical Solution 

of Differential Equations at 

The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

by 

S. D. Conte 

April 3, 1957 

1. Introduction. At the present time the Computing Center at .The Ramo­

Wooldridge Corporation leans heavily on the Runge-Kutta method as modified by 

Gill to integrate systems of first order differential equations. Three 

ro~nes are currently in use: a real fixed-point Runge-Kutta-Gillj a real 

floating point Runga-Kutta-Gill; a complex floating point Runge-Kutta-Gill. 

In most cases these routines give satisfactory results. However, they suffer 

from some distinct disadvantages "rhich may be surrnnarized b.riefly as follows: 

a) The difficulty of estimating the local error. 

b) The necessity of evaluating the derivatives 4 times for each step 

with a corresponding increase in computing time. 

c) The difficulty of controlling the grmvth of round-off · error, particularly 

in floating point operations. 

A program of experimental research was recently initiated with the following 

objectives. 

I. A comparison of multi-step methods with Runge-Kutta type methods. 

II. Provision for adequate control of round-off errors. 

III. Possible development of new methods. 

Some progress has been made toward each of these objectives. This report 

contains a summary of this progress. 

2. Integration based on the Adams-Moulton Formulas. Two multi-step methods 

of fourth order accuracy are in common use for solving differential equations-­

those of Milne and Adams-Moulton. Both are of the predictor-corrector type. 

The Adams-Moulton formulas were given preference over those of Milne because 
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t hey are essentially more stable ~ee, e .g . , Hildebrand, Introduction to 

Numerical Analysis, pp. 202-208J. Methods of this type have the advantage 

that one can estimate the local truncation error, and in addition they require 

fewer derivative evaluations than Runge-Kutta methods. However, they have the 

~advantage, apart from the possibility of instability, of requiring a special 

starting routine. A brief description of the Adams-Moulton method, which 

incorporates automatic adjusting of the interval size, follows. 

A. The starting method • . At the present time 4 successive values of the 

dependent variable are obtained by using the modified Euler method for the 

second point, and increasingly more accurate formulas for the third and fourth 

points. Since the local error in the modified Euler method is 0(h3) and that 

of the Adams method is 0(h5), the step size must be smaller in the starting 

routine than tha'~anticipated in the general routine to yield comparable degrees 

of accuracy. The factor by which the normal step size is to be reduced for the 

starting routine depends on the values of the derivatives of the functions in 

the neighborhood of the initial point, and hence is difficult to estimate in 

advance. As a general rule if h is the normal step size -anticipated in the 

general routine, we have been using E h fDr the starting routine. If the test 

described in Section B calls for halving at any time during the computation of 

the starting values, this step size is halved and the starting routine re-entered. 

B. The predictor-corrector formulas. The system of equations is assumed 

to be in the form 

(1) 

(i := l,2, ... ,N). 

Let y, . be the value of y, 
lJ 1 at x := x, and y'" the value of the derivatives of J lJ . 

y. at x := x,, and'let h be 
1 J 

the step increment. Then the predictor-corrector 

formulas are respectively 

( 2) 
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When y~p~ 
~,J+l 

has been obtained from (2), Y!(~)l is 
~,J+ 

obtained from (1). Then an 

i (c) application of (3) yields y~c~ 1 and (1) then yields 
~,J+ 

Yi,j+l' Tb estimate the 

truncation error at each step we form 

• 

(4) 

for each i and denote the maximum error by Ej +l , i.e. 

Ej +l = max €i,j+l (i = l, •. o,N). 

Thus E. 1 provides an estimate of the number of significant digits in the 
J+ 

corrected value of y. . l' This estimate can be used to decide 'i-Thether the 
~,J+ 

integration interval should be doubled, halved or l~ft as it is. The 

programmer will normally specify the minimum number of significant digits which 

he desires to maintain throughout the integration--say, E. Normally the routine 
1 -will determine a number ~ = M E to be used for doubling the interval, although 

M may be changed by the programmer. E . 1 is then tested against E. If E. 1::> E, 
J+ . J+ /' 

the interval must be halved. 

If E. 1---::: E, the interval is 
J+ -

matter of experimentation. 

If E . 1 <E, the routine then tests E. 1 against E. J+ .1-+-
doubled. The value of M to be used is largely a 

M = 100, in some problems, gave very good results. 

The test (4) is not very satisfactory near a zero of a function due to 

cancellation of significant digits. Thus the test will often call for unnecessary 

halving even when the predicted and corrected values are very close to each 

other. To avoid this difficulty the routine tests the corrected value of y 

for relative size. If its relative magnitude is small, the estimate (4) is 
• 

replaced by the estimate 

The corrector formula is used only once since it has been found that repeated 

application of the corrector formula will not, in general, improve the answers 

and, indeed, may in some cases yield poorer results. 
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C. The doubling and halving formulas. Assume that the integration has 

proceeded to the point j and that the error test calls for halving the interval. 

At this point Yi ., Yi . l' y. . 2' y. . 3 are stored and we must compute the 
,J ,J- 1,J- 1,J- 7 

intermediary values Yi ,j-3/2' Yi ,j-l/2' The formulas used have an error of O(h ) 

and are given in [1] : 

(6) 1 
Yi ,j-3/2 = 259 (12Yi ,j + 135Yi ,j_l + 108Yi ,j_2 + Yi ,j-3) 

+ 2~6 (- 3Yi,j - 54YI ,j_l + 27YI ,j_2)' 

Using the 4 consecutive values Yi . 3/ 2' y . . l' y .. 1/ 2' Yi . and their ,J- 1,J- 1,J- J 
computed derivatives the next point may be computed using equations (2) and 

(3) and an interval size of h/2. 

If the error test calls for doubling the interval, assuming that we have 

stored Yi,j+l' y .. , y .. l' y . . 2 and their .de·tivatives we use the formula 1,J 1,J- 1,J-

(8 ) 

+ h(120y.' . -1 + 480y! . + 180y! . ·1)' 1,J+ 1,J 1,J-

The computation is then continued using the values y. . 3' y. . l' y. . l' 1,J+ 1,J+ 1,J-
y .. 3 and their derivatives using an interval size of 2h. 
1,J-

After doubling of an interval has ·taken place, the routine is prevented 

from doubling again until 3 more points have been computed . 

The routine o.lso incorporates an option Hhich will not allow the interval 

size h to ~edacertain preassic;ned bound. 

3. Some comparisons of RKG and Adams-Moulton methods. 

A. Storage. The RKG subroutine requires 90 ,fords of storage as compared 

with 280 for the AM method. The TIKG method is also more economical of storage 

during the computation since it requires less storage of past information. 
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B. Speed. The AN method is considerably faster by a factor of 2 or 3 

although this ,·rill vary depending upon the complexity of the derivative 

functions. In general the more complicated the functions the greater the re l a ­

tive advantage of the AM method .,ill be. 

C. Accuracy . The two methods ,.·ere tested using several examples. For 

the following standard problem 

II (rr)2 y(O) y + 180 y = 0) 

rr 
,.,hose solution is y = cos 180 x the results are given in Table I for two step 

sizes. The error measured in units i n the 8th decimal place reaches relat ive 

li18.xiuo. o.nd minir:l[" at very nco.r1y the ·sa.me l)oints by both methods. 

,.· .. ···- .... ---~l· --- -- ........ -- .. ·--l"···--.... ·· .. . 1-' ... -. .- -_ .. ... .--.'- ~'-'" 

I I I~ 50
0 

190
0 

I 

360
0 

540
0 

720
0 

R.K.G. 
+47 -327 +638 -960 +1278, 

h = 1
0 

A.M . 
+12 -92 +182 -270 +362 

h = 1
0 

R.K.G. 
+94 - 640 +1267 -1904 +2541 

h = .5
0 

A.M. 
+25 -183 J~361 _~'45 _+738 h = .5

0 
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Graph II indicates the error curves for both methods again at step sizes 

of h = 10 and h = .50 . Both the graph and Table I show that the errors by 

the RKG method are roughly 4 times those of the AM method. Both methods 

ShOlv clearly tha:t, for the step sizes considered here, reducing the interval 

size by 1/2 multiplies the errors by 2, a result which is clearly~attributable 

to an increased accumulation of round-off error. 
000 Graph I shows the error curves for step sizes of 2 ,1 and.5 by the 

AM method. The errors for h = 20 are again about 1/2 of those for h = 10. 
o Using a variable step size the results are not as good as at h = 2 but slightly 

better than those at 10. With a variable step size the interval was doubled 

up to a maximum of 80 . 

Table II gives comparative results for the equation y' = y, y(o) = 1 whose 

solution is y = eX. The results are the errors to 8 significant digits. 

Table II 

h ~ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

.0625 RKG -12 -69 -30 -,104 -34 -124 -272 -113 -339 -102 

- r----- --- r---

.0625 AM 5 26 10 38 13 41 96 39 120 37 

4. Control of round-off error. It is apparent that a large portion of the 

error in the examples given above are due to round-off. In order to determine 

more precisely just what this portion is, some experiments were conducted 

using partial double precision operations. In forming the value of Yi - 1 
,J+ 

by either the RKG or AM methods one forms an increment ~ y . -and adds this 
J 

to Y., i.e. 
J 

y .. + 6y .. . 
~J ~J 
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The major contribution to round-off error does not occur in forming 6. y .. 
l.J 

since this is a quantity of small magnitude compared to y. but rather in 
J 

forming the sum. Thus if y .. is carried in 
l.J 

double precision and the sum 

y ij + 6 y ij is found in double precision) the major part of the round-off error 

should be controlled. In forming 6 y. . the single precision part of Yi' and' 
l.J J 

of all previous values of y is used. Of course) complete double precision 

operations require an excessive amount of computing time. However) the 

time required for the partial double precision operation described above is 

almost negligible. The amount of additional storage required is N registers) 
1( 2 

N being the number of equations in the system. For the equation y" + (180) y 0) 

y(O) = 1) y'(O) = 0) the results are given in Table III for interval sizes 

of h = 10
) ~o and to using the AM method. The figures again are maximum 

rc 
errors in y = cos 180 x in units in the eighth decimal places although values 

at intermediate points are given for comparison with Table II since the 

maximum errors occur at different points. 

Table III 

~ 50
0 1100 1800 

300
0 3600 

450
0 

540
0 

630
0 

720
0 

10 
3 8 1 23 1 39 1 55 1 

10 
3 9 0 24 1 41 1 58 1 "2 

. 
10 

3 9 1 24 1 41 1 58 1 '4 

This table shows that at least one additional significant digit of 

improvement is obtained when partial double precision arithmetic .is used. 

Since the truncation error at 10 is completely negligible when dealing with 

numbers with 8 significant digits) the errors given in Table III are almost 

all directly due to round-off. Table I and Graph II show that when no attempt 

is made to control round-off the error doubles ,.,hen one goes from a step size 

of 10 to a step size of ~o. Table III shows that the e~ror is approximately 
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the same as one goes from a step size of 10 to one of ~o and to one of to 

Hence the growth of round-off is being very effectively controlled by the 

partial double precision operation described above. 

Although direct figures are not available, some experimentation shows that 

the use of partial double precision with the RKG method results in an even 

more striking reduction in round-off error. 

5. A proposed subroutine for the 1103-A. On the basis of the experience 

gained from the experiments described above, the Computing Center has under­

taken the writing of a comprehensive floating point general purpose subroutine 

for solving differential equations which incorporates the following features: 

A. The use of RKG as a starting routine. 

B. The option of continuing with RKG or switching to the AM method at any 

time during the computation. 

C. Automatic doubling or halving of the step interval if the AM method 

is used. Doubling and halving are accomplished by making use of the 

RKG method. If upon leaving an RKG step the test calls for halving, 

the routine should return to the original starting point and recompute 

4 successive values using RKG and one half the original step size. 

D. Partial double precision operations throughout for either RKG or AM. 

6. Applicati0n of Gaussian quadrature to the solution of differential equations. 

Gauss! quadrature formulas have been used with remarkable success to evaluate 

integrals. H. Flatt suggested that this quadrature formula could also be 

used to integrate differential equations. The Gaussian quadrature formula is 

given by 

b 

(10) ~ f(x)dx = 
a 

b - a 
2 

(b-a) b+a) ( f(x i --2-- + --2-- + Rn f) 

where x. = x. is the ith root of the Legendre polynomial P (x) and 
~ ~n n 

(11) a. 
~ 

a. 
~,n 

1 
P (x . ) 

11 ~ 

l~ P (x) _n __ dx 
x-x. 

~ 
-1 
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If f(x) has continuous derivatives of order 2n in the interval (a,b) then 

the error R(f) is given by 

(12) 

and 

R = n 

k = 
n 

f(2n)( ~ ) 

(2n)! k
2 
n 

(2~ (2n+l)~ 
(b_a)n+2 

Thus the formula (10) is exact for a polynomial of degree 2n - 1. 

For integrating a single differential equation we have 

x+h 

y(x + h) = y(x) + ~ y'(t) dt 

x 

Using (10) to replace the integral we obtain 

n 

(13) y(x + h) = y(xl + ~2 a i y' G + ~ (1 + xi)] + Rn(y')· 

i=l 

To evaluate y' [x + ~ (1 + xi)] we may use the RKG method. Since the 

error is RK is 0(h5), we take n = 3 in (13) with an error of 0(h6). Formula 

(13) then becomes 

h fc ,[ h ~15 h (14) y(x + h) = y(x) + IB tY x + 2 (1 - -5-) + 8y' (x + 2) 

+ 5y , [x + ~ (1 + ~) ] } 

Thus in integrating over an interval of le~th h one uses the RKG~thod 3 

times to obtain y'(x + ~), Y'[x + % (1 - ~~5)J and Y'[x + ~ (1 + ~5)J. 
Application of the Gaussian formula (14) then yields the value y(x + h). To 

be comparable a single Gaussian step would be equivalent to 4 equally spaced 

RKG steps. 

This method was tested on the equation (9). The results, using floating 

point arithmetic, are given in Table IV and are again the maximum errors in 
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co.s x in units in the eighth decimal place. The Gaussian method is seen to 

be much more accurate than RKG and somewhat more accurate than AM. Similar 

results were obtained for the exponential e~uation. 

The additional coding re~uired for this method is minor and there should 

be a saving of machine time since one RKG step is replaced by a simple sum 

as shown in (14). This use of the Gaussian formula seems to be new' and because 

of the striking improvement in accuracy in the cases tested deserves continued 

further investigation . 

Table rv 

I Gaussian RKG 

0 40 20 - 10 -
0"5

0 x h = h = h = h = 

8 0 1 9 12 

56 -1 1 46 96 

192 -16 -35 -327 -640 

368 33 71 640 1264 
.. - .+------_. -

540 -57 -116 -960 ~ -1904 
.. -- .- --- - _. --.-

720 ; 76 156 1278 1 2541 
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Appendix E 

Methods Employed by the Various Installations for 

Integrating Ordinary Differential Equations 

Installation 

1. Applied Physics Laboratory 

2. Applied Mathematics Section 
Wright Air Development 

3. Holloman Air Force Base 

4. WCRRY, Wright Air Development 
Center 

5. WCRRU, ,,{right Air Development 
Center 

6. Boeing 

7. Operations Research Office 

8. Lockheed 

Method 

Method of Heun 

Method of Integral Equations 

Runge-Kutta-Gill with interval 
modifier (takes two steps forward 
wi th interval h, and one back with 
interval 2h to determine optimum 
step. 

Simultaneous 2nd order equations; 
employ first order forward 
differences and central differ­
ences. 

a. Runge-Kutta, third order 

b. Levy-Baggott method for 2nd 
order equations with first 
order term missing 

Modified Euler 

None 

Adams method with backward 
differences 
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Appendix F 

Problens Proposed by Dr. G. Blanch for Solution 

y" 8 2 
Y 

1 + 2x 

y(O) = 1, 

Solution: 

y'(O) = -2 

1 
Y = ~--=-1 + 2x 

2) x(y" + y) + y' = 0 

y(O) = 1, y'(O) = 0, y"(O) = 1 
2 

Solution: Bessel Function J (x). 
o 

Instructions: 

1) Carry out integration to x = 20 for several mesh sizes, say 

-k h = 2 where k = 1, 3, 5, (7 and 9 if possible) 

2) Plot error function for each h. 

3) Take cognizance of rounding procedure used in course of computation. 



Appendix G 

Mathematics Committee 

Recommendations to Policy Committee 

1. This committee recommends that installations be informed of the Trans-USE 
feature which permits conversion of standard USE language floating point 
routines to a program which will operate on any fixed point machine. 
Such a feature ought to be inco'rporated into the USE compiler. 

2. Clarification is requested in regard to subroutine and general packages 
format and structure. Also means of transmittal or distribution. 

'3. As a result of the deliberations on methods of solving ordinary differ­
ential equations, it is recommended that the following actions of the 
Mathematics Committee be approved: 

a) Ramo-Wooldridge will prepare a floating point subroutine having 
the features 

i) Use of Runge-Kutta as a starting procedure 

ii) Option of continuing with Runge-Kutta or switching 
to the Adams-Moulton method at any time in the stepping. 

iii) Automatic doubling and halving of step interval if the 
Adams-Moulton method is used. 

iV) Partial double precision operations. 

b) Wright Field will undertake the responsibility to investigate 
a method described by Dr. Blanch which changes the differential 
equation problem to an integral equation problem. 

c) Remington Rand volunteers to prepare a code employing the 
Gaussian quadrature technique. 

d) Dr. Blanch has consented to prepare a testing program for these 
methods in order to determine characteristics with respect to 
truncation and round-off for each. 

4. Recommendations for topics at future meetings . 

For the next meeting; Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors of Matrices 

For the following meeting: Further study on Ordinary Differential 
Equations in the light of the research 
proposed at this meeting. 
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TO: The Mathematics Committee of the , Use Organization 

FROM: H. Shaw 

SUBJECT: Status of USE Spectral Analysis Program-

SUMMARY 

BCC- 73 

April 22, 19.57 

The computation of the autocorrelation and spectral density has been 
coded in APL symbolic coding as two separate library subroutines. These routines 
have not been machine checked. 

The remainder of this report consists of the specifications of these 
routines. 

NUMERICAL METHOD 

The numerical method employed is that of J. W. Tukey as given in The 
Samplinq Theory 2i Power Spectra Esttmates. The cosines required by the spectral 
density are computed by using four terms of Taylor's series to obtain cos E, M = 
number of lags, and generating the remaining cosines by use of the M 
recursion formula , 

phn hn 
cos M ~ 2 cos 1M • 

MODES, PARAMETERS, DATA, OUTPUT 

cos (p-l)hn 
M - cos 

(p-2)hn 
M 

The autocorrelation routine operates in one of two modes to compute the 
data mean; and the M + 1 lags RO' RI , ••• , ~ from N data Xl' x2' ••• , xn • The 

spectral density routine uses the output of the autocorrelation routine to compute 
M + 1 values of the spectral density and their sum. 

The data is assumed to be integral, to be such that Ix . 1 ~ 9999, j = l(l)N, 
and to be stored startihg at core address W for the core mode orJdrum address V for 
the drum mode. Both nlodes leave X at W-l and R. at W + j, j=O(l)M Mpon exit. The 
spectral density routine lsaves U. a t W + M + IJ+ j, j= O(l)M and E at 
W + 2M+ 2 upon exi t. J . OU j 

J= 

The following code words are required: 

A: 00 OMMMM WWWWW 

Q: 00 NNNNN [~~ 1 
The v address portion of Q is zero for the core mode and v for the drum mode • 

./ 

STORAGE 
The autocorrelation routine consists of 165 words and the spectral density 

routine consists of 178 words for a total of 343 words. 

Auxiliary storage requirements for the autocorrelation routine consist 
of a block of N drum locations beginning at drum address V plus a block of 3M +. 2 
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oor. looations beqinninq at oor. addre •• W~l tor the drum mod. or a blook ot 
N + M + 2 oore looation. beqinninq at oora address W-l for the oore mode. In 
either oase the speotral density routine requires a blook of lM + ) oore looations 
beqinninq at oor. address W-l. 

The followinq diaqrsma indioate how the auxiliary storaqe is Uled. 

Cor. Hodl 

l 
l.\ , ,-\-1 , ~. 
1.'" 1.t:'t, t\, 

~ I ~~ , , , \ 

"", " ... t, 
~II, , , , 
.-.'" 

AUWJQRRELATION 

SPECtRAL PEWIT! 

"*,,,""',",' ,. 
) 

W..,lM 

w~\.Mlr-' 

1-

~ (.0\ ~ 
I ~ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

w~'\M;'\ c.. \ ~ \)ij.:U 
~ 

Drum Mosie 

~. ", 

~\.\ 
\.0 
~ \ , , , , , 
L., M-\ 
\., ~ 
L.,~~\ 

U. 
V\ 
I , 
I 
I 
I 
I , 
V~ 

IU' • 

~,., 

N -:. Q" t'\~ "­
~~.\)'M ~~ I 
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RUNNING TDID3 

The ttme required for the autocorrelation routine should not exceed 

M 
474 M(N - ~) + 558N + 951 M + 2920 ~~ 

for the oore mode or 

474 M(N + ~) + 1790N - 191M + 69900 ~ -30400 r~ 
for the drum mode. 

The ttme required for the spectral density routine should not exceed 

1170 M2 + 12M + 10273 

The following table of maximum running times is based on the assumption 
that M~1-N. The last column is obtained by use of the core mode times for N up 

10 
to and ino1uding 4000 and drum mode times for N greater than 4000. 

N A(Core) A(Drum} A and SD 

10 13 MS 690 MS 25 MS 
100 .52 SEC 1.4 SEC .53 SEC 

1000 46 SEC 52 SEC 58 SEC 
2000 3 MIN 0 SEC 3 MIN 20 SEC 3 MIN 47 SEC 
3000 6 MIN 45 SEC 1 MIN 30 SEC 8 MIN 30 SEC 
4000 1E! MIN 5 SEC 13 MIN 25 SEC 15 MIN 12 SEC 
5000 · ....... 20 MIN 55 SEC 25 MIN 48 SEC 

10000 · ....... IHR 20 MIN IHR 40 MIN 
15000 · ....... 3HR 5 MIN 3HR 50 MIN 

\+. Sh~ 
H. Shaw 

HS: 1bq 



Appendix I 

THE RAMO-WOOLDRIDGE CORPORATION 

LOS ANGEI.J!S 45, CALIFORNIA 

April 22, 1957 

CURVE FITTING ACCORDING TO LEAST 

SQUARES CRITERION EMPLOYING ORTHOGONAL 

POLYNOMIALS 

Coded by: L. Stoller 

Description by: D. Morrison 
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A system PO) Pl )"') Pk of orthogonal polynomials is defined as follows: 

(a) P
j 

is a polynomial of degree j with leading coefficient one. (b) If 

j "'* s) then 

N 

2: Pj (xi) Ps (xi) = O. 

i=l 

The required polynomial Pk(x) is then known to be 

where 

K 
, .. - ---1 

Pk(x) L.~j Sj Pj (x), 
j=O 

s'. = 
J 

( 

The routine uses the fact that the polynomials p: may be found by the 
~ 

1 
recurrence relations; 

po(x) = 1 

(2) 

where 

Pl(x) = x Po (x) - 0} Po (x) 

N 2 
"'" x. f p . (x.)l LJ ~LJ ~J 
i=l 

1 Forsythe) G. E. Generation and Use of Orthogonal Polynomials for Data 
Fitting with a Digital Computer. To appear in SIAM • 
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N 2 

~ ~j (Xi)] 
i=l 

~j = 

The routine computes the recurrence constants Qj+l' ~j (which depend only 

on the data points xi)' and the coefficients Sj (which depend on the functional 

values yi ). 
1 

The routine also computes recursively approximations ·:: 

(i=O, ... , k) as follows 

A 2 
S = -1 

N 

~ 
L. .. _. 

i=l 
Yi 

2 

S 2 
j 

A 
C' 2 (,.' 2 
o i to () i 

j=O, •.• , k. 

th 
The routine was tested for various degrees, and polynomials of 50--

degree were obtained without any trouble. The results of the test runs indi-

cated that the routine gives extremely good results if the data points are 

equally spaced, and that the accuracy decreases as the points tend to become 

clustered. 

3. Operating Instructions. 

In order to include this routine in a particular program to be compiled, 

the following rules must be observed: 

a. The storage locations referred to below may be drum or core locations, 

except that all core addresses must be greater than 1024 and certain 

drum locations are excluded as indicated. 

b. The instructions of this routine must be preceded by a card containing 

the instruction 

, RW, EQUALS, Q 

1 
~ 2 C' 2 

If the routine were not subject to rounding errors, we would have 0i = 0i . 
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where a is the first cell of a region of 457 cells allocated to the 

storage of this routine. This region cannot be assigned to the following 

locations 

o - 1777b 

47774b - 54015b 

76351b - 77777b 

(Routine execution region) 

(Reserved for output) 

(Partial core image) 

c. The following alphabetic symbols together with 2 decimal integers 

may not be used as tags by the programmer; 

RW, P, V, S, N, R, L,C, DP, AP, H, T, W, CM, X 

d. Entrance to this routine is as follows ; 

RJ a a + 1 

f3 + 1 KK LLLLL OONNN 

f3 + 2 00 OOOTT OOOFF 

f3 + 3 00 DDDDD OOMMM 

where 

KK is the degree (k) of fit required. (k <: 63.) 

LL11L is the first cell of a region containing the table of 

x. 's followed by the tabie of corresponding y. 'so 
~ ~ 

NNN is the number (N) of data points. (N ::; 300.) 

'IT is the binary ' scaling factor (T) of.the data points t .. 
~ 

FF is the binary scaling factor (F) of the functional value 

(The t. and f. must be scaled so that 
~ ~ 

m~x I ti l 2 T < 23
4 

-1 arid nu:-x I fi l 
2F ~ 234 

-1 . ) 
l. ~ 

DDDDD is the first cell of a region containing the list of ad-

ditional arguments (if any) tN+l, • . " tN+M for which 

~t) is to be evaluated . 

f . . 
~ 
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MMM is the number (m) of additional arguments for which q~t) is to 

be evaluated . 

The parameter word f3 + 3 must be zero if there are no additional arguments 

for which ~~) is to be evaluated . 

e. Control will be returned to the cell immediately following the parameter 

word f3 + 3· 

f . Cells 1-320 will be destroyed by the execution of this routine. 

4. Execution Time. 

The time T of operation for the basic routine is approximately given by 

T rv[(.0056N + .025)k + .5J seconds. This time was estimated on the 1103, and 

will be shorter on the 1103A. It should be noted that even for the maximum 

degree and the maximum number of data pOints, th,e time is still well under 

two minutes. , 

). Output . 

The follow,ing results are available to the programmer in the indicated 10-

cations upon exit fr'om this routine. Normally, the user will be interested only 

in a . , d., e., and f. 

a . ~(\), is stored in cells 47777b +i (i::::l, ... ,N). 

b. Recurrence constants a., f3i , and coefficients S. are listed as follows : 
1 1 

a. is in cell 53411b + 3 ( i -1 ) ( i ::::1, .. . , k) 1 

f3i 
is in cell 53412 + 3 ( i -1 ) ( i =1, ... , k) 

b 

S. is in cell 53410b + 3i (i=O, 1, ... , k) 1 

c . The degree k of fit, scaled at zero is in cell 47774b. 

d. 
2 - d" 

~ . 2 is stored in 47775b , where ?f is an integer scaled at zero and 

stored in 47776b. 

e. The ith residual, fi - ~(ti)' is stored in 5273~ + i (i=l, ... ,N). 

f. If there are any additional arguments tN l" ~'~ tN ' then Q(tN . ) is stored + +m +1 
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in cell 52257 + i (i=l, ... ,m). 
/". ' .... 

g. The approximation S ~ to bi
2 

is stored in 537l2b + i (i=-l, ... ,k). In 
(2 

addition, Ok" is also stored in 47777b. 

6. Special Instructions. 

For many purposes, the results contained in a., d., e. and f. of Section 

5 will be sufficient in a least squares fitting problem. The instructions of 

this section are intended to aid in the use of the routine when these results 

are not sufficient. In particular, the u~er may wish to know how to (a) eval-

nate ~(t) for any given value of t, (b) obtain the coefficients of ~(t) expli­

citly or (c) investigate the ~ffect of increasing the degree of the polynomial 

upon the sum of squares of the residuals. 

It is necessary for these purposes to investigate the transformations dis-

cussed in Section 2 more closely. The transformations are 

where 

and 

x = at + b 

Y Af + B, 

4 a = 
t2 - t 

1 

4 
A = f -2 

t2 = max 
i 

fl 

t. 
~ 

b 
t2 + tl 

-2 - t t2 1 

f2 + fl 
B = -2 

fl f -2 

, fl = min fi • 
i 

. Hence,to compute the polynomial ~(t) at any point t, one proceeds as 

follows: 

. "' 
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a . ~ompute a, b, A, B. 

b. Compute x = at + b. 

c. Compute Po' Pl' ... , Pk using (2) of Section 2. 

d. Compute Pk(x) using (1) of Section 2. 
Pk(x) - B 

e. Compute ~(t) = A 

A similar procedure may be followed to obtain the coefficients of Qk(t). 

In order to study the effect of increasing the degree of the polynomial upon 

the sum of squares of the residuals, we note that 

0, ... , k 

We recall that n.2 is the sum 'of squares of the residuals when the polynomial 
J 

is of degree j, and that an approximation to b. 2 is stored in cell 5371~ +j . 
J A D 

It is possible to stop the routine as soon as b.2 is less than a certain 
J 

specified amount M. This is done by simply storing M (scaled at 225) in the 

cell tagged C03. (After having employed this variation once, the programmer 

must restore the cell tagged C03 to its normal value of _(235_1) in order to 

use the routine in its standard form.) 

7. Alarm Conditions , 

The routine is known to give best results when the points are more or less 

uniformly distributed. If the points are very poorly distributed, an alarm 

condition may result. In this case the following changes may be inserted in 

the indicated tag locations: 

N15 5400647 32036 (octal) 

R33 5432000 00004 " 

H05 5400647 32036 " 

W02 5432000 00004 II 
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The effect of the above changes is to replace the interval (-2, 2) by 

the interval (-1, 1). This increases the chances that the routine will be 

completed but also decreases the accuracy of the process. The changes should, 

therefore, be regarded as an emergency measure. 



Appendix J 

OK H>UTINES FOR LEAST SQUARES CURVE PlmJO 
WITH ORTHOGONAL POL'm>MIALS 

B. D. Rucl1n 
Mi8sile System8 Div1aion 

Lockheed Aircratt Corporation 
Palo Alto, Calitornia 

Abltnet 

OI'd1D&1"7 teohn1que8 tor the fitting ot po~. 
nolld.ala to empirical data ria the method ot hut 
.quarea are brietlT rerleved. A a\DD1Da1'7 ot the 
_thod ot Sti.tel which introducea a apecial set ot 
orthogonal. polJnolld.ala tor the solution ot the leut 
.quare. problem then tollows. 

It i. obse~d that bT this method, the d1tti­
culUes that can be encountered with the so-called 
normal equations are complete~ a't'Oided. RecursioD 
tol"lll\1laa tor the computation ot the necessar;y 
orthogonal polynoMials are gi'Yen and now charts tor 
the oomputational routine are included. 

COIIDnenta on eomputational experience with routine. 
ot this lort are made and aome example I ot CUn8 t1 ta 
are d1acuaeed. 

ror Presentation attba 

IBM 6,0 Computation Sem1Dar 
Endicot t, New York 

April, 19S7 



OIl Rout.ines For Least Squares CUrft F1tt1ng 
- g ortJiosonaI Poli¥tdats 

III SeoUoD 6.m ot his book (aet. 1), Roueeholder briet17 su.ar1 .. s 

• method ot ,enerating a .et ot orthogonal pol.7Doll1ala 1Ih1oh is ueM 

in least. squares OUl'ft ti tting. .A. 110" detailed disoues1on ot these 

po~lI1als is ginn by St1etel (Ret. 2) and their applioation in other 

oontexte il dis(N8sed by Roueeholder, Stietel, and Forsythe (Ret. 1, 

Seotioftl 2.22 and 4.23. Ret. 2J and Ret. 3). 

The purpose ot the prelent paper i. to summarize SOIlll ot the 

equatioftl and reours1on tol'llulu that are uaetul. tor le.st lquare. Ourft 

titting applioations and to oODlDent on our computational expel'ienoe with 

the.. Suoh an ettort seau worthwhile since the partioular .thod 

under discussion appears relative17 unknown to computer application 

pel'lloDDltl. 

We starl with a set ot empirical data points (Xi' 7
i

)J i • 1, 2, ••• ,1. 

we lIlU take X as the independent nriable and .. wUl t1nd • po1,Jnoa1al 

,.*(x) ncb that 
X-tJ z 

l z. J [':IIIf()I) - 'j ()ll] e (X) "'-X 
X, 

· .t l ~~(Xl) - "ji ] ')oW i' 
i 1:: I 

11 Idn1a1sed. Here, the weight tunotion e (x) is det1nld as 

f()() • .r vJt· f(X-Xj) J ,-, 

(1) 

(2) 
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where b(x-~) is the Dirac r -tunction. It is eas117 seen that 

substitution ot this weight tunction into the integral in (1) 71elde 

the equation given there. Weight tunctiona ot this type permit us to 

use integrals as vell as SUDUI in the ezpres8iona that tollow and this 

sheda a 11ttle light on the background ot the methodology. 

At this point, one usual17 prooeeds in standard least .quare. taabion 

and de rive 8 the so-called nonaal. equat1.olU1 tor determining the ooetticient. 

ot the po~lII1al y*(x). However, it is well known that the matrix 

.. sooiated 111. th the nomal. equations tenw. to be ill-oondit1oned, 

8speoial.l7 when the Xi are equally spaced or near17 80. Ita behavior 

i. like that ot the Hilbert matrix, whioh is notably nasty. 

When the points are equally' spaced, and the weights w
i

2 are all 

unity, then we already know ot a set ot orthogonal polynomials that oan 

be used to diagonalize the nomal aquatio-IUI. This is the set de8cribed 

by Milne (Ret. 4, Chap. II). Least squares CUrTe fitting with these 

polynoJldals can now be classed as a standard tool ot the colIPuting 

analyst. 

_ With the method to be described, we stUl have the adTantagell ot 

orthogonal! ty but we can remove the restriotion. ot equal spacing and 

unit weights. The orthogonal polynomials are obtained reoursively .. 

toUowe. 

P (x). 1, 
o 

Pl (x) • (x-~) Po(x), 

P2(x) = (x-~) Pl(x) - Y1Po(x), 

• • • 

- . 
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(4) 

(S) 

1 a. I 

where 

(6) 

It is shown tn Sec. 1 ot Ret. 2 that 

~N ' 

) P", (,t) ~ ()() e(X)t{X -= 0 ) 
XC) 

The recureion (3) terminates in Pn_1(x). We oan thus obtain approrlmatione 

to ,.(x) in the torm M 

y*(x) 1; ~ a~ ~ (X)) M ~ N -) • (7) 
M lEO ' 

Substitution ot (7) into (1) leads to the determination ot the .. u 
XtJ 

.. • D:1 ~J( l:1(X) P.,(X)p(.x).(X 
~ 

1 N, 0 ')... 
• D. - £ lj i \ ~ (>( i) \J i • (8 ) 

I c I 
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To ,et our results in customary form, we write 

m "'" K 
p.(x) - 2: blC,. >( • 

K~O 

The ~ can be obtained by recursion &8 tollova. 

III { . I) »1 - t< 
b)c • 

0) K <' 0 ()r K ~ ~ 

~-\ ·bhl • t b~-~ = bK - 1 - U", ~ - V ... _, K 

otherwise. 

It we write the approximating polynomial &8 

~ M t<. 
;y*(x). L CK )( , 

f'I\ • 

then the c: -Z:lAj b~ 
j lk~ 

,,~o 

• 

lor those who Uke them, now Chart8 ot the buic teatures ot our 

routine are 8uppUed (Fig. 1 and 2). It i. readilY' ob8erved that thi. 

type ot routine can be handled very neatl1' on a IIlachine with indexing 

and table-look-up feature8. Numerical weight8 can be read in with the 

data, or the weights oan be computed a8 a funotion ot the independent 

variable betore the curve-!i t is 8tarted. Codi~ may also be 1no~uded 

which transtorms the range ot the independent variable. We usual~ 

no1'llalize the range wi th the tran8tormation 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 
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OJ" • 

In mst cues we find that norm&l.1sation i. required to preYent large 

ooett101.enta ot oscillating .1gn which tend to occUJ" when the independent 

nr1.able is allowed to take nuaerlcal 'Yalues greater than one and then 

1. raised to large pove"_ A little experimentation with the code vlU 

Uluatrate what 18 meant here. 

One ot the nicest teatures ot this code 18 that it opens IILan7 

possibilitie. tor experimentation in cUrYe-titting techniques. Pol' 

e~le, by defining the orthogonal functions bY' 

P (x). 1, 
o 

P2 (x) • (x2 - u2) Po' 

••• 

,. get a eet ot polynomial. ideally' 8uited tor titting e'Yen functiona, 

and it we use 

P (x) • 0, o 

Pl(x) • x, 

p)(x) • (~ - u) Pl~x), 
-. . 

__ get a set ideally sui ted to odd functions. 

(1) 
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As examples we will use T • I' and y • sin !! x taking 41 equallT 
Z-

apaoed points in -1 ~ x ~ 1. Unit weight. are taken. The "best" rirth 

6 
degree approximation for T • x obtained by our routine i" 

y* • .024048728 -.4878$777x2 • 1.4130909x4 • 

The error curve is ahovn belowr 

r y_y~ .0" 

-+~--~--~----~--~--~--~~~----++- X -. , 

Note that this 0 om es out an eYen function. 

The "beat" odd fifth degree approximation for T • sin 11" x obtained 
2. 

by our routine is 

y* • 1.$70392x - .6424434lx3 + .0721435$2x$ • 

The error curve iSI 



\ 
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We have found that by experimenting wi th night !unctions and 

transtonnations at the x - axis, that we can usuallY warp any error 

curve until it is satisfactory for our purposes. The reader is urged 

to experiment with his own empirical curve fitting problel1l8 for eftn 

with the routines described here, we feel that curve fitting is yet an 

art, not a science. 

Finally, a word about operatinG time. \-1e have found that this 

routine is faster than routines which invert the matrix associated with 

the normal equations for polynomials of the third degree or higher. 

It is obvious that for some degree that this method MUst get better. 

In fact, we use this routine for all polynomial fitting, since the 

routine is about equally as good as the old one for parabolu. 
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Dr. R. P. Hch 
Applied Physics Laboratory 
Johns Hopkins University 
SE2l Geor{1a Avenue 
S~lver Spling, ¥~ryland 

Dear Dr. Rich: 

April 10, 1957 

I ~ould like to propose t~o items for the Agenda of the next USE meeting . 

Proposal NQ, 1 - "A double precision, floeting point number in standard, packed 
form shall occupy two consecutive cello. The first cell shall contain a stan­
dard single precision floating point number consisting of a sign bit, an e~ght 
bit biased exponent, and the twenty-seven most significant bits of the mantissa. 
The secon~ cell shall contain thirty-six additional bits of the mantissa. 

Propos~l rI9. 2 - liThe USE COI!lpiler lnnguage shall be e>..-panded to include an addi­
tional class of instruction type lines of cod1ng to facilitate the use of the IP 
(14) instruction. These will be identified by the occurrence in OP Field of 
certain symbols 'Which are different from all other compiler language operations 
and from the nrones of all subroutines. 

Each of these new operations will be tronslatf"c1 i!1to 14 operations . The v address 
field will be translate(l as in ordinary instructions. The u address field will be 
transl~ted in the Qrdinary 'Way and then taken modulo 29. A 'Warning will be given 
if (u) .,. (u) nod 2'-J. Finally, a six-bit code corresponding to the part_cular opera­
tion used wi1: _ be placed in the high order pert of un. 

Comments on Propo§al NQ . 1 - We have made a comparative study of the following 
schemes for floeting point, double preoision numbers: 

I 
1 

I 
S 

I 
27 

1. C Ml 

I 
1 

I ~1: .1 27 
2. M]. 

01 - 02 = 27. 

J 
1 

I 
S 27 

3. C ~ 

I 
1 

I 
35 

40 1\ 

l: 36 
~ 

I 
1 

[ ~ I 
Sign agreement 

I 1 

I !! 
, Sign agreement 

I 1 

I 
Sign agreement 

27 
~ 
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Dr. R. P. Rich: -2- April 10, 1957 

On the basis of our stu,ly, 'Which included actual coding and comparison of 
times, ve have concluded that Scheme No. 1 is t.he most desirable. Representa­
tives fro~ Lockheed have concurred in this choice. 

Comments on Propo:o:al No.2 - The proposed new instruction type 1s intenaed 
to .rac lHate the use 0 the IP instruction vith interpretive packages for 
floati~g point, double preCision, complex, and/or matrix arithmetical It will 
vork veIl with s1ngle oore5s schemes such as Lockheed's FAP in vhich the address 
is written in the v fiald, usually as a tag, ann the right three octal digits of 
the u ~ield are vritten in octal and may be used to indicate such things as 
B-boxes, restll t 5 tara€: e , breakpoint levels, et.c. 

The choice of mnemonic OP codes and their s1.x-bi t equivalents has not yet been 
made. One s~ge8ti0n is to begin each OP code vith the letter I (interpret) and 
use IADD, ISTTB, IMP!, IDIV, etc. A typical line of coding in the FAP system 
then "IT'ight be as follows, 

, , IADD , 720)B , ALPHA , 

indicating breakpoint level seven, reBult storage tvo, and no index register. 
If the octal code for IADD vere 01 and if the Tap. Alpha had been assigned to 
cell 100 decimal this line of coding would be translated intol 

14 01720 00144 

other interpretive schemes might make different use of the octal digits in 
the u field. Ramo-Wooldridge has agreed to make the necessary changes in the 
compiler to handle the ne\/ type of instruction. This will not delay completion 
of the compiler as originally specified. 

One suggestod procedure for incorporating interpretive packages in a USE Compiler 
system is to write the entire package as e standard USE Subroutine requiring 
no parameters. Symbolically such a subroutine might begin as rollo'Ws: 

lTIl! mn.mER 'l:AG. OPF.RAIIQI TJ A12)2RESS V ADDRESS COMMEN'IS 

, , SUB , MATRIX , n , FIJ1S T THREE 

, , INOUT , 0 , r , Ln'ES USED BY 

, , TEMPS , t t 0 , COHPILER. 
, , 

, ENTER , MJ , 0 , SETUP EN'I'ER HERE VIA 

, ERROR , ALARM , 0 , 0 , CALLING SEQUENCE 
, EXIT , MJ , 0 , FILL , TO ACTlVATE 

, RESULT, RESERV , r r ,PSEUDO ACCUMUlATOR, ETC. 
, SET'JP , TP , DUMMY , 1 , SET UP .JUMP 
, , MJ 0 EXIT 4 , IN CELL F2. 

'j., , DUMMY , MJ , 0 , mTERP , DUMMP FOR F2 , ... 
, IN'IERP, , , ENTER HERE VIA 

, , , , , F2 'TO INTERPRET 

$ 

• 
$ 

$ 

• $ 

• 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
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DR. R. P. Rioh. -3- April 10, 1957 

To lIa~ti'vatel the package the pro[1rammer would write, for example: 

,. , MATRIX, , , 
This would C~lUS9 'the compiler to include th~ package in the compiled region 
and, at. execution tii!le, the returp jump generated by. this line would transfer 
control to the nO!'!l1B.l entry of the subroutine. Cell F2 (=00001) would be set 
up etld contre,l returned to the main program. Subsequent interpret instructions 
woult cause control to go to F2 and then to the interpret part of the subroutine. 
The ("ells reforved for nRE:JULTSI1 could be the pseudo accumulator, B-Boxes, or 
wha"t.t=ver elst would be useful in case of an alarm exit. This scheme permits 
the :inc11.1sicr. of two OD more int.erpretive routines in the saIne program. 

RP:ml 

cc: H. F. HcVicar 
(for distribution to 
USE members) 

Very truly yours , 

THE RAMO-\vOOLDRIDGE CORPORATION 

Ro ~rt Perkins 
Member of the Technical Staff 
Computer Sy;tems Division 
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TEtlTATIVE AGENDA FOR SEATI'LE 1!..EETHJG 

Policy Committee 

New Members 
Approval of Minutes 
Set Agenda 
Action on Committee Reports of last meeting 
Los Angeles Heeting on Information Exchange 
Free Time for USE 
Revised Statement of Policy 
Aotion on Committee Reports of this meeting 
Time and Place of Next meeting 
Bull Letter 
Request Report on 301-G 
Status of Programming l~nual 
Request report on double drum 
ReqUest report on improved Uniservos 

Gen ral Session 

Announcement of Agenda 
Boeing Data Reduction System (Mr. Jack Janholm ) 
Univac File Computer (Mr. Les Knutson) 
Visit to Boeing Data Reduction Center (Fri. P.M") 
Salmon Barbecue Thursday evening 

Installation· Operations Corrmi ttee 

Minimum USE maohine 
Acceptance Tests and Performance Standards 
Experience with Bull 
Action on Machine Modifications 
Data Conversion Equipment (Bo~ing. Hol~oman, Ramo-Wooldridge) 

Pr~Jram Development Committee 

Status of Print Edit Routine 
Status of USE Compiler 
Other Coding Assigrunents 

Mathematics Coonni Uee 

Welcome by Dr . Gaskell 
Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors 
Status of previous assignments 



Minutes of the USE Policy Committee 

24-26 July 1957. Seattle 

The Policy Committee was called to oruer at 9:15 A.M., 24 July. 
Those present were: 

R. P. Rich (AP) Chairman 
W. E. McVicar (RR) Executive Secretary 
T. Dewey (ML) 
R. G. Tantzen (HO) 
D. Zonars (WF) 
D. H. Hei~er (Be) 
G. Clark (OR) 
A. Stone (AP) 
D. Combelic (RW) 
D. Cook (BA) 
R. D. Schmidt (RR). 

The Corps of Engineers was not represented. 

Item l! New Voting Members. 

There were no new voting members since the last meeting . 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes. 

It was moved by Heiser and seconded by Dewey that the minutes 
of the pre-ceding meeting be approved. Carried unanimously. 

Item 3: Agenda. 

The final agenda for the meeting is given as Appendix 1. 

In order to make use of Friday afternoon it was decided to have 
a general discussibn moderated by Tom Wilder during the Policy Committee 
meeting and an unmoderated general discussion following the summary 
general session. A visit to Boeing was also scheduled during the Policy 
Committee Meeting. 

Item 4: Action on Machine Modifications. 

It will be recalled that, in addition to certain machine 
modifications to be made without charge, Remington Rand offered the 
following five machine modifications at prices contingent upon acceptance 
by all users: 

1) Additional Uniservo indicator lights 
2) Addition of computer stop bell 
3) Modification of overf low stop 
4) Abnormal to Normal drum instruction 
5) Two interchange instructions. 
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It was moved by Clark and seconded by Combelic that none of 
these five modifications was of interest to USE at the prices quoted. 
The motion carried with 8 ayes and one nay. 

It was moved by Dewey and seconded by Clark that: In view of 
the fact that USE considers the modification of the overflow stop to be 
so desirable, it is requested that Remington Rand reconsider the price 
of this modification, and that this modification be made standard on future 
machines. Motion carried. 

Item 5. Actions on Committee Reports of Last Meeting. 

The only committee recommendation not acted upon at the last 
meeting was that concerning cataloging of USE subroutines, made by the 
Program Development Committee. 

It was moved by Dewey and seconded by Stone that the Program 
Development Committee's recommendation on catalog ing made at the April 
meeting not be approved. The motion was carried unanimously and the 
question was returned to the Program Development Committee for recon­
sideration. 

Item 6: Revised Statement of Policies. 

It was moved by Dewey and seconded by Cook that the "Revised 
Statement of Policies approved 24 July 1957" (Appendix 3 of these minutes) 
be adopted by USE. Motion carried unanimously. 

Item 7: Action on Bull Letter. 

At the Policy Committee meeting in April, a letter on the Dull 
Reproducer was approved for submission to member organizations for signature 
and transmittal to RR-Sales. 

Mr. Aamoth of RR-Sales sent a letter dated 1 May to all member 
organizations listing the actions to be taken by Remington Rand to over­
come the deficiencies of this equipment. 

B. C. Dove (ML) requested a mail vote by the Policy Committee 
on suspending transmittal of the Bull letter to Remington Rand. This 
request was by telegram dated 7 May. Themail vote was taken; there were 
8 in favor of suspension and one opposed. The matter was therefore 
deferred to the present meeting for final action. 

It was moved by Cook and seconded by Clark that the motion at 
the last meeting to send the Bull letter be rescinded. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Bob Schmidt reported on progress made in meeting the Bull 
difficulties. Harvey Devries is now Bull liaison man for Remington Rand; 
his services are available to any installation as required. The time 
allowed for the Bull training course and for on-the-job training has been 
increased. A neW set of maintenance tests for the whole machine is being 
written. A survey of Bull performance at various installations has been 
carried out. 
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Item 8: Los Angeles Meeting on Information Exchange. 

In a letter dated 12 April 1957, Dr. Walter A. Bauer invited 
a number of people to a meeting at Ramo-Wooldridge on 9-10 May 1957 to 
consider the problem of information exchange among computer users on a 
broader basis than that afforded by organizations of users of specific 
machines. One result of this meeting was an open letter to the 
Association for Computing Machinery, reproduced as Appendix 2 of these 
minutes. 

In the Policy Committee disoussion of this item it appeared 
that the A. C. M. did not take very positive action at the Houston 
meeting and that progress in the field of a metamachine language would 
depend upon the user's organizations. Don Combelic reported that plans 
are already underway to translate Alan Perlis' IT compiler for the 704 
and 1103A, in addition to the 650 and Datatron. The relevance of 
Fortran and Unicode to this problem were discussed. It was felt that 
further thought and discussion would be required before a specific course 
of action for USE could wisely be recommended. 

(Note: Herb Bright, Secretary of SHARE, indicated that this 
question would be discussed at the SHARE executive meeting the last week 
in July, and that the results of this discussion would be made available 
to the USE chairman for distribution to the Policy Committee.) 

Item 9: Free Time for USE. 

An additional 10 hours of machine time has been contributed 
to USc by Remington Rand. 8.9 hours of this was used by Wright Field 
on APL's machine to debug the Print-Edit routine. This brings Remin~ton 
Rand's total contribution of free time to 70 hours, of which 10.1 hours 
still remain unused. 

Item 10: Next Meeting. 

The next USE meeting will be at Dallas on 20-22 November 1957 
(or 13-15 November if Thanksg iving is the 21st). 

Item 11: Status of Programming Manual. 

The first two sections ' are being prepared for the printer, the 
third section for initial distribution this fall. Distribution of the 
completed manual is planned for January of 1958. 

The Policy Committee expressed concern over the long delay in 
production of the manual, and emphasized the importance of meeti~g the 
new date. 

Item 12: Double Drum and Improved Uniservos. 

Bob Schmidt reported that the present drum has room for 32,000 
words and space provided for the additional heads. The main change 
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required in going to the double drum is the circuitry necessary to 
switch from one half to the other by an external function instruction. 
Price of this modification will be avai lable from local sales representa­
tives within a month. 

A firm decision on the details of the improved Uniservo has 
not yet been made. 

Item 13. Timeliness of Committee Reports. 

Committee chairmen were urged to avoid unnecessary delay in 
circulating their reports. 

Item 14: Non-Voting Members. 

By mail vote since the last meeting, Litton Industries was 
admitted to non-voting membership in USE. The voting on Arnold Engineering 
Development Center (ARO ) and the Bureau of Internal Revenue has not yet 
been completed. Previously admitted were: Shell Development Corp., 
National Security Agency, National Bureau of Standards, and California 
Texas Oil Co. 

Item 15: Action on Committee Reports of this meeting. 

a) Mathematics Committee: no action necessary. 

b) Installation Operations Committee. This committee made 
three rec ommendations: 

1. That the Program Development Committee investigate 
a frameHork within which a set of machine reliability checking programs 
can be written and distributed through USE such that reliability checks 
can be made in the normal course of computation at the option of the 
machine operator. 

2. That the Univac Card Equipment, in view of its satis­
factory performance at this time, be dropped from future agendas until 
such time as conditions warrant its reappearance. 

3. That individual installations report at each meeting 
the following machine efficiencies: 

Efficiency C = Available time - all lost time 
Available time 

Efficiency D = Available time - all lost time 
Schedul ed time 

Efficiency E = Available time - all lost time 
Scheduled time + Preventive Maintenance 

where: 
available time is that time during which the computer is up and turned 
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over to the customer. 

Scheduled time is that time during which the customer plans to 
operate the machine. 

Preventive Maintenance is any maintenance done outside of the 
scheduled time. 

Al l lost time consists of two parts: 

1. Lost time is that time which produceD bad or no results 
due to machine malfunction. 

2. Other lost time iG that t ime which produces bad or no 
results for any other reason. (In particular faci l ity fa ilure - i.e. 
power, water, etc. - is included in OLT.) 

Recommendations (1) and (3 ) were unanimously approved by the 
Policy Committee. Re~ommendation (2 ) was not approved. 

It was moved. by Combelic and seconded by Dewey that the Policy 
Committee r ecommends Remington Rand for its pos itive and effective action 
on the Bull. The motion was passed. 

c) Program Development Committee. This committee made three 
recommendations: 

1. Tl,at the list of IP cocles proposed by the RW-LM 
subcor:mlittee on this subject be adopted as standard. 

2. That alarm exits in USE subroutines put the flex­
coded name of the subroutine in Q and a Return jump instruction in the 
exit cell. 

3 . That, in order to provide a list of distributed USE 
programs in convenient fo rm for r eference, Remington Rand maintain a 
current list of these arranged in accordance with the Catalog System 
described by Appendix E in the Report of the Program Development Committee 
dated 25-26 April 1957. TILat the tags used to identify USE programs be 
ass igned by the orig i nating organization. And that the Executive Secretary 
circulate r ev ised lists at intervals t o be determined by himself. 

All three of these recommendations were unanimously approved by 
the Policy Committee. 

Ite~ I b: Billing Policy. 

This s~ject was discussed briefly. 

Respectful ly submitted, 

fif;;;~ 
R. P. Rich, Chairman 



APPENDIX 1: AGENDA. 

A. Policy Committee. 

1. New Non-Voting Members 
2. Approval of Minutes 
3. Set agenda 
4. Action on machine modifications 
5. Action on committee reports of last meeting 
6. Revised Statement of Policy 
7. Action on Bull letter 
8. Los Angeles meeting on information exchange 
9. Free tbne for USE 

10. Tbne and place of next meeting 
11. Status of Programming Manual 
12. Report on double drum and bnproved Uniservos 
13. Tbneliness of Committee Reports 
14. Non-Voting Members 
15. Action on Committee Reports of this meeting 
16. Remington Rand billing policy 

B. General Session. 

1. Announcements 
2. Boeing Data Reduction System (Jack Granholm) 
3. Univac File Computer (Les Knutson) 
4. Status of Tape Verifier (Bob Schmidt) 
5. Boein~ Printer-Plotter (Don Cook) 
6. Los Angeles meeting on Information Exchange 
7. Status of Programming Manual (Dick Terry) 
8. Reports of Committee chair.men 

C. Installation Operations Committee. 

1. Minimum USE machine 
2. Confidence tests and performance standards 
J . Experience with the Bull 
4. Data Conversion Equipment 
.5.' Experience with tape units 

D. Program Development Committee. 

1. Status of Print Edit Routine 
2. Status of USE compiler 
3. Review of coding assignments 
4. Standard subroutine write-up 
5. Unicode status report 
6. Tape programming 

A-l 



E. Mathematics Committee. 

1. Welcome by Dr. Gaskell 
2. Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors 
3. Review of previous assignments 

(A detailed agenda for this committee will be 
found in its report). 
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APPENDIX 2 

Los Angeles 

May 10, 1957 

We, as users of diverse machines, recognizing that developments in the use of 

automatic computers are leading to techniques of programming which transcend 

the characteristics of particular machines, that communication between users 

of different machines is highly desirable, and further, that completed programs 

which are machine independent appear to be possible, recommend that the ACM 

take the following action: 

a) Appoint a committee to study and recommend action toward a universal 

programming language. 

b) Set up means for the rapid exchange of practical information on com­

puter programs and programming among all computer users. 

c) Appoint a committee to study and recommend areas of standardization. 

d) Appoint a committee to propose means by which the ACM can foster 

developments in programming research. 

We further recommend that the several computer users organizations engage in 

a joint effort in support of these objectives. 

Paul Armer, The RAND Corporation 
Walter F., Bauer, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
John W. Carr, III, University of Michigan 
Frank Engel, Jr., Westinghouse Electric Corporation 
Donald W. Gantner, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
Edward M. McCormick, U. S. Naval Ordnance Laboratories 
Alan J. Perlis, Carnegie Institute of Technology 
Randall Porter, Boeing Airplane Company 
Walter Ramshaw, United Aircraft Corporation 
Robert P. Rich, The Johns Hopkins University 
Jack A. Strong, North American Aviation 
Richard B. Talmadge, Lo~kheed Aircraft Corporation 



APPENDIX 3 

Revised statement of LTSE Policies 

Approved 24 July 1957 

1. Name. 

This organization shall be known as the Univac Scientific 
Exchange (USE). 

2. Purpose. 

TILe primary purpose of this organization shall be the promulgation 
and exchange of ideas and information concerning programming and operation 
of the 1103A, and the establishment of a forum wherein 1103A users and 
representatives of the Remington Rand Univac Division can discuss suggestions 
for machine development and additional equipment to their mutual benefit. 

3. Membership. 

Membership in USE is voluntary and by organization. Members are 
comprised of two groups: voting members and non-voting members. 

3.1. Votinq Members. An organization becomes a voting member upon 
presentation to the Executive Secretary of: (a) Application for member­
ship and (b) Evidence that the organization is or will be in both opera­
tional and scheduling control of one or more 1103A computers. Not more 
than one voting membership shall be accorded one 1103A computer. 

3.2. Non-Voting Members. An organization desiring non-voting member 
status must submit a request to the Executive Secretary of USE. Upon receipt 
of such a request, the Executive Secretary will submit the organization's name 
to the membership for vote, either by mail or in a regularly scheduled 
meeting. If the vote is taken at a meeting, a majority of the total member­
ship shall be sufficient to admit an organization to non-voting member status. 
If the vote is taken by mail, the provisions of Section 9.8 shall apply. 

4. Visitors. 

Visitors may be invited to attend USE meetings by any voting member 
organization or by the Remington Rand Univac Scientific Sales Department, 
St. Paul, Minnesota (hereinafter called RR-Sales). TILe number of invitees 
and, if possible, their names and organizational affiliation must be sub­
mitted to the chairman and RR-Sales prior to the meeting which they are . 
to attend. 

5. Officers. 

TILe office'rs of USE shall consist of a Chairman and an Executive 
Secretary. Each must be a member of a voting member organization. Each 
is elected by a majority vote of the Policy Committee for a term of one 
year beginning 1st April. 
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6. Chairman. 

6.1. The Chairman will officiate at all general sessions of USE 
meetings. He will·.De responsible for the prepa.ration of a tentative agenda 
for each meeting of USE and will submit it to the Executive Secretary for 
reproduction and distribution to the membership before the meeting. 

6.2. The Chairman will also serve as chairman of the Policy Committee 
and will be a member ex officio of all other USE committees. 

6.3. The chairman or the Policy Committee may appoint a chairman 
pro tem at any time. 

6.4. The retiring chairman will be a non-voting member of the Policy 
Committee for a period of one year after leaving office unless, at the option 
of his organization, he becomes the regular representative of his organization 
during that same period. 

7. Executive Secretary. 

7.1. The Executive Secretary will reproduce and distribute the 
minutes of meetings, committee reports, the tentative agenda for USE meetings, 
reports of USE routines, Useful Notes, and such other items as the Policy 
Committee may direct. 

7.2. He will process applications for membership in accord with Section 
3 and requests for attendance at meetings in accord with Section 4. 

7.3. He will be a non-voting member of the Policy Committee and will 
provide at each meeting a complete reference file of official USE records 
and correspondence. 

7.4. He will serve as Chairman of the Publications committee and in 
that capa.city may refuse to distribute through USE channels anything which 
does not meet the standards set up by USE. 

7.5. In this capa.city he shall make available to RR-Sales, to use as 
they see fit: Membership lists of the USE organization; specifications and 
descriptions of rQutines which are ava ilable to members of USE; and such other 
items as the Policy Committee may from time to time direct. 

8. Meetings. 

8.1. Meetings of USE will be held at the discretion of the Policy 
Committee. RR-Sales will serve as host for all meetings and will be responsible 
(1) for arranging committee meeting assembly facilities, (2) for alerting 
hotel facilities ' :for reservations, and (3) for providing such other services 
as they deem necessary or desirable in order to facilitate the course of the 
meetings. 

8.2. Eac.h organization will be responsible for submitting the number 
and, when possibie, the names of its representatives to RR-Sales prior to 
each meet ing. ' 
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9. Policy Committee. 

9.1. The governing body of USE is the Policy Committee . It consists 
of one representative from each voting member organization, the chairman of 
USE as non-voting chairman, and other non-voting members as specified in 
Sections 6.4 and 7.3. 

9.2. It is the responsibility of the Policy Committee to guide the 
activities of USE into productive channels. All authority for decision in 
USE matters resides in the Policy Committee unless explicitly delegated by 
that body. 

9.3. Meetings of the Policy Committee will normally be closed, except 
that by a vote of the committee particular sessions may be open to the public 
or to specified individuals. 

9.4. The Policy Committee will deter.mine the final agenda for each 
meeting and assign items to committees. It will consider all committee 
recommendations .and decide on the action to be taken. 

9.5. The Policy Committee will neet at each general USE meeting, and 
may meet at other times at its discretion. 

9.6. A quorum of the Policy Committee will consist of at least 6010 of 
the voting membership. 

9.7. At least 2/3 "yes II and no more than l/4 f1noll of the quon.nn shall 
be required to pass a motion in the Policy Committee except that election 
of officers is by majority vote, as specified in Section 5. 

9.8. Mail voting. 

Voting may be by mail in the circumstances described below. The 
provisions of 9.7 shall apply in each case. 

a) New Business. A mail vote on new business may be requested 
at any time by any member of the Policy Committee via the Executive Secretary. 
Quorum is 10010 of voting membership. 

b) Uncompleted Business~ At the discretion of the Policy Comnittee 
a vote on a motion made in session may be deferred to a mail vote. The vote 
is to be conducted by the Executive Secretary within a time limit established 
by the Policy Committee at the time of the deferral. Such ballots are to be 
counted on the first working day after the deadline and a quorum consists of 
the votes received by that time. Prior to the vote the Executive Secretary 
shall poll all members by mail. 

c) Reconsideration of Previous Action. Upon request of at least 
one-third of the Policy Committee, the Executive Secretary shali poll the 
membership on any question acted upon previously. A quorum shall consist of 
those votes received within one month of the date of the poll; the deadline 
date shall be explicitly stated in the polling letter. 
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10. Comnittees. 

10.1. The Policy Committee may form and disband working committees as 
the need arisGs. Such conunittees will consiJ.er any agenda items assigned to 
them as described in Section 9.4. ani may at the discretion of the committee 
chairman consider other items in the same general field. 

10.2. Each chairman of an active cOmmittee will make an oral report to 
the general USE meeting which will outline the subjects discussed and will 
contain the recommendations of the cOmIT.ittee. 

10.3. Each chairman will also submit a written report to the Executive 
Secretary within a reasonable time after the meeting for distribution to the 
members of USE . Upon receipt of the written report of the chairman, anyone 
who feels t~at it is incomplete or erroneous may communicate directly with 
the committee chairman, who may then submit an amended report to the member­
ship at the next meeting. 

10.4. These committees will normally meet concurrently with the general 
USE meeting. The chairman of a committee may call a meeting at any time 
providing that at least hlO weeks notice is gi .. en to each committee member 
for each meeting that is not held during a general USE meeting. 

10.5. Meetings of these committees will normally be open, and invited 
guests may participate by direction of the chairman. Conduct of committee 
meetings is at the discretion of the chairman. 

10.6. Terms of committee chairmen "rill end on the 31st of March 
following appointment. A committee chai~an may be reappointed. 

11. Standing Commit toes . 

There are at present four standing committees: The Prog ram Development 
Conunittee, the Publications COIT'nittee, the l1athematics Committee, and the 
Installation Operations Conunittee. 

11.1. Pr o([ram Development ComE'.ittee. The function of the Program 
De'relopner.t Corm:'.ittee i3 t o e:whange progranuning ideas, information, and 
techniques, and to avoid duplication of effort where possible by voluntary 
cooperation in progrararr.ing wor1:. 

11.2. Publications Committee . The Executive Secretary of USE is 
chairman of this committee. The function of the Publications Committee is 
to set up and maintain proper standards of communication between member 
organizJ.tions through USE channels. Each organization will have a member 
of the Publications Conunittee , who will be responsible for seeing that any 
material submitted to USE from his organization meets the relevant standards, 
and for d istributing throughout his organization the material distributed 
through USE. 
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11.3. Mathematics Committee. The functions of the Mathematics 
Committee are: 1) exchange of working codes for mathematical subroutines; 
2) description of work~ng experience with existing mathematical subroutines; 
3) discussion of promising mathematica l methods with the idea of developing 
subroutines using these methods; 4} preparation of specifications for 
mathematical subroutines and recommendation of a member organization to 
provide a working machine program in standard USE language to be distributed 
through regular USE channels. 

The Committee will have a general subject for each meeting chosen by 
the Policy Committee , usually upon recommendation of the Mathematics Committee. 

11.4. Installat i on Oper at i ons Committee. The functi on of the 
Installation Opera~:ions Committee is: I} to ~onsider questions concerning 
the operation and maintenance of an Il03A installation, 2) to exchange 
information on operating experience, and 3) to consider machine modifications. 
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Proceedings of the Mathematics Connnittee of the USE Organization 

July 25-26, 1957 Seattle, Washington 

~1e Mathematics Committee met during the regular session of the USE 
organization at the Benjamin Franklin HotE',l, Seattle, Vlashington under the 
chairmanship of Dr. James Ward, Holloman Air Force Base. The agenda for 
the session is given in Appendix A. Over 23 persons participated during 
the course of the meeting representing 8 organizations. (Appendix B) 

Thursday, J'uly 25, 1957 

The conunittee '"ent into session in the afternoon and began its 
proceedings ,lith an address of uelcome by Dr. R. E. G,askell, Boeing 
Airylane Co., on the "Practice of Mathematics". ~1i6 talll: lms previously 
given in another form to the Association for Computing :t.1achinery. 

Following these remarks Werner L. Franll: described the research 
activities performed at The Ramo-VTooldridge Corporation in finding eigen­
values and eigenvectors of complex non-Hermitian matrices. A number of 
subroutines ,.,ere described which already are or ,Till be made available 
to USE. As requested by the committee, most of these remarks are appended 
to this report in the form of a paper which '\-las delivered at the symposium 
on "Computing in the Aircraft Indu3try" at Nei. York University, January, 
1957 (Appendix C). ' 

Concluding the afternoon session ivaS the paper given by Dr. Paul T. 
' Mielke, Boeing Airplane Co. The eigenvalue problem, as it applies to 
flutter stability analysis vTaS discussed. (Appendix D.) 

Friday, J\.tly 26 t 1957 

Mr . L. H. Turner , National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics began 
the mo;t'ning proceedings '''ith a discussion of the matrix eigenvalue problem 
as it occurs in nuclear reactor calculations. 'I\ve papers were distrtbuted 
(1 and 2 of Append.ix E). 

Concluding the Ilrepared preSentation "as B. Rudin, Lockheed HiG611e8, 
,,,ho described a relat ively unlmovm method of finding the characteristic 
equation due to J. G. Bryan and de scribed in his Harv"ard difJf;ertation 
lIA Method fo :r the Exact Determination of' the Characteristic Equation" . 
Mr . Rudin indicated his intereot in p rogra,mming this method . (Appendix F) 

A dlscuss10n f'ollo\'l~d to f'onnalize our thoughts and to make a report 
to the Policy Corami t tee. Such report is contained in AIJpendix G. 

A status ~port of the autocorrelation-spectral denSity routine 1'laS 

distributed a s noted in Item 3 of Appendix E. 
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For the convenience of those not present, Appendix E lists all items 
which ,,"ere distributed. Some of these reports are included as appendices 
if vellums were supplied by the authors. 

Submi tted by 

Ja.mes A. Ward, Holloman Air Force Base 

Werner L. Frank, The Ramo - Hooldridge Corp. 

Correction of the Proceedings of the Mathematic s Committee, April 25-26, 1957 

Replace lines ( 25 ) to ( 31 ) by: 

(1) Routines should incorporate special formulas for special cases 
and one should have several general subroutines such as: 
4th order Runge - Kutta , AdamS -Houlton, Milne Method. 

(2) The integral equation approach is recommended ,.,henever possible. 
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USE ORGAJllZATION 

AGENDA OF MEETING OF MATHEMATICS COMMITTEE 

Host Organization: Boeing Airplane Company 

Seattle, Hashington 

July 25-26, 1957 

Theme: Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors of Matrices 

Chaiman: Dr. James vlard, Holloman Air Force Base 

Thursday, July 25, 1957 

1. General USE Session 

2. Address of 'oJ'elcome to Mathematics Committee 
liThe Practice of Mathematics" 

Dr. R. E. Gaskell, Boeing Airplane Company 

3. Numerical Experiments in Finding Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors 
of Arb1trary ~1atrices at The Ramo-vlooldridge Corporation. 

Werner L. Fra.ri.k, The Ramo-Wooldridge CorporatiOn. 

4. E:xperiments w:i,.th Finding Eigenvalues of Matrices for Flutter 
Stability Analysis 

Dr. Paul T. Mielke, Boe ing Airplane Co. 

Friday, July 26, 1957 

1. Eigenvalues of Matrices 
t. R. Turner, National Advisory Connnittee for Aeronautics 

2. Eigenvalues of -Matrices 
Bernard Rudin, Lockheed 

3. Preparation of Report to Policy Committee 

4. Status Report 

a. Autocorrelation and Spectral Density Routine 

b. Ordinary Differential Equation ExJ?er;!.ments 

5. General USE Session 
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Attend.ance at HatheJnatics Committee 

Boeing Airplane Company R. E. Gaskell 
J. F. Price 
J. D. Hheelock 
P. T. MicDce 
G. Marsagl1a 
F. Magneso 
J. Fugher 
J. B. Butler 
,>I • Hovlland 
D. Heilan 
K. HcKinley 

Hhi te Sands Proving Ground R. Bigelow 

The Ramo-vlooldridge Corporation W. L. Frank 

Remington Rand Univac R. A. Zeml1n 
B. Mittman 
R. Simon 
O. E. Tanthu 
George Etsell 
B. Gerlcin 

Stanford Research Institute R. H. Spencer 

Loclcheed Missiles B. D. Rudin 

Holloman Air Force Base J. A. Hard 

Applied Physics Laboratory n. P. Rich 



Eigenvalue Problems in Modern Industry II: 

Computing Techniques for Matrices 

by 

Werner L. Frank and Ivin Tarnove 

The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 
\ 

INTRODUCTION 

The algebraic eigenvalue problem has received considerable attention in 

. many areas ot m::>dern industry with spec1al emphasis in the aircraft field. 

Numerous mathematical methods have been proposgd for finding eigenvalues, 

most ot which are satisfactory for low order matrices. However, as the need 

to handle higher order matrices arose, one is faced with limitations of speed, 

word length, and storage capacity of modern digital computers. It is, there­

fore, essential to determine those methods which offer the greatest possibility 

of efficient handling of higher order matr1l::es. 

Motivated mainly by problems in the stability of fluid flow [19J and in 

the . stability of control systems, The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation embarked upon 

an investigation designed to produce practical routines for f~nding eigen­

values of arbitrary matrices of orders about 20. 

For this purpose codes were written for the Univac Scientific Computer 

MO,del 1103 based on several mathema~ical methods, so that the characteristics 

of ,each could be compared and in order to obtain a basis of selection of 

routines for specific problems. ,The mathematical methods will be presented 

and the numerioal results discussed • 

. ' First, by way ot definition, A is an eigenvalue of the matrix A if and 

only if there exists a non-zero vector x such that Ax ... A x. The non-zero 

vectors which satisfy this equation for a given eigenvalue are the eigenvectors 

of A oorresponding, to the eigenvalue A. 
1'he several mathematical methods to be presented are all based on three 

prinoiples. These are a8 follows: 
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a) Root Finding Techniques: 

The matrix equation Ax = Ax is a homogeneous system of linear 

algebraic equations which can be written (J\I - A)x = O. Such a 

system can have a non-trivial solution only if the determinant 

IAI - AI vanishes. Thus the eigenvalues may be characterized as 

the values of Afor which I AI - AI = O. The determinant is a 

polynomial peA.) of nth degree in A where n is the order of A. 

This polynomial is called the characteristic polynomial and the 

equation p(J\) = 0 is called the characteristic equation. A 

method which obtains the eigenvalues as roots of p(A) or a related 

function will be called a root finding technique. 

b) Power Method: 

The sequence of vectors defined recursively by 

YJ.+1 = c i +l AYi 

where y is arbitrary and the CIS are normalizing factors tends, in o 
general, toward an eigenvector corresponding to the eigenvalue of A 

of maximum modulus. Suppose the eigenvectors Xl' x2' .•• , xn of 

A form a basis for the vector space. Then any vector y may be 
o 

represented as 

and after k iterations, Yk will be parallel to the vector 

ell ~. ·~l + el2./{ ,.x2 + ••• + eln A~ xn 

If I All> IAil ' (i = 2, •.• J n) then for sufficiently large k 

I ell J\~ I > > I eli ./{ I (i = 2, ••• , n) 

and Yk will then be essentially parallel to the eigenvector Xl 

corresponding to the dominant eigenvalue. If Al is a multiple 

eigenvalue the same result applies. However, if there is more than 

one eigenvalue of maximum modulus it is necessary to employ special 

devices in add1 tion to the basic 1 teration LIO]. 
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c) Use of Similarity Transformations; 

The matrix B is similar to A if and only if there exists a matrix 

S such that 

B = S-l A S 

The matrix B is said to be the result of a similarity transformation 

on A. The importance of similarity transformations in the quest for 

eigenvalues lies in the fact that similar matrices have the same 

eigenvalues. For 

IB -All = /S-l AS - All =1 S-l (A -AI) sl 
=/s-lIIA -AIIIsl =IA -All 

The aim is to determine a matrix S so that the similarity transformation 

of A results in a matrix ~ whose eigenvalues are more easily found, 

usually by a root finding technique or so that the eigenvalues are 

explicitly exhibited in the matrix B. An application of this principle 

to real symmetric matrices is the Jacobi Rotation Metho'd [14, 16] which 

produces a diagonal matrix B similar to A. The eigenvalues of A are 

then read off as the diagonal elements of B and the eigenvectors are 

the columns of the orthogonal matrix S. A routine carrying out this 

procedure has been written at The Ramo-Wo~ldridge Corporation O23J. 
A modification of the Jacobi m~~~od is due to W. Givens [15J which 

produces a tridiagonal matrix similar to A. As these methods apply 

only to real symmetric matrices they "rill not be discussed further. 

Generalization of the Jacobi method for arbitrary complex matrices 

have been proposed by J. Greenstadt [17J and also by J. vonNeuman* 

and M. Lotl<~in [18J. These produce a triangular matrix B similar to 

A from '''hich the eigenvalues again can be read off as the diagonal 

elements. These methods are currently under investigation at The 

Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation, with results to be presented in a 

forthcoming paper. 

See d:1,scussd.on in Reference 17. 
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

1. Determinant Evaluation: 

A root finding routine [~21 in use at The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

requires only the value of the function at arbitrary points. Applied to the 

function I A I - A I the eigenvalues of A are obtained. This process requires 

the evaluation of a determinant of order N for each iteration and consequently 

the computing time becomes prohibitive for large N. However, the accuracy 

of the eigenvalues is quite good . 

2 • Danilewski: 

This is a method of reducing an arbitrary matrix by a similarity transform­

ation to a form displaying the coefficients of the characteristic polynomial 

[7, 20J. This form usually turns out to be the companion matrix 

0 

1 0 
0 

1 

o o 

1 

-c n 
-c n-l 

-c 
2 

-c 
1 

from which one can write the characteristic polynomial as 

. .. + c 
n 

In certain cases the characteristic polynomial will appear in factored form. 

The similarity transformation is a product of elementary similarity 

transformation of the f'ollm.ing types: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

th th th th interchange of i and j rows and j and i columns 

multiplication of ith row by a constant and division of ith column 

by the same constant 
th th th add to the i row a multiple of j row and subtract from j column 

th the same multiple of the i column. 
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This method is quite fast but rather inaccurate. The inaccuracy can 

be traced to the round-off errors incurred in obtaining the coefficients of 

p(J\) whose roots, the eigenvalues of A, are very sensitive to slight variations 

in the coefficients. In ant~cipation of this situation the routine employing 

this method provides an option for performing the similarity transformation 

with either single .or double register number representation. Figures 3 and 4 

indicate the degree of improvement in accuracy obtained by the added precision. 

Of the tvo methods discussed one is slow and accurate, the other fast but 

inaccurate. The next method affects an i~provement in speed, while maintaining 

good accuracy at a severe price, since it is necessary to have very Good 

estimates of the eigenvalues. 

3. Leppert's Method: 

This method mrutes use of a rational function whose roots are the eigenvalues 

of A [5J. Codes based on this procedure ",ere first written at Lockheed, Burbank, 

for use on the CPC and later developed for the 701 and now for the 704 [6J. 
Convair, San Diego, [21J adopted this code for the 1103, and applies to matrices 

up to order 10. 

The method is based on the fact that a polynomial of degree n is com­

pletely determined by its values at n+l distinct points. Let ~o' ~l' ... , 

A be n+l distinct pOints, ri of which are approximations to the eigenvalues 
n 

of A. Define 

Then by Lagrange's interpolation formuia 

·n 

p(A) = ~ 
j=O 

where 

P(Aj ) g/~) 

gj<X) 

n 

=~ 
j =O 
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p()J 

pC\ ) 
Setting c

j 
= ~ 

gj{Aj ) 

If none of the Aj 's is an eigenvalue, pC\) vTill be zero if and only if the 

rational function 

The roots of this function are then taken as better approximations to the 

eigenvalues and the process is re~eated. 

The improvement in speed is achieved by t~e significant reduction in total 

number of determinant evaluations which are required. However, the difficulty 

in supplying sufficiently good estimates for the eigenvalues often precludes 

the usefulness of the procedure. 

4. Lanczos' Method: 

A fairly rapid method vThich does not require estimates 1s the. t of Lanczos 

[8]. While the evaluation of a full determinant 1s time consuming, a tri­

diagonal determinant can be evaluated quite rapidly by recursion. This 

method produces a tridiagonal matrix similar to A. 

x . 
n' 

Starting with arbitrary vectors Xl and Yl ' a biorthogonal set Xl' x2 .•. , 

Yl' Y2' ••• , Yn is generated by the formul as 

Xk+l = Axk - °kxk - ~k-l xk_l 

* Yk+l cAy _ k - °llk - ~k-l Yk-l 

where Ok 
(Yk , Axk ) 

and ~k 
(Y

k
, Ax

k
_
l

) 
= 

(Yk , ~) = (Yk, xk ) 



' I -. r .~ 

The tridiagonal matrix 

B == 

o 

o 

ex f3 n-l n-l 

1 ex 
n 

is similar to A since B ::: X- l A X, wh~re the columns of X are the vectors 

xl' x2' .•. , xn ' The eigenvalues of B are then obtained by the root finding 

technique. 

The method does not yield good accuracy due to difficulties in generatlng 

the biorthogonal set. Cert.ain modifications are currently being incorporat.ed 

in an effort to improve the accuracy. 

5. Power Method: 

As shown previously J the sequence of vectors Yk becomes parallel to an 

e igenvector xl correspondtl1g to the e i genvalue Al of maximum modulus. The 

Rayleigh quotient (Axl /i ) i s taken to be the corresponding e i genvalue A
l

. 
-(Xl 'Xl) -. 

To find the subsequent eigenvalues and eigenveetors t he matrix is de flated 

[10, 13]. 
Suppose xl i s normalized so that its last component i s 

",here c is an (n-l)-dimensiona1 vector. Then t.he matrix 

~_~r-l) [I -J S -1 - \-lith S . -
o . 1 (1) ~O 1 

(n-l) (1 ) (n-l) (1) 

det'.lnes a siml1arl.ty transformation of t he: matri x 

(n-l) 

(1 ) 
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{: }~ 
(n-l) 

A 

(1) 

(n-l) (1) 

,·rhich yields 

b' °1 
(n-l) 

Al ::: S-lAS ::: 

y 1 (1) 

(n-l) (1) 

where AI ::: B - cy is of order n-l. Since Al +s similar to A, the eigenvalues 

of A I must be the same as those of A except for A l' 

The basic iteration process is then applied to AI producing an eigenvector 

x2 corresponding to the dominant eige'nvalue A 2 of A I. The eigenvector x
2 

of 

A corresponding to A2 is then recovered using x2 . This process is continued 

until all the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of A are obtained. The process of 

recovery of eigenvectors breaks down, however, for a multiple eigenvalue A if 

the number of linearly independent eigenvectors corresponding to A is less 

than its multiplicity. 

The rate of convergence of the basic iteration process at any stage is a 

function of' the ratio of the magnitudes of the two dominant eigenvalues. In 

fact, one may 

Al 
r ::: log X; 

define the rate of convergence to be the logarithm of' this ratio, 

If the tvlO dominant eigenvalues lie close to the same circle, 

the basic iteration process converges very slowly. ~ro techni~ue6 are used to 

impr ove convergence in such circumstances. One is to iterate with the matrix 

(A - a I) instead of A for some appropriate value of a. This effects a 

translation of the origin in the A-plane but leaves the eigenvectors invariant. 

The second technique for improving convergence is to use an acceleration pro­

cedure. Wilkinson [10 J employs the Aitken ~ 2 acceleration which in addition 

to a least squares acceleration p~ocedure, have been programmed and investigate~ 

by E. Osborne at The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation. The details of this work will 

be presented in a forthcoming paper. 
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6. Wielandt's Method: 

This is a power method for improving the accuracy of an approximate eigen-

value 1.1 and a correspondinG eigenvector z. Set y = z and perform the iteration o 

Y. 
]. 

,-,here the c' s are normalizinG factors, 'fids is essentially the pm-Ter method 

"'ith the matrix (A - I.1I)-l, If 1.1 is closest to some eigenvalue A of A, 

then ~ will be the dominant eigenvalue of (A - I.1I)-l. Hence the sequence 
.1\.- 1.1 

of vectors y i 'l-Till tend to an eigenvector x of (A - 1.11 (1 corresponding to 

the eigenvalue (J\- 1.1)-1. Thus 

or 

Hence Ax = Ax so that the improved eigenvalue and corresponding eigenvector 

are obtained. 

7. Generalized Eigenvalue Problem: 

Let A(x) be a matrix of order n Nith elements which are polynomials in a 

variable x. It is required to find the values of x for which the determinant 

of A{x) vanishes. 

Let k be the degree of the polynomial of highest degree in A{x). Then 

where the Ai (i = 0, .• " k) are constant matrices and Ao f O. This is a 

generalization of the standard eigenvalue problem fora matrix M in which 

k = 1, Ao = I and Al = - M. 

This problem could be transformed into a standard eigenvalue problem for 

a matrix of order kn if Ao or ~ is non-singular and then handled by one of the 

previously mentioned routines. However, in the problems required for solution 
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Ao was always singular and frequently so was Ak · It was then decided to use 

determinant evaluation coupled \{ith root finding as in the method first described. 

To reduce computation time the root finding technique was modified to 

incorporate the use of estimates of the eigenvalues if available. This was 

done in such a way that convergence is obtained even vTi th virtually arbitrary 

estimates. The advantage of good estimates is a reduction in the required 

computing time up to a factor of 3. This is to be contrasted with Leppert's 

method which requires very good estimates for successful operation. 

NUMERICAL RESULTS 

1. General Remarks: 

In order to study the effectiveness of the various numerical methods coded 

for the UNIVAC Scientific 1103 Computer, a set of test matrices was selected 

in order to compare the procedures with respect to time, accuracy and univer­

sality of application. These matrices varied in order and in the relative 

proximity of their roots. The eigenvalues vrere known by virtue of the construc­

tion of the matrix or from kno\m analytic expressions. Examples of such 

t est matrices are displayed in Figure I. The results of the comparisons are con· ... 

tained in the accompanying table . and graphs. 

In general, all of the methods considered offered no difficulties for most 

matrices of order less than ten. Also the time needed to carry out the 

calculation is within reasonable bounds. However, two important problems arise 

for orders larger than ten: 

a. Running time increases due to the number of arithmetic operations 

which is of order N
2 

or N3 depending on the method. Also matrix 
2 

storage space is of order N and requires the eventual employment of the 

slower access auxiliary storages. 

b. Round-off errors build up due to the many more arithmetic manipulations 

and significantly affect the results. 

In addition to these statements further difficulties are encountered by 

all the methods for matrices possessing clustered eigenvalues and/or eigen~ 

values of equal moduli. In such instances the rate of convergence is reduced 
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considerably and loss in accuracy of the roots occurs. 

The subroutines which were prepared employ The Ramo-Wooldridge interpretive 

complex floating point arithmetic package. · In order that the accompanying 

numerical results be meaningful relative to other machines it is necessary to 

state some of the characteriszations of this arithmetic system: 

a. Floating point nill,iller characteristics 

l-register precision - 8 bit exponent, 27 bit mantissa for each 
component 

2-register precision - 8 bit exponent, 62 bit mantissa for each 
component 

b. Times for basic operations (in milliseconds) 

addition 

multiplication 

division 

l-register precision 

3.4 

7·5 
13·0 

2-register precision 

12 

35 
67 

c . The output routines used for both precisions displayed numbers to 8 
decimal digits and the corresponding tens exponent. 

2. Observations and Recommendations: 

a. Slowness and control of round-off are associated with the methods 

which continually operate on the input matrix. This includes the 

determinant evaluating procedure, the method of Leppert and the 

power methods. Of course, it should be recalled that the later 

method also obtains eigenvectors. Speed and inaccuracy are charac­

teristic for the methods of Lanczos and Danilewski which operate 

on the condensed data obtained from the original matrix by similarity 

transformations. The inaccuracy results from the small errors in 

this data which can lead to large errors in the eigenvalues. 

(Figures 2 and 3) 

b. While Figure 3 displays the accuracy for the least accurate eigen­

value found it is significant that most of the remaining eigenvalues 

lost only seyeral digits and that the most accurate one was found 

to 7 or 8 places. It was generally noted that roots which were 

not clustered were obtained with better accuracy. 
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c. While all the methods require storage of the input matrix, much 

of the computation of the procedures of Danilewski and Lanczos 

is done on a concentrated form of the data. (Table I) 

d. The effect of increasing the precision of the arithmetic was 

investigated for the method of Danilewski. For a given family 

of matrices, Figures 4 and 5 show the effects of employing more 

precision in the arithmetic on the round-off errors generated in 

performing the similarity transformations. It appears from 

Figure 4 and other similar investigations, that the accuracy 

curve for two register precision is related to the accuracy curve 

for one register precision by a fixed translation being approximately 

equal to the number of decimal digits by which the former mantissa 

exceeds the latter. 

e. Rates of convergence and number of digits of accuracy in results 

are decidedly affected by relative positions of the eigenvalues in 

the complex plane. In addition to the troublesome "close 11 "roots .,hich 

cause difficulties for all the methoJs considered} the power method 

also suffers from roots having approximately equal moduli. By 

suitable shifts in the origin and/or by certain acceleration techniques 

this difficulty can be overcome in many instances. In optimal cases 

convergence is fast with excellent accuracy in the results. The 

time requirements are reasonable} especially since eigenvectors are 

obtained along with the eigenvalues. It can be stated that on the 

average one to two hours is required for matrices of order 20. Further 

investigation into the possibility of automatizing the determination 

of optimal origins and into the acceleration techniques might make 

this method a practical one for matrices of order greater than 20. 

nlese matters are currently being investigated. 

f. Not all the methods can operate successfully without some knowledge 

of the eigenvalues sought. In fact, some of the procedures require 

very good estimates of the eigenvalues. (Table II) 

g. Difficulties due to the limitations of an interpretive arithmetic 

are not to be discounted. Even with floating point, problems arise 

in keeping the complete calculation for large order matrices within 

the range of the number representation of the arithmetic. Rescaling 



-13-

of the input data can overcome some of these difficulties. Other 

problems concern themselves with loss of accuracy due to subtractions 

of approximately equal numbers and to decide upon convergence criteria 

which are consistent with the floating point operation. 

h. While some methods combine speed and inaccuracy, others are slow and 

accurate. It seems natural to attempt to combine the desirable 

features of both by first obtaining rough estimates of the eigenvalues 

by use of the methods of Lanczos or Danilewsld and then to refine 

them by entry to a refining routine. Indeed such a procedure was 

carried out and results obtained for matrices of order 20. Another 

technique might find an almost triangular matrix B similar to the 

input matrix A. By an almost triangular matrix is meant one Vihose 

elements below (or above) the main diagonal are all zero, except for 

the diagonal just adjacent to the main diagonal. Performing now the 

determinant evaluation procedure with I B - AI I we obtain eigen­

values which can then be refined by one or more iterations with 

IA - Alt. Preliminary investigations indicate a possible saving 

in time over the current procedure by a factor of 2N/3. Further 

investigations t o cut this time are in progress sinceGhe accuracy 

accruing in the determinant evaluation procedure makes it desirable 

to apply the method to matrices of order higher than 20. 

An even more e laborate procedure might employ the technique of 

successively reducing the order of the matrix after finding each root. 

In order to do this t he e ifjcnvcctor assoc ia"te d Hi th each root must 

also be found, say by the method of Wielandt, and a matrix reduction 

routine entered. 

i. Considerable saving in computing time can be realized by a judicious 

choice of the type of arithmetic employed. For real matrices it is 

possible) in some cases where Imowledge of the location of' the 

eigenvalues is known, to operate ,.,holly in real arithmetic. 

Certainly for all real matrices the s imilarity transformations used 

in the schemes of Lanczos and Danilewski can be performed in real 

arithmetic. While double precision may be required for part of a 

problem it may not be es nentiaJ. for the entire calculation . For 
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exam~le, one may wish to evaluate the determinant of IA- )\11 in 

multi-precision and carry out the root finding in single precision. 

Again the similarity transformation in the methods of Lanqzos and 

Danilewski are instances of where multi-precision could be used for 

the first part of the problem and single-precision employed for 

the final part. In any case, savings in time by factors of from 2 

to 5 can be obtained going from multi-precision to Single-precision 

or from complex to real arithmetic. 

TIle authors wish to express their gratitude to Dr. G. E; Forsythe whose 

informal notes on the various methods and guidance in the development of the 

r outines proved invaluable. Acknowledgement is made to the contributions of 

C. Farrington, G. Golub, E. Osborne, and R. Gregory who programmed some of 

the methods. Our thanks are also due to R. Anderson and J. Ortlip who aided 

in testing the routines. The entire study was under the supervision of 

Dr . D. M. Young, Jr. 
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Total Storage Requirements (independent of interpretive routines) 

r--------------.,..--------.---.. -...... --.- .. -- _ ...... - -" . .... -..... --.... --.. -.----.-----. 

Method 

Danile\vski 

Detenninant 
Evaluation 

Number of Words in Code 

273 

Data and Temporary 
Storage where N is the 
Order of the Matrix 

Part I 

Part II 6N + 41 

f-------------+-------.----.---I--.----.-.-------------
Leppert 
(2 register precision) 322 

2 
6N + 22N + 32 

~----------.--.- --_ .•. _ .. _ ............ . .. -......... -_ .. . -- .. _ ... -... _ .... ..... . ........... ..... ......... . ... --... __ ............. . -

Lanczos 

Wilkinson 

Wielandt 

Generalized Eigen­
value Problem 

430 

I 

392 I 
I 

288 I 

Table I 

Part I 
2 2N + 16N + 8 

Part II 6N + 28 

2N2 + 1.3N + 10 
. 

2 
3N + 9N + 4 

---
2(11::+2) N

2 
+ 5N + 2R + 18 

k = degree of the poly­
nomial of highest 
degree in A{x) 

R = number of roots 
desired 

I 



- --v \...1 
Multiple Roots 

-u 
!>1e tho d Time Accuracy Starting Procedure (Accuracy and Convergence 

Deteriorates) 

Danilewski Very fast Poor None Yes 

Determinant Extremely Good None Yes 
Evaluation Slow 

Eigenvalues 
Only Leppert Slow Good Very good estimates of No 

eigenvalues 

Lanczos Fast Fair Two arbitrary vectors Provision for multiple 
in most cases roots not included 

Wilkinson Good Arbitrary, but Yes, if the number of --- knowledge of location eigenvectors is equal to 
of eigenvalues speeds the multiplicity of the 
CO'1ve rgence eigenvalue 

Eigenvalues I and rlielandt Good Estimates of Provision for multiple ! 
Eigenve cto rs --- Eigenvalues and roots not included 

I Eigenvectors f 
! 

Evaluation of various methods for obtaining eigenvalues 

and/or eigenvectors based on results obtained for N ~lO . 

-- ---

Table II 



1 -1 0 0 0 0 " N N-l N-2 1 

-1 2 -1 0 0 0 N-1 N-l N-2 1 

0 -1 2 -1 0 0 -1 N-2 N-2 N-2 1 
A = A = 

0 0 . -1 2 -1 2 2 2 1 

0 0 0 -1 2 1 1 1 1 

The eigenvalues of A and A -1 are given by A
J 

A-1 
and j respectively where~ 

_ (, ~)2 Aj - \2 .sin 2 

-1 and the eigenvectors of A and A by: 

(i) 
~j i ,j = 1,2, ... ,N 

1 . Test matrix A of order N 

o . 1/2 0 

o 0 1/2 

o 0 0 1/2 

000 

000 

o 
o 
o 

1/2 

o 

L = ill 

000 

1/2 0 0 

o 1/2 0 

000 

B = (I - L)-l [u - (ill - 1) r] 

The eigenvalues of B are the roots Aj of 

vhere I-L
j 

1 

Aj + (ill - 1) = ill ~ Jl 2 
j j 

= cos ~ 
N+l 

j = 1,2, ... ,N 

2. Test matrix B of order N, ill arbitrary 

F :i . CtJ.l'~ l 

o 
o 
o 

1/2 0 
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Methods 
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Mr. Chairman, it is a privilege "to be able to discuss with this grol1.p a subject 

,,,hi.ch has been of great interest to dynamicists at Boeing for a long time, 

particularly since the advent of large scale, high speed digital computers. I 

refer to the problem of detor'mining the eigenvalues of complex matrices of 

large ordere 

Although this is a meeting of mathematicians for whom it would suffice to treat 

exclusively of the mathematical aspects of this subject, I know that as mathemati-

cians YOIl will also appreciate that it often helps to motivate abstract definition 

by referring to the physical world. In fact, for applied matheroaticians this is 

a necessity. Therefore, I make no apology for beginning with a brit;3f disc\ls~;;ion 

of one of the physical bases of the complex eigenvalue problem. 

This irnrlGdiately presents a problem to an employee of a company such as Boeing . 

Our pr oprietary and military interests dictate care in detail while dis cussing 

our pr oblems. Therefore, 1-Jhen I mention large , elastic a.irplanes charactGri~ed 

by l.arge ex Lernal stores attached by elastic supports I could be s pHaking of a 

Convair 580 or a Douglas DcB as well as of several familiar Boeing !Jl'IJclucts . 

fur t hermore, [ tvill forebear to discuss the details of such airrllancs nxcopt t o 

point <)tIt t hat t heir great, flextbili ty is the reason why "Ie arc interes t ed in 

the eigenvalue problem for large matricos. 
--""-

hihat, th en., i,; wi thin the purvievl of the dynaloiGs engineer? BrL..:f l.y, H(: are 

i nL'-:; l'es ted 1n h .lO ? roblem areas. Control dynamics incl.udes 'Hi thin it.::: r (:l~lJn~ oj' 

intcr ,::[3 t all those i terns of equipment or "structure" in an aj_r plane ,,;hich :wrvc 

to maintain its stabilj.ty ln flight and Hhieh control its ~a:~ Jnottonso ~:u(;h 

itElm~; "Jould include , for example, all control surfaces and their driving rnechan-

isms. Structural dynamics includes the rnotions of the primary strueture of the 
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airplane and its equipment, generally in response to external environment or to 

the excitations produced by engines . It is of these pro blems that I shall speak. 

Tho nroblems of structural dynamics may be further categorized as follows: 

1. Dynamic loads 

2. Environmental vibrations 

3. Flutter 

Problems of the first category are characterized by systems of dti'ferential 

equations of the follo.ling type: 

A q + 
I 

B q + C q 

, • I 

where A, B and C are usually r eal matrices of constants and q, q, q and 0(.( t) 

are colwrm vectors. The forcing function cX,( t) is usually of a transient or 

random nature such as the forces caused by a gust of air or the , bumps in a run-

way. Primary interest here is in the transient response of the system, so we 

have an initial value problem in differential equations. Problems of the 

second category are largely empirical, although computers are being used increas-

ingly, along with analog-digital conversion equipment, to analyze (for example ) 

the pOHer spectra of random signals impinging upon equipment o 

'rho third category of problem leads directly to the point of toda,y's meeting. 

Flutter may be described briefly (1, page 2~:t as a dynamic instability of the 

airplane in which its elasticity plays an essential role . It will occur if the 

airplane absorbs energy from the airstream. The velocity at vlhich the structure 

neither contributes nor absorbs energy is called the critical or flutter velDcity. 

Flutter may be characterized analytically by systems of differential equations 

of the form 
'. . 1 2 M q + C(l+ L.g)q + r A (k)l..u q. 0 (1) 

*Nwnbers :in parenthesis refer to the bibliography. 
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M is a real, symmetric posi tiv.e-defini te matrix expressing the inertia properties 

of the system. It arises simply from the kinetic energy term in the Lagrange 

equations of the system. C is the so-called stiffness term arising from the 

potential energy term in Lagrange's equations. Physical assumptions often dictate 

that C be a diagonal matrix. This simplifies the mathematics a bit. The ternl 

1 + ig includes the structural damping g. r is a scalar function of atmospheric 

dens i t y and A, the source of all our trouble, is a complex matrix whose elements 

are rather complicated funct i ons of the so-called reduced frequency parameter 

k (k .. b; where b is some reference length, W is frequency and v is velocity.) 

A arises from the oscillatory aerodynamic forcos on the structure. These are 

the incremental forces due to . the vibration of the structureo 

A moments reflection suffices to infer that flutter is a phenomenon in which a 

vibratory [Lotion set up i n the structure at crit ical speed will continue at 

constant amplitude in a]~ the nodes of the structure. This fact may be used 

iWt 
in the differential equations by assuming that q .. qo e in which case 

q '" _w 2 q and our differential system now becomes a homogeneous linear algebraic 

system in the unknown vector q. Thus 

[M - C :2 (1 + ig) - ~ A( k) .. o ( 2) 

A ,u~ual assumption is that g is the same in every mode of the sys tem. Letting 

J:L .. 1.012 (1 + ig) . and reca;Lling from elementary algebra the n. a. s. c. that the 

above system have a non-trivial solution vIe arrive at the fact that, for flutter, 

.. o (3) 

where t I denotes determinant. At long last we have the eigenvalue problem. 

At Boeing we consider the complex eigenvalue problem large if it contains rrore 

than a dozen degrees of freedom. We are currently w:>rking 1I1i th as many as 24 

modes in an antisyrnmetric flutter analysis. As mentioned before, great elasti-

city and the presence of external stores dictate this sizeo 
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It must be noted in the above problem that k is also unknown. HOl'leVer, because 

of the complexity of its involvement, there is virtually no hope of dealing with 

it in anyway but the usual one of assigning it assumed values and solving for 

J:.l 0 The choice of values for k is one based on engineering experience. It 

must be a careful choice, for it bears directly on the amounts of machine time 

used in arriving at desired solutions to proble (IS. In the case of flutter the 

end result is a plot o f velocity against damping. From the definition of k and 

.D- it may be seen tha t if ko be the assigned value of k, then 

g • 
and (4) 

b 
v .. • 

For an assigned value of k there will, of course, be n pairs (v,g), and for 

successive values of k there is the someti li les aggravating problem of associat-

ing the paj.rs, one with another. l,ve have not succeeded in automatizing this 

problem at Boeing, although a common practice is to draw a durve through pOints 

for which the associated frequency is the same or nearly so. Thus in an n 

degre e~of~freedom system there will be n curves which may resemble one of the 

curves on the follovJing plot: 

'. 
'. 

Figure 1 
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The curves of interest are those which cross the v-axis. I will have occasion 

to refer to this f igure later. 

The question then is how to solve the e igenvalue problem just stated. Speci al 

properties of the matri ces have a direct bearing on the methods used. Tuning 

of the vibration of external stores with other modes of the system leads to 

matrices having eigenvalues in close proximity to one another. I t i s not un­

common to encounter systems having five or more modes whose associated fre quen­

cieslie in a range covered by one order of magnitude. Iterative techniques on 

such matrices consume large amounts of machine time, though less time is con­

sumed in solving for the roots of their characteristic polynomials if these can 

be 0 btained o 

A further property of flutter stability deternunants having di r e ct beari ng on 

programming i s tha t the minimum and maximum moduli of the elements of a matrix 

may differ by 106• Since Boeing has always operated its computer facility on 

the "open s hop" principle and since members of the Dynalfucs Staff are not so 

ITnlch interested in computer programming as in the results which can be obtained, 

an early decision was made to use floating arithmetic i n all matrix oper a t ions 0 

This simplifies pro gramming but consumes time in machine s lacking floating 

arithmetic hardware. We paid the price willinglyo , 

The techniques which we have used to s olve the ei.genvalue problem fall into all 

of the three categories: 

1. Iteration on the matrices themselves. 

2.' Development and iteration of the characteristic polynomial. 

3. The fraction-series method of Lockheed o 

1ls pointed out previously, the straight pOvler method i s s lowo It has t he 

excel lent advantage, however, that no previous knowledge of the roots of the 
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matrix is needed. 'We use this method currently in connection with the so-cal~ed 

fraction-series method originated qy E. L. Leppert, Jr., and his associates at 

Lockheed(2). In the latter method a rational function is . developed which has 

the same roots as the matrix and n+l poles in the complex plane. That is: 

n+l 

f(D-) .. L.;r n - 0 
j-l - j 

(5) 

where .. 
1T (D-.-ll . ) ih 1. J 

(6) 

In equations (5) and (6) the quantities .(L j are guesses for the roots and 

DeO. j) denotes the determinant of the system evaluated for the guess D. jO The 

accuracy of this method depends upon the accuracy with which the determinants 

can be evaluated. The method is extremely fast and the iterative method of 

solving (5) simpleo The only shortcoming of the rr1€thod is that good guesses for 

the roots of the matrix are needed. 

We combine the pOlver and fraction-series methods in the following way for auto­

matic operation. An initial value ko for k in equation (2) is assumed and the 

equation put in the proper form for application of the power method which is 

then used to find the roots. For matrices of 19th order this r equires from 20 

to 35 minutes of 704 time depending upon the proximity of roots. Note that k 

is inversely proportional to v. Usually for large values of k iteration is not 

troublesome, so that experience diCtates beginning with large k.Having obtained 

the roo ·ts for the initial k value, this value is then decremented by some pre-

ass igned amount. Henceforth the fraction s eries method is · used. Roots from the 

matrix associated with the previous k value are used as guesses along with zero 

(n+l guesses are needed). This procedure may break dOim for the follor.ring 

reason. As k decreases in value by a constant decrement the points on the curves 

of Figure 1 space out rapidly, indicating that guesses for roots from the previous 



k value become less good. Ultimately a point may be reached where the fraction 

series method fails. If this happens we are currently resortine to iteration 

which is costly in time. Consequently we are seeking methods of interpolating 

the coefficients of the fraction series. Generally, ho wever, the method is 

quite satisfactory; yielding roots for 19th order m,at-rices in about 2-1/2 

minutes on the 704 using the SHARE program CL FBCI. It ,mieht be argued that a 

s mall enough decrement on the k value would quarantee success of the procedure 

in any case. In practice the values of ko and ~ k are preassigned and all the 

airforce matrices calculated at once. Having to change Ll k in the midst of 

solving the flutter stability determinants would necessitate either returning 

to the airfarce calculati ons or developing a method for interpolating on the 

fraction-series co effic ients. 

Methods of developing the characteristic polynomial of a matrix are alvlays 

appealing because of their speed, but I fear that they will ahJays suffer to 

some degree from a fault which may be exemplified, by Krylov's methodO). If 

f(x)=xll + al x?-l + ••• + ~ be the characterist ic polynomial of A, then 

An + a An-I + 
1 ••• + ~ • 0 

and if [qo ~ be an arbi trary column, then 

rAn qo \ + ~ fAn-l % ~ + 0 •• + a 5' '? .. 0 n (,qo l 

and l"e have a linear sys tem for the coeffic ients ai 0 However, f or large n and 

f airly well spaced roots the determinant of the sys t em (7) is nearly sj_ngul~, 

hence presents computing problems. We have used the me thod of Daniel e \"ski (3) 

with only mixed success on one of our computers . I t's a v ery fast lnethod as 

might be guessed from \-Jayland' s excellent article(3) 0 ~Je are now programming 

it for the 'lOLl but suspect it may r equire double prec ision arithmetic for 

matrices of the size in which rIe are interested. 
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Once the polynomial is obtained we use a very satisfactory iterative procedure 

for its roots(4). The iteration is defined qy 

2 f I (S)... n) f(.Q.n) 
n n+l .U n -

2 Lf I (D-ni] 2 - fen. n) /1 (..Q..·n) 

Polynomials up to 25th order have been handled easily by this method. 
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Appendix E 

Distributwns at Mathematics Cormnittee 

1. "Le'His Flle;ht Propulsion Laboratory Experience vrith Large Systems 

of Equations", L. R. Turner, National Advisory Committee for 

Aeronautics, Cleveland, Ohio 

2. "A Direct Matrix Method Applied to a Two-Gr oup-liJultiregion Nuclear 

Reactor", G. J. Moshos, National Advisory Committee for AeronautiCS, 

Cleveland, Ohio 

3. "Status of USE Spectral AnaJjsis Program", H. Sha'\-I', Applied Physics 

Laboratory, Johns H0pltins University 

4. Notes of P. T. Mielke, Boeing Airplane Co., Seattle, Hashington 

(Appendix D). 



Appendix F 

A DESCRIPTION OF BRYAN'S METHOD 

B. D. Rudin 

Re.t'erencea Romberg and Keenan, Characteristic Eguation of a Matrix, University 
0.1' Roohester Computing Center i1iilieographed Notes. 

Let Ak denote the k ~ n order square submatr:J.x or the n-th order square matrix 
A defined as .t'ollowel 

au ~2 ••• ~k 

~. ~l &22 

• 
• 
• • 
~ ....... ,.... ~ 

Let "k denote the k-th row of Ak and part! tion Ak as .t'ollows. 

In .. 81m1lar manner, let the k-th order square matrix ks be partitioned as 
tollowl 

~ · [·~~·1 ) .. 
wars bk 1s the k-th row d ~. Let k ~ j and ~ j ' denote the j-th columna ot 
~ and ka respeotively. 
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We start with the row vector 

b:l • (au. -1), 

and the column vector 

Then 

Also, the (j+l) -st element of b
J 

is given by 

" 

where it is ~eratood that if & subsoript on the right hand side contains a 
zero or a number greater than 2, then the corresponding vector ol!scalu is zero. 
In this ease, 

The gelneral 8 tep is then as follows. 

kBk • ( 0 0 ••• 0 (_l)k-l), 

k~j"'l - CXk~j J j-k, k-l, ••• , 2, 1. 

k 
bk+l, j+l • ~ Bj +1 - bkj J j-o, 1, .'e, k. 
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where Pkj .. 0 11' j ... 0 end ~j+l f$ 0 if j a k. Then 

1 \ 

A 

b~t+l 
i\2 

:= t( "),, • 
• 
e , 

n 
"A 

the oharacterla t1 0 polynomial. Furthermore, 

c ... Ii3 

is a charact,eristic veotor if ~ is a root of th0 charactoristio pol ynondft.l. 
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Appendix G 

REPORT OF MATI-IEMATICS COlvfivlIT'rEE TO POLICY COMBI'ITEE 

1. In v:\.Enf of the efforts in finding eiGenvalues and e i Gcnvecto:Y.'s of 

arbitrary matrices at The Rn.mo-Hooldridge Corporation, the General 

needs of USE members 'fill be 3atisfied by the routines prepared there 

for medium size matrices. 

2. Loclmeed will prepare a routine employing a ne,·, method for the finding 

of the characteristic equation of a matrix and compa re tld.s ,.Ii th 

existing methods. 

3. The cormnittee recoenizes the importance of the forthcoming VJayne 

Conference on matrix computation, to the comImting field and 

especia]~y to the topiC fo·r thi n meetine . It is hOI)ed that a report 

of this meeting can be made to the Mathematics Conrrnittee at the next 

session by members ,·,ho \'Till attend. 

4. Members of the Mathematics Conunittee aroe reque s ted to br ing to the 

next meeting a set of test matrices for t he ,PUrl)OSe of meanul~ing the 

adequacy of existing routines f or finding eigenvalues and eigcnvec·tors 

and also for solving linear systems . 

5. The topic of Ordinary Differential Equations 1:.:; the theme of the llext 

meeting as decided by the Policy Committee at the Dayton meet ing . 

6. The Nathemat:lcs Connnittee 'VTo1..Lld prefer more than t'.l0 half-d.ay sessions 

prior -to turning in its report to the Policy CornrnJ. ttee • 

James A. Hard 
Cha:lrm£lJ.1. 

July 26, 1957 



20 August 1957 

To All USE Memb ers: 

Attach ed is th e list of th e mnemonic codes of the IP 
instructions adopted as standard at the Jast USE Meeting. 

IVUI/lmj 

Very truly yours, 

~rV /~ /)J , /r.~~,: " ... (" 
tv. E. McVicar 
Executive Sccre tnry, USE 
Hcmington ' nand Univac 
Division of Sperry J{and Corp. 
Un i vac l'.uk 
St. Paul 16, Minncsol<l 



OCTAL 

00 

01 

02 

03 
04 

05 
06 

07 
10 

11 

12 

13 
14 
15 
20 

21 

22 

23 
24 

25 

77 
76 
16 

17 
26 

27 

66 

67 

NMEMONICS 

LDR 

LFR 

ADD 

SBT 

MPY 

MPA 

PMP 

DIV 

SQR 

SIN 

COS 

EXP 

Loo 
ATN 

S'lU 

B'lU 

FIX 

FLT 

STR 

BTR 

NOP 

LBB 

eIP 

NIP 

LDP 

LDN 

LDM 

ADM 

BASIC OPERATIONS 

FUNCTION 

Load Result Storage 

Load F and R 

Add 

Subtract 

Multiply 

Multiply Add 

Polynomial Multiply 

Divide 

Sq,uare Root 

Sine 

Cosine 

Exponential 

Logarithm 

Arctangent 

store Unrounded 

Block Transfer Unrounded 

Floating to Fixed 

Fixed to Floating 

Store Rounded 

Block Transfer Rounded 

No Operation 

Locate B-Boxes 

Conjugate Inner Product 

Non-conjugate Inner Product 

LOE\.d Positive 

Load Negative 

Load Magnitude 

Add Magnitude 



MATRIX OPERATIONS 

OCTAL MNEt>:ONICS FUNCTION 

30 MADD Add 

31 MSBT Subtract 

32 MMPY Multiply 

33 MTRM Transmit 

34 MTRP Transpose 

35 MINV Inverse 

36 MSMP Scalar Multiply 

37 MDAD . Diagonal ADD 

40 MSPR Spur 

41 MDET Determinant 

42 MROW Row Select 

43 MCOL Column Select 

44 MPAR Partition 

45 MRPL Replace 

47 MSET Bank Set 



., . , ... 

DOUBLE PRECISION OPERATIONS 

OCTAL MNEMONICS FUNCTION 

50 DLDR Load Result Storage 

51 DLFR Load F and R 

52 DADD Add 

53 DSBT Subtract 

54 DMPY Multiply 

55 DMPA Multiply Add 

56 DPMP Polynomial Multiply 

57 DDIV Divide 

60 DSQR Square Root 

61 DSIN Sine 

62 DCOS Cosine 

63 DEXP Exponential 

64 DLOG Logaritlun 

65 DATN' Arctangent 

70 DSTU Store Result Unrounded 

71 DBTU Block Transfer Unrounded 

72 DFIX Floating to Fixed 

73 DFLT Fixed to Floating 

74 DSTR Store Result Round.ed 

75 DB'l'R ~ock Transfer Rounded 
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USE ORGANIZATION MEETING 

July 25 and 26, 1957 

Seattle, Washington 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The Program Development Committee met Thursday afternoon, July 24 and Friday 
morning, July 25. Appendix A contains a list of the persons attending one 
or more of the meetings. 

Agenda 

The Policy Committee recommended the following items for the agenda of the 
Program Development Committee: 

1. Status of print edit routine 
2. Status of USE Compiler 
3. Other coding assignments 
4. Cataloging system for USE programs 
5. Report of the sub-commi~tee on mnemonic interpretive codes and 

their octal equivalents 
6. Report on status of Unicode 
7. Recommendations on the contents of subroutine writeups 
8. Report on other coding assignments 
9. Discussion of tape anomalies by Holloman and others 

10. Discussion of tape bad spot program 
11. Further discussion of the result of the Los Angeles meeting on 

information exchange 

The following items were added to the agenda in the committee meeting: 

1. Specifications for a common alarm exit program (WF) 
2. Headings in USE Compiler (WF) 

Status of USE Compiler 

Robert Perkins (RW) reported on the progress on the USE Compiler. The modified 
version of the USE Compiler has been completed and Perkins brought with him 
three sets of binary decks for each of the following programs: 1) The USE Com­
piler itself, 2) a program for making a tape subroutine library, 3) a binary 
load program. He also distributed some written explanatory material. The first 
was a writeup of approximately 16 pages on how to use the USE Compiler from the 
operational standpoint. This writeup also contained instructions on how to use 
the tape library program and the binary loader. Also submitted was a writeup 
describing the various warning codes which are issued by the USE Compiler. In 
addition, a sample program, or rather a sheet containing several lines of coding, 
along with the resulting output side-by-side listing produced by the USE Com­
piler of these lines of coding was presented. The Corps of Engineers and the 
Bureau of Census each obtained a set of the binary decks. The complete package 
will be mailed to each of the other installations within one week of this meeting. 
The package will include the decks and all the writeups here described. 
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The version of the Compiler distributed at this meeting has been changed in 
several respects from the original version which has been in use at both the 
Corps of Engineers and at Ramo-Wooldridge since approximately January, 1957. 
The major changes are a modification in the format of the output listing, a 
new and improved form of the binary magnetic tape produced by the Compiler, 
and a modification in the re-compiling process to take advantage of the semi­
columnar format of the output listing. This latter change has increased the 
speed of the Compiler so that it compiles more than 3~ instructions per second 
during re-compiling from magnetic tape. This figure is based on only a small 
sample--however, it is believed the sample is representative. 

Perkins said this version of the USE Compiler represents a plateau and that 
further improvements are to be made in the next version. In particular, this 
next version will include the ability to translate mnemonic operation codes 
which are to be treated as instructions to be interpreted. Some further changes 
are expected in the handling of subroutines and efforts will be continued to 
make the compiler faster . 

There followed a discussion of certain details of the Compiler both from the 
standpoint of the operation of the Compiler and from the standpoint of the 
programmer writing codes in USE Compiler language. Certain members again 
stressed a need for a modified compiler manual, particularly one with a better 
writeup of how subroutines are used. The writeup should include examples of 
various lines of coding whever appropriate. It was felt that the sample code 
and the resulting side-by-side listing distributed at this meeting would be of 
considerable help when used in conjunction with the USE Compiler Programming 
Manual issued in October of 1956. A writeup on the form of standard USE sub­
routines and the format of the contents of the writeup will be distributed, 
but not as part of the USE Compiler Programming Manual. 

Report on Print Edit Routine 

F. W. Bauer (WF) reported that the Wright Field Generalized Output Editing 
Routine has been completed. He passed out a sample of some output produced by 
the Edit Routine along with certain number conversion programs which Wright 
Field has completed. The program was checked out using the APL 1103A on time 
donated to the USE Organization by Remington-Rand. Bauer submitted, for trans­
mission to the Executive Secretary, Ozalid masters of five standard USE Sub­
routines as follows : 

WFOOOl - The Print Edit Subroutine 
WF0002 - Octal Number Conversion 
WF0003 - Stated Point Binary to Decimal Conversion 
WFooo4 - Floating Point Binary to Decimal Conversion 
WF0005 - Alphanumeric Subroutine 

The last mentioned subroutine does nothing more than copy words unchanged onto 
magnetic tape--it is used for column headings and tape titles, etc. 

Some interest was expressed in making available at least three more number con­
version routines to work in conjunction with the Wright Field Edit Routine, 
namely Stated Point Numbers Output in Floating Point Form, Floating Point Numbers 
Output in Stated Point Form, and Double ;':'recision Floating Point Output. After 
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an informal survey of available manpower at each of the represented in­
stallations, it was determined that the demand for, and the interest in, 
these additional routines was not sufficient to warrant the expenditure of 
any manpower at this time. Some installations indicated that they might 
have programmers available within a few months to take on additional coding 
assignments of this type. 

Tantzen (HO) briefly described a card output routine which has been developed 
at Holloman for their use in the absence of a High Speed Printer. From the 
specifi~ations it appeared that such a routine might indeed be of interest to 
other organizations and Holloman will submit their writeup of this program as 
a USEful Note. 

Tape Anomalies 

Tantzen (HO) described the following anomalous behavior which had been dis­
covered on the Holloman l103A. An EF instruct10n to move n blocks forward 1s 
executed, then an EF to read 1 block backwards is executed, then the computer 
hangs up on the first external read instruction. The Holloman engineers have 
been unable to discover the reason for this improper behavior on the part of 
the tape units. Tantzen said that the converse of this sequence, namely moving 
backwards first and then reading one block forward has worked correctly. No one 
was able to offer an explanation. 

Laure (CE) described a difficulty in the Corps of Engineers machine when using 
the variable block reading and recording. The difficulty arises in trying to 
find the end of record signal when reading backwards into the leader section of 
the magnetic tape. In all cases the end of record signal did not appear in lOA. 
However, when the tape was read backwards the proper number of blocks into the 
leader position, there was no sprocket error or other incorrect behavior. 

Combelic (RW) described a difficulty experienced with the Lockheed and the Ramo­
Wooldridge tape units. This behavior arose because extraneous bits were put 
into lOA upon turning off the Ferranti light. The symptoms were that a free 
running read was executed and after reading the first block, lOA was examined, 
found to be non-zero which indicated a parity error. Consequently, the tape was 
reversed and the EF code to back one block was executed. However, because there 
had not been an actual parity error which would have cleared the tape control 
register, a logical sum of the two EF codes went into the tape control register 
and this EF code was equivalent to writing forward in the free run mode. The 
resul~ of this behavior was to write zeros on the magnetic tape until it was 
manually stopped . 

Program for Detecting Bad Spots on Magnetic Tapes 

Some interesting information about bad spots on magnetic tapes was forthcoming 
during the discussion of this problem. The Univac people reported that in 
virtually all cases when there actually was a bad area on the magnetic tape , it 
could be found by visual inspection of the tape. This has been unlike the ex­
perience at some of the more recent 1103A installations where bad tapes have been 
blamed for some of the tape troubles and visual inspection has revealed no flaws 
in the tape whatsoever . In any case , it appears that a simple straightforward tape 
testing program whose primary job is to locate bad spot areas and allow them to be 
marked with a punch should certainly be in the repertoire of Remington Rand main­
tenance routines . The Program Development Committee will recommend to the Policy 
Committee that Bob Schmidt:s Programming Group at St. Paul be requested to make 
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this program one of the first that they produce in their battery of new 
machine diagnostic and maintenance programs. Some additional information 
on the bad spots problem and its solution was also forthcoming. It appears 
that bad spots can be punched in the proper locations while the magnetic 
tape is actually mounted on the Uniservo. One installation described some 
instances of splicing tapes mounted on a Uniservo. Some of the Univac people 
said that when the engineers had said the tape trouble was due to a bad tape 
and when visual inspection of that tape revealed no flaws, they had found, 
invariably, the difficulty was not due to bad magnetic tape, but rather to 
the Uniservo itself. The members of the committee were quite interested in 
these revelations and agreed they would pass this information along to their 
engi,neers at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Report of Sub-Committee on Mnemonic Interpretive Operation Codes 

At the previous Program Development Committee meeting a sub-committee composed 
of Ramo-Wooldridee and Lockheed Missiles was appointed to study and make a re­
commendation for a series of mnemonic OP codes to be used and translated by 
the USE Compiler for instructions which were to be interpreted. Tom Dewey (ML) 
and Robert Perkins (RW) were the members of this sub-committee who were present 
at this Program Development Committee meeting. Copies of the suggested opera­
tion code in both octal and symbolic and the name of the operation from which 
the mnemonics were deriv~d were submitted to the members of the committee present. 
Appendix B is a copy of this Report. It was pointed out by the Chairman of the 
Committee that it was not the purpose of the sub-committee to recommend a standard 
set of interpretive routines to be adopted by the USE Organization. Rather, the 
sub-committee recommends that the USE Compiler be modified so that it translate 
a line of coding with one of the unique three or four letter operation codes into 
a computer word whose left-most two octal digits are 14 and the next two octal · 
digits are those indicated for tha.t mnemonic operation in the OP code table. It 
was brought out that the USE Compiler cannot at the present time handle these OP 
codes except by use of the EQUALS operation equating the mnemonic operation code 
(as a tag) to an octa.l address whose .left·-most two digits are the octal equivalent 
indicated in the table. The USE Compiler will be modified to accept these mnemonic 
operation codes , The proposal was not further discussed, the understanding being 
that the member.s intereFted would take time to study the recommendation of the 
appointed sub-~ommittee and consider further action on the report at the next 
session on the fol.lowing morning. 

Report on Un i ':!ode 

Phil Desilets (RR) gave a report on the status of Unicode. Unicode is an alge­
braic coding system being developed by Remington-Rand in St. Paul for the 1103A 
computer . DeSilets reported that the overall planning is 75% complete; the 
flow charting is 45% complete; the coding is 25% checked out. The code checking 
has been done so far by using the Serial 9 1103 at st. Paul with the tape commands 
being handled by a set of tape simulator routines. In the very near future} an 
1103A will be regularly available for use at st. Paul and the code checking will 
be transferred to and thereafter continued on that machine. It was brought out 
by Desilets that the vocabulary used in Unicode is almost identical to that used 
by the AT3 aleebraic coding system developed for the Univac 1 and 2 computers 
used by Remington-Rand in Philadelphia. There will not be two-way compatibility 
between AT3 and Unicode and their respective machines, however. A code which is 
to be run on the 1103A and which has been written in the AT3 language (primarily 
for the Univac) must be re-copied by a one-pass pre-edit program before it can be 
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translated by the Unicade campiler far running an the 1103A. A similar pracess 
will madify a Unicade so. that it can be translated to. run an the Univac. This 
ane-pass pre-edit rautine reads fram ane magnetic tape and capies a slightly 
madified versian ant a a secand magnetic tape. The inability to. achieve camplete 
twa-way campatibility between these twa algebraic cading systems is due to. 
fundamental differences in same af the input-autput equipment} particularly 
the supervisary cantral typewriter available an the Univac and in use by the 
AT3 algebraic cading system. One af the cammittee members present reparted 
that he knew af ane installatian which had made a careful camparisan af Fartran 
and Unicade and had reached the fallawing canclusian: Unicade is samewhat mare 
restricting in its rules and has samewhat less flexibility than Fartran. Haw­
ever} after its careful abjective camparisan, this arganizatian believes that 
an the whale Unicode is better and if they were affered a free chaice between 
the twa they wauld chaase Unicode. This is an interesting observation and re­
presents, to. the Chairman's knawledge anyway, the first time that a careful study 
af this type has been made between Fartran and Unicade. 

Desilets (RR) said that a set af up-ta-date preliminary specificatian on Unicode 
will be distributed to. the members af USE thraugh the narmal channels nat later 
than Octaber 1, 1957. It was generally agreed that all members af USE wauld 
laak farward with great interest to. the apportunity to. study the Unicade speci­
ficatians. 

Catalag af USE Pragrams 

At the previaus Pragram Develapment Cammittee meeting twa methods af catalaging, 
namely the catagarical scheme and the lexicographical scheme, had been discussed 
at cansiderable length. The sub-cammittee reparted at the previaus meeting an 
their deliberations and recammended that the lexicagraphical scheme af catalaging 
be accepted . The Palicy Cammittee did nat accept this methad af catalag~ng; canse­
quently, the subject was still apen at this meeting. After same discussian the 
fallawing recammendation was made : 

Re commendati an: All USE pragrams shall be assigned a 6-character identi­
ficatian tag, the first twa characters af which shall be 
the letter pair assigned to. the ariginating installation. 
The ariginating installatian shall assign the last faur 
characters af the tag in any way desired. This 6-char­
acter tag shall then serve as identificatian af the sub­
routine within the USE Organizatian. The Executive Secre­
tary af USE shall prepare a catalag af USE subrautines. 
The catalaging shall be dane in accardance with the scheme 
autlined in Appendix C af this report. The Executive 
Secretary shall circulate an updated catalag to. all 
members af the USE Organizatian at intervals determined 
by the Executive Secretary. 

This recammendatian was accepted by the Palicy Cammittee . 

Cantents af Subroutine WriteuEs ~ 

The farmat and cantents af subrautine writeups have been in the past dane an 
the basis of a rep art submitted by the Standards Cammittee after ane af the 
meetings early in 1956 . This repart did nat make clear in all cases just exactly 
what the cantent.s of each sectian af the writeup shauld cantain. It has been 
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called to the attention of the Program Development Committee that this defi­
ciency exists. After considerable discussion about some of the details it was 
decided that the magnitude of the task was too great to be handled in full 
committee in the time allotted . Consequently, a sub-committee on subroutine 
writeups was appointed. The Chairman of the committee is Bernard Urban of the 
Operations Research Office (OR). Urban indicated that he would meet with other 
members of USE in the Washington area and submit to the Chairman of the Pro­
gram Develpment Committee a report~lilrtng their recommendations within 60 days 
of this USE meeting , The other USE members in the Washington area are Applied 
Physics Lab, Corps of Engineers, and Bureau of Census. 

Card output of USE Compiler Listings 

Tantzen (HO) is working on a USE subroutine for producing card output trom the 
USE Compiler symbolic output tape. The specifications for the subroutine are 
as follows. 

1. The subroutine shall be in standard USE form. 
2. The subroutine will read a USE Compiler side-by-side symbolic output 

tape and produce one or two cards which can be listed. The first card 
will be a straight translation of the first 80 characters from the 
output blockette. This will include the octal translation of the line 
of coding as well as the entire symbolic form of the line of coding 
except for comments. A second card, if desired, will contain the 
"Comments" in the right-most 40 columns. 

3. The subroutine will have two parameters which may be contained in a 
single word. One parameter will specify the tape unit-on which the 
listing tape is mountedj th~ other parameter will specify whether the 
first card only or both cards (as described above) are to be punched. 

4. The writeup shall indicate what changes must be made within the sub­
routine to modify the card punch code table so that output listings 
will conform to the particular equipment used for listing cards. 

Tantzen will have this routine finished before the time of the next USE meeting 
and will submit it through the regular channels. 

Floating Point in the USE Compiler 

It was brought out at the previous Program Development Committee meeting that 
subroutines are being written to be run on the machines which have built-in 
floating point , These routines are of sufficient value to other organizations 
to warrant special modifications in the USE Compiler to make it easily possible 
to assemble these programs so that they will in effect run correctly on wAchines 
which do not have built-in floating point . This would necessitate a mod~iied 
version of the USE Compiler which would work somewhat along the following lines. 

The USE Compiler, upon encountering an operation code which corresponded to one 
of the nine built-in floating instructions could take the following action, The 
floating point instruction itself would be replaced by three instructions the 
first of which might be a TU instruction and the second a TV and the third a 
return jump to the appropriate standard USE subroutine. The floating point in­
struction itself could be incorporated into the compiled region as a cell in the 
working storage area--if this were done the TU and TV would reference that in­
struction. In this way the appropriate parameters- would be transferred into the 
USE subroutine, control transferred to it and the USE subroutine would be the 

I 
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proper one to exactly simulate the floating point instruction in question. 
Evidently this would require in effect nine standard USE subroutines to 
cover all the floating point instruGtions. This feature is not difficult 
to attain but is does necessitate having the different version of the USE 
Compiler , Perkins (RW) was unable to predict when such a version of the 
USE Compiler would be available, but he did agree that work would begin 
on it very soon, 

Tantzen (HO) reported briefly on some work done at Holloman along these 
lines and submitted a one-page writeup briefly describing the scheme, This 
writeup is incorporated as Appendix D of this report. 

Headings in the USE Compiler 

There is a need to have the USE Compiler handle alphanumeric combinations 
without translating them at all, There are some difficult problems con­
nected with this and any solution allowing characters of this type to be 
written as an integral part of the USE Compiler code would of necessity be 
awkward in some cases. Perkins d.escribed one possible solution as follows: 
A new operation code would be added to those . understood by the USE Compiler. 
This operation code would introduce so-called headings. The remainder of 
that instruction would constitute six characters of a heading word. Those 
characters which either do not show in the print or which do have special 
significance to the compiler (examples are space, end of line symbol) would 
be handled by a character pair, the first of which would be a character only 
rarely needed in head.ings and a character which has no signifioanoe to the 
compiler . The rule would. be then that such a character pair would be treated 
as a single alphanumeric charaoter and each unique pair would have a uni~ue 
six bit translation. 

Another suggestion was that headings be handled exclusively by USE subroutines 
perhaps by reading the headings in by cards or another magnetio tape. This 
problem will be investigated more fully by Ramo-Wooldridge and reported on in 
the next Program Development Committee Meeting. 

Standardized Alarm Exit 

This question was brought us by Bauer (WF) and after discussion a. scheme pro­
posed by him was adopted by the committee to be a recommendation to the Policy 
Committee , The recommendation is as follows : 

Recommendation : The name of t.he subroutine shall be the 6-character 
name assigned by the originating installation, the 
first two characters of which are the letter pair 
assigned to that installation. The instruction in 
the alarm exit shall be a return jump to an alarm 
routi.ne as determined by each installation , Upon 
detection of an alarm condition within the sub­
r outine the flexowriter coded name of the subroutine 
shall be placed i.n Q immediately before jumping to 
the alarm exit of the subroutine , 

This recommendation was a~cepted by the Policy Committee , 
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Los Angeles Information Exchange Meeting 

Time did not permit the Program Development Committee to discuss this subject. 
However, it was discussed to a certain extent in the General Session. 

The Program Development Committee will meet again at the next regular USE 
Meeting to be held in Dallas, Texas, on the last three days of the week in 
November preceding the week of Thanksgiving. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 
Program Development Committee 
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Program Development Committee Attendance 

D. Armstrong BC 

F, Bauer WF 

D. Beaver RR 

C, Bitterli AP 

R, Carriker BA 

G. Clark OR 

D. Combelic RW 

H. Dahlbeck RR 

P. Desilets RR 

T, Dewey ML 

H. Fitzgibbon RR 

D. Heiser Be 

L. Kennedy RR 

L. Laure CE 

M. Lieberknecht BA 

B. Mittman RR 

R. Perkins RW 

R. Petonke CE 

G. 'Pyle White Sands P. G. 

R. Rich AP 

R. Schmidt RR 

R. Spence Stanford Research Inst. 

J . Steele Arnold Engineering Development Center 

A. Stone AP 

R. Tantzen HO ",,' 

B , Urban OR . 
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APPENDIX B 

BASIC OPERATIONS 

OCTAL NMEMONICS FUNCTION --
00 LDR Load Result Storage 

01 LFR Load F and R 

02 ADD Add 

03 SBT Subtract 

04 MFY Multiply 

05 MFA Multiply Add 

06 PMP Polynomial Multiply 

07 DIV Divide 

10 SQR Square Root 

11 SIN Sine 

12 COS Cos1ne 

13 EX? Exponent1al 

14 LOG Logarithm 

15 ATN Arctangent 

20 sm Store Unrounded 

21 Bm Block Transfer Unrounded 

22 FIX Floating to Stated 

23 FLT Stated to Float1ns 

I'. L~ STR Store Rounded 

25 BTR Block Transfer Rounded 

77 NOP No Operation 

76 LBB Locate B-Boxee 

16 eIP Conjugate Inner Product 

17 NIP Non-conjugate Inner Product 

26 LDP Load Positive 

27 LDN Load Negative 

66 LD~ Load Magnitude 

67 AD!v1 Add Magn1 tude 

( 
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MATRIX OPERATIONS 

OCTAL MNEMONICS FUNCTION --
30 MADD Add 

31 MSBT Subtract 

32 MMPY Multiply 

33 MTRM Transmit 

34 MTRP Transpose 

35 MINV Inverse 

36 MSMP Scalar Multiply 

37 MDAD Diagonal ADD 

40 MSPR Spur 

41 MDET Determinant 

42 MROW Row Select 

43 MCOL Column Select 

44 MPAR Partition 

45 MRPL Replace 

47 MSET Bank Set 

,,;«, 



OCTAL 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 
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DOUBLE PRECISION OPERATIONS 

MNEMONICS FUNCTION 

DLDR Load Result Storage 

DLFR Load F and R 

DADD Add 

DSBT Subtract 

DMPY Multiply 

DMPA Multiply Add 

DPMP Polynomial Multiply 

DDIV Divide 

DSQR Square Root 

DSIN Sine 

DCOS Cosine 

DEXP Exponential 

DLOG Logarithm 

DATN Arctangent 

DSTU Store Result Unrounded 

DBTU Block Transfer Unrounded 

DFIX Floating to Stated 

DFLT Stated to Floating 

DSTR Store Result Rounded 

DBTR Block Transfer Rounded 
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H. Operations Research and Linear Programming 

1. Input 

1. Binary 
2. Octal 
3. Decimal 
4. Composite 

J. Output 

1. Binary 
2. Octal 
3. Decimal 
5· Analog 
9· Ccmposite 

K. Executive Routine 

1. Assembly 
2. Compiling 

L. Information Processing 

1. Sorting 
2. Conversion 
3. Collating and Merging 

. M. Debugging Routines 

1. Tracing 
2. Dump 
3. Search 
4. Breakpoint Print 

N. Simulation Programs 

1. Peripheral Equipment Simulators 

o. Diagnostic Programs 

P. Service Programs 

1. Clear, Reset Programs 
2. Check Sum Programs 
3. Restore, Rewind, Tape Mark, Load Button Programs 

Z . All . others 



APPENDIX C 

SUGGESTED CATALOG CLASSIFICATION 

FOR USE ROUTINES 

A. Programmed Aritlunetic 

1. Real 
2. Complex 
3. Decimal 

B. Elementary Functions 

1. Trigonometric 
2. ~erbolic 
3. Exponential and Logarithmic 
4. Roots and Powers 

C. Polynomials and Special Functions 

1. Evaluation of Polynomials 
2. Roots of Polynomials 
3. Evaluation of Special Functions 

D. Operations on Functions and Solutions of Differential Equations 

1. Numerical Integration 
2. Numerical Solutions of Ordinary Differential Equations 
3. Numerical Solutions of Partial Differential Equations 
4. Numerical Differentiation 

E. Interpolation and Approximations 

1, Table Look-up and Interpolation 
2. Curve Fitting 
3, Smoothing 

F. Operations on Matrices, Vectors and Simultaneous Linear Equations 

1. Matrix Operations 
2, Eigenvalues and Eigenvectors 
3, Detenninants 
4, Simultaneous Linear Equations 

G, Statistical Analysis and Probability 

1, Data Reduction 
2. Correlation and Regression Analysis 
3, Sequential Analysis 
4. Analysis of Variance 
5, Random Number Generators 

C-l 



APPENDIX D 

Floating Point Arithmetic fOr Computers 
with and without the Floating Point Hardware 

The "Minimum 1103A" does not comprise the built-in floating point package. 
Programs With floating point arithmetic therefore will use an interpretive 
routine. Installations with the package will usually use the floating com­
mands. Some installations may get their floating point package later and 
do not want their old programs to become obsolete. 

The obvious answer to this problem is to write all programs with the floating 
commands and let the symbolic translator (compiler, Trans-Use) automatically 
supply an interpretive routine which exactly simulates the floating point 
hardware. 

While working on this problem, Holloman came to the conclusion that a rea­
sonable compromise would be a good solution. Considering the facts that 
(1) A large percentage of floating arithmetic will be done in single pre­
cision only, and therefore, (2) Only rounded and packed results are wanted 
most of the time, it was agreed to simulate only the 6 arithmetic commands 
FA, FS, FM, FD, FP, Fl. These commands may also be repeated, just as in the 
built-in package. Restriction to these commands meant saving space and exe­
cution time. 

Assuming that the "Trans-Use" service routine will be used to translate and 
assemble the symbolic program, the procedure to write a program is as follows: 

1. Write the program as if you had a machine with floating point hardivare. 

2. Before the occurrence of the first floating command insert a command: 
TP K 00001, where the constant K is MJ 0 HOFSll. (HOFSll is 
the name of the Holloman floating point interpretive routine.) This 
will activate the routine, i , e , cause it to be assembled and place 
a proper jump in 00001. 

3. Preceding each group of commands containing floating commands insert 
an extra command: IP N RETURN} where N is the number of commands 
in that group and RETURN specifies where to continue after the group 
has been executed, which usually will be the next command in line 
after the group. 

To make such a program work on a machine with floating point} 

a. Remove commands as specified under 2 and 3 and retranslate, 

or 

b. Replace those commands by dummies in the absolute assembled version 
of the program, whichever is easier to do. 

R. G. Tantzen 
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UNIVAC SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE 
Dallas Meeting 20-22 November 1957 

Policy Committee Minutes 

The Policy Committee at the Dallas meeting consisted of: 

Bob Rich (AP) Chairman 
Dirk DeVries (RR) Executive Secretary 
John Spencer (CE) 
Donn Combelic (RW) 
Don Heiser (BC) 
Demetrius Zonars (WF) 
Lucille Graham (WS) 
Marvin Green (HO) 
Tom Dewey (ML) 
George Clark (OR) 
Bob Schmidt (RR) 
Alex Stone (AP) 

Item 1. New Members. 

White Sands (WS) applied for voting membership and, since 
the requirements were met, was accepted. 

Since the last meeting three new non-voting members had been 
accepted: the Bureau-of Internal Revenue, American Bosch Arma, and 
Arnold Engineering Development center. At this meeting the Flight 
Simulation Laboratory at White Sands (distinct fram the White Sands 
voting member) was accepted as a non-voting member. 

Systems Programming, Los Angeles, had applied for non-voting 
membership, and was rejected at this meeting. 

Item 2. Approval of Minutes. 

The Policy Committee Minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

Item 3. Agenda. 

The Agenda for the present meeting, as approved, is enclosed 
as Appendix A of these minutes. 

Item 4. Action on Committee Reports of Last Meeting. 

No action necessary. 

Item 5. Common Language. 

A group of central European mathematicians wrote a letter to 
Professor John W. Carr, III suggesting a European meeting on the subject 
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of cammon machine languages and inviting Carr to take the initiative in 
assembling an American delegation to attend. Carr circulated this letter 
under a covering memo to a number of organizations. He suggested that the 
American delegation consist of six people - himself, Alan J. Perlis, someone 
from MIT, and one person each from the IBM, Remington Rand and Datatron groups. 

Specifically he requested that USE, in consultation with 
Mr. Porter of Boeing, Dr. Bauer of Ramo Wooldridge, and the Remington Rand 
Univac Division (the groups of Dr. Hopper and Dr. Mcuchly) choose one 
representative. 

During the Policy Committee discussion of this communication the 
following feelings developed: 1) that USE was interested in this common 
language effort and wanted to cooperate; 2) that the interests of commercial 
and governmental users of machines should be taken into account in the 
composition of the delegation. 

It was moved by Com.belic and seconded by Spencer that Tom Dewey (NL) 
represent USE in choosing a delegate according to the mechanism described in 
Carrts memo. Motion carried with 9 ayes and one abstention. 

It was moved by Schmidt and seconded by Stone that in this 
negotiation Dewey should propose Rich as the USE nomiriee. Motion carried 
unanimously .. 

The Chairman was directed to reply to Carrts communication, giving 
the sense of the meeting. 

It was moved by Green and seconded by Heiser that working committees 
on the east coast (Rich, ~hairman) and on the west coast (Tantzen, chairman) 
convene before the European meeting to explore USE interests in the common 
language, and that Rich circulate to each organization an agenda for these 
meetings. 

Motion carried unanimously • . 

Item 6. Training Committee. 

In view of the advantages of mutual assistance in the training 
required to use the l103A to best advantage in each installation,- it was 
decided to form a training committee with Dorothy Armstrong (Be) as chairman. 
She was requested to circulate a letter to USE members asking for any training 
materials available and for designation of committee members. 

She may call such meetings as seem desirable to survey the available 
materials and form a clear picture of what is neededl. 

The Training Committee will meet on the first day of the next USE 
meeting (the day before the General Session) to develop a specific proposal. 
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Itam 7. Next Meeting. 

The next USE meeting will be in Washington, D. C., 26-28 
March 1958. The Policy and Training committees will meet on the 26th 
and the General Meeting will occur on the 27th and 28th. 

The following meeting is scheduled for San Francisco, 30 July -
1 August 1958. 

Item 8. Publication of USE material by RR Sales. 

Reference is made to Paragraph 7.5 of the Revised Statement of 
USE Policies, 24 July 1957, which authorizes the Executive Secretary to 
make available to RR Sales, to use as they see fit: membership lists of 
the USE organization, specifications and descriptions of routines which 
are available to members of USE, and such other items as the Policy Committee 
may from time to time direct. 

RR Sales requested a clarification of policy concerning their use 
oi papers presented at USE meetings. 

It was moved by Green and seconded by Heiser that: USE encourages 
RR Sales to request from authors and their organizations permission to 
publish papers presented at USE meetings. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Item 9. Mod. II Uniservos 

Schmidt (RR) discussed the status of the Mod. II Uniservos and 
plans for their incorporation into 1103A systems. 

Item 10. Programming Manual. 

The advisability of a Summary section of the Programming Manual 
was pointed out. The need for plenty of copies at each installation was 
emphasized. 

Item 11. Overflow StoP. 

Dewey (ML) emphasized the desirability of havin~ the machine 
trap on overflow rather than stop as it now does. Schmidt (RR) will get 
a new price for this feature by the next meeting. 

Item 12. Catalog. 

Remington Rand was strongly urged to put out the catalog of USE 
routines without further delay. This catalog should be revised within one 
month of each USE meeting. 

Item 1.3. Binary Clock. 

This item was referred to the Installation Operations Committee 
for drafting of a proposal. 
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Item 14. I'Iinimwn USE l1a.chine. 

This item U2.S deferred to the next meeting. 

I tem IS. ~c~ngton-~.nd ~on-engineering contribution to USE. 

The cowoilcr is being temporarily modified to permit checkout 
on Serial 9. 

The following were suggested as appropriate lines of further 
RR proE;r am:-ci.nf effort as manpower becomes available: 1) lfutrix package, 
2) COITl:ilOn 12.ngu2.ge tr2.nslator, 3) Sort and merge routines, 4) Hachine 
operat ing system, S) Double precision input routines, 6) Test routines. 

Item 16. Covering Le~~~~~. 

Every USE distribution should have a covering letter containing 
a serial number and a description of the matter distributed. 

A page n~~~er is assigned to each page of USE material by RR. 
This page nur.Jb e:r 1-Iil1 be reproduced, in future l on the distributed copies. 

Ite:r:l 17. :·lork in Pro[ ress Report. 

It was moved by Combelic and seconded by D~·~ that the Executive 
Secretary send t o each installation, one I:lonth prior to each USE neeting, 
a form for reporting unclassified work in progress. Combelic will design 
such a form. The cOI:1plet~d forms are to be presented and distributed 
(l~thout prejudice) at the meeting. 

Hotion carried unanimously. 

Item 18. j\ction on Ivrathematics C0mmittee Report. 

The Hathematics Committee .recoII!m.encled that.: 1) additional 
distribution be made of its minutes and accomp:mying papers to provide 

. copies for co~ttee members; 2) the topic for the next meeting be 
Integral Equations; 3) Remington F~d be encouraged to provide USE standard 
programs for linear Programmingl multiple regression, and integration by 
Gaussian quadrature. These recomnendations were approved -by the Policy 
Committee. 

The l1athematics Committee is also requested to investigate double 
precision floating point common function subroutines. . 

Item 19. Action on Program Development Committee Recommendations. 

The committee proposal for a standard subroutine format waB 
approved unanimously. . 
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It was moved by Stone and seconded by Spencer that the proposed 
letter on the 436 microseconds between s uccessive reads and writes be 
sent to RR. Carried with 10 ayes and 1 abstention. 

It was moved by Schmidt and seconded by Green that the Chairman 
sign one copy of this letter for the organi zation rather than that each 
installation sign a copy. Carried with 9 aye s and 1 nay. 

The question of whether this change in procedure will be 
permanent was def erred to the next meeting. 

It was moved by Combelic and seconded by Stone that the Chai rman 
sign for the organization the proposed letter on the 35 millisecond delay. 
Carried with 8 ayes, 1 nay, 2 abstentions. 

Item 20. Action on Installation Operations. 

Committee Report 

Policy Committee action on Items 1 and 5 concerning logging 
procedures and time reporting to USE was deferred to the next meeting. 

The recommendations of the committee on item 2 (list of peripheral 
equipment by organizat ion}, item 3 (RR report at next meeting on possible 
remedy for Ferranti fault indication during normal operation), item 7 
(use 4i~terlace for new maintenance routines), item 8 (RR investigate 
switch to bypass typewriter), and item 9 (RR investigate program clock) 
Were approved by the Policy Committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 
.r. /'>./' / ) 

, ,, iF',, · I y 
/J" !//pJ~vlv 

R. P. Rich 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX A 

UNIVAC SCIENTIFIC EXCHANGE 

Agenda for Dallas Meeting 
21-22 November 

Policy Committee 

l. New members 
2. Approval of minutes 
3. Set Agenda 
4. Action on Committee reports of last meeting 
5. Common language 
6. Training committee 
7. Time and place of next meeting 
8. Publication of USE material by RR 
9. Mod 2 Uniservos 

10. Programming manual 
ll. Overflow stop 
12. Catalog 
13. Binary clock 
14. Minimum USE machine 
15. RR non-engineering contribution 
16. Covering letters 

General Session 

1. Announcements 
2. Reports of Committee Chairmen 
3. Report on peripheral equipnent 

a) New card reader 
b) Card to tape converter 
c} Uniservo II 
d) Buffers 
e) Tape to card 

4. Status of machine modifications 

to 

Sales 

USE 

C. Installation Operations Committee 

1. Machine loggir.g procedures 
2. Attachment of peripheral equipment: 

a) reporti.ng form 
3. Policy on fault circuitry 
4. Variable block 
5. Time reporting to USE 
6. Dead space storage 
7. Status of new maintenance routines 
8. Switch to bypass typewriter 
9. Binary clock 
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D. Program Development Committee 

1. Common language 
2. Status of coding assignments 
3. Double precision arithmetic 
4. Report of subcommittee on subroutine writeup 
5. Headings in the USE Compiler 

* 6. New magnetic tape times 
7. Decimal card in-out routines in compiler form 
8. Compilation of FP i nstructions 
9. FP package in compiler form 

10. Compiler service syst~~ 
11. Service library reports 
12. Remote code checking 
13. Unicode on non- floating point machines 

E. Mathematics Committee 

1. Ordinary differential equations 
2., Status of coding assignments 
3. Suggestions for RR assistance 



USE Letter No: PO - 8 
NV - 4 

January 6, 1958 

To: USE Policy Committee, Publications Committee, Installation Heads 
, 

Enclosed here~th are the Minutes of the November 21 - 22, 1957 
USE Program Deve lopment Commi t tee • 

• 

DdV:dh, 

Ene. 

Dirk de Vries 
Executive Secretary, USE 
Remington Rand Univac, 
Uni vac Park, 
St. Paul 16, 
Minnesota. 
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January 4, 1958 

To Members ot USE: 

There is a typographical error on Page 'lYo ot Appendix D to the 
Report ot the Program Development Committee at the De.llas USE 
meeting. The second paragraph describing the "TEMPS" control 
line should be in agreement with the Compiler Programming Manual. 
The paragraph should. read as tollows: 

:Jm 

A "TEMPS" control line is used to indicate to the com­
piler what part ot the subroutine temporary pool in the 
compiled region is to be used by the subroutine. The 
u address field contains an integer which is equal to 
the number ot consecutive cells used by this subroutine 
in the temporary pool. The v address field contains an 
integer which i8 equ8.l. to the number ot cells to be le:tt 
at the beginning ot the temporary pool ahead. ot those 
used by this subroutine. These may be temporaries used 
by subsidiary subroutines. It either address field 1s 
blank, the corresponding quantities are taken to be zerQ. 

Sincerely YOur8, 

~~£v 
Donn Com'bel1c, Chairman 
Program Development CODIIIi ttee 



USE ORG.liliIZATION MEETING 

November 21 and 22, 1957 

Dallas, Texas 

Report of the Program Development Committee 

The Program Development Committee met Thursday morning, November 21, from 10:"30 
to noon and from 1:30 to 5:15 and again on Friday morning, November 22, from 
9:00 til noon. Appendix A contains a list of the persons attending one or more 
of the meetings. 

Agenda 

The Policy Committee recommended the following items for th~ agenda of the Pro­
gram Development Committee: 

1. Common Language 
2. Status of coding assignments 
3. Double precision arithmetic 
4. Report of sub-committee on subroutine writeup 
5. Headings in the USE Compiler 
6. New magnetic tape times 
7. Decimal card input/output routines in compiler form 
8. Compilation of the floating point instructions 
9. Floating point package in compiler form 

10. Compiler service system 
11. Service library reports 
12. Remote code checking 
13. UNICODE on non-floating point machines 

The following items were added to the agenda of the committee: 

1. Work in Progress reports 
2. Non-mathematical routines which can be done by Remington Rand 

The items on the formal agenda were all covered, but in some cases with the subject 
matter somewhat different. Consequently, the main headings of the subjects covered 
in the committee are different from those on the formal agenda. 

USE Compiler and Related Subjects 

Robert Perkins (RW) reported on modifications to the USE Compiler since the last USE 
meeting and other USE Compiler subjects. 

The interpretive operation codes agreed upon by the USE Organization at the previous 
, meeting have now been incorporated into the USE Compiler. The changes necessary to 

include this translation feature will be distributed in the form of a binary correction 
deck which will also include corrections of minor errors which have been found in the 
meantime. 
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Some insta.lla.tions have requested aversion of the compiler which would do the 
following: replace (during compiling) each l103A floating-point instruction 
wi th a calling sequence, and then incorporate automatically one copy of each 
appropriate subroutine which would carry out the floating-point arithmetic USing 
fixed-point instructions only. This requires a major change to the compiler and 
is of importance to only a few installations on a limited basis. Ramo-Wooldridge 
is not able to make this modification because of time and manpower limitations. 
If it is to be made, it will have to be by some other installation. 

Ramo-Wooldridge agreed to modify the USE Compiler so that it could use relocatable 
binary subroutines from a library tape. It is expected that this modification will 
be completed by the time of the next USE meeting and would be made available in 
the form of a new self-contained binary deck of the entire compiler. The sub­
routine library maker associated With this modification will be able to add any 
number of subroutines to the library tape at one time. 

The ~roblem of incorporating excess 3 information directly into the USE Compiler 
was a~in discussed. Ramo-Wooldridge agreed to incorporate a feature allowing 
direct input of excess 3) .nformation in the USE Compiler. It is expected that this 
modification will _~oinpleted by the time of the next USE meeting • 

. -. -. -' 

The USE Compiler subroutine library maker has been modified to do its read. back check 
on all biases rather than on normal bias only. This will solve some serious opera­
tional problems which have arisen at installations using the routine in question. The 
problem of how to restart after a tape parity failure was discussed. ,An option will 
be provided so that the operator can either try the failing block once more or skip 
that block and continue with the compiling. 

Operating Systems and Related Programs 

George Toal(CE) reported on the operating system developed for CE. It is named 
GOO1OS, General~zed Operational Organization For Univac Scientific. Toal passed 
out wri teups of this system to all persons concerned and indicated that additional 
wri teups could be obtained by merely writing to him at the Corps of Engineers. He 
pointed out that this operational system is designed for their particular installation 
where programs once checked out may be run many, many times over a period of several 
months without, change. The emphasis is to provide a system which will yield maximum 
efficiency under this kind of operating. At the present time, code check runs at 
the Corps of Engineers vary from fifteen minutes to an hour dUration and the operating 
is done byprogra.mmers. CE expects to hire operators in the near future. 

Peter Pastoriza (OR) had with him three copies of the writeup of the OR operating 
system. The copies were circulated for inspection and the system described briefly 
by Pastoriza. As soon as formal approval for release of the writeup has been obtained, 
copies will be sent to all USE members. 

Tom Dewey (ML) described the outlines of the DUFF operational system to be installed 
by Lockheed in early 1958. At that time, Lockheed will have a second 1l03A with built­
in floating point as weli as card-to-tape and tape-to-card converters. The DUFF opera­
tional system is built around the availability of these two pieces of equipment. The 
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objective of the system is to obtain almost completely automatic operation of the 
computer over a long period of time and also to provide powerful automatic diag­
nostic facilities. Dewey expects that writeups of the system will be available 
within a few months. 

Donn Combelic (RW) reported on an output conversion system now being used on a 
limited basis at Ramo-Wooldridge. The system incorporates the sali ent features of 
the output conversion scheme used by the 704 Monitor System. Within the program 
producing the output is incorporated a small simple subroutine which dumps infor­
mation on magnetic tape in binary along with certain control words provided by the 

, programmer. At the end of the run 'the tape is rewound and the Output Processor 
program is called in to convert to binary information to lietable output according 
to the control words. The Output Processor system in use at Ramo-Wooldridge is 
described in detail in Appendix B. 

Remote Code Checking 

George Teal (CE), among others, is interested in receiving information from instal­
lations which do code checks and production runs without the presence of the pro­
grammer. Installations having this kind of operation were asked to communicate with 
Toal directly, outlining the features of their operational system including s8.I!lJ?le 
forms, qualifications of computer operators, any reports on the operation of the 
system, etc. 

Double Precision Arithmetic and Floating-Point Packages 

There were inquiries about the availability of double precision arithmetic floating- . 
point packages. Ramo-Wooldridge announced that they now have checked out four inter­
pretive packages as follows: single precision real, double preCision real, single 
precision complex, double precision complex. All of these assume built- in floating-

, point in the computer and are written as standard USE subroutines in compiler language. 
The writeups and coding of these routines will very soon be submitted to the Executive 
Secretary of the USE Organization. The "only built-in floating-point instruction used ' 
is the unpack instruction. Because of thiS, the routines can be easily modified to 
~~ on machines which do not have built-in floating point. 

Double Precision Elementary Functions 

Some organizations are interesting in obtaining subroutines for computing certain 
elementary functions in double precision floating point. There appeared to be little 
available along these lines at the present time among the various organizations. As 
a result, it was recommended to the Policy Committee that the Mathematics Committee 
~~e a survey of the availability of such routines and, in addition, look into the possi­
bility of producing routines which are not already available. The Policy Committee 
has so recommended and it is expected that a report on this will be forthCOming at the 
next USE meeting from the Mathematics Committee. 

Status of Coding Assignments 

The last uncompleted coding assignments were those from RamO-Wooldridge for five of 
the common functions, namely, arctangent stated and floating point, exponential stated 
and floating point, floating point sine and cosine. These routines have been completed 
and the writeups and coding were subw~tted and will be made available through the regu­
lar channels. No other COding assignments had been made. 
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Subroutine Writeups 

At the previous USE meeting a sub-committee consisting of members of OR, AP, BC 
had been appointed vi th Bernard Urban (OR) as chairman to make recommendations to 
the USE Organization on a standard USE program writeup format. This committee 
did come up with a recommendation which was circulated to all USE members several 
weeks before this USE meeting thereby giving each member sufficient opportunity 
to study the recommendation. As a result of considerable discussion on the subject, 
the format proposed by the sub-committee was re-examined and a compromise format 
was agreed upon. It was recommended to the Policy Committee that this compromise 
format be accepted as the standard USE routine writeup form. This recommendation 
was accepted and the standard writeup form is attached as Appendix C of this report. 
This writeup format is to be followed for all routines submitted to the USE Organi­
zation for circulation to the member organizations. Routine writeups which do not 
follow this form or are non-standard in other respects should continue to be sub­
mitted as USEful Notes. One of the purposes of the new writeup format is to allow 
programs other than subroutines to be written up in the same form. The hope was 
expressed that the writeup form would be such as to encourage organizations to submit 
writeups of programs which have not previously been submitted because of the more 
stringent requirements on standard subroutines in the past. 

Compendium of USE Routine Standards 

In addition to its work described above, the sub-committee on subroutine writeups 
compiled all published information about USE subroutine standards. Ramo-Wooldridge 
agreed to sift this information and provide an up-to-date correct writeup. This 
has been done and the report is attached as Appendix D, "Conventions for USE Routines." 

New Magnetic Tape Times 

Previous literature available to 1103A users had given 436 ms as the maximum-allowable 
time between magnetic t ape r eads or writes. At least one installation now has working 
several programs which make full use of this published allowable time. In early 
November, Remington Rand completed the first manuscript copy of a new Programmer's 
Manual for magnetic tapes. In this manual the safe times quoted as available between 
magnetic tape reads and writes was given as 350 microseconds. If this shorter time 
is adopted as standard by Remington Rand and adhered to by their field maintenance 
engineers, the programs previously mentioned would no longer work. The change of 
specifications described here obviously has serious implications for the installation 
in question. However, the issue soon became far larger than inconvenience to one 
installation and was seized upon by several of the committee members as illustrating 
an important matter of principle. It was decided that a letter on this subject be 
composed and sent officially to Remington Rand from the USE Organization. John Spencer 
(CE) and Leonard Fall (WF) were appointed as a sub-committee to compose a suitable 
letter on this subject. As the discussion progressed, representatives of the Bureau 
of Census observed that a somewhat different problem with respect to change in speci­
fications had arisen concerning the additional 35 milliseconds lockout of magnetic 
tape units between blocks when reading or writing in the block-by-block mode. A second 
letter by Don Heiser (BC) and Dorothy Armstrong (Be) was composed on this subject for 
transmission to Remington Rand by the USE Organization. The letters were both ac­
cepted without change by the USE Policy Committee and will be transmitted to Remington 
Rand as communications from the USE Organization. Texts are available in the minutes 
of the USE Policy Committee. 



-5-

Decimal Card Input/Output Routines 

R. G. Williams (OR) described some work which they are doing on decimal card routines. 
They are re-codinS. twoConvair routines, CV-130 and CV-l31, in USE Compiler language 
f or running on the l103A. These routines are both stated-point decimal card routines -­
the first for reading, the second for· punching. They will be distributed through the 
no:rma.l channels after the meeting. Combelic (RW) described a generalized card read-in 
r outine which has now been completed at Ramo-Wooldridge. This is written up in standard 
USE subroutine form and will be made available through the normal channels. TI;l.ntzen (HO) 
described a set of routines developed by Holloman for decimal cards. They are input 
and output routines which will handle floating or stated point numbers, six numbers per 
card with the same format on both input and output. 

Reports on Work In Progress 

It had been suggested in the Policy Committee meeting that the member organizations 
would very probably benefit considerably from knowing the existence and status of 
various projects at other installations. A reporting system was suggested in which 
each installation would be sent a ''Work in Progress Report" form approximately one 
month before each USE meeting. This form would be standard for all installations and 
would provide space for a very brief description of the problem or program under consi­
deration or being worked on and a column in which to indicate the stages in which such 
work is. The representative of each installation would fill out the descriptions and 
the status column, indicating the highest state of progress on this problem. It was 
suggested that the chairman of the Program Development Committee compose a covering 
letter to accompany the first mailing of these forms by the Executive Secretary. Sub­
seq,uent mailings of the form would be on a routine basis and each member installation 
would be expected to fill out the form approximately one month before each USE meeting. 
The cOll'lPleted form would then be returned to the Executive Secretary of USE .. who would 
reproduce and distribute copies to all member organizations before the next USE meeting • 

. The details ot this procedure.. as well as a sample form.. are included as Appendix E 
of this committee report. 

Routines for DevelOpment by Remington Rand. 

Bob Schmidt (RR) announced that from time to time experienced programmers were avail­
able at Remington Rand for new programming projects. In many cases the particular 
problem which these people can solve is not definitely decided. In order to make this 
group of programmers of more value -to the USE Organization .. Schmidt req,uested that 
the USE Organization make available a list of rather major projects which they would 
like to see developed. Selections would then be made from this list by Remington Rand 
whenever programming manpower was available for the project. A list of such routines 
was prepared in ·commi ttee and given below. The programs are arranged in order of de-
creasing importance as determined by the committee. . 

1. Matrix package 
2. Common language translator 
3. Generalized sort and merge . 
4. O,perating system (incorporating best features of existing systems) 
5. Generalized input routine .. including double precision floating-point input 
6. Machine test routines 

Bob Schmidt (RR, st. Paul) presented to the committee a request from Remington Rand 
for aid in their Product Planning Department along the following lines. In order bettel 
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to design new computers, Remington Rand would like to know the charact~ristics of 
present major areas of application at each installation and of applications which 
have been found impractical for one reason or another. They also would like to know 
the characteristics of applications which are presently only being considered or are 
limited but promise to grow. The full written request as formally presented by 
Schmidt is attached as Appendix F. Except for two installations where virtually all 
work is classified, full cooperation "''as promised. It was agreed that Remington Rand 
would take the lead in obtaining the actual information, but that each member would 
prepare for such a request by making a preliminary survey at his installation as soon 
as practicable 

Alarm Routine 

Leonard Fall (WF) reported that they have written up a relatively simple alarm routine 
to wOI·k with their operational. system. Interest was expressed in this by some of the 
committee members and Wright Field will circulate the writeup of their program either 
.as a standard USE routine or as a USEful Note in the near future. 

Report on UNICODE 

Phil Desilets (RR) reported on progress on UNICODE at St. Paul. UNICODE is being done 
for l103A computers with built-in floating point. It is expected that this version 
of UNICODE will be finished by June of 1$158. After . this is done, the programming group 
working on UNICODE intends to produce a modified version for non-floating point machines 
This modified version will use an interpretive floating point system for handling the . 
floating point arithmetic. Considerable interest in this project was expressed by 
several of the committee members and it is hoped that the June 1$158 completion date 
can be realized. 

Uni versal ~gu.age 

::Bob Rich, Chairman of the USE OrganiZation" received during the early part of November 
a communication from Dr. John W. Carr" President of ACM" concerning a projected meeting 
in Central Europe on a universal computer language. The ' Policy Committee took certain 
action on this proposal which involves the USE Organization. During the discussion in 
the Policy Committee it was pointed out that if the European meeting does in fact pro~ 
duce the specifications for a universal computer language, the USE Organization should 
be in a pOSition to move quickly to take advantage of these proposals and to provide, 
as soon as practicable, a working translation program for the l103A computer. In addi­
tion, it was brought -out that any person representing the USE Organization, either 
wholly or in part, might very well benefit from having at his disposal a set of ground 
rules or recommendations prepared by prospective users of such a universal language. 
As a result of these discussions the Policy Committee recommended that two working 
Committees, one for ~e West Coast and one for the East Coast, be set up and begin to 
work in the very near future toward these various objectives. Four broad items were 
suggested for consideration by such a working committee. Briefly stated, they are as 
follows: . 

1. Collection of experience of members either with systems having features which 
might be available in a universal computer language or features recommended 
as desirable by various members of their organizations over the past few years. 

2. Eva.l.uation of present existing algebraic coding or similar systems and the 
time required to code and check out the translation program on any given machine. 
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3. To look into possible implications of a universal language on the internal 
computer operations of the member organizations. 

4. To investigate and attempt to reach decisions on certain systems considera­
tions which would necessarily be involved if a desirable universal language 
is indeed forthcoming from the European meeting. Examples of decisions of 
this type which could be made even before the specifications of the language 
are known are; should the language be translated directly from the input 
form to machine language or should it pass through a secondary language, how 
would input and output be handled and specified within the framework of any 
given operational system, what method of communication of programs could be 
used between various organizations, etc. 

No attempt was made in the Program Development Committee to do much more than mention 
the items indicated above which might be profitably considered by the universal lan­
guage working committees. There seemed to be a fair amount of agreement that such a 
committee could perform some valuable work before the European meeting, which is to be 
held in late February. Further discussion was limited by press of time and the main 
r eason for reporting these occurrences in this report is to remind the member organi­
zations of some of the implications of the availability of a common language and what 
thoughts they might be giving to this matter before the first meetings of the working 
committees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donn Combelic, Chairman 
Program Development Committee 
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APPEIlDIX 13 

~iE RAlJO- HOOLDnIDGE CORPORATIOH 

Los .~geles 45 ) California 

Digital Co~?uting Center 

A SYSID,1 OF OUT?"l.JT ROU'lT3S FOR THE 1103A 

C~neral Description 

Hovember 15, 1951 

Tne system described here provides for data output on magneti c tape for 
l isting on the off-line high-speed printer. 

In a program written in .USE Cor.rpiler languagE: t he programmer calls for 
certain of the output subrouti ne s described below. (Tnese are standard 
USE subroutines and are normally called for by means of a line of coding 
which produces a calling sequence.) These output subroutines record on 
uniservo number three in binary form t he de.ta words along with certain 
control words which specify t he type of numbers and the format in which 
the output is to be edited. Mter one or mor,e runs have been completed 
a systems routine, the Output Processor, is trought in . The Output Pro­
cessor is a combined conversion and editing routine which reads "in the 
binary data tape, converts and edits the data according to the control 
words on the tape, and writes the output in listable form on another tape. 

Output Subroutines 
f 

There are two basic types of output routines: the format control routine, 
RWF1; and the print or dump data routines including Rw"Pl, RWD1, mlD2, and 
RvlD3. The format control routine and at least one of the print or dump 
data routines should be included in each program. The format control routine 
contains the common output hopper which is used by p.ach of the print or dump 
routines as well as by the format routine itself. 

To produce data in a particular format the format routine is entered with the 
number of the desired format as the argument. For example, to specify format 
number 33 write: . 

, , RWF1, L( 33) , $ -
The format number is placed on the magnetic tape as a control .TOrd. 

The data words required by the specified format number a r e then written on 
the tape by appropriate entires to the print or dump data routines. An entry 
to the print routine, RliPl, puts one data word, its argument, on magnetic 
tape. Each entry to one of the dump data routines mIDI, RHD2, or RWD3, puts 
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a number of data words on tape . The number of words dumped is Given 
i mplicitly by the argument "Thich specifies the re gion t o be d-LWl::?ed . I n 
particular, RHDI simply dUJnps the re gion specified by the a r sr..ent , K.'D2 
puts the argument itself as ;"ell as the re gion it specifies on tape , and 
RvID3 du..rnps the specified region and t hen clea rs that re gion to zero. 

The specification of a particular format number predetermines t he pattern 
of the data \wrds t hat are to follo," , but not, in general, the total nu.-:J.be r 
of data "Tords . For example , fo rmat number 33 desi gnates a par ticular t hree 
column floating point format. Therefore , three data Hords a re required to 
produce each line of output. &~y number of groups of three data words Lay 
follow the format control word . It is not nece ssary to repeat the fOrL3t 
control word for each l ine as long as t he format is to reLain the s~~e . The 
processor will, in this case, produce a line of t hree floating decimal numbers 
for each three data words until a new format control word is encountered. 

A section of coding using this particular format might be as follows: 

, , RWFl, L(33), , $ 
, Loop, 

, , RWPl, x , , $ 

, , RHP1, y , , $ 

, , RWP1, z , , $ 

IJ , Index, Loop, $ 

Another way to achieve this re sul t would be: 

, , R\>.'lfl, L( 33), , 

, Loop, , , , $ 

, R~3, Range, , $ 

, IJ , Index, Loop, $ 

, Range, 00 , Hopper , Hopper+2, $ 

Other formats require different patterns of data words. Format number 16, for 
example, is an octal dump format. It requires a first data word containing 
addresses delimiting the dump, followed by the words to be listed. Note that 
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this pattern of data. may be produced by one entry into RHD2. A few formats 
re quire no data. words at a1l. Format number II causes a page eject, and 
would be followed directly by some other format number. 

Format number a has special significance. The line of coding: 

, RWFl, L(O), $ 

will cause the output hopper within the format routine to be dumped on tape 
whether t~e hopper is full or not. This 1ine should appear near the end of 
ea~~ program after a1l output data has been printed or dumped. 

It is relatively easy to add nel .. formats to the repertoire of the OUtput 
Processor as the need arises. Writeups of the output subroutines and a list 
of the formats now available follCl". _ 



1 
2 
3 

OUTPUT PROCESSOR FORMATS 

DUMP OUTPUT· HOPPER 

ONE BLANK LINE 
TWO RLANK LINES 
THREE olANK LINES 

10 PAGE NUMBER 

11 PAGE EJECT 
12 HALF PAGE POSITION 
.13 THIRD PAGE POSITION 
14 QUARTER PAGE POSITION 

16 OCTAL DUMP 

17 , OCTAL OUTPUT 

20 --TWENTY WOR D HtAD ING 
24 FOUR COLU MN HEADING 
26 SIX COLUMN HEADING 

31 FLOATING BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL. ONE COLU MN 
32 FLOATING BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL, TWO COLU MNS 
33 FLOATING BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL. THREE COLUMN S 

· 34 FLOATI NG BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL, FOUR COLUMN S 
35 FLO ATING BINAR Y TO FLOATING DECIMAL, FI~E COLUMN S 

· 36 FLOATING BINARY TO .FLOATING DECIMAL. SIX COLUMNS 
38 FLOATING BI NA RY TO FLOATING DECIMAL. EIGHT COLUMNS 

41 STATED BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL~ ONE COLUMN 
42 ST ATED BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL. TWO COLUMNS 
4 3 ST ATED BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL; THREE COLUMNS 
44 ST AT ~D BI NARY TO STATED DECIMAL, FOUR COLUMNS ~ 

, 45 STATED BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL. FIVE COLUMNS 
46 STATED BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL, SIX COLUMNS 

50 SPECIAL FOR MAT FOR RW-300 SI~ULATION 

56 FLOATIN G BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL WITH 
IDENTIFICATION INTEGER. SIX COLUMNS 

66 FLOATING BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL WITH 
ZERO SUPPRESSION, SIX COLUMNS 

76 FLOATING BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL, SIX COLUMNS 

86 STATED BINARY TO STATED DECIMAL 

96 STATED BINARY TO FLOATING DECIMAL 

10-11-57 

f 
I 

I 

l 



PURPOSE: 

SPECS: 

INPUT: 

OUl'PUr: 

RESTRICTIONS: 

CODED BY: 

STANDARD 1103A USE SUBROUl'INE 

RWFl 

OUI'PUT FORMAT SELECTOR 

For use with the output processor 

SUB 1 RWFl I 

TE1.fPS I o J o 

INOur J 1 , o 

RtlF1. 
Preliminary Writeup 
08-01-57 

(1) Any positive integer designating an available 

format 

Writes on Uniservo No. 3 when 120 word hopper is 

f'ull or when entered, with an argument or z~ • . 
I ~ 

~tput tape is in form required by output processor. 

This routine must not be destroyed noI' restored 

between successive entries. 

D. Wenger (RW) JUne, 1957 



PURPOSE: 

SPECS: 

INPur: 

SUBSIDIARY , 
ROTJrINES: 

CODED BY: 

STANDARD llO 3A USE SUBROurINE 

RWPI 

PRIm' ONE WORD 

For use with the output processor 

SUB I RWPI I 9 

TEMPS I e , e 

INOur I 1 ., o 

(1) Any machine word 

Preliminary Writeup 
08-01-51 

No direct output. May cause RWFl. to write on 

Uniservo No.3. Net effect is to write 8J:gument 

--tor processing. 

This routine uses the format sel;ector routine mlF.l. 

D. Wenger (HI) June, ~957 



PURPOSE: 

SPEx:::S: 

I:NPt!l: 

0t1I'P'(]l.' : 

. RESTRICTIOr.s: 

SUBSIDIARY 
ROtr-rnu:s : 

CODED BY: 

STANDARD 1103A USE SUBRO'l1l.'INE 

RWD1 

DUMP SPECIFIED RANGE 

For use with the output processor 

SUB RWD1 , 
TEMPS, , 3 I 

'I 
o 

I NOt1l' , 1 , o 

(1) A word of the form: 

00 uuuuu vvvvv 

,/ 1 " C J 

Preliminary Wrl teup 
08-01-51 

where uuuuu and vvvvv are the addresses of the 

first and last data words to be d.uzJ:ped . 

~ 
May write on Uniservo No . 3 either directly or 

'via RWPl. Net effect is to write all vords frc:n 

uuuuu through vyvvv for processing. 

Addresses uuuuu and VV'VVV must be either both in 

cores or both on drum. 

This routine uses routine RIFl. 

D. Wenger (RW) June, 1957 



PURPOSE: 

SPECS ; 

INPUT; 

OUI'PUT: 

RESTRICTIONS; 

SUBSIDIARY 
ROUTINES: 

CODED BY: 

STANDARD 1103A USE SUBROurINE 

RWD2 

DUMP SPECIFIED RANGE WITH ADDRESSES 

For use with the output processor 

SUB R..m2 , 13 

TEMPS , 0 1 0 
i 

I NOur 1 I 0 1 , 

A word of the form; 

00 uuuuu vvvvv 

Preliminary Writeup 
08-01-57 

where uuuuu and vvvvv are the addresses of the 

first and last data wor ds to be dunped. 

May write on Uniservo No , 3 either directly or via 

RWFl. Net effect is to write the argument and al.l 

words from uuuuu through vvvvv for processing. 

Addresses uuuuu and vvvvvmust be either both in 

cores or both on drum. 

This routine uses routines RVlF1, RVlP1, and IMDJ. . 

D. Wenger (RW) June , 1957 

_I 



PURPOSE: 

SPECS: 

I NPUT: 

OUl'PUl': 

RESTRICTIO :8: 

SUESIDIAJri 
R -1'IlZ3: 

CODED BY: 

.----~-- ---- --

ST.tJ:DARD l103A USE e "3.. urIi~ 

DtT.,fP SP~IFIED RArGE AND crn 

For use w~th the output 
I 

processor 

SUB , mnJ3 , 2 e 

TE:·~S , 0 , I 0 

I rOUT 1 0 , , 

(1) A word of the form: 

00 uuuuu vvvvv 

where uuuuu and vvvvv are the addresses of the 

first and last data words to dumped . 

_I 
May write on Uniservo No. 3 either directly or via 

RWFl. Net effect is to write all wor ds fre:a. uuuuu 

through vvvvv fer processi ng and to clear cells 

uuuuu through vv\'VV. 

Addresses uuuuu and vvvvv ' must be either both in 

cores or both on ~~ . 

This routine uses routine RUF1, and IC·IDl . 

D. Wenger (m ) June, 1957 
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APPENDIX C 

STANDARD WRITEUP FORM 

FOR USE ROUTINES 

November 22, 1957 

In the following outline all headings and sub-headings 'which are under­
lined must appear in a USE routine writeup -- if in any particular writeup 
such a he'ading is not applicable, either the phrase "not applicable II or 
"none II must follow that heading. 

In upper right corner of each page: routine tag with the date under it. 
If applicable, the word "Corrected" will precede the date on the first page and on 
all other corrected pages. 

In top center: First line, Title. Second line, Compilable/Non-Compilable, 
Minimum 1103A/Non-Minimum IlO3A. Third linej Organization and author. 

Correction information: If applicable, the phrase "Correction Information: 11 

followed by an 'adequate description of the nature and effect of the correction, must 
appear next in the writeup. If this information is extensive, it may be merely re­
ferenced at this point and explained in sufficient detail at the end of the writeup 
(see Heading F). ' 

A. PURPOSE: 

Concise statement of what routin~ does. Notation may be introduced at this 
point if convenient or appropriate. 

B. USAGE: Standard/Non-Standard 

1. Entrance. If the entrance is standard, the sub-heading IIEntrance" 
should not appear. If the entrance is non-standard, the sub-heading 
"Entrance" must appear followed by a detailed description of the 
entrance procedure. 

2. Exi t. Same as above for ''Entrance.'' 

3. LEADING LINES. The (three) "Leading Line s" of a subroutine shall be 
reproduced here. If Leading Lines do not actually appear as part of 
the coding of the routine, the information normally contained therein 
must be supplied using the same format. A fourth line specifying the 
number of unmodified constants, must be included here. 

4. INPUT. All necessary information about the input to the routine should 
be included, such as range) scaling, detailed composition of parameter 
words, etc. In case the routine requires multiple inputs (i.e.} the 
u-address part of the INOUT line is greater than one), the sequence of 
these inputs must be clearly indicated. 
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5. OUTPUT. All necessary information about the output of the routine 
should be included, such as, accuracy, scaling, detailed description 
of format, etc. In case the routine produces multiple outputs (i.e., 
the v-address part of the INOUT line is greater than one), the sequence 
of these outputs must be clearly indicated. 

6. ERROR EXIT andj or RECOVERY PROCEDURE. 

7. NUMBER of TAGS USED. 

8. RUNNING TIME. Maximum time must always be stated. Average and mini­
mum may be stated. , If average time is given, the method of computing 
this time must be described. 

C. RESTRICTIONS: 

Conditions which must 'be satisfied for the correct operation of the routine. 
Example s are: 

1. Components required other than the minimum l103A. 

2. Restrictions on data (range, quantity, format, .etc.). 

3. Parameter' ranges. 

4. Timing conditions which must be met for the external equipment to run 
without fault, drum references, etc. 

5. Conditions under which use of the routine may be undesirable. 

D. ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING AND OPERATING INFORMATION~ 

This section covers in detail all additional information needed to use 
the routine. Examples are: 

1. other programs required. 

2. Special storage used such as Fl or F2, or intermediate tapes. 

3. Control data. 

4. Locations and octal equivalents of key _c:onStants. 
~; -' 

// 

5. Detailed effects of using the routine, such as results of spec~al 
conditions. 
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D. ADDITIONAL PROGRAMMING AND OPERATING INFORMATION - continued: 

6. 1103A operating instructions, for example, tape positioning, tape 
cha~s, card cycling, switch settings, etc. 

7. Equipment and setups needed to list output, card processing, wiring 
diagrams, etc. 

E. METHOD: 

A short description of the fundamental logic used i~ constructing the 
routine and the conditions under which it is most effective. In case 
of mathematical routines the derivation or reference should be included. 
A flow chart may contribute greatly to the understanding of the method. 

F. Correction Information: 

To be used only if not completely described following the Title section. 

G. Coding: 

Coding should be included with all routine writeups submitted to the USE 
organization and shall contain sufficient comments to aid effectively 
in ~ollowing the logiC and mathematics of the r~utine. 

Approved by USE Policy Committee 

November 22, 1957 
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APPENDIX D 

CONVENTIONS FOR USE ROUTINES 

Re~uirements and restrictions on USE routines arise from two sources. The USE 
Compiler re~uires that certain procedures be followed in order that a routine 
be a compilable subroutine. other conventions have been adopted by USE in the 
interests of standardization. These should be followed wherever it is reasonable 
to do so, and where they are not followed this fact should be made clear in the 
writeup. 

Conventions for a Compilable SUbroutine 

Compilable subroutines are written in the same form as other coding for the USE 
Compiler with certain exceptions which are described here. 

The item number field should be left blank on all lines of coding of a subroutine. 

A subroutine consists, in general, of eignt parts: 

1. Leading lines 
2. Entrance line 
3. Alarm exit line 
4. Normal exit line 
5 . Re sul t cells 
6. Argument cells 
7. Body of the routine 
8. Ending line 

1. The first line of a subroutine must have the special control symbol 
"SUB" in the operation code field to indicate that a subroutine is 
to be processed. The u address field contains the name of the sub­
routine. If the subroutine is in the internal machine library its 
name may consist of any combination of from one to six alp~anumeric 
characters which is not the same as any other operation code symbol. 
If the subroutine is an external one supplied along with the main pro­
gram its name must consist of one of the organization letter pairs 
listed in Table I followed by from one to four alphanumeric characters. 

The v address field of a "SUB" control line ·contains an integer which 
is equal to the number of consecutive cells required by the subroutine. 
This includes cells for the entrance, alarm exit, normal exit, results, 
and arguments, and for , instructions, constants, and subsidiary subroutine 
calling sequences in the body of the routine, but does not include cells 
used in the subroutine temporary pool. 
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Following the first line normally there are two lines introduced by 
the special control symbols "TEMPS" and "INOUT," in the operation . 
code field. 

A "TEMPS" control line is used to indicate to the compiler what part 
of the subroutine temporary pool in the compiled region is to be used 
by the subroutine. The u address field contains an integer which is 
equal to the number of cells to be left at the beginning of the tempo­
rary pool ahead of those used by this subroutine. These may be tempo­
raries used by subsidiary subroutines. If either address field is blank, 
the corresponding quantities are taken to be zero. 

An "INOUT" control line is used to specify the number of arguments and 
the number of results. The u address field contains an integer which 
is equal to the number of parameters andlor arguments which must be 
placed wi thin the subroutine before it is entered. The v address field 
contains an integer which is equal to the number of results which the 
subroutine computes and stores within itself. If either address field 
is blank, the corresponding quantities are taken to be zero. 

2. The entrance line produces the first word. of the machine language sub­
routine. It should be an unconditional jump to the body of the subroutine. 

3. The alarm exit line should have the control symbol "ALARM" in the opera­
tion code field. This produces the second word of the machine language 
subroutine. The compiler will supply an appropriate instruction for the 
cell. This will depend on the computation system in use at a particular 
installation and might, for example, be a return jump to an alarm print­
out routine located at a fixed position on the drum 

4. The normal exit line produces the third word. in the machine language sub­
routine. It should be an unconditional jump instruction which may be set 
up by a return jump instruction in the main program. 

5. Result cells and 

6. Argument cells may be reserved within the subroutine immediately following 
the normal exit either by use of the "RESERV" control line or by making 
entries in the tag field on the correct number of lines. 

7. The body of the subroutine may contain the following types of lines: 

Lines which produce l103A instructions 
Lines which produce numbers 
Lines which produce subroutine calling sequences 
"EQUALS" and "RESERV" control lines 
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These lines may be written just as in other (non-subroutine) coding 
for the compiler except that: 

a. No item numbers may be used in the u or v fields. 
b. No constant pool addresses of the form "L( .•• )" may 

be used. 
c. Tags which appear in the v address field of lines which 

produce subroutine calling se~uences should not appear in 
the tag field. They are equated by the compiler to the 
machine locations associated with the first word of the 
subsidiary subroutine t hus called for. 

d. other tags which appear in the u or v address fields but 
not in the tag field are equat ed, in the order of their 
occurrence, to the addresses of cells in the subroutine 
temporary pool in the compiled region. 

8. The ending line of a subroutine must contain the special control sym­
bol "ENDSUB" in the operation code field. The contents of the address 
fields are insi gnifi cant. 

Conventions To Be Followed Where Reasonable 

1. Use the language of the USE Compiler. 

2. Use only the mini.muDi 1l03A (See Table II). 

3. The name should have exactly six characters the first two of which are 
the organization letter pair. 

4. Write a compilable subroutine • 

. 5. Previous to the time of entrance to a subroutine the arguments and/or 
parameters should have been transferred to specific cells within the 
subroutine. (Namely, the cells immediately following the cells reserved 
for results.) 

q. At the time of normal exit from a subroutine the results should be stored 
wi thin the subroutine in the fourth and following cells. (They may, in 
addition to this, be stored in the accumulator, the Q register, or else­
where. ) 

7. At the time of alarm exit, leave the name of the subroutine, in flexo­
writer code in the Q register. 

8. The body of the routine should be in this order: 

Instructions 
Constants 
Working Storage (in addition to temporary pool, if any) 
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9 • . Coding submitted with USE subroutines should include constants, each 
in decimal e~uivalent to the original formulation value times the 
appropriate scaling factors. 

10. Interpretive routines may be written as subroutines with no arguments 
nor results where a standard entry sets up an appropriate jump in cell F2. 

11. Double Precision Floating Numbers 

A standard double precision floating point number shall occupy two con­
secutive storage cells. The first cell shall contain a sign bit, an 
eight bit biased characteristic, and the 27 most significant bits of the 
mantissa; the second cell. shall contain the 36 least$ignificant bits of 
the mantissa. 

12. Complex Numbers 

Complex numbers shall occupy consecutive storage cells, the real part 
preceding the imaginary part. 



TABLE I 

The following is a list of the organization letter pairs currently 
recognized by the USE Compiler. These are the only permissible 
leading characters for external subroutine names: 

AP Applied Physics Lab., Johns Hopkins University 

BA Boeing Airplane Company 

CE U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers 

HO Holloman Air Force Base 

ML Missiles Systems DiviSion, Lockheed Aircraft Corp. 

RR Remington Rand Division, Sperry Rand Corporation 

RW The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

WF Wright Air Development Center 

A simple change in the compiler will substitute other letter pairs 
for these. 

TABLE II 

Minimum l103A 

Basic 1103A with 4096 words of core storage and Flexowriter output 

Controlled reproducer for punched cards 

Ferranti paper tape reader 

Teletype paper tape punch 

5 uniservo magnetic tape units 

Off line high-speed printer (plotting modification) 



APPEnDIX E 

Suggest ed Covering Letter 

for 

USE Work in Progress Reports 

At the November, 1957, USE meeting the Policy Committee directed that a met hod 
be set up for regular reporting by each installation on their Work in Progress. 
The purpose of the Report is to inform all members about all unclassified pro­
jects which are under way at all installations no matter what the status may be. 
It seems clear that such reports will promote effective exchange of information 
among persons working on similar projects and in many cases will prevent dupli­
cation of effort. 

In order for the reporting system to be effective, it must be simple and require 
a minimum of effort on the part of each installation. The attached form and the 
numbering system is designed to achieve those goals. Suggestions for filling out 
the form are given here and ought to be followed whenever practicable. 

1. Report Number. Each complete report compiled and submitted by a member 
organization should be assigned a serial number, starting with 1 for the 
first report, 2 for the second, etc. 

2. Report Compiled By. The name entered here should be that of a single 
person in the organization who has coordinated the gathering of the in­
formation. 

3. Reference Numb%r. The reference number consists of two numbers seperated 
by a dash. The first is the number of the Work in Progress Report in 
which the project was first described. The second is the serial number 
within that report. 

4. Tag. If the project has reached the stage where a USE routine is being 
produced and a tag has been assigned, that tag should be filled in here. 
The presence of this column should not be construed to mean that a pro­
ject should not be reported unless a USE routine will result -- as a 
matter of fact, the greatest value of this report will be in reporting 
progress on all projects, from their earliest stages, whether or not they 
may ever result in a computer program. . 

5. Concise Description. Include here a short abstract or a one or two sentence 
description outlining the purpose, method, special advantages, etc., of 
the project. Include enough so that an interested person at another in­
stallation Will know whether he should follow up with an inquiry for more 
information. The name of the person or persons actually working on the 
project should be included -- this will expedite correspondence concerning 
the project. 

6. Coding Language. If a computer code exists, give the name of the coding 
language, for example, FAP, RECO, USE, etc. 
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7. Status Codes. One or more Status Code numbers as described on the form 
should be specified here. Code 12, "Would like to have," is perhaps 
always implied by many of the other codes. However, it may be specified 
without other codes to indicate an active interest in or a foreseeable 
demand for a particular study, program or mathematical method. 

In order for this report to be of real value, the status of all projects reported 
should continue to be given in each subsequent report until the status code either 
implies completion (4,5,6, or 9) or shows that the project has been dropped. It 
is hoped that a project shown as deferred will continue to be reported until its 
status changes. 

The primary purpose of the permanent Reference Number is to allow continued re­
porting of a project without repeating the full abstract or description in each 
subsequent report. If this scheme is used, although the first report may require 
considerable effort, subsequent reports should be much easier. It may be helpful 
to describe all new projects first in each report and then complete the report by 
giving the status of all previously reported projects in reference number sequence. 

The mechanics of distributing the reports may be of interest. About six weeks be­
fore each USE meeting, the Executive Secretary will send to each member organization 
an ample number of copies of the Work in Progress Report. The Report should be com­
piled and returned to the Executive Secretary within ten days. After reproduction 
of all reports received the Executive Secretary will distribute copies to all USE 
members in the regular manner. If the schedule is adhered to, these copies should 
be in the members hands about ten days or two weeks before the USE meeting, thus 
allowing time to study the reports and to plan any action that might be taken as a 
result. 

It appears certain that this new series of Work in Progress Reports will be of bene­
fi t to all members and to the USE Organization as a whole. Their value over a period 
of time should far outweigh the effort which each member puts into his report. If 
a little extra effort and time is given to the first set of reports, an excellent 
basis will have been established, and the relative ease with which subsequent reports 
can be prepared will assure continued success of the system -- success which will be 
measured in terms of increasing benefits to all members. 
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APPENDIX F 

One of the important activities of the Product Planning Department of Remington 
Rand Univac is to evaluate and analyze new developments, both applicationwise 
and componentwise, and apply these studies toward future computer designs. To 
obtain data needed for developing improved logic and systems, we wish to re~uest 
t he aid of the Users. The aid needed is in the vast field of applications toward 
which your computer is being used. 

Specifically, 'What is needed is the bread and butter applications which are daily 
being applied to your installation. These 'Would, of course, be non-classified 
applications in accordance with government and/or company regulations. The form 
of these applications should be detailed problem statements containing the following: 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 

Statement of the application and. its pur:pose. 
The method used for establishing solutions (e.g., equations of 
the problem and. numerical methods applied, algorithms used). 
Amount of computation required (e. g., accuracy needed). 
Types and. forms of in-out. _ 
Duty rates of in-out (e.g., for temporary storage, final output, 
segmentation, etc.). _ 
Percentage of c~ter time used for the particular problem or 
class of problems. (Percent weekly, monthly, yearly, per one­
hundred computer hours, etc.) 
Possible future applications, 

Programs in the language of a particular computer are not desired. Actually what 
is basically needed is the analyst's description down ~the point where he gives 
his problem to a programmer for machine coding. 

There perhaps exists several applications analyzed, but found not economically 
feasible to run on present type computers due to the limitations of the computer 
itself. Data of these type are particularlY desired. 

It is realized that perhaps :ma.ny of the results of past analysis are in a single 
file copy or handwritten form. In these cases individual arrangements will be nec­
essary. 

Remington Rand would like to accomplish this task at a ;n1niDlum interference to the 
insta.J,.la.tion concerned. /my comments, criticism, or, . ..suggestions you may wish to 
include to accompany these data will be welccmed_.a.nd. appreCiated. 
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USE COMMITTEE REPORT 
November 21 &-22, 1957 

INSTALLATIONS OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

The Installations Operations Committee met during the period Thur8d~, 
21 November thru Friday, 22 Nbvember 1957 to consider the following agenda 
items. 

1. A switch to bypass the typewriter. 
2. The statu$ of the new maintenance routines. 
3. Attachment of peripheral equipment. 
4. Machine logging procedures and time reporting to USE. 
5. The policy on fault circuitry. 
6. Variable block operation of UNISERVOS. 
7. Allocation and permanency of Dead Space storage. 
S. A program and real time clock for program reference. 

The following member representatives were present at all or part of these 
meetings: 

G. Clark (OR) (Chairman) 
R. RiQh (AP) 
W. Wooton (ML) 
R. Perkins (RW) 
M. Green (HO) 
B. Horton (CE) 
R. petonke (CE) 
R. Sohmidt (RR) 

. L. Wick (RR) 
L. Dominic (RR) 
L. Graham (WS) 
D. Zonars (WF) 
D. Hiser (Be) 

Boeing Aircraft was not represented. In addition to those listed above, 
representatives from various non-voting member organ1zatio~s were in attendance. 

1. A switch to bypass the typewriter 

Spen~!.~ (CE) proposed this. item in the interest of (a) speeding up 
production work by means of eliminating previously programmed type-outs 
or (b) eliminating the need for putting the 1103A on maintenance in the 
eTent that the typewriter is out of order. Considerable interest was ex­
pressed by other member organizations in discussion of this proposal. As a 
result, the following action was recommended to the Policy Committee: 

"It is requested that RR consider the engineering work 
neeessar.y to install a typewriter b,rpass switch and 
prepare a cost estimate for USE b.Y the next meeting, 
provided that such action does not delay modifications 
which are now in process." 
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2. The status of the new maintenance rout in!. 

Dominic (RR) reported that at present RR has four (4) people engaged 
in this effort. Three (3) broad aategories of maintenance routines are 
planned and are, at present, in various stagd of deftlopment. The cate­
gories are: 

(1) Acceptance Tests 
(2) Confidence Tests 
(3) Diagnostic Tests 

Immediate past emphasis of this group has been devoted to the develop­
ment of Diagnostic Routines for the UNISERVOS. These routines bave been oom­
pleted and are now being circulated to the installations. The UNISERVO tests 
include three (3) test types which are listed as tollows: 

a. Tests for all possible operations and modes 
b. Durability or lite tests 
c. Timing tests 

The group in st. Paul is interested in receiving any suggestions or 
routines which equipment users have developed. The target date tor com­
pletion of the 1st revision of the Diagnostic Routine maintenance ·package 
is by the next USE meeting. 

The. view was .expressed by several organi&ations that where possible 
maintenance routines should operate with a drum interlace o.f 4 since this 
is the most . frequently used. Aocordingly,the folloving resolution was 
proposed by Rich (AP): . 

"The Policy Conmitteeis requested to urge RR to design all 
maintenance routines to operate .w1th a 4-interlaoeJ partio­
ular1y-those routines to be contained in the packages tor 
Confidence Testing and Diagnostic Testing." 

3. 'Attachment ot peripheral equipment 

A listing of I!It~dard and non-standard equipment; in operation, being 
installed, under design, or being planned foreaoh installation prepared by 
the chaiman IOC is attached as Appendix A of this report. This list will 
be submitted to Bob Schmidt (RR) for up-dating and additions prior to dis-
tribution through normal USE channels. . 

4. Machine logging procedures and time reporting to USE 

Discussion of this item disclosed that several member organizations do 
not, at present, -keep their machine records in a way that enables determination 
of the efficiency tigures agreed upon during the previous USE meeting. In 
addition, it was pointed out that various members may wish to derive difterent 
ratios from those previously described. It was suggested that RR' presently 
collects the records needed to obtain the .ffiof~mC)" ratios from all the , 
rental installations and if these figures could be obtained £or the owned 
installations I discussion and comparison of. these figures at each USE •• eting 

i",J,~")t<t;.., '." 



might be more in order. Accordingly, the following resolution was made: 

"RR is requested to obtain from all installations and to 
fumish to the IOC at each USE meeting, the following 
times: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Preventative maintenance 
Scheduled time 
Emergency maintenance 
Calendar period for the report 
Actual operating time 

Further, . ell installations shall report total lost time 
in hours on an indiT1.dual basi1J. (Lost time is defined 
as that time for which the customer pays Which, due to 
equipment malfunction, does not produce useful results." 

(Discussion of the above resolution in the Policy Committe. resulted 
· in deferring consideration on this item until the nett USE meeting.) 

The .fficiencies previously agreed upon were reported 8S average 
during the past three months of operation: 

*RW - tustomer efficiency - 93% 
Installation efficiency - 63% 

*ML - C = 99.09% 
D • B5.78% 
E = 54.94% 

AP - C = 97% 
D • 100% 
E = 59% 

CE - C = B9% 
D • 72% 
E • 60% 

HO - No report 

BA - No report 

OR - A = 92% 
B & 51% 
C :I 96% 
D • 91% 
E= 51% 

* Submitted report attached 
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5. The Policy on fault cirouitrY 

In discussion of this item it was pointed out that several installations 
were of the impression that the lOA fault ciredits on the 1103A should be 
rendered inactive by removal of a tube in ord"er that the Ferranti Reader 
could perform correctly. Hence, a statement of policy was requested from 
RR. Dominic (RR) reported that company policy requires that all fault cir­
cuits be active. It was recognized, however; that with the lOA fault circuit 
active the Ferranti Reader may produce incorreot fault indications. " Hence, 
the following was submitted to the Policy Committee for actions 

"It is requested that RR investigate the conditions which 
cause fault indications from the Ferranti during normal 
operations and report at the next USE meeting what, if 
any, remedial action can or has been taken." 

6. Variable block operation of UNISERVOS 

Discussion of this item brought out the fact that a modification of the 
UNISERVO is presently in progress that will make possible interchanging the 
mode of operation from fixed to variable on the writing and reading of tapes 
(i.e., a-tape written in fixed format may be read in variable). This modit1-
cation has not yet been made on all 1103A's. No action was taken by the IOC 
on this it m. 

7. Allocation and permanency of Dead Space storage 

Discussion of the allocation of Abnormal Drum storage revealed that 
some installations (BA and CE) allow full use of the available Dead Space 
for programmers. However, most installations share the Dead Space between 
maintenance and programmers on the basis of 25/75, 50/50 or 75/25. There 
appeared to be no uniformity of division. In addition, it was pointed out 
that where maintenance does use a portion of the Dead Space in general, the 
maintenance routines are stored in a l6-interlace. As noted previously in 
the discussion of item 2, it would be desirable in the future if maintenance 
routines could be designed to work with a 4-interlaee. No action was taken 
by the IOC on this item. 

s. A Program and Real Time Clock 

Both ML and RW proposed the design of a clock which could be referenced 
program wise by the 1103A. other installations also expressed an interest in 
this feature. Arter some discussion, the general design features of such a 
clock were set down as follows: 

1. , The clock should be capable of cO\Ultlng either real time 
or program steps. When counting real t e the clock should 
count time in increments of not less than 30 seconds for a 
period not greater than 24 hours. In counting program steps 
the cloek should be capable of counting e8'ch instruction in 
a program for a maximum of 1,000 steps. 
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2. There should be a means of manually presetting the clock so 
that operations can be halted (interrupttd) at a preselected 
time or program step • 

.3. It should be possible to read the contents ' of the clock from 
a program by means of an EF followed by an ER. 

It was requested that RR consider the design 0 f thiS' ·device and 
perform a cost estimate b.Y the next USE me.ting~ 

.3 Enclosures 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 'lel,).:I. · 
~oD.ctark r ' 
(IOC, Acting Chairman) 
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!f.. (Do not use USE COMPILER) 

2 banks of MC 

HSP on-line (with plotter) 
Floating Pt. Aritho 
5 Uniservos, fixed blk. 
Bull, PTP, PTR, Flex. 
TaDe Pre'D. II 

CE (Use USE COMPILER) 

2 banks of MC 
H$P off-line w/o plotter 

(with burster and separator) 
Fixed Pt. Arith. 
9 Uniservos, variable blko 
Bull, PTP, PTR, Flex. 
Tape Prep_ II 

WS (Use USE COlWlLER) 

2 banks ot MC 

Floating pt. Arith. 
5 Uniservos, variable blk. 
Bull, PTP, PTR, Flex. 
Tape Prep II 

Additional 

Unityper :r..I I'N 
III! 650 

407 Tab. 
Sorter 
Collator 
Reproducer 

2 Unityper II 
lIM Key Punch 

Collator 
Reproducer 

BRL designed ~otter Tape 
handler 

Doppler Data Translator 
Card to Tape Conv. 
Tape to Card Conv~ 
407 Tab • . 
Printing Key Punch 
I~W4 
Sorter 
Reproducer 
Summary Punch 
2 Veriplotters 
lIM PT to PC Conv. 

On Order: 

Alpha. attach­
ment for 650 

.. 

Under Consideration: 

Analog-Dig. Conv. - on and · 
oft line 

MT testing equipment 
.3rd bank of MC 

MT buffer system 
Double Drum 
Ultra-high speed printer 
Anything to anything con-
verter 



I 

_ HO ' (Do not use USE COMPILER) 

1 bank of MC 

Fixed pt. Arith. 

91 Uniservos, variable blk. 

ML (Do not use USE COMPILER) - , 

1 bank of Me 
HSP off-line w/o plotting 
Fixed pt. Arith. 
10 Uniservos"fixed blk. 
Bull, PTP, PTR, Flex. 
Tape Prep. II 

X Ai 

Additional 

2 Unityper II 

.:1-.' :: ;t. • 

IBM ~eY' Punch 

407 Tab. 

Modified ,Verip1otter with 
summary punch 

407 Tab. 
Sorter 
2 Reproducers 
Collator 
Interpreter 
4 Key Punches 
4 IlJ!I 650 
,: Unityper II 

On Order: ' trnder Corisideraiion: 

5 ·Uniservos, var­
iable blk. 

Bull, PTP, PTR, 
Flex. 

2nd (Mar. 1958) 
1103A with! 

22banks of MC 
Floating pt. 
Arith. 
10 Uniservos, 
variable blk. 
(buffers when 
available) 

Bull, PTP, PTR, 
Flex. 
(lstll03A 
brought up to 
2nd mach. std.) 

Card to Tape Cony 
Tape to .Card Conv 
Tape Verifier 
Tape Plotter (off 
line) 

Analog to Dig. 
Conv. 

Data Assimi1ater 

Centre1 Computer Exchange 
to transmit 

Info between 1103A'8 

Range data input and out­
put equip. 

Program Clock (real time) 



!!!. em order: 

3 banks of MC 
HSP on-line, via" plotter 

Floating pt. Ari th. 
4 Uniservos, Y~iab1e .hlk. 
alil, PTP, PTR, Flex. 
TaDe Pre"O. II 

~~ (Use USE COMPILER) 

1 bank of MC 
HSP ofr-line, plotter 
6 Uniservos, variable bIk. 

, D111, PTP, PTR, FleSC. 
2 Special MT handlers 
Analog to Dig. Conv. 

RW ' (Use USE CoMPILER) -
1 bank MC 
HSP orf-line with p1dtter 
Floating pt. Arith. 
Bull., PTP, PTR, Flex. 
7 UniserTos, variable bloclc 
Tape Prep. II 

~ (Use usE COMPILER) 

2 X l103B ldthf 

'2. bank MC each 

10 Uniservos per system 
(variable blk, backward 
bufter) 

Fixed Pt., Ari th. 
PTP, PTR,Flex. (No Bull) 

AP~-'IX Ail 

I. Additional Eauip: 1 On Order: [I Under Consideration: 

407 Tab. 
Sorter 

Key Punch 
on-line stylus printer 

2 Unityper II 
Card to Tape Converter 

lIM 407 
Sorter 

. Collator 
4 Unityper II 

, Card Key Punch 
EPSCO Adaverter 
Verifier 

'r 

FOSDICK Film to Tape 
Conv. , 

Shepard HSP 

(con'd): 
Unityper II 
Verifier 

• 

, Plan to rent 2 X 1103B 
(additional) during 
1959~1960 for Census 

Assignment of Servos 
between 1103A's and 
peripheral eq~p. 

, 

\l 



z;.o 

1103A with: 
- - -\ 
Q! (Use USE COMPILER) 

1 bank MC 

Fixed Pt. Ar-i th. 
5 Uniservos, variable blk. 
Bull, PTP, PTR, Flex. 
Tape Prep!! 

• 

Additional 

Unityper II 
407 Tab. 

Sorter 
Collator 
Reproducer 
Interpreter 

, 2 Key Punches 

X Aiii 

On Order 

Remote Flex 
input-output 

Charactron HSP 

11 Under 

. 
< 



· ~ 
Enclosure 1/1 

1103A Ti.e Records at The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 

NOTember15, 1957 

The Digital Co~ting Center of the Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation does 
not use a Daily I.eg Sheet, per !!" in reoording run~ on the 1103A 
computer; instead, a log card is filled Q.Ut for each co:.puter run. 
Any anqmallea which may arise during that run are reoorded vi th an 
appropriate explanation on the log card. An xample of this log eard 
is attached. The log cards for a 24-hour period are then keypunohed 
and a Daily Usage Report is lI8.deo The Daily Usage Reports, in turn, 
are used to formulate a Weekly 1103A Usage Report. Both the Daily 
and Weekly Usage Reports have the same format. A sample of the latter 
report appears in Appendix A. 

The Weekly 1103A Usage Reports were used to compute the Custo.ar Ef­
ficienoy and the Installation Efficiency for the fifteen-week period 
beginning 29 July 1957 and terminating 10 November 1957. A graph re-
flecting this information can be found in Appendix B. . 

The neeessary terms used to derive these Efficiency percentages were 
defined from the Weekly Usage Report 85 follows: 

Dafin! tion . 

Available Ti_ 

Produoti ve Time 

Total Time 

= 

= 

= 

From the Weekly Report 

Good Tille + Lost Time 

Good Time + the following Lost Tilll8 I 
Idle, Power Failure, and Other* 

Good Time + Lost Ti.. + Down Time + 
PreTentive Maintenance 

* Other refers to operator error, keypunch error or to any other lost 
time not due directly to the computer. 



,..1 
N 

\3 

Good Ti_ 

Lost Time 

Down Ti_ 

APPENDIX A 

Weekly j 10'A Usage Breakdown 

From 0800 11-04-57 

to 0800 11-11-57 

Total Tille 

Assembly 11.26 
Code Check 28.17 
Production 59.1.3 
Demonstration 

Total 98.56 

Idle 
Machine Error 3.55 
Power Failure 
Peri. Fquipment 1.98 
Magnetic Tape 2.20 
Other 2.00 

Total 9.73 

Magnetic Core 
Magnetic nru. .54 
H.S. Punch 
Ml 1.51 
Magnetic Tape .16 
Ferranti .10 
Te.t 1.14 
PWR Supply 
Other 4.45 

Total 7.90 

. PreTentive Maintenance 23.66 

Total 23.66 

Ofr the Air 28.15 

Total 28.15 

Per Centage 

9.7 
2402 

· 50.9 

-
84.8 

8.4 

6.8 
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APPENDIX B I 

Customer Efficienc~d Installation Efficiency 
For a 15-Week Period Beginning 

2!1 July 1957 and Ending 10 NOTember 1957 

CUSTOMER EFFICIENCY 

A 
,\ ' \ I \ 

1\ / \ \ / \ / I 
\ I 

/ \ / \ 

93% 

\ 
/ \ I \ ---\ 

/ \ I r \ 68% 
\ I 

I J 
/ \ 

\ I \ / \ / 
\ / V V 
'/ 

INSTALLATION EFFICIENCY 

I 
/ 

8 15 
September 

22 2!1 6 13 20 
October 

27 3 10 
NOTember 

For the Week Endi~ 

.I.Tet8ge for the 
15 weeks 

Average for the 
15 weeks 
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Enclosure 1/2 

.~ 

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 
Miasile Systems Division 

Sunnyvale, California 

REPORT TO USE OPERATIONS COMMITTEE: 

The followiIl! ratios are taken from OOD 1103A maohine tiae records 
covering the period August 1, 1957 to October 31, 1957. 

A-L 
C = A :: 89.09% 

A - L - 85.78% D = = S 

~ 
E = S&P = 54094% 

A = ATailable time = seheduled tiae - Emergenoy maintenance. 

L = Lost .ti.e for all reasons. 

S = Scheduled. ti_. 

P = PreTentive maintenanoe. 



USE Lotter No: PC-5 December 11, 1957 

To: USE Policy Committee, Publications Committee, Installation Heads. 

Subject: Reproduction Methods of USE Material. 

In accordance with the wishes of the Policy Committee, Remington Rand Sales 
has investigated the various reproduction methods available to them for producing 
USE material. It would appear that the Plastiplate Offset method would be most 
adva"'ltageous to all: this would entail the preparation of USE material on 
Plastiplates which woul d be forwarded to myself for immediate printing. A vellum 
could be run during the printing for filing and for future ozalid copies if 
required. 

However, we would like to temporarily defer using this procedure. The 
Scientific Sales Department of Remington Rand is scheduled to move from St. Paul, 
Minnesota to New York City. Until this move is completed, we would prefer to 
retain the present vellum master procedure. Once established in New York, we can 
update our procedures accordingly. 

DdY:diW' 

fj'\ Ii , 
'/ " ~ " ~{,<-1?-

~(/./ ~ (I ·. ( . 

Dirk de Vries 
Executive Secretary, USE 
Remington Rand Univac, 
Univac Park, 
st. Paul 16, 
MINNESOTA. 



December 2; 1957 

To Members of USE: 

As agreed at the recent USE meeting, ~le Ramo- Wooldridge 
Corporation is undertaking a modification of the USE Compiler 
to permit the inclusion of excess-three coded constants in a 
USE program. The proposed specifications for the modification 
are attached. 

We would appreciate comments as soon as possible from those 
installations interested in t his feature as to whether the pro­
posed specifications are satisfactory and, if not, suegestions 
for improvement . 

RP :jm 
Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Robert Perkins 
Member of the Technical Staff · 
Digital Computing Center 
The Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation 



December 2, 1957 

Proposed Specifications for Modification 

to USE Compiler 

The USE Compiler will be modified to recognize a new operation 
introduced by 

XS3 or XS3 - n (n = 1, 2, ... 9) 

in the operation code field , XS3 is equivalent to XS3 - 1. Each 
such line of coding will produce n .Tords of six excess-three char­
acters in the machine laneuage program. 

Normally the desired characters are simply written in the u and v 
address fields. However, the space is represented by an asterisk, 
and certain other special characters are represented by a chara.c~er 

pair. 1'he first character of such a pair is always if (35 octal). 
The complete list of characters is given belmv. 

As in the case of numbers the characters may be v~itten right across 
both the u and v fields. The comma which separates the u and v fields 
may appear bt;!fore, among, or after the desired excess-three characters 
and will be ignored. If an excess-three conuna is desired the char­
acter pair sho.m below must be used. If the munber of characters pro­
duced by the contents of the u and v fields is less than 6n the n words 
will be filled out with space characters (01 octal). If greater than 
6n only the first 6n characters will be used, 8.r~d a .Tarning will be 
given . . Since a DUPO instruction may preceed an XS3 - n instruction it 
will be reasonably convenient to introduce several lfords of excess-three 
information. 



XS3 Character Desired 

DiGits 0 thru 9 

Letters A thru Z except 0 

• J -, + J ), (, / 

Space 

Letter 0 

Fast Feed 1 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

2 

3 

4 

Asterisk -)Eo 

Breakpoint 13 

Comma , 

Dollar sign * 
Multiline 

Number sign II 

Stop code 

Hrite 

Digits 0 thru 9 

I~tters A thru Z except 0 

. , -, +, ), (, / 
-)f 

110 

'If-l 

=//2 

I/:3 

11)+ 

I}A 

fiB 

IIc' 

liD 

11M 

I/:N 

lIs 



, 

~eport of the Western Committee on 
an International Hachine Language 

January 8, 1958 

1 • The commi t tee met at Ramo- v!ooldridge, Los Angeles, on the 7th and 8th 
of January, 1958, ~~th the follo~ng people present : 

R. Tantzen, EO (Chairman ) 

R. Talmadge, ML 

R. Perkins, RW 

D. Combelic, RW 

2. Since none of the committee members ~ere quite sure ho~ th European 
Conference ~ould interpret the phrase "universal language" , some time ~as 
devoted to a discussion of the possible approaches ~hich might be taken. 
It ~as f'elt that the most likely of these ~ould be: 

A. Set up universal rules for ~i ting flo'W charts. 

B. Accept an already existing computer language, at the 
level of FORTRAN, IT, UNICODE, etc. 

C. Define a new language, at a more sophisticated level 
than anything no~ in existence. 

The adoption of existing languages, such as mathematics and the natural 
languages 'Was considered unlikely, since they have not in the past proved to 
be handly tools \Ii th ~hich to properly describe a program. 

3. If' an approach similar to A. is adopted this committee recommends that 
the USE Organization adopt a resolution encouraging it's members ' to support 
this effort. It appears that no other action ~ould be necessary or desirable 
at this time. 

4. If an ·existing language is chosen, i.e~ if method B. is adopted, this 
committee's ·recommendations are as follo~s: 

A. If the language is FORTRAN, ~e recommend that USE sponsor 
a joint effort to code a program 'Which \lill translate it for 
the 1103A. 

B. If the language is any other, 'We r.ecommend that USE ~ai t for 
the reaction of the 704 community before making a final 
decision. An exception occurs for the IT language, since RW 
is already coding a version of this one for the 1103A. 



This committee estimates that the effort required to i mplement a language, 
at this level of complexity, whose detailed specifications are fixed, would 
be about 2 to 4 man years of coding and would best be done by a group of two 
or three people. Tne machine time required is estimat ed at 75 to 100 hours. 

In view of t hese consideration and the ~~despread u se of FORTillUl in the 
704 community, this committ ee feels that USE might well .give serious 
consideration to coding FORTRAN for the 1103A regardless of the outcome of 
the international conference. 

5. If the European Conference decides upon approach C., it is clear that 
such a long-range program would require the establishment of some working 
group. In this case we recommend that USE establish a committee to co­
operate ~th this working group, by offering suggestions, criticisms and 
such other help as may be appropriate. 

6. Finally, as the European Conference will be held before the next USE 
Meeting, we recommend that someone report on the outcome of this Conference 
at the next USE }~eting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT G. TANTZEN, Chairman 


