Taousm
Taou3sM Hb FyH yXaaH, 3CB3/1 WALWIWMH LWYTN3MMAH ynamxnang Xampargax 6ereeg ron
aryynra Hb [aoT MexaHu3MTaWh 30XMUOX ambAapaxag OpLinHO. “Tao” raaar yr Hb " 6yrasspas
toMaap AyTaxryn" , eepeep xanban 6aranb epTeHUea XYMYYCUAH aMbapan aaunxaH rax y3ax
“6airanb” MK XepBYYN3rAAdr Y 3H3XYY YI Hb MX3BYN3H “3aM " 3cBan “3apumM” rax
opyyynarggar 6arHa. Taou3M Hb XATagad , TYYH4YN3H 6ycaa epHea 33pranass HyTryyaan TUiAM Y
XYUT31 Henee y3yymk bainraaryi 6unss. MeH Tao3MMIH LWALLNHBI XYMYYC 6ycaa yncyyapbiH
LWALLNHA OPOSILIOX , 30XMOH Banryynax Xyynb €CHbl 3pX M3A31ryM 6ancaH oM. Taouct gunocodu
Hb XsiTag yHA3CNANTaM 6a OpYMH LarMnH XaTagbliH aMbZpan 4 MeH YYH33C rapanTaMn.
TaoncTyyabiH €C 3yWr OHL0/IBO SHIP3HIYM CITraN , TICBIP TIBYIIP , Tenes Aapyy H6anx racaH
rypBaH YH3T 3YWICUMIr 3pxaMnagar 6ereen XyMyyc XOOPOHAOO 3pyy/a M3HA , YPT YAaaH HacnanT
6a TalrBaH aXxunnaxbir Mnyya y3asr 6arcaH 6aiHa. [JoarniH rapan yycan Hb A3/1XMIN epTeHUNIH
TOrTONLOO 3CB3N AoarnnH 60anT 600H ONOH AYPMUIH Yp AYH IOM. TaousMmyya eBer A334CUNHXID
CYHCMII 6ONOH MeHXea Ayypcaraax XYHUMX33 Tenee XyHASTraN y3YY/3X Hb apa TYM3HA HUMTNSM
6angar. MeH xaTadblH X001 XMIX ypnar, oaHbl 3ypXal, 33H 6yaablH WaLlWH, XITafblH X34 X343H
TynaaHbl ypnar, ynamxnanT aHaraax yxaaH, deHr wyn 6a Maw OfIoH TOPSMMAH KMKOH Hb
TaonamuiiH 6yx Lar xyrauaaHbl TYYXT3M HAIT X0N600TOMN.

% 3eB 6uunar 6a ayyanara

AHIIN X3NHWUN SipUaHA T3PXYY POMaHU33MWH yr “TaousM”-r “laousm” rax Hb apan a’3p
MK y343r 6arHa. DHIXYY YHASCHUIM XaTaA Yr Hb “3aM” X opuyynaraax 6a xyyuvH Bana runec
cuctama Tao rapar 6ancaH 6on opumnH uarT MuHbSH Byloy XaTad XaH3bIr aHrAn XansHa byynrax
cuctema [1ao XxaMasH bnumrasx 60n1coH 6aiHa. IHaXyy XsTad yr Hb Toa, Aoa 6ytoy 3aM MC3H Yr Hb
A33p "M3M” garaBap 3anrax 3apyumaap yr yr 6uii 601coH 6anHa. 3apuM xTag Xan cyanaavua
AoasMur 6ypyy ayyanaraTai yr 6yioy ragHaac op)K MPC3H Y rax sipbaar. MiiMaac cyanaad HapbiH
JAYHA WMPYYH MapraaH rapaar. [JaolsMuiH ayyanara Hb 6aiiHra /aaonsm/ rax ayyaaraaar
60M0BY aHIMIM X3NTHYYA YYHWWAT 3C3pryyuak / TaomsMm/ rax ayyanartan 6avx ECTon rax y3asr.
Baas-rmnacuinH oHona Tao 60NM0H XATaAbIH XaH3bIr @HM M X3N3HA Byynrax cucteMa Aao Hu
VDKWITX3H TOM3M AA0MN3M MK X313rrA3r. XXOHIC aB3paXKCUIMH TOa MA3r HOMOHZ 3HAXYY Ayyanarvimr
TOAOPXOW TycracaH banaar. Tao 6onoH Taouambir apuan /Oao/ , /daov3m/ rax ayyaaar 6a
XATaZ X3/THUWA YHIWINarag AHMW rMARYyNard aBua Wnr cyn ayyaaaraaar. AMepuk 6a bputaH aHrnm
X3MIHWUN TONb 6GUUUIT Taomn3MbIr ©ep eepeep Ayyaaar.

< Xarapangan

Taou3M Hb MapraaH , TaMLWI33C 60K XOOPOHA00 XyBaaracaH. JiuBua KoH Hb YYHUIT aapaax
6ananaap rypaB aHMMIK Y3C3H:

1. Taou3MbIH ryH yxaaH : ['yH yxaaHbl cypryynb Hb Jao [3 XKuHr , 3yaHxua cyypuncaH
HalicaH.

2. TaOM3MbIH LWALLIMH : XATafblH HIM3H MP 6y Hb XOLOPCOH XXWUAMMHX33 Typl “TIHr3pUiH
3334 " WallMHaacaa XsTadblH HAMH LWALLMHBI 30XMOH BairyyncaH xeaenreeH opHo. [dapaa
Hb OpTOAOKC WalmH (3eHryiH) , bypaH peanuambiH (KtoaH3eH) walunHbl 6ynarnang
6arTax, XXaH gaonuHA yaam yrcaa Hb ByLaxk Opox 3pxuur onrogor 6amcaH.
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3. Taou3aM XxyMyyc : XsTagblH YHASCHMM LUALUMH
M\Vaycly

DH3 Hb TAOWCT CYpryynMnH KaTeropussnHg sipBUrTan
caag XWWXTan xonboracoH xepenreeH 6ac sBUyy
6ynarnan oM. 3apuM 3padMTaa [daoxuna 6010H
[1aoXXnMaormmH XoopoHa aiMap 4 snraa 6anmxryn rax y3gar.
[1a0 Xwua Hb raHL Cypryynb LUXF OANrOrACcOH 6arxaa Tapxyy
3pTHMI XaH yncag ™ TaolcMm ™ TapryyH 601100 ra3) XaHC3H
M3A3rACaH 6avipar. J1ao3b 6a 3yaH3urbiH 3H3XYY 30X1ona
raHuxaH XaH Y/CblH ynamnanbiH Tyxah 6uucaH bawpaar.
X433 ypbA 6MHe Hb 3H3 Hb b6aunraary 6anHa. DHaxyy
3yaH3n Hb 3pTHWUI [Jaoa3XXMHTIM aamnxaH 6airaaryi. MeH
paxaM YNcbiH 3yaH3un YX3X ye XypTi33 eepuiree Taouctaa
TaHWYy/DK Yagaaryi 6unas. TaoucMm Hb ABpaxaMyK YHASCHUN
WALLNHTAM aaMN WalLHbIF 6anryyncaH 6a WallumMH CycruiH Togopxon 6arx 3CBan XsATaablH
YHASCHUA WALIMH CYCAT LWUM  Y/IAMXIANT LWALLWHBLIM HOTONAOT TaoucM POBMHATBLIH TOPXYY 3apynM
, 6ac ron Hb WalunKHA 6ariwnaxaac ragHa Xxyrauaa LWawuH CYCrUnAr OMrox Hb Uiyy caiH , 6a
T3P ©6epUNree Cycarnary rymMaar 3cB3n TaoMCM TIPXYY 3aMbir Jaragarryy MK HIMH TYyXY X3/1C3H
6aingar . Maw mx 3pa3M HOMTOWN rasap YX3LWrym MOHXMNH TONee 3P3NXUANINATIHA HIMdH LIrT
TYCCaH Cypryynb WWr uaasan rax XsHpu Macnspo T3MASIISCH .

< TaAaOU3MBbIH TYYX

TaoMCMbIH 3apyM AYP3M XypaM Hb WYY XOLOPCOH
6aicaH Tyn XataablH 6anap 3pTHUMA YHAICHUI LWALLWH CYCar
Hb TAOWCT ynamnantah HUMNCIH 6aix 60N30LWryn .
JTao3b ynamxnan écoop TaouCMbIr YHA3CN3MY Hb
Taon3MbIH OMpbIH XaMaaTaH 6alix 3CB3N TaOWU3MbIH Yyryyn
XYH 6aiix écToi. J1ao3b 333H XaaH MaHaW 3pUHUIN AyHAAA
2-p 3yyHA 6ypxaHnar YaHap M3T L0M100 aBCaH. J33H
XaaHTHYyA Hb J1ao3u , T3AHWUIM Tepen CafaHryyaaac XsTagblH TaHrMMH HOEPXObIH Yea 3pX
M3O3NTHYYAUUI MX3CraX LaapAasiara TaBbCaH. J33H XaaHyyAblH 3apuM AayyHyyaaa XyW30HTMWH
aHxXaapnbir TaTax siBAan Hb TaoM3MA Heneemk 6aincaH 6a aH3 Tyxan [Jao3aHrMinH XaBnana rapaar.
MeH Heo-KoHdbyYLIH cypryynba KYH3UNH cypraan , Taou3m , 60/10H 6yAabIH WallHbl Y331 604bIr
CaHaaTawuraap HaBTPYY/ICOH , XapWH Aapaa Hb 333H XaaHbl YJIC N'YP3HA33 HOEPXO/ TaBUX 30PUATo
Hb 61 60NCOH. YT KuHrmniiH Hoépxona TaoucTyyaaac xaBbryi A33pa ToouorAcoH KoHyLLHBI
COHroAor yTra 30x1osn 6yTaaraasr . XapuH 18-p 3yyHbl TypLU TOPXYY 339H XaaHbl HOMbIH CaH
6aTnaracaH, raBY 6apar 6yra33p33 TAOMUCT HOMHYYABIT Opyynaarryi 6amxs3. [apaa Hb 20-p
3yYHbl 3X3H Ye[ Taou3Myya asryutang yHacaH. ( Yunp Hb B3axuHruiiH LlaraaH yyn cymaHA
[1ao3aHrniH 3eBX6H Har XyBunbap Hb xagranargaH yaacaH). TaoucM Hb byra Havpamaax xstag
YNICbIH TaBaH H3PT3M LWALLWH CYCTUIH H3r Hb Bereen XsTaa Taouct Xonboo YncbiH TepuUiiH anba
AYHAYYP 66pUAHXe6 NA3BXW YN aXunnaraar 30xvuyynaar .

< lWawwuH wyTnar
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Taouctyya SiH3 6YpUH YHASCN3ATIN 3X CypBa/mKyyAaac WUnpYYIC3H HOMIONA UTr343r.
Tuim yuypaac Taou3MblH eep bycaa raspyya eep eep LyTN3r™n 6anaar 6aHa. MCaH xaani Y
3apyM X3C3r XYMYYC XOOPOHZ00 HUMHK OMPOSILOO LWALLIMHBI BYN3rI3AMIr YYCraasr. DArasp Hb
Tat un acBan MeH siMHbl 63n13r TaMAsrTan xonbooton 6a By B3l ynckiH Y331 6oaona MeH
SIMHIMIAH 3aBLUAaH 6ypUIAr TIHLB3PXKYYN3X 60NoMXUAT xanaar. EpeHxuiiaee TaoucTyyabir xam
€CHbl [1I3C Aapaar X3parxyynax , 6oauT 6anaana UTraasr raXx sipbaar.

< Ec 3aHWwun

TaoucT wawwuH cyanan Hb yr JaoasuHr 60/10H 3XyaHr3b-aap WMNAB3PA3rACIH eep eep
C3ABWMI OHLIOK Y343 , 3CB3N By Banrasc ™ amap xyd YapMannT “ raCaH eHUreec XxaparvmnH
aaun 3x 6ananaapaa 6anMx , ambApax 3p4Y Xy4 , 3HX TaWBaH , HAPUWH 3Nb Xynb 6anagan ,
TyCraapnax , ysiH Hanapxan 6angan , asHaaa siBaraax YaHap , aBxaasmktan 6angan , xaparnax
XyrauaaHbl XYHUI 3aM , ipyaHbl 3aM 6a XK0n00a0X 6airaa €c 3aHWIMAM S3PX3MASA3T .

s Tao

Tao Hb WyyAa yTraap Hb “ 3aM " )X opyyynarggar , By 3apumpaa 3ac, 3yr Yvr, YWUrnan
, HOMSI0N rac3H yTraTtan 6avaar. Taonam Hb KyH3MMH CypraanuiiH €c CypTaxyyHT TOrTONLOOTON
6alicaH, MBY 3H3 Hb asHAAa XaM €C, MeHXWUIAH aMbapan, 3Mx 3aMmbapaaryi 6angan 6ytoy Taoucwm.
ypcran 60/mk eepuneraceH rak BuH-umMM YaH xancaH 6angar. XapuH XaHC3H 34ra3p canaHru
yTraTai, eBepMeL; OHLJIOITOM Hb CaHan HUANASITYM 6aicaH. bairanuiii Tapxyy tao HoTonaor
UTr3N HanaBapaac 6ok , 6airanbTan Tao XYHT3M HUANSMACIH MK MapTUHCOH Xanasr . Qus-biH
Heree ypcran , yin axunnaraa 6a opLmxbiH HOree MeH YaHap 3p4 xyd wur , 6on 6arH 6anH Tao-
bIH HOree HUMTUIMH Japaanan pyy xapblyynaxaap 6aicaH . Tao 6on Kannap-a 3aacHaap bapyyH
3PASMTHUM YT HSIL@acaH WaluvMH Cyanan pyy wxkun Tectan agun 6amaar smMap , aH3 6on 6uw oy-x-
bIH TYNA XMWLKX33p 6aicaH . DH3 6aiH 6anH anb anb Hb H6alx 60/10H non-existence-biH TIPXYY 3X
cypBamk 6arx rax TyHraaH 6ogoracoH . Tao unyy 3eHAeeH on atman 6a dharma-biH 3H3XYY
DH3TX3r OMAFONT NYr33 aaun aBY Y3C3H bark Gairaa , WYT3XMIH oM xoBop 6anaar rax Jladaprya
HOTONAOT .

< O3 (T3)

Tao ync Hb [13 yNCbIH MN3pXninnan 60MCOH Xy4 YaaanTan, 3panxar 30pUrTon , WynyyH
Wwyaapra 6anx y3an 6oaona 6yra33pas HANMAC3H. 3 Hb “3aM” 6ytoy TaorMiH amMmbapanbiH UA3BX,
3CB3M1 X6MKWUI A3MXKNAT Hb oM. (3 Hb 6ycaa uaraaH TONroMHA MX3BUNISH Tax 3cBan T3 rax
Ayyparaaar )

% By B3#

TaoucMbIH ron y33an 6apumTtnan 6on By Bal ync oM. By B3l r3gsr Hb LWyyA yTraapaa
“MAsBXryn” raC3H yr oM. DH3 Hb " MaaBxryn “ 3cBan ” AMapxaH Xuix ” racaH By Ban-runH 6ypyy
Y3133p M3A3raasr. TaoCMbIH FOf Y33/ caHaa , MeH TaouCT I'yH yxaaHbl OHLION Hb By B3MrmMinH
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Aaanar , yp AyH oM. By B3MUMMIAH 30pynro Hb YN M3A3rA3X Yafjamx , byx 3yrnnaspas TaousmTan
X0/1600 TOrTOOX OM. TaOWM3MbIH MYH yXaaH Hb OPY/IOH EPTEHLSA XYMYYCUWH X3B, EC 3aHLL/bIT
©6p eepCANNHX Hb aMbApang 30XuuyynaH cyganaar. [Janxuin 433p Ta4 30XMLOoX aMbapax 6anansir
©6pCcAee caaTyy/MK HypaaxrymH TyNA4 X3H HIM3H XYH Hb YYHWUIA Tenee 30pur 3yTras, Xyd Yaanaa
rapraxx 3ytragar. Taouamyya T3pXYY X3H H3FHWW FON WanTraaHbir Hb M3AA3rryn 6arHa. Ar
YH3HA33 OpPY/IOH EPTEHLITAN 30XMLIOXOA T3AHUNI TOAOPXOoW 6anp Cyypb 3331C3H Bax X3parTan M
y3a3r. TuiAMa3C 3H3XYY Bax 600NXyWL, aloynTar caaa 63pXLW33NNAH 3aMaac 3auncxnnix,
30pUNroAo0 aMapxaH Xyp4 yaaaar 6ariHa.

o My

My Hb “Xyrapaaryn moa” , ” 3acargaaryn moa” acean 6yp ” LlainraH ” ra)k opyyynaraaar.
OH3 Hb XXuaHbl yr 3apumM 6a Hereereep By BanrninH Teneex 3ynpnan oM. My Hb LU3B3P Xy4 Yaaan
60/10H ypbJiaac TaamariaH M3Ap3XynH 6313r TaMaar oM. NinMaac TaoucTyya Hb 1oM BYX3H XuiA
XOOCOH 3CB3J1 36H COBUH M3 UTr3A3r . [y UX3HXA33 6epcaMmree 3pTHUIN TaorMnH YPramkian
X3M33H XaAra/mk Yaa3r. DHIXYY CITra/ra3 Hb XKUHX3H3 6aranba UTrax UTra/ YHIMLUUA, M3AN3T
Jaanarag Tynryypnacad 6anaar. MyrMiH yncaa caixaH 3cB3n Myyxan 6aix Hb 36B 6ypyy racaH
onnronT 6amaarryn. TaHA 36BX6H LPB3P Typluniara , 3CBan yxamcap 60n0oH apx Yeneet 6angan n
6aingar. SH3 Hb By B3l yncaac yyAsnTan yncbiH ron 30pUro oM.

+ OIOYH caHaa

TaouCTyyAa Hb 3parTai XYMyYC 6071 XOPBOOrMMH XaMrniH 6ara X3Car Hb OM X y343r. bueniH
X3C3r Hb XsATaAblH TaBaH MaxboabToW Wyya Xon600Ton. TaBaH 3PXT3H Hb TaBaH MaxboabTow
XaMaapanTan 6avigar. TaOM3MUINH 3p3rTanuyya Hb 66pCAMNHXEee M3AN3r, Yp YaBapbir HANMT3A
TaHWynax 30punroton 6amaar. Taomsma xaTafblH yyryyn apablH LWALWH Hb Laalunaag OJioH
TOPNUAH EC, MEPreNl MeH TyXalH MeH YaHap Hb X3H H3rHUMX Hb 6ue Maxbodb , OOYH yXaaHbir
3MUN3X3A WyyAa Heneenger. Taa 6ac MX3BUNISH ©6PCAMMHXE6 OWYH yxaaHaa A3r XXypamTau
6aingan , 3CBaN X3T CITMA/IMNH Xeepena opyynaar. DArasp epeHxun Teceennyya Hb Taousmbir
[93ryyp 3vHAQ@aHA Y343 M3T caHarayyngar. MM [otooa MeH 4YaHap, OWYH YyXaaHbl
Aacranyya Hb Taou3MyyZablH 3pyy/1 M3HAUWAM Cakpyynax, ambAparnaa ypTacrax yXawrym MeHX
6ananbiH oHoNA Xaparnaraaar 6avHa.

<+ bypxapn

XsiTagblH YNaMXianT LWaLLKH CYCar Hb OJTIOH BypxaH LUYyTaX SBAan M. DArssp WyTN3ryya Hb
XsiTagblH 333H XaaHbl HOEPXOS , TOHrap BypxaHbl WaTnaH 3axupax ECHyyablH X3Cryya oM.
T3araspuiH UTran HanaBapT 3aacHaap XsATaAblH TOHrAPA3r 6araan TAr33PUAH YN aXxuniaraaHbl
Teneex anbaH Tywaanaa 6yypyynaar 3CB31 Tywaan A3BLUYYI3rA3K Maraaryv rax y3gsr. 3apuMm
WYTN3rYYA Hb H3P XYHA , CYCar buwpanuind 6ypxaH NyaH tO wur apa TyM3HA amapxaH A31rapaar.
MeprenuiH Tapxyy 6yx HUMTMIH 3areap Hb Mall OfIOH XyBMPAArryM 3ynn 6angar , TarcaH xagum Y
XsiTagaa TYYXuMMH XyrauaaHg 6a razap3yrH HypyyHbl 4004 XaBb Aaryy Tapxyy OypxaHnar
TaxuaraT Hb XyBupZar. TaHA Hb yr GypxaHbl 36B 6yTaL, LWMPTAH Xapx 6airaa caHan 3epengeeH
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6anpar. Happa rapcaH TaoucMaac anbaH écHbl TOHr3pnar 6aranaapaa Muicyy 333H xaaH rapy
npasr . BypxaHbl T3pXyy T3HM3PA3r 3yMN Hb rypBaH L3B3P OHbC 6a OwyHbl " A33a3c ™ TaowucT 6a
T3HMPUMH MacTapcuiiH siBUYY BYNarnanuiH J1aoxkyH , © D33HT3H 3axupard HOEéH Jlao " ep Hb
oponuory J1lao3b 6ycaa Hyyunar aMbTaH 3CB31 MeHXeA Ayypcaraax XYHUA Uyy XUXUr Xap
X3MXK33r33p Y33rAA3r X3AUA Y , TOAr33PT Hb €PeHXMIAee XYHANINUIAH 3ynn 6anaar . Tao-biH
yNaMXnanT ron y33/1 caHaa 60/10H epHeANAH MOHTE3MUNH OMNIrONTTON XapbLyynaracaH rax
y343r. Tapxyy Taou3MTaun Haraax 6airaa Hb XMHAWWH Fon caHaa , raBY banranbg écoop
aMb)XXupraatai apayya Hb Xypd Yaaaar .

+ Ec 3yiiH cypraan

TaousMuitH caiiH yaHap 60n FYPBaH YH3T 3YMJIC 3CB3N FypBaH 3pX M3A3N oM. ['ypBaH YH3T 3yWIC
Hb Xanp 3H3P3/, TICBIP TIBYIIP 6a Tenes Aapyy 3aH HOM. DAr33p Hb UXIBYUJISH CalixaH C3Tran ,
Tenes Aapyy 6angan rax opyyynaraaar. ApTyp Banal Hb T3A3HA “ TIpXYY rypBaH A0TOO0A XKypaM
Hb 60AUT 6anaan, yac TOpUMH raaHax 6ananbir TycracaH ' X X3/1C3H 6anaar. Tap “333pxar
AaviH 6010H Laasaap aBax sn ", ambapanbliH X3T Aapyy Tenes bavgan™ 6a ™ apx Maanas
6aTaTrax" 33par rypBaH 3px M3AJMUr ysanayynaH aB4y y3CaH bavaar.

% XYMACMWH xapbLaa

TaoncTyyablH XYMCUIAH XapbLaar aBy Y3831 T3AHUM bue Hb caviH xemkceH 6a caTranras bue xoép
XOOPOHAO0O0 3pC T3C ANraatav eep bamaar. XyWc Wnnaeapnax 6ypanasxyyH Xacar Hb Xxalp aypnan
pYYy xaHaaracaH 6angar, TMMaac Taonsmyyg 6mues 6apvx YaaBapbir aHxaapaH aBy y34ar.
Taou3mp xync Hb (OrT 3ama buw WwnpyyH 3cean anbagnarbiH) 3eBxer 6anranuiiH xam €coop 6ui
6ongor. MiAMA X3T MX T3BY33P Hb H63NMMIMH aMbApanblH T3BY33P, TIHLB3PUNT anaarayynaar
aroynTan. TUAMI3C 3parTan XYMyYyC Maraarym MXcaxag Ta4 eepcaMiHxee ambapax vYaasap , 3pu
XYUYUAT 3MIMTIN XYHI3C aBaar ragaart UTragar. MHracH33p TaaHMIM ambapax Xyrauaa ypTcax ypT
Hacnagar raaruir Tep 6apury Hap TOrTOOCOH. XATaAblH 3aCrMH ra3ap Hb TApXYY Taou3MbIH
CaHBaapTHyyA 6ypxaH LWaLUHbI Tenee rapnanxryn 6anx Hb 3eB X y343r . KyaH3eH caHBaapTHyyA
FAPNISXUIAT TIBYMX ECbIr BypXaHbl H3P A33p amnajar, raByY 3X3HrbiM CaHBaapTHYYA O/IOHTOO
rpnacaH 6a epeHxunaee rapTaa opwmH cyyaar 6avaar. TagHuir Carxy Taolwb 3¢B3n * rpTa3d
aMbZiapAar TaOUCT CaHBaapTaH” raXx Ayyaaar. JHIAXYY CaHXy Taolwb Hb X3A43H MSIHFAH apBaH XK
6aicaH 6a T3Arasp Hb TIHAXWUMH HYTIUIAH XyMyycC Baraar 6aiixaa.

< Tao T3 YMH

Tao T3 uMH 6a [laoaaKMHr UX3BYN3H J1ao3b rax ayyaaar 6a aH3 Hb TAOM3MUIH TYYX3HA WMX33X3H
a4y xonborgon erceH. Tapxyy XapraM Hb COHIOAOr yTra 30XMosbiH “"OepTee XyunH Yyagan” acean
“BysiH” racaH yr. SH3 600 Jlao3nap TaousmblH 6MbM cygapTt a4 xonboraon erceH yr oM. SHIXYY
TYYX Hb OIOYH CaHaaHbl 60MOH LWaLlIHbI, @MbTHbI TyXal Y/ UTFAX XaHANarbiH TeN66 X3B MasirniH
X3Car 6ancaH rax y3aar Tyxa AnaH Batu (1975) , Tap Maprax 6airaa nyycyyasa WyyMxX XuMnx
3 3CB3/1 MaraAryy X333 racaH XyrauaaHa M3a3rasx 6ancaH 6arx. SH3 Hb M6 4-p 3yyHa Tao
CW YMHr-bIH XaMIMMH aHXHbl BUUB3PT (XYNIC XaBTrana 30XMOCOH) TAMASMNArAcsH Havaar. DH3 3aH
YANUAH 614YB3p TaOM3MBbIH LWALLHBI YT TYYX3H TypLU X3p3riaracasp MpCcaH 6aiHa. Taousm
Tann6apnary Tapxyy Tao Cu YMHr-biH Tyxai TyHraaH 604coH. Taa epreH A31rap anb alb Hb
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XMY33MIAH 6ac 30HXWMICOH YTra 30XMONA X3N3NUSrAC3H. YYHUIM HUATNAM Tannbap 6on “sHaxyy
raspblH 3ypar, HyTar A3Bcrap 6amxryi “racaH Kop3blOCKMNH ONArONTTON MKW TOCTIN. DHIXYY
YrYnncaH 60M10H HANTN3M OpYyy/ra Hb :

Taousmyya xysBupawrym 6amxk yagHa
YH3H 3aMbIr TOAOPXOMHK YaaHa

EpaniH 6uw eep Har oM ... MCaH banaar.

n

Tao wyya ytraap Hb " 3aM " 3¢Ban " 3apumMM " C3H yr 6a " MeH yaHap ', " TaBunaH ", " 3apumm
", acBan " 60auT 3aM " racaH yr ax33. [yH yxaaHbl nam xyBpar Hap" Tao " Hap 6on
Xs3raapnantrym , xa3raaprym xymyyc. TMMMaac cysn opoH Too Heree unteachable tao-biH-
blH TyxaW 6arwiaxbiH XyBbA TIPXYY YHILMIYMIT 6a3aaxX radk Tes1IeB/I6rACOH K HAr
Xapaa 6apaa wnapxuinngar . Tao transcendent , Top 6yc 6a xan6aprym 6anx rax ...-a
MUTMBrAC3H . X3HLUeE , 3H3 H3P ererpg 3CB3/ aHruaarpax yagaxrym . Y yryr " tao " Tao
limiting ™ H3p ™ XX raX)k aroyNTan XOpXxon Xyprax TyHraaH 6opgorgox 6onox . Heree
Tao Cu YmHr thematically 3axnanra erergcenryin . However , yr 6MuB3puiH T3pXYy
ron c3A43B AaXVH AAXWH OJIOHTOO AGHIeX WaJIMXIyu snraatam , xyBunbap HapumBunaH
6on0BCcpyynax awmrnaxk 6araa eepuiiH caHaar omnryynaracaH . 6aMranvir revolve
around 6ac x3px3H YYHUWUI OJDK aBax A . Tao unnameable 6aix raXxx xancsH 6a acap
oM 6ara apra H3BT ryuudanayymx 6avraa 6avpar . TaHa 6on thetao Cv YnHr-biH aHram
opuyynra wayya y3c3H 6anpar smap , 6a Toqopxou opuyysra apra 3yl XxaMrumH
canxaH 6avaar sMap ra WMPTIH Xap)X 6anraa H31334 M3TMILA3H . Yr Tao Cu YuHr-
bIH IH3 6YPMAH OPUYYNrbiH TyXaW X3/13J1LYY3r 60/10H MapraaH LWMPYYH , F'YH3ruu
entrench-caH xapyyu waapaax 6ok yagHa .

Yr Tao Cv YmHr g33p H3H 3pTHMK Taunbap 6on TagHMK eeprMiiH aMuHbI 6apyyH Tang
yyxan a4 xon6orgonToii 6mussp . Heree Xawaxr FoHr Taiin6ap Heree 2" 3yyH
aHIJIMAH cyM , 6a ayTaxrym 6on30wWwrym xaMmrumH Hactav Tann6aprt 6mMucaH 6onsowryi
raX33p XaMrMmH uX oN1I0H 6aicaH , 6ues 6apbaar . TAPXYy OpO/ILIOry XOHOI pyy
AamxuracaH 6ancaH Heree Tao Cu YUMHr-biH 3H3XYY x3Bs13n Heree yyxan ay
xonb6orgonTton Tannbap Heree xiang ' er , 3H3Xyy TOSHMpMH MacT3pCc-biH TIPXYY
3aMaac XxaMr'miH 36HA66H 0J1 Yyxan au xosborgonToi 6ary MWIBN-bIH HAr, 6ac BaHr
Bb-bIH Taun6apbir 6arraapar .

< 3XyaHr3b

DH3XYY 3XyaHr3b MC3H H3P Hb TAOWUCT HIPTIN XONBOOTOM, MIBY CasxaH YYHUNI epHeaNIH
3pA3MT3/ HOMbIH EPTOHLIeA YHIH 36B r3A3rT Hb 3pransaraunxsaj 6ariHa. Yump Hb 3XyaHr3b HOM
X3BM3rA9H rapcaH. JHaxXyy 3XyaHr3b HOM Hb YPra/DKUACIH YIMNH 30XMON , SIpyy Hawmpar , wor
60noH MapraaHbIr aryyngar. ONoH yaaarviH sHaXyy XananuyynruiH 6atanraa 6a co43B Hb
T3Ar33pUNH €pANMH COHroaor, epHesn GpunocouitH 3epunnTai 6a HapuiH 6aranbIr XxapyyncaH
HOM tOM , TUMM33C YI HOMJIONbIH H3P Hb (3X3HIMMHI) 3acarAcaH. DHAXYY 3XyaHr3uiH yWun siBaan
Hb OPOJILOH TOrNOrYAbIH H3PCUIH TOOHA 0pox KoHdykuyc 60HO .

+ Nao3aH

[1ao3aH Hb UXx3BYN3H TAOWCT A3r XKasar M r3x spuraaar. SH3 Hb aHX XXuH 60/10H TaHruiH
HOEpXO/blH XyrauaaHa 6uin 60n1coH 6@ MUHIMIAH HOEPXONbIH XyrauaaHa X3BN3H HUMTNSMACOH
6aiiHa. Yr MuHr Hb oponuooroop 1500 eryynnaryyaminH 6artaacaH. bypxaH wallHbl TPUMbIH yr
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XKWLLI33 Hb AaxXWH 6aliHa, 3H3 Hb " aryn ™, ™ xuimMan aryn * ra) Xoép xyBaaracaH. T34 XaMrumH
eHAPeeC XaMruiiH 004 Tanpyy Hb 30XMOrACOH.

1. “ yHaH " 3cBan " pean " -rrb- Tapxyy 3x3H XxuiMan aryn-gar . Yr LaHrkuHr 6uusap opyynaar .

2. -Irb- " yn onnrorgox 6arpan * %-par -rrb- aHaxyy KcyaH xuiman aryin-gar . Heree JInHr6ao
6nbnu cygap opyynaar .

3. -Irb-"" ## Taax mMaa -rrb- Heree LLsH xuiMan aryi-aar . Haxyy MaowaH ( yparinyymk
OrHoon-x 6avraa 6artaa Tekct ) unpyynax *LU-aar .

TekcT -Irb- Jaowb -rrb- [laowb epeHxuinaee a3H3Xyy [ao3aHr-biH X3B/I3H HUAT3MNCIH XyBunbap
36B16r66 aB , MBY XYH BYPTai COHro-ryi Xyp , 3CB3/ 6B6JIXK aBaar , Heree [lao3aHr-a 6artaacaH
. DAra3p VW3 OyTaH pyy 6arwaac yeHuit Tenee (IOMbIr) eByynaraunxssg 6aiiHa .

Yr WaHrkuHr cypryynba Taolcm scriptural cyaanraa ayHayyp caHan 6onrox 6ainraarmiH
ynamnan 6amaar . JlaBTan 61MUB3pP ONIOHTOO HOMOXYNL, LI33XKI3P YHLUMXK Baiiraas Har
MOHXWUMHT3M LarHaraax 60/Ho 3 3H3 ...-A4 UTMAMAC3H .

Adherents
Taomcu-bIH yr unyy 633pcaH 6on 6artaax 6arraa Taolcm TorT baiiraa xamraanax y3yynanTuiiH
anasB aH3 b6arixaac 60K , TOOL000X 63pX . XATaAblH YHASCHWM LWALLIMH CYC3r CYPryyanmk
6alraa Mpraa-biH yr uinyy 633pcaH A6pBeH 0P ABHIrexX 3yyH cast 6aix ra) TOrTOOrACOH . OJIOH
Heree XaMruiH ofIoH TOOTOM XATaAblH XYMYYC XOEpP 3apvM 3aMa TaoncT ynamxnansa
Heneenerpumxeen 6anHa . Xopb Aaxb casiHaac 60N10H Maraarym Xstagag AyTaxryui onoH wwur 400
cast pyy raHuaapaa Taowcl worldwide nyy>xuH xapBax 6YCHWUIA 3H3XYY USTYY OCrOCHbI TeNee
YH313AT .

CasxaH , TaHA TaOMCT WallMH CYCTUAH HBree XyY/bUYWUIH I.M.)-UIr CIP3ar-aa-x Xy4
YapMaunnT 3apuM baricaH . 1956-a , Tapxyy XsTaablH TaoncT HUramnar TeneswUraceH 6amncaH ,
6ac 1957-a anbaH écHbl cavlwaan aBcaH . IH3 yr CoénbiH XyBbCrasbliH Typll Mao-biH A00ryyp
TaTaH 6yyraceH , rBY 1980-4 re-established-caH 6aiicaH . DH3Xyy HUMMAMNSruiiH Heree
headquarters 60n KyaH3x3H-blH yr JIOHrM3H MeYpuiH banityH guan , 3cBan HyaHui uaraaH Yyn
Cym ,-4.

[a3ap 3yMH XyBba , TaoWcM XaTad XyMYYCT CyypblUuyyfcaH byc : eep eep xaTaablH diaspora xyw
xamTnar 6a ax rasap Xataa , TarBaH , Manans , CuHranyp ,-A XaMruiH cavH gannagar .

COJOHroc ync , INoH ync , 6010H BbeTHaMyNC-blH 3H3XYY 6CreBep HeneenceH . OpunH YEUH ye
XypTan , BbeTHamync 6a ToM non-chinese 3anraag 6ok 6anraa , ConoHroc ync 6ycaa -Irb- Koyk
BYT3H callH egep XMnasr ra Xuwssnban xapaar -rrb- TatymxcaH 6anxbiH Tyna 6utrun OpraHnsag
Taoncm caHargpar . TarBaHa -Irb- aHaxyy xyH aMmHbl 33 % -rrb- 7.5 cas nprag Taowcy, wur
eepcannree TaHbaar . CuHranyp-a , T3pxyy XyH amMHbl 8.5 % TaoWcT Wwur eepcamnree TaHbaar .
T3HA 60N TYYHUN3H yr epHea XyMYYCT TaoMCL-biH XMxuUr number .

Practices

WTranTan 60n130X04 , XYHC T3)33/1 3H3XYY een 6oncoH and\/or yr 6ypxHbl 3H3XYY MEH YaHap pyy
TaXWN LWKUF epX TaBbCaH , WKWr yr KUHFMUHE BaspbiH TypLl 6aik Maraaryv . 3H3 HaAnan-caH
aMbTaH , aaun raxav 60M10H Hyrac , 3CBaN XMMC b6arTaaxx 6on3owryn . XKocc LaacHbl TIpXYY
TYMM3pA3X ,-Mir 3cBan I3 6anap baHk HOT3C ,-MUr—OumL LU3B3p MUK LT YT rafnaap MACSH
WAHXYY AYP TOPXWUIAH rapy UpX Taapaa Heree aBaxaf ,-WWr TaxunrbiH AaxuH 63nTran waapaaar
r3BY Heree 60AMT 3yW—Heree CNMPTaH A31XMIA , ONAOLTOM anb ab Hb XUX bairaa
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departedloved Har 6010H BULIMPCIH eBer A3343C,-blH Tenee wur . bycaa y3yypT , AYYP3H 3CBIN
AaH HOrooroop X0O0J/I0rY X001 TYPraH Xaparaax 6onsowryn .

Bac Togopxol aMpanT [33p , ryAamMHbl xarcaan 6on . Taarasp 6on invariably flower-covered
noay HaBTPYYNar sByyn-x 6anraa ynamxnant xenkMuiH ypnar 6a firecracker waapaaar wornor
aBaan . T3 TYYHYISH 3N43B siH3aap Nnyy 6yxur 6a apcnaH 6yxur ; -Irb- onoHToo * HaiiM aaxb
D33HT3H 3axmupard HOEH " 60/I0H yr ™ 40100 AyraapTan 333HT3H 3axupary HOéH “-biH -rrb- human-
occupied XypyyH xyyxangsu ; -Irb- " spirit-medium ; shaman “ Z fL-caH -rrb- tongjus 6artaapar
XyTraTah T3gHuIM apbC ; aanabiH makeup-a kungfu-practicing xyHaaTran xamraanary 6angar ,
BaxknaxxmaHr ; 6ac god-images T33x 6airaa palanquin-unr 3yccaH xaH . Thevarious oponuory
XY>KUIUYMH TyHraaH 604COH , MBY H3M33H acyynTaa yr 6ypxaH 6010H ron caHaaraap 333MLUC3HIYM
Ganryn .

-- 3ypxan , 933H XAAHbI; XYP23/13H; APAJT; UTAJIN YuHr , 6ac divination-biH 6ycaa 63nTran
6arTaax 6anraa—fortune-telling yaaaH ynamxnant Taonct xeeuenaex HartnaH 6040raumxoos,
6aiHa . MagnyMLmn TYYHYNI3H 3apuM siBUYY Bynarnang TynraparacaH epreH . TaHg 6o
6angraapaa planchette 6uumx TyypBux ayHAyyp CYpryynb XMUrACeH TapXxyy spirit-writing 60n10H -
Irb- agun tongji -rrb- mediumship-biH ganynH 63nTraNn 3aBCap XMY3IUNH 60/TI0H HUMFMUNH SNrax .

Mx onoH Taolcu 6ac HOMbIH Heree cyaanraa , LWWWMHXKUAM3 6@ 6UYMX TyypBMXaZ OpoaLAOr . H3
X3n63puiAH taoist MpraHni 3apL , axmmar HacHebl retiree , 6ar 3CB3N OPUMH L@rMnH UarT , ux
CYPryy/MnH TOHXUM-X-bIH TyNA XaHanaratan 6anaar . LawHbl TaoncM-Tal aaBxapaaar H3n33/
TaHA 6arpar racaH 4, TaHA 60N 0NIoHTOO TarMnbapT Yyxan ad xonborgonTton divergence .
YnrapuiiH Tenee , BaHr bb , -Irb- 60n10H yijing -rrb- 3Haxyy J1ao3b-4 XaMrmiH e4 TOYHeeH Hap
HeneeTan philosophical TainnbapnaryniiH Har , KoHdykmaH 6aicaH .

WYY OCrOCOH TYyJlaaHbl ypiar ynamxnianbiH , Tyxaunban t * aus Yb Y ' uan , barya 3xaHr , JanaB4
YyH , Won KO3H AT Xyye! XyaHr , Bak Maii Man , bok ®oy Mait , AB FoHr MooH KcuHr bln KyaH
XOEp WYY acap 3CB3 WYY XMXKUI X3p X3aMx33 pyy TaoucT 3apunm buenan 6ongor , 6a 3apum
3MY T3Ar33puiiH TaolcM cypryynumk banraaruinH apra 6ainx ypnarvir TyHraan 6oazor .

Taoist symbols and images

-Irb- ™ HaMaH trigram ™ -rrb- 3Haxyy TaxuTy -Irb- " yin 6a yang " -rrb- 63nra Tamaar K4k &
afMNIXaH CaH Wwur Tapxyy H6aknaBapblH 33par gua /\Et TaoncT 631r3A3nT31M XYHTIM HUANSTACSH .
Bapar 6yra33paa TaoWcT 6anryynnara Tapxyy yin 6010H yang 631rs TaMArMMH X3parns3 YnMasr
rAC3H Y, HAr TYYHUN3H confucian , neo-confucian acBan pan-chinese 3H3 ayyAax YaacaH . Heree
yin yang Hap “ C “-uiir , -Irb- Xap acBan YnaaH -rrb- yin-tain aHaxyy 6apyyH Tan A33p X3B3HA
opyynVivc . Har 6on taoist 6anryynnara gan6aa 60noH noro , Yamapxan 3ypragyrrap AaBxapT ,
[93p OEX WMr 3H3 631r3 TaMA3M aXkurnax 6oN30Lryn 3CB3/1 CaHBaapTHbI 43311 pyy Oé-caH . ayy
dynasty ax cypeamkug 3aacHaap , 3H3 yr 10™ 3yyHbl Xypa3ncaH yycasr . Ypba eMHe , yin yang
X0ép 6ap 6a nyyHa 63nragan 6onroracoH bavicaH .

Taoist cym Tanbait acean triangular ganbaa maHayymx 6onsowryn . Taa 6aiaraapaa »XuWur 3ypar
3CB3N ep byCblH BUYMXK TYYPBUX OHLIFOWTK Xapyyn-aar 60/10H X M3T calH 34 6asinar , onwponT
HaCHbl X3MX33 , aBYpax M , Opyy/k 6airaa YMrnan Tapxyy YXrCAWiH yr MeH YaHapbiH Tenee
ery 6alraa eep eep 30puynant buenyynax rax 6oaoracoH Heree nanbaa ypna noo30H Hap 6ues
Heree bypxaH 3CB3/1 MeHXe Ayypcaraax XYHUi T3arasp 6aiix 6onsoLwryi .

JOJTIOOH opaToi Taxvp Myxup LUyraM xaasia y3Yy/i3racaH , -lrb- acean yr bywens ( 36.3 1), yr
XATafAblH AYNX XYH -rrb- Tapxyy ran3yy xynraHa teneesnx 6airaa . SHaxyy LUaHr [piHacTbl-4
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TapXyy XaH [blHacTbl XyrauaaHz , 3H3 3HaxXyy circumpolar 6ypxaH , Tauin-blH qus ypcran HArtnaH
6oaoracoH 6aricaH baricaH banixan , bypxaHnar Heree ransyy XynaraHa HArtiaH 6oaoracoH 6ancaH
6aiicaH . ©MHea XsaTaa 6ac TaneaHA taoist cym 6aiH 6aiiH multi-colored BaapaH BaapaH
XaBTaHraac XMMC3H ranT WyByy 6ac XsATaAblH Nyy OHLIOWMK eryynasr , TSAr3pUiiH A33Bp33p
onnroraox maraarym . Tap 6ac -Irb- yin-caH 6aik 6airaa Heree ranT LyByyTau -rrb- yin 60/10H
yang- 6airaarniiH Tapxyy 30XULJIbIM Teneesn . Xonbox y3CcaH 63nrs TaMasr 601 X0EP NyYHbl
XOOpOHA ECTOM A33B3p , aAWnXaH CalH Wwur TaHrpUiH 3axupnbiH onthe hairpin-a xaparaax
60Nn30LUryn TOPXYY AYPan33x baliraa ypaaa 6apbaar oM . €peHXUIAAese TarN33 Y r3C3H , Heree
30XMOH BalryynanTtaac 3H3 snra)x canra aMap Y4 HUATUAH OHLUION LUMHX BUTIrMi xsTaablH taoist
ypaH 6apvnraa 6anaar .

Relations with other religions and philosophies

Tao De x0€p 3Haxyy xyrauaa 6on TaoncM-biH 6a KOH@YKMAHNCM XOOPOHA 3A4M3/1LC3H LWALLHBI
philosophical xyrauaa Hap . KoHdykunyc-biH 6arw 6aumnxcaH 6arix rax gaacaH ynamxnanaap
6anpar , J1lao3b-pyy Tapxyy Tao Cv YuHr-biH Heree authorship xyBaapunaracaH . However ,
3HaXYY Tao Cun YnHr KoHdyKMaHUCM-pyy Xapuy YWNA3M WKF YYASH-CaH I3 3apyM 3pA3MT3H ...-4
UTMAAr . 3XyaHr3b , yp Aaraespaap yr KoHdykmMaHc 60/10H Hapa3p yr Moxucu-pyy ypbAaunuicaH
anxam wwur Jlao3b Yynyyaaar , caHaaHbl TyyHUM * Tyyxaa yr confucian-mohist Ec cypTaxyyHsl
MapraaH “-pyy Xapuya Hb T3MK UHMX XaHaax 6airaa .

Ecnon 6ac-aap Tenexea , eepuitH 60401ToMN 6aix 6010H ™ 33pnar * 6anranninH TIPXYY KULLIIIHUIA
as Tan xamaapcaH KoH(YKMAHUCM-bIH HEree epeHxmnii aBax IX3H YEUMH TaoucT TEKCT ronaor .
KoHdyKMaHC HUrM ryT 6ac Yagantanm €c 3yWH YAMPAAMXXUMIH X3ParussHa TyHraaH 604CcoH
X3AMnrasp , écopxyy €c cyptaxyyH TyyxuiH Taolcy ypvanaH AyyAcaH .

XaTaaTan byaablH LWaLlHbl TIpXYY Opox Togopxona TaokcM-Tau , interaction 6a syncretism-aap
3acaracaH 6aicaH . byaablH WalHbl apuyH Cyaap aHx ep Hb * taoism ™ Wwnr xapcaH , SHIXyy
TaoMNCT YrCMMH caH alwmrnax bainraa XataablH-Tall XepBYYN3racaH 6arcan . YaH byaaxucm
Tyxaunban 6mbnm cyaap , TeKCT 60M0H Y XYPT3aN X3/THUIA YN UTrax 6angan , ayTaxryn canH wwr *
3H3 X3P3rnax xyrauaa " opx 6anraarniH Heree taoist xapyyu Hartrax 6aviraa , Taoncm-aap
eepuneraceH barcaH , 30puyncaH . Tapxyy " every-moment ™ Xyy/bUniAH r.M.) X0€p . Taoncm
OpYY/iCaH 3H3XYYy XypL, aMT yeHUI XyrauaaHg 6ypXxHbl WaLlHbl YHASC , aana CYM XMia , LuaraaH
X00N X3p3rnax (Ec) , CNIMPTUIAH XOPUT , XOOCPOSIbIH T3PXYY HOMMoN , 6a Aapx 6airaa apuyH cyaap
tripartite 6anryynnarag . DH3XYyYy WXXWNX3H Lar XyrauaaHbl XyrauaaHa , Yan byaaxvucm Xatag
ByaabiH WaLLWHA XaMriMiH TOM sBUYY 6ynarnan 6010x rk 60/CoH . BypxHbl WallHbl sutra-biH
nnyy 633pcaH AyHAaa 3yyHbl JopHoablH OpHYya A3v TUBA WMAABIPNISCIH 6a TeBMMH A3n TUB MYy
3pT TAOMCT apuyH Cyapaac ON0H TOOTOM MaTepuan YpPUUICIH M YpucTmHa Monnuap ayyccaH .

3yyH , taoism , KoHdykmaHncM , 6010H BypXHbl LWALLIHbI T6166 Y3371 CYPT/ibiH 60IOH YC TOPUIAH
epcenaery ryHss Ta4 Xoép 6ueHass xampTana HeneenceH . Tag MeH 3apyM WKW TecTan agun
YH3 , XyYHWU Terc 6aragan 6ac cypraan aall aBUpbliH OHLIOMK Y33)K 6aiiraa xyMyyHnar dounocogu
T3B3pY 6aKraa 6yrasspas rypeaHTan xyBaanugar . LlarT , XxaMrminH ofioH TOOToM XsiTag XyMyyc
3apuM Lap Xypa3 pyy 6yrasspas rypBaH ynamxnianTtain 33par OMIrocoH . TapXyy rypsaH
CypryynuiiH ragaaa 6avigan sHaxyy neo-confucian cypryynba synthesise-ra-caH 6aian
institutionalised 3H3 601COH .

ApTxyp CyonaHxayap eopr Bunxanm ®puagpny Xaxn Xo€p anb anb Hb TAONCM-bIH 30XMOCOH .
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Mup3a Taxup AxMaa , TYYHUI HOMA Tapxyy Axmaanist MycnnM XamTblH HUArSMASruinH yr
pepeBayrasp Kanud Unpyynax , PawmnHanutel , Magnar npodau-pyy eepumree xapyysn-caH ,
aa)kKMaap eHeefep XaparacaH yHZ 36HA66H 011 3yyHaap afMiH 3HaXyy 3ypBac 6uuur detoriate-
caH . YyHui xyrauaaHa T3p XXyaancm , XpucTocbiH WwatmH 6010H JlanbiH walmH Tuim 6ycag,
YNaMXaNT LWALLWH CYCIITaM Heree XsTafblH Y1aMXIanT LWallKH cycar 6ac TaoucM Xonbox y3asr

Taoism

Taoism (also spelled Daoism) refers to a philosophical or religious tradition in which the basic
concept is to establish harmony with the Tao (i&), which is the mechanism of everything that
exists. The word “Tao” (or “"Dao”, depending on the romanization scheme) is usually translated as
“way”, “path” or “principle”, although the word literally means “nature” as in the nature of all
things as well as the natural world. Taoism had not only a profound influence on the culture of
China, but also on neighboring countries. While the philosophical Taoism is not institutionalized,
the religious Taoism is institutionalized and present in multiple countries. Taoist philosophy is
deeply rooted in contemporary China, and is an unavoidable part of modern Chinese life. Taoist
propriety and ethics emphasize the Three Jewels of the Tao: compassion, moderation, and

humility, while Taoist thought generally focuses on nature, the relationship between humanity and
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the cosmos (K AfHR); health and longevity; and wu wei (action through inaction). Harmony with
the Universe, or the source thereof (Tao), is the intended result of many Taoist rules and practices.
Reverence for ancestor spirits and immortals is common in popular Taoism. Organized Taoism
distinguishes its ritual activity from that of the folk religion, which some professional Taoists
(Daoshi) view as debased. Chinese alchemy (including Neidan), astrology, cuisine, Zen Buddhism,
several Chinese martial arts, traditional Chinese medicine, feng shui, and many styles of gigong
have been intertwined with Taoism throughout history.

Spelling and pronunciation &

English-speakers ongoingly debate the preferred romanization of the words “Daoism” and “Taoism”. The
root Chinese word j& “way, path” is romanized fao in the older Wade—Giles system and ddo in the modern
Pinyin system. In linguistic terminology, English 7aoism/Daoism is a calque formed from the Chinese
loanword fao/dao & “way; route; principle” and the native suffix -ism. The sometimes heated arguments
over Taoism vs. Daoism involve sinology, phonemes, loanwords, and politics — not to mention whether
Taoism should be pronounced /'tas.izem/ or [/ dav.izem/. Daoism is consistently pronounced
[ daw.1zam/, but English speakers disagree whether 7aoism should be / daw.izem/ or /'taws.izem/. In
theory, both Wade-Giles fao and Pinyin dao are articulated identically, as are 7aoism and Daoism. An
investment book titled 7he Tao Jones Averages (a pun on the Dow Jones Indexes) illustrates this /daw/
pronunciation’s widespread familiarity. In speech, 7ao and 7aoism are
often pronounced /'tas/ and 'tav.izam/, reading the Chinese
unaspirated lenis (“weak”) /t/ as the English voiceless stop consonant
/t/. Lexicography shows American and British English differences in
pronouncing 7aoism. A study of major English dictionaries published in
Great Britain and the United States found the most common 7aoism
glosses were /taws.1zom/ in British sources and /daw.1zem, tas.1zom/ in
| American ones.

Categorization

There is debate over how, and whether, Taoism should be
categorized. Livia Kohn divided it into the following three
categories:

" 1. Philosophical Tagism\(paoj/a (Pinyin: Daojig) %) — A philosophical school based on the
texts Dao De Jing GETELR) and Zhuangzi (3EF);

2. Religious Taoism (Daojiao (Pinyin.: Daojiao) &%) — A family of organized Chinese religious
movements originating from the Celestial Masters movement during the late Han Dynasty
and later including the “Orthodox” (Zhengyi1E—) and “Complete Reality” (Quanzhen = 1§)
sects, which claim lineages going back to Lao Zi (-F) or Zhang Daoling in the late Han

Dynasty;
3. Folk Taoism — The Chinese folk religion.

This distinction is complicated by hermeneutic (interpretive) difficulties in the categorization of
Taoist schools, sects and movements. Some scholars believe that there is no distinction between
Daojia and Daojiao. According to Kirkland, “"most scholars who have seriously studied Taoism,
both in Asia and the West, have finally abandoned the simplistic dichotomy of 7ao-chia and 7ao-
chiao, ‘philosophical Taoism’ and ‘religious Taoism.” Hansen states that the identification of
“Taoism” as such first occurred in the early Han Dynasty when dao-jia was identified as a single
school. The writings of Laozi and Zhuangzi were linked together under this single tradition during
the Han Dynasty, but notably not before. It is unlikely that Zhuangzi was familiar with the text of
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the Daodejing. Additionally, Graham states that Zhuangzi would not have identified himself as a
Taoist, a classification that did not arise until well after his death. Taoism does not fall strictly
under an umbrella or a definition of an organized religion like the Abrahamic traditions, nor can it
purely be studied as the originator or a variant of Chinese folk religion, as much of the traditional
religion is outside of the tenets and core teachings of Taoism. Robinet asserts that Taoism is
better understood as a way of life than as a religion, and that its adherents do not approach or
view Taoism the way non-Taoist historians have done. Henri Maspero noted that many scholarly
works frame Taoism as a school of thought focused on the quest for immortality.

History &

White Cloud Monastery, Beijing

Some forms of Taoism may be traced to prehistoric folk religions in China that later
coalesced into a Taoist tradition. Laozi is traditionally regarded as the founder of Taoism and is
closely associated in this context with “original”, or “primordial”, Taoism. Laozi received imperial
recognition as a divinity in the mid-2"® century BCE. Taoism gained official status in China during
the Tang Dynasty, whose emperors claimed Laozi as their relative. Several Song emperors, most
notably Huizong, were active in promoting Taoism, collecting Taoist texts and publishing editions
of the Daozang. Aspects of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism were consciously synthesized in
the Neo-Confucian school, which eventually became Imperial orthodoxy for state bureaucratic
purposes. The Qing Dynasty, however, much favored Confucian
classics over Taoist works. During the 18™ century, the imperial
library was constituted, but excluded virtually all Taoist books. By
the beginning of the 20" century, Taoism had fallen much from
favor (for example, only one complete copy of the Daozang still
remained, at the White Cloud Monastery in Beijing). Taoism is
one of five religions recognized by the People’s Republic of China and regulates its activities
through a state bureaucracy (the China Taoist Association).

Beliefs -

A Taoist Temple in Taiwan, showing elements of the Jingxiang religious practice and sculptures of
Dragon and Lion guardians Taoist beliefs include teachings based on revelations from various
sources. Therefore, different branches of Taoism often have differing beliefs, especially
concerning nature. Nevertheless, there are certain core beliefs that nearly all the sects
share.! These relate to the symbology of the Tai-Chi, or Yin Yang symbol, and the notion of wu-
wei (action through inaction) which seek to counterbalance Yin with Yang at every opportunity.
Generally speaking, Taoists believe in embodiment and pragmatism, engaging practice to actualize
the natural order within themselves. Also, they believe that life should be peaceful and filled with

Joy.
Principles

Taoist theology emphasizes various themes found in the Daodejing and
Zhuangzi, such as naturalness, vitality, peace, “non-action” (wu wei, or
“effortless effort”"—see below), emptiness (refinement), detachment,
flexibility, receptiveness, spontaneity, the relativism of human ways of
life, ways of speaking and guiding behavior.
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Tao

7ao literally means “way”, but can also be interpreted as road, channel, path, doctrine, or line.
Wing-tsit Chan stated that Tao meant a system of morality to Confucianists, but that it meant the
natural, eternal, spontaneous, indescribable way things began and pursued their course to Taoists.
Hansen disagrees that these were separate meanings and attributes. Cane asserts Tao can be
roughly stated to be the flow of the universe, or the force behind the natural order, equating it
with the influence that keeps the universe balanced and ordered. Martinson says that Tao is
associated with nature, due to a belief that nature demonstrates the Tao. The flow of gi, as the
essential energy of action and existence, is often compared to the universal order of Tao. Tao is
compared to what it is not, which according to Keller is similar to the negative theology of
Western scholars. It is often considered to be the source of both existence and non-existence.
LaFargue asserts that Tao is rarely an object of worship, being treated more like the Indian
concepts of atman and dharma.

De (Te)

Tao is also associated with the complex concept of De (&) “power; virtue; integrity”, that is, the
active expression of Tao. De is the active living, or cultivation, of that “way”. (De is also spelled
‘Teh” or ‘Te’ in some transliteration schemes)

Wu wei

Wu wei (simplified Chinese: Jt/7; traditional Chinese: #%f%; pinyin: wuwéj or Chinese: %) is a
central concept in Taoism. The literal meaning of wu weiis “without action”. It is often expressed
by the paradox we/ wu wei, meaning “action without action” or “effortless doing”. The practice
and efficacy of wu wei are fundamental in Taoist thought, most prominently emphasized in
philosophical Taoism. The goal of wu wei is alignment with Tao, revealing the soft and invisible
power within all things. It is believed by Taoists that masters of wu wei can observe and follow
this invisible potential, the innate in-action of the Way. In ancient Taoist texts, wu wers is
associated with water through its yielding nature. Taoist philosophy proposes that the universe
works harmoniously according to its own ways. When someone exerts their will against the world,
they disrupt that harmony. Taoism does not identify one’s will as the root problem. Rather, it
asserts that one must place their will in harmony with the natural universe. Thus, a potentially
harmful interference is to be avoided, and in this way, goals can be achieved effortlessly.

Pu

Pu (simplified Chinese: #}; traditional Chinese: £; pinyin: pd, pu, Wade-Giles: p’u; lit. “uncut
wood") is translated “uncarved block”, “unhewn log”, or “simplicity”. It is a metaphor for the state
of wu wei (f&5%) and the principle of jian ({&). It represents a passive state of receptiveness. Puis
a symbol for a state of pure potential and perception without prejudice. In this state, Taoists
believe everything is seen as it is, without preconceptions or illusion. Puis usually seen as keeping
oneself in the primordial state of {go. It is believed to be the true nature of the mind, unburdened
by knowledge or experiences. In the state of pu, there is no right or wrong, beautiful or ugly.
There is only pure experience, or awareness, free from learned labels and definitions. It is this
state of being that is the goal of following wu wer.

Spirituality : Further information: Taoism and death

Taoists believe that man is a microcosm for the universe. The body ties directly into the Chinese
five elements. The five organs correlate with the five elements, the five directions and the seasons.
Akin to the Hermetic maxim of “as above, so below”, Taoism posits that man may gain knowledge
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of the universe by understanding himself. In Taoism, even beyond Chinese folk religion, various
rituals, exercises, and substances are said to positively affect one’s physical and mental health.
They are also intended to align oneself spiritually with cosmic forces, or enable ecstatic spiritual
journeys. These concepts seem basic to Taoism in its elite forms. Internal alchemy and various
spiritual practices are used by some Taoists to improve health and extend life, theoretically even
to the point of physical immortality.

Eschatology -
Pantheon
Laozi depicted as a Taoist teacher

Further information: Category:Chinese deities The traditional Chinese religion is polytheistic. Its many
deities are part of a heavenly hierarchy that mirrors the bureaucracy of Imperial China. According to
their beliefs, Chinese deities may be promoted or demoted for their actions. Some deities are also
simply exalted humans, such as Guan Yu, the god of honor and piety. The particular deities worshipped
vary according to geographical regions and historical periods in China, though the general pattern of
worship is more constant. There are disagreements regarding the proper composition of this
pantheon.% Popular Taoism typically presents the Jade Emperor as the official head deity. Intellectual
(Melite”) Taoists, such as the Celestial Masters sect, usually present Laozi (Laojun, “Lord Lao”) and the

Three Pure Ones at the top of the pantheon of deities. While a number of

v immortals or other mysterious figures appear in the Zhuangzi, and to a lesser

extent in the 7ao Te Ching, these have generally not become the objects of

worship. Traditional conceptions of Tao are not to be confused with the

Western concepts of theism and monotheism. Being one with the Tao does

not indicate a union with an eternal spirit in the Hindu sense, but rather living

in accordance with nature.

Ethics
For more details on this topic, see Three Treasures (Taoism).

The Three Jewels, or Three Treasures, (Chinese: —%; pinyin: sanbao; Wade-Giles: san-pao) are
basic virtues in Taoism. The Three Jewels are compassion, moderation, and humility. They are
also translated as kindness, simplicity (or the absence of excess), and modesty. Arthur Waley
describes them as “[t]he three rules that formed the practical, political side of the author’s
teaching”. He correlated the Three Treasures with “abstention from aggressive war and capital

I/ZA\\

punishment”, “absolute simplicity of living”, and “refusal to assert active authority”.

Sexuality : See also: Taoist sexual practices

In the Taoist view of sexuality the body is viewed as a positive asset, and mind and body are not
set in contrast or opposition with each other. Sex is treated as a vital component to romantic love;
however, Taoism emphasizes the need for self-control and moderation. In Taoism, sex can be
encouraged however only where natural (not rough or forced in any way). Complete abstinence is
frequently treated as equally dangerous as excessive sexual indulgence. Taoists believe that a
man may increase and nourish his own vitality by bringing a woman to orgasm. The female’s
orgasm activates and strengthens her jing, which has a nourishing and balancing effect on that of
the male. The energy released during either one’s orgasm can be harnessed and led up the
Governor vessel/channel to nourish the brain, for additional benefit to the longevity of that partner.
The Chinese government prefers the celibate model of Buddhism for Taoist clergy. Quanzhen
clergy take vows of celibacy, but Zhengyi clergy are often married, and often reside at home.
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They are called sanju Taoshi, or “Taoist priests who live at home.” Numbering in the tens of
thousands, the sanju Taoshi perform rituals for their local communities.

Texts

Taoist Priest in Macau, February 2006
Tao Te Ching : See also: Tao Te Ching

The 7ao Te Ching, or Daodejing, also often called Laozj is widely regarded to be the most
influential Taoist text. The title means “The Classic of the Way and Its Power or Virtue”. It is a
foundational scripture of central importance in Taoism purportedly written by Laozi. However, the
authorship and precise date that it was written is still the subject of debate. Alan Watts (1975)
held that this view was part of an academic fashion for skepticism about historical spiritual and
religious figures, arguing that not enough would be known for years, or possibly ever, to make a
firm Judgment The earliest text of the 7ao Te Ching that's been excavated (written on bamboo
B tablets) dates back to the late 4™ century BC. It has been used as a ritual
text throughout the history of religious Taoism. Taoist commentators have
deeply considered the opening lines of the 7ao Te Ching. They are widely
discussed in both academic and mainstream literature. A common
interpretation is similar to Korzybski’s observation that “the map is not the
territory”. The opening lines, with literal and common translation, are:

W W E, FE W . (Tao (way or path) can be said, not
constant/regular/persistent way)
"The Way that can be described is not the true Way.”
4 " 4, W 44 .  (names can be named, not usual names)
“4 "The Name that can be named is not the constant Name.”

Tao literally means “path” or “way” and can figuratively mean “essential nature”, “destiny”,
“principle”, or “true path”. The philosophical and religious “Tao"” is infinite, without limitation. One
view states that the paradoxical opening is intended to prepare the reader for teachings about the
unteachable Tao. Tao is believed to be transcendent, indistinct and without form. Hence, it cannot
be named or categorized. Even the word “Tao” can be considered a dangerous temptation to
make 7o a limiting “name”. The Tao Te Ching is not thematically ordered. However, the main
themes of the text are repeatedly expressed using variant formulations, often with only a slight
difference.’® The leading themes revolve around the nature of Tao and how to attain it. Tao is
said to be unnameable and accomplishing great things through small means. There is significant
debate regarding which English translation of the Tao Te Ching is preferred, and which particular
translation methodology is best. Discussions and disputes about various translations of the Tao Te
Ching can become acrimonious, involving deeply entrenched views. Ancient commentaries on the
Tao Te Ching are important texts in their own right. The Heshang Gong commentary was most
likely written in the 2™ century CE, and as perhaps the oldest commentary, contains the edition of
the Tao Te Ching that was transmitted to the present day. Other important commentaries include
the Xiang'er, one of the most important texts from the Way of the Celestial Masters, and Wang
Bi's commentary.

Zhuangzi

The Zhuangzi (1) is traditionally attributed to a Taoist sage of the same name, but this has
recently been disputed in western academia. Zhuangzi also appears as a character in the book'’s
narrative. The Zhuangzi contains prose, poetry, humour and disputation. The book often is seen
as complex and paradoxical as the arguments and subjects of discussion are not those common to
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classical Western philosophy, such as the doctrine of Name Rectification (Zhengming) and
correctly making “this/not-this” distinctions (shi/fei). Among the cast of characters in the
Zhuangzi's stories is Confucius.

Daozang

The Daozang (iEjE, Treasury of Tao) is sometimes referred to as the Taoist canon. It was
originally compiled during the Jin, Tang, and Song dynasties. The version surviving today was
published during the Ming Dynasty. The Ming Daozang includes almost 1500 texts. Following the

example of the Buddhist Tripitaka, it is divided into three dong (ilil, “caves”, “grottoes”). They are
arranged from “highest” to “lowest”:

1. The Zhen (“real” or “truth” E) grotto. Includes the Shangging texts.
2. The Xuan ("mystery” 32) grotto. Includes the Lingbao scriptures.
3. The Shen ("divine” ##) grotto. Includes texts predating the Maoshan (F L) revelations.

Daoshi (Daoshi) generally do not consult published versions of the Daozang, but individually
choose, or inherit, texts included in the Daozang. These texts have been passed down for
generations from teacher to student. The Shangqing school has a tradition of approaching Taoism
through scriptural study. It is believed that by reciting certain texts often enough one will be
rewarded with immortality.

Other texts : See also: Mozi

While the Tao Te Ching is most famous, there are many other important texts in traditional
Taoism including Mohism. 7aishang Ganying Pian (“Treatise of the Exalted One on Response and
Retribution”) discusses sin and ethics, and has become a popular morality tract in the last few
centuries. It asserts that those in harmony with Tao will live long and fruitful lives. The wicked,
and their descendants, will suffer and have shortened lives. Both the 7ajping Jing ("Scripture on
Great Peace”) and the Baogpuzi ("Book of the Master Who Keeps to Simplicity”) contain early
alchemical formulas that early Taoists believed could lead to immortality.

Adherents

The number of Taoists is difficult to estimate, due to a variety of factors including defining Taoism.
The number of people practicing Chinese folk religion is estimated to be just under four hundred
million. Most Chinese people and many others have been influenced in some way by Taoist
tradition. Estimates for the number of Taoists worldwide range from twenty million and possibly to
as many as 400 million in China alone. Recently, there have been some efforts to revive the
practice of Taoist religion. In 1956, the Chinese Taoist Association was formed, and received
official approval in 1957. It was disbanded during the Cultural Revolution under Mao, but re-
established in 1980. The headquarters of the Association are at Baiyun guan, or White Cloud
Temple, of the Longmen branch of Quanzhen. Geographically, Taoism flourishes best in regions
populated by Chinese people: mainland China, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, and various Chinese
diaspora communities. Taoist literature and art has influenced the cultures of Korea, Japan, and
Vietnam. Organized Taoism seems not to have attracted a large non-Chinese following, except in
Korea (e.g. see Kouk Sun Do) and Vietnam, until modern times. In Taiwan 7.5 million people (33%
of the population) identify themselves as Taoists. In Singapore, 8.5% of the population identify
themselves as Taoist. There are also small humbers of Taoists in the Western world.

Practices
Taoist charm from Tien Hau Temple in San Francisco
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At certain dates, food may be set out as a sacrifice to the spirits of the deceased and/or the gods, such as
during the Qingming Festival. This may include slaughtered animals, such as pigs and ducks, or fruit.
Another form of sacrifice involves the burning of Joss paper, or Hell Bank Notes, on the assumption that
images thus consumed by the fire will reappear—not as a mere image, but as the actual item—in the spirit
world, making them available for revered ancestors and departed loved ones. At other points, a vegan diet
or full fast may be observed. Also on particular holidays, street parades take place. These are lively affairs
which invariably involve firecrackers and flower-covered floats broadcasting traditional music. They also
variously include lion dances and dragon dances; human-occupied puppets (often of the “Seventh Lord”
and “Eighth Lord"); fongji (/L “spirit-medium; shaman”) who cut their skin with knives; Bajiajiang, which
are Kungfu-practicing honor guards in demonic makeup; and palanquins carrying god-images. The various
participants are not considered performers, but rather possessed by the gods and spirits in question.
Fortune-telling—including astrology, I Ching, and other forms of divination—has long been considered a
traditional Taoist pursuit. Mediumship is also widely encountered in some sects. There is an academic and
social distinction between martial forms of mediumship (such as fongj) and the spirit-writing that is
typically practiced through planchette writing. Many Taoists also participate in the study, analysis and
writing of books. Taoists of this type tend to be civil servants, elderly retirees, or in modern times,
university faculty. While there is considerable overlap with religious Taoism, there are often important
divergences in interpretation. For example, Wang Bi, one of the most influential philosophical
commentators on the Laozi (and Yijing), was a Confucian. A number of martial arts traditions, particularly
T’ai Chi Ch'uan, Bagua Zhang, Wing Chun, Won Yuen Yat Hey Jueng, Bak Mei Pai, Bok Fou Pai, Yaw Gong

Moon and Xing Yi Quan, embody Taoist principles to a greater or lesser extent,

and some practitioners consider their art to be a means of practicing Taocism.

Taoist symbols and images

A Chinese dragon at the Mengjia Longshan Temple in Taipei

The T7ajitu (“yin_and yang”) symbol K#&[E as well as the Ba gua /\# (“Eight Trigrams”) are
associated with Taoist symbolism. While almost all Taoist organizations make use of the yin and
yang symbol, one could also call it Confucian, Neo-Confucian or pan-Chinese. The yin and yang
make an “S” shape, with yin (Black or Red) on the right. One is likely to see this symbol as
decorations on Taoist organization flags and logos, temple floors, or stitched into clerical robes.
According to Song Dynasty sources, it originated around the 10t century. Previously, yin and yang
were symbolized by a tiger and dragon. Taoist temples may fly square or triangular flags. They
typically feature mystical writing or diagrams and are intended to fulfill various functions including
providing guidance for the spirits of the dead, to bring good fortune, increase life span, etc. Other
flags and banners may be those of the gods or immortals themselves. A zigzag with seven stars is
sometimes displayed, representing the Big Dipper (or the Bushel, the Chinese equivalent). In the
Shang Dynasty the Big Dipper was considered a deity, while during the Han Dynasty, it was
considered a ¢/ path of the circumpolar god, 7aiyi. Taoist temples in southern China and Taiwan
may often be identified by their roofs, which feature Chinese dragons and phoenix made from
multi-colored ceramic tiles. They also stand for the harmony of yin and yang (with the phoenix
being yin). A related symbol is the flaming pearl which may be seen on such roofs between two
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dragons, as well as on the hairpin of a Celestial Master. In general though, Chinese Taoist
architecture has no universal features that distinguish it from other structures.

Relations with other religions and philosophies

Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism are one, a painting in the /itang style portraying three men
laughing by a river stream, 12" century, Song Dynasty. The terms Tao and De are religious and
philosophical terms shared between Taoism and Confucianism. The authorship of the Tao Te Ching is
assigned to Laozi, who is traditionally held to have been a teacher of Confucius. However, some scholars
believe the Tao Te Ching arose as a reaction to Confucianism. Zhuangzi, reacting to the Confucian-Mohist
ethical disputes in his “history of thought”, casts Laozi as a prior step to the Mohists by nhame and the
Confucians by implication. Early Taoist texts reject the basic assumptions of Confucianism which relied on
rituals and order, in favour of the examples of “wild” nature and individualism. Historical Taoists challenged
conventional morality, while Confucians considered society debased and in need of strong ethical guidance.
The entry of Buddhism into China was marked by interaction and syncretism, with Taoism in particular.
Originally seen as a kind of “foreign Taoism”, Buddhism’s scriptures were translated into Chinese using the
Taoist vocabulary. Chan Buddhism was particularly modified by Taoism, integrating distrust of scripture,
text and even language, as well as the Taoist views of embracing “this life”, dedicated practice and the
“every-moment”. Taoism incorporated Buddhist elements during the Tang period, such as monasteries,
vegetarianism, prohibition of alcohol, the doctrine of emptiness, and collecting scripture in tripartite
organisation. During the same time, Chan Buddhism grew to become the largest sect in Chinese Buddhism.
Christine Mollier concluded that a number of Buddhist sutras found in medieval East Asia and Central Asia
adopted many materials from earlier Taoist scriptures. Ideological and political rivals for centuries, Taoism,
Confucianism, and Buddhism deeply influenced one another. They also
share some similar values, with all three embracing a humanist
philosophy emphasizing moral behavior and human perfection. In time,
most Chinese people identified to some extent with all three traditions
simultaneously. This became institutionalised when aspects of the
three schools were synthesised in the Neo-Confucian school.

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel and Arthur Schopenhauer both wrote of Taoism.

Mirza Tahir Ahmad, the fourth Caliph of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in his book Revelation,
Rationality, Knowledge & Truth sees Taoism in its earliest form as a monotheistic religion divinely
revealed to Prophets, the message of which gradually detoriated over many centuries into what is
seen today. In terms of this he relates Taoism and other Chinese traditional religions with other
traditional Religions such as Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
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