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.,€recftcnt lns bccn rcachcd on thc posirion of
(he union.  an. lon rbc in lcrprc l r t ion ofcol lccr ivc
blrsrinjrs.

I{all ll d Collcgc

St .  Ed,nund l ln l l  bc ins now uni ( l i 'c  in  lhc
Univc.s i ty  of  Or lok!  ( lbr  St .  l lcnc l  s  I l r l l  rnd
Sl . l ) . ier 's  lk l l r rc  in Ier i tors.  but  n(n surv ivor 's .
oI  thc rnc jc t r t  o |1 lc  ,  i r  is  only  l l l l ins thrr  rhc
Univcrs i ty  s lDuld hr lc  hc l |cd iL  Io co! :p lc l !  iLs
qu.dranglc.  !od that  l l l t  qurd.rD( lc  s lould bc
completcd jn thc ycrr wbich nlrts llc scvcn-
hund.edlh rnniversary ot thc consccr.lio.
oI Sr. llDMuND as Archb;slop ot Canler-
liury. 'rhc 

VrcE-Cn^N(rr LoR s spccch 1o
CoDvocation and thc prescnt  Rcrrursr{o} of
C^NrERI}uRy's xddrc:is r! tbc oDcnins cercnlotry,
both rcportcd chcwhcrc in this issLre, toActhcr
with lhe riliclc on Sr. EDr\rrND coDlribuicrl 10
lh is  jd ' rnr l  on ' l i rcsdry by the l r r ine i r r l  o l  SI .
Edmund Hr l l .  \ ' i l l ln l  our  rcrdcB in pdssc$ior
of  a l l  thc txc ls .  Sr .  EDMUND Rrcrr  wrs nor  lhc
fonnder of  St .  Edmund Hr l l .  Indccd SrR
CnaRLFs N{^rLrr, ib }is lcrrncd history of tbc
Unive6iLy oi Oxford, socs so lur as to say that
" Edmund Hall had nothing to do with Edmudd
"Rich." Bui tradirio. mainlains that he livcd
in a house on that site, and lh!1 thc litllc cl^pcl
which he built was a! rhc cbu.ch ot 51. Pelcr nr
lhe East hrrd by. Atrd it ;s cerlrin thlr by
1317 thc Hall wrs known rs thc Aula Sli.
Edmutrdi. For Dclrly lrlo ccnlurics now St.
Edmund's Scbool !t Ctrntcrb!.y (!s a lcltcr in
anoLher colum remindsus) has becnanrernorial
of thc gr$t scholar and saint jn his mctropolis;
for more than six ccnturies the Hnll al Oxiord
has bccn his mcmorial in thc Univcrsjty ot which
be was rn clrly ormnient and lead$. lhrl-
therc l'rvc bccn cpisodcs in lhc hidory ot lltc
Hall or which Sr. EDMUND is uDlikcly to havc
approlcd-ns dccli'e in KrNo llLNRy VIU.\ day
10 " a pldce whcre neilher lcarnins nor lcsson is
'' lrc<luenrcd," a']d the burlrins of thc PoFe's
cfilsy or a Cuy Frwkes dry in KINa J^MES lt. s
rci4n only hclps to show that lhe Hall, havin8
a life of its ow.,would bs rcady and abletolakc
ndvnnl.so of such conditions ̂ s, in thcso la(cr
{ayr, h.rvc sivrr jr ncw and $idcr scop..-_Mn. lMrlrl rras rccordod rhrL 5r. Ldmund
Hall alone is lcft to rcpr€scni lhc earliesr form
ot academical communily Ior thc resideDce of
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io a hous€ on that sit€, and that th. li lc cbaFl I
which hc built was at the church of St. Peter in
thc East hard by. And it is certain tbat by
1317 the Hall \las koonn as thc Aula Sli.
Edmundi. For nearly 1wo centuries now St.
Edmund's School at Caderbury (as a letter in
another colunn remiids us) has bc€r a rnemodal
of lhc grcat schola! aDd saint in hk m.tropolis;
for moro th3n six centu.ies lhe Hall at Oxford
h,rs bcenhismemorial in thc Universiry of which
he was ar cnrly orraDent and leade.. That
lhcrc hlvc been episodes in thc hisiory of the
Hall of xhich Sr. EDMTND is unlikely to have
approved-ils decline inKrNa HtrNRY WII.'S day
10 " a place wberc neirher lcarnjng Dor lesson is
'' frequentcd," and the burning of ihe PoFEs
emsy on a Cuy Ira$kcs dry in KrNc J^MES II.'s
rcisr-odly hclps io show tbat the H!ll. having
3lilc of its oivn, \rould be rcadt and.blc to rake
advanrage of such conditions rs, in the-- I3lter

it neF and $ider $oi,*-

Hall alone is left to rcpre*trt rhe earliest form
of a$demical communily {u. thc r€sidenc€ of
undergraduates. The hals in Oxford were at
one tim€ very mdy, though to p'rt the number
.at 3m or nore. as some have doo€. is to make
Do allowance for changcs and rcp€$tiotrs of
name. Those names in themselv€s ar€ a study
of great int€rest and cntcrtainment. Some
record rhe names of the families who owned the
houscs; somc te signs which hung over tei!
doorways; some, Ijke St. Ilary Hall, now
reunitcd wilh Oriel Colese, thc saints under
whosc palronage ihey were set up; some the
architeclulal fcatures or prcvious uses oI the
buildiog, and some, Ike Philomela aDd
Passedoa, a pleasani litde classical affeclation in
the studenls. But the very varicty of names and
ihB uncerlainty whethcr sone of these Ha s
deserved th€ tide, refle4t thc spontaneity of rhcir
grow(h. They w€re not Colleges, although soloe
of then owed allegiatrce to a Collcge-the sort of
alle8i.nce which, as rhc ARcHsrsHop ol
C^N'IERBURY announced yesrcrday, ihe Ques!\
Collese has resolvcd 1o dcmand no lonecr from
St. Edurund Hall. All Collcgcs wefe lhcn what
All Souls Couege a'one is oow. a sociery ol
gradualcs. A HaI was in origin a voluntary
association of bovs llor most sere in rheir' iccor  t ihd l i .ed ' , !d  \LuJL. l  iur -d-  :  rnc
only as iime welt otr did they c;hanee 6eir
self-appoiDted goverment for conilirrrtcd
aulhority reco8nized by lhe Uniy.lsity. It was
a form of associatioo by no means with-
out interest for the present day. Th€!€
nre advautages jn bclonging lo a lal€e
and wealthy society, with all the organ-
izalion for corpoEte activity and a[ the
opportLtnities for followirs the individual
bent which a big College can pu! at th€
service of its memb€B- The smaUer society
probably makes gEater dmands or every one;
lhe corporate life may be a li(tlc stricrer and
ore's owD sw€et rvill a lil e morc difficult to
indulse. Bot each member js of srealcr
imporlance to ihe whole, and thereforc more
likely to reccivc atterlion and hclp and to win
€ninence in his owr circlq and, becaule lile
Inay be lived Eore simply ard more cheaply,
it need lack no variety or achievement. Th€
rnost obvious objection would be that lhe sm.ll
commudty would have s poor chance of
winning distinction amoDg thc larBe. and ticher
societies. But, trot to mention olher att etic
triumphs, SL Edmund Hall this lear, with sme
120 members, put on l.t1o cights, rDd cach or
theln made teven bumps. -'a'




