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Wikipedians Are Born, Not Made

A Study of Power Editors on Wikipedia

Katherine Panciera, Aaron Halfaker, Loren Terveen
Grouplens Research
Department of Computer Science and Engineering
Unliversity of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesata

{katpa, halfak terveen}@cs.umn.adu

ABSTRACT

Open content web sites depend on users to produce informa-
tivw of value. Wikipedia is the largest and most well-known
such site. Previous wark has shown that a small fraction
of editors — Wikipedians — do most of the work and pre-
duce most of the value. Other work has offered conjectures
about how Wikipedians differ frony other editors and how
Wikinedians elnnge: OVer tm'te. We quamaf'v md teat t]\ese.-
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communities, Some ccrnlmmuec don’tiattiact éncugh"‘&‘(} \
tention to succeed. Eve thosa thatida, 1hﬂr are#b
cally g small number of dedicated Pi c-i]n ﬁﬂ
larger number of “lurkers” who do not pari ﬂ!pnzre [13]. These
patterns have been observed in dnre'i' :im s el online com-
munitiesz implemented in a variety gies, L including
social networks, forums, wikis. U & Groups: and mailipg
lsts [10, 14, 17, 23, 35, ' ' ‘:

The English language Wikipedia is a large and very active
open content community, with ever 1.5 milllon reglstered

users and aver 2.7 million articles. The issue of who does
the work in Wikipedia — the {ew or the masses — ha=s been a
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