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The problem: page title edit wars
● Page title edit wars of geographical locations

● Especially places of multiple or disputed heritage

● Danzig or Gdańsk?
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Written policy
● WP:Neutral point of view, section “Naming”:

● “While neutral terms are generally preferable, this 
must be balanced against clarity.”

● Read: Ignore neutrality if necessary
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Written policy
● WP:Naming conventions (geographic names)

● “When a widely accepted English name, in a modern 
context, exists for a place, we should use it.”

● What I'll try to show:
No, no, it's all about the government!
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Observed practice

● Voivodeships of Poland
● Issue raised in Wikimania 2010
● “English” word invented by the Polish government
● Even official translation guides recommend 

“province”
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Observed practice

● Senkaku Islands (Japanese, adopted by en.wp)
Diaoyutai Islands (Chinese)
Pinnacle Islands (British Empire)
● Disputed territory: historically Chinese, currently 

under Japanese military control
● Frequent edit and move wars, full-protected
● … in disregard for neutrality!
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Observed practice

● Prasat Preah Vihear (Khmer [Cambodia])
Prasat Phra Viharn (Thai)
● Disputed territory, UNESCO heritage site
● Nominally Cambodian; occasional military conflicts
● UN adopts “Preah Vihear” in official listings
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Observed practice

● Guangzhou (Mandarin)
Canton City (Cantonese)
● “Canton” is losing popularity, but still in use
● Endorsement of government usage over local 

usage
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Observed practice

● Côte d'Ivoire, Ivory Coast
● Their government insists that the French name 

must be transliterated phonetically, not translated 
semantically

● BBC and CNN still use Ivory Coast exclusively
● … in disregard for common usage!
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Observation

● Article names always follow the name used by 
the governmental regime of the place

● In disregard for neutrality and English 
common usage if necessary
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Caveat
● “Use English”

● Cologne, not Köln
● Rome, not Roma

● Correct observation, wrong explanation!

● Governments of these places use the English 
form of the name in their official English 
communication
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Observation, revised

● Article names always follow the official 
English name used by the governmental 
regime of the place

● In disregard for neutrality and English common 
usage if necessary
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Solution: policy

● <sarcasm> Let's go and mass-edit articles! </sarcasm>

● No, enough people have been banned by ArbCom 
for behavioral issues while enforcing policies

● Policies are descriptive, not prescriptive
● Change the guidelines – a painful process
● Volunteers, anyone?
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Solution: technical
● Automatic character conversion: Did the Chinese 

and Serbian Wikipedias offer a way out?

● Opens up a new can of worms
● Automatic dialect conversion
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Conclusion

● War is damaging, hence dispute resolution
● Consensus wants commonly accepted, neutral names
● Actual practice uses government-endorsed names
● Rule change is costly

Technical allowance is more costly
● Description not prescription:

Every rule has exceptions
● What do you think?
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