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How can | contribute?

Did you know that there are many different roles you can play on
Wikipedia? Writing is just one of the many options. Here are some of the

Maintainer: Monitors
articles for biased edits
o . Copyeditor: Improves the and corrects them. A
W_IKIGHOI'I_]e. WETES language and grammar in maintainer watches out for
minor edits, fqr an article. changes made. 0)Y
example, spelling contributors with a
corrections. Suggests personal agenda or
article improvements political/philosophical
by leaving messages point of view, and ensures
for the authors by that factual accuracy is
clicking the article : =

Discussion page.

lllustrator:
Uploads images,
photographs,
maps, and visual
aides relevant to

Mediator:

Moderates discussion
on controversial topics,
helps resolve disputes,
and provides guidance
on contributor behavior.

Formatter: Structures or
"wikifies" articles, using
wiki markup, so they are

ier t d.
easier to rea Author: Adds

information to articles
from books, websites,
‘\ newspapers, and other
“‘»\ credible sources. An
IAE author also initiates the
creation of new articles.




User padge and My talk page

There are thousands of contributors who edit Wikipedia each day. Some edits
are not verifiable or are made with a biased perspective. That is why some
Wikipedians monitor almost all edits using Recent changes (under
Interaction in the left menu bar). This feature provides an overview of all
edits made in a particular language version of Wikipedia. Because some
Wikipedians monitor huge numbers of edits they may sometimes delete an
edit that is accurate but not well-written. To prevent that from happening to
you, it is important that you write factual information and reference reliable
sources.

Add information about yourself and your interests to your User page.
Maintaining your USer page is a good way to build trust and provide
authenticity to your edits. Every account has a User page and a My talk page.
You can find the links for the User page and the My talk page at the top right
of your screen. Your User page is accessed by clicking on your username
which appears next to the bust icon. Click Edit to write about yourself. Then
click Save page at the bottom of the screen when you are finished writing.










Finally, an article reaches a level where it is so well-written,
sourced, and comprehensive, that only experts can add much
value to it. These articles might be designated as good
articles. A few articles could be recognized by the community
as being of the highest quality. These are designated as
featured articles. Featured articles are displayed on the
Wikipedia main page. It takes time and effort to write articles
at this level. Collaborating to create a featured article is
gratifying and also enhances your status in the Wikipedia
community. Just as all other articles, a featured article

Try it!

What does the Wikipedia
peer review process
involve? Select the
correct answer.

[ ) Review of article quality by
a group of Wikipedians

[ ) Review of article quality by
a group of experts

[ ) Review of article quality by
the Wikimedia Foundation




What makes a quality article?

A quality Wikipedia article is the result of a well defined structure,
encyclopedic content, and an active community:

Structure: providing a clear article
) structure helps readers find information
and assists editors in keeping all aspects
of a topic well organized. One way to k
learn about structure is to study featured
articles, Wikipedia's finest articles. You
can access all featured articles by going
to the Wikipedia main page. At the
bottom of Today's featured article, click
More featured articles. Then scroll
down to Contents and select the subject o
that interests you.
Most quality articles have the
following structure:

Lead section that summarizes

the key points covered in the

article. Note that the lead
section is without a header.

The body of the article follows

the lead section and includes

specific headers and
subheaders. A geographic location,
for example, might have the
following headers: history,
geography, climate, economy, civic
administration, demographics, and
culture.

Appendices and footnotes

appear after the body of the
article. These may include
bibliographies, links to other
Wikipedia articles, notes and
references, relevant publications,
and websites.










Try it!

When you start your article you will need a place to work.
Create your own workspace or "sandbox" where you can edit
your article until it has the three elements.

To create your sandbox: Go to your User page> Click Edit>
write [[User:<Your username>/Sandboxl] > Save page> Click
the link you just created. You are now in your sandbox!

Use the sandbox to write your article. Do not forget to click
Save page when you are done editing. When you are ready,
find another Wikipedia editor who might be interested in the
topic. One way to find an editor is to look at the View history
tab of an article on a similar topic and see who has
contributed to that article. Leave a message on that editor's
Discussion page with a request to review your article. When
you are ready, copy the article content from your sandbox, go
to the topic name you have chosen, click Edit, paste the
content and save the page. Now, that you have created a new
article, do not stop here. Link your article to other articles
where your topic is mentioned.

What are the three
elements to incorporate in
your new article? Select the
correct answer.

() A summary, its notability,
and a source

[ ) A summary, a picture, and
a link to another article

[ ) A name, its notability, and

a source




A WiKipedian

w Print/export
Create a book
Download as PDF
Printable version

v Languages
Semgre Engeen




Now that you have read Welcome to
Wikipedia, you are able to:

Understand how Wikipedia works
Create a Wikipedia user account

Understand Wikipedia's user
interface

List the different ways you can
contribute to Wikipedia

Communicate with other users
through your My talk page

Explain how an article evolves
on Wikipedia

Describe the attributes of a
quality article

writing quality articles,

and spreading
knowledge that can be
accessed for free!

http://bookshelf.wikimedia.org
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Are you one of the 12 million people who use
Wikipedia each day?

Everyday people all over the world use Wikipedia
to help with school projects, business plans,
personal research, and to plan travel. They use it
to spark new ideas, and to brainstorm concepts.
They use it to explore distant lands, ancient
cultures, fine art, civic leaders, and recent events.

Welcome to Wikipedia is a reference guide for
anyone who wants to take the next step and help
gather and share the sum of all human
knowledge.

Follow Sara as she makes her first edits on
Wikipedia. In the process, you will learn key
concepts, guidelines, information, and tools, to
get you to start contributing to Wikipedia.

Wikimedia Foundation

149 New Montgomery Street, 3rd Floor .
San Francisco, CA 94105 USA . '
The Wikimedia Foundation is a non-profit charitable

organization that runs Wikipedia and other freely
licensed websites. WIKIMEDIA

FOUNDATION





