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Wikipedia

Open project - platform for collaboration

‘the sum of all human knowledge’

Peer-review system -> Neutral Point of 
View Policy (NPOV)

Low entry barrier - user login not required



My Interests

Organizational Structure

Psychological Dynamics

• Identity Disclosure 

• Vigor of edits



History Flow 
Visualization

Viegas, F. B., Wattenberg, M., & Dave, K. (2004). Studying cooperation and conflict between authors with 
history flow visualizations. Paper presented at the CHI 2004, Vienna, Austria.

Visualizing edit patterns

Different colors noting the different 
proportion of contributions

Across time         





70 Sample Pages

Mass deletion (all content)

revert in 2.8 minutes

Mass deletion with obscene words involved

revert in 1.7 minutes



IP Edits

24% of the total edits made by ‘anonymous 
users’ 

2,728,953 out of a total of 11,216,050

http://en.wikipedia.org/wikistats/EN/TablesWikipediaEN.htm#namespaces



Research Questions

Who are Wikipedians?

Distribution of Old/New/IP users

What do they disclose about themselves?

Does the extent of disclosure correlate with 
the number of edits?



What is Anonymity? 

Should be defined differently on Wikipedia

1. IP only

2. Users with accounts but w/out user pages 

3. Users with accounts and provide 
information on their user pages

A Spectrum of Disclosure



Research Aim 

Develop a construct in measuring the levels 
of disclosure/anonymity on Wikipedia



How? 

Capture 20 minutes of edits in Wikipedia

12 July 2005 0337 UTC time

1002 edits - 437 unique article edits

232 Unique users with user page, randomly 
analyze 100 of their user pages



Analyzing User Pages

Created a 24-construct scale of Wiki-
Disclosure with 3 categories

Give score when user provides information 
that fall into any 24 constructs

Correlate with user counts on Kate’s tool





Demographic Identity Involvement

name profile picture purpose of participation

geographic location sexual orientation communication leads provided

occupation political inclination stress level

gender religion barnstar

age personal history addiction score

marital status hobbies sophistication of userpage

ethnicity Wikipedia related info

education interaction with fellow users

language sophistication of page layout



 Summation

Three types of Disclosure

✴ demographic information

✴ identity

✴ involvement

OVERALL: summation of the 24-
constructs



The Results



Quick Stats

437 unique authors

148 IPs (33.9%) 

57 New Users (13%)

232 Old Hands (53%)



Is there correlation?

What are the constructs that significantly 
correlate with the number of edits?



Demographic Identity Involvement

name profile picture purpose of participation
geographic (.204)* sexual orientation communication leads provided (.278)**

occupation political incl. stress level
gender religion barnstar (.570)**

age personal history addiction score
marital status hobbies sophistication of userpage
ethnicity Wikipedia related information (.234)**

education interaction with fellow users
language sophistication of page layout (.387)**

Total Total Total  (.425)**



Conclusion

Research with limited scope (sample size)

Edit count is not enough (Quality)

Confused by bots

correlation between IP and quality/quantity 
of edits

indepth interview with the Wikibatmen


