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Wikimedia Foundation

• “Dedicated to encouraging the growth, 
development and distribution of free 
content”

• Not-for-profit - non commercial

• Multilingual - not national

• Neutral - not a political experiment



Licensing

• NO copyrighted works

• Currently: GFDL

• Moving towards Creative Commons 3.0

– Attribution

– Sharealike



Collecting knowledge

永樂大典 (Yongle) 

1402-1424

8,000 texts

Wikipedia

Est. 2001

12,000,000 articles
(+1 every 10 seconds)

Britannica

Est. 1768

120,000 articles



The main non-institutional reference



Wikimedia Commons

• Content library
• 4,000,000+ documents
• All of them for free!

http://commons.wikimedia.org



Wikiversity

• Learning resources
• Learning projects
• From pre-school to university, 

incl. professional and informal learning 

http://www.wikiversity.org



Open-access scientific contents

• Dec.2008: RNA Biology
mandates authors to submit 
summaries of their work on 
Wikipedia



Open-access scientific contents



Open-access scientific contents

• Win-win:
– Knowledge is shared and made 

accessible
– Peer-review quality
– Journal profits from Wikipedia’s visibility
– Authors increase their impact



Next steps

?


