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History of New England
This article presents the History of New England, the oldest clearly-defined region of the United States, unique
among U.S. geographic regions in that it is also a former political entity. While New England was originally
inhabited by indigenous peoples, English Pilgrims, fleeing religious persecution in Europe, arrived nearly four
hundred years ago at the beginning of the 17th century. It was one of the first regions of the original North American
British colonies to demonstrate ambitions of independence from the Crown in the 18th century, although it would
later collectively oppose the War of 1812 with Great Britain. In the 19th century, it played a prominent role in the
movement to abolish slavery in the United States, became a source of some of the first examples of American
literature and philosophy, and showed the first signs of the effects of the Industrial Revolution in North America.[1]

The indigenous peoples of New England
New England has long been inhabited by Algonquian-speaking native peoples, including the Abenaki, the
Penobscot, the Pequot, the Wampanoag, and many others. During the 15th and 16th centuries, Europeans such as
Giovanni da Verrazzano, Jacques Cartier and John Cabot (known as Giovanni Caboto before being based in
England) charted the New England coast. They referred to the region as Norumbega, named for a fabulous native
city that was supposed to exist there.

Early European settlement (1607–1620)

A 17th century map shows New England as a coastal enclave extending from Cape
Cod to New France.

On 1606-04-10, King James I of England
issued two charters, one each for the
Virginia Companies, of London and
Plymouth, respectively[2] [3] [4] [5] The
purpose of both was to claim land for
England and trade.[6]

• Under the charters, the territory allocated
was defined as follows:

1. Virginia Company of London: All
land, including islands within 100 Miles
from the coast and implying a westward
limit of 100 Miles, between 34 Degrees
(Cape Fear, North Carolina) and 41
Degrees (Long Island Sound, New York)
north latitude[2] [3] [4] .

2. Virginia Company of Plymouth: All
land, including islands within 100 Miles
from the coast and implying a westward
limit of 100 Miles, between 38 Degrees (Chesapeake Bay, Virginia) and 45 Degrees (Border between Canada and
Maine) north latitude[2] [3] [4] .

• Realizing the obvious duplication (between Chesapeake Bay and Long Island Sound), the two companies were
required to maintain a separation of 100 Miles, even where the two charters overlapped[2] [3] [4] .

These were privately-funded proprietary ventures, and the purpose of each was to claim land for England, trade, and
return a profit.[7] Competition between the two companies grew to where their potential New World territory
overlapped, and would be finalized based upon results.
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The Virginia Company of London was authorized to make settlements from North Carolina to New York (31 to 41
degrees North Latitude), provided there was no conflict with the Plymouth Company's charter. This group
successfully established the Jamestown Settlement on May 14, 1607. After a tenuous start, several strains of tobacco
were developed as a profitable cash crop for export by colonist John Rolfe.
Contemporaneously, the Popham Colony was planted by the Virginia Company of Plymouth in August, 1607.
Unlike the Jamestown Settlement, it was not initially successful, and was abandoned after one year, though would
later be revived. The Virginia Company of Plymouth's charter included land extending as far as present-day northern
Maine.[5]

The region was named "New England" by Captain John Smith, who explored its shores in 1614, [8] [9] in his account
of two voyages there, published as A Description of New England [10].
The Dutch New Netherland Company established the beginnings of New Netherland in 1615, when they established
trading posts on the Hudson River, near present-day Albany, New York.[11] . This was the earliest beginning of the
Connecticut Colony.

Plymouth Council for New England (1620–1643)
The name "New England" was officially sanctioned on November 3, 1620, when the charter of the Virginia
Company of Plymouth was replaced by a royal charter for the Plymouth Council for New England, a joint stock
company established to colonize and govern the region.[12]

Shortly afterward, in December 1620, a permanent settlement known as the Plymouth Colony was established at
present-day Plymouth, Massachusetts by the Pilgrims, English religious separatists arriving via Holland. They
arrived aboard a ship named the Mayflower and held a feast of gratitude which became part of the American tradition
of Thanksgiving.
The Massachusetts Bay Colony, which would come to dominate the area, was established in 1628 with its major city
of Boston established in 1630.
Banished from Massachusetts, Roger Williams led a group south, and founded Providence, Rhode Island in 1636.
On March 3, 1636, the Connecticut Colony was granted a charter and established its own government. Vermont was
then unsettled, and the territories of New Hampshire and Maine were then governed by Massachusetts. The oldest
colony, Plymouth, would eventually be absorbed by Massachusetts, and New Haven Colony would be absorbed by
Connecticut.
In 1638, a "violent" earthquake was felt throughout New England, centered in the St. Lawrence Velley. This was the
first recorded seismic event noted in New England.[13]

The Dominion of New England (1686–1689)
In 1686, King James II, concerned about the increasingly independent ways of the colonies, in particular their self
governing Charters, open flouting of the Navigation Acts and their increasing military power decreed the Dominion
of New England, an administrative union comprising all the New England colonies. Two years later, the provinces of
New York (New Amsterdam) and the New Jersey, which had been confiscated by force from the Dutch, were added.
The union, imposed from the outside, and removing nearly all their popularly elected leaders, was highly unpopular
among the colonists. In 1687, when the Connecticut Colony refused to follow a decision of the dominion governor
Edmund Andros to turn over their charter, he sent an armed contingent to seize the colony's charter. According to
popular legend, the colonists hid the charter inside the Charter Oak tree. Andros' efforts to loot the colonies, replace
their leaders and to unify the colonial defenses under his control met little success and the dominion ceased after
only three years. After the very popular removal of King James II in the Glorious Revolution of 1689, Andros was
arrested and sent back to England by the colonists during the 1689 Boston revolt.[14]
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1689 through the 18th century

The Old World's enduring influence over New England is evident in the
architecture of Boston College, originally dubbed Oxford in America

After the Glorious Revolution in 1689 the
charters of most of the colonies were
significantly modified with the appointment
of Royal Governors to nearly each colony.
An uneasy tension existed between the
Royal Governors, their officers and the
elected governing bodies in the colonies.
The governors wanted essentially unlimited
arbitrary powers and the different layers of
locally elected officials resisted as best they
could. In most cases the local town
governments continued operating as
self-governing bodies as they had before the
Royal Governors showed up and to the
extent possible ignored the Royal
Governors. This tension eventually led to
the American Revolution when the states formed their own governments. The colonies were not formally united
again until 1776 as newly formed states, when they declared themselves independent states in a larger (but not yet
federalist) union called the United States.

By 1723, Puritan cultural and religious influence had declined substantially in Boston. One of Ben Franklin's first
printed works decried frivolity among Harvard students.[15]

Focused on shipping as well as production, New England conducted a robust trade within the English domain in the
mid-18th century. They exported to the Caribbean: pickled beef and pork, onions and potatoes from the Connecticut
valley, codfish to feed their slaves, northern pine and oak staves from which the planters constructed containers to
ship their sugar and molasses, Narragansett Pacers from Rhode Island, and "plugs" to run sugar mills.[16]

The New England States were initially colonized by about 30,000 settlers between 1620 and 1640, a period now
referred to as "The Great Migration." There was little additional immigration until the Irish influx of the 1840s and
'50s in the wake of the potato famine. The almost one million inhabitants 130 years later at the time of the
Revolution were nearly all descended from the original settlers, whose 3 percent annual natural growth rate caused a
doubling of population every 25 years. Their beliefs and ancestry were nearly all shared and made them into what
was probably the largest more-or-less homogeneous group of settlers in America. Their high birth rate continued for
at least a century more, making the descendants of these New Englanders well represented in nearly all states today.
In the 18th century and the early 19th century, New England was still considered to be a very distinct region of the
country, as it is today. During the War of 1812, there was a limited amount of talk of secession from the Union, as
New England merchants, just getting back on their feet, opposed the war with their greatest trading partner — Great
Britain.
Aside from the Canadian province of Nova Scotia, or "New Scotland," New England is the only North American
region to inherit the name of a kingdom in the British Isles. New England has largely preserved its regional
character, especially in its historic sites. Its name is a reminder of the past, as many of the original
English-Americans have migrated further west.
After the American Revolutionary War, Connecticut and Massachusetts ceded tracts of land to the federal
government that they had claimed in the Northwest Territory and the Western Reserve exceeding their modern day
areas.
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19th to modern times

Boston College: The Old World's enduring influence
over New England is evident in the architecture.

After the War of Independence, New England ceased to be a
meaningful political unit, but remained a defined historical and
cultural region consisting of its now-sovereign constituent states.
By 1784, all of the states in the region had introduced the gradual
abolition of slavery, with Vermont and Massachusetts introducing
total abolition in 1777 and 1783, respectively.[17] During the War
of 1812, there was a limited amount of talk of secession from the
Union, as New England merchants, just getting back on their feet,
opposed the war with their greatest trading partner—Great
Britain.[18] Delegates from all over New England met in Hartford
in the winter of 1814-15. The gathering was called the Hartford
Convention. The twenty-seven delegates met to discuss changes to
the US Constitution that would protect the region from similar legislation and attempt to keep political power in the
region.

In 1820, as part of the Missouri Compromise, the territory of Maine, formerly a part of Massachusetts, was admitted
to the Union as a state. Today, New England is always defined as coextensive with the six states of Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.[19]

For the remainder of the antebellum period, New England remained distinct. In terms of politics, it often went
against the grain of the rest of the country. Massachusetts and Connecticut were among the last refuges of the
Federalist Party, and, when the Second Party System began in the 1830s, New England became the strongest bastion
of the new Whig Party. The Whigs were usually dominant throughout New England, except in the more Democratic
Maine and New Hampshire. Leading statesmen — including Daniel Webster — hailed from the region. New
England was distinct in other ways. It was, as a whole, the most urbanized part of the country (the 1860 Census
showed that 32 of the 100 largest cities in the country were in New England), as well as the most educated. Notable
literary and intellectual figures produced by the United States in the Antebellum period were New Englanders,
including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, John
Greenleaf Whittier, George Bancroft, William H. Prescott, and others.
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The Slater Mill Historic Site in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island.

New England was an early center of the industrial revolution.[20]

Beverly, Massachusetts is considered the birthplace of America's
industrial revolution. In this city, the first cotton mill in America
was founded in 1787, the Beverly Cotton Manufactory.[21] The
Manufactory was also considered the largest cotton mill of its
time. Technological developments and achievements from the
Manufactory led to the development of other, more advanced
cotton mills later, including Slater Mill in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island. Several textile mills were already underway during the
time. Towns like Lawrence, Massachusetts, Lowell,
Massachusetts, Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and Lewiston, Maine
became famed as centers of the textile industry following models
from Slater Mill and the Beverly Cotton Manufactory. The textile
manufacturing in New England was growing rapidly, which
caused a shortage of workers. Recruiters were hired by mill agents
to bring young women and children from the countryside to work
in the factories. Between 1830 and 1860, thousands of farm girls
came from their rural homes in New England to work in the mills.
Farmers’ daughters left their homes to aid their families
financially, save for marriage, and widen their horizons. They also left their homes due to population pressures to
look for opportunities in expanding New England cities. Stagecoach and railroad services made it easier for the rapid
flow of workers to travel from the country to the city. The majority of female workers came from rural farming
towns in northern New England. As the textile industry grew, immigration grew as well. As the number of Irish
workers in the mills increased, the number of young women working in the mills decreased. Mill employment of
women caused a population boom in urban centers.[22]

New England and areas settled from New England, like Upstate New York, Ohio's Western Reserve and the upper
midwestern states of Michigan and Wisconsin, proved to be the center of the strongest abolitionist sentiment in the
country. Abolitionists like William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips were New Englanders, and the region was
home to anti-slavery politicians like John Quincy Adams, Charles Sumner, and John P. Hale. When the anti-slavery
Republican Party was formed in the 1850s, all of New England, including areas that had previously been strongholds
for both the Whig and the Democratic Parties, became strongly Republican, as it would remain until the early 20th
century, when immigration turned the formerly solidly Republican states of Lower New England towards the
Democrats.
The CSS Tallahassee disrupted shipping to New England in August 1864.[23]

Autumn in Grafton County, New Hampshire, a notable
feature of New England

There have been waves of immigration from Ireland, Quebec,
Italy, Portugal, Asia, Latin America, Africa, other parts of the
United States, and elsewhere.

Further reading

• Skelton, Edward Oliver, The story of New England [24], Boston,
1910

• Weeden, William Babcock, "Economic and Social History of
New England, 1620-1789" [25], Boston and New York :
Houghton, Mifflin and company, 1890. 2 volumes.
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New England

 

Regional statistics 

Composition  Connecticut
 Maine
 Massachusetts
 New Hampshire
 Rhode Island
 Vermont

Demonym New Englander, Yankee 

Area
 - Total

71,991.8 sq mi (186,458.8 km²)
(Slightly larger than Washington.)

Population
 - Total
 - Density

14,429,720 (2009 est.)[1]

198.2/sq mi (87.7/km²)

Largest city Boston (pop. 645,169)

GDP $763.7 billion (2007)[2]

Largest Metropolitan Area Boston-Cambridge-Quincy

|+ style="font-size: larger;"|New England
New England is a region in the northeastern corner of the United States, bordered by the Atlantic Ocean, Canada
and the state of New York, consisting of the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, and Connecticut.
In one of the earliest European settlements in North America, Pilgrims from England first settled in New England in
1620, to form Plymouth Colony. Ten years later, the Puritans settled north of Plymouth Colony in Boston, thus
forming Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630. In the late 18th century, the New England colonies would be among the
first North American British colonies to demonstrate ambitions of independence from the British Crown through the
American Revolution, although they would later oppose the War of 1812 between the United States and United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
New England produced the first pieces of American literature and philosophy and was home to the beginnings of
free public education. In the 19th century, it played a prominent role in the movement to abolish slavery in the
United States. It was the first region of the United States to be transformed by the Industrial Revolution.
Today, New England is a major center of education, high technology, insurance, medicine, and tourism. It is known
for its universities, historic cities and landmarks, and natural beauty.
New England has the only non-geographic regional name recognized by the federal government. It maintains a
strong sense of cultural identity set apart from the rest of the country, although the terms of this identity are often
contested, paradoxically combining Puritanism with liberalism, agrarian life with industry, and isolation with
immigration.
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Autumn in New England, watercolor, Maurice Prendergast. Ca.
1910–1913

Fall foliage in central Massachusetts.

History

Eastern Algonquin peoples

The naval Red Ensign of the former Kingdom of
England from which the flags of New England

are derived.[3]

Present-day New England's earliest inhabitants were Native Americans
who spoke a variety of the Eastern Algonquian languages. Some of the
more prominent tribes include the Abenaki, the Penobscot, the Pequot,
the Mohegans, the Pocumtuck, and the Wampanoag. Prior to the
arrival of Europeans, the Western Abenakis inhabited New Hampshire
and Vermont, as well as parts of Quebec and western Maine. Their
principal town was Norridgewock, in present-day Maine. The
Penobscot were settled along the Penobscot River in Maine. The
Wampanoag occupied southeastern Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and
the islands of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket; the Pocumtucks,
Western Massachusetts. The Connecticut region was inhabited by the
Mohegan and Pequot tribes prior to European colonization. The Connecticut River Valley, which includes parts of
Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, linked different indigenous communities in cultural,
linguistic, and political ways.[7]
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An early flag of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
with the St George's cross of England

removed.[4]

The First Flag (and Ensign) of New England,
used by Colonial merchant ships sailing out of

New England ports, 1686-c.1737.[4] [5]

The Flag of New England during the
Revolutionary War.[6]

According to archeological evidence, the indigenous people of the
warmer parts of Southern New England had started agricultural
endeavers over a thousand years ago. They grew corn, tobacco, kidney
beans, squash, and Jerusalem artichoke. Trade with the Algonquin
peoples of Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine, where the growing
season was shorter, likely provided for a robust economy.

As early as 1600, French, Dutch, and English traders, exploring the
New World, began to trade metal, glass, and cloth for local beaver
pelts.[7]

The Virginia Companies compete

On April 10, 1606, King James I of England issued two charters, one
each for the Virginia Companies, of London and Plymouth,
respectively.[8] [9] [10] Due to a duplication of territory (between
Chesapeake Bay and Long Island Sound), the two companies were
required to maintain a separation of 100 miles (160 km), even where
the two charters overlapped.[8] [9] [10]

These were privately-funded proprietary ventures, and the purpose of
each was to claim land for England, trade, and return a profit.[11]

Competition between the two companies grew to where their potential
New World territory overlapped, and would be finalized based upon
results.

The London Company was authorized to make settlements from North
Carolina to New York (31 to 41 degrees North Latitude), provided
there was no conflict with the Plymouth Company’s charter.

The Popham Colony was planted at the mouth of Maine's Kennebec
River by the Virginia Company of Plymouth in the fall of 1607. Unlike
the Jamestown Settlement, it was not successful, and was abandoned
the following spring.[12] The Virginia Company of Plymouth's charter
included land extending as far as present-day northern Maine.[13]

Captain John Smith, exploring the shores of the region in 1614, named the region "New England"[14] in his account
of two voyages there, published as A Description of New England [10].

The next notable settlement in New England took place in the winter of 1616-1617 at Winter Harbor, thenafter called
Biddeford Pool, by Captain Richard Vines. This location is in current-day Biddeford, Maine. This 1616 landing at
Saco Bay by a European pre-dates the Mayflower landing in Plymouth, Massachusetts (located 100 miles (160 km)
to the south) by approximately four years.[15]

Plymouth Council for New England
The name "New England" was officially sanctioned on November 3, 1620,[16] when the charter of the Virginia
Company of Plymouth was replaced by a royal charter for the Plymouth Council for New England, a joint stock
company established to colonize and govern the region.[17] Shortly afterwards, in December 1620, a permanent
settlement was established near present-day Plymouth by the Pilgrims, English religious separatists arriving via
Holland, after they famously disembarked at Plymouth Rock. The Massachusetts Bay Colony, which would come to
dominate the area, was established in 1628 with its major city of Boston established in 1630.
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Banished from Massachusetts for heresy, Roger Williams led a group south, and founded Providence, Rhode Island
in 1636. On March 3 of the same year, Thomas Hooker left Massachusetts and the Connecticut Colony was granted a
charter, establishing its own government in Hartford. At this time, Vermont was yet unsettled, and the territories of
New Hampshire and Maine were governed by Massachusetts.
Even during the early stages of English colonization, relations with the indigenous peoples of New England began to
sour. Preliminary trade with Europeans had already significantly reduced and weakened native populations via
disease and epidemic. The fur supply was soon exhausted, forcing hunters to travel farther into the territories of
neighboring tribes, such as the Mohawk and the Haudenosaunee of Eastern New York. As demand for local goods,
like beaver pelts, by English companies rose, so did tensions between existing indigenous communities. Permanent
English settlement, through which colonists seized or claimed land and began to apply Puritan laws to native
peoples, only exacerbated the situation.[7]

New England Confederation

The first coins struck in the Colonies
were the silver "Pine Tree" shillings.

In these early years, relationships between colonists and Native Americans
alternated between peace and armed skirmishes. Six years after the bloodiest
of these, the Pequot War in 1643, which resulted in the Mystic massacre, the
colonies of Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, New Haven, and Connecticut
joined together in a loose compact called the New England Confederation
(officially "The United Colonies of New England"). The confederation was
designed largely to coordinate mutual defense against possible wars with
Americans, the Dutch in the New Netherland colony to the west, the Spanish
in the south, and the French in New France to the north, as well as to assist in
the return of runaway slaves. The confederation lost its influence when
Massachusetts refused to commit itself to a war against the Dutch.

In 1675, internecine conflict broke out amongst the Wampanoag of
southeastern Massachusetts, soon drawing into it several other tribes. The New England Confederation, joined by the
Pequot and the and the Mohegan tribes, declared war, and undertook what became known as King Philip's War.
Thousands of colonists and natives, including women and children, met gruesome deaths. For well over a year, New
Englanders lived in terror. In the meantime, the English militiae committed numerous atrocities against their
enemies. The colonists were eventually victorious, executing or selling into slavery the remaining prisoners.[7]

The first coins struck in the Colonies, prompted by a shortage of change, were the New England coins produced by
the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The first series was a simple design including "NE" on the obverse and the various
denominations on the reverse. Other series included the "Willow," "Oak," and "Pine Tree." The "Pine Tree" coinage
was the last type in the series, struck by coiner John Hull. Although the majority were dated 1652, it is generally
acknowledged that production spanned about thirty years, despite the disapproval of King Charles II.[18]

Since the New England colonies were settled largely by families and tradesmen, they became relatively
self-sufficient. During this period, the Puritan work ethic, which defines a part of New England culture even to this
day, prevailed. There were blacksmiths, wheelwrights, carpenters, joiners, cordwainers, tanners, ironworkers,
spinners, and weavers, when someone needed something - unlike the Southern colonies, who had to buy these items
from England.[19]
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Dominion of New England

Copy of early English map of New England, c.
1670

In 1686, King James II, concerned about the increasingly independent
ways of the colonies, including their self-governing charters, open
flouting of the Navigation Acts, and increasing military power,
established the Dominion of New England, an administrative union
comprising all of the New England colonies. On August 11, 1688,[20]

the provinces of New York and New Jersey, seized from the Dutch in
1664, and confirmed on September 12, 1673, were added.[20] The
union, imposed from the outside and contrary to the rooted democratic
tradition of the region, was highly unpopular among the colonists.

Nevertheless, those two present states are reckoned as "greater New
England" in a social or cultural context, as that is where Yankee

colonists expanded to; before 1776. Cultural identity in that era changed once one moved to Pennsylvania, as the
Pennamite-Yankee War attests to. Colonists from New England proper in that era, were rather well received in the
Mohawk Valley and on Long Island in New York.

After the Glorious Revolution in 1689, Bostonians imprisoned the Royal Governor and other sympathizers of King
James II on April 18, 1689, thus ending the Dominion Of New England de facto.[21] [22] The charters of the colonies
were significantly modified after this change in English politics, with the appointment of Royal Governors to nearly
every colony. An uneasy tension existed between the Royal Governors, their officers, and the elected governing
bodies of the colonies. The governors wanted unlimited authority, and the different layers of locally elected officials
would often resist them. In most cases, the local town governments continued operating as self-governing bodies,
just as they had before the appointment of the Royal Governors. This tension culminated itself in the American
Revolution, boiling over with the breakout of the American War of Independence in 1775. The first battles of the
war were fought in Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, eventually leading to the Siege of Boston by continental
troops. Today, Evacuation Day is still celebrated in Suffolk County, Massachusetts to commemorate the departure of
British troops from Boston.

Region of the United States

Boston College: The Old World's enduring influence
over New England is evident in the architecture.

After the War of Independence, New England ceased to be a
meaningful political unit, but remained a defined historical and
cultural region consisting of its now-sovereign constituent states.
By 1784, all of the states in the region had introduced the gradual
abolition of slavery, with Vermont and Massachusetts introducing
total abolition in 1777 and 1783, respectively.[23] During the War
of 1812, there was a limited amount of talk of secession from the
Union, as New England merchants, just getting back on their feet,
opposed the war with their greatest trading partner—Great
Britain.[24] Delegates from all over New England met in Hartford
in the winter of 1814-15. The gathering was called the Hartford
Convention. The twenty-seven delegates met to discuss changes to
the US Constitution that would protect the region from similar legislation and attempt to keep political power in the
region.

In 1820, as part of the Missouri Compromise, the territory of Maine, formerly a part of Massachusetts, was admitted
to the Union as a state. Today, New England is always defined as coextensive with the six states of Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.[25]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Pascatway_River_New_England.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=James_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Navigation_Acts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dominion_of_New_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Province_of_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Province_of_New_Jersey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pennsylvania
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pennamite-Yankee_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mohawk_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Long_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=English_politics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_War_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Battles_of_Lexington_and_Concord
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Siege_of_Boston
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Evacuation_Day_%28Massachusetts%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Suffolk_County%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Old_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Architecture
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:BCburnslawnsunset.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hartford_Convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hartford_Convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=US_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Missouri_Compromise


New England 12

For the remainder of the antebellum period, New England remained distinct. In terms of politics, it often went
against the grain of the rest of the country. Massachusetts and Connecticut were among the last refuges of the
Federalist Party, and, when the Second Party System began in the 1830s, New England became the strongest bastion
of the new Whig Party. The Whigs were usually dominant throughout New England, except in the more Democratic
Maine and New Hampshire. Leading statesmen — including Daniel Webster — hailed from the region. New
England was distinct in other ways. It was, as a whole, the most urbanized part of the country (the 1860 Census
showed that 32 of the 100 largest cities in the country were in New England), as well as the most educated. Notable
literary and intellectual figures produced by the United States in the Antebellum period were New Englanders,
including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, John
Greenleaf Whittier, George Bancroft, William H. Prescott, and others.

The Slater Mill Historic Site in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island.

New England was an early center of the industrial revolution.[26]

The Blackstone Valley has been called the birthplace of America's
industrial revolution.[27] In this area, in the city now known as
Beverly, Massachusetts the first cotton mill in America was
founded in 1787, the Beverly Cotton Manufactory.[28] The
Manufactory was also considered the largest cotton mill of its
time. Technological developments and achievements from the
Manufactory led to the development of other, more advanced
cotton mills later, including Slater Mill in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island. Several textile mills were already underway during the
time. Towns like Lawrence, Massachusetts, Lowell,
Massachusetts, Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and Lewiston, Maine
became famed as centers of the textile industry following models
from Slater Mill and the Beverly Cotton Manufactory. The textile
manufacturing in New England was growing rapidly, which
caused a shortage of workers. Recruiters were hired by mill agents
to bring young women and children from the countryside to work
in the factories. Between 1830 and 1860, thousands of farm girls
came from their rural homes in New England to work in the mills.
Farmers’ daughters left their homes to aid their families financially, save for marriage, and widen their horizons.
They also left their homes due to population pressures to look for opportunities in expanding New England cities.
Stagecoach and railroad services made it easier for the rapid flow of workers to travel from the country to the city.
The majority of female workers came from rural farming towns in northern New England. As the textile industry
grew, immigration grew as well. As the number of Irish workers in the mills increased, the number of young women
working in the mills decreased. Mill employment of women caused a population boom in urban centers.[29]

New England and areas settled from New England, like Upstate New York, Ohio's Western Reserve and the upper
midwestern states of Michigan and Wisconsin, proved to be the center of the strongest abolitionist sentiment in the
country. Abolitionists like William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips were New Englanders, and the region was
home to anti-slavery politicians like John Quincy Adams, Charles Sumner, and John P. Hale. When the anti-slavery
Republican Party was formed in the 1850s, all of New England, including areas that had previously been strongholds
for both the Whig and the Democratic Parties, became strongly Republican, as it would remain until the early 20th
century, when immigration would begin to turn the formerly solidly Republican states of Lower New England
towards the Democrats.
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Autumn in Grafton County, New Hampshire

Geography

A political and geographical map
of New England.

New England's long rolling hills, mountains, and jagged coastline are glacial
landforms resulting from the retreat of ice sheets approximately 18,000 years ago,
during the last glacial period. The coast of the region, extending from southwestern
Connecticut to northeastern Maine, is dotted with lakes, hills, swamps, and sandy
beaches. Further inland are the Appalachian Mountains, extending through
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine. Among them,
in the White Mountains of New Hampshire is Mount Washington, which at 1917 m
(6289 ft), is the highest peak in the northeast United States. It is the site of the
highest recorded wind speed on Earth.[30] Vermont's Green Mountains, which
become the Berkshire Hills in western Massachusetts and Connecticut, are smaller
than the White Mountains. Valleys in the region include the Connecticut River
Valley and the Merrimack Valley.

The longest river is the Connecticut River, which flows from northeastern New
Hampshire for 655 km (407 mi), emptying into Long Island Sound, roughly

bisecting the region. Lake Champlain, wedged between Vermont and New York, is the largest lake in the region,
followed by Moosehead Lake in Maine and Lake Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire.

Climate

The White Mountains of New Hampshire are part
of the Appalachian Mountains.

Weather patterns vary throughout the region. Most of Maine, New
Hampshire, and Vermont have a humid continental short summer
climate ,[31] with mild summers and cold winters. Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Southern New Hampshire and Vermont,
and Coastal Maine have a humid continental long summer climate,[31]

with warm summers and cold winters. Owing to thick deciduous
forests, fall in New England brings bright and colorful foliage, which
comes earlier than in other regions, attracting tourism by 'leaf
peepers'.[32] Springs are generally wet and cloudy. Average rainfall
generally ranges from 1,000 to 1,500 mm (40 to 60 in) a year, although
the northern parts of Vermont and Maine see slightly less, from 500 to
1,000 mm (20 to 40 in). Snowfall can often exceed 2500 mm (98 in) annually. As a result, the mountains and ski
resorts of Vermont and New Hampshire are popular destinations in the winter.[26] [33]

The lowest recorded temperature in New England was −50 °F (−46 °C) at Bloomfield, Vermont, on December 30,
1933. This was tied by Big Black River, Maine in 2009.[34]
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Geology
The area is geologically part of the New England province.

Demographics

Boston is considered to be the cultural and
historical capital of New England.[35]

According to the 2006-2008 American Community Survey, New
England had a population of 14,265,187, of which 48.7% were male
and 51.3% were female. Approximately 22.4% of the population were
under 18 years of age; 13.5% were over 65 years of age.

In terms of race and ethnicity, White Americans made up 84.9% of
New England's population, of which 81.2% were whites of
non-Hispanic origin. Black Americans comprised 5.7% of the region's
population, of which 5.3% were blacks of non-Hispanic origin. Native
Americans made up only 0.3% of the population; they numbered at
37,234. There were just over 500,000 Asian Americans residing in
New England at the time of the survey. Americans of Asian origin
form 3.5% of the region's population. Chinese Americans formed 1.1%
of the region's total population, and numbered at 158,282. Indian
Americans made up 0.8% of the populace, and numbered at 119,140.
Japanese Americans numbered very little; only 14,501 residents of
New England were of Japanese descent, equivalent to just 0.1% of the
population.

Pacific Islander Americans were even fewer. Only 4,194 people were members of this group, equivalent to 0.03% of
the populace. There were only 138 Samoan Americans residing in the region. Multiracial Americans made up 1.8%
of New England's population. The largest mixed-race group were those of African and European descent; there were
84,143 people of black and white ancestry, equal to 0.6% of the population. People of Native American and
European American ancestry made up 0.4% of the population. People of Asian and European heritage made up 0.3%
of the population.

Hispanic and Latino Americans are New England's largest minority, and they are the second-largest group in the
region behind non-Hispanic European Americans. Hispanics and Latinos of any race made up 7.9% of New
England's population, and there were over 1.1 million Hispanic and Latino individuals reported in the survey. Puerto
Ricans were the most numerous of the Hispanic and Latino subgroups. Over half a million (507,000) Puerto Ricans
live in New England, forming 3.6% of the population. Just over 100,000 Mexican Americans make New England
their home. Americans of Cuban descent are scant in number; there were roughly 20,000 Cuban Americans in the
region. People of other Hispanic and Latino ancestries (e.g. Salvadoran, Colombian, Bolivian, etc.) formed 3.5% of
New England's population, and exceeded 492,000 in number.[36]

New England's European American population is ethnically diverse. The majority of the Euro-American population
is of Irish, Italian, English, French, and German descent. Smaller, but significant populations of Poles, French
Canadians, and Portuguese exist as well.
According to the 2006-2008 survey, the top ten largest European ancestries were the following:
• Irish: 21.1% (Over 3 million)
• Italian: 14.4% (Over 2 million)
• English: 13.7% (1.9 million)
• French: 10.4% (1.5 million)
• German: 8.2% (1.2 million)
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• Polish: 5.6% (Roughly 800,000)
• French Canadian: 4.9% (Roughly 700,000)
• Portuguese: 3.5% (Over 500,000)
• Scottish: 3.1% (Over 440,000)
• Scotch-Irish: 2.1% (Over 290,000)
English is, by far, the most commonly spoken language at home by inhabitants. Approximately 82.7% of all
residents (11.1 million people) over the age of five spoke English only at home. The remaining 17.3% of the
population spoke non-English languages at home. Roughly 885,000 people (6.6% of the population) spoke Spanish
at home. Roughly 1,023,000 people (7.6% of the population) spoke other Indo-European languages at home. In
addition, over 313,000 people (2.3% of the population) spoke an Asian or Pacific Island language at home. Roughly
99,000 people (0.7% of the population) spoke other languages at home.
The vast majority of New England's inhabitants are native to the United States. However, there is a significant
foreign-born population in the region. Roughly 12.3 million people (86.3% of the population) were born in the
United States. In addition, 2.2% of the population (315,000 people) were born in Puerto Rico, a U.S. territory, or
abroad to American parents. Altogether, the native population totals at roughly 12,630,000 people, or 88.5% of the
population. The foreign-born population forms over ten percent (11.5%) of New England's total population. There
are roughly 1.6 million foreigners residing in the region. Thirty-five percent of foreigners were born in Latin
America, 27.9% were born in Europe, 24.5% were born in Asia, and 6.9% were born in Africa. People born in other
parts of North America made up 5.3% of the foreign-born populace. Oceania-born residents formed only 0.4% of the
foreign population, and numbered just over 6,000. Of the 1.6 million foreigners, 47.7% were naturalized citizens of
the U.S. and the majority (52.3%) were not U.S. citizens.[37]

In 2005, the total population of New England was 14,239,724 people, roughly a 50% increase from its 1929
population of 9,813,000.[38] The region's average population density is 221.66 inhabitants/sq mi (85.59/km²),
although a great disparity exists between its northern and southern portions, as noted below. It is much greater than
that of the United States as a whole (79.56/sq mi) or even just the contiguous 48 states (94.48/sq mi).
In 2009, two states were among the five highest in the country in divorce rates. Maine was second highest with
13.6% of people over 15 divorced; Vermont was fifth with 12.6% divorced.[39] Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
Rhode Island, on the other hand, have below-average divorce rates. Massachusetts is tied with Georgia with the
lowest divorce rate in the U.S., at 2.4%.[40]

Three-quarters of the population of New England and most of the major cities are in the states of Connecticut,
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. Their combined population density is 786.83/sq mi, compared to northern New
England's 63.56/sq mi (2000 census). The most populous state is Massachusetts, and the most populous city is
Massachusetts' political and cultural capital, Boston.

Providence claims the largest contiguous area of
National Register of Historic Places-listed

buildings in the U.S.

The coastline is more urban than western New England, which is
typically rural, even in urban states like Massachusetts. This
characteristic of the region's population is due mainly to historical
factors; the original colonists settled mostly on the coastline of
Massachusetts Bay. The only New England state without access to the
Atlantic Ocean, Vermont, is also the least urbanized.[41] After nearly
400 years, the region still maintains, for the most part, its historical
population layout.

New England's coast is dotted with urban centers, such as Portland,
Portsmouth, Boston, New Bedford, Fall River, Providence, New

Haven, Bridgeport, and Stamford as well as smaller cities, like Newburyport, Gloucester, Biddeford, Bath,
Rockland, Newport, Westerly, Rhode Island, and the small twin cities of Groton, Connecticut and New London.
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Southern New England forms an integral part of the BosWash megalopolis, a conglomeration of urban centers that
spans from Boston to Washington, D.C.. The region includes three of the four most densely populated states in the
United States; only New Jersey has a higher population density than the states of Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut.
Greater Boston, which includes parts of southern New Hampshire, has a total population of approximately 4.4
million,[42] while over half the population of New England falls inside Boston's Combined Statistical Area of over
7.4 million.[43] The most populous cities are as of 2000 Census (2008 estimates in parenthesis):[44] [45]

1. Boston, Massachusetts: 589,141[46] (620,535)
2. Providence, Rhode Island: 173,618 (171,557)
3. Worcester, Massachusetts: 172,648 (182,596)
4. Springfield, Massachusetts: 152,082 (150,640)
5. Bridgeport, Connecticut: 139,529 (136,405)
6. Hartford, Connecticut: 124,558 (124,062)
7. New Haven, Connecticut: 123,626 (123,669)
8. Stamford, Connecticut: 117,083 (119,303)
9. Waterbury, Connecticut: 107,271 (107,037)
10. Manchester, New Hampshire: 107,006 (108,586)
11. Lowell, Massachusetts: 105,167 (103,615)
12. Cambridge, Massachusetts: 101,355 (105,596)
During the 20th century, urban expansion in regions surrounding New York City has become an important economic
influence on neighboring Connecticut, parts of which belong to the New York Metropolitan Area. The US Census
Bureau groups Fairfield, New Haven and Litchfield counties in western Connecticut together with New York City,
and other parts of New York and New Jersey as a combined statistical area.[47]

Public health and safety
In 2006, Massachusetts adopted health care reform that requires nearly all state residents obtain health insurance.[48]

In 2009, the Connecticut legislature overrode a veto by Governor M. Jodi Rell to pass SustiNet, the first significant
public-option health care reform legislation in the nation.
The six states ranked within the top thirteen "healthiest states" in 2007.[49] In 2008 they all placed within the top
eleven states. New England had the largest proportion of its population covered by health insurance.[50]

For 2006, four states in the region, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, joined 12 others
nationwide, where death from drugs had overtaken traffic fatalities. This was due in part to declining traffic fatalities
and partly due to increased deaths from prescription drugs.[51]

In comparing national obesity rates by state, four of the six lowest obesity states were Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Vermont and Rhode Island. New Hampshire and Maine had the 15th and 18th lowest obesity rates, making New
England the least overweight part of the United States.[52]

In 2008, three of New England's states had the least number of uninsured motorists (out of the top five states) -
Massachusetts - 1%, Maine - 4%, and Vermont - 6%.[53]

Nursing home care can be expensive in the region. A private room in Connecticut averaged $125,925 annually. A
one-bedroom in an assisted living facility averaged $55,137 in Massachusetts. Both are national highs.[54]
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Economy

Hartford, nicknamed the "Insurance Capital of the
World."[55]

Overview

Several factors contribute to the uniqueness of the New
England economy. The region is geographically isolated
from the rest of the United States, and is relatively small. It
has a climate and a supply of natural resources (such as
granite, lobster, and codfish) that are different from other
parts of the country. Its population is concentrated on the
coast and in its southern states, and its residents have a
strong regional identity.[56] America's textile industry began
along the Blackstone River with the Slater Mill at Pawtucket,
Rhode Island.[57] This was soon duplicated at similar sources
of water power such as Woonsocket, Rhode Island,
Uxbridge, Massachusetts, and the manufacturing centers of Lowell and Lawrence, Massachusetts.

In the early 20th century, the region underwent a long period of deindustrialization as traditional manufacturing
companies relocated to the Midwest. In the mid-to-late 20th century, manufacturing was replaced by education,
health services, finance, and high technology (including computer and electronic equipment manufacturing) as the
region's most important economic motors.
As of 2007, the inflation-adjusted combined GSPs of the six states of New England was $763.7 billion, with
Massachusetts ($365 billion) contributing the most, and Vermont ($25.4 billion) the least.[58]

Exports

Portland, Maine, the largest tonnage seaport city in New
England.

Exports consist mostly of industrial products, including
specialized machines and weaponry (aircraft and missiles
especially), built by the region's educated workforce. About
half of the region's exports consist of industrial and
commercial machinery, such as computers and electronic and
electrical equipment. This, when combined with instruments,
chemicals, and transportation equipment, makes up about
three-quarters of the region's exports. Granite is quarried at
Barre, Vermont,[59] guns made at Springfield, Massachusetts
and Saco, Maine, boats at Groton, Connecticut and Bath,
Maine, and hand tools at Turners Falls, Massachusetts. Insurance is a driving force in and around Hartford,
Connecticut.[56]
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Vermont Maple Syrup.

New England exports food products, ranging from fish to
lobster, cranberries, Maine potatoes, and maple syrup. The
service industry is important, including tourism, education,
financial and insurance services, plus architectural, building,
and construction services. The U.S. Department of
Commerce has called the New England economy a
microcosm for the entire United States economy.[56]

Manufacturing

In 2010, a University of Connecticut study indicated that five
of the six states rank 43rd or lower as costliest for
manufacturing. Only Maine was less costly. Vermont, Rhode
Island and New Hampshire tied for last place.[60]

Agriculture

Agriculture is limited by the area's rocky soil and cooler
climate. Some New England states, however, are ranked
highly among U.S. states for particular areas of production.
Maine is ranked ninth for aquaculture,[61] and has abundant
potato fields in its northeast part. Vermont fifteenth for dairy products,[62] and Connecticut and Massachusetts
seventh and eleventh for tobacco, respectively.[63] [64] Cranberries are grown in Massachusetts' Cape
Cod-Plymouth-South Shore area, and blueberries in Maine.

Energy

Seabrook Station Nuclear Power Plant in Seabrook, New
Hampshire.

The region is mostly very energy efficient compared to the
country at large. Rhode Island has the lowest per capita
energy consumption of any state in the country and five of
the New England states placed in the lowest eleven. Maine,
by contrast, had the 17th-highest per capita consumption.[65]

Maine is leading New England in wind power production,
and the state's agenda states that by 2030, the state will
produce twice the amount of energy in wind power than it
consumes.[66] Three of the six New England states are
among the country's highest consumers of nuclear power:
Vermont (first, 73.7%), Connecticut (fourth, 48.9%), and
New Hampshire (sixth, 46%).[67]

The six New England states, as of 2008, collectively have the highest electricity costs in the nation. The lowest rates
are in Vermont, which stands at 41st in the country; Rhode Island is ranked 50th (out of 51) with the highest rates in
the region.[68]
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Employment
As of June 2010, the unemployment rate in New England was 8.6%, below the national average. New Hampshire,
with the lowest of the six states, had a rate of 5.9%. The highest was Rhode Island, with 12.0%. As of May 2010, the
metropolitan statistical area (MSA) with the lowest rate, 4.8%, was Burlington-South Burlington, Vermont; the MSA
with the highest rate, 14.6%, was Lawrence-Methuen-Salem, in Massachusetts and southern New Hampshire.[69]

According to the 2000 census, New England has two of the ten poorest cities (by percentage living below the
poverty line) in the United States: the state capital cities of Providence, Rhode Island and Hartford, Connecticut.[70]

These cities have struggled as manufacturing, their traditional economic mainstay, has declined.[71] On the other
hand, New Hampshire, as of 2008, had the lowest poverty rate in the United States.[72]

Politics
The early European settlers of New England were English Protestants fleeing religious persecution. This, however,
did not prevent them from establishing colonies where religion was legislated to an extreme, and where those who
deviated from the established doctrine were persecuted greatly. The early history of much of New England is marked
by religious intolerance and harsh laws. In the beginning, there was no separation of church and state in these places,
and the activities of the individual were severely restricted.[73] This contrasts sharply with the strong separation of
church and state upon which Rhode Island was founded. Providence had no public burial ground and no Common
until the year 1700 (64 years after its founding) because religious and government institutions were so rigorously
kept distinct.[74]

New England and political thought

The writings of Henry David Thoreau
influenced thinkers as diverse as Martin Luther

King, Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy,
Marcel Proust, and Emma Goldman.

During the colonial period and the early years of the American republic,
New England leaders like John Hancock, John Adams, and Samuel
Adams joined those in Philadelphia and Virginia to assist and lead the
newly-forming country. Daniel Webster was influential in expressing the
political views of New Englanders in the early 19th century. At the time
of the American Civil War, New England, the mid-Atlantic, and the
Midwest, which had long since abolished slavery, united against the
Confederate States of America, ending the practice in the United States.
Henry David Thoreau, iconic New England writer and philosopher,
made the case for civil disobedience and individualism, and has been
adopted by the anarchist tradition. Benjamin Tucker, of Massachusetts,
was a proponent of individualist anarchism. A modern example of this
individualist spirit is the Free State Project in New Hampshire, and The
Second Vermont Republic in Vermont.

While modern New England is known for its liberal tendencies, Puritan
New England was highly intolerant of any deviation from strict social
norms. During the 1960s civil rights era, Boston brewed with racial
tension over school bussing to end de facto segregation of its public
schools.[75]

Eight presidents of the United States have been born in New England,
however only five are usually affiliated with the area. They are, in chronological order: John Adams
(Massachusetts), John Quincy Adams (Massachusetts), Franklin Pierce (New Hampshire), Chester A. Arthur (born

in Vermont, affiliated with New York), Calvin Coolidge (born in Vermont, affiliated with Massachusetts), John F. 
Kennedy (Massachusetts), George H. W. Bush (born in Massachusetts, affiliated with Texas) and George W. Bush
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(born in Connecticut, affiliated with Texas).
Nine vice presidents of the United States have been born in New England, however, again only five are usually
affiliated with the area. They are, in chronological order: John Adams, Elbridge Gerry (Massachusetts), Hannibal
Hamlin (Maine), Henry Wilson (born in New Hampshire, affiliated with Massachusetts), Chester A. Arthur, Levi P.
Morton (born in Vermont, affiliated with New York), Calvin Coolidge, Nelson Rockefeller (born in Maine, affiliated
with New York), George H.W. Bush.
Eleven of the Speakers of the United States House of Representatives have been elected from New England. They
are, in chronological order: Jonathan Trumbull, Jr. (2nd Speaker, Connecticut), Theodore Sedgwick (5th Speaker,
Massachusetts), Joseph Bradley Varnum (7th Speaker, Massachusetts), Robert Charles Winthrop (22nd Speaker,
Massachusetts), Nathaniel Prentice Banks (25th Speaker, Massachusetts), James G. Blaine (31st Speaker, Maine),
Thomas Brackett Reed (36th and 38th, Maine), Frederick Gillett (42nd, Massachusetts), Joseph William Martin, Jr.
(49th and 51st, Massachusetts), John William McCormack (53rd, Massachusetts) and Tip O'Neill (55th,
Massachusetts).

Contemporary politics
The six states of New England voted for the Democratic Party Presidential nominee in the 1992, 1996, 2004, and
2008 elections, and every state but New Hampshire voted for Al Gore in the presidential election of 2000. It is one of
the most liberal regions in the United States.[76] [77] [78] Currently all members of the United States House of
Representatives from New England belong to or caucus with the Democratic Party. The only democratic socialist in
the United States Congress is from New England. New England has the only current independent senators-Bernie
Sanders representing Vermont and Joseph Lieberman representing Connecticut.
Since 1962, the dominant party in New England has been the Democratic Party. In every New England state, both
legislative houses have a majority of Democratic representatives. Since 2006, the parties have split the governor's
positions with Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts being Democratic and Connecticut, Rhode Island and
Vermont being held by Republicans. The latter three states have legislatures with veto-overriding Democratic
super-majorities.[79] [80] [81]

In the election of 2008, the Democratic Party won all of New England's seats in the lower house of Congress, as
Congressman Chris Shays of Connecticut's fourth Congressional District, New England's lone Republican in the
House of Representatives, lost to Democrat Jim Himes.
Due to the liberal lean of the region, the state Republican parties and the elected Republican officials have been more
politically and socially moderate than the national Republican Party, including Senators Susan Collins and Olympia
Snowe of Maine and Scott Brown of Massachusetts as well as Governors Donald Carcieri (RI), Jodi Rell (CT) and
Jim Douglas (VT). Republican Senator Judd Gregg of New Hampshire has been moderate-to-conservative, but this is
reflective of New Hampshire being the most conservative state in the region, as New Hampshire, prior to the 2006
election, had the only Republican-controlled legislature in New England.
Collectively, New England has as many electoral votes (34) as Texas, though they are decided by each state.
Comparatively, New England has better electoral representation—the population of New England is over 14 million
while the population of Texas just under 24 million. In the 2000 presidential election, Democratic candidate Al Gore
carried all of the New England states except for New Hampshire, and in 2004, John Kerry, a New Englander himself,
won all six New England states.[82] In both the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections, every congressional district
with the exception of New Hampshire's 1st district were won by Gore and Kerry respectively. During the 2008
Democratic primaries, Hillary Clinton won the three New England states containing Greater Boston (Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, and New Hampshire), while Barack Obama won the three that did not (Connecticut, Maine, and
Vermont). In the 2008 presidential election, the Democratic candidate, Barack Obama, carried all six states by 9
percentage points or more.[83] He carried every county in New England except for Piscataquis County, Maine, which
he lost by 4% to Senator John McCain (R-AZ).
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New Hampshire primary

Alumni Hall at Saint Anselm College has served
as a backdrop for the media reports during the

New Hampshire primary

Historically, the New Hampshire primary has been the first in a series
of nationwide political party primary elections held in the United
States every four years. Held in the state of New Hampshire, it usually
marks the beginning of the U.S. presidential election process. Even
though few delegates are chosen from New Hampshire, the primary
has always been pivotal to both New England and American politics.
Colleges such as the University of New Hampshire, Dartmouth
College and Saint Anselm College have had presidential candidates
visit their campuses and campaign to students. Local factories and
diners are valuable photo-ops for candidates, who hope to use this
quintessential New England image to their advantage by portraying
themselves as sympathetic to blue collar workers. Media coverage of the primary enables candidates low on funds to
"rally back"; an example of this was President Bill Clinton who referred to himself as "The Comeback Kid"
following the 1992 primary. National media outlets have converged on small New Hampshire towns, such as during
the 2007 and 2008 national presidential debates held at Saint Anselm College in the town of Goffstown.[84] [85]

Goffstown and other towns in New Hampshire have been experiencing this influx of national media since the 1950s.

Anti-nuclear movement
The national movement against nuclear power had its roots in New England in the 1970s. Its beginnings can be
traced to 1974 when activist Sam Lovejoy toppled a weather tower at the site of the proposed Montague Nuclear
Power Plant in Western Massachusetts.[86] The movement “reached critical mass’’ with the arrests at Seabrook
Station Nuclear Power Plant on May 1, 1977, when 1,414 anti-nuclear activists from the Clamshell Alliance were
arrested at the Seabrook site. Harvey Wasserman, a Clamshell spokesman at Seabrook, and Frances Crowe of
Northampton, an American Friends Service Committee member, played key roles in the movement.[86]

Government
In a study from 2005 to 2008, three New England states, Rhode Island, Connecticut and New Hampshire were
among the five states with the highest average property taxes, in percent of home value, in the country.[87]

Town meetings

A New England town meeting in Huntington, Vermont.

A derivative of meetings held by church
elders, town meetings were and are an
integral part of governance of many New
England towns. At such meetings, any
citizen of the town may discuss issues with
other members of the community and vote
on them. This is the strongest example of
direct democracy in the United States today,
and the form of dialogue has been adopted
under certain circumstances elsewhere, most
strongly in the states closest to the region,
such as New York, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. Such a strong democratic
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tradition was even apparent in the early 19th century, when Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in Democracy in America
that in:

“New England, where education and liberty are the daughters of morality and religion, where society has acquired age and stability enough to
enable it to form principles and hold fixed habits, the common people are accustomed to respect intellectual and moral superiority and to
submit to it without complaint, although they set at naught all those privileges which wealth and birth have introduced among mankind. In
New England, consequently, the democracy makes a more judicious choice than it does elsewhere.[88] ”

James Madison, a critic of town meetings, however, wrote in Federalist No. 55 that, regardless of the assembly,
"passion never fails to wrest the scepter from reason. Had every Athenian citizen been a Socrates, every Athenian
assembly would still have been a mob."[89] Today, the use and effectiveness of town meetings, as well as the
possible application of the format to other regions and countries, is still discussed by scholars.[90]

Notable laws

The New England states abolished the death penalty for robbery and burglary in the 19th century, before much of the
rest of the United States did. New Hampshire and Connecticut are the only New England states that allow capital
punishment.[91] Although New Hampshire currently has one death row inmate, it has not held an execution since
1939. Connecticut held an execution in 2005, the first in New England since a previous Connecticut execution in
1960.[92]

Same-sex marriage is permitted in four New England states. In 2010, it was being debated in the Rhode Island
legislature. In Maine, it was legalized by the legislature in 2009, but defeated in a referendum (53% voted to ban it
versus 47% who voted to legalize it) later the same year.

Education

Colleges and universities

New England is home to four of the eight Ivy
League universities. Pictured here is Dartmouth

Hall on the campus of Dartmouth College.

New England contains some of the oldest and most renowned
institutions of higher learning in the United States. The first such
institution, subsequently named Harvard College, was founded at
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to train preachers, in 1636. Yale University
was founded in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, in 1701, and awarded the
nation's first doctoral (Ph.D.) degree in 1861. Yale moved to New
Haven, Connecticut, in 1718 where it has remained to the present day.
Brown University, the first college in the nation to accept students of
all religious affiliations and seventh-oldest institution of higher
learning, was founded in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1764.
Dartmouth College was founded five years later in Hanover, New
Hampshire, with the mission of educating the local American Indian
population as well as English youth. The University of Vermont, the fifth oldest university in New England, was
founded in 1791, the same year Vermont joined the Union.

In addition to four out of eight Ivy League schools, New England also contains the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), the Little Three, four of the original seven sisters, the bulk of institutions identified as the Little
Ivies, and the Five Colleges consortium in western Massachusetts.
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Private and independent secondary schools
At the pre-college level, New England is home to a number of American independent schools (also known as private
schools). The concept of the elite "New England prep school" (preparatory school) and the "preppy" lifestyle is an
iconic part of the region's image.[93] The region has several of the highest ranked high schools in the United States,
such as the Maine School of Science and Mathematics located in Limestone, Maine.[94]

See the list of private schools for each state:
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont.

Public education
New England is home to some of the oldest public schools in the nation. Boston Latin School is the oldest public
high school in America. Several signers of the Declaration of Independence attended Boston Latin.[95] Portland High
School in Portland, Maine is the second oldest operating high school in the United States.[96]

New England states fund their public schools with expenditures per student, and teacher salaries above the national
median. As of 2005, the National Education Association ranked Connecticut with the highest-paid teachers in the
country. Massachusetts and Rhode Island ranked eighth and ninth, respectively.
Three New England states, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont, have cooperated in developing a New
England Common Assessment Program test under the No Child Left Behind guidelines. These states can compare
the resultant scores with each other.
Maine's Maine Learning Technology Initiative program supplies all 7-8th graders and half of the states high
schoolers with Apple MacBook laptops.

Academic journals and press
Several academic journals and publishing companies are published in the region, including The New England
Journal of Medicine, Harvard University Press, and Yale University Press. Some of its institutions lead the open
access alternative to conventional academic publication, including MIT, the University of Connecticut, and the
University of Maine. The Federal Reserve Bank of Boston publishes the New England Economic Review.[97]

Culture

Cushing house, Hingham, Massachusetts

New England has a history of shared heritage and culture primarily
shaped by waves of immigration from Europe.[98] In contrast to other
American regions, many of New England's earliest Puritan settlers came
from eastern England, contributing to New England's distinctive
accents, foods, customs, and social structures.[99] Within modern New
England a cultural divide exists between urban New Englanders living
along the densely-populated coastline and rural New Englanders in
western Massachusetts, northwestern Connecticut, Vermont, New
Hampshire, and Maine, where population density is low.[100]

Today, New England is the least religious part of the United States. In
2009, less than half of those polled in Maine, Massachusetts, New

Hampshire, and Vermont claimed that religion was an important part of their daily lives. In Connecticut and Rhode
Island, also among the top ten least religious states, only 55 and 53 percent, respectively, of those polled claimed that
it was.[101]
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Classic New England Church in Peacham,
Vermont

Cultural roots

The first European colonists of New England were focused on maritime
affairs such as whaling and fishing, rather than more continental
inclinations such as surplus farming. One of the older American regions,
New England has developed a distinct cuisine, dialect, architecture, and
government. New England cuisine is known for its emphasis on seafood
and dairy; clam chowder, lobster, and other products of the sea are
among some of the region's most popular foods.

Aside from the Canadian province of Nova Scotia, or "New Scotland",
New England is the only North American region to inherit the name of a
kingdom in the British Isles. New England has largely preserved its
regional character, especially in its historic places. Today, the region is
more ethnically diverse, having seen waves of immigration from
Ireland, Quebec, Italy, Portugal, Asia, Latin America, Africa, other parts
of the United States, and elsewhere. The enduring European influence
can be seen in the region, from use of traffic rotaries to the bilingual
French and English towns of northern Vermont, Maine, and New
Hampshire, as innocuous as the sprinkled use of British spelling, and as obvious as the region's heavy prevalence of
English town and county names, and its unique, often non-rhotic coastal dialect reminiscent of southeastern England.

New England is the traditional center of ethnic English ancestry and culture in the United States. The only place in
the U.S. outside New England with a significant majority English ethnicity is Utah-Eastern Idaho, the traditional
core of the Jello Belt region, whose proportion of English Americans is actually higher today than that of New
England, with Utah being the most English of U.S. states with 29.0% English ancestry, followed by New England
states Maine with 21.5% and Vermont with 18.4%. This population is, in contrast, far more conservative than
modern New England and is mainly LDS in religion, but its substratal cultural character is largely reminiscent of
both early 19th-century New England and Victorian England (due to later direct handcart immigration).

Accents
There are several American English accents spoken in the region including New England English and Boston
English.
The often-parodied Boston accent is native to the region. Many of its most stereotypical features (such as r-dropping
and the so-called broad A) are believed to have originated in Boston from the influence of England's Received
Pronunciation, which shares those features. While at one point Boston accents were most strongly associated with
the so-called "Eastern Establishment" and Boston's upper class, today the accent is predominantly associated with
blue-collar natives as exemplified by movies like Good Will Hunting and The Departed. The Boston accent and
accents closely related to it cover eastern Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine.[102]
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Social activities and music
In much of rural New England, particularly Maine, Acadian and Québécois culture are included in the region's music
and dance. Contra dancing and country square dancing are popular throughout New England, usually backed by live
Irish, Acadian, or other folk music.

Opera houses and theaters, like the Vergennes Opera
House in Vergennes, Vermont, are popular in New

England towns.

Traditional knitting, quilting and rug hooking circles in rural New
England have become less common; church, sports, and town
government are more typical social activities. New Englanders of
all ages also enjoy ice cream socials. These traditional gatherings
are often hosted in individual homes or civic centers; larger groups
regularly assemble at special-purpose ice cream parlors that dot
the countryside. In fact, New England leads the country in ice
cream consumption per capita.[103] [104]

In the United States, candlepin bowling is essentially confined to
New England, where it was invented in the 19th century.[105]

New England was for some time an important center of American
classical music. The Second New England School was
instrumental in reinvigorating the tradition in the United States.
Prominent modernist composers also come from the region, including Charles Ives and John Adams. Boston is the
site of the New England Conservatory and the Boston Symphony Orchestra.

In terms of rock music, the region has produced bands as different as Aerosmith, the Pixies, and Boston. Dick Dale,
a Quincy, Massachusetts native, helped popularize surf rock. The region is also home to prominent hardcore and
punk scenes.

Media
The leading national cable sports broadcaster ESPN is headquartered in Bristol, Connecticut. New England has
several regional cable networks, including New England Cable News (NECN) and the New England Sports Network
(NESN). New England Cable News is the largest regional news network in the United States, broadcasting to more
than 3.2 million homes in all of the New England states. Its studios are located in Newton, Massachusetts, outside of
Boston, it maintains bureaus in Manchester, New Hampshire; Hartford, Connecticut; Worcester, Massachusetts;
Portland, Maine; and Burlington, Vermont.[106] In Connecticut, Litchfield, Fairfield, and New Haven counties also
broadcast New York based news programs—this is due in part to the immense influence New York has on this
region's economy and culture, and also to enable Connecticut broadcasters the ability to compete with overlapping
media coverage from New York-area broadcasters.
NESN broadcasts the Boston Red Sox and Boston Bruins throughout the region, save for Fairfield County,
Connecticut.[107] Most of Connecticut (save for Tolland and Windham counties in the state's northeast corner) and
even southern Rhode Island gets YES network, the channel which the New York Yankees are broadcasted on. For
the most part, the same areas also carry SNY, Sports New York, which is the channel New York Mets games are
broadcasted on.
Comcast SportsNet New England carries the Boston Celtics, New England Revolution and Boston Cannons.
While most New England cities have daily newspapers, the Boston Globe and New York Times are distributed widely
throughout the region. Major newspapers also include The Providence Journal, and Hartford Courant, the nation's
oldest continuously published newspaper.[108]
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Comedy

New Englanders are well represented in American comedy. Writers for The Simpsons often come by way of the
Harvard Lampoon. Family Guy, an animated sitcom situated in Rhode Island, as well as American Dad, were created
by Connecticut native and Rhode Island School of Design graduate Seth MacFarlane. A number of Saturday Night
Live (SNL) cast members have origins in New England, from Adam Sandler to Amy Poehler, who also stars in the
NBC television series Parks and Recreation. Former Daily Show show correspondents Rob Corddry and Steve Carell
are from Massachusetts, with the latter also being involved in film and the American adaptation of The Office. Late
night television hosts Jay Leno and Conan O'Brien have origins in the Boston area. Notable stand-up comedians,
including Dane Cook, Sarah Silverman, Lisa Lampanelli, and Louis CK, are also from the region. Former SNL cast
member Seth Meyers once attributed the region's imprint on American humor to its "sort of wry New England sense
of pointing out anyone who's trying to make a big deal of himself," with the Boston Globe suggesting that irony and
sarcasm, as well as Irish influences, are its trademarks.[109]

Literature

Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston and
spent most of his literary career in Concord,

Massachusetts

The literature of New England has had an enduring influence on
American literature in general, with themes such as religion, race, the
individual versus society, social repression, and nature, emblematic of
the larger concerns of American letters.[110]

New England has been the birthplace of American authors and poets.
Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston. Henry David Thoreau was
born in Concord, Massachusetts, where he famously lived, for some
time, by Walden Pond, on Emerson's land. Nathaniel Hawthorne,
romantic era writer, was born in historical Salem; later, he would live
in Concord at the same time as Emerson and Thoreau; all three writers
have strong connections to The Old Manse, a home in the Emmerson
family and a key center of the Transcendentalist movement. Emily
Dickinson lived most of her life in Amherst, Massachusetts. Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow was from Portland, Maine. Edgar Allan Poe
was born in Boston. According to reports, the famed Mother Goose,
the author of fairy tales and nursery rhymes was originally a person
named Elizabeth Foster Goose or Mary Goose who lived in Boston.
Poets James Russell Lowell, Amy Lowell, and Robert Lowell, a
Confessionalist poet and teacher of Sylvia Plath, were all New England
natives. Anne Sexton, also taught by Lowell, was born and died in
Massachusetts. Much of the work of Nobel Prize laureate Eugene O'Neill is often associated with the city of New
London, Connecticut where he spent many summers. The 14th U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall, a New Hampshire
resident, continues the line of renowned New England poets. Noah Webster, the Father of American Scholarship and
Education, was born in West Hartford, Connecticut. Pulitzer Prize winning poets Edwin Arlington Robinson, Edna
St. Vincent Millay and Robert P. T. Coffin were born in Maine. Poets Stanley Kunitz and Elizabeth Bishop were
both born in Worcester, Massachusetts. Pulitzer Prize winning poet Galway Kinnell was born in Providence, Rhode
Island. Oliver La Farge was a New Englander of French and Narragansett descent, won the Pulitzer Prize for the
Novel, the predecessor to the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, in 1930 for his book Laughing Boy. John P. Marquand grew
up in Newburyport, Massachusetts. Novelist Edwin O'Connor, who was also known as a radio personality and
journalist, won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction for his novel The Edge of Sadness. Pulitzer Prize winner John Cheever,
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a novelist and short story writer, was born in Quincy, Massachusetts set most of his fiction in old New England
villages based on various South Shore towns around his birthcity. E. Annie Proulx was born in Norwich,
Connecticut. David Lindsay-Abaire, who won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 2007 for his play Rabbit Hole, was
raised in Boston.
Ethan Frome, written in 1911 by Edith Wharton, is set in turn-of-the-century New England, in the fictitious town of
Starkfield, Massachusetts. Like much literature of the region, it plays off themes of isolation and hopelessness. New
England is also the setting for most of the gothic horror stories of H. P. Lovecraft, who lived his life in Providence,
Rhode Island. Real New England towns such as Ipswich, Newburyport, Rowley, and Marblehead are given fictional
names such as Dunwich, Arkham, Innsmouth, Kingsport, and Miskatonic and then featured quite often in his stories.
Lovecraft had an immense appreciation for the New England area, and when he had to re-locate to New York City,
he longed to return to his beloved native land.

An illustration from Herman Melville's
Moby-Dick.

The region has also drawn the attention of authors and poets from other
parts of the United States. Mark Twain found Hartford to be the most
beautiful city in the United States and made it his home, and wrote his
masterpieces there. He lived directly next door to Harriett Beecher
Stowe, a local whose most famous work is Uncle Tom's Cabin. John
Updike, originally from Pennsylvania, eventually moved to Ipswich,
Massachusetts, which served as the model for the fictional New
England town of Tarbox in his 1968 novel Couples. Robert Frost was
born in California, but moved to Massachusetts during his teen years
and published his first poem in Lawrence; his frequent use of New
England settings and themes ensured that he would be associated with
the region. Arthur Miller, a New York City native, used New England
as the setting for some of his works, most notably The Crucible.
Herman Melville, originally for New York City, bought the house now
known as Arrowhead in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and while he lived
there he wrote his greatest novel Moby-Dick. Poet Maxine Kumin was
born in Philadelphia, currently resides in Warner, New Hampshire.
Pulitzer Prize winning poet Mary Oliver was born in Maple Heights,
Ohio has lived in Provincetown, Massachusetts for the last forty years.
Charles Simic who was born in Belgrade, Serbia (at that time

Yugoslavia) grew up in Chicago and lives in Strafford, New Hampshire, on the shore of Bow Lake and is the
professor emeritus of American literature and creative writing at the University of New Hampshire. Pulitzer Prize
winning novelist and short story writer Steven Millhauser, whose short story "Eisenheim the Illusionist" was adapted
into the 2006 film The Illusionist, was born in New York City and raised in Connecticut.

More recently, Stephen King, born in Portland, Maine, has used the small towns of his home state as the setting for
much of his horror fiction, with several of his stories taking place in or near the fictional town of Castle Rock. Just to
the south, Exeter, New Hampshire was the birthplace of best-selling novelist John Irving and Dan Brown, author of
The Da Vinci Code. Rick Moody has set many of his works in southern New England, focusing on wealthy families
of suburban Connecticut's Gold Coast and their battles with addiction and anomie. Derek Walcott, a playwright and
poet, who won the 1992 Nobel Prize for Literature, teaches poetry at Boston University. Pulitzer Prize winner
Cormac McCarthy, whose novel No Country for Old Men was made into the Academy Award for Best Picture
winning film in 2007, was born in Providence (although he moved to Tennessee when he was a boy).
Largely on the strength of its local writers, Boston was for some years the center of the U.S. publishing industry, 
before being overtaken by New York in the middle of the nineteenth century. Boston remains the home of publishers 
Houghton Mifflin and Pearson Education, and was the longtime home of literary magazine The Atlantic Monthly.
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Merriam-Webster is based in Springfield, Massachusetts. Yankee, a magazine for New Englanders, is based in
Dublin, New Hampshire.

Sports
Two popular American sports were invented in New England. Basketball was invented by James Naismith (a
Canadian) in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1891.[111] Volleyball was invented by William G. Morgan in Holyoke,
Massachusetts, in 1895.[112] Additionally, Walter Camp is credited with developing modern American football in
New Haven, Connecticut in the 1870s and 1880s.[113]

The World Wrestling Entertainment has its headquarters in Stamford, Connecticut.
New Hampshire Motor Speedway is an oval racetrack which has hosted several NASCAR and American
Championship Car Racing races, whereas Lime Rock Park is a traditional road racing venue home of sports car
races. Events at these venues have had the "New England" moniker, such as the NASCAR Cup Series New England
300, the NASCAR Nationwide Series New England 200, the IndyCar Series New England Indy 200 and the
American Le Mans Series New England Grand Prix.

Professional and semi-professional sports teams

Fenway Park, home of the Boston Red Sox, is the
oldest operating ballpark in the United States.

The major professional sports teams in New England are based in the
Boston area: the Boston Red Sox, the New England Patriots (based in
Foxborough, Massachusetts), the Boston Celtics, the Boston Bruins,
the Boston Cannons and the New England Revolution (also based in
Foxborough). Hartford had a professional hockey team, the Hartford
Whalers from 1975 until they moved to North Carolina in 1997.
Bridgeport had a professional lacrosse team the Bridgeport Barrage
until they moved to Philadelphia and later ceased operation. A WNBA
team, the Connecticut Sun, are based in southeastern Connecticut at the Mohegan Sun resort. Hartford currently has
a professional football franchise, the Hartford Colonials, of the fledgling United Football League.

There are also minor league baseball and hockey teams based in larger cities such as the Pawtucket Red Sox
(baseball), the Providence Bruins (hockey), the Worcester Tornadoes (baseball) and the Worcester Sharks (hockey),
the Lowell Spinners (baseball) and the Lowell Devils (hockey), the Portland Sea Dogs (baseball) and the Portland
Pirates (hockey), the Bridgeport Bluefish (baseball) and the Bridgeport Sound Tigers (hockey), the Connecticut
Defenders (baseball), the New Britain Rock Cats (baseball), the Vermont Lake Monsters (baseball), the New
Hampshire Fisher Cats (baseball) and the Manchester Monarchs (hockey), the Brockton Rox (baseball), the Hartford
Wolf Pack (hockey), and the Springfield Falcons (hockey).

The NBA Development League fields two teams in New England: the Maine Red Claws, based in Portland, Maine,
and the Springfield Armor in Springfield, Massachusetts. The Red Claws are affiliated with the Boston Celtics and
the Charlotte Bobcats and the Armor are affiliated with the New Jersey Nets, New York Knicks, and Philadelphia
76ers. New England is also represented in the Premier Basketball League by the Vermont Frost Heaves of Barre,
Vermont and, until recently, the Manchester Millrats from Manchester, New Hampshire.
Thanksgiving Day high school football rivalries date back to the 19th century, and the Harvard-Yale rivalry ("The
Game") is the oldest active rivalry in college football. The Boston Marathon, run on Patriots' Day every year, is a
New England cultural institution and the oldest annual marathon in the world. While the race offers far less prize
money than many other marathons, and the Newton hills have helped ensure that no world record has been set on the
course since 1947, the race's difficulty and long history make it one of the world's most prestigious marathons.[114]
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Notable places

Boats on the Kennebunk River between
Kennebunk and Kennebunkport, Maine

Historic

New England features many of the oldest cities and towns in the
country. The following places are replete with historic buildings, parks,
and streetscapes (following the coast from New Haven):
• Windsor, Vermont
• New Haven, Connecticut
• Hartford, Connecticut
• Springfield, Massachusetts
• Providence, Rhode Island
• Newport, Rhode Island
• Plymouth, Massachusetts
• Boston and its surrounding area
• Quincy, Massachusetts
• Salem, Massachusetts
• Gloucester, Massachusetts
• Newburyport, Massachusetts
• Portsmouth, New Hampshire
• Portland, Maine
• Eastport, Maine
• Cape Elizabeth, Maine

Recreational

The New Haven Green was created in 1638 and
remains preserved today as the heart of what

could be considered to be the first planned city in
the United States.[115]

The Appalachian Mountains run through northern New England which
make for excellent skiing. Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine are
home to various ski resorts.

Cape Cod, Nantucket, and Martha's Vineyard in Massachusetts are
popular tourist destinations for their small-town charm and beaches.
All have restrictive zoning laws to prevent sprawl and
overdevelopment.

Acadia National Park, off the coast of Maine, preserves most of Mount
Desert Island and includes mountains, an ocean shoreline, woodlands,
and lakes.

Additionally, the coastal New England states are home to many
oceanfront beaches.
The financial magazine Money, in a 2006 survey entitled "Best Places to Live," ranked several New England towns
and cities in the top one hundred. In Connecticut, Fairfield, part of the New York, New Jersey, Connecticut area, was
ranked ninth, while Stamford was ranked forty-sixth. In Maine, Portland ranked eighty-ninth. In Massachusetts,
Newton was ranked twenty-second. In New Hampshire, Nashua, a past number one, was ranked eighty-seventh. In
Rhode Island, Cranston was ranked seventy-eighth, while Warwick was ranked eighty-third.[116]
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Infrastructure

The MBTA Commuter Rail serves much of
Massachusetts and parts of Rhode Island, with
plans for expansion into New Hampshire.[117]

[118]

Six mainline Interstate highways cross New England, with at least one
serving each state and its respective capital city:

 Interstate 84 enters New England at Danbury, Connecticut, and
crosses that state to the northeast; connecting the city of Waterbury and
the state capital of Hartford before terminating at a junction with
Interstate 90 in Massachusetts.

 Interstate 90, also signed east-west, carries the Massachusetts
Turnpike designation as it crosses the state. I-90 enters Massachusetts
at West Stockbridge and travels eastward to its terminus in Boston;
connecting the cities of Springfield and Worcester and intersecting
many of New England's major north-south routes.

 Interstate 89, signed north-south, begins at a junction with
Interstate 93 just south of Concord, New Hampshire. I-89 travels to the
northwest towards its terminus at the Canadian border, connecting
Lebanon, the state capital of Montpelier, and Burlington (Vermont's
largest city) along the way.

 Interstate 91 begins in New Haven, Connecticut at a junction with Interstate 95, running north from there
throughout Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Vermont until it reaches the Canadian border. I-91 parallels U.S. Route
5 for its entire length, and much of the route also follows the Connecticut River, linking many of the major cities and
towns along the river including Hartford, Springfield, and Brattleboro. I-91 is the only Interstate route within New
England that intersects all five of the others.

 Interstate 93 begins in Canton, Massachusetts at a junction with Interstate 95, running northeastward from there
through the city of Boston. I-93 travels north from Boston and into New Hampshire, where it serves as the main
Interstate highway through that state and links many of the larger cities and towns (including the capital, Concord,
and Manchester). I-93 eventually enters Vermont and reaches its northern terminus at a junction with Interstate 91.

 Interstate 95, which runs along the East Coast, enters New England at Greenwich, Connecticut, and runs in a
general northeastern direction along the Atlantic Ocean, eventually heading through Maine's sparsely-populated
north country to its northern terminus at the Canadian border. I-95 serves many of the coastline's cities, including the
state capitals of Providence and Augusta, while serving as a partial beltway around Boston. I-95 travels through
every New England state except Vermont, and is the only two-digit Interstate highway to enter the states of Rhode
Island and Maine.
The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) provides rail and subway service within the Boston
metropolitan area, bus service in Greater Boston, and commuter rail service throughout Eastern Massachusetts and
parts of Rhode Island. The New York City Metropolitan Transportation Authority's Metro-North Commuter Railroad
provides rail, serving many commuters in Southwestern Connecticut, while the Connecticut Department of
Transportation operates the Shore Line East commuter rail service along the Connecticut coastline east of New
Haven.
Amtrak provides interstate rail service throughout New England. Boston is the northern terminus of the Northeast
Corridor line. The Vermonter connects Vermont to Massachusetts and Connecticut, while the Downeaster links
Maine to Boston.
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See also

• Amusement parks in New England
• Beaches of New England
• Boston accent
• Cuisine of New England
• Extreme points of New England

• Historic New England
• Mammals of New England
• New England Planters
• New England town
• New England Colonies
• Nova Scotia
• Swamp Yankee

• Vegetation of New England
• Yankee
• New Albion
• New Albion (colony)
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Pilgrims

Pilgrim by Gheorghe Tattarescu.

In the United States the word "Pilgrims" usually refers to the English
settlers of New England, who celebrated the "First Thanksgiving" with the
Native Americans in 1621.

A pilgrim (lat. peregrinus) is one who undertakes a pilgrimage, literally 'far
afield'. This is traditionally a visit to a place of some religious or historic
significance; often a considerable distance is traveled. Examples include a
Christian, Jew, or a Muslim visiting Jerusalem.

History

An Indian pilgrim in Gangasagar in West Bengal,
India

Pilgrims and the making of pilgrimages are common in many religions,
including the faiths in ancient Egypt, Persia in the Mithraic period,
India, China, and Japan. The Greek and Roman customs of consulting
the gods at local oracles, such as those at Dodona or Delphi, both in
Greece, are widely known. In Greece, pilgrimages could either be
personal or state-sponsored.[1]

In the early period of Hebrew history, pilgrims traveled to Shiloh, Dan,
Bethel, and eventually Jerusalem, a practice followed by other
Abrahamic religions. While many religious pilgrims travel toward a
specific destination, a physical location is not a necessity. One group of
pilgrims in early Celtic Christianity were the Peregrinari Pro Christ, (Pilgrims for Christ), or "white martyrs". They
left their homes to wander in the world.[2] This sort of pilgrimage was an ascetic religious practice, as the pilgrim left
the security of home and the clan for an unknown destination, in complete trust of Divine Providence. These travels
often resulted in the founding of new abbeys and spreading Christianity among the pagan population in Britain as
well as in continental Europe.
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Modern era

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, like
many fans of Elvis Presley, visited Graceland

Many religions still espouse pilgrimage as a spiritual activity. The
great Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca (now in Saudi Arabia), is obligatory
for every able Muslim. Other Islamic devotional pilgrimages,
particularly to the tombs of Shia Imams or Sufi saints, are also popular
across the Islamic world.

A modern phenomenon is the cultural pilgrimage, which while also
about personal journey, involves a secular response. Destinations for
such pilgrims can include historic sites of national or cultural
importance, and can be defined as places "of cultural significance: an
artist's home, the location of a pivotal event or an iconic destination."[3]

An example might be a baseball fan visiting Cooperstown, New York. Destinations for cultural pilgrims include
examples such as Auschwitz concentration camp, Gettysburg Battlefield, the Ernest Hemingway House or even
Disneyland.[3] Cultural pilgrims may also travel on religious pilgrimage routes, such as the Way of St. James, with
the perspective of making it a historic or architectural tour rather than a religious experience.[4]

Secular pilgrims also exist under communist regimes. These devotional but strictly secular pilgrims visited locations
such as the Mausoleum of Lenin or Mausoleum of Mao Zedong, or the Birthplace of Karl Marx. Such visits were
sometimes state-sponsored.

Notable pilgrims

Pope John Paul II was known as the
"pilgrim pope" for his travels.

Many national and international leaders have gone on pilgrimages for both
personal and political reasons.
• Bridget of Sweden
• Columba
• Egeria
• Mahatma Gandhi[5]

• Ruslan Gelayev
• Godric of Finchale
• Tenzin Gyatso, 14th Dalai Lama and Rangjung Rigpe Dorje
• Ignatius of Loyola
• Judah HaLevi
• Pope John Paul II
• Mustapha Kartali
• Margery Kempe
• Junichiro Koizumi
• Malcolm X
• Mansa Musa
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Literature
• Documentation, of a modern pilgrimage to Rome [6]. Kerschbaum & Gattinger, Via Francigena. DVD. Vienna:

Verlag EUROVIA, 2005. ISBN 3200005009

External links
• Pilgrims and Pilgrimage - An Online Teaching and Learning Resource [7]

• The Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela Wiki [8]

• All about Pilgrimage and Ways in Europe from the EUROVIA Association [9]

• Way of A Pilgrim [10] Modern Christian pilgrim loosely based on the Russian Orthodox classic The Way of A
Pilgrim

• How to be a pilgrim [11] Theory & Practice
• Pilgrimages to Jerusalem [12] Descriptions of pilgrimages to Jerusalem from the 3rd-20th centuries
• Medieval Pilgrims' Clothing [13] Illustrations of 13th-16th century pilgrims, and links to photos of 16th century

clothing made for pilgrimage
• Account of pilgrimage to Nidaros (Trondheim) in Norway on Olav's Way. With useful page about kit. [14]

• Pilgrim Society from Canada [15]
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War of 1812
The War of 1812 was a military conflict fought between the forces of the United States of America and those of the
British Empire[1] . The Americans declared war in 1812 for a number of reasons, including trade restrictions,
impressment of American merchant sailors into the Royal Navy, British support of American Indian tribes against
American expansion, and the humiliation of American honor. Until 1814, the British Empire adopted a defensive
strategy, repelling multiple American invasions of the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. However, the
Americans won control of Lake Erie in 1813, seized parts of western Ontario, and destroyed the power of Britain's
Indian allies both in Canada and in the Southwest. With the defeat of Napoleon in 1814, the British adopted a more
aggressive strategy, sending in large combat armies. British victory at the Battle of Bladensburg in August 1814
allowed the British to capture and burn Washington, D.C. American victories in September 1814 and January 1815
repulsed British invasions of New York and New Orleans.
The war was fought in four theatres: Warships and privateers of both sides attacked each other's merchant ships. The
British blockaded the Atlantic coast of the U.S. and mounted large-scale raids in the later stages of the war. Battles
were also fought on the frontier, which ran along the Great Lakes and Saint Lawrence River and separated the U.S.
from Upper and Lower Canada, and along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. During the war, the Americans and
British invaded each other's territory. These invasions were unsuccessful or temporary. At the end of the war, both
sides occupied parts of the other's territory, but these areas were restored by the Treaty of Ghent.
In the U.S., battles such the Battle of New Orleans and the earlier successful defense of Baltimore (which inspired
the lyrics of the U.S. national anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner) produced a sense of euphoria over a "second war
of independence" against Britain. It ushered in an "Era of Good Feelings", in which the partisan animosity that had
once verged on treason practically vanished. Canada also emerged from the war with a heightened sense of national
feeling and solidarity. Britain regarded the war as a sideshow to the Napoleonic Wars raging in Europe; it welcomed
an era of peaceful relations and trade with the United States.

Reasons for the war
The United States declared war on Britain for a number of reasons.

Origins of
The War of 1812

Chesapeake–Leopard Affair

Orders in Council (1807)

Embargo Act of 1807

Non-Intercourse Act

Macon's Bill Number 2

Tecumseh's War

Henry letters

War Hawks

Rule of 1756

Monroe–Pinkney Treaty

Little Belt Affair
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Trade tensions
In 1807, Britain introduced a series of trade restrictions to impede on-going American trade with France, with which
Britain was at war. The U.S. contested these restrictions as illegal under international law.[2]

The British did not wish to allow the Americans to trade with France, regardless of their theoretical neutral rights to
do so. As author Reginald Horsman explains, "a large section of influential British opinion, both in the government
and in the country, thought that America presented a threat to British maritime supremacy."[3]

The American merchant marine had come close to doubling between 1802 and 1810, making it by far the largest
neutral fleet. Britain was the largest trading partner, receiving 80% of all U.S. cotton and 50% of all other U.S.
exports. The British public and press were resentful of the growing mercantile and commercial competition.[4] The
United States' view was that Britain was in violation of a neutral nation's right to trade with others it saw fit.

Impressment
During the Napoleonic Wars, the Royal Navy expanded to 175 ships of the line and 600 ships overall, requiring
140,000 sailors.[5] While the Royal Navy could man its ships with volunteers in peacetime, in war, it competed with
merchant shipping and privateers for a small pool of experienced sailors and turned to impressment when it was
unable to man ships with volunteers alone. A sizeable number of sailors (estimated to be as many as 11,000 in 1805)
in the United States merchant navy were Royal Navy veterans or deserters who had left for better pay and
conditions.[6] The Royal Navy went after them by intercepting and searching U.S. merchant ships for deserters. Such
actions, especially the Chesapeake–Leopard Affair, incensed the Americans. Americans saw impressment as a
particular outrage, because it represented an infringement of the national sovereignty and a denial of America’s
ability to naturalise foreigners.[7]

The United States believed that British deserters had a right to become United States citizens. Britain did not
recognise naturalised United States citizenship, so in addition to recovering deserters, it considered United States
citizens born British liable for impressment. Exacerbating the situation was the widespread use of forged identity
papers by sailors. This made it all the more difficult for the Royal Navy to distinguish Americans from
non-Americans and led it to impress some Americans who had never been British. (Some gained freedom on
appeal.)[8] American anger at impressment grew when British frigates stationed themselves just outside U.S. harbors
in U.S. territorial waters and searched ships for contraband and impressed men in view of U.S. shores.[9] "Free trade
and sailors' rights" was a rallying cry for the United States throughout the conflict.

Indian raids
Britain's military support of Native Americans. led by Tecumseh, who were attacking American settlers moving into
the Northwest further aggravated tensions.[10] Indian raids hindered the expansion of U.S. into potentially valuable
farmlands in the Northwest Territory, comprising the modern states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and
Wisconsin.[11]

The British also had the long-standing goal of creating a large "neutral" Indian state that would cover much of Ohio,
Indiana and Michigan. They made the demand as late as the fall of 1814 at the peace conference, but lost control of
western Ontario at key battles on Lake Erie, thus giving the Americans control of the proposed neutral zone.[12] [13]
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United States expansionism
American expansion into the Northwest Territory (the modern states of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and
Wisconsin) was being obstructed by indigenous leaders like Tecumseh, who were supplied and encouraged by the
British. Americans on the western frontier demanded that interference be stopped.[14] Before 1940, some historians
held that United States expansionism into Canada was also a reason for the war; however, one subsequent historian
wrote,

"Almost all accounts of the 1811–1812 period have stressed the influence of a youthful band,
denominated War Hawks, on Madison's policy. According to the standard picture, these men were a
rather wild and exuberant group enraged by Britain's maritime practices, certain that the British were
encouraging the Indians and convinced that Canada would be an easy conquest and a choice addition to
the national domain. Like all stereotypes, there is some truth in this tableau; however, inaccuracies
predominate. First, Perkins has shown that those favoring war were older than those opposed. Second,
the lure of the Canadas has been played down by most recent investigators".[15] Some Canadian
historians propounded the notion in the early 20th century, and it survives in public opinion in
Ontario.[16]

According to Stagg (1981) and Stagg (1983), Madison and his advisers believed that conquest of Canada would be
easy and that economic coercion would force the British to come to terms by cutting off the food supply for their
West Indies colonies. Furthermore, possession of Canada would be a valuable bargaining chip. Frontiersmen
demanded the seizure of Canada not because they wanted the land, but because the British were thought to be arming
the Indians and thereby blocking settlement of the West.[17] [18] As Horsman concluded, "The idea of conquering
Canada had been present since at least 1807 as a means of forcing England to change her policy at sea. The conquest
of Canada was primarily a means of waging war, not a reason for starting it."[19] Hickey flatly stated, "The desire to
annex Canada did not bring on the war".[20] Brown (1964) concluded, "The purpose of the Canadian expedition was
to serve negotiation, not to annex Canada."[21] Burt, a leading Canadian scholar, agreed completely, noting that
Foster—the British minister to Washington—also rejected the argument that annexation of Canada was a war
goal.[22]

The majority of the inhabitants of Upper Canada (Ontario) were either exiles from the United States (United Empire
Loyalists) or postwar American immigrants. The Loyalists were hostile to union with the U.S., while the other
settlers seem to have been uninterested. The Canadian colonies were thinly populated and only lightly defended by
the British Army. Americans then believed that many in Upper Canada would rise up and greet a United States
invading army as liberators, which did not happen. One reason American forces retreated after one successful battle
inside Canada was that they could not obtain supplies from the locals.[23] But the possibility of local assistance
suggested an easy conquest, as former President Thomas Jefferson seemed to believe in 1812: "The acquisition of
Canada this year, as far as the neighborhood of Quebec, will be a mere matter of marching, and will give us the
experience for the attack on Halifax, the next and final expulsion of England from the American continent."
Some British officials – and some dissident Americans – charged that the goal of the war was to annex part of
Canada, but they did not specify which part. The states nearest Canada strongly opposed the war.[24]

Declaration of war
On June 1, 1812, President James Madison gave a speech to the U.S. Congress, recounting American grievances
against Great Britain, though not specifically calling for a declaration of war. After Madison's speech, the House of
Representatives quickly voted (79 to 49) to declare war, and the Senate by 19 to 13. The conflict formally began on
June 18, 1812 when Madison signed the measure into law. This was the first time that the United States had declared
war on another nation, and the Congressional vote would prove to be the closest vote to declare war in American
history. None of the 39 Federalists in Congress voted in favor of the war; critics of war subsequently referred to it as
"Mr. Madison's War." [25]
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The declaration of war was passed by the smallest margin recorded on a war vote in the United States Congress.[26]

On May 11, Prime Minister Spencer Perceval was shot and killed by an assassin, resulting in a change of the British
government, putting Lord Liverpool in power. Liverpool wanted a more practical relationship with the United States.
He issued a repeal of the Orders in Council, but the U.S. was unaware of this, as it took three weeks for the news to
cross the Atlantic.[26]

Course of the war
Although the outbreak of the war had been preceded by years of angry diplomatic dispute, neither side was ready for
war when it came. Britain was heavily engaged in the Napoleonic Wars, most of the British Army was engaged in
the Peninsular War (in Spain), and the Royal Navy was compelled to blockade most of the coast of Europe. The
number of British regular troops present in Canada in July 1812 was officially stated to be 6,034, supported by
Canadian militia.[27] Throughout the war, the British Secretary of State for War and the Colonies was the Earl of
Bathurst. For the first two years of the war, he could spare few troops to reinforce North America and urged the
commander in chief in North America (Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost) to maintain a defensive strategy. The
naturally cautious Prevost followed these instructions, concentrating on defending Lower Canada at the expense of
Upper Canada (which was more vulnerable to American attacks) and allowing few offensive actions. In the final
year of the war, large numbers of veteran British soldiers became available after the abdication of Napoleon. Prevost
launched a major invasion of New York State, but mishandled it and was forced to retreat after the British lost the
Battle of Plattsburgh in September 1814. He died in London awaiting his court martial.[28]

The United States was not prepared to prosecute a war, for President Madison assumed that the state militias would
easily seize Canada and negotiations would follow. In 1812, the regular army consisted of fewer than 12,000 men.
Congress authorised the expansion of the army to 35,000 men, but the service was voluntary and unpopular; it
offered poor pay, and there were very few trained and experienced officers, at least initially.[29] The militia objected
to serving outside their home states, were not amenable to discipline, and performed poorly against British forces
when outside of their home state. The Navy had few warships on the Great Lakes, and the US' building of ships at
Sackets Harbor, New York continued through the war. The U.S. had great difficulty financing its war. It had
disbanded its national bank, and private bankers in the Northeast were opposed to the war.
On July 12, 1812, General William Hull led an invading American force of about 1,000 untrained, poorly equipped
militia across the Detroit River and occupied the Canadian town of Sandwich (now a neighborhood of Windsor,
Ontario). By August, Hull and his troops (numbering 2,500 with the addition of 500 Canadians) retreated to Detroit,
where they surrendered to a force of British regulars, Canadian militia and Native Americans, led by British Major
General Isaac Brock and Shawnee leader Tecumseh.[30] The surrender not only cost the U.S. the village of Detroit,
but control over most of the Michigan territory. Several months later, the U.S. launched a second invasion of
Canada, this time at the Niagara peninsula. On October 13, U.S. forces were again defeated at the Battle of
Queenston Heights, where General Brock was killed.[31]

The American strategy relied in part on state-raised militias, which had the deficiencies of poor training, resisting
service or being incompetently led. Financial and logistical problems also plagued the American effort. Military and
civilian leadership was lacking and remained a critical American weakness until 1814. New England opposed the
war and refused to provide troops or financing.[32] Britain had excellent financing and logistics, but the war with
France had a higher priority, so in 1812–13, it adopted a defensive strategy. After the abdication of Napoleon in
1814, the British were able to send veteran armies to the U.S., but by then the Americans had learned how to
mobilise and fight.[33]

At sea, the powerful Royal Navy blockaded much of the coastline, though it was allowing substantial exports from 
New England, which traded with Canada in defiance of American laws. The blockade devastated American 
agricultural exports, but it helped stimulate local factories that replaced goods previously imported. The American 
strategy of using small gunboats to defend ports was a fiasco, as the British raided the coast at will. The most famous
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episode was a series of British raids on the shores of Chesapeake Bay, including an attack on Washington that
resulted in the British burning of the White House, the Capitol, the Navy Yard, and other public buildings, in the
"Burning of Washington". The British power at sea was sufficient to allow the Royal Navy to levy "contributions"
on bayside towns in return for not burning them to the ground. The Americans were more successful in ship-to-ship
actions. They sent out several hundred privateers to attack British merchant ships; in the first four months of war
they captured 219 British merchant ships.[34] British commercial interests were damaged, especially in the West
Indies.[35]

The decisive use of naval power came on the Great Lakes and depended on a contest of building ships. The U.S.
started a rapidly expanded program of building warships at Sackets Harbor on Lake Ontario, where 3,000 men were
recruited, many from New York City, to build 11 warships early in the war. In 1813, the Americans won control of
Lake Erie and cut off British and Native American forces in the west from their supply base; they were decisively
defeated on their retreat at the Battle of the Thames. Tecumseh, the leader of the tribal confederation, was killed and
his Indian coalition disintegrated.[36] While some Natives continued to fight alongside British troops, they
subsequently did so only as individual tribes or groups of warriors, and where they were directly supplied and armed
by British agents. Thus, the Americans gained one of their main war goals by breaking the confederation of tribes
that were allied with Britain.[37] Control of Lake Ontario changed hands several times, with neither side able or
willing to take advantage of the temporary superiority.
The early disasters brought about chiefly by American unpreparedness and lack of leadership drove United States
Secretary of War William Eustis from office. His successor, John Armstrong, Jr., attempted a coordinated strategy
late in 1813(with 10,000 men) aimed at the capture of Montreal, but he was thwarted by logistical difficulties,
uncooperative and quarrelsome commanders and ill-trained troops. After losing several battles to inferior forces, the
Americans retreated in disarray in October 1813.[38] A major American success came in 1813, when the American
Navy destroyed the British fleet on Lake Erie, and forced the British and their Indian allies to retreat back toward
Niagara.[39] They were intercepted and destroyed by General William Henry Harrison at the Battle of the Thames in
October 1813. Tecumseh was killed, and his Indian coalition disintegrated. The Americans controlled western
Ontario, and permanently ended the threat of Indian raids based in Canada into the American Midwest, thus
achieving a basic war goal.[40]

The American navy gained control of Lake Champlain in 1814, and naval victory there forced a large invading
British army to turn back in 1814. Once Britain and The Sixth Coalition defeated Napoleon in 1814, France and
Britain became allies. Britain ended the trade restrictions and the impressment of American sailors, thus removing
two more causes of the war.
By 1814, the United States Army's morale and leadership had greatly improved, but the embarrassing Burning of
Washington led to Armstrong's dismissal from office in turn. The British made one last major invasion, attempting to
capture New Orleans, but were decisively defeated with very heavy losses by General Andrew Jackson at the Battle
of New Orleans in January 1815. The victory made Jackson a national hero, restored the American sense of honor,
and ruined the Federalist party efforts to condemn the war as a failure.[41] [42] With the ratification of the peace treaty
in February 1815, the war ended before the U.S. new Secretary of War James Monroe could put his new offensive
strategy into effect.
American prosecution of the war suffered from its unpopularity, especially in New England, where anti-war
spokesmen were vocal. The failure of New England to provide militia units or financial support was a serious blow.
Threats of secession by New England states were loud, as evidenced by the Hartford Convention. Britain exploited
these divisions, blockading only southern ports for much of the war and encouraging smuggling.[43]

After two years of warfare, the major causes of the war had disappeared. Neither side had a reason to continue or a 
chance of gaining a decisive success that would compel their opponents to cede territory or advantageous peace 
terms.[44] As a result of this stalemate, the two countries signed the Treaty of Ghent on December 24, 1814. News of 
the peace treaty took two months to reach the U.S., during which fighting continued. In this interim, the Americans
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defeated a British invasion army in the Battle of New Orleans, with American forces' sustaining 71 casualties
compared with 2,000 British. This great victory gave the Americans their final war goal, restoration of national
honour.[45] The war had the effect of uniting the peoples of the U.S. as well as the people of Canada, and opened a
long era of peaceful relations between the United States and the British Empire.

Theaters of war
The war was conducted in three theatres of operations:
1. The Atlantic Ocean
2. The Great Lakes and the Canadian frontier
3. The Southern States

Atlantic theatre

Single-ship actions

In 1812, Britain's Royal Navy was the world's largest, with over 600 cruisers in commission, plus a number of
smaller vessels. Although most of these were involved in blockading the French navy and protecting British trade
against (usually French) privateers, the Royal Navy nevertheless had 85 vessels in American waters.[46] By contrast,
the United States Navy comprised only 8 frigates, 14 smaller sloops and brigs, and no ships of the line whatsoever.
However some American frigates were exceptionally large and powerful for their class. Whereas the standard British
frigate of the time was rated as a 38 gun ship, with its main battery consisting of 18-pounder guns, the USS
Constitution, USS President, and USS United States were rated as 44-gun ships and were capable of carrying 56
guns, with a main battery of 24-pounders.[47]

The USS Constitution defeats HMS Guerriere, a
significant event during the war.

The British strategy was to protect their own merchant shipping to and
from Halifax, Canada and the West Indies, and to enforce a blockade
of major American ports to restrict American trade. Because of their
numerical inferiority, the Americans aimed to cause disruption through
hit-and-run tactics, such as the capture of prizes and engaging Royal
Navy vessels only under favorable circumstances. Days after the
formal declaration of war, however, two small squadrons sailed,
including the frigate USS President and the sloop USS Hornet under
Commodore John Rodgers, and the frigates USS United States and
USS Congress, with the brig USS Argus under Captain Stephen
Decatur. These were initially concentrated as one unit under Rodgers,

and it was his intention to force the Royal Navy to concentrate its own ships to prevent isolated units being captured
by his powerful force. Large numbers of American merchant ships were still returning to the United States, and if the
Royal Navy was concentrated, it could not watch all the ports on the American seaboard. Rodgers' strategy worked,
in that the Royal Navy concentrated most of its frigates off New York Harbor under Captain Philip Broke and
allowed many American ships to reach home. However, his own cruise captured only five small merchant ships, and
the Americans never subsequently concentrated more than two or three ships together as a unit.

Meanwhile, the USS Constitution, commanded by Captain Isaac Hull, sailed from Chesapeake Bay on July 12. On 
July 17, Broke's British squadron gave chase off New York, but the Constitution evaded her pursuers after two days. 
After briefly calling at Boston to replenish water, on August 19, the Constitution engaged the British frigate HMS 
Guerriere. After a 35-minute battle, Guerriere had been dismasted and captured and was later burned. Hull returned 
to Boston with news of this significant victory. On October 25, the USS United States, commanded by Captain 
Decatur, captured the British frigate HMS Macedonian, which he then carried back to port.[48] At the close of the 
month, the Constitution sailed south, now under the command of Captain William Bainbridge. On December 29, off
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Bahia, Brazil, she met the British frigate HMS Java. After a battle lasting three hours, Java struck her colours and
was burned after being judged unsalvageable. The USS Constitution, however, was undamaged in the battle and
earned the name "Old Ironsides."
The successes gained by the three big American frigates forced Britain to construct five 40-gun, 24-pounder heavy
frigates[49] and two of its own 50-gun "spar-decked" frigates (HMS Leander and HMS Newcastle[50] ) and to razee
three old 74-gun ships of the line to convert them to heavy frigates.[51] The Royal Navy acknowledged that there
were factors other than greater size and heavier guns. The United States Navy's sloops and brigs had also won
several victories over Royal Navy vessels of approximately equal strength. While the American ships had
experienced and well-drilled volunteer crews, the enormous size of the overstretched Royal Navy meant that many
ships were shorthanded and the average quality of crews suffered, and constant sea duties of those serving in North
America interfered with their training and exercises.[52]

The capture of the three British frigates stimulated the British to greater exertions. More vessels were deployed on
the American seaboard and the blockade tightened. On June 1, 1813, off Boston Harbor, the frigate USS
Chesapeake, commanded by Captain James Lawrence, was captured by the British frigate HMS Shannon under
Captain Sir Philip Broke. Lawrence was mortally wounded and famously cried out, "Don't give up the ship! Hold on,
men!"[52] Although the Chesapeake was only of equal strength to the average British frigate and the crew had
mustered together only hours before the battle, the British press reacted with almost hysterical relief that the run of
American victories had ended.[53] It should be noted that this single victory was by ratio one of the bloodiest contests
recorded during this age of sail with more dead and wounded than HMS Victory suffered in 4 hours of combat at
Trafalgar. Captain Lawrence was killed and Captain Broke would never again hold a sea command due to
wounds.[54]

In January 1813, the American frigate USS Essex, under the command of Captain David Porter, sailed into the
Pacific in an attempt to harass British shipping. Many British whaling ships carried letters of marque allowing them
to prey on American whalers, and nearly destroyed the industry. The Essex challenged this practice. She inflicted
considerable damage on British interests before she was captured off Valparaiso, Chile by the British frigate HMS
Phoebe and the sloop HMS Cherub on March 28, 1814.[55]

The British 6th-rate Cruizer class brig-sloops did not fare well against the American ship-rigged sloops of war. The
USS Hornet and USS Wasp constructed before the war were notably powerful vessels, and the Frolic class built
during the war even more so (although USS Frolic was trapped and captured by a British frigate and a schooner).
The British brig-rigged sloops tended to suffer fire to their rigging far worse than the American ship-rigged sloops,
while the ship-rigged sloops could back their sails in action, giving them another advantage in manoeuvering.[56]

Following their earlier losses, the British Admiralty instituted a new policy that the three American heavy frigates
should not be engaged except by a ship of the line or smaller vessels in squadron strength. An example of this was
the capture of the USS President by a squadron of four British frigates in January 1815. A month later, however, the
USS Constitution managed to engage and capture two smaller British warships, HMS Cyane and HMS Levant,
sailing in company.[57]

Blockade

The blockade of American ports later tightened to the extent that most American merchant ships and naval vessels
were confined to port. The American frigates USS United States and USS Macedonian ended the war blockaded and
hulked in New London, Connecticut. Some merchant ships were based in Europe or Asia and continued operations.
Others, mainly from New England, were issued licenses to trade by Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, commander in
chief on the American station in 1813. This allowed Wellington's army in Spain to receive American goods and to
maintain the New Englanders' opposition to the war. The blockade nevertheless resulted in American exports
decreasing from $130-million in 1807 to $7-million in 1814.[58]
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The operations of American privateers (some of which belonged to the United States Navy, but most of which were
private ventures) were extensive. They continued until the close of the war and were only partially affected by the
strict enforcement of convoy by the Royal Navy. An example of the audacity of the American cruisers was the
depredations in British home waters carried out by the American sloop USS Argus. It was eventually captured off St.
David's Head in Wales by the British brig HMS Pelican on August 14, 1813. A total of 1,554 vessels were claimed
captured by all American naval and privateering vessels, 1300 of which were captured by privateers.[59] [60] [61]

However, insurer Lloyd's of London reported that only 1,175 British ships were taken, 373 of which were
recaptured, for a total loss of 802.[62]

As the Royal Navy base that supervised the blockade, the Halifax profited greatly during the war. British privateers
based there seized many French and American ships and sold their prizes in Halifax.
The war was the last time the British allowed privateering, since the practice was coming to be seen as politically
inexpedient and of diminishing value in maintaining its naval supremacy. It was the swan song of Bermuda's
privateers, who had vigorously returned to the practice after American lawsuits had put a stop to it two decades
earlier. The nimble Bermuda sloops captured 298 enemy ships. British naval and privateering vessels between the
Great Lakes and the West Indies captured 1,593.[63]

Atlantic coast

Preoccupied in their pursuit of American privateers when the war began, the British naval forces had some difficulty
in blockading the entire U.S. coast. The British government, having need of American foodstuffs for its army in
Spain, benefited from the willingness of the New Englanders to trade with them, so no blockade of New England
was at first attempted. The Delaware River and Chesapeake Bay were declared in a state of blockade on December
26, 1812.
This was extended to the coast south of Narragansett by November 1813 and to the entire American coast on May
31, 1814. In the meantime, illicit trade was carried on by collusive captures arranged between American traders and
British officers. American ships were fraudulently transferred to neutral flags. Eventually, the U.S. government was
driven to issue orders to stop illicit trading; this put only a further strain on the commerce of the country. The
overpowering strength of the British fleet enabled it to occupy the Chesapeake and to attack and destroy numerous
docks and harbors.
Additionally, commanders of the blockading fleet, based at the Bermuda dockyard, were given instructions to
encourage the defection of American slaves by offering freedom, as they did during the Revolutionary War.
Thousands of black slaves went over to the Crown with their families and were recruited into the 3rd (Colonial)
Battalion of the Royal Marines on occupied Tangier Island, in the Chesapeake. A further company of colonial
marines was raised at the Bermuda dockyard, where many freed slaves—men, women, and children—had been
given refuge and employment. It was kept as a defensive force in case of an attack. These former slaves fought for
Britain throughout the Atlantic campaign, including the attack on Washington, D.C. and the Louisiana Campaign,
and most were later re-enlisted into British West India regiments or settled in Trinidad in August 1816, where seven
hundred of these ex-marines were granted land (they reportedly organised in villages along the lines of military
companies). Many other freed American slaves were recruited directly into West Indian regiments or newly created
British Army units. A few thousand freed slaves were later settled at Nova Scotia by the British.

Maine

Maine, then part of Massachusetts, was a base for smuggling and illegal trade between the U.S. and the British. From 
his base in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in September 1814, Sir John Coape Sherbrooke led 500 British troops in the 
"Penobscot Expedition". In 26 days, he raided and looted Hampden, Bangor, and Machias, destroying or capturing 
17 American ships. He won the Battle of Hampden (losing two killed while the Americans lost one killed) and 
occupied the village of Castine for the rest of the war. The Treaty of Ghent returned this territory to the United
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States. The British left in April 1815, at which time they took 10,750 pounds obtained from tariff duties at Castine.
This money, called the "Castine Fund", was used in the establishment of Dalhousie University, in Halifax, Nova
Scotia.[64]

Chesapeake campaign and "The Star-Spangled Banner"

The strategic location of the Chesapeake Bay near America's capital made it a prime target for the British. Starting in
March 1813, a squadron under Rear Admiral George Cockburn started a blockade of the bay and raided towns along
the bay from Norfolk to Havre de Grace.
On July 4, 1813, Joshua Barney, a Revolutionary War naval hero, convinced the Navy Department to build the
Chesapeake Bay Flotilla, a squadron of twenty barges to defend the Chesapeake Bay. Launched in April 1814, the
squadron was quickly cornered in the Patuxent River, and while successful in harassing the Royal Navy, they were
powerless to stop the British campaign that ultimately led to the "Burning of Washington". This expedition, led by
Cockburn and General Robert Ross, was carried out between August 19 and 29, 1814, as the result of the hardened
British policy of 1814 (although British and American commissioners had convened peace negotiations at Ghent in
June of that year). As part of this, Admiral Warren had been replaced as commander in chief by Admiral Alexander
Cochrane, with reinforcements and orders to coerce the Americans into a favourable peace.

Governor-in-chief of British North America Sir George Prevost had
written to the Admirals in Bermuda, calling for retaliation for the
American sacking of York (now Toronto). A force of 2,500 soldiers
under General Ross—aboard a Royal Navy task force composed of
HMS Royal Oak, three frigates, three sloops, and ten other
vessels—had just arrived in Bermuda. Released from the Peninsular
War by British victory, the British intended to use them for
diversionary raids along the coasts of Maryland and Virginia. In
response to Prevost's request, they decided to employ this force,
together with the naval and military units already on the station, to

strike at Washington, D.C.

On August 24, U.S. Secretary of War John Armstrong insisted that the British would attack Baltimore rather than
Washington, even when the British army was obviously on its way to the capital. The inexperienced American
militia, which had congregated at Bladensburg, Maryland, to protect the capital, was routed in the Battle of
Bladensburg, opening the route to Washington. While Dolley Madison saved valuables from the Presidential
Mansion, President James Madison was forced to flee to Virginia.[65]

The British commanders ate the supper that had been prepared for the President before they burned the Presidential
Mansion; American morale was reduced to an all-time low. The British viewed their actions as retaliation for
destructive American raids into Canada, most notably the Americans' burning of York (now Toronto) in 1813. Later
that same evening, a furious storm swept into Washington, D.C., sending one or more tornadoes into the city that
caused more damage but finally extinguished the fires with torrential rains.[66] The naval yards were set afire at the
direction of U.S. officials to prevent the capture of naval ships and supplies.[67] The British left Washington, D.C. as
soon as the storm subsided. Having destroyed Washington's public buildings, including the President's Mansion and
the Treasury, the British army next moved to capture Baltimore, a busy port and a key base for American privateers.
The subsequent Battle of Baltimore began with the British landing at North Point, where they were met by American
militia. An exchange of fire began, with casualties on both sides. General Ross was killed by an American sniper as
he attempted to rally his troops. The sniper himself was killed moments later, and the British withdrew. The British
also attempted to attack Baltimore by sea on September 13 but were unable to reduce Fort McHenry, at the entrance
to Baltimore Harbor.
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An artist's rendering of the battle at Fort
McHenry, where Francis Scott Key was inspired

to write "The Star-Spangled Banner".

The Battle of Fort McHenry was no battle at all. British guns had range
on American cannon, and stood off out of U.S. range, bombarding the
fort, which returned no fire. Their plan was to coordinate with a land
force, but from that distance coordination proved impossible, so the
British called off the attack and left. All the lights were extinguished in
Baltimore the night of the attack, and the fort was bombarded for 25
hours. The only light was given off by the exploding shells over Fort
McHenry, illuminating the flag that was still flying over the fort. The
defence of the fort inspired the American lawyer Francis Scott Key to
write a poem that would eventually supply the lyrics to "The
Star-Spangled Banner".

Great Lakes and Western Territories

Invasions of Upper and Lower Canada, 1812

American leaders assumed that Canada could be easily overrun. Former President Jefferson optimistically referred to
the conquest of Canada as "a matter of marching." Many Loyalist Americans had migrated to Upper Canada after the
Revolutionary War, and the US assumed they would favor the American cause, but they did not. In prewar Upper
Canada, General Prevost was in the unusual position of having to purchase many provisions for his troops from the
American side. This peculiar trade persisted throughout the war in spite of an abortive attempt by the US government
to curtail it. In Lower Canada, which was much more populous, support for Britain came from the English elite with
strong loyalty to the Empire, and from the French elite, who feared American conquest would destroy the old order
by introducing Protestantism, Anglicization, republican democracy, and commercial capitalism; and weakening the
Catholic Church. The French inhabitants feared the loss of a shrinking area of good lands to potential American
immigrants.[68]

In 1812–13, British military experience prevailed over inexperienced American commanders. Geography dictated
that operations would take place in the west: principally around Lake Erie, near the Niagara River between Lake Erie
and Lake Ontario, and near the Saint Lawrence River area and Lake Champlain. This was the focus of the
three-pronged attacks by the Americans in 1812. Although cutting the St. Lawrence River through the capture of
Montreal and Quebec would have made Britain's hold in North America unsustainable, the United States began
operations first in the western frontier because of the general popularity there of a war with the British, who had sold
arms to the Native Americans' opposing the settlers.
The British scored an important early success when their detachment at St. Joseph Island, on Lake Huron, learned of
the declaration of war before the nearby American garrison at the important trading post at Mackinac Island in
Michigan. A scratch force landed on the island on July 17, 1812 and mounted a gun overlooking Fort Mackinac.
After the British fired one shot from their gun, the Americans, taken by surprise, surrendered. This early victory
encouraged the natives, and large numbers moved to help the British at Amherstburg.
An American army under the command of William Hull invaded Canada on July 12, with his forces chiefly
composed of untrained and ill-disciplined militiamen.[69] Once on Canadian soil, Hull issued a proclamation
ordering all British subjects to surrender, or "the horrors, and calamities of war will stalk before you." He also
threatened to kill any British prisoner caught fighting alongside a native. The proclamation helped stiffen resistance
to the American attacks. Hull's army was too weak in artillery and badly-supplied to achieve its objectives, and had
to fight just to maintain its own lines of communication.
The senior British officer in Upper Canada, Major General Isaac Brock, felt that he should take bold measures to 
calm the settler population in Canada, and to convince the aboriginals that were needed to defend the region that
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Britain was strong.[69] He moved rapidly to Amherstburg near the western end of Lake Erie with reinforcements and
immediately decided to attack Detroit. Hull, fearing that the British possessed superior numbers and that the Indians
attached to Brock's force would commit massacres if fighting began, surrendered Detroit without a fight on August
16. Knowing of British-instigated indigenous attacks on other locations, Hull ordered the evacuation of the
inhabitants of Fort Dearborn (Chicago) to Fort Wayne. After initially being granted safe passage, the inhabitants
(soldiers and civilians) were attacked by Potowatomis on August 15 after traveling only 2 miles (3.2 km) in what is
known as the Battle of Fort Dearborn.[70] The fort was subsequently burned.
Brock promptly transferred himself to the eastern end of Lake Erie, where American General Stephen Van
Rensselaer was attempting a second invasion. An armistice (arranged by Prevost in the hope the British renunciation
of the Orders in Council to which the United States objected might lead to peace) prevented Brock from invading
American territory. When the armistice ended, the Americans attempted an attack across the Niagara River on
October 13, but suffered a crushing defeat at Queenston Heights. Brock was killed during the battle. While the
professionalism of the American forces would improve by the war's end, British leadership suffered after Brock's
death. A final attempt in 1812 by American General Henry Dearborn to advance north from Lake Champlain failed
when his militia refused to advance beyond American territory.
In contrast to the American militia, the Canadian militia performed well. French Canadians, who found the
anti-Catholic stance of most of the United States troublesome, and United Empire Loyalists, who had fought for the
Crown during the American Revolutionary War, strongly opposed the American invasion. However, many in Upper
Canada were recent settlers from the United States who had no obvious loyalties to the Crown. Nevertheless, while
there were some who sympathised with the invaders, the American forces found strong opposition from men loyal to
the Empire.[71]

American Northwest, 1813

After Hull's surrender of Detroit, General William Henry Harrison was given command of the U.S. Army of the
Northwest. He set out to retake the city, which was now defended by Colonel Henry Procter in conjunction with
Tecumseh. A detachment of Harrison's army was defeated at Frenchtown along the River Raisin on January 22,
1813. Procter left the prisoners with an inadequate guard, who could not prevent some of his North American
aboriginal allies from attacking and killing perhaps as many as sixty Americans, many of whom were Kentucky
militiamen.[72] The incident became known as the "River Raisin Massacre." The defeat ended Harrison's campaign
against Detroit, and the phrase "Remember the River Raisin!" became a rallying cry for the Americans.

Oliver Hazard Perry's message to William Henry
Harrison after the Battle of Lake Erie began with

what would become one of the most famous
sentences in American military history: "We have

met the enemy and they are ours." This 1865
painting by William H. Powell shows Perry

transferring to a different ship during the battle.

In May 1813, Procter and Tecumseh set siege to Fort Meigs in northern
Ohio. American reinforcements arriving during the siege were defeated
by the natives, but the fort held out. The Indians eventually began to
disperse, forcing Procter and Tecumseh to return to Canada. A second
offensive against Fort Meigs also failed in July. In an attempt to
improve Indian morale, Procter and Tecumseh attempted to storm Fort
Stephenson, a small American post on the Sandusky River, only to be
repulsed with serious losses, marking the end of the Ohio campaign.

On Lake Erie, American commander Captain Oliver Hazard Perry
fought the Battle of Lake Erie on September 10, 1813. His decisive
victory ensured American control of the lake, improved American
morale after a series of defeats, and compelled the British to fall back
from Detroit. This paved the way for General Harrison to launch
another invasion of Upper Canada, which culminated in the U.S.

victory at the Battle of the Thames on October 5, 1813, in which Tecumseh was killed. Tecumseh's death effectively 
ended the North American indigenous alliance with the British in the Detroit region. American control of Lake Erie
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meant the British could no longer provide essential military supplies to their aboriginal allies, who therefore dropped
out of the war. The Americans controlled the area during the conflict.

Niagara frontier, 1813

Because of the difficulties of land communications, control of the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River corridor
was crucial. When the war began, the British already had a small squadron of warships on Lake Ontario and had the
initial advantage. To redress the situation, the Americans established a Navy yard at Sackett's Harbor, New York.
Commodore Isaac Chauncey took charge of the large number of sailors and shipwrights sent there from New York;
they completed the second warship built there in a mere 45 days. Ultimately, 3000 men worked at the shipyard,
building eleven warships and many smaller boats and transports. Having regained the advantage by their rapid
building program, Chauncey and Dearborn attacked York (now called Toronto), the capital of Upper Canada, on
April 27, 1813. The Battle of York was an American victory, marred by looting and the burning of the Parliament
buildings and a library. However, Kingston was strategically more valuable to British supply and communications
along the St. Lawrence. Without control of Kingston, the U.S. navy could not effectively control Lake Ontario or
sever the British supply line from Lower Canada.
On May 27, 1813, an American amphibious force from Lake Ontario assaulted Fort George on the northern end of
the Niagara River and captured it without serious losses. The retreating British forces were not pursued, however,
until they had largely escaped and organised a counteroffensive against the advancing Americans at the Battle of
Stoney Creek on June 5. On June 24, with the help of advance warning by Loyalist Laura Secord, another American
force was forced to surrender by a much smaller British and native force at the Battle of Beaver Dams, marking the
end of the American offensive into Upper Canada. Meanwhile, Commodore James Lucas Yeo had taken charge of
the British ships on the lake and mounted a counterattack, which was nevertheless repulsed at the Battle of Sackett's
Harbor. Thereafter, Chauncey and Yeo's squadrons fought two indecisive actions, neither commander seeking a fight
to the finish.
Late in 1813, the Americans abandoned the Canadian territory they occupied around Fort George. They set fire to
the village of Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake) on December 15, 1813, incensing the British and Canadians.
Many of the inhabitants were left without shelter, freezing to death in the snow. This led to British retaliation
following the Capture of Fort Niagara on December 18, 1813. Early the next morning on December 19, the British
and their native allies stormed the neighboring town of Lewiston, New York, torching homes and buildings and
killing about a dozen civilians. As the British were chasing the surviving residents out of town, a small force of
Tuscarora natives intervened and stopped the pursuit, buying enough time for the locals to escape to safer ground. It
is noted as one of the rare instances in American history when Native Americans saved the lives of white settlers
from an attack, and is particularly unusual in that the Tuscaroras defended the Americans against their own Iroquois
brothers, the Mohawks, who sided with the British. Later, the British attacked and burned Buffalo on December 30,
1813.
In 1814, the contest for Lake Ontario turned into a building race. Eventually, by the end of the year, Yeo had
constructed HMS St. Lawrence, a first-rate ship of the line of 112 guns that gave him superiority, but the
Engagements on Lake Ontario were an indecisive draw.
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St. Lawrence and Lower Canada, 1813

Sakawarton (John Smoke Johnson), John Tutela,
and Young Warner, three Six Nations veterans of

the War of 1812.

The British were potentially most vulnerable over the stretch of the St.
Lawrence where it formed the frontier between Upper Canada and the
United States. During the early days of the war, there was illicit
commerce across the river. Over the winter of 1812 and 1813, the
Americans launched a series of raids from Ogdensburg on the
American side of the river, which hampered British supply traffic up
the river. On February 21, Sir George Prevost passed through Prescott
on the opposite bank of the river with reinforcements for Upper
Canada. When he left the next day, the reinforcements and local militia
attacked. At the Battle of Ogdensburg, the Americans were forced to
retire.

For the rest of the year, Ogdensburg had no American garrison, and
many residents of Ogdensburg resumed visits and trade with Prescott. This British victory removed the last
American regular troops from the Upper St. Lawrence frontier and helped secure British communications with
Montreal. Late in 1813, after much argument, the Americans made two thrusts against Montreal. The plan eventually
agreed upon was for Major General Wade Hampton to march north from Lake Champlain and join a force under
General James Wilkinson that would embark in boats and sail from Sackett's Harbor on Lake Ontario and descend
the St. Lawrence. Hampton was delayed by bad roads and supply problems and also had an intense dislike of
Wilkinson, which limited his desire to support his plan. On October 25, his 4,000-strong force was defeated at the
Chateauguay River by Charles de Salaberry's smaller force of French-Canadian Voltigeurs and Mohawks.
Wilkinson's force of 8,000 set out on October 17, but was also delayed by bad weather. After learning that Hampton
had been checked, Wilkinson heard that a British force under Captain William Mulcaster and Lieutenant Colonel
Joseph Wanton Morrison was pursuing him, and by November 10, he was forced to land near Morrisburg, about 150
kilometers (90 mi.) from Montreal. On November 11, Wilkinson's rear guard, numbering 2,500, attacked Morrison's
force of 800 at Crysler's Farm and was repulsed with heavy losses. After learning that Hampton could not renew his
advance, Wilkinson retreated to the U.S. and settled into winter quarters. He resigned his command after a failed
attack on a British outpost at Lacolle Mills.

Niagara and Plattsburgh Campaigns, 1814

By the middle of 1814, American generals, including Major Generals Jacob Brown and Winfield Scott, had
drastically improved the fighting abilities and discipline of the army. Their renewed attack on the Niagara peninsula
quickly captured Fort Erie. Winfield Scott then gained a victory over an inferior British force at the Battle of
Chippawa on July 5. An attempt to advance further ended with a hard-fought but inconclusive battle at Lundy's Lane
on July 25.
The outnumbered Americans withdrew but withstood a prolonged Siege of Fort Erie. The British suffered heavy
casualties in a failed assault and were weakened by exposure and shortage of supplies in their siege lines. Eventually
the British raised the siege, but American Major General George Izard took over command on the Niagara front and
followed up only halfheartedly. The Americans lacked provisions, and eventually destroyed the fort and retreated
across the Niagara.
Meanwhile, following the abdication of Napoleon, 15,000 British troops were sent to North America under four of 
Wellington’s ablest brigade commanders. Fewer than half were veterans of the Peninsula and the rest came from 
garrisons. Along with the troops came instructions for offensives against the United States. British strategy was 
changing, and like the Americans, the British were seeking advantages for the peace negotiations. Governor-General 
Sir George Prevost was instructed to launch an invasion into the New York–Vermont region. The army available to 
him outnumbered the American defenders of Plattsburgh, but control of this town depended on being able to control
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Lake Champlain. On the lake, the British squadron under Captain George Downie and the Americans under Master
Commandant Thomas MacDonough were more evenly matched.
On reaching Plattsburgh, Prevost delayed the assault until the arrival of Downie in the hastily completed 36-gun
frigate HMS Confiance. Prevost forced Downie into a premature attack, but then unaccountably failed to provide the
promised military backing. Downie was killed and his naval force defeated at the naval Battle of Plattsburgh in
Plattsburgh Bay on September 11, 1814. The Americans now had control of Lake Champlain; Theodore Roosevelt
later termed it "the greatest naval battle of the war." The successful land defence was led by Alexander Macomb. To
the astonishment of his senior officers, Prevost then turned back, saying it would be too hazardous to remain on
enemy territory after the loss of naval supremacy. Prevost's political and military enemies forced his recall. In
London, a naval court-martial of the surviving officers of the Plattsburgh Bay debacle decided that defeat had been
caused principally by Prevost’s urging the squadron into premature action and then failing to afford the promised
support from the land forces. Prevost died suddenly, just before his own court-martial was to convene. Prevost's
reputation sank to a new low, as Canadians claimed that their militia under Brock did the job and he failed. Recently,
however, historians have been more kindly, measuring him not against Wellington but against his American foes.
They judge Prevost’s preparations for defending the Canadas with limited means to be energetic, well-conceived, and
comprehensive; and against the odds, he had achieved the primary objective of preventing an American conquest.[68]

American West, 1813–14

Plans of the original Fort Madison in 1810,
defeated by British-supported Indians in 1813.

The Mississippi River valley was the western frontier of the United
States in 1812. The territory acquired in the Louisiana Purchase of
1803 contained almost no U.S. settlements west of the Mississippi
except around Saint Louis and a few forts and trading posts. Fort
Bellefontaine, an old trading post converted to a U.S. Army post in
1804, served as regional headquarters. Fort Osage, built in 1808 along
the Missouri was the western-most U.S. outpost, it was abandoned at
the start of the war.[73] Fort Madison, built along the Mississippi in
what is now Iowa, was also built in 1808, and had been repeatedly
attacked by British-allied Sauk since its construction. In September
1813 Fort Madison was abandoned after it was attacked and besieged
by natives, who had support from the British. This was one of the few
battles fought west of the Mississippi. Black Hawk participated in the
siege of Fort Madison, which helped to form his reputation as a
resourceful Sauk leader.[74] [75] [76] American settlers built more than
65 forts in the Illinois Territory.

Little of note took place on Lake Huron in 1813, but the American
victory on Lake Erie
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The Upper Mississippi River during the War of 1812. 1: Fort Bellefontaine
U.S. headquarters; 2: Fort Osage, abandoned 1813; 3: Fort Madison, defeated

1813; 4: Fort Shelby, defeated 1814; 5: Battle of Rock Island Rapids, July
1814 and the Battle of Credit Island, Sept. 1814; 6: Fort Johnson, abandoned

1814; 7: Fort Cap au Gris and the Battle of the Sink Hole, May 1815.

and the recapture of Detroit isolated the British
there. During the ensuing winter, a Canadian
party under Lieutenant Colonel Robert
McDouall established a new supply line from
York to Nottawasaga Bay on Georgian Bay.
When he arrived at Fort Mackinac with supplies
and reinforcements, he sent an expedition to
recapture the trading post of Prairie du Chien in
the far west. The Siege of Prairie du Chien
ended in a British victory on July 20, 1814.

Earlier in July, the Americans sent a force of
five vessels from Detroit to recapture Mackinac.
A mixed force of regulars and volunteers from
the militia landed on the island on August 4.
They did not attempt to achieve surprise, and at
the brief Battle of Mackinac Island, they were
ambushed by natives and forced to re-embark.
The Americans discovered the new base at
Nottawasaga Bay, and on August 13, they
destroyed its fortifications and a schooner that
they found there. They then returned to Detroit,
leaving two gunboats to blockade Mackinac. On
September 4, these gunboats were taken
unawares and captured by enemy boarding
parties from canoes and small boats. This
Engagement on Lake Huron left Mackinac
under British control.

The British garrison at Prairie du Chien also fought off another attack by Major Zachary Taylor. In this distant
theatre, the British retained the upper hand until the end of the war, through the allegiance of several indigenous
tribes that received British gifts and arms. In 1814 U.S. troops retreating from the Battle of Credit Island on the
upper Mississippi attempted to make a stand at Fort Johnson, but the fort was soon abandoned, along with most of
the upper Mississippi valley.[77]

After the U.S. was pushed out of the Upper Mississippi region, they held on to eastern Missouri and the St. Louis
area. Two notable battles fought against the Sauk were the Battle of Cote Sans Dessein, in April 1815, at the mouth
of the Osage River in the Missouri Territory, and the Battle of the Sink Hole, in May 1815, near Fort Cap au Gris.[78]

At the conclusion of peace, Mackinac and other captured territory was returned to the United States. Fighting
between Americans, the Sauk, and other indigenous tribes continued through 1817, well after the war ended in the
east.[79]

Creek War
In March 1814, Jackson led a force of Tennessee militia, Choctaw,[80] Cherokee warriors, and U.S. regulars
southward to attack the Creek tribes, led by Chief Menawa. On March 26, Jackson and General John Coffee
decisively defeated the Creek at Horseshoe Bend, killing 800 of 1,000 Creeks at a cost of 49 killed and 154 wounded
out of approximately 2,000 American and Cherokee forces. Jackson pursued the surviving Creek until they
surrendered. Most historians consider the Creek War as part of the War of 1812, because the British supported them.
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Southern theatre
James Wilkinson captured Mobile, Alabama from the Spanish in March 1813. It later became the sole permanent
territorial gain for the United States.

The Treaty of Ghent

Factors leading to the peace negotiations
By 1814, both sides, weary of a costly war that seemingly offered nothing but stalemate, were ready to grope their
way to a settlement and sent delegates to Ghent, Belgium. The negotiations began in early August and dragged on
until Dec. 24, when a final agreement was signed; both sides had to ratify it before it could take effect. Meanwhile
both sides planned new invasions.
It is difficult to measure accurately the costs of the American war to Britain, because they are bound up in general
expenditure on the Napoleonic War in Europe. But an estimate may be made based on the increased borrowing
undertaken during the period, with the American war as a whole adding some £25 million to the national debt.[81] In
the U.S., the cost was $105 million, although because the British pound was worth considerably more than the dollar,
the costs of the war to both sides were roughly equal.[82] The national debt rose from $45 million in 1812 to
$127 million by the end of 1815, although by selling bonds and treasury notes at deep discounts—and often for
irredeemable paper money due to the suspension of specie payment in 1814—the government received only
$34 million worth of specie.[83] [84] By this time, the British blockade of U.S. ports was having a detrimental effect
on the American economy. Licensed flour exports, which had been close to a million barrels in 1812 and 1813, fell
to 5,000 in 1814. Insurance rates on Boston shipping had reached 75%, coastal shipping was at a complete standstill,
and New England was considering secession.[85] Exports and imports fell dramatically as American shipping
engaged in foreign trade dropped from 948,000 tons in 1811 to just 60,000 tons by 1814. But although American
privateers found chances of success much reduced, with most British merchantmen now sailing in convoy,
privateering continued to prove troublesome to the British. With insurance rates between Liverpool, England and
Halifax, Nova Scotia rising to 30%, the Morning Chronicle complained that with American privateers operating
around the British Isles, "We have been insulted with impunity."[86] The British could not fully celebrate a great
victory in Europe until there was peace in North America, and more pertinently, taxes could not come down until
such time. Landowners particularly balked at continued high taxation; both they and the shipping interests urged the
government to secure peace.[87]

Negotiations and peace
Britain, which had forces in uninhabited areas near Lake Superior and Lake Michigan and two towns in Maine,
demanded the ceding of large areas, plus turning most of the Midwest into a neutral zone for Indians. American
public opinion was outraged when Madison published the demands; even the Federalists were now willing to fight
on. The British were planning three invasions. One force burned Washington but failed to capture Baltimore, and
sailed away when its commander was killed. In New York State, 10,000 British veterans were marching south until a
decisive defeat at the Battle of Plattsburgh forced them back to Canada.[88] Nothing was known of the fate of the
third large invasion force aimed at capturing New Orleans and southwest. The Prime Minister wanted the Duke of
Wellington to command in Canada and finally win the war; Wellington said no, because the war was a military
stalemate and should be promptly ended:

I think you have no right, from the state of war, to demand any concession of territory from America ... 
You have not been able to carry it into the enemy's territory, notwithstanding your military success and 
now undoubted military superiority, and have not even cleared your own territory on the point of attack. 
You can not on any principle of equality in negotiation claim a cessation of territory except in exchange 
for other advantages which you have in your power ... Then if this reasoning be true, why stipulate for
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the uti possidetis? You can get no territory: indeed, the state of your military operations, however
creditable, does not entitle you to demand any.[89]

With a rift opening between Britain and Russia at the Congress of Vienna and little chance of improving the military
situation in North America, Britain was prepared to end the war promptly. In concluding the war, the Prime Minister,
Lord Liverpool, was taking into account domestic opposition to continued taxation, especially among Liverpool and
Bristol merchants—keen to get back to doing business with America—and there was nothing to gain from prolonged
warfare.[90]

On December 24, 1814, diplomats from the two countries, meeting in Ghent, United Kingdom of the Netherlands
(now in Belgium), signed the Treaty of Ghent. The Treaty was formally ratified by the U.S. Senate on February 16,
1815 and by the British on February 18, thus officially ending the war. The terms stated upon ratification that
fighting between the United States and Britain would cease, all conquered territory was to be returned to the prewar
claimant, the Americans were to gain fishing rights in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and that the United States and
Britain agreed to recognise the prewar boundary between Canada and the United States.
The treaty ignored the grievances that led to war. American complaints of Indian raids, impressment and blockades
had ended when Britain's war with France (apparently) ended, and were not mentioned in the treaty. The treaty
proved to be merely an expedient to end the fighting. Mobile and parts of western Florida were not mentioned in the
treaty but remained permanently in American possession, despite objections by Spain.[91] Thus, the war ended with
no significant territorial losses for either side.

The Battle of New Orleans and other post-treaty fighting
Unaware of the peace, Andrew Jackson's forces moved to New Orleans, Louisiana in late 1814 to defend against a
large-scale British invasion. Jackson defeated the British at the Battle of New Orleans on January 8, 1815. At the end
of the day, the British had a little over 2,000 casualties: 278 dead (including three senior generals Pakenham, Gibbs,
and Major General Keane), 1186 wounded, and 484 captured or missing.[92] The Americans had 71 casualties: 13
dead, 39 wounded, and 19 missing. It was hailed as a great victory for the U.S., making Jackson a national hero and
eventually propelling him to the presidency. The Battle Of New Orleans was later called "the most lopsided battle in
U.S. history".[93] [94]

The British gave up on New Orleans but moved to attack the Gulf Coast port of Mobile, Alabama, which the
Americans had seized from the Spanish in 1813. In one of the last military actions of the war, 1,000 British troops
won the Battle of Fort Bowyer on February 12, 1815. When news of peace arrived the next day, they abandoned the
fort and sailed home. In May 1815, a band of British-allied Sauk, unaware that the war had ended months before,
attacked a small band of U.S. soldiers northwest of St. Louis.[95] Intermittent fighting, primarily with the Sauk,
continued in the Missouri Territory well into 1817, although it is unknown if the Sauk were acting on their own or on
behalf of British agents.[96] Several uncontacted isolated warships continued fighting well into 1815 and were the
last American forces to take offensive action against the British.
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Losses and compensation
British losses in the war were about 1,600 killed in action and 3,679 wounded; 3,321 British died from disease.
American losses were 2,260 killed in action and 4,505 wounded. While the number of Americans who died from
disease is not known, it is estimated that 17,000 perished.[97] These figures do not include deaths among American or
Canadian militia forces or losses among native tribes.
In addition, at least 3,000 American slaves escaped to the British because of their offer of freedom, the same as they
had made in the American Revolution. Many other slaves simply escaped in the chaos of war and achieved their
freedom on their own. The British settled some of the newly freed slaves in Nova Scotia.[98] Four hundred freedmen
were settled in New Brunswick.[99] The Americans protested that Britain's failure to return the slaves violated the
Treaty of Ghent. After arbitration by the Tzar of Russia the British paid $1,204,960 in damages to Washington,
which reimbursed the slaveowners.[100]

Memory and historiography

Popular views
During the 19th century the popular image of the war in the United States was of an American victory, and in
Canada, of a Canadian victory. Each young country saw her self-perceived victory as an important foundation of her
growing nationhood. The British, on the other hand, who had been preoccupied by Napoleon's challenge in Europe,
paid little attention to what was to them a peripheral and secondary dispute.

Canadian
In British North America (which formed the Dominion of Canada in 1867), the War of 1812 was seen by Loyalists
as a victory, as they had successfully defended their borders from an American takeover. The outcome gave
Empire-oriented Canadians confidence and, together with the postwar "militia myth" that the civilian militia had
been primarily responsible rather than the British regulars, was used to stimulate a new sense of Canadian
nationalism.[101]

A long-term implication of the militia myth—which was false, but remained popular in the Canadian public at least
until World War I—was that Canada did not need a regular professional army.[102] The U.S. Army had done poorly,
on the whole, in several attempts to invade Canada, and the Canadians had shown that they would fight bravely to
defend their country. But the British did not doubt that the thinly populated territory would be vulnerable in a third
war. "We cannot keep Canada if the Americans declare war against us again," Admiral Sir David Milne wrote to a
correspondent in 1817.[103]

By the 21st century it was a forgotten war in the U.S., Britain and Quebec, although still remembered in the rest of
Canada, especially Ontario. [In a late-2009 poll, 37% of Canadians said the war was a Canadian victory, 9% said the
U.S. won, 15% called it a draw, and 39%—mainly younger Canadians—said they knew too little to comment.] [104]

American
Today, American popular memory includes the British capture and destruction of the U.S. Presidential Mansion in
August 1814, which necessitated its extensive renovation. From this event has arisen the tradition that the building's
new white paint inspired a popular new nickname, the White House. However, the tale appears apocryphal; the name
"White House" is first attested in 1811. Another memory is the successful American defence of Fort McHenry in
September 1814, which inspired the lyrics of the U.S. national anthem, The Star-Spangled Banner.[105]
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Historians' views
Historians have differing and more complex interpretations. They are in full agreement that the native Indians were
the war's clear losers, losing land, power and any hope of keeping their semi-autonomous status. Historians also
agree that ending the war with neither side gaining or losing territory allowed for the peaceful settlement of
boundary disputes and for the opening of a permanent era of good will and friendly relations between the U.S. and
Canada.
In recent decades the view of the majority of historians has been that the war ended in stalemate, with the Treaty of
Ghent closing a war that had become militarily inconclusive. Neither side wanted to continue fighting since the main
causes had disappeared and since there were no large lost territories for one side or the other to reclaim by force.
Insofar as they see the war's untriumphant resolution as allowing two centuries of peaceful and mutually beneficial
intercourse between the U.S., Britain and Canada, these historians often conclude that all three nations were the "real
winners" of the War of 1812. These writers often add that the war could have been avoided in the first place by better
diplomacy. It is seen as a mistake for everyone concerned because it was badly planned and marked by multiple
fiascoes and failures on both sides, as shown especially by the repeated American failure to seize parts of Canada,
and the failed British invasions of New Orleans and upstate New York.[106]

However, other scholars hold that the war constituted a British victory and an American defeat. They argue that the
British achieved their military objectives in 1812 (by stopping the repeated American invasions of Canada) and that
Canada retained her independence of the United States. By contrast, they say, the Americans suffered a defeat when
their armies failed to achieve their war goal of seizing part or all of Canada. Additionally, they argue the US lost as it
failed to stop impressment, which the British refused to repeal, and the US actions had no effect on the orders in
council, which were rescinded before the war started.[107]

A second minority view is that both the US and Britain won the war – that is, both achieved their main objectives,
while the Indians were the losing party.[108] [109] The British won by losing no territories and achieving their great
war goal, the total defeat of Napoleon. U.S. won by (1) securing her honour and successfully resisting a powerful
empire once again[110] , thus winning a "second war of independence"[111] ; (2) ending the threat of Indian raids and
the British plan for a semi-independent Indian sanctuary—thereby opening an unimpeded path for the United States'
westward expansion—and (3) stopping the Royal Navy from restricting American trade and impressing American
sailors.[112]

Long-term consequences
Neither side lost territory in the war,[113] nor did the treaty that ended it address the original points of
contention—and yet it changed much between the United States of America and Britain.
The Rush–Bagot Treaty was a treaty between the United States and Britain enacted in 1817 that provided for the
demilitarization of the Great Lakes and Lake Champlain, where many British naval arrangements and forts still
remained. The treaty laid the basis for a demilitarized boundary and was indicative of improving relations between
the United States and Great Britain in the period following the War of 1812. It remains in effect to this day.
The Treaty of Ghent established the status quo ante bellum; that is, there were no territorial losses by either side. The
issue of impressment was made moot when the Royal Navy, no longer needing sailors, stopped impressment after
the defeat of Napoleon. Except for occasional border disputes and the circumstances of the American Civil War,
relations between the U.S. and Britain remained generally peaceful for the rest of the 19th century, and the two
countries became close allies in the 20th century.
Border adjustments between the U.S. and British North America were made in the Treaty of 1818. A border dispute
along the Maine–New Brunswick border was settled by the 1842 Webster–Ashburton Treaty after the bloodless
Aroostook War, and the border in the Oregon Territory was settled by splitting the disputed area in half by the 1846
Oregon Treaty.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rush%E2%80%93Bagot_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Great_Lakes
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lake_Champlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=American_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=19th_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=20th_century
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Treaty_of_1818
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Brunswick
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Webster%E2%80%93Ashburton_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aroostook_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oregon_Territory
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oregon_Treaty


War of 1812 59

United States
The U.S. suppressed the native American resistance on its western and southern borders. The nation also gained a
psychological sense of complete independence as people celebrated their "second war of independence."[114] [115]

Nationalism soared after the victory at the Battle of New Orleans. The opposition Federalist Party collapsed, and the
Era of Good Feelings ensued. The U.S. did make one minor territorial gain during the war, though not at Britain's
expense, when it captured Mobile, Alabama from Spain.[116]

No longer questioning the need for a strong Navy, the U.S. built three new 74-gun ships of the line and two new
44-gun frigates shortly after the end of the war.[117] (Another frigate had been destroyed to prevent it being captured
on the stocks.)[118] In 1816, the U.S. Congress passed into law an "Act for the gradual increase of the Navy" at a cost
of $1,000,000 a year for eight years, authorizing 9 ships of the line and 12 heavy frigates.[119] The Captains and
Commodores of the U.S. Navy became the heroes of their generation in the U.S. Decorated plates and pitchers of
Decatur, Hull, Bainbridge, Lawrence, Perry, and Macdonough were made in Staffordshire, England, and found a
ready market in the United States. Three of the war heroes used their celebrity to win national office: Andrew
Jackson (elected President in 1828 and 1832), Richard Mentor Johnson (elected Vice President in 1836), and
William Henry Harrison (elected President in 1840).
New England states became increasingly frustrated over how the war was being conducted and how the conflict was
affecting them. They complained that the U.S. government was not investing enough in the states' defences militarily
and financially, and that the states should have more control over their militia. The increased taxes, the British
blockade, and the occupation of some of New England by enemy forces also agitated public opinion in the states. As
a result, at the Hartford Convention (December 1814–January 1815) held in Connecticut, New England
representatives asked New England to have its states' powers fully restored. Nevertheless, a common misconception
propagated by newspapers of the time was that the New England representatives wanted to secede from the Union
and make a separate peace with the British. This view is not supported by what happened at the Convention.[120]

Slaveholders, primarily in the South, suffered considerable loss of property as tens of thousands of slaves escaped to
British lines or ships for freedom, despite the difficulties. The planters' complacency about slave contentment was
shocked by their seeing slaves who would risk so much to be free.[121]

British North America (Canada)
The Battle of York showed the vulnerability of Upper and Lower Canada. In the 1820s, work began on La Citadelle
at Quebec City as a defence against the United States; the fort remains an operational base of the Canadian Forces.
Additionally, work began on the Halifax citadel to defend the port against American attacks. This fort remained in
operation through World War II.
From 1826 to 1832, the Rideau Canal was built to provide a secure waterway from Bytown (now Ottawa) to
Kingston via the Rideau River then southwest via the canal to Lake Ontario, avoiding the narrows of the St.
Lawrence River, where ships could be vulnerable to American cannon fire. To defend the western end of the canal,
the British also built Fort Henry at Kingston, including four Martello towers, which remained operational until 1891.

Indian tribes
The Native Americans allied to the British lost their cause. The British proposal to create a "neutral" Indian zone in 
the American West was rejected at the Ghent peace conference and never resurfaced. After 1814 the natives, who 
lost most of their fur gathering territory, became an undesirable burden to British policymakers who now looked to 
the United States for markets and raw materials. British agents in the field continued to meet regularly with their 
former native partners, but they did not supply arms or encouragement and there were no Indian campaigns to stop 
U.S. expansionism in the Midwest. Abandoned by their powerful sponsor, Great Lakes-area natives ultimately 
migrated or reached accommodations with the American authorities and settlers.[122] In the Southeast, Indian 
resistance had been crushed by General Andrew Jackson; as President (1829–37), Jackson systematically removed
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the major tribes to reservations west of the Mississippi.[123]

Bermuda
Bermuda had been largely left to the defences of its own militia and privateers prior to U.S. independence, but the
Royal Navy had begun buying up land and operating from there in 1795, as its location was a useful substitute for
the lost U.S. ports. It originally was intended to be the winter headquarters of the North American Squadron, but the
war saw it rise to a new prominence. As construction work progressed through the first half of the century, Bermuda
became the permanent naval headquarters in Western waters, housing the Admiralty and serving as a base and
dockyard. The military garrison was built up to protect the naval establishment, heavily fortifying the archipelago
that came to be described as the "Gibraltar of the West." Defence infrastructure would remain the central leg of
Bermuda's economy until after World War II.

Britain
The war was scarcely noticed then and is barely remembered in Britain because it was overshadowed by the
far-larger conflict against the French Empire under Napoleon.[124] Britain's goals of impressing seamen and blocking
trade with France had been achieved and were no longer needed. The Royal Navy was the world's dominant nautical
power in the early 19th century (and would remain so for another century).[125] During the War of 1812, it had used
its overwhelming strength to cripple American maritime trade and launch raids on the American coast. The United
States Navy had only 14 frigates and smaller ships to crew at the start of the war, while Britain maintained 85 ships
in North American waters alone. Yet—as the Royal Navy was acutely aware—the U.S. Navy had won most of the
single-ship duels during the war.[118] The causes of the losses were many, but among those were the heavier
broadside of the American 44-gun frigates and the fact that the large crew on each U.S. Navy ship was hand-picked
from among the approximately 55,000 unemployed merchant seamen in American harbors. The crews of the British
fleet, which numbered some 140,000 men, were rounded out with impressed ordinary seamen and landsmen.[126] In
an order to his ships, Admiral John Borlase Warren ordered that less attention be paid to spit-and-polish and more to
gunnery practice.[127] It is notable that the well-trained gunnery of HMS Shannon allowed her victory over the
untrained crew of the USS Chesapeake.[52]

See also
• History of Canada
• Indiana in the War of 1812
• Kentucky in the War of 1812
• Opposition to the War of 1812 in the United States
• Timeline of the War of 1812
• War of 1812 Campaigns
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Algonquian

Algonquian 

Algonkian

Geographic
distribution:

North America

Genetic
classification:

Algic Algonquian

 Subdivisions: Plains Algonquian group
Central Algonquian group
Eastern Algonquian group

ISO 639-2 and 639-5: alg

Pre-contact distribution of Algonquian languages

The Algonquian languages (also Algonkian; pronounced /ælˈɡɒŋkwiən/ or English pronunciation: /ælˈɡɒŋkiən/)[1] are
a subfamily of Native American languages which includes most of the languages in the Algic language family. The
name of the Algonquian language family is distinguished from the orthographically similar Algonquin dialect of the
Ojibwe language, which is a member of the Algonquian language family. The term "Algonquin" derives from the
Maliseet word elakómkwik (pronounced [ɛlæˈɡomoɡwik]), "they are our relatives/allies".[2] [3] Most Algonquian
languages are extremely endangered today, with few native speakers. A number of the languages have already
become extinct.
Speakers of Algonquian languages stretch from the east coast of North America all the way to the west coast. The
Yurock and Wiyot being the western-most nation to have language resembling other Algic languages. The
proto-language from which all of the languages of the family descend, Proto-Algonquian, was spoken at least 3,000
years ago. There is no scholarly consensus as to the territory where this language was spoken. For information on the
peoples speaking Algonquian languages, see Algonquian peoples.
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Family division
This large family of around 27 languages is divided roughly into three major groupings. These are as follows:
Central, Plains, and Eastern Algonquian, groupings primarily for convenience. Only Eastern Algonquian constitutes
a true "genetic" subgroup.
The languages are listed below[4] (dialects and subdialects are listed on the Central Algonquian, Plains Algonquian,
and Eastern Algonquian pages):
A. Plains

1. Blackfoot

2. Arapahoan (including Arapaho proper, Gros Ventre (AKA Atsina), Nawathinehena, and Besawunena)
3. Cheyenne

B. Central

4. Cree-Montagnais

5. Menominee (also known as Menomini)
I. Eastern Great Lakes (also known as Core Central)

a. Ojibwe-Potawatomi (also known as Ojibwe-Potawatomi-Ottawa, Anishinaabemowin, or the
Anishinaabe language)

6. Ojibwe (also known as Ojibwa, Ojibway, Ojibwa-Ottawa, or the Anishinaabe language)
7. Potawatomi

8. Fox (also known as Fox-Sauk-Kickapoo or Mesquakie-Sauk-Kickapoo)
9. Shawnee

10. Miami-Illinois

C. Eastern

11. Mi'kmaq (also known as Micmac, Míkmaq, Mi'gmaq, or Mi'kmaw)
I. Abenakian

12. Eastern Abenaki (also known as Abenaki or Abenaki-Penobscot)
13. Western Abenaki (also known as Abnaki, St. Francis, Abenaki, or Abenaki-Penobscot)
14. Maliseet (also known as Maliseet-Passamquoddy or Malecite-Passamquoddy)

15. Etchemin (uncertain - See Note 1)

II. Southern New England
16. Massachusett (also known as Massachusett-Narragansett)
17. Loup A (probably Nipmuck) (uncertain - See Note 1)

18. Loup B (uncertain - See Note 1)

19. Mohegan-Pequot

20. Quiripi-Naugatuck-Unquachog (also known as Quiripi-Unquachog)
III. Delawarean

21. Mahican (also known as Mohican)
i. Lenape (also known as Delaware)

22. Munsee

23. Unami

24. Nanticoke
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25. Piscataway (also known as Conoy)
26. Carolina Algonquian (also known as Pamlico, Pamtico, Pampticough, Christianna Algonquian)
27. Powhatan (also known as Virginia Algonquian)
28. Shinnecock (uncertain)

Notes
1. Etchemin and Loup were ethnographic terms used inconsistently by French colonists and missionaries. There is
some debate whether distinct groups could ever have been identified with those names.
Etchemin is only known from a list of numbers from people living between the St. John and Kennebec Rivers
recorded in 1609 by Marc Lescarbot. The numbers in this list share features in common with different Algonquian
languages from Massachusetts to New Brunswick, but as a set do not match any other known Algonquian language.
Certain intriguing similarities between the Etchimin list and Wampanoag might suggest that languages closely
related to Wampanoag might have been spoken as far north as the coast of Maine in the precontact period.
The name Etchemin has also been applied to other material from what many scholars of Algonquian ethnography
and linguistics believe to be Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, or Eastern Abenaki.
Some of the attested Loup vocabulary can be identified with different eastern Algonquian communities, including
the Mahican, Maliseet, Passamaquoddy and other groups. Loup A and Loup B refer to two vocabulary lists which
cannot be conclusively identified with another known community. Loup A is most likely Nipmuck, and is also
somewhat similar to the handful of words attested for Agawam. Loup B seems like a composite of different dialects.
It is closest to Mahican and Western Abenaki. They also may represent unknown tribes or bands, or may have been
interethnic trade pidgins of some kind. Documentary evidence for Loup B is very thin (14 pages); the documentary
evidence for Loup A is much more extensive (124 pages), being documented in a manuscript dictionary from the
French missionary period. See Uncertain/Extinct Algonquian Languages [5].

Genetic and areal relationships
Only Eastern Algonquian is a true genetic subgrouping. The Plains Algonquian and the Central Algonquian groups
are not genetic groupings but rather areal groupings. This means that Blackfoot is no more closely related to
Cheyenne than it is to Menominee. However, these areal groups often do have certain shared linguistic features, but
the features in question are attributed to language contact.[6] Paul Proulx has argued that this traditional view is
incorrect,[7] and that Central Algonquian (in which he includes the Plains Algonquian languages) is a genetic
subgroup, with Eastern Algonquian consisting of several different subgroups. However, this classification scheme
has failed to gain acceptance by other specialists in the Algonquian languages.[8]

Subgroups
Instead, the commonly accepted subgrouping scheme is that proposed by Ives Goddard (1994). The essence of this
proposal is that Proto-Algonquian originated with people to the west, perhaps in the Plateau region of Idaho and
Oregon or the Rocky Mountain-Great Plains boundary of Montana, and then moved east, dropping off subgroups as
people migrated. By this scenario, Blackfoot was the first language to branch off, which coincides well with its
position as the most divergent language of Algonquian. In west-to-east order, the subsequent branchings were:
• Arapaho-Gros Ventre, Cree-Montagnais, Menominee, and Cheyenne;
• then the core Great Lakes languages: (Ojibwe-Potawatomi, Shawnee, Sauk-Fox-Kickapoo, and Miami-Illinois);

and
• finally, Proto-Eastern Algonquian.
This historical reconstruction accords best with the observed levels of divergence within the family, whereby the 
most divergent languages are found furthest west (since they constitute the earliest branchings during eastern
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migration), and the shallowest subgroupings are found furthest to the east (Eastern Algonquian, and arguably Core
Central). Goddard also points out that there is clear evidence for pre-historical contact between Eastern Algonquian
and Cree-Montagnais, as well as between Cheyenne and Arapaho-Gros Ventre. There has long been especially
extensive back-and-forth influence between Cree and Ojibwe.[9]

It has been suggested that the 'Eastern Great Lakes' languages—what Goddard has called 'Core Central', e.g.,
Ojibwe-Potawatomi, Shawnee, Sauk-Fox-Kickapoo, and Miami-Illinois (but not Cree-Montagnais or Menominee),
may also constitute their own genetic grouping within Algonquian. They share certain intriguing lexical and
phonological innovations. But, this theory has not yet been fully fleshed out and is still considered conjectural.
Algonquian is sometimes said to have included the extinct Beothuk language of Newfoundland, although evidence is
scarce and poorly recorded. Recent DNA studies in 2007 support this theory, as the people were found to have been
related to the Algonquian-speaking Mi'kmaq.[10] Before these studies, the theory was based on geographic
proximity.[11]

Grammatical features
The Algonquian language family is known for its complex polysynthetic morphology and sophisticated verb
system.[12] Statements that take many words to say in English can be expressed with a single word. Ex:
(Menominee) paehtāwāēwesew "He is heard by higher powers" (paeht- 'hear', -āwāē- 'spirit', -wese- passivizer, -w
third-person subject) or (Plains Cree) kāstāhikoyahk "it frightens us". These languages have been famously studied in
the structuralist tradition by Leonard Bloomfield and Edward Sapir among others.
Algonquian nouns have an animate/inanimate contrast: some nouns are classed as animate, while all other nouns are
inanimate.[13] There is ongoing debate over whether there is a semantic significance to the categorization of nouns as
animate or inanimate, with scholars arguing for it as either a clearly semantic issue, or a purely syntactic issue, along
with a variety of arguments in between. More structurally inclined linguistic scholars have argued that since there is
no consistent semantic system for determining the animacy of a noun, that it must be a purely linguistic
characterization. Anthropological linguists have conversely argued the strong connection between animacy and items
viewed as having spiritual importance.
Another important distinction involves the contrast between nouns marked as proximate and those marked as
obviative. Proximate nouns are those deemed most central or important to the discourse, while obviative nouns are
those less important to the discourse.[14]

There are personal pronouns which distinguish three persons, two numbers (singular and plural), inclusive and
exclusive first person plural, and proximate and obviative third persons. Verbs are divided into four classes:
transitive verbs with an animate object (abbreviated "TA"), transitive verbs with an inanimate object ("TI"),
intransitive verbs with an animate subject ("AI"), and intransitive verbs with an inanimate subject ("II").[14]

Vocabulary
See the lists of words in the Algonquian languages and the list of words of Algonquian origin at Wiktionary,
the free dictionary and Wikipedia's sibling project.

Loan words Because Algonquian languages were some of the first with which Europeans came into contact in North
America, the language family has given many words to English. Many eastern and midwestern U.S. states have
names of Algonquian origin (Massachusetts, Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, etc.), as do many cities:
Milwaukee, Chicago, et al. The capital of Canada is named after an Algonquian nation - the Odawa people.
For a more detailed treatment of geographical names in three Algonquian languages see the external link to the book
by Trumbull.
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See also
• Algic languages
• Algonquian peoples
• Algonquin
• Central Algonquian languages
• Eastern Algonquian languages
• Indigenous languages of the Americas
• Plains Algonquian languages
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External links
• Algonquian family words [17]

• Comparative Algonquian Swadesh vocabulary lists [18] (from Wiktionary's Swadesh list appendix [19])
• Composition of Geographical Names from the Algonkin Languages, by J. Hammond Trumbull [20] at Project

Gutenberg
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Abenaki

 Abenaki

 Flag of St. Francis/Sokoki Band of Abenaki 

 Total population 

 12,000 (US and Canada) 

 Regions with significant populations 

United States (Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont)

Canada (New Brunswick, Quebec)

 Languages 

English, French, Abenaki

 Religion 

largely Roman Catholic

 Related ethnic groups 

Algonquian peoples

The Abenaki (or Abnaki) are a tribe of Native American and First Nations people, a subdivision of the Algonquian
nation of northeastern North America. The Abenaki live in New England, Quebec, and the Maritimes, a region called
Wabanaki ("Dawn Land") in the Eastern Algonquian languages. The Abenaki are one of the five members of the
Wabanaki Confederacy. "Abenaki" is a linguistic and geographic grouping; there historically was not a strong central
authority but as listed below a large number of smaller bands and tribes that shared many cultural traits.[1]

Name
The Abenaki people call themselves Alnôbak, meaning "Real People" (c.f., Lenape language: Lenapek). Another
name they call themselves is Alnanbal, meaning "men".[1] In addition, when compared to the more interior
Algonquian peoples, they call themselves Wôbanuok, meaning "Easterners" (c.f. Massachusett language:
Wôpanâak). They also refer to themselves as Abenaki or with syncope: Abnaki. Both forms are derived from
Wabanaki or the Wabanaki Confederacy, as they were once a member of this confederacy they called Wôbanakiak
meaning "People of the Dawn Land" in the Abenaki language — from wôban ("dawn" or "east") and aki ("land")[2]

(compare Proto-Algonquian *wa·pan and *axkyi)—the aboriginal name of the area broadly corresponding to New
England and the Maritimes. It is, therefore, sometimes used to refer to all the Algonquian language speaking peoples
of the area — Western Abenaki, Eastern Abenaki, Wolastoqiyik-Passamaquoddy, and Mi'kmaq — as a single group.
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Subdivisions
Historically, the Abenakis are divided by the ethnologists into groups: Western Abenaki and Eastern Abenaki.
Within these groups are the Abenaki Bands:

• Western Abenaki

• Amoskeay
• Cocheco
• Cowasuck
• Koasek (Coos)
• Masipskwoik (Missiquoi), also known as Sokoki[3]

• Nashua
• Ossipee
• Pemigewasset
• Pennacook
• Pequaket
• Piscataqua
• Souhegan
• Winnibisauga

• Eastern Abenaki

• Amaseconti
• Alessikantekw (Androscoggin)
• Kinipekw (Kennebec)
• Odanak
• Ossipee
• Panawahpskek (Penobscot; now considered a separate tribe)
• Apikwahki
• Rocameca
• Wawinak
• Wôlinak

However, due to erroneous use of the word "Abenaki" to mean "Wabanaki," all the Abenakis together with the
Penobscots are often described as "Western 'Wabenaki'" peoples, while the Mi'kmaq, Maliseet and Passamaquoddy
are described as "Eastern 'Wabenaki'" peoples.

Location

Abenaki wigwam with birch bark covering

The homeland of the Abenaki, known to them as Ndakinna, which
means "our land", extended across most of northern New England,
southern Quebec, and the southern Canadian Maritimes. The Eastern
Abenaki's population was concentrated in portions of Maine east of
New Hampshire's White Mountains. The other major tribe, the Western
Abenaki, lived in the Connecticut River valley in Vermont, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts.[4] The Missiquoi lived along the eastern
shore of Lake Champlain. There were also the Pennacook along the
Merrimack River in southern New Hampshire. The maritime Abenaki
lived around the St. Croix and Wolastoq (St. John River) valleys near
the boundary line between Maine and New Brunswick.

The settlement of New England and frequent wars caused many
Abenakis to retreat to Quebec. Two large tribal communities formed
near St-François-du-Lac (Odanak) and Bécancour (Wôlinak). These
settlements continue to exist to this day. Three reservations also exist
in northern Maine, and seven Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) reserves are

located in New Brunswick and Quebec. Other groups of Abenaki, without reservations, are scattered across northern
New Hampshire and Vermont.[1]

The Penawapskewi (Penobscot) have a reservation with 2,000 people on Indian Island at Old Town, Maine. The
Pestomuhkati (Passamaquoddy) are in three different Maine reservations: Passamaquoddy Pleasant Point
Reservation, Peter Dana Point, and Indian Township. The Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians have close to 600
tribesmembers, whereas there are seven Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) bands in Canada, 470 in Quebec and 2,000 in New

Brunswick. Four hundred Wôlinak Abenakis live on a reserve near Bécancour, Quebec (across the river from 
Trois-Rivières), and almost 1,500 live at Odanak, only 30 miles (48 km) to the southwest of Trois-Rivières. The
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remaining Abenaki people are scattered within Quebec, New Brunswick, and northern New England, living in
multi-racial towns and cities. About 2,500 Vermont Abenaki live in Vermont and New Hampshire, chiefly around
Lake Champlain.[1]

Another Abenaki community, who call themselves the Sokoki, is located around the Masipskiwibi River
(Missisquoi) in Vermont, with some community members extending into northern New Hampshire. The tribal
headquarters for this community is in Swanton, Vermont. Their traditional land is around the river to its outlet at
Lake Champlain.[3]

Language
The Abenaki language is closely related to those of their neighboring Wabanaki tribes such as the Mi'kmaq,
Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet), and Pestomuhkati (Passamaquoddy), as well as with other Eastern Algonquian languages.
Close to extinction as a spoken language, considerable efforts are being made to revive the Abenaki language at
Odanak (means "coming home"), a First Nations Abenakis reserve near Pierreville, Quebec.
Joseph Laurent (Sozap Lolô Kizitôgw), Abenakis Chief of the Indian village of St. Francis (now Odanak), authored
the 1884 New familiar Abenakis and English dialogues the first ever published on the grammatical system, printed
by Leger Brousseau of Quebec. The 233-page book comprises the Abenakis alphabet, the key to the pronunciation
and many grammatical explanations, and synoptical illustrations showing the numerous modifications of the
Abenakis verb, to which is added the etymology of Indian names of certain localities, rivers, lakes, etc., and an
Abenaki-English dictionary.[5]

Dictionaries include Dr. Gordon M. Day's two-volume Western Abenaki Dictionary published in 1994; Chief Henry
Lorne Masta's 1932 Abenaki Legends, Grammar, and Place Names, Odanak, Quebec, published in 2008 by Global
Language Press; and Joseph Aubery's 1700 Father Aubery's French Abenaki Dictionary, translated into English by
Stephen Laurent (son of Chief Joseph Laurent), and published in hardcover (525 pp.) by Chisholm Bros. Publishing.
Fluent speaker Joseph "Elie" Joubert also developed lists of words, available via Alnôbak News, Franklin,
Massachusetts.

History
In 1614, Thomas Hunt captured 24 young people and took them to England.[6]

During the European colonization of North America the land occupied by the Abenaki was in the area between the
English colony of Massachusetts and the French colony of Quebec. There was no agreement as to the boundaries for
any of the parties. The Abenakis were traditionally allied with the French; one of them, Chief Assacumbuit, was
declared a noble under the reign of Louis XIV.
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Abenaki couple, 18th-century

Facing annihilation from English attacks and epidemics, they started to
emigrate to Quebec around 1669, where two seigneuries (large
self-administered areas similar to feudal fiefs) were allocated to them
by the Governor of New France. The first was on the Saint Francis
River and is nowadays known as the Odanak Indian Reservation; the
second was founded near Bécancour and is called the Wolinak Indian
Reservation.

In 1724 during Dummer's War the principal Abenaki town in Maine,
Norridgewock, was taken, and their missionary, Father Sébastien Rale,
killed. The following year a party of English colonists led by John
Lovewell, looking to collect scalps to redeem for bounties offered by
the Province of Massachusetts Bay, were in the vicinity of an Abenaki
village near present day Fryeburg, Maine. They were engaged by two
Abenakis war parties returning to the village from elsewhere in Maine.
After a 10 hour battle, the forces withdrew. As a consequence of these
battles many Abenaki emigrated to the settlement on the St. Francis River to where other refugees from the New
England tribes had come earlier.

Because many of the Abenaki moved further and further north as white settlers settled around the seacoast and
southern areas of New England, the Abenaki became perceived as raiders who were invading from Canada. This
perception could be why they are not recognized in the United States as a tribe but they are in Canada.
Abenakis are not a federally recognized tribe in the United States. In 2006, Vermont officially recognized the
Abenaki as a People, but not a Tribe. This is in recognition of the annihilation or assimilation of the Abenaki and
subsequent isolation of each small remnant of the greater whole onto reservations during and after the French and
Indian War well before the US government began acknowledging the sovereignty of native tribes in the late 20th
century. Facing annihilation, the Abenakis began emigrating to Canada, then under French control, around 1669
where they were granted two seigneuries.
A tribal council was organized in 1976 at Swanton, Vermont, as the Sokoki-St. Francis Band of the Abenaki Nation.
Vermont recognition of the council was granted that same year but was later withdrawn for unknown reasons. In
1982, they applied for nation recognition which is still pending.[1]

New Hampshire and minority recognition
In New Hampshire the Abenaki along with other Native groups have proposed legislation to recognize them as a
minority group. This bill is currently (2010) being debated in the state legislature. The bill would create a state
commission on Native American relations which would act as an advisory group to the governor and the state
government in general.[7]

They are proposing this legislation to get recognition as a minority because at the moment they are not recognized by
the state.
This bill is being opposed by several on the basis of current owners losing land, or the fear that the Abenaki want to
open a casino. This is an unfounded fear for two reasons:
• The text of the bill specifically states that "this act shall not be interpreted to provide any Native American or

Abenaki person with any other special rights or privileges that the state does not confer on or grant to other state
residents."[3]

• New Hampshire is considering expanding gambling separate of the Native Americans.[8]

This council would be under the Department of Cultural Resources,[7] so it would be in the same department as the 
State Council on the Arts. This bill would also allow for the creation and sale of goods that were labeled as
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Native-made. This would create a further source of income for the Natives in New Hampshire.
There are many different groups of Natives in New Hampshire, and they have gotten together in a New Hampshire
Inter-tribal council that holds statewide meetings and powwows. They are a group dedicated to preserving the
cultural aspects of the Natives in New Hampshire and are the main backers of the HB 1610, with the Abenaki, as the
main tribe in the state, being the only one named specifically in the bill.[9]

Culture

An Abenaki in traditional clothing

There are a dozen variations of the name Abenakis, such as
Abenaquiois, Abakivis, Quabenakionek, Wabenakies and others.
The Abenaki were described in the Jesuit Relations as not cannibals,
and as docile, ingenious, temperate in the use of liquor, and not
profane.[10]

All Abenaki tribes lived a lifestyle similar to the Algonquin of southern
New England. They cultivated crops for food, locating villages on or
near fertile river floodplains. Other less major, but still important, parts
of their diet included game and fish from hunting and fishing, and wild
plants.[1]

They lived in scattered bands of extended families for most of the year.
Each man had different hunting territories inherited through his father.
Unlike the Iroquois, the Abenaki were patrilineal. Bands came together
during the spring and summer at temporary villages near rivers, or
somewhere along the seacoast for planting and fishing. These villages
occasionally had to be fortified, depending on the alliances and
enemies of other tribes or of Europeans near the village. Abenaki
villages were quite small when compared to the Iroquois'; the average number of people was about 100.[1]

Most Abenaki settlements used dome-shaped, bark-covered wigwams for housing, though a few preferred
oval-shaped long houses. During the winter, the Abenaki lived in small groups further inland. The homes there were
bark-covered wigwams shaped in a way similar to the teepees of the Great Plains Indians.[1] During the winter, the
Abnaki lined the inside of their conical wigwams with bear and deer skins for warmth. The Abenaki also built long
houses similar to those of the Iroquois.[11]

Currently the Abenaki hold on to their traditions and ways of life in several ways. The Sokoki do so in the current
constitution for their government. It has a chief, a council of elders, and methods and means for election to the
council and chieftainship, as well as requirements for citizenship in the tribe.[12] They also list many of the different
traditions they uphold, such as the different dances they perform and what those dances mean.[3] During several of
these dances there is no photography allowed, out of respect for the culture, and for several of them there are
instructions such as "All stand while it is sung" or "All Stand to Show Respect."[3]

Abenaki hair style and other marriage traditions
Originally, the hair for traditional Abenaki men was kept long and loose. When a man would find a “girlfriend” he 
would tie his hair, and when he would get “married” he would attach the hair of the scalp with a piece of leather and 
shave all but the ponytail. The modernized traditional spiritual version is basically the same except that when the hair 
is tied it is braided and when married all the hair of the scalp is kept in a braid; only the side and back of the head is 
shaved. The spiritual meaning surrounding this cut is most importantly to indicate betrothal or fidelity as a married 
Abenaki man in much the same way the wedding ring signified marriage amongst the Christians.[13] [14] [15]
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In addition to the changing of the hair style there was a complicated courtship process. The man would give the
woman a box made of a fine wood that was decorated with the virtues of the woman, then the woman would give a
similar box to the man. Also, in a similar manner to their group decision making, everyone in the tribe must agree to
the marriage. There is a pole planted in the earth, which anyone who disagrees with the marriage must strike. The
disagreement must be resolved or the marriage does not happen.[16]

Gender, food, division of labor, and other cultural traits
The Abenaki were a farming society that supplemented with hunting and gathering. The men were for the most part
the ones who left the village to hunt. The women on the other hand were the ones who tended the field and grew the
crops.[17] In their fields they would plant the crops in groups of "sisters". These sisters would grow together, with the
stalk of corn supporting the beans, and squash or pumpkins providing ground cover.[17]

The Abenaki were a patrilineal society, which is different from the Iroquois but a common element in New England
tribes.[1]

Group decision-making was done by a consensus method. The idea is that every group (family, band, tribe, etc.)
must have equal say, so each group would elect a spokesperson. Each smaller group would then send the decision of
the group to an impartial facilitator. If there was a disagreement, the facilitator would tell the groups to discuss again.
In addition to the debates, there was a goal of total understanding for all members. If there was not total
understanding the debate would stop until there was understanding.
The basic ideas that the groups had to consider when debating were called the Three Truths:
1. Peace: Is this preserved?
2. Righteousness: Is it moral?
3. Power: Does it preserve the integrity of the group?
These truths guide all group deliberations and the goal is to reach a consensus. If there is no consensus, the
agreement is to keep the status quo.[18]
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Storytelling
Storytelling is a major part of Abenaki culture. It is used not only as entertainment but also as a teaching method.
They view stories as having lives of their own and being aware of how they are used. Stories were also used as a
means of teaching children behavior. Children were not to be mistreated, and so instead of punishing the child they
would be told a story.[19]

One of the stories is of Azban the Raccoon. This is a story about a proud raccoon who challenges a waterfall to a
shouting contest. When the waterfall does not respond, Azban dives into the waterfall to try and outshout it and gets
swept away because of his pride. This story would be used to show a child the pitfalls of pride. It was not only used
as entertainment but it was an important teaching tool.[20]

Population and epidemics
Before the Abenaki — except the Pennacook and Mi'kmaq — had contact with the European world, their population
may have numbered as many as 40,000. Around 20,000 would have been Eastern Abenaki, another 10,000 would
have been Western Abenaki, and the last 10,000 would have been Maritime Abenaki. Early contacts with European
fisherman resulted in two major epidemics that affected Abenaki during the 16th century. The first epidemic was an
unknown sickness occurring sometime between 1564 and 1570, and the second one was typhus in 1586. Multiple
epidemics arrived a decade prior to the English settlement of Massachusetts in 1620, when three separate sicknesses
swept across New England and the Canadian Maritimes. Maine was hit very hard during the year of 1617, with a
fatality rate of 75%, and the population of the Eastern Abenaki fell to about 5,000. Fortunately, the Western Abenaki
were a more isolated group of people and suffered far less, losing only about half of their original population of
10,000.[1]

The new diseases continued to cause more disaster, starting with smallpox in 1631, 1633, and 1639. Seven years
later, an unknown epidemic struck, with influenza passing through the following year. Smallpox affected the
Abenaki again in 1649, and diphtheria came through 10 years later. Once again, smallpox struck in 1670, and
influenza again in 1675. Smallpox affected the Native Americans again in 1677, 1679, 1687, along with measles,
1691, 1729, 1733, 1755, and finally in 1758.[1]

The Abenaki population continued to decline, but in 1676, they took in thousands of refugees from many southern
New England tribes displaced by settlement and King Philip's War. Because of this, descendants of nearly every
southern New England Algonquin can be found among the Abenaki people. Another century later, there were fewer
than 1,000 Abenaki remaining after the American Revolution.
The population has recovered to nearly 12,000 total in the United States and Canada.

Fiction
The Abenaki are featured in Jodi Picoult's Second Glance and in the film Northwest Passage, based on the novel by
Kenneth Roberts. Several Abenaki characters and much about their 18th century culture is featured in Roberts'
earlier novel (1930) Arundel. They also feature prominently in Charles McCarry's novel Bride of the Wilderness, and
they play a protagonist role in Joseph Bruchac's novel The Arrow Over the Door. A young adult novel by Beth
Kanell "The Darkness Under the Water" is about the Abenaki and the Vermont eugenics project in 1930.
The Abenaki phrase "Awasiwi Odanak" ("far from the village") is used by Jed Bartlett in The West Wing in
describing his remote home in New Hampshire.
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Non-fiction
Accounts of life with the Abenaki can be found in the narratives given by captives taken by the Abenaki from the
early American settlements: Hannah Duston (1702); Elizabeth Hanson (1728); Susannah Willard Johnson (1754);
and Jemima Howe (1792).[21]

Notable people
• Joseph Bruchac, author
• Billy Kidd - former alpine ski racer
• Alanis Obomsawin, filmmaker and documentarian
• Donald E. Pelotte, Roman Catholic Bishop of Gallup
• Alexis Wawanoloath, Quebec Member of the National Assembly
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Maps
Maps showing the approximate locations of areas occupied by members of the Wabanaki Confederacy (from north
to south):

Mi'kmaq Maliseet,
Passamaquoddy

Eastern Abenaki
(Penobscot,
Kennebec,

Arosaguntacook,
Pigwacket/Pequawket)

Western Abenaki
(Arsigantegok,

Missisquoi,
Cowasuck,

Sokoki,
Pennacook

External links
• St. Francis/Sokoki Band of Abenaki [22]

• Koasek (Cowasuck) Traditional Abenaki Nation [23]

• ELNU Tribe Of The Abenaki [24]

• Abenakis of Odanak [25]

• The Abenaki Language [26]

• Abenaki language resources at native-languages.org [27]

• Abenaki Language Sample at Language Museum [28]

• (French) Abenaki Museum, Odanak, Quebec [29]

• (French) Abenaki danse group [30]
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Penobscot people

Seal of the Penobscot Indian Nation of Maine

The Penobscot (Panawahpskek) are a sovereign
people indigenous to what is now Maritime
Canada and the northeastern United States,
particularly Maine. They were (and are)
significant participants in the historical and
present Wabanaki Confederacy, along with the
Passamaquoddy, Maliseet, and Mi'kmaq nations.

The word "Penobscot" originates from a
mispronunciation of their name
"Penawapskewi." The word means "rocky part"
or "descending ledges" and originally referred to
the portion of the Penobscot River between Old
Town and Bangor. The tribe has adopted the
name Penobscot Indian Nation.

Penobscot is also the name of the dialect of Eastern Abenaki (an Algonquian language) that the Penobscot people
speak.
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Penobscot beaded moccasins, American Museum of Natural
History

History

Pre-Contact

Little is known about the Penobscot people pre-contact.
Indians are thought to have inhabited Maine and
surrounding areas for at least 11,000 years.[1] They
subsisted off beavers, otters, moose, bears, caribou, fish,
seafood (clams, mussels, fish), birds, bird eggs, berries,
nuts, and possibly marine mammals like seals, all which
were found throughout their native lands.[2] Furthermore,
agriculture was practiced but not to the same extent as
that of indigenous peoples in southern New England.[3]

Food was only potentially scarce toward the end of the
winter, in March and February. However, for the rest of
the year, Penobscots as well as other Wabanakis probably
had little issue feeding themselves because the land
offered much, and the amount of people taking from the land was too small to deplete the land’s resources.[4]

Furthermore, they moved seasonally depending on where the most bountiful food would be.

Contact and colonization

Portrait of Sarah Molasses, daughter of John Neptune and
Molly Molasses, collection of Peabody Museum (Harvard)

Contact with Europeans was not uncommon during the
sixteenth century because the fur trade was lucrative and the
Penobscots were willing to trade pelts for European goods like
metal axes, guns, and copper or iron cookware. However, the
abundance that had existed in Penobscot territory quickly
disappeared as demand for the resources in the Penobscot
homelands rose. This trade also brought alcohol to Penobscot
communities for the first time. The presence of alcohol
brought alcoholism, which Europeans frequently tried to
exploit in dealings and trade. The Europeans also brought
foreign diseases to which the Penobscots had no defenses. The
population was also depleted during this time because of
ongoing battles between the Wabanaki Federation and the
Mohawk Indians. This catastrophic population depletion may
have also led to Christian conversion (amongst other factors)
because the European priests who had not suffered from the
pandemics explained that the Indians had died because they
did not believe in Jesus Christ.[4]

The beginning of the seventeenth century saw the first
Europeans that lived year-round in Wabanaki territory.[4] At
this time, there were probably about 10,000 Penobscots (a number which fell to below 500 in the early nineteenth
century).[5] As contact became more permanent, after about 1675, conflicts arose. There were both French and
English settlers in the Penobscots’ homelands.
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The Penobscots sided with the French during the French and Indian War in the mid-eighteenth century after the
English’s refusal to respect the Penobscots’ intended neutrality. This refusal is evidenced by the Spencer Phipps
Proclamation of 1755, which put a bounty on the scalps of all Penobscots. Also, the French posed a lesser threat to
the Penobscots’ land and way of life in that there population was significantly smaller and intermarriages were
accepted.[4]

After the Battle of Quebec in 1759, the Penobscots were without their European ally and left in a weakened position.
During the American Revolution, the Penobscots sided with the Patriots and played an important role in defending
British offensives from Canada. However, the American government did not reciprocate, and the power dynamics
that had existed before and during the war persisted.[4]

In the following centuries, the Penobscots attempted to make treaties in order to hold onto some form of land, but,
because they had no way to enforce the treaties with Massachusetts and then with Maine, Americans kept
encroaching on their lands. From about 1800 onward, the Penobscots lived on reservations, specifically Indian
Island. The Maine state government appointed an Indian Agent to oversee the tribe. The government believed that
they were helping the Penobscots, as stated in 1824 by the highest court in Maine that “…imbecility on their parts,
and the dictates of humanity on ours, have necessarily prescribed to them their subjection to our paternal control.”
This sentiment of “imbecility” set up a power dynamic in which the government treated the Penobscots as wards of
the state and decided how their affairs would be taken care of. This perceived charity from the government was
actually the Penobscots’ money from land treaties and trusts, which the state had control over and used as it saw
fit.[4]

Land Claims
In 1790, the young federal government enacted the Nonintercourse Act, which stated that the transfer of Indian lands
to non-Indians had to be approved the United States Congress. Between the years of 1794 and 1833, the Penobscots
and Passamaquoddy tribes ceded the majority of their lands to Massachusetts (then to Maine after it became a state
in 1820) through treaties that had not been approved by the Federal government. In the 1970s, the Maine Indians
sued, calling for some sort of compensation in the form of land, money, and autonomy for the violation of this Act.
The disputed land accounted for 60% of all of the land in Maine, and 35,000 people (the vast majority of whom were
not Indians) lived in the disputed territory. The settlement, reached in 1980, resulted in an 81.5 million dollar
settlement that could be used to acquire more land, some of which could be held in trust by the federal government
and the rest of which could be used to purchase land in the normal manner. The act also established the Maine Indian
Tribal-State Commission whose function was to oversee the effectiveness of the Act and to intervene in certain areas
such as fishing rights, etc. in order to settle disputes between the state and the Penobscot or Passamaquoddy.[6]

Language
The Penobscot language is an Algonquian language and is very similar to the languages of the other members of the
Wabanaki Confederacy. There are no living members of the Penobscot nation fluent in the spoken language, but
there is a dictionary, and the elementary school and the Boys and Girls Club on Indian Island are making an effort to
reintroduce the language by teaching it to the children.[7]

The alphabet used in the Penobscot language shares some characters with the Roman alphabet, but also has distinct
characters used for making sounds that do not exist in the Roman alphabet.[8]
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Crafts

Baskets
The Penobscots traditionally made baskets out of sweet grass, brown ash, and birch bark. These materials grow in
wetlands throughout Maine. However, the species are threatened due to habitat destruction and the emerald ash
borer, an insect that threatens to destroy all ash trees in Maine, much as it already has devastated ash forests in the
Midwest. Originally, the baskets were made for practical use, but after European contact, the Penobscots began
making “fancy baskets”, which they could trade with the Europeans. Basket making is a skill that is passed down in
families traditionally and has recently made a significant comeback in the tribes.[9]

Birchbark canoes
The birch bark canoe was at one time an important mode of transportation for all tribes in the Wabanaki Conference.
The shape of the canoe varies slightly between the tribes. The canoe is made one piece of bark from a white birch
tree, which, if done correctly, can be removed without killing the tree.[10]

Religion
Penobscot tradition describes Gluskabe as the creator of man and women. Legends which explained phenomena such
as the wind and the growing of corn were passed down orally from generation to generation. With the arrival of the
French colonists, many Penobscot people converted to Christianity. Now there are a wide range of religions
practiced on Indian island.[4]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=White_birch
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Gaming
In 1973 Penobscot High Stakes Bingo opened on Indian Island. This was the first commercial gambling operation on
a reservation in the United States. Bingo is open one weekend every six weeks. The Penobscot tribe has pushed for
legislation allowing them to add slot machines to their bingo hall, but have not been granted it thus far.[11]

History

Historical territories of Eastern Abenaki tribes

Notable Penobscots

• Old John Neptune, shaman mentioned by Henry
David Thoreau

• Andrew Sockalexis, a marathon runner who
competed in the 1912 Stockholm Olympics,
inducted into the Maine Running Hall of Fame in
1989. [12]

• Louis Sockalexis, the first native American in
major league baseball.

• Donna Loring, Vietnam veteran, tribal
representative, and author

• Joseph Nicolar, Penobscot Tribal Representative
to Maine State Legislature and author of 1893
book "The Life and Traditions of the Red Man."

• Charles Norman Shay, Decorated war hero of
Omaha Beach, Normandy, in WWII, recipient of
the French Legion of Honor medal

• Molly Spotted Elk (Mary Alice "Molly Dellis"
Nelson Archambaud), 1903–1977,
internationally known dancer who starred in the
classic film, "The Silent Enemy" (1930), written
and produced by Douglas Burden.[13]

• Tena Zapantis, owner of the Strand Theatre in
Clinton MA.
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See also
• Abenaki
• Maine Penny

Maps
Maps showing the approximate locations of areas occupied by members of the Wabanaki Confederacy (from north
to south):

Mi'kmaq Maliseet,
Passamaquoddy

Eastern Abenaki
(Penobscot,
Kennebec,

Arosaguntacook,
Pigwacket/Pequawket)

Western Abenaki
(Arsigantegok,

Missisquoi,
Cowasuck,

Sokoki,
Pennacook

External links
• Official Website of the Penawapskewi [14]

• "The Ancient Penobscot, or Panawanskek." Historical Magazine, February, 1872. [15]

•   "Penobscot Indians". Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert Appleton Company. 1913.
• [16] Indian island school
• [17] Penobscot bingo
• [18] Entirely by hand . . . from the ground up, Tom Hennessey, Saturday, September 22, 2007, Bangor Daily

News
• [19] information on native languages, and summaries of other aspects of native cultures
• [20] national park online book on wabanaki history
• [21] Bangor Daily News, Judy Harrison “Indian Reservation Priests Follow a 300 year old tradition”
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Pequot

 Pequots

 Total population 

1620: 6,000 (est.)
1637: 3,000 (est.)

1910: 66
2000: 1,000–2,000 (est.)

 Regions with significant populations 

Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation, Lantern Hill, North Stonington Connecticut: 1,130
Mashantuckett or Western Pequot, Ledyard, Connecticut: 350

 Languages 

Historically, Pequot, a dialect of Mohegan-Pequot (an Algonquian language), now English

 Religion 

   Eastern Woodlands Natives
Pequot

"Sibling" groups:
Mohegan/Mohigan

See Main articles:

• Mashantucket Pequot
• Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation.

The Pequot is a tribe of Native Americans who, in the 17th century, inhabited much of what is now Connecticut.
They were of the Algonquian language family. The Pequot War and Mystic massacre eliminated the Pequot as a
viable socio-political entity in southern New England.
Today, two small independent Pequot tribal nations inhabit areas of Connecticut-- the Mashantucket Pequot and the
Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation (a.k.a. Paucatuck Pequot).

History

Etymology of "Pequot"
Pequot is an Algonquian word, the meaning of which is in dispute among language specialists. Considerable
scholarship pertaining to the Pequot claims that the name came from Paquatauoq, meaning, "the destroyers," or "the
men of the swamp". This relies on speculations of an early twentieth century authority on Algonquian languages.
However, Frank Speck, a leading early 20th specialist of Pequot-Mohegan, had doubts. He believed that another
term meaning "the shallowness of a body of water" seemed much more plausible, given their territory along the coast
of Long Island Sound.[1]
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The Question of Origins
The Pequot and the Mohegan were at one time a single socio-political entity. Anthropologists and historians believe
that sometime before contact with the English in the 17th century, the Pequot had split into the two warring
groups.[2]

Historians have debated whether the Pequot migrated about 1500 from the upper Hudson River Valley toward what
is now central and eastern Connecticut. The theory of Pequot migration to the Connecticut River Valley can be
traced to Rev. William Hubbard who, in 1677, claimed that the Pequot, rather than originating in the region, had
invaded it sometime before the establishment of Plymouth Colony. In the aftermath of King Philip's War, Hubbard
sought in his Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New-England, to explain the ferocity with which New
England's Native peoples responded to the English. Hubbard described the Pequot as "foreigners" to the region,
though not invaders from another shore, but "from the interior of the continent" who "by force seized upon one of the
goodliest places near the sea, and became a Terror to all their Neighbors."[3]

Much of the archaeological, linguistic, and documentary evidence now available clearly demonstrates that the
Pequot were not invaders to the Connecticut River Valley but were indigenous for thousands of years.[4] By the time
of the founding of Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay colonies, the Pequot had already attained a position of political,
military, and economic dominance in what is now central and eastern Connecticut. Occupying the coastal area
between the Niantic tribe of the Niantic River of present-day Connecticut and the Wecapaug River, and the
Narragansett in what is now western Rhode Island, the Pequot numbered some 16,000 persons in the most densely
inhabited portion of southern New England.[5]

The smallpox epidemic of 1616-19, which killed roughly 90% of the Native inhabitants of the eastern coast of
present-day New England, failed to reach the Pequot, Niantic and Narragansett. In 1633, the Dutch established a
trading post at present day Hartford, called the House of Good Hope. Because of a perceived violation of an
agreement, the Dutch seized the principal Pequot sachem Tatobem. After the Pequot paid the Dutch a large ransom,
they returned Tatobem's murdered body. His successor was Sassacus.
In 1633, an epidemic devastated all of the region's Native population. Historians estimate that the Pequot suffered the
loss of 80% of their population. At the outbreak of the Pequot War, Pequot survivors may have numbered only about
3,000.[6]

The Pequot War
Main article: Pequot War
In 1637, long-standing tensions between the Puritan English of Connecticut and Massachusetts Bay colonies and the
Pequot escalated into open warfare. The Mohegan and the Narragansett sided with the English. Perhaps 1,500 Pequot
were killed in battles or hunted down. Others were captured and distributed as slaves or household servants. A few
escaped to be absorbed by the Mohawk or the Niantic on Long Island. Eventually, some would try to return to their
traditional lands, while family groups of "friendly" Pequots stayed. Of those enslaved, most were awarded to the
allied tribes, but many were also sold to plantations in the West Indies.[7] The Mohegan in particular treated their
Pequot hostages so severely that colonial officials of Connecticut Colony eventually removed them. Two
reservations were established by 1683. While both of their land bases were exceedingly reduced by what would
eventually became the state of Connecticut, they continue to exist to the present.
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Modern History
By the 1910 census, the Pequot population was enumerated at a low of 66.[8] In terms of population, the Pequot
reached their nadir several decades later.
Pequot numbers grew appreciably—the Mashantucket Pequot especially—during the 1970s and 1980s when tribal
chairman Richard A. Hayward persuaded Pequot to return to their tribal homeland. He worked for Federal
recognition and sound economic development.[9]

In 1976, with the assistance of the Native American Rights Fund (NARF) and the Indian Rights Association, the
Pequot filed suit against neighboring landowners to recover land which had been illegally sold by the State of
Connecticut in 1856. After seven years, the Pequot and landowners reached a settlement. The former landowners
agreed that the 1856 sale was illegal and joined the Pequot in seeking the Connecticut state government's support for
resolution.
The Connecticut Legislature responded by unanimously passing legislation to petition the federal government to
grant tribal recognition to the Mashantucket Pequot. The "Mashantucket Pequot Indian Land Claims Settlement Act"
was enacted by the U.S. Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan on Oct. 18, 1983.[10] This settlement
granted the Mashantucket Pequot federal recognition, enabling them to repurchase the land covered in the Settlement
Act and place it in trust with the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) for reservation use.[11]

The Mashantucket Pequot Nation land base totals 1250 acres (5.1 km2). As the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation
reached settlement on land claims, it also engaged in several entrepreneurial enterprises to become economically
viable. These included selling fire wood, harvesting maple syrup, and growing garden vegetables. The Mashantucket
Pequot also raised swine, and opened a hydroponic greenhouse. They also purchased and operated a restaurant, and
established a sand and gravel business.
In 1986, they opened a bingo operation, followed in 1992 by the establishment of the first phase of Foxwoods Resort
Casino. Revenues from the casino have enabled development and construction of a cultural museum. The ceremonial
groundbreaking for the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Research Center took place on October 20, 1993. This
date marked the 10th anniversary of federal recognition of the Mashantucket Pequot Nation.
The new facility, opened on August 11, 1998, is located on the Mashantucket Pequot Reservation, where many
members of the nation continue to live. It is one of the oldest, continuously occupied Indian reservations in North
America.

Geography
The 1130-member Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation has a reservation called "Lantern Hill." The Eastern Pequot Tribal
Nation is recognized by the state of Connecticut.
The 800+ Mashantucket Pequot or Western Pequot gained federal recognition in 1983 and have a reservation in
Ledyard.
Nearly all individuals who are identified as Pequot live in the two above-named communities. There are no
individuals of full-blooded Pequot descent left.
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Language
Historically, the Pequot spoke a dialect of the Mohegan-Montauk-Narragansett language, an Eastern Algonquian
language. After the Treaty of Hartford concluded the Pequot War, the colonists made speaking the language a capital
offense, and it became largely extinct. The Pequot from both the Eastern Pequot Tribal Nation and Mashantucket
Pequot speak English as their primary language.
The Mashantucket Pequot are undertaking aggressive efforts to revive the language through careful analysis of
historical documents containing Pequot words and comparison with extant closely related languages. So far they
have reclaimed over 1,000 words, though that is a small fraction of what would be necessary for a functional
language. The Mashantucket Pequot have begun offering language classes [12] with the help of the Mashpee
Wampanoag. The latter recently initiated the Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project [13]. The southern New
England Native communities who are participants in the Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project are Mashpee
Wampanoag, Aquinnah Wampanoag, Herring Pond Wampanoag, and most recently, Mashantucket Pequot.

Notes
• The Pequod, the fictional 19th century Nantucket whaling ship featured in Herman Melville's novel Moby-Dick

(1851), is ostensibly named after the Pequot tribe.
• The town of Pequot Lakes, Minnesota is believed to have been named after the tribe.
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External links
• Foxwoods Resort Casino (Owned & Operated by the Mashantucket Pequots) [14]

• Mashantucket Pequot History [15]

• Lee Sultzman's Pequot Info Webpage [16]

• Pequot Museum [17]
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Wampanoag

 Wampanoag

 Total population 

 2000+ 

 Regions with significant populations 

Bristol County, Massachusetts, Dukes County, Massachusetts, Barnstable County, Massachusetts, and Nantucket, Massachusetts

 Languages 

English (formerly spoke an Algonquian language)

 Religion 

Christianity

 Related ethnic groups 

other Algonquian peoples

Wampanoag tribe

The Wampanoag (pronounced
/ˌwɑːmpəˈnoʊ.æɡ/;[1] Wôpanâak in
the Wampanoag language; alternate
spellings Wompanoag or Wampanig)
are a Native American nation which
currently consists of five tribes.

In 1600 the Wampanoag lived in
southeastern Massachusetts and Rhode
Island, as well as within a territory that
encompassed current day Martha's
Vineyard, Nantucket and the Elizabeth
Islands. Their population numbered
about 12,000.

Historical Wampanoag leaders
included:
• Massasoit, who met the English;
• Massasoit's oldest son Wamsutta (known by the English as King Alexander) who died under mysterious

circumstances after visiting with English colonial administrators in Plymouth;
• His second son Metacom or Metacomet (King Philip), who initiated the war against the English known as King

Philip's War in retaliation for the death of his brother at the hands of the English;
• Sachem Weetamoo of the Pocasset, a woman who supported Metacom and drowned crossing the Taunton River

while fleeing the English;
• Sachem Awashonks of the Sakonnet, a woman who at first fought the English but then changed sides; and
• Annawan, a war leader.
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Name

Block's map of his 1614 voyage, with the first appearance of the term
"New Netherland"

In 1616, John Smith erroneously referred to the entire
Wampanoag confederacy as the Pakanoket.
Pakanoket continued to be used in the earliest
colonial records and reports. The Pakanoket tribal
seat was located near present-day Bristol, Rhode
Island. Wampanoag means ‘’People of the First
Light.’’ The word Wapanoos was first seen on
Adriaen Block's 1614 map and was the earliest
European representation of Wampanoag territory.
Other synonyms include ‘’Wapenock, Massasoit’’ and
‘’Philip's Indians’’.

Groups of the Wampanoag

group Area inhabited 

Gay Head or Aquinnah western point of Martha's Vineyard

Chappaquiddick Chappaquiddick Island

Nantucket Nantucket Island

Nauset Cape Cod

Mashpee Cape Cod

Patuxet eastern Massachusetts, on Plymouth Bay

Pokanoket eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island near present-day Bristol, RI

Pocasset present day north Fall River,Massachusetts

Herring Pond Plymouth & Cape Cod

Assonet Freetown

and approximately 50 more
groups
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Culture
See also: Massachusett.
The Wampanoag were semi-sedentary, with seasonal movements between fixed sites in present-day southern New
England. The "three sisters," corn (maize), beans and squash were the staples of their diet, supplemented by fish and
game. More specifically, each community had authority over a well-defined territory from which the people derived
their livelihood through a seasonal round of fishing, planting, harvesting and hunting. Because southern New
England was thickly populated, hunting grounds had strictly defined boundaries. Land was hereditary and descent
was reckoned matrilineally, wherein both hereditary status and claims to land were passed down through women.
Mothers with claims to specific plots of land used for farming or hunting passed those claims to their female
descendants, irrespective of their marital status.[2]

The work of making a living was organized on a family level. Families gathered together in the spring to fish, in
early winter to hunt and in the summer they separated to cultivate individual planting fields. Boys were schooled in
the way of the woods, where a man's skill at hunting and ability to survive under all conditions were vital to his
family's well being. Women were trained from their earliest years to work diligently in the fields and around the
family wetu, a round or oval house that was designed to be easily dismantled and moved in just a few hours.
The production of food among the Wampanoag was similar to that of many Native American societies. Food habits
were divided along gendered lines. Men and women had specific tasks and Native women played an active role in
many of the stages of food production. Since the Wampanoag relied primarily on goods garnered from this kind of
work, women had important socio-political, economic, and spiritual roles in their communities.[3] Wampanoag men
were mainly responsible for hunting and fishing, while women took care of farming and the gathering of wild fruits,
nuts, berries, shellfish, etc.[4] Women were responsible for up to seventy-five percent of all food production in
Wampanoag societies.[5]

The Wampanoag were organized into a confederation, where a head sachem, or political leader, presided over a
number of other sachems. The English often referred to the sachem as “king,” a title that misled more than it clarified
since the position of a sachem differed in many ways from that of a king. Sachems were bound to consult not only
their own councilors within their tribe but also any of the “petty sachems,” or people of influence, in the region.[6]

They were also responsible for arranging trade privileges as well as protecting their allies in exchange for material
tribute.[7] Both women and men could hold the position of sachem, and women were sometimes chosen over close
male relatives.[8] Two Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket Wampanoag female sachems, Wunnatuckquannumou and
Askamaboo, presided despite the competition of male contenders, including near relatives, for their power. These
women gained power because their matrilineal clans held sway over large plots of land and they themselves had
accrued enough status and power—not because they were the widows of former sachems.
Pre-marital sexual experimentation was accepted, although once couples opted to marry, the Wampanoag expected
fidelity within unions. Roger Williams (1603–1683), stated that “single fornication they count no sin, but after
Marriage, (which they solemnize by consent of Parents and publique approbation...) then they count it heinous for
either of them to be false.”[9] In addition, polygamy was practiced among the Wampanoag, although monogamy was
the norm. Even within Wampanoag society where status was constituted within a matrilineal, matrifocal society,
some elite men could take several wives for political or social reasons. Multiple wives were also a path to and
symbol of wealth because women were the producers and distributors of corn and other food products. However, as
within most Native American societies, marriage and conjugal unions were not as important as ties of clan and
kinship. Marriages could be and were dissolved relatively easily, but family and clan relations were of extreme and
lasting importance, constituting the ties that bound individuals to one another and their tribal territories as a
whole.[10]
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Language

The Wampanoag originally spoke a dialect of the
Massachusett-Wampanoag language, which belongs to the
Algonquian languages family. Currently English speaking, the
Wampanoag are spearheading a language revival under the
direction of the "Wampanoag Language Reclamation Project."

The rapid decline of the Wampanoag language began after the
American Revolution. At this time, New England Native
American communities suffered from huge gender imbalances due
to premature male deaths, especially due to military and maritime
activity. Consequently, many Wampanoag women were forced to
marry outside their linguistic groups, making it extremely difficult
to maintain the various Wampanoag dialects.[11]

In 1997, Jessie Little Doe Baird (Mashpee Wampanoag), instituted
the "Wampanoag Language Reclamation Project", along with
Helen Manning, (Aquinnah Wampanoag). Baird's stated purpose
was the revival of the Wampanoag language; that Wampanoag
tribal members should once again become fluent in Wampanoag
and speak Wampanoag within their tribal territories.
Seventeenth-century printed texts provide a basis, including the translation of the 1663 Eliot Bible (a Bible translated
into Massachuseuk by converts under the direction of missionary John Eliot), as well as examples from related
neighboring Algonquian languages. Today Baird teaches classes in Mashpee and Aquinnah. Only Wampanoag is
spoken during the lessons, and only Wampanoag people are permitted to attend classes. Baird is also compiling a
Wampanoag dictionary which currently contains roughly 8,600 words, and through the initiative of the
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe, has begun to implement a language reclamation project there.
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History

European incursions
In 1524, King Francis I of France commissioned Giovanni Da Verrazzano to lead an expedition to the "New World".
Verrazzano likely reached present-day North Carolina one point south of present-day Cape Fear. He first traveled
south but turned nortlations h for fear of encountering the Spanish who had established outposts in present-day
Florida. When Verrazzano reached Newport Harbor, he attempted to contact the Wampanoag Indians to initiate trade
re

Squanto (or Tisquantum)

Squanto helped the Plymouth colonists learn to
cultivate corn.

One of the earlier contacts between the Wampanoag and Europeans
dates from the 16th century, when merchant vessels and fishing boats
traveled along the coast of present-day New England. Captains of
merchant vessels captured Native Americans and sold them as slaves
in order to increase their earnings. For example, Captain Thomas Hunt
captured several Wampanoag after enticing them aboard his vessel in
1614. He later sold them in Spain as slaves. One of his victims, a
Patuxet named Squanto (or Tisquantum), was bought by Spanish
monks who attempted to convert him. Eventually he was set free.
Despite his prior experiences, he boarded an English ship again to
accompany an expedition to Newfoundland as a translator. From
Newfoundland, he made his way back to his homeland in 1619, only to
discover that the entire Patuxet tribe – and with them, his family – had
fallen victim to an epidemic.[12] Squanto is thought to have died of the
same disease, possibly leptospirosis, according to a new analysis of the
epidemic of 1616 to 1619. Because of native losses, the epidemic may
have been pivotal to the success of the colonization of New England.
The remaining native population had little capacity to resist the
settlers.[13]

In 1620, religious separatists and others from England called "Pilgrims" arrived in present-day Plymouth. Squanto
and other Wampanoag taught the starving Pilgrims how to cultivate corn, farm squash and beans, catch fish, and
collect seafood.[14]

Massasoit
Squanto lived with the colonists and acted as a middleman between the Pilgrims and Massasoit, the Wampanoag
sachem. For the Wampanoag, the ten years before the arrival of the Pilgrims was the worst time in their history.
They were attacked from the north by Micmac warriors who took over the coast after their victory over the
Penobscot in the Tarrantine War (1607–1615). At the same time, the Pequot came from the west, and occupied
portions of eastern Connecticut.
Additionally, between 1616 and 1618, the Wampanoag suffered from an epidemic or series of epidemics, most 
probably a strain of plague. The groups most devastated by the illness were those who had traded heavily with the 
French or were allied with those who did, leading to speculation that the disease was a “virgin soil” epidemic to 
which Europeans had some immunity but were able to act as carriers. Alfred Cosby, a medical historian, has 
suggested that among the Massachusett and mainland Pokanoket, the decline in population was as high as ninety 
percent.[15] The disease caused a complete restructuring of Wampanoag political systems, with many sachems
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gathering together previously strong villages to form new alliances. For example, the Pokanoket sachem Massasoit
and ten followers representing the remainder of the band were forced to submit to the Narragansett – their inland
rivals – and agreed to give up valuable territory at the head of Narragansett Bay. The Narragansett, an isolated island
group, had little contact with early European traders and were thus not nearly as devastated by the epidemic as were
the Wampanoag. As a result, their power in the region increased greatly in the mid-seventeenth century. They began
to demand that the weakened Wampanoag pay them tribute, and Massasoit began to hope that the English would
help his people fight the oppression by the Narragansett.
In March 1621 Massasoit visited Plymouth, accompanied by Squanto. He signed an alliance which gave the English
permission to take about 12000 acres (49 km2) of land for Plymouth Plantation. However, it is very doubtful that
Massasoit understood the differences between land ownership in the European sense, compared with the native
people's manner of using the land. At the time, this was not particularly significant, because so many of Massasoit's
people had died that their traditional lands were significantly depopulated. Furthermore, it was impossible for the
Wampanoag to suspect that the few English – people who had barely lived through the winter – could ever be a
danger to them.
The veracity and significance of the first Thanksgiving is debated in the United States. Many Native Americans in
particular argue against the romanticized idea of the Wampanoag celebrating together with the colonists. Moreover,
colonial documents make no mention of any such event. The first "thanksgiving" that appears in the documentary
record occurred two decades later and shortly after the Pequot War in 1637. In 1970, several Native American
activist organizations declared Thanksgiving the "National Day of Mourning."
The Narragansett were suspicious of the alliance between the Wampanoag and the English and feared that the two
would unite to attack them. Before they could wage war on the English, however, the Narragansett were attacked by
the Pequot. The good relationship between the Wampanoag and the Pilgrims lasted, and when Massasoit became
gravely ill in the winter of 1623, he was nursed back to health by the English. In the meantime, Plymouth Colony
continued to grow, and a number of English Puritans settled on Massachusetts Bay. In 1632 the Narragansett ended
their wars with the Pequot and the Mohawk and turned against the Wampanoag again. They attacked Massasoit's
village, Sowam, but with help from the English, the Wampanoag drove the Narragansett back.[12]

Expansion of the Colonists

Seal of Plymouth Colony

After 1630, the members of Plymouth Colony found themselves
becoming a minority, due to the growing number of Puritans arriving
and settling near present-day Boston. Barely tolerant of other
Christians denominations and viewing the native peoples largely as
savages and heathens, the Puritans were also soldiers and traders who
had little interest in friendship or cooperation with the Indians. Under
this new leadership, the English expanded westward into the
Connecticut River Valley. In 1637 they destroyed the powerful Pequot
Confederation. In 1643 the Mohegan defeated the Narragansett in a
war; with support from the English, they became the dominant tribe in
southern New England.[12]

Between 1640 and 1675, new waves of settlers arrived and continued
to force the native peoples westward. While the Pilgrims had normally
paid for land, or had at least asked for permission, most Puritans simply took land for themselves. In 1665 the
Indians of southern New England were simply in the way of the English, who had no desire to learn to survive in the
wilderness. Catching fish and the trading of commodities had replaced the colonists’ trading of furs and wampum
from previous years. The population of the native peoples continued to decline, due to recurring epidemics in 1633,
1635, 1654, 1661 and 1667.[12]
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Conversion to Christianity
After 1640, John Eliot and other Puritan missionaries proposed a "humane" solution to the Indian “problem:”
converting native peoples to Christianity. The converted Indians were resettled in fourteen "praying towns." The
system of organization into sedentary townships was especially important because it demanded the renunciation of
native practices such as migratory hunting patterns and their adoption of a more traditionally English way of life. By
settling them into established towns, Eliot and his colleagues hoped that under the tutelage of Christian ministers,
Native Americans would adopt English – and therefore “civilized” – practices like monogamous marriage,
agriculture, patriarchal households, and jurisprudence.[16]

The motivations of New England Native American societies, to convert to Christianity were numerous and varied.
The high levels of epidemics among the Native Americans after the arrival of the Europeans certainly contributed. In
addition to bringing about a dramatic restructuring of political hierarchies, the massive death toll caused a certain
level of disillusionment in Native American societies. It has been suggested that the survivors experienced a type of
spiritual crisis because their medical and religious leaders could not prevent the epidemic.[17] Conversely, the
English settlers were often unaffected by the sickness, which contributed to a belief that the English god was more
powerful than their own.

"Old Indian Meeting House," built in 1684 in
Mashpee, is the oldest surviving Native American

church building in the United States

In addition, by the latter half of the seventeenth century, alcoholism
had become rampant among males in some southern New England
ethnic groups and inspired many to turn for help to Christianity and
Christian discipline systems. Thus Christianity became a refuge of
women from male drunkenness. With its insistence upon temperance
and systems of earthly and heavenly retribution for drunkenness,
Christianity held great appeal to natives attempting to fight alcoholism,
especially to those women whose close male relatives were affected.

The level of conversion to not only Christianity but also English
cultural and societal norms – conversions demanded of the Native
Americans – depended on the town and region. In most of Eliot's mainland “praying towns,” converts were expected
to follow English laws, manners, and gender roles in addition to adopting the material trappings of English life.
Rather than a system in which those who did not conform were punished, however, Eliot and other ministers relied
on praise and rewards for those who did.[18]

The Christian Indian settlements of Martha's Vineyard were noted for a great deal of sharing and mixing between
Wampanoag and English ways of life. Wampanoag converts often carried over cultural attributes such as dress,
hairstyle, and governance. These Martha's Vineyard converts were not required to attend church and often
maintained traditional cultural practices such as mourning rituals.[19] The Martha's Vineyard Christian Indian
settlements were much more a mixture of Wampanoag and English Puritan cultures than only English Puritan values.
Other than religious conversion, Eliot's “praying Indians” did not experience a high degree of cultural assimilation,
especially in the area of law and justice systems. In pre-colonial societies, the sachem and his or her council were
responsible for administering justice among their people. However, converts increasingly turned to religious
authorities for help in resolving their legal quarrels as the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries progressed. Christian
ministers and missionaries supplanted traditional leaders as the legal authorities among Christian Indians.
The conversion of Native Americans to Christianity had an especially great effect on female converts. As previously 
discussed, many Wampanoag women were attracted to Christianity because it offered a chance to free themselves 
and especially their male relatives from alcohol abuse. Christianity altered the gender power structure as well. 
English ministers such as John Eliot attempted to introduce a patriarchal society to their Wampanoag converts, both 
inside and outside the home. In many cases, however, these attempts failed because Wampanoag women – 
especially Wampanoag wives – were, in the majority of cases on the Vineyard, the spiritual leaders of their
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households.[20] Additionally, they were also more likely to convert than Indian males. Experience Mayhew, a Puritan
minister, observed that there were “a greater number of their women appearing pious than of the men among them.”
However, this tendency towards female conversion created a problem for missionaries intent on establishing
traditional patriarchal family and societal structures among the Native Americans: in order to convert the men, these
Puritans often had to place power in the hands of the women. In general, English ministers agreed that it was
preferable for women to subvert the patriarchal model and assume a dominant spiritual role than it was for their
husbands to remain unconverted. Experience Mayhew asked “[How] can those Wives answer it unto God who do not
Use their utmost Endeavors to Perswade and oblige their husbands to maintain Prayer in their families [?]”[21] Thus,
the lives of some Wampanoag women changed greatly after their conversion to Christianity because the gender roles
prescribed by pre-colonial society were often altered or replaced by English customs, while others remained
practitioners of traditional Christianity.

Metacomet (King Philip)

Philip, King of Mount Hope, 1772, by Paul
Revere. Revere designed this pygmy-like image

to make King Philip look repulsive.[22]

Even Massasoit took on English customs. Before his death in 1661, he
asked the legislators in Plymouth to give both of his sons English
names. Wamsutta, the older son, was given the name Alexander, and
his younger brother, Metacomet, was named Philip. After his father's
death, Alexander became the sachem of the Wampanoag. The English
were not happy about this, because they felt he was too self-confident,
and so they invited him to Plymouth to talk. On the way home
Wamsutta became seriously ill and died. The Wampanoag were told he
died of fever, but many Indians thought he had been poisoned. The
following year Metacomet became sachem of the Wampanoag. He was
later named "King Philip" by the English.[23]

To all appearances, Philip was not a radical sachem, but under his rule
the relationship between the Wampanoag and the colonists changed
dramatically. Philip understood that the English would eventually take
over everything, not only native land, but also their culture, their way
of life and their religion. Philip decided to impede the further
expansion of English settlements. For the Wampanoag alone, this was
impossible, because at that time their tribe numbered less than 1,000.
Philip began to visit other tribes, to talk them into his plan. This too
was a nearly hopeless undertaking, because at that time the number of
colonists in southern New England was more than double that of the Indians – 35,000 colonists in the face of 15,000
natives. In 1671 Philip was called to Taunton, where he listened to the accusations of the English and signed an
agreement that required the Wampanoag to give up their firearms. To be on the safe side however, he did not take
part in the subsequent dinner, and the weapons were not delivered later either.[23]

The seizures of land by the English continued, and little by little, Philip gained the Nipmuck, Pocomtuc and 
Narragansett as allies. The beginning of the uprising was first scheduled for the spring of 1676. In March 1675 the 
body of John Sassamon was found.[24] Sassamon was a Christian Indian raised in one of John Eliot's “praying 
towns,” Natick, and educated at Harvard College. Sassamon had served as a scribe, interpreter and counselor to 
Metacom and the Wampanoags. However, a week before his death, Sassamon reported to Plymouth governor Josiah 
Winslow that Metacom was planning a war against the English. It is unclear whether Sassamon was telling the truth 
or lying in an attempt to win back English trust and respect. When Sassamon was found dead under the ice of 
Assawompsett Pond a week later, three Wampanoag warriors were accused of his murder by a Christian Indian and 
then taken captive. After a trial by a jury of twelve Englishmen and six Christian Indians, the Wampanoag men were
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hanged in June 1675. This execution, combined with the rumors that the English wanted to capture Philip, was
enough to start a war. When Philip called together a council of war on Mount Hope, most Wampanoags wanted to
follow him, with the exception of the Nauset on Cape Cod and the small groups on the offshore islands. Further
allies were the Nipmucks, Pocomtucs and some Pennacooks and Eastern Abenakis from farther north. The
Narragansett remained neutral at the beginning of the war.[25]

King Philip's War
On July 20, 1675 some young Wampanoags trekked to Swansea, killed some cattle, and scared the white settlers.
The next day King Philip's War broke out, and the Wampanoag attacked a number of white settlements, burning
them to the ground. The unexpected attacks caused great panic among the English. The united tribes in southern
New England were successful as well: of 90 English settlements, 52 were attacked and partially burned down.[23]

At the outbreak of the war, many pro-English Native Americans had offered to fight against King Philip and his
allies, serving as warriors, scouts, advisers and spies. However, mistrust and hostility eventually caused the English
to discontinue Native American assistance, even though they were invaluable in the war. English sentiment was
particularly ugly toward Christian Indians because they considered it the worst treachery that co-religionists and
people who had supposedly been “civilized” by God's word would fight against them. It was popularly believed that
all Christian Indians were spies for King Philip and his allies, even though many were either pro-English or neutral
in the war. Thus, many Christian Indians were collectively moved by the Massachusetts government to Deer Island
in Boston Harbor. This was done in part to protect the “praying Indians” from English vigilantes, but also as a
precautionary measure to prevent rebellion and sedition.[26] English prejudice against Christian Indians can be
clearly seen in Mary Rowlandson's The Sovereignty and Goodness of God, an account of her months of captivity by
the Wampanoag during King Philip's War. Rowlandson rails against “praying Indians” and their cruelties towards
fellow Christians, singling Christian converts out for especially vitriolic tirades.[27]

From Massachusetts outwards, the war spread to more parts of New England. Some tribes from Maine – the
Kennebecs, Pigwackets (Pequawkets) and Arosaguntacooks – joined in the war against the English. Even the former
enemies of the Wampanoags, the Narragansetts of Rhode Island, relinquished their neutrality after the colonists
attacked a fortified village. In that battle, which became known as the “Great Swamp Massacre,” the Narragansett
lost more than 600 people and 20 sachems. However, their leader, Canonchet, was able to flee and led a large group
of Narragansett warriors west to join King Philip's warriors.[23]

In the spring of 1676, following a winter of hunger and deprivation, the tide turned against Philip. The English
troops set out on a relentless chase after him, and his best ally – Sachem Canonchet of the Narragansett – was taken
captive and executed by a firing squad. His corpse was quartered, and his head was sent to Hartford, Connecticut,
and put on public display.[23]

During the summer months, Philip escaped from his pursuers and went to a hideout on Mount Hope. In August the
hideout was discovered by Indian scouts working for the English and 173 Wampanoags were killed or taken
prisoner. Philip only barely escaped capture, but among the prisoners were his wife and their nine-year-old son.
Taken onto a ship at Plymouth, they were sold as slaves in the West Indies. On August 12, 1676, English troops
surrounded Philip's camp, and shortly thereafter he was shot and killed. His head was cut off and for 20 years was
displayed on a pike in Plymouth.[23]

Consequences of the War
With the death of Philip and most of their leaders, the Wampanoags were nearly exterminated; only about 400 of 
them survived the war. The Narragansetts and Nipmucks suffered similar losses, and many small tribes in southern 
New England were, for all intents and purposes, gone. In addition, many Wampanoags were sold into slavery. Male 
captives were generally sold to slave traders and transported to the West Indies, Bermuda, Virginia, or the Iberian 
Peninsula. The families of these captives, including women and children, were usually used as slaves in the New
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England colonies. Of those Indians who were not sold into slavery, many were forced to move into Natick, Wamesit,
Punkapoag, and Hassanamesit, four of the John Eliot's original fourteen praying towns and the only ones reopened
after the war.[28] Overall, approximately five thousand Native Americans (forty percent of their population) and two
and a half thousand English men and women (five percent) were killed in King Philip's War.[29]

18th to 20th century

Mashpee

With the exception of the coastal islands' Wampanoag groups, who had stayed neutral through the war, the
Wampanoag of the mainland were resettled with the Saconnet, or brought, together with the Nauset, into the praying
towns in Barnstable County. The biggest reservationIn Massachusetts Mashpee was on Cape Cod. In 1660 the
Indians were allotted about 50 square miles (130 km2) there, and beginning in 1665 they governed themselves with a
court of law and trials. The area was integrated into the district of Mashpee in 1763, but in 1788, the state revoked
their ability to self-govern, considering it a failure. It then appointed a supervisory committee consisting of five
white members. In 1834, a certain degree of self-government was returned to the Indians, and although the Indians
were far from completely autonomous, one could say that this time the experiment was successful. Their land was
divided up in 1842, with 2000 acres (8.1 km2) of their 13000 acres (53 km2) distributed in 60-acre parcels to each
family. Many laws attest to constant problems of encroachments by whites who stole wood from the reservation. A
large region, once rich in wood, fish and game, it was therefore considered highly desirable by the whites. Some
Mashpee Indians had trouble ignoring the constantly growing community of non-whites, and so they had more
conflicts with their white neighbors than did other Indian settlements in the state.

Wampanoag on Martha's Vineyard

On Martha's Vineyard in the 18th and 19th centuries, there were three reservations – Chappaquiddick, Christiantown
and Gay Head. The Chappaquiddick Reservation was part of a small island of the same name and was located on the
eastern point of that island. As the result of the sale of land in 1789, the Indians lost valuable areas, and the
remaining land was distributed among the Indians residents in 1810. In 1823 the laws were changed, in order to
hinder those trying to get rid of the Indians and to implement a visible beginning of a civic organization. Around
1849, they owned 692 acres (2.80 km2) of infertile land, and many of the residents moved to nearby Edgartown, so
that they could practice a trade and obtain some civil rights.[30]

Christiantown was originally a "praying town" on the northwest side of Martha's Vineyard, northwest of Tisbury. In
1849 the reservation still consisted of 390 acres (1.6 km2), of which all but 10 were distributed among the residents.
The land, kept under community ownership, yielded very few crops and the tribe members left it to get paying jobs
in the cities. It is known, through oral tradition, that Christiantown was wiped out in 1888 by a smallpox
epidemic.[30]
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Amos Haskins, a Wampanoag
whaling captain of the Aquinnah

Band.

The third reservation on Martha's Vineyard was constructed in 1711 by the New
England Company (founded in 1649) to Christianize the Indians. They bought
land for the Gay Head Indians who had lived there since before 1642.
Unfortunately there was a fierce dispute over how the land should be cultivated
because the better sections of the land had been leased to the whites at low
interest. The original goal of creating an undisturbed center for missionary work
was quickly forgotten. The state finally created a reservation on a peninsula on
the western point of Martha's Vineyard and named it Gay Head. This region was
connected to the main island by an isthmus and created the isolation that the
Indians wanted to have. In 1849 they had 2400 acres (9.7 km2) there, of which
500 were distributed among the tribe members. The rest was communal property.
In contrast to the other groups on Massachusetts reservations, the tribe had no
guardian or headman. When they needed advice on legal questions, they asked
the guardian of the Chappaquiddick Reservation, but other matters they handled

themselves. They had no legal claim to their land and allowed the tribal members free rein over their choice of land,
as well as over cultivation and building, in order to make their ownership clear. They did not allow whites to settle
on their land, and the laws regulating tribe membership were strict. As a result they were able to strengthen the
groups' ties to each other, and they did not lose their tribal identity until long after the other groups had lost theirs.[30]

The Wampanoag on Nantucket Island were almost completely destroyed by an unknown plague in 1763; the last
Nantucket died in 1855.[30]

Current status

Wampanoag educator at Plimoth Plantation

A little over 2,000 Wampanoag survive (many of whose ancestry
includes other tribes), and many live on the reservation (Watuppa
Wampanoag Reservation) on Martha's Vineyard, in Dukes County. It is
located in the town of Aquinnah (formerly known as Gay Head), at the
extreme western part of the island. It has a land area of 1.952 square
kilometres (482 acres), and a 2000 census resident population of 91
persons.

There are currently five organized groups of the Wampanoag: Assonet,
Gay Head, Herring Pond, Mashpee and Namasket. All have applied for
recognition by the government, but only the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay
Head (Aquinnah) of Massachusetts still has a reservation on Martha's Vineyard. Its members received government
recognition in 1987 from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and currently have 1,000 registered members. Their
reservation consists of 485 acres (1.96 km2) and is located on the outermost southwest part of the island. The
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe consists of 1,200 registered members and owns many stores and museums. Since 1924
there has been a powwow every year at the beginning of July. The reservation is located near Mashpee on Cape Cod.
After decades of legal disputes, the Mashpee Wampanoag obtained provisional recognition as an Indian tribe from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in April 2006, and then received official Federal recognition in February 2007.[31] There
is also still land which is owned separately by families and in common by Wampanoag descendants at both
Chapaquddick and Christiantown, and they have also purchased land in Middleborough, Massachusetts upon which
to build a casino.

In February 2009 Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe chairman Glenn A. Marshall pleaded guilty to federal charges of
violations of campaign finance law, tax fraud, wire fraud, and Social Security fraud – all in connection with the
effort to secure federal recognition for the tribe.[32]
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A remnant of the Wampanoag reside on St. David's Island, Bermuda. They are descendants of those sold overseas by
the Puritans in the aftermath of King Philip's War.

Demographics

Year Number Note Source 

1610 6,600 mainland 3,600; islands 3,000 James Mooney

1620 5,000 mainland 2,000 (after the epidemics); islands 3,000 unknown

1677 400 mainland (after King Philip's War) general estimate

2000 2,336 Wampanoag (total) US Census

Notable Wampanoag
• Caleb Cheeshahteaumuck
• Jamaal Branch
• Corbitant
• Amos Haskins
• Lloyd Sonny Dove
• Melvin Coombs
• Manitonquat (Medicine Story)
• Epenow
• Tashtego

See also
• List of Native American Tribal Entities
• The City of Columbus was a shipwreck where a group of Wampanoag Indians risked their lives to save

passengers
• Crispus Attucks
• Cuttyhunk
• Old Indian Meeting House, 1684 church

References, notes and further reading
[1] http:/ / dictionary. reference. com/ browse/ Wampanoag
[2] Plane, Anne Marie. Colonial Intimacies: Indian Marriage in Early New England. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press), 2000, page 20. See

also page 61: “Native women seem to have inherited rights linking them to certain fields.”
[3] Handbook of North American Indians.
[4] See Bragdon, Kathleen, "Gender as a Social Category in Native Southern New England," (American Society for Ethnohistory, Ethnohistory

43:4), 1996, pg. 576, and Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pg. 20.
[5] Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pg. 20.
[6] Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pg. 23.
[7] Salisbury, Neal. Introduction to The Sovereignty and Goodness of God by Mary Rowlandson. (Boston, MA: Bedford Books), 1997, pg. 11.
[8] (1978) "Indians of Southern New England and Long Island, early period" Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 15. (Bruce G. Trigger,

ed.). Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, p. 171f
[9] Williams, Roger. Narrangansett Women. (Originally published 1643, cited from Woloch, N., ed., Early American Women: A Documentary

History, 1600-1900 (New York: McGraw-Hill), 1997, pg. 8).
[10] Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pgs. 5, 8, 22-23.
[11] Salisbury, Neal and Colin G. Calloway, eds. Reinterpreting New England Indians and the Colonial Experience. Vol. 71 of Publications of

the Colonial Society of Massachusetts. (Boston, MA: University of Virginia Press), 1993, pgs. 278-9.

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St._David%27s_Island%2C_Bermuda
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=James_Mooney
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=United_States_Census
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Caleb_Cheeshahteaumuck
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jamaal_Branch
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Corbitant
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Amos_Haskins
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sonny_Dove
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Melvin_Coombs
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manitonquat_%28Medicine_Story%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Epenow
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tashtego
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_Native_American_Tribal_Entities
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=City_of_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Crispus_Attucks
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cuttyhunk
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Old_Indian_Meeting_House
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Wampanoag


Wampanoag 106

[12] Die Welt der Indianer.
[13] DOI: 10.3201/edi1602.090276 Marr JS, Cathey JT. "New hypothesis for cause of an epidemic among Native Americans, New England,

1616–1619" (http:/ / www. cdc. gov/ EID/ content/ 16/ 2/ 281. htm), Emerging Infectious Disease, 2010 Feb
[14] Cheney, Glenn Alan, Thanksgiving: The Pilgrims' First Year in America, (New London: New London Librarium, 2007) ISBN

978-0-9798039-0-1
[15] Salisbury, Neal. Manitou and Providence. (Oxford University Press), 1982, pg. 105.
[16] Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pgs. 47-8.
[17] Salisbury, Manitou and Providence, pg. 106.
[18] Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pg. 48.
[19] Ronda, James P. Generations of Faith: The Christian Indians of Martha’s Vineyard. (William and Mary Quarterly 38), 1981, pg. 378.
[20] Experience Mayhew stated that “it seems to be a Truth with respect to our Indians, so far as my knowledge of them extend, that there have

been, and are a greater number of their Women appearing pious than of the men among them” in his text “Indian Converts” (quoted from
James Ronda, Generations of Faith, pgs. 384-88).

[21] Experience Mayhew, sermon, “Family Religion Excited and Assisted,” 1714-28, quoted from Plane, Colonial Intimacies, pg. 114).
[22] Bourne, p. 4
[23] Wampanoag History (http:/ / www. tolatsga. org/ wampa. html)
[24] For a much more detailed examination of John Sassamon, his murder, and its effects on King Philip's War, see Jill Lepore's The Name of

War.
[25] Salisbury, Introduction to Mary Rowlandson, pg. 21.
[26] Salisbury, Introduction to Mary Rowlandson, pg. 23.
[27] See Mary Rowlandson, The Sovereignty and Goodness of God, pgs. 75 and 98.
[28] Salisbury, Introduction to Mary Rowlandson, pg. 37.
[29] Salisbury, Introduction to Mary Rowlandson, pg. 1.
[30] Handbook of North American Indians. Chapter: Indians of Southern New England and Long Island, late period, p. 178ff; The Seaconke

Wampanoag Tribe webpage (http:/ / www. seaconkewampanoagtribe. com/ news/ ); Mashpee Wampanoag Nation webpage (http:/ /
mashpeewampanoagtribe. com/ ); Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head Aquinnah webpage (http:/ / www. wampanoagtribe. net/ Pages/ index)

[31] "Mashpee Wampanoag win federal recognition" (http:/ / www. boston. com/ news/ globe/ city_region/ breaking_news/ 2007/ 02/
mashpee_wampano_1. html). boston.com. 2007-02-15. . Retrieved 2007-12-11.

[32] U.S. Dept. of Justice press release, ["Former Tribal Chairman Pleads Guilty to Campaign Finance Violations and Fraud" http:/ / boston. fbi.
gov/ dojpressrel/ pressrel09/ campaignviolations021109. htm], 11 February 2009.

Online
• Wampanoag-Aquinnah Trust Land, Massachusetts (http:/ / factfinder. census. gov/ servlet/ DTTable?_bm=y&

-context=dt& -ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U& -CHECK_SEARCH_RESULTS=N& -CONTEXT=dt&
-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P001& -mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P003& -tree_id=4001& -transpose=N&
-redoLog=false& -all_geo_types=Y& -geo_id=25000US4530& -geo_id=27300US4530250070158599999&
-search_results=01000US& -_showChild=Y& -format=& -_lang=en& -show_geoid=Y) United States Census
Bureau

• Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project (http:/ / wlrp. org/ index. html)
• Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head Aquinnah webpage (http:/ / www. wampanoagtribe. net/ Pages/ index)
• Cape Cod Times TRIBES RECONNECT: Part I, Worlds rejoined (http:/ / www. capecodonline. com/ special/

tribeslink/ worldsrejoined13. htm)
• Cape Cod Times TRIBES RECONNECT: Part II, 'We missed you' (http:/ / www. capecodonline. com/ special/

tribeslink/ emissed14. htm)
• Cape Cod Times Spade tooth discovery offers another clue to bloodline (http:/ / www. capecodonline. com/

special/ tribeslink/ spadetooth14. htm)
• Cape Cod Times Finding a link that was never really lost (http:/ / www. capecodonline. com/ special/ tribeslink/

findinga14. htm)
• Cape Cod Times Roots emerge in native dance (http:/ / www. capecodonline. com/ special/ tribeslink/

rootsemerge14. htm)
• Roots Web RECONNECTION FESTIVAL 2002 (http:/ / freepages. genealogy. rootsweb. com/ ~massasoit/

bermuda. htm)

http://www.cdc.gov/EID/content/16/2/281.htm
http://www.tolatsga.org/wampa.html
http://www.seaconkewampanoagtribe.com/news/
http://mashpeewampanoagtribe.com/
http://mashpeewampanoagtribe.com/
http://www.wampanoagtribe.net/Pages/index
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/city_region/breaking_news/2007/02/mashpee_wampano_1.html
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/city_region/breaking_news/2007/02/mashpee_wampano_1.html
http://boston.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel09/campaignviolations021109.htm
http://boston.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel09/campaignviolations021109.htm
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-CHECK_SEARCH_RESULTS=N&-CONTEXT=dt&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P001&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P003&-tree_id=4001&-transpose=N&-redoLog=false&-all_geo_types=Y&-geo_id=25000US4530&-geo_id=27300US4530250070158599999&-search_results=01000US&-_showChild=Y&-format=&-_lang=en&-show_geoid=Y
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-CHECK_SEARCH_RESULTS=N&-CONTEXT=dt&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P001&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P003&-tree_id=4001&-transpose=N&-redoLog=false&-all_geo_types=Y&-geo_id=25000US4530&-geo_id=27300US4530250070158599999&-search_results=01000US&-_showChild=Y&-format=&-_lang=en&-show_geoid=Y
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-CHECK_SEARCH_RESULTS=N&-CONTEXT=dt&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P001&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P003&-tree_id=4001&-transpose=N&-redoLog=false&-all_geo_types=Y&-geo_id=25000US4530&-geo_id=27300US4530250070158599999&-search_results=01000US&-_showChild=Y&-format=&-_lang=en&-show_geoid=Y
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-CHECK_SEARCH_RESULTS=N&-CONTEXT=dt&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P001&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P003&-tree_id=4001&-transpose=N&-redoLog=false&-all_geo_types=Y&-geo_id=25000US4530&-geo_id=27300US4530250070158599999&-search_results=01000US&-_showChild=Y&-format=&-_lang=en&-show_geoid=Y
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-CHECK_SEARCH_RESULTS=N&-CONTEXT=dt&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P001&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P003&-tree_id=4001&-transpose=N&-redoLog=false&-all_geo_types=Y&-geo_id=25000US4530&-geo_id=27300US4530250070158599999&-search_results=01000US&-_showChild=Y&-format=&-_lang=en&-show_geoid=Y
http://wlrp.org/index.html
http://www.wampanoagtribe.net/Pages/index
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/worldsrejoined13.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/worldsrejoined13.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/emissed14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/emissed14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/spadetooth14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/spadetooth14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/findinga14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/findinga14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/rootsemerge14.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/special/tribeslink/rootsemerge14.htm
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~massasoit/bermuda.htm
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~massasoit/bermuda.htm


Wampanoag 107

• The Royal Gazette Learning a valuable lesson (http:/ / www. theroyalgazette. com/ apps/ pbcs. dll/ article?AID=/
20050527/ LIFESTYLE/ 105270119)
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External links
• The Council of Seven/Royal House of Pokanoket/Pokanoket Tribe/Wampanoag Nation (http:/ / pokanoket. us/ )
• Mashpee Wampanoag Nation webpage (http:/ / mashpeewampanoagtribe. com/ )
• Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head Aquinnah webpage (http:/ / www. wampanoagtribe. net/ Pages/ index)
• Plimoth Plantation webpage (http:/ / www. plimoth. org)
• Wampanoag History (http:/ / www. tolatsga. org/ wampa. html)
• Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project (http:/ / wlrp. org/ index. html)
• Chappaquiddick Wampanoag (http:/ / www. chappaquiddick-wampanoag. org/ )
• CapeCodOnline's Wampanoag landing page (http:/ / www. capecodonline. com/ apps/ pbcs. dll/

section?category=SPECIAL05)
• Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe (http:/ / herringpondtribe. com/ )

This article incorporates information from the revision as of 31 October 2006 of the equivalent article on the
German Wikipedia.

Giovanni da Verrazzano

Giovanni da Verrazzano.

Giovanni da Verrazzano (often spelled Verrazano;
1485–1528) was an Italian explorer of North America, in
the service of the French crown. He is renowned as the
first European since the Norse colonization of the
Americas around AD 1000 to explore the Atlantic coast
of North America between South and North Carolina and
Newfoundland, including New York Harbor and
Narragansett Bay in 1524. The bridge over the opening
of New York harbor, a naval vessel of the Italian navy, a
destroyer of the Navigatori class, are among his
numerous eponymous honors.
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Origins and voyages to America

Verrazzano's statue in his native town, now called
Greve in Chianti.

Verrazano was born at his ancestral home in Val di Greve, south of
Florence[1] . Although he left a detailed account of his voyages to
North America, little is known about his life. After 1506, he settled in
Dieppe, in France, where he began his career as a navigator; probably
in 1508, in the company of captain Thomas Aubert, he embarked for
the American coast on a ship called La Pensée, equipped by the
shipowner Jean Ango. He explored, possibly during a fishing trip, the
region of Newfoundland and the mouth of the St. Lawrence River in
Canada and made numerous voyages to the eastern Mediterranean. In
1523, he was invited by King Francis I of France to explore an area
between Florida and Terranova, in order to find a sea route through the

newly-found Americas to the Pacific Ocean.

With a ship, La Dauphine, piloted by Antoine de Conflans, he neared the area of Cape Fear on about March 1, 1524
and, after a short stay, he explored the coast further northwards, reaching modern North Carolina and the Pamlico
Sound lagoon. In a letter to Francis I, he wrote that he was convinced the latter was the beginning of the Pacific
Ocean, from which an access could be gained to China. This report caused one of many errors in the depiction of
North America in contemporary maps. The continent would not be fully mapped until almost the 20th century.
He also came into contact with Native Americans living on the coast. During the northward voyage, he did not notice
the entrances to the Chesapeake Bay or the Delaware River. In New York Bay, he encountered Lenape and observed
what he deemed to be a large lake, which was in fact the entrance to the Hudson River. He then passed by Long
Island and entered Narragansett Bay where he received a delegation of Wampanoag. The words 'Norman villa' are
found on the Maggiolo map. The historian Samuel Eliot Morison wrote "this occurs at Angouleme (New York)
rather than Refugio (Newport). It was probably intended to compliment one of Verrazzano's noble friends. There are
two places called Normanville in France, one near Evreux in Normandy which would naturally be it. West of it,
conjecturally on the Delaware or New Jersey coast, is a Longa Villa, which Verrazzano certainly named after
Francois d'Orleans, duc de Longueville".[2] He stayed there for two weeks, and then moved northwards, following
the coast up to modern Maine, southeastern Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, after which he returned to France by 8
July 1524.
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Verrazzano's voyage in 1524.

Verrazzano named the region he explored Francesca
in honor of the French king, but his brother's map
labels it Nova Gallia. [3]

Verrazzano arranged a second voyage with financial
support from Jean Ango and Philippe de Chabot
which departed from Dieppe with four ships in spring
1527. One ship was separated from the others in a
gale near the Cape Verde islands, but Verrazzano
reached the coast of Brazil with two ships and
harvested a cargo of brazilwood before returning to
Dieppe in September. The third ship with a cargo of
brazilwood also returned later.[4]

This partial success, although it did not find the
desired passage to the Pacific Ocean, inspired
Verrazzano's final voyage which departed Dieppe in
the spring of 1528.

Death

In 1528, during his third voyage to North America,
after exploring Florida, the Bahamas and the Lesser
Antilles, Verrazzano anchored away from shore and
rowed ashore, probably on the island of Guadeloupe. He was killed and eaten by the native Carib inhabitants.[5] The
fleet of two or three ships were anchored out of gunshot range and no one could respond in time.[6]

Reputation

1527 map by Visconte Maggiolo showing the
east coast of North America with "Tera Florida"

at the top and "Lavoradore" (Labrador) at the
bottom. The information supposedly[7] came

from Giovanni da Verrazzano's voyage in
1524.(Ambrosian Library in Milan, Italy.)

Despite his discoveries, his reputation did not endure and proliferate as
much as other explorers of that era. As a prime example, in accordance
with the practices of the time, Verrazzano gave a European name to the
new land he had seen, Francesa, after the French king he had been
appointed by. This and other names he bestowed on features he
discovered have not survived. He had the bad luck of making major
discoveries within a few years of both the dramatic Conquest of
Mexico and Ferdinand Magellan's circumnavigation of the world —
which Magellan, ironically, did not complete, but which nevertheless
brought him undying fame. (Both of these events occurred in the same
three-year period, 1519 to 1521.)

In the 19th and early 20th centuries there was a great debate in the
United States about the authenticity of the letters he wrote to Francis I describing the geography, flora, fauna and
native population of the east coast of North America.[8] Others thought it was true, and it is almost universally
accepted as authentic today[9] , particularly after the discovery of the letter signed by Francis I which referred to
Verrazzano's letter.[10]

Verrazzano's reputation was particularly obscure in New York City, where the 1609 voyage of Henry Hudson came 
to be regarded as the de facto start of the European exploration of New York, since he sailed for the Dutch, not the 
French. It was only with great effort in the 1950s and 1960s that Verrazzano's name and reputation as the European
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discoverer of the harbour was re-established during an effort to have the newly built Narrows bridge named after
him. See Naming controversy of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. A Staten Island ferryboat that served New York
from the 1950s to the 1990s was also named for him (oddly, the ferry was named the "Verrazzano", while the bridge,
another Staten Island landmark, was named "Verrazano", indicating the ongoing confusion over the spelling of his
name). There are numerous other commemorations on Staten Island itself to the explorer. A Little League is named
for him, reflecting not only his connection to Staten Island, but also the large number of descendants of Italians who
live there. In Narragansett Bay, the Jamestown Verrazzano Bridge is also named for him, as is Maryland's Verrazano
Bridge.

References
Notes
[1] Morison, Samuel Eliot (1971). The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages. New York: Oxford University Press. p. 283.
[2] Morison, Samuel Eliot (1971). The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages. New York: Oxford University Press. p. 490.
[3] Morison, Samuel Eliot (1971). The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages. New York: Oxford University Press. p. 323.
[4] Morison, Samuel Eliot (1971). The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages. New York: Oxford University Press. p. 314.
[5] Wroth, Lawrence C. (1970). The Voyages of Giovanni da Verrazzano, 1524-1528. New Haven: Yale University Press. pp. 237.

ISBN 0-300-01207-1.
[6] Morison, Samuel Eliot (1971). The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages. New York: Oxford University Press. p. 315.
[7] 16h Century Pennsylvania Maps (http:/ / www. mapsofpa. com/ antiquemaps0. htm)
[8] Thrower, Norman (2003) "Verrazzano, Giovanni Da", in: Speake, Jennifer (ed.) Literature of Travel and Exploration: An Encyclopedia, Vol.

3, New York ; London : Fitzroy Dearborn, ISBN 1-57958-247-8
[9] Wroth, Lawrence (1970) The Voyages of Giovanni da Verrazzano, 1524-2003', New Haven : Pierpont Morgan Library by Yale University

Press, ISBN 0-300-01207-1
[10] Thrower, Norman (1979). "New Light on the 1524 Voyage of Verrazzano". Terrae Incognitae (11): 59–65.

External links
• Verrazzano Centre for Historical Studies (http:/ / www. verrazzano. org/ en/ index2. php)
• Better and zoomable version (http:/ / www. mapsofpa. com/ 17thcentury/ 1527maggiolo. jpg) of 1527 Maggiolo

map which supposedly is drawn from Verrazzano's voyage

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Verrazano-Narrows_Bridge%23Naming_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jamestown_Verrazzano_Bridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Verrazano_Bridge_%28Maryland%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Verrazano_Bridge_%28Maryland%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Samuel_Eliot_Morison
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Samuel_Eliot_Morison
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Samuel_Eliot_Morison
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Samuel_Eliot_Morison
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Samuel_Eliot_Morison
http://www.mapsofpa.com/antiquemaps0.htm
http://www.verrazzano.org/en/index2.php
http://www.mapsofpa.com/17thcentury/1527maggiolo.jpg


Jacques Cartier 112

Jacques Cartier

Jacques Cartier

Portrait of Jacques Cartier by Théophile Hamel, ca. 1844. No contemporary portraits of Cartier are known.

Born December 31, 1491
St. Malo, Brittany

Died  September 1, 1557 (aged 65)
St. Malo, France

Occupation French navigator and explorer

Known for  First European to travel inland in North America. Claimed Canada for France.

Signature

Jacques Cartier (December 31, 1491 – September 1, 1557) was a French explorer of Breton origin who claimed
what is now Canada for France.[1] [2] [3] [4] He was the first European to describe and map[5] the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence and the shores of the Saint Lawrence River, which he named "The Country of Canadas", after the Iroquois
names for the two big settlements he saw at Stadacona (Quebec City) and at Hochelaga (Montreal Island).

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cartier.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Th%C3%A9ophile_Hamel
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=St._Malo
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Brittany
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Navigator
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Explorer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Jacques_Cartier_Signature.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=France
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Explorer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Breton_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gulf_of_Saint_Lawrence
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gulf_of_Saint_Lawrence
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Saint_Lawrence_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Name_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iroquoian_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Iroquoian_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stadacona
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hochelaga_%28village%29


Jacques Cartier 113

Biography
Jacques Cartier was born in 1491[6] in Saint-Malo, the port on the extreme north-east coast of Brittany. Cartier, who
was a respectable mariner, improved his social status in 1520 by marrying Mary Catherine des Granches, member of
a leading family. His good name in Saint-Malo is recognized by its frequent appearance on baptismal registers as
godfather or witness.[7]

First voyage, 1534
In 1534, the year the Duchy of Brittany was formally united with France in the Edict of Union, Cartier was
introduced to King Francis I by Jean le Veneur, bishop of Saint-Malo and abbot of Mont-Saint-Michel, at the Manoir
de Brion. The king had previously invited (although not formally commissioned) the Florentine explorer Giovanni
da Verrazzano to explore the eastern coast of North America on behalf of France in 1524. Cartier is believed to have
accompanied da Verrazzano on this expedition, which explored the coast from South Carolina to Nova Scotia, and
islands such as Newfoundland; on another voyage they went to Brazil. Le Veneur cited these voyages to
Newfoundland and Brazil as proof of Cartier's ability to "lead ships to the discovery of new lands in the New
World".[8]

Route of Cartier's first voyage.

In 1534, Cartier set sail under a commission from the king, hoping to
discover a western passage to the wealthy markets of Asia. In the
words of the commission, he was to "discover certain islands and lands
where it is said that a great quantity of gold and other precious things
are to be found". It took him twenty days to sail across the ocean.
Starting on May 10 of that year, he explored parts of Newfoundland,
the areas now the Canadian Atlantic provinces and the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. During one stop at Îles aux Oiseaux (Islands of the Birds,
now the Rochers-aux-Oiseaux federal bird sanctuary, northeast of
Brion Island in the Magdalen Islands), his crew slaughtered around
1000 birds, most of them great auks (now extinct). Cartier's first two
encounters with aboriginal peoples in Canada on the north side of

Chaleur Bay, most likely the Mi'kmaq, were brief; some trading occurred. His third encounter took place on the
shores of Gaspé Bay with a party of St. Lawrence Iroquoians, where on July 24, he planted a 10 meter cross bearing
the words "Long Live the King of France" and took possession of the territory in the name of the king. The change in
mood was a clear indication that the Iroquoians understood Cartier's actions. Here he kidnapped the two sons of their
captain.[9] Cartier wrote that they later told him this region where they were captured (Gaspé) was called by them
Honguedo. The natives' captain at last agreed that they could be taken, under the condition that they return with
European goods to trade.[10] Cartier returned to France in September 1534, sure that he had reached an Asian coast.

Second voyage, 1535–1536
Jacques Cartier set sail for a second voyage on May 19 of the following year with three ships, 110 men, and the two
natives. Reaching the St. Lawrence, he sailed up-river for the first time, and reached the Iroquoian capital of
Stadacona, where Chief Donnacona ruled.
Jacques Cartier left his main ships in a harbour close to Stadacona, and used his smallest ship to continue up-river 
and visit Hochelaga (now Montreal) where he arrived October 2, 1535. Hochelaga was far more impressive than the 
small and squalid village of Stadacona, and more than 1,000 Iroquoians came to the river edge to greet the 
Frenchmen. The site of their arrival has been confidently identified as the beginning of the Sainte-Marie Sault - 
where the bridge named after him now stands. The expedition could proceed no further, as the river was blocked by 
rapids. So certain was Cartier that the river was the Northwest Passage and that the rapids were all that was
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preventing him from sailing to China, that the rapids and the town that eventually grew up near them came to be
named after the French word for China, La Chine: the Lachine Rapids and the town of Lachine, Quebec.
After spending two days among the people of Hochelaga, Cartier returned to Stadacona on October 11. It is not
known exactly when he decided to spend the winter of 1535-1536 in Stadacona, and it was by then too late to return
to France. Cartier and his men prepared for the winter by strengthening their fort, stacking firewood, and salting
down game and fish.
During this winter, Cartier compiled a sort of gazetteer that included several pages on the manners of the natives—in
particular, their habit of wearing only leggings and loincloths even in the dead of winter....

Route of Cartier's second voyage.

From mid-November 1535 to mid-April 1536, the French fleet lay
frozen solid at the mouth of the St. Charles River, under the Rock of
Quebec. Ice was over a fathom (1.8 m) thick on the river, with snow
four feet (1.2 m) deep ashore. To add to the discomfort, scurvy broke
out — first among the Iroquoians, and then among the French. In his
journal, Cartier states that by mid-February, "out of 110 that we were,
not ten were well enough to help the others, a pitiful thing to see".
Cartier estimated the number of natives dead at 50.

One of the natives who survived was Dom Agaya, the chief's son who
had been taken to France the previous year. During a friendly visit by
Domagaya to the French fort, Cartier enquired and learned from him that a concoction made from a tree known as
annedda (probably arbor vitae) would cure scurvy. This remedy likely saved the expedition from destruction,
allowing 85 Frenchmen to survive the winter.

Ready to return to France in early May 1536, Cartier decided to take Chief Donnacona to France, so that he might
personally tell the tale of a country further north, called the "Kingdom of Saguenay", said to be full of gold, rubies
and other treasures. After an arduous trip down the St. Lawrence and a three-week Atlantic crossing, Cartier and his
men arrived in Saint-Malo on July 15, 1536, concluding the second, 14 month voyage, which was to be Cartier's
most profitable.

Third voyage, 1541–1542
On October 17, 1540, Francis I ordered the Breton navigator to return to Canada to lend weight to a colonization
project of which he would be "captain general". However, January 15, 1541 saw Cartier supplanted by Jean-François
de La Rocque de Roberval, a Huguenot courtier and friend of the king named as the first lieutenant general of French
Canada. Roberval was to lead the expedition, with Cartier as his chief navigator. While Roberval waited for artillery
and supplies, he gave permission to Cartier to sail on ahead with his ships.
On May 23, 1541, Cartier departed Saint-Malo on his third voyage with five ships. This time, any thought of finding
a passage to the Orient was forgotten. The goals were now to find the "Kingdom of Saguenay" and its riches, and to
establish a permanent settlement along the St. Lawrence River.
Anchoring at Stadacona, Cartier again met the Iroquoians, but found their "show of joy" and their numbers
worrisome, and decided not to build his settlement there. Sailing a few miles up-river to a spot he had previously
observed, he decided to settle on the site of present-day Cap-Rouge, Quebec. The convicts and other colonists were
landed, the cattle that had survived three months aboard ship were turned loose, earth was broken for a kitchen
garden, and seeds of cabbage, turnip, and lettuce were planted. A fortified settlement was thus created and was
named Charlesbourg-Royal. Another fort was also built on the cliff overlooking the settlement, for added protection.
The men also began collecting what they believed to be diamonds and gold, but which upon return to France were 
discovered to be merely quartz crystals and iron pyrites, respectively — which gave rise to a French expression: 
"faux comme les diamants du Canada" ("As false as Canadian diamonds"). Two of the ships were dispatched home
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with some of these minerals on September 2.
Having set tasks for everyone, Cartier left with the longboats for a reconnaissance in search of "Saguenay" on
September 7. Having reached Hochelaga, he was prevented by bad weather and the numerous rapids from continuing
up to the Ottawa River.
Returning to Charlesbourg-Royal, Cartier found the situation ominous. The Iroquoians no longer made friendly visits
or peddled fish and game, but prowled about in a sinister manner. No records exist about the winter of 1541-1542
and the information must be gleaned from the few details provided by returning sailors. It seems the natives attacked
and killed about 35 settlers before the Frenchmen could retreat behind their fortifications. Even though scurvy was
cured through the native remedy (Thuja occidentalis infusion), the impression left is of a general misery, and of
Cartier's growing conviction that he had insufficient manpower either to protect his base or to go in search of the
Saguenay Kingdom.
Cartier left for France in early June 1542, encountering Roberval and his ships along the Newfoundland coast, at
about the time Roberval marooned Marguerite de La Rocque. Despite Roberval's insistence that he accompany him
back to Saguenay, Cartier slipped off under the cover of darkness and continued on to France, still convinced his
vessels contained a wealth of gold and diamonds. He arrived there in October, in what proved to be his last voyage.
Meanwhile, Roberval took command at Charlesbourg-Royal, but it was abandoned in 1543 after disease, foul
weather and hostile natives drove the would-be settlers to despair.

Later life
Cartier spent the rest of his life in Saint-Malo and his nearby estate, where he often was useful as an interpreter in
Portuguese, and he died aged 65 or 66 on September 1, 1557 from an epidemic.[11] No permanent European
settlements were made in Canada before 1608, when Samuel Champlain founded Quebec City. Cartier is interred in
St. Vincent's Cathedral.

Legacy

The Dauphin Map of Canada, circa 1543,
showing Cartier's discoveries

Having already located the entrance to the St. Lawrence on his first
voyage, he now opened up the greatest waterway for the European
penetration of North America. He produced an intelligent estimate of
the resources of Canada, both natural and human, albeit with a
considerable exaggeration of its mineral wealth. While some of his
actions toward the St. Lawrence Iroquoians were dishonourable, he did
try at times to establish friendship with them and other native peoples
living along the St. Lawrence River—an indispensable preliminary to
French settlement in their lands.

Cartier was the first to document the name Canada to designate the
territory on the shores of the St-Lawrence River. The name is derived
from the Huron-Iroquois word "kanata", or village, which was
incorrectly interpreted as the native term for the newly discovered land.[12] Cartier used the name to describe
Stadacona, the surrounding land and the river itself. And Cartier named "Canadiens" the inhabitants (Iroquoians) he
had seen there. Thereafter the name Canada was used to designate the small French colony on these shores, and the
French colonists were called Canadiens, until the mid-nineteenth
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Canada 3 cent stamp Jacques Cartier

century, when the name started to be applied to the loyalist colonies on
the Great Lakes and later to all of British North America. In this way
Cartier is not strictly the European discoverer of Canada as this country
is understood today, a vast federation stretching a mari usque ad mare
(from sea to sea). Eastern parts had previously been visited by the
Norse, as well as Basque, Galician and Breton fishermen, and perhaps
the Corte-Real brothers and John Cabot (in addition of course to the
Natives who first inhabited the territory). Cartier's particular
contribution to the discovery of Canada is as the first European to
penetrate the continent, and more precisely the interior eastern region
along the St. Lawrence River. His explorations consolidated France's
claim of the territory that would later be colonized as New France, and
his third voyage produced the first documented European attempt at
settling North America since that of Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón in
1526-27.

Cartier's professional abilities can be easily ascertained. Considering that Cartier made three voyages of exploration
in dangerous and hitherto unknown waters without losing a ship, and that he entered and departed some 50
undiscovered harbors without serious mishap, he may be considered one of the most conscientious explorers of the
period.
Cartier was also one of the first to formally acknowledge that the New World was a separate land mass from
Europe/Asia.

Rediscovery of Cartier's first colony
On August 18, 2006, Quebec Premier Jean Charest announced that Canadian archaeologists had discovered the
precise location of Cartier's lost first colony of Charlesbourg-Royal.[13] The colony was built where the Cap Rouge
river runs into the St. Lawrence River and is based on the discovery of burnt wooden timber remains that have been
dated to the mid-16th century, and a fragment of a decorative Istoriato plate manufactured in Faenza, Italy, between
1540 and 1550, that could only have belonged to a member of the French aristocracy in the colony. Most probably
this was the Sieur de Roberval, who replaced Cartier as the leader of the settlement.[14] This colony was the first
known European settlement in modern day Canada since the c.1000 AD L'Anse aux Meadows Viking village in
northern Newfoundland. Its rediscovery has been hailed by archaeologists as the most important find in Canada since
the L'Anse aux Meadows rediscovery.

Ships
• Grande Hermine

• Built: France 1534; given in 1535 to Cartier by the King of France; used in the 1535-1536 and 1541-1542
voyages; replica 1967 built for "Expo 67" in Montréal; abandoned in 2001 from Saint-Charles River (Québec
City)

• Petite Hermine

• Built: France; used in the 1535-1536 voyage and abandoned in 1536 springtime by Cartier in Saint-Charles
River because too many of his sailors died in Québec City during last wintertime

• Émérillon

• Built: France; used in the 1535-1536 and 1541-1542 voyages
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• Georges (1541–1542)
• Built: France; used the 1541-1542 voyage

• Saint-Brieux

• Built: France; used the 1541-1542 voyage

Monuments

• Place Jacques-Cartier, a major street in the Vieux
Port of Montreal

• Jacques-Cartier River
• Jacques-Cartier Bridge
• Jacques-Cartier State Park
• Cartier Pavilion, built in 1955, at Royal Military

College Saint-Jean
• Jacques Cartier Monument, Harrington Island

Popular references

In 2005, Cartier's Bref récit et succincte narration de la
navigation faite en MDXXXV et MDXXXVI was named
the most important book in Canadian history by the Literary Review of Canada.

Jacques Cartier Island, located on the tip of the Great Northern Peninsula in Newfoundland and Labrador in the town
of Quirpon, is said to have been named by Jacques Cartier himself on one of his voyages through the Straits of Belle
Isle during the 1530s.
The Tragically Hip reference Jacques Cartier in their song "Looking for a Place to Happen." The song deals with
primitivism and colonialism in the context of European ideologies and mythic exploration narratives in line with
Cartier's journey's to the "New World."

Sources
• - (1993). Ramsay Cook. ed. The Voyages of Jacques Cartier. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

ISBN 0802050158.
• Trudel, Marcel (1966). "Cartier, Jacques". Dictionary of Canadian Biography. Vol. 1. Toronto: University of

Toronto Press.. pp. 154–172. online [15]

• Trudel, Marcel (1973). The Beginnings of New France, 1524–1663. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart.
ASIN: B000RQPTDK
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External links
• Biography [16] at the Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online
• Bref récit et succincte narration de la navigation faite en MDXXXV et MDXXXVI [17] 1863 facimile edition

(French)

• Works by Jacques Cartier [18] at Project Gutenberg
• Les voyages de Jacques Cartier (in french) [19]

• English translation of Cartier's accounts [20]

• Jacques Cartier at Civilization.ca [21]

• Watch a Heritage Minutes feature on Jacques Cartier [22]

Authority control: LCCN: n50080987 [23]
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John Cabot

John Cabot

John Cabot in traditional Venetian garb by Giustino Menescardi (1762). A mural painting in the Sala dello Scudo in the Palazzo
Ducale, Venice.

Born c.1450
Genoa or Gaeta, Italy

Died c.1499
England

Nationality Venetian

Other names  Giovanni Caboto, Zuen Caboto, Juan Caboto, Jean Caboto

Occupation Maritime explorer

Religion Roman Catholic

Spouse  Mattea

Children Ludovico, Sebastian, and Sancto[1]

Giovanni Caboto (known in English as John Cabot; c. 1450 – c. 1499) was an Italian navigator and explorer
whose 1497 discovery of North America is commonly held to be the second European voyage to the continent since
Christopher Columbus a few years earlier. The official position of the Canadian and United Kingdom governments is
that he landed on the island of Newfoundland.

Name and origins
Cabot's birthplace and name are both controversial. In Italy he is known today as Giovanni Caboto, in Spain as Juan
Caboto and in England as John Cabot. The Spanish and English forms are not wrong as such, they merely reflect the
way contemporary 15th-century documents described him. As for the way he described himself, only one set of
documents has been found bearing his signature. These are Venetian testamentary documents of 1484, on which he
signed himself as "Zuan Chabotto", Zuan being a form of John typical to Venice.[2] That he continued to use this
form in England, at least among Italians, is supported by two letters written from London in 1497. One, from a
London-based Venetian, gives Cabot's first name as Zuam.[3] Another, from the Milanese Ambassador, spells his
name Zoane.[4]
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Gaeta (in the Province of Latina) and Castiglione Chiavarese (in the Province of Genoa) have both been proposed as
birthplaces.[5] The main evidence for Gaeta is that there are records of a Caboto family dwelling there until the
mid-15th century but ceasing to be traceable after 1443.[6] On the other hand, Pedro de Ayala, Cabot's contemporary
in London, described him in 1498 as "another Genoese like Columbus".[7] John Cabot's son, Sebastian, also appears
to have believed that his father originally came from Genoa. What is certain is that in 1476 Cabot was made a
Venetian citizen, which required a minimum of fifteen years residency in the city. He must therefore have lived in
Venice since at least 1461.[8]

Life until 1496
John Cabot first appears in the Venetian records in 1470 when he was accepted into the religious confraternity of St
John the Evangelist. Since this was one of the city's great confraternities, this suggests that he was already a
respected member of the community at this stage. This may suggest that he was born slightly earlier than 1450,
which is the approximate date most commonly given for his birth.
Following Cabot's acquisition of full Venetian citizenship in 1476, he would have become eligible to engage in
maritime trade, including the trade to the eastern Mediterranean, which was the source of much of Venice's wealth.
He presumably became engaged in this trade shortly thereafter and is mentioned in a document of 1483 selling a
slave in Crete that he had acquired while in the territories of the Sultan of Egypt, which then comprised most of what
is now Palestine, Syria and the Lebannon.[9] By itself, this does not prove Cabot's later assertion that he had visited
Mecca, made in 1497 to the Milanese ambassador in London.[4] It does, however, suggest that he would have had
much better knowledge of the origins of the oriental merchandise he would have been dealing in (such as spices and
silks) than most Europeans at that time.
"Zuan Cabotto" (i.e. John Cabot) is mentioned in a variety of Venetian records of the 1480s. These indicate that by
1484 he was married to Mattea and already had at least two sons.[10] Cabot's sons are named in his 1496 royal patent
as Ludovico, Sebastian, and Sancto.[11] The Venetian sources also contain references to Cabot being involved in
house building during his time there. This may be how he acquired the experience that later allowed him to promote
himself as a civil engineer in Spain.[12]

Cabot appears to have got into financial trouble in the late 1480s and had left Venice as an insolvent debtor by 5
November 1488. He moved to Valencia where his creditors attempted to have him arrested by sending a lettere di
raccomandazione a giustizia ("a letter of recommendation to justice") to the authorities.[13] While in Valencia, "John
Cabot Montecalunya" (as he is referred to in local documents) proposed plans for improvements to the harbour.
These proposals were rejected, however.[14] Early in 1494 he moved on to Seville, where he proposed, was
contracted to build and, for five months, worked on the construction of a stone bridge over the Guadalquivir river.
This project was abandoned following a decision of the City Council on 24 December 1494.[15] After this Cabot
appears to have sought support for an Atlantic expedition in Seville and Lisbon, before moving on to England.[7] It
therefore seems likely that he would have arrived in England around the middle of 1495.

Sponsorship
Like other Italian explorers, including Christopher Columbus, Cabot was commissioned by England. Once Henry the
Navigator began searching for a route around Africa, the Iberian peninsula (Portugal and Spain) began to attract
Italian navigational talent, especially after Columbus's discovery of "the Indies" (as all Asia was called at the time)
by sailing west. After that voyage, a number of explorers headed in that direction; Cabot had a simple plan, to start
from a northerly latitude where the longitudes are much closer together, and where, as a result, the voyage would be
much shorter.[16]

Historians have generally assumed that, on arrival in England, Cabot went straight to Bristol to seek backers.[17] This 
seemed logical, given that his expeditions did, indeed, set out from this port and it was the only English city to have
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had a prior history of undertaking exploration expeditions out into the Atlantic. Moreover, since Cabot's royal patent
(1496), stated that all expeditions should be undertaken from Bristol, it seemed that his primary supporters were
likely to have come from that city. Yet, while Bristol may have seemed like the logical place for Cabot to go to seek
funding, Dr Alwyn Ruddock claimed to have found evidence that Cabot actually went first to London and received
backing from the Italian community there. In particular, she suggested he found a patron in the form of Fr. Giovanni
Antonio de Carbonariis, an Augustinian friar who was also the deputy to the papal tax collector Adriano Castellesi.
Ruddock suggested that it was Carbonariis, who certainly accompanied Cabot's 1498 expedition and who was on
good terms with the King, who introduced the explorer to Henry VII. While some of Ruddock's claims in this respect
have now been verified, her research notes can no longer be consulted, since they were all destroyed following her
death in 2005.[18]

On 5 March 1496 King Henry VII of England gave Cabot letters patent with the following charge:
...free authority, faculty and power to sail to all parts, regions and coasts of the eastern, western and northern
sea, under our banners, flags and ensigns, with five ships or vessels of whatsoever burden and quality they
may be, and with so many and with such mariners and men as they may wish to take with them in the said
ships, at their own proper costs and charges, to find, discover and investigate whatsoever islands, countries,
regions or provinces of heathens and infidels, in whatsoever part of the world placed, which before this time
were unknown to all Christians.[19]

Like his contemporary, King Francis I of France, who would send Giovanni da Verrazzano to reconnoiter the eastern
seaboard of North America, Henry VII may in part have been motivated by the perceived insolence of the division of
the world into two halves by Pope Alexander VI in the Bull Inter Caetera in 1493, which followed the success of
Columbus's first voyage. In the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494), this division had been modified slightly. Nevertheless,
the treaty still retained the principal that rights of exploration and exploitation of the non-Christian world were to be
split between Spain and Portugal, with the Portuguese getting the eastern half and the Spanish the western half.

Explorations

Cabot Tower in St. John's, Newfoundland.

Cabot went to Bristol to make the preparations for his voyage. Bristol
was the second-largest seaport in England, and during the years from
1480 onwards several expeditions had been sent out to look for
Hy-Brazil, an island said to lie somewhere in the Atlantic Ocean
according to Celtic legends.[20] Bristol may have been particularly
interested in seeking this island because it appears to have been
believed that Bristol men had discovered the island at earlier date but
then lost it. Since it was said to be a source of brazilwood (from which
a valuable red dye could be obtained) the merchants had a sound
economic motive for seeking the isle.[21]

First voyage

All that is known about Cabot's first voyage is contained in a letter
from John Day (a Bristol merchant) to Christopher Columbus. The
letter, written in the winter of 1497/8, mostly concerns the 1497
voyage. However, by way of an aside, Day notes that: "Since your
Lordship wants information relating to the first voyage, here is what happened: he went with one ship, his crew
confused him, he was short

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alwyn_Ruddock
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fr._Giovanni_Antonio_de_Carbonariis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fr._Giovanni_Antonio_de_Carbonariis
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Augustinian_friar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Adriano_Castellesi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Henry_VII_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Letters_patent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Francis_I_of_France
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pope_Alexander_VI
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Inter_Caetera
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Treaty_of_Tordesillas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cabot_Tower_%28Newfoundland%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Cabottowernf.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bristol
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Brazil_%28mythical_island%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Celts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Brazilwood


John Cabot 122

Monument at Cape Bonavista, Newfoundland.

of supplies and ran into bad weather, and he decided to turn back." [22]

. Since Cabot only received his patent in March 1496, it is generally
assumed that this voyage took place in the summer of that year

Second voyage

Nearly everything that is known about the 1497 voyage comes from
four short letters and a brief chronicle entry. The chronicle entry,
which dates from 1565, states in its entry for 1496/7 that "This year, on
St. John the Baptist's Day [24 June 1497], the land of America was
found by the Merchants of Bristow in a shippe of Bristowe, called the
Mathew; the which said the ship departed from the port of Bristowe, the second day of May, and came home again
the 6th of August next following."[23] Although the source is late, some of the details can be corroborated from
sources that the Bristol chronicler cannot have known about. It is thus generally considered that he had copied the
main details from some earlier chronicle entry, perhaps merely replacing "new found land", or something similar,
with "America", which had become a common term by 1565. Given that various of the details in the chronicle can be
corroborated, it is generally assumed to be reliable.

If the 1565 chronicle is helpful when it comes to the key dates and the name of the ship, the four letters add more
colour. The first is a letter from a Venetian merchant on 23 August 1497.[24] The letter has a slightly gossipy air to it,
written by a man who may or may not have talked to Cabot directly.
The author of the second letter is unknown, but would appear from the general content to be from a diplomatic
source. It was written on 24 August, apparently to the Duke of Milan.[25] Cabot's voyage is only mentioned very
briefly.
The third letter is from Raimondo de Raimondi de Soncino, Milanese ambassador in London to the Duke of Milan
on 18 December.[4] It is more serious in tone than Pasqualigo's and is clearly based on conversations the ambassador
had with both Cabot, whom the writer claims to have "made friends with" and his Bristol compatriots, who are said
to be the "leading men in this enterprise...and great seamen".
The fourth letter is the "John Day letter", which was written during the winter of 1497/8 by a Bristol merchant, John
Day (alias Hugh Say of London) to a man who can almost certainly be identified as Christopher Columbus.[26] The
letter is useful in that it is written by a man who would presumably have had access to all the key players and had
assembled all the detail of the voyage that he could. Columbus was presumably interested in the voyage because, if
the lands Cabot had discovered lay west of the meridian laid down in the Treaty of Tordesillas, or if the Venetian
intended to sail further west, then the English voyages would have represented a direct challenge to the monopoly
rights Columbus possessed for westwards exploration.
In addition to these letters, Dr Alwyn Ruddock claimed to have found another, written on 10 August 1497 by the
London-based bankers of Fr. Giovanni Antonio de Carbonariis. This letter has yet to be found, since the archive in
which Ruddock located it is unknown. From various comments made by Ruddock it seems, however, that the letter
did not contain a detailed account of the voyage.[27] On the other hand, she did claim that it contained "new evidence
supporting the claim that seamen of Bristol had already discovered land across the ocean before John Cabot's arrival
in England."[28] This would make the letter a valuable find. On the other hand, even if the letter does demonstrate
that the bankers believed that Cabot had merely re-discovered a land previously found by men from Bristol, this does
not necessarily mean that this belief was correct.
As is often the case, the known sources do not agree with each other on all aspects of the events and none can be 
assumed to be entirely reliable. Nevertheless, drawing the main points, they suggest that, as on the 1496 voyage, 
Cabot again used only one "little ship",[4] of 50 tons burden,[29] called the Matthew of Bristol (according to the 1565 
chronicle). It was said to be laden with sufficient supplies for "seven or eight months".[29] The ship departed in May
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(the sources do not agree on the precise date), with a crew of either eighteen men according to Soncino[4] or twenty,
according to the John Day letter.[29] The crew included Cabot, an unnamed Burgundian and a Genoese barber,[4] who
had presumably accompanied the expedition as the ship's surgeon, rather than as a hairdresser. There were also
Bristol companions who were of sufficient status to join Cabot at court in London,[4] which suggests that at least two
Bristol merchants had accompanied the expedition. One of these was probably William Weston, given that he
received a reward from the King in January 1498 and Weston is known to have undertaken an independent voyage to
the New Found Land, probably under Cabot's patent, in 1499. The typical working crew for a fifty-ton vessel in this
period would have been about ten men, although it might have been deemed wise to take a few extra mariners on
such a long voyage.
Leaving Bristol, the expedition sailed past Ireland and across the Atlantic making landfall somewhere on the coast of
North America on June 24, 1497. The exact location of the landfall has long been a matter of great controversy, with
different communities vying for the status of being the location of the landing. At various times historians have
proposed Bonavista, St. John's in Newfoundland, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, Labrador, and Maine as
possibilities. Cape Bonavista in Newfoundland, however, is the location recognised by the governments of Canada
and the United Kingdom as being Cabot's "official" landing place. As such, it was chosen, for instance, as the place
where Queen Elizabeth II along with members of the Italian and Canadian governments greeted the replica Matthew
of Bristol, following its celebratory crossing of the Atlantic in 1997.[30] Wherever Cabot landed, it is, at any rate,
generally supposed that they were the first Europeans to set foot in North American since the Vikings, whose
voyages half a millennium earlier were probably unknown to the Bristol explorers.
Cabot is only reported to have landed once during the expedition and did not advance "beyond the shooting distance
of a crossbow".[29] Both Paqualigo and Day agree that no contact was made with any native people, but they found
the remains of a fire, a human trail, nets and a wooden tool. The crew only appeared to have remained on land long
enough to take on fresh water and to raise the Venetian and Papal banners and claim the land for the King of
England.[31] By so doing they claimed the land in the name of England, while recognising the religious authority of
the Roman Catholic Church. After this landing, Cabot spent some weeks "discovering the coast".[29] Day's letter
suggests that "most of the land was discovered after turning back", which suggests the landfall was some way to the
west / south of the most easterly point of North America. Both Day's letter and that of Soncino comment on the vast
multitude of codfish in the sea, Soncino reporting that "the sea there is swarming with fish, which can be taken not
only with the net, but in baskets let down with a stone, so that it sinks in the water."[4] John Day's letter states that the
expedition left the New World once they reached a cape said to lie "1800 miles west of Dursey Head, which is in
Ireland".[29] Given that the latitude of Dursey Head is 51° 35' N, this implies that, wherever Cabot made landfall, his
departure point was at the northern tip of the Great Northern Peninsula of Newfoundland (51° 36' N). On the
homeward voyage Cabot's crew incorrectly thought they were going too far north, so they took a more southerly
course, reaching Brittany instead of England. On August 6 the expedition returned to Bristol.
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A replica of the Matthew in Bristol.

Final voyage

Back in England, Cabot appears to have ridden directly to see the
King. On 10 August, he was given a reward of £10 — equivalent to
about two years' pay for an ordinary labourer or craftsman.[32] The
explorer was initially feted, Soncino commenting on 23 August that
Cabot "is called the Great Admiral and vast honour is paid to him and
he goes dressed in silk, and these English run after him like mad".[4]

Such adulation was short-lived, however, for over the next few months
the King's attention was occupied entirely by the Second Cornish
Uprising of 1497, led by Perkin Warbeck. Nevertheless, once Henry's
throne was secure he gave some more thought to Cabot. In December
1497 the explorer was awarded a pension of £20 per year and in
February 1498 he was given an additional patent to help him prepare a
second expedition.[33] In March and April the King also advanced a
number of loans to Lancelot Thirkill of London, Thomas Bradley and
John Cair, who were all to accompany Cabot's new expedition.[34] The
Great Chronicle of London reports that Cabot departed with a fleet of
five ships from Bristol at the beginning of May, one of which had been
prepared by the King. Some of the ships were said to be carrying merchandise, including cloth, caps, lace points and
other "trifles".[35] This implies that they hoped to engage in trade. The Spanish envoy in London reported in July that
one of the ships had been caught in a storm and been forced to land in Ireland, but the other ships had kept on their
way.[7]

Nothing more has been found (or at least published) that relates to this expedition and it has often been assumed
from this that Cabot's fleet was lost at sea. On the other hand, it has long been known that at least one of the men
who had been scheduled to accompany the expedition, Lancelot Thirkill of London, is recorded as living in London
in 1501.[36] More recently it has been revealed that Alwyn Ruddock apparently found evidence to suggest that Cabot
and his expedition returned to England in the Spring of 1500. She claimed that this followed an epic two-year
exploration of the east coast of North America, which took Cabot and his compatriots right down into the Spanish
territories in the Caribbean. Meanwhile, she suggested that a religious colony was established in Newfoundland by
Fr. Giovanni Antonio de Carbonariis and the other friars who accompanied the 1498 expedition. That Carbonariis
had accompanied the expedition has long been known and his missionary intent can be inferred from a rather
disparaging reference to him, by the Spanish Ambassador in London, as being "another Friar Buil", this being a
reference to Bernardo Buil, who accompanied Columbus on his 1493 expedition and celebrated the first mass in the
Americas. On the other hand, if Ruddock's belief that Carbonariis did establish a settlement in North America is
correct, this would certainly be the first Christian settlement on the continent, complete with the first (and only)
medieval church to be built there. It appears this church may have been named after San Giovanni a Carbonara in
Naples, which was the mother church of the "Carbonara", a group of reformed Augustinian friars.[37] A search to
find the evidence on which these claims rested is now being undertaken by The Cabot Project [38] at the University
of Bristol. The lead researchers on the project, Dr Evan Jones and Margaret Condon claim to have found further
evidence to support aspects of Ruddock's case, particularly in relation to the return of the 1498 expedition, with
documents having been located that appear to place John Cabot back in London by May 1500. The evidence for this
has, however, yet to be published.
Alwyn Ruddock also claimed that William Weston of Bristol, a supporter of Cabot, undertook an independent 
expedition to North America in 1499, sailing north from Newfoundland up to the Hudson Strait.[39] If correct, this 
was probably the first North West Passage expedition. That William Weston (who was not previously known to have
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been involved in the expeditions) did lead an expedition to the "new found land" in 1499 has now been
confirmed.[40]

Sebastian's voyage
John's son, Sebastian Cabot, later made at least one voyage to North America, looking for the hoped for Northwest
Passage (1508), as well as another to repeat Magellan's voyage around the world, but which instead ended up
looking for silver along the Río de la Plata (1525-8).

Reception and memorialisation
Examples of the memorialisation of John Cabot and his expeditions include:
• A 1762 painting of "Giovanni Caboto" on the walls of the Ducal Palace in Venice.[41]

• Cabot Tower in St. John's, Newfoundland, constructed in 1897 to commemorate the four-hundredth anniversary
of Cabot's voyage.

• Cabot Tower, in Bristol, England. This is a 30-metre tall red sandstone tower begun in 1897 to mark the 400th
anniversary of the landing. It is located on Brandon Hill near the city centre and was begun as a fraternal response
to the earlier decision of Newfoundland to construct their tower.

• The Giovanni Caboto Club, an Italian club located in Windsor, Ontario, established in 1925.[42]

• A 1952 statue of the explorer at the entrance to Bristol's Council House — albeit one that the city council decided
in 1956 to designate as a "symbolic figure of an Elizabethan seaman". This was despite the fact that the sculptor
Charles Wheeler exhibited the work in the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition of 1952 as "Number 1423, John
Cabot — sketch model for the statue on the New Council House, Bristol". In addition, it may be noted that the
figure is dressed in fifteenth-century clothing, has a fifteenth-century navigational instrument (astrolabe) hanging
from his belt and is clutching what is clearly meant to be John Cabot's letters patent. Despite all this, the Council
still "maintains that the statue does not represent the city's renowned explorer, John Cabot."[43] The reason for the
Council's "re-designation" of the statue is not recorded, but may be related to its decision to name the new council
house after Elizabeth II, who opened the building in April 1956.[44]

• John Cabot University is an American university established in 1972 in Rome, Italy.
• A 1985 bronze statue [45] of the explorer by Stephen Joyce, located on the Bristol Harbour side .
• A replica of the Matthew of Bristol built to commemorate the five-hundredth anniversary of the 1497 voyage.
• The scenic Cabot Trail in the Cape Breton Highlands is named after the explorer.
• John Cabot Academy is an independent school in Bristol.
• Cabot Ward is an electoral district in Bristol, albeit one that gets its name from Cabot Tower, which lies in the

ward, rather than directly from the explorer.
• Cabot Square in London and the smaller Cabot Square, Montreal.
• Cabot Circus, a shopping mall opened in Bristol in 2008 was named following a city-wide poll, thus

demonstrating the enduring popularity of the explorer in Bristol
• John Cabot Road in north Phoenix, Arizona.
• Cabot Street in St. John's Newfoundland.
• A bronze statue of the explorer is located at St. John's front of the Confederation Building.
• A bronze statue of the explorer is located at Cape Bonavista
• A second replica of the Matthew located at Cape Bonavista
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Sources
• Evan T. Jones, Alwyn Ruddock: John Cabot and the Discovery of America [46], Historical Research Vol 81, Issue

212 (2008), pp. 224–254. This 15,000-word article can be downloaded for free, courtesy of Wiley-Blackwell. It
provides the most up-to-date introduction to Cabot's life and voyages currently available.

• Evan T. Jones, Henry VII and the Bristol expeditions to North America: the Condon documents [47], Historical
Research, 27 Aug 2009. Also freely available from Wiley-Blackwell, this relates primarily to the 1499 voyage of
William Weston.

• J.A. Williamson, The Cabot Voyages and Bristol Discovery Under Henry VII (Hakluyt Society, Second Series,
No. 120, CUP, 1962). This is the essential source-book for those interested in researching Cabot and his voyages.
However, it does not contain reference to any of the documents that have been unearthed since 1962 in the Italian,
Spanish and English archives.

• R. A. Skelton, "CABOT (Caboto), JOHN (Giovanni)" [48], Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online (1966). A
short and sensible introduction from a good scholar, which is freely available online. However, it is quite dated.

• H.P. Biggar (ed.), The Precursors of Jacques Cartier, 1497-1534: a collection of documents relating to the early
history of the dominion of Canada (Ottawa, 1911). Remains a useful addition to Williamson, in that it contains
transcriptions of many of the original documents in their original languages - i.e. Latin, Spanish and Italian.

• O. Hartig, "John and Sebastian Cabot" [49], The Catholic Encyclopedia (1908). Freely available but very dated.
• P D'Epiro, M.D. Pinkowish, "Sprezzatura: 50 ways Italian genius shaped the world" 1st Anchor Book Edition,

later printing edition Oct 2 2001), pp. 179–180.

External links
• The Cabot Project [38]. A research project at University of Bristol
• Watch the documentary John Cabot: A Man of the Renaissance at NFB.ca [50]
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Norumbega

Part of Abraham Ortelius atlas from 1570, showing "Norvmbega" among
other more or less mythical names for various areas (as well as several

phantom islands).

Norumbega (or Norumbègue, Nurumbega, etc)
was a legendary settlement in northeastern North
America, inextricably connected with attempts to
demonstrate Viking incursions in New
England.[1] [2] [3] Like Cathay, it was a
semi-legendary place name used to fill a gap in
existing geographical knowledge.

An early reference was that of the French
navigator Jean Allefonsce (1542) who reported
that he had coasted south from Newfoundland
and had discovered a great river. "The river is
more than 40 leagues wide at its entrance and
retains its width some thirty or forty leagues. It is
full of Islands, which stretch some ten or twelve
leagues into the sea. ... Fifteen leagues within
this river there is a town called Norombega, with clever inhabitants, who trade in furs of all sorts; the town folk are
dressed in furs, wearing sable. ... The people use many words which sound like Latin. They worship the sun. They
are tall and handsome in form. The land of Norombega lie high and is well situated."[4]

It often appeared on European maps of North America, lying south of Acadia somewhere in what is now New
England. Norumbega was thought to be a large, rich Native city, and by extension the region surrounding it. The
name connoted a romantic antiquity that New England appeared to lack: in 1886 Joseph Stearns, the inventor of the
duplex telegraphy system, built his "Norumbega Castle", which still stands in Camden, Maine.
Some 19th century antiquarians identified Bangor, Maine as the site of Norumbega, citing "some antiquarians".[5]

The Greek Revival style "Norumbega Hall", a venue for public meetings and lectures, stood in the center of the city
until destroyed in the Great Fire of 1911.
In the late 19th century, Eben Norton Horsford linked the name and legend of Norumbega to sites in the Cambridge,
Massachusetts area, and built the Norumbega Tower at the confluence of Stony Brook and the Charles River, where
he believed Fort Norumbega was located (see the Horsford article for more on his claims). In honor of Horsford's
generous donations to Wellesley College, a building named Norumbega Hall was dedicated in 1886 and celebrated
by a poem by John Greenleaf Whittier.[6]

The word "Norumbega" was originally spelled Oranbega in Girolamo da Verrazzano's 1529 map of America, and
the word is believed to derive from one of the Algonquian languages spoken in New England. It is often cited as
meaning "quiet place between the rapids" or "quiet stretch of water".

External links
• davistownmuseum.org: The Davistown Museum, special-topic bibliographies: Bibliography of Pre-Columbian

visitors to North America: The Ancient Dominions of Maine Norumbega Reconsidered and the Wawenoc
Diaspora....The Myths of Norumbega [7] Quote: "...The European Discovery of America: The Northern Voyages
debunks the 19th century assertion of Norumbega as a Viking name and is the foremost among many historians
who assert it is entirely a myth. "Norumbega, apart from the name, which means 'quiet place between two rapids'
in Algonkin, was wholly created by European imagination." (pg. 464)..."

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abraham_Ortelius
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:NorthEastAmericaOrtelius1570.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Viking
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cathay
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jean_Allefonsce
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Acadia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Camden%2C_Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bangor%2C_Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Maine
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Great_Fire_of_1911
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eben_Norton_Horsford
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cambridge%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cambridge%2C_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norumbega_Tower
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stony_Brook_%28Waltham%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charles_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eben_Norton_Horsford%23Vikings
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wellesley_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Greenleaf_Whittier
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Girolamo_da_Verrazzano
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Algonquian_languages
http://www.davistownmuseum.org/TDMnativeAm.htm#Myth


Norumbega 129

• nsexplore.ca: The Defences of Norumbega. Professor [[Eben Norton Horsford|Dr Eben Norton Horsford [8]].
1891] Quote: "...was written to advance the view of the author that Norse emigrants from the Greenland colony
had founded a settlement near Boston, Massachusetts, dating from the beginning of the 11th century...The book
itself has been scanned and made available as a sequence of images..."

• 30-Apr-2002, The Straight Dope: Did Leif Erikson once live in Cambridge, Massachusetts? [9] Quote: "...Around
the intersection of Memorial Drive and Mt. Auburn St. there is a granite plaque in the ground, with the following:
"On this spot in the year 1000 Lief Erikson built his house in Vinland."...Horsford did a little digging (literally)
and found some buried artifacts that he claimed were Norse. On the spot he built the memorial you saw. He didn't
stop there..."

• "Vikings on the Charles" [10]

Further reading
• DeCosta, B.F. 1890. Ancient Norumbega, or the voyages of Simon Ferdinando and John Walker to the Penobscot

River, 1579-1580. Joel Munsell's Sons, Albany, NY
• R. H. Ramsay, 1972. No Longer on the Map'
• Baker, Emerson W., Churchill, Edwin A., D'Abate, Richard S., Jones, Kristine L., Konrad, Victor A. and Prins,

Harald E.L., editors, 1994. American beginnings: Exploration, culture, and cartography in the land of
Norumbega (University of Nebraska Press)

• Diamond, Sigmund. (April 1951). "Norumbega: New England xanadu" in The American Neptune vol. 11.
pp. 95–107.

• 1941 edition of the Columbia Encyclopedia

See also
• Norumbega Park, a park in Newton, Massachusetts established opposite Horsford's Norumbega Tower.
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Virginia Company of London

Seal of the Virginia Company of London

The London Company (also called the Charter of the Virginia
Company of London) was an English joint stock company established
by royal charter by James I of England on October 26, 1606 with the
purpose of establishing colonial settlements in North America. It was
not founded as a joint stock company, but became one of the England
colony.. It was one of two such as English colony, in 1610.

The territory granted to the London Company included the coast of
North America from the 34th parallel (Cape Fear) north to the 41st
parallel (in Long Island Sound), but being part of the Virginia
Company and Colony, the London Company owned a large portion of Atlantic and Inland Canada. The company
was permitted by its charter to establish a 100-square-mile (260 km2) settlement within this area. The portion of the
company's territory north of the 38th parallel was shared with the Plymouth Company, with the stipulation that
neither company found a colony within 100 miles (161 km) of each other.

The London Company made landfall on April 26, 1607 at the southern edge of the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay,
which they named Cape Henry, in present day Virginia Beach. Deciding to move the encampment, on May 24, 1607
they established the Jamestown Settlement on the James River about 40 miles (64 km) upstream from the mouth of
the Chesapeake Bay. Later in 1607, the Plymouth Company established its Popham Colony in present day Maine,
but it was abandoned after about a year. By 1609, the Plymouth Company had dissolved. As a result, the charter for
the London Company was adjusted with a new grant that extended from "sea to sea" of the previously-shared area
between the 34th and 40th parallel. It was amended in 1612 to include the new territory of Bermuda.
The London Company struggled financially for a number of years, with results improving after sweeter strains of
tobacco than the native variety were cultivated and successfully exported from Virginia as a cash crop beginning in
1612. In 1624, the company lost its charter, and Virginia became a royal colony.
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History

"The Generall Historie of Virginia, New-England, and the
Summer Isles", by Capt. John Smith

The business of the company was the settlement of the
Virginia colony using, as the labor force, voluntary
transportees under the customary indenture system
whereby in exchange for seven years of labor for the
company, the company provided passage, food,
protection and land ownership.

In December 1606, the Virginia Company's three ships,
containing 144 men and boys (40 died during the
voyage), set sail from Blackwall, London. After an
unusually long voyage of 144 days, they made landfall on
April 26, 1607 at the southern edge of the mouth of the
Chesapeake Bay, which they named Cape Henry. At the
bay, they were attacked by Native Americans who
pushed the settlers North. On May 14, 1607, these first
settlers selected the site of Jamestown Island as the place
to build their fort.

In addition to survival, the early colonists had another
pressing mission: to make a profit for the owners of the
Virginia Company. Although the settlers were
disappointed that gold did not wash up on the beach and
gems did not grow in the trees, they realized there was
great potential for wealth of other kinds in their new
home. Early industries, such as glass manufacture, pitch
and tar production and beer and wine making took
advantage of natural resources and the land's fertility.

From the outset it was thought that the abundance of timber would be the primary leg of the economy, as Britain's
forests had long been felled. The seemingly inexhaustible supply of cheap American timber was to be the primary
enabler of England's (and then Britain's) rise to maritime (merchant and naval) supremacy. However, the settlers
could not devote as much time as the Virginia Company would have liked to their financial responsibilities. They
were too busy trying to survive.
Within the three-sided fort erected on the banks of the James, the settlers quickly discovered that they were, first and
foremost, employees of the Virginia Company of London, following instructions of the men appointed by the
Company to rule them. In exchange, the laborers were armed and received clothes and food from the common store.
After seven years, they were to receive land of their own. The gentlemen, who provided their own armor and
weapons, were to be paid in land, dividends or additional shares of stock.
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The 1606 grants by James I to the London and
Plymouth companies. The overlapping area

(yellow) was granted to both companies on the
stipulation that neither found a settlement within
100 miles (160 km) of each other. The location of
the Jamestown Settlement is shown by "J"; other
early settlements, Québec, Port-Royal, Popham,

and Saint Augustine, are also shown

Initially, the colonists were governed by a president and seven-member
council selected by the King. Leadership problems quickly erupted and
Jamestown's first two leaders coped with varying degrees of success
with sickness, Indian assaults, poor food and water supplies and class
strife.
When Captain John Smith became Virginia's third president, he proved
the strong leader that the colony needed. Industry flourished and
relations with Chief Powhatan's people improved. In 1609, the Virginia
Company received its Second Charter, which allowed the Company to
choose its new governor from amongst its shareholders. Investment
boomed as the Company launched an intensive recruitment campaign.
Over 600 colonists set sail for Virginia between March 1608 and
March 1609.

Unfortunately for these new settlers, Sir Mr. Scrandy Virginia's deputy
governor, bound for the colony aboard the Sea Venture, was
shipwrecked in Bermuda, along with the Admiral of the Company, Sir
George Somers, Captain Newport, and 147 other settlers and seamen.
When Gates arrived to take up his new post in 1610, with most of the
survivors of the Sea Venture (on two new ships built in Bermuda, the
Deliverance and the Patience) he found only 60 of the original 214
colonists had survived the infamous "Starving Time" of 1609–1610[1] ,
and most of these were dying or ill. Despite the abundance of food they
had brought from Bermuda (which had necessitated the building of two
ships), it was clear the colony did not have the means for survival. The
survivors of Jamestown were taken aboard the Deliverance and the
Patience, and the colony was abandoned. It was intended to return
everyone to England, but the fortuitous arrival of another relief fleet,
bearing Governor Lord De la Warre, granted Jamestown a reprieve. All the settlers were put ashore again , and Sir
George Somers returned to Bermuda aboard the Patience to obtain more food (Somers died there, and his nephew,
Matthew Somers, the captain of the Patience, took the vessel to Lyme Regis, instead, to claim his inheritance).

When news of Virginia's woeful state reached London, the result was predictable: financial catastrophe for the
Company. Many new subscribers reneged payment on their shares, and the Company became entangled in dozens of
court cases. On top of these losses, the Company was forced to incur further debt when it sent hundreds more
colonists to Virginia.
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The 1608 grant to the Virginia Company of
London "from sea to sea" is shown demarcated in

red. The later grant to the Plymouth Council of
New England is shown in green.

There was little to counter this crushing debt. No gold had been found in Virginia; trading commodities produced by
exploitation of the raw materials found in the New World were minimal. Attempts at producing glass, pitch, tar and
potash had been barely profitable, and such commodities could be had far more cheaply on the other side of the
Atlantic.
Increasingly bad publicity, political infighting and financial woes led the Virginia Company to organize a massive
advertising campaign. The Company plastered street corners with tempting broadsheets, published persuasive
articles, and even convinced the clergy to preach of the virtues of supporting colonization. Before the Company was
dissolved, it would publish twenty-seven books and pamphlets promoting the Virginia venture.
To make shares more marketable, the Virginia Company changed its sales pitch. Instead of promising instant returns
and vast profits for investors, the Company exploited patriotic sentiment and national pride. A stockholder was
assured that his purchase of shares would help build the might of England, to make her the power she deserved to be.
The heathen natives would be converted to the proper form of Christianity, the Church of England. People out of
work could find employment in the New World. The standard of living would increase across the nation. How could
any good, patriotic Englishman resist?
The English rose to the bait. The gentry wished to win favor by proving their loyalty to the crown. The growing
middle class also saw stock purchasing as a way to better itself. But the news was not all good. Although the
population of Jamestown rose, high settler mortality kept profits unstable. By 1612, the Company's debts had soared
to over £1000.
A third charter provided a short-term resolution to the Virginia Company's problems. The Company was permitted to
run a lottery as a fundraising venture. Other attractive features of the charter allowed Virginia's assembly to act as
the colony's legislature and also added 300 leagues of ocean to the colony's holdings, which would include Bermuda
(sometimes known as Virgineola) as part of Virginia. But the colony was still on shaky ground until John Rolfe's
successful experiment with tobacco as a cash crop provided a way to recoup financially.
Unfortunately, by 1616, the Virginia Company suffered further adversity. The original settlers were owed their land 
and stock shares; initial investors at home were owed their dividends. The Company was forced to renege on its cash 
promises, instead distributing 50 acre (200,000 m²) lots in payment. The next year, the Company instituted the
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headright system, a way to bring more settlers to Virginia. Investors and residents were able to acquire land in
paying the passage of new settlers. In most cases, these newcomers spent a period of time in servitude on the
investor's land. Edwin Sandys, a leading force in the Virginia Company, strongly supported the headright system, for
his goal was a permanent colony which would enlarge British territory, relieve the nation's overpopulation, and
expand the market for English goods. Sir Thomas Smythe, as the Company's Treasurer, had a different dream: the
Virginia Company's mission was to trade and to make a profit.

Saint George's town, in the Islands of Bermuda, or The Somers Isles, was founded
by the Virginia Company in 1612, following the wrecking of the Company's

flagship, the Sea Venture, in Bermuda in 1609 during the Third Supply to
Jamestown. A second company, the Somers Isles Company, was formed by the
same shareholders, and managed Bermuda independently from 1615 until 1684.

In the end, it was Sandys' vision which
prevailed. When he became Treasurer of the
Company in 1619, he moved forward to
populate the colony and earn a protective
status for the tobacco crop which had
become the cash crop of Virginia. At the
same time, he urged colonists to diversify
their plantings and thus become less reliant
on only one staple. The colonists ignored
this advice, to their later dismay.

In 1619, the Company issued a grant to one
John Wincob, which was originally to be
used by the English Separatist Pilgrims for
settling in the New World. (It was
abandoned by the Pilgrims when they
instead decided to use a grant issued by the
Company to their financial backers. Since
their crossing on the Mayflower landed
them in what is now New England, beyond
the lands controlled by the Company, this grant was also effectively abandoned.)[2]

In 1621, the Company was in trouble; unpaid dividends and increased use of lotteries had made future investors
wary. The Company debt was now over £9000. Worried Virginians were hardly reassured by the advice of pragmatic
Treasurer Sandys, who warned that the Company "cannot wish you to rely on anything but yourselves." In March
1622, the Company's and the colony's situation went from dire to disastrous when the Powhatan Indians staged an
uprising which wiped out a quarter of the European population of Virginia. When a fourth charter, severely reducing
the Company's ability to make decisions in the governing of Virginia, was proposed by the Crown, subscribers
rejected it. King James I forthwith changed the status of Virginia in 1624. Virginia was now a royal colony to be
administered by a governor appointed by the King. The Virginia Assembly finally received royal approval, in 1627,
and this form of government, with governor and assembly, would oversee the colony of Virginia until 1776,
excepting only the years of the English Commonwealth.

Bermuda had been separated, in 1614, when the Crown briefly took over its administration. In 1615, the shareholders
of the Virginia Company created a new company, the Somers Isles Company, which continued to operate Bermuda,
subsequently, also known officially as The Somers Isles (for the Admiral of the Virginia Company, Sir George
Somers) until it, too, was dissolved in 1684.
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Native American relationships
The instructions issued to Sir Thomas Gates, on November 20, called for a forcible conversion of Native Americans
to Anglicanism and subordination to the colonial administration. The records of the company record a discussion
during one of their first meetings about publishing a justification of their business enterprise methods to "give
adventurers, a clearness and satisfaction, for the justice of the action, and so encourage them". Others opposed this,
arguing that "there is much a confession in every apology" and called for "quietness and no doubting" not wanting to
create a public debate where Catholics and neutrals might attack them. Whereas Catholic arguments would be in
support of Spanish legal claims to the New World under the Treaty of Tordesillas, it was feared that the neutral
"pen-adversaries" might "cast scruples into our conscience" by criticising the lawfulness of the plantation. It was
decided to forego such a publication of a justification.
However, in 1608, Sir Edward Coke, in his capacity as Lord Chief Justice, offered a ruling in Calvin's Case which
went beyond the issue at hand: whether a Scotsman could seek justice at an English Court. Coke distinguished
between aliens from nations at war with England and friendly aliens, those from nations in league with England.
Friendly aliens could have recourse to English courts. But he also ruled that with "all infidels" (i.e. those from
non-Christian nations) there could be no peace, and a state of perpetual hostility would exist between them and
Christians.
In 1609, the company issued instructions to kidnap Native American children so as to indoctrinate them with English
values and religion. These instructions also sanctioned attacking the Iniocasoockes, the cultural leaders of the local
Powhatans. However, it was only when Thomas West, 3rd Baron De La Warr, arrived, in 1610, that the Company
was able to commence a war against the Powhatan with the First Anglo-Powhatan War. De La Warr was replaced by
Sir Thomas Dale, who continued the war. It was during this period that Pocahontas married John Rolfe.
The military offensive was accompanied by a propaganda war: Alderman Robert Johnson published Nova Britannia,
in 1609, which compared Native Americans to wild animals--"heardes of deere in a forest". While it portrayed the
Powhatans as peace loving, it nevertheless threatened to deal with any who resisted conversion to Anglicanism as
enemies of 'their' country. (Johnson was the son-in-law of Sir Thomas Smith, leader of one of the court factions
within the Company in London.)
In 1644, the Second Anglo-Powhatan War erupted. Its origins are disputed. English apologists for the company say
that Opchanacanough initiated the war. Native American apologist Robert Williams, a contemporary Native
American Law Professor, argues that Opchanacanough had secured concessions from Governor Yeardley which the
company would not accept. Thus, Opchanacanough's attack, on April 18, 1644, may have been a pre-emptive
attempt to defeat the colony before reinforcements arrived. In about a day, 350 out of 1,240 colonists were killed,
and some outlying settlements were wiped out. The Virginia Company quickly published an account of this attack
which was steeped in Calvinist theology—the massacre was the work of Providence in that it gave a justification for
the complete genocide of the Powhatans, and the building of settlements on their former towns. New orders called
for a "perpetual war without peace or truce" "to root out from being any longer a people, so cursed a nation,
ungrateful to all benefitte, and incapable of all goodnesses."
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Jamestown Settlement

Recreated Powhatan village at the Jamestown
Settlement

The Jamestown Settlement Colony was the first successful English
settlement on the mainland of North America.[1] Named for King
James I of England, Jamestown was founded in the Colony of Virginia
on May 14, 1607. In modern times, "Jamestown Settlement" is also a
promotional name used by the Commonwealth of Virginia's portion of
the historical attractions at Jamestown. It is adjacent and
complementary to the Historic Jamestowne on Jamestown Island
which is the actual historic site where the first settlers landed and lived
that is run by the National Park Service and Preservation Virginia.

Jamestown was founded for the purposes of a quick profit from gold
mining for its investors while also establishing a permanent foothold in
North America for England.[2] Jamestown followed no fewer than eighteen earlier failed attempts at European
colonization of the North American mainland, including the famous "Lost Colony"[3] at Roanoke Island in what is
now Dare County, North Carolina. Other successful colonies in North America were in Spanish dominions such as
New Spain, New Mexico, and Spanish Florida.

The original settlement

Map in Marker in Puerto Rico which traces the routes
taken by the Godspeed, Susan Le Constant and the

Discovery and which commemorates their stopping in
Puerto Rico from April 5–10, 1607 on their way to

Virginia.

Although Spain and Portugal moved quickly to establish a
presence in the New World, other European countries moved more
slowly. Not until many decades after the explorations of John
Cabot did the English attempt to found colonies. Early efforts were
failures, most notably the Roanoke Colony, which vanished about
1590.

Late in 1606, English entrepreneurs set sail with a charter from the
Virginia Company of London to establish a colony in the New
World. After a particularly long voyage of five months duration,
the three ships, named Susan Constant, Discovery, and Godspeed,
under Captain Christopher Newport, made landfall in May 1607 at
a place they named Cape Henry. Under the first settlement orders
to select a more secure location, they set about exploring what is
now Hampton Roads and a Chesapeake Bay outlet they named the
James River in honor of their king, James I of England.[4] On
April 26, 1607, Captain Edward Maria Wingfield, elected
president of the governing council the day before, selected
Jamestown Island on the James River, some 40 miles (67
kilometers) inland from the Atlantic Ocean, as a prime location for
a fortified settlement. The island was surrounded by deep water,
making it a navigable and defensible strategic point. However, the
island was swampy, isolated, offered limited space and was plagued by mosquitoes and brackish tidal river water
unsuitable for drinking. In addition to the malarial swamp the settlers arrived too late in the year to get crops
planted.[5] Many in the group were gentlemen unused to work, or their manservants, equally unaccustomed to the
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hard labor demanded by the harsh task of carving out a viable colony.[5] In a few months, fifty-one of the party were
dead; some of the survivors were deserting to the Indians whose land they had invaded.[5] In the "starving time" of
1609 - 1610,the Jamestown settlers were in even worse straits. Only 61 of the 500 colonists survived the period.[5]

Perhaps the best thing about it from an English point of view was that it was not inhabited by nearby Virginia
Indian[6] tribes, who regarded the site as too poor and remote for agriculture.

Thereon we set our grapnel ahalt , since after deciding afore on which plaise to stay on, hereunto ´tis, a plaise
far of prying Spanish barques or spies, and by whereof in wough the badliest salvages get us not, and a plaise
with the goodliest sylvasters of cedar and sassafra, and also ineof with strawberryes four tyempes bigger and
better than oures in England. What a greatlyest and moste god-blessed day this be.
—George Percy, a sailor onboard the Godspeed

While no Virginia Indians inhabited the area of the settlement, there were an estimated 14,000 people in the
surrounding Chesapeake area who spoke an Algonquian language sub-group. They came to be known as the
Powhatan Confederacy, after the name the colonists called their powerful chief, Wahunsenacawh, and lived in
several dozen self-governing communities.
Wahunsenacawh initially welcomed the settlers and attempted to form an alliance with them to take over some of the
surrounding communities which he did not yet control, and to obtain new supplies of metal tools and weapons.
However, relations quickly deteriorated and led to conflict. The resulting war lasted until the English captured his
daughter Matoaka, later nicknamed Pocahontas, after which the chief accepted a treaty of peace.
Despite the inspired leadership of Captain John Smith early on, most of the colonists and their replacements died
within the first five years. Two-thirds of the settlers died before arriving ships brought supplies and experts from
Poland and Germany in the next year, 1608,[7] who would help to establish the first factories in the colony. As a
result, glassware became the first American product to be exported to Europe. After Smith was forced to return to
England due to an explosion during a trading expedition[8] the colony was led by George Percy, who proved
incompetent in negotiating with the native tribes. During what became known as the "Starving Time" in 1609–1610,
over 80% of the colonists perished, and the island was briefly abandoned that spring.[9] However, on June 10, 1610,
retreating settlers were intercepted a few miles downriver by a supply mission from London headed by a new
governor, Lord De La Warr, who brought much-needed supplies and additional settlers. Lord De La Warr's ship was
named The Deliverance. The settlers called this The Day of Providence, and the state of Delaware was eventually
named after the timely governor. Fortuitously, among the colonists inspired to remain was John Rolfe, who carried
with him a cache of untested new tobacco seeds from the Caribbean. (His first wife and their young son had already
died in Bermuda, after being shipwrecked on the island during the voyage from England.)
Due to the aristocratic backgrounds of many of the new colonists, a historic drought and the communal nature of
their work load, progress through the first few years was inconsistent, at best. By 1613, six years after Jamestown's
founding, the organizers and shareholders of the Virginia Land Company were desperate to increase the efficiency
and profitability of the struggling colony. Without stockholder consent, Governor Dale assigned 3-acre (12000 m2)
plots to its "ancient planters" and smaller plots to the settlement's later arrivals. Measurable economic progress was
made, and the settlers began expanding their planting to land belonging to local native tribes. That this turnaround
coincided with the end of a drought that had begun the year before the settlers arrival probably indicates multiple
factors were involved besides the colonists' aptitude.[10]

The following year, 1614, John Rolfe began to successfully harvest tobacco.[11] Prosperous and wealthy, he married
Pocahontas, daughter of Chief Powhatan, bringing several years of peace between the settlers and natives.[12]

(Through their son, Thomas Rolfe, many of the First Families of Virginia trace both Virginia Indian and English
roots.) However, at the end of a public relations trip to England, Pocahontas became sick and died in 1617.[13] The
following year, her father also died. As the settlers continued to leverage more land for tobacco farming, relations
with the natives worsened. Powhatan's brother, a fierce warrior named Opchanacanough, became head of the
Powhatan Confederacy.
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In 1619, the first representative assembly in America convened in a Jamestown church, "to establish one equal and
uniform government over all Virginia" which would provide "just laws for the happy guiding and governing of the
people there inhabiting." This became known as the House of Burgesses (forerunner of the Virginia General
Assembly, which last met in Jamestown in January, 2007). Individual land ownership was also instituted, and the
colony was divided into four large "boroughs" or "incorporations" called "citties" (sic) by the colonists. Jamestown
was located in James Cittie. Initially only men of English origin were permitted to vote. The Polish artisans protested
and refused to work if not allowed to vote. On July 12, the court granted the Poles equal voting rights.[14]

After several years of strained coexistence, Chief Opchanacanough and his Powhatan Confederacy attempted to
eliminate the English colony once and for all. On the morning of March 22, 1622, they attacked outlying plantations
and communities up and down the James River in what became known as the Indian Massacre of 1622. The attack
killed over 300 settlers, about a third of the English-speaking population. This event is often incorrectly reported to
have occurred on a Good Friday. Sir Thomas Dale's progressive development at Henricus, which was to feature a
college to educate the natives, and Wolstenholme Towne at Martin's Hundred, were both essentially wiped out.
Jamestown was spared only through a timely warning by a Virginia Indian employee. There was not enough time to
spread the word to the outposts.
Despite such setbacks, the colony continued to grow. Of 6000 people that came to the settlement between
1608–1624, only 3400 survived.[10] In 1624, King James revoked the Virginia Company's charter, and Virginia
became a royal colony. Ten years later, in 1634, by order of King Charles I, the colony was divided into the original
eight shires of Virginia (or counties), in a fashion similar to that practiced in England. Jamestown was now located in
James City Shire, soon renamed the "County of James City", better-known in modern times as James City County,
Virginia, the nation's oldest county.
Another large-scale "Indian attack" occurred in 1644. In 1646 Opchanacanough was captured and while in custody
an English guard shot him in the back-against orders-and killed him, and the Powhatan Confederacy began to
decline. Opechancanough's successor then signed the first peace treaties between the Powhatan Indians and the
English. The treaties required the Powhatan to pay yearly tribute payment to the English and confined them to
reservations.[15]

A generation later, during Bacon's Rebellion in 1676, Jamestown was burned, eventually to be rebuilt. During its
recovery, the Virginia legislature met first at Governor William Berkeley's nearby Green Spring Plantation, and later
at Middle Plantation, which had been started in 1632 as a fortified community inland on the Virginia Peninsula.
When the statehouse burned again in 1698, this time accidentally, the legislature again temporarily relocated to
Middle Plantation, and was able to meet in the new facilities of the College of William and Mary, which had been
established after receiving a royal charter in 1693. Rather than rebuilding at Jamestown again, the capital of the
colony was moved permanently to Middle Plantation in 1699. The town was soon renamed Williamsburg, to honor
the reigning monarch, King William III. A new Capitol building and "Governor's Palace" were erected there in the
following years.

As rural outpost
Originally, the first people of Jamestown were reluctant to work, as they were used to sharing what little labor there
was to be had back in England. This was until Captain John Smith ordered that if the people did not do their share of
work, then they would not get their food (for that day at least).
Early on in Jamestown's history, there was no known method of purifying the river water they drank, and many
settlers unwittingly died from resulting diseases.
By the early 18th century, Jamestown was in decline, eventually reverting to a few scattered farms, the period of
occupied settlement essentially over.
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During the American Revolution, a military post was set up on the island to exchange American and British soldiers.
During the American Civil War, Confederate soldiers created a fort near the town church in 1861, but it later fell to
Union troops.

As historical site

View of Historic Jamestowne,[16] which is on
Jamestown Island, today looking toward the

statue of John Smith which was erected in 1909.
The Jamestown Church Tower, circa 1639, is in
the left background (the church behind the tower

was built in 1907).[17]

Late in the 19th century, Jamestown became the focus of renewed
historical interest and efforts at preservation. In 1893, a portion of the
island was donated to the Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities (APVA) for that purpose. A seawall was constructed,
which preserved the site where the remains of the original "James Fort"
were to be discovered by archaeologists of the Jamestown Rediscovery
project beginning in 1994, a century later.

In 1907, the Jamestown Exposition to celebrate the settlement's 300th
anniversary was held at a more convenient location at Sewell's Point,
near Norfolk. By the 1930s, all of the island was under protective
ownership, and the Colonial National Historical Park was created by
the National Park Service.

In 1957, the Jamestown Festival, a celebration of its 350th anniversary,
was held at the original site (and nearby). The renovated "settlement"
now linked by the bucolic Colonial Parkway with the other two points of Virginia's Historic Triangle, Colonial
Williamsburg, and Yorktown, the festival was a great success. Tourism became continuous after 1957. Jamestown is
also known as the city of lost dreams/hope. It is referred to as this because of the Pocahontas and John Smith bond.
This bond may have disappeared because John Smith left, although there is much controversy over this subject.

In the 21st century

The stern of the replicated Susan Constant, which is at
port in Jamestown Settlement.

The name "Jamestown Settlement" currently is used to describe
the Commonwealth of Virginia's state-sponsored attraction, which
began in 1957 as Jamestown Festival Park, created for the 350th
anniversary of the original settlement. The actual location of the
1607 fort was thought to be underwater (until it was found through
archaeology in 1994), so officials built this attraction near the
entrance to Jamestown Island. It includes a recreated English Fort
and Powhatan Indian Village,[18] extensive indoor and outdoor
displays, and features three popular replicas of the original settler's
ships. It was greatly expanded early in the 21st century.

On Jamestown Island itself, the National Park Service and
Preservation Virginia operate Historic Jamestowne. Over a

million artifacts have been recovered by the Jamestown Rediscovery project with ongoing archaeological work,
including a number of exciting recent discoveries.
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Obverse of silver dollar, the
"Three Faces of Diversity" of

Jamestown.

Early in the 21st century, in preparation for the upcoming Jamestown 2007 event
commemorating America's 400th Anniversary, new accommodations, transportation
facilities and attractions were planned. The celebration began in the Spring of 2006
with the sailing of a new replica.

Jamestown is also the subject of two United States commemorative coins celebrating
the 400th anniversary of its settlement. A silver dollar and a gold five dollar coin were
issued in 2007. Surcharges from the sale of the coin were donated to
Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Secretary of
the Interior and the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities to support
programs that promote the understanding of the legacies of Jamestown.

In film
• Jamestown is portrayed in the Walt Disney production of Pocahontas, the story of a young woman who meets

captain John Smith when colonists come to indian land, in search of gold. She is said to have prevented the
execution of captain John Smith in 1607.

• A feature length film, The New World, was released in 2005; it covers the story of Jamestown's colonization.
Although historically accurate in many ways, the plot focuses on a dramatized relationship between John Smith,
played by Colin Farrell, and Pocahontas (Q'Orianka Kilcher). Many scenes were filmed on location nearby the
James and Chickahominy Rivers and at Henricus Historical Park in Chesterfield County, Virginia.

See also
• Historic Jamestowne
• History of the Jamestown Settlement (1607–1699)
• Jamestown, Virginia
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External links
• Jamestown Settlement Official Webpage [19]

• Jamestown 1607 website [20]

• Historic Jamestowne website [21]

• National Geographic Magazine Jamestown Interactive [22]

• Virtual Jamestown Essays [23]

• Jamestown records on The UK National Archives' website. [24]

Geographical coordinates: 37°12′37″N 76°46′47″W
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New Amsterdam

Drawing of New Amsterdam from 1648, found in 1991 in Vienna's Albertina, is probably
the oldest image to date

New Netherland series

Exploration

Fortifications:

• Fort Amsterdam • Fort Casimir
• Fort Nassau (North) • Fort Altena
• Fort Orange • Fort Wilhelmus
• Fort Nassau (South) • Fort Beversreede
• Fort Goede Hoop • Fort Nya Korsholm
• De Wal • De Rondout

Settlements:

• Noten Eylandt • Colen Donck
• New Amsterdam • Greenwich
• Rensselaerswyck • Heemstede
• New Haarlem • Rustdorp
• Noortwyck • Gravesende
• Beverwyck • Breuckelen
• Wiltwyck • New Amersfoort
• Bergen • Midwout
• Pavonia • New Utrecht
• Vriessendael • Boswyck
• Achter Col • Swaanendael
• Vlissingen • New Amstel
• Oude Dorpe • Nieuw Dorp

The Patroon System
Charter of Freedoms and Exemptions

Directors of New Netherland:
Cornelius Jacobsen May (1620-25)

Willem Verhulst (1625-26)
Peter Minuit (1626-32)

Sebastiaen Jansen Krol(1632-33)
Wouter van Twiller (1633-38)

Willem Kieft (1638-47)
Peter Stuyvesant (1647-64)
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People of New Netherland
New Netherlander

Twelve Men
Eight Men

Flushing Remonstrance

New Amsterdam (Dutch: Nieuw-Amsterdam) was a 17th-century Dutch colonial settlement that served as the capital
of New Netherland. It later became New York City.
The town, outside of Fort Amsterdam on Manhattan Island in the New Netherland territory (1614–1674), was
situated between 38 and 42 degrees latitude of the Dutch Republic as of 1624. Provincial possession of the territory
was accomplished with the first settlement, established on Governors Island in 1624. A year later in 1625,
construction of a citadel comprising Fort Amsterdam was commenced on the southern tip of nearby Manhattan
Island and the first settlers were moved there from Governors Island.[1]

By 1609, the harbor and the river had been discovered, explored and charted by an expedition of the Dutch East
India Company captained by Henry Hudson when he first sailed by what is now Manhattan[2] . From 1611 through
1614, the territory was surveyed and charted by private commercial companies on behalf of the States General of the
Dutch Republic and operated commercially before it became a provincial entity in 1624.
The town was founded in 1625 by Willem Verhulst who, together with his council, selected Manhattan Island as the
optimal place for permanent settlement by the Dutch West India Company. That year, military engineer and surveyor
Krijn Frederiksz laid out a citadel with Fort Amsterdam as its centerpiece. To secure the settlers' property and its
surroundings according to Dutch law, Peter Minuit created a deed with the Manhattan Indians in 1626 which
signified legal possession of Manhattan. He was appointed New Netherland's third director by the local council after
Willem Verhulst returned home in November 1626.
The city, situated on the strategic, fortifiable southern tip of the island of Manhattan was to maintain New
Netherland's provincial integrity by defending river access to the company's fur trade operations in the North River,
later named Hudson River. Furthermore, it was entrusted to safeguard the West India Company's exclusive access to
New Netherland's other two estuaries; the Delaware River and the Connecticut River. Fort Amsterdam was
designated the capital of the province in 1625 and developed into the largest Dutch colonial settlement of the New
Netherland province, now the New York Tri-State Region, and remained a Dutch possession until September 1664,
when it fell provisionally and temporarily into the hands of the English.
The Dutch Republic regained it in August 1673 with a fleet of 21 ships, renaming the city "New Orange". New
Netherland was ceded permanently to the English in November 1674 by treaty.
The 1625 date of the founding of New Amsterdam is now commemorated in the official Seal of New York City
(formerly, the year on the seal was 1664, the year of the provisional Articles of Transfer, ensuring New
Netherlanders that they "shall keep and enjoy the liberty of their consciences in religion", negotiated with the English
by Petrus Stuyvesant and his council).
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History

A map of the Hudson River Valley c. 1635
(North is to the right)

Early Settlement (1609–1625)

The first recorded exploration by the Dutch of the area around what is
now called New York Bay was in 1609 with the voyage of the ship
Halve Maen or "Half Moon", captained by Henry Hudson, in the
service of the Dutch Republic, as the emissary of Holland's stadholder
Maurits. Hudson named the river the Mauritius River and was covertly
attempting to find the Northwest Passage for the Dutch East India
Company. Instead, he brought back news about the possibility of
exploitation of beaver pelts in the area, leading to private commercial
interest by the Dutch who sent commercial, private missions to the area the following years.

At the time, beaver pelts were highly prized in Europe, because the fur could be felted to make waterproof hats. A
by-product of the trade in beaver pelts was castoreum—the secretion of the animals' anal glands—which was used
for its supposed medicinal properties. The expeditions by Adriaen Block and Hendrick Christiansz in the years 1611,
1612, 1613 and 1614 resulted in the surveying and charting of the region from the 38th parallel to the 45th parallel.
On their 1614 map, which gave them a four year trade monopoly under a patent of the States General, they named
the newly discovered and mapped territory New Netherland for the first time. It also showed the first year-round,
top-of-the-Hudson River, island-based trading presence in New Netherland, Fort Nassau, which years later, in 1624,
would be replaced by Fort Orange on the main land which grew into the town of Beverwyck, now Albany.
The territory of Novo Belgio[3] or New Netherland, comprising the Northeast's largest rivers with access to the
beaver trade, was provisionally a private, profit-making commercial enterprise focusing on cementing alliances and
conducting trade with the diverse Indian tribes. They enabled the serendipitous surveying and exploration of the
region as a prelude to anticipated official settlement by the Dutch Republic which occurred in 1624.
Immediately after the armistice period between the Dutch Republic and Spain (1609–1621), the Dutch West India
Company was founded in 1621. That year, as well as in 1622 and 1623, orders were given to the private, commercial
traders to vacate the territory, thus opening up the territory to the transplantation of Dutch culture onto the North
American continent whereon the laws and ordinances of the states of Holland would now apply. Previously, during
the private, commercial period, only the law of the ship had applied. The mouth of the Hudson River was selected as
the most perfect place for initial settlement as it had easy access to the ocean while securing an ice free lifeline to the
beaver-rich, unexploited forests farther north where the company's traders could be in close contact with the
American Indian hunters who supplied them with pelts in exchange for European-made trade goods for barter and
wampum, which was soon being "minted" under Dutch auspices on Long Island.
Thus in 1624 when the first group of families arrived on Governors Island to be followed by the second group of
settlers to the island in 1625, in order to take possession of the New Netherland territory and to operate various
trading posts, they were spread out to Verhulsten Island (Burlington Island) in the South River (Delaware River), to
Kievitshoek (now Old Saybrook, Connecticut) at the mouth of the Verse River (Connecticut River) and at the top of
the Mauritius or North River (Hudson River), now Albany.

Fort Amsterdam (1625)
The potential threat of attack from other interloping European colonial powers prompted the Directors of the Dutch 
West India Company to formulate a plan to protect the entrance to the Hudson River, and to consolidate the trading 
operations and the bulk of the settlers into the vicinity of a new fort. In 1625, most of them were moved from Noten 
Eylant, since 1784 named Governors Island, to Manhattan Island where a citadel to contain Fort Amsterdam was 
being laid out by Cryn Frederickz van Lobbrecht at the direction of Willem Verhulst who had been empowered by
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the Dutch West India Company to make that decision in his and his council's best judgment.
For the location of the fort, company director Willem Verhulst and Military Engineer and Surveyor Cryn Fredericks
chose a site just above the southern tip of Manhattan. The new fortification was to be called Fort Amsterdam. By the
end of the year 1625, the site had been staked out directly south of Bowling Green on the site of the present U.S.
Custom House; west of the fort's site, later landfill has now created Battery Park.

1625–1674

New Amsterdam in 1664

Willem Verhulst, with his council responsible for the selection of
Manhattan as permanent place of settlement and situating Fort
Amsterdam, was replaced by Peter Minuit in 1626.

To legally safeguard the settlers' investments, possessions and farms on
Manhattan island, Minuit negotiated the "purchase" of Manhattan from
the Manahatta band of Lenape for 60 guilders worth of trade goods.
The deed itself has not survived so the conditions causing the
negotiation and validation of the deed are unknown. A textual
reference to the deed became a foundation for the legend that Minuit
had purchased Manhattan from the Native Americans for 24 dollars'
worth of trinkets. However, the actual purchasing power of 60 guilders back then amounts to around $1000
nowadays [4]

While the originally designed large fort, meant to contain the population as in a fortified city, was being constructed,
the Mohawk—Mahican War at the top of the Hudson led the company to relocate the settlers from there to the
vicinity of the new Fort Amsterdam. As the settlers were at peace with the Manahatta Indians, the fact that no large
scale foreign powers were imminently trying to seize the territory, and that colonizing was a prohibitively expensive
undertaking, only partly subsidized by the fur trade, led a scaling back of the original plans. By 1628, a smaller fort
was constructed with walls containing a mixture of clay and sand, like in Holland. See also Wall Street.
Upon first settlement on Noten Eylant (now Governors Island) in 1624, a fort and sawmill was built. The latter was
constructed by Franchoys Fezard. The New Amsterdam settlement had a population of approximately 270 people,
including infants. In 1642 the new governor Willem Kieft decided to build a stone church within the fort, and the
work was carried out by recent English immigrants, the brothers John and Richard Ogden. The church was finished
in 1645 and stood till burned in the "Great Negro Riot" of 1741. A pen-and-ink view of New Amsterdam,[5] drawn
on-the-spot and discovered in the map collection of the Austrian National Library of Vienna in 1991, provides a
unique view of Nieuw Amsterdam as it appeared from Capske (small Cape) Rock in 1648. Capske Rock was situated
in the water close to Manhattan between Manhattan and Noten Eylant (renamed Governors Island in 1784), which
signaled the start of the East River roadstead. New Amsterdam received municipal rights on February 2, 1653 thus
becoming a city. (Albany, then named Beverwyck, received its city rights in 1652) and was unilaterally
reincorporated under English law as New York City in June 1665.
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The Fall of New Amsterdam, by Jean Leon
Gerome Ferris, showing Peter Stuyvesant (center)

standing on shore among residents of New
Amsterdam who are pleading with him not to
open fire on the British who have arrived in
warships waiting in the harbor to claim the

territory for England.

On August 22, 1654, the first Ashkenazic Jews arrived with West India
Company passports from Amsterdam to be followed in September by a
sizable group of Sephardic Jews, without passports, fleeing from the
Portuguese reconquest of Dutch possessions in Brazil. The
legal-cultural foundation of toleration as the basis for plurality in New
Amsterdam superseded matters of personal intolerance or individual
bigotry. Hence, and in spite of certain persons private objections
(including that of director-general Petrus Stuyvesant), the Sephardim
were granted permanent residency on the basis of "reason and equity"
in 1655. Nieuw Haarlem was formally recognized in 1658.

On August 27, 1664, in a surprise incursion when England and the
Dutch Republic were at peace, four English frigates sailed in New
Amsterdam's harbor and demanded New Netherland's surrender,
whereupon New Netherland was provisionally ceded by
director-general Peter Stuyvesant. This resulted in the Second
Anglo-Dutch War, between England and the Dutch Republic.

In 1667, the Dutch did not press their claims on New Netherland (but did not relinquish them either) in the Treaty of
Breda, in return for an exchange with the tiny Island of Run in North Maluku, rich in nutmegs and the guarantee for
the factual possession of Suriname, that year captured by them. The New Amsterdam city was subsequently renamed
New York, after the Duke of York (later King James II)—brother of the English King Charles II--had been granted
the lands.

However, in the Third Anglo-Dutch War, the Dutch recaptured New Netherland in July 1673 and installed Anthony
Colve as New Netherland's first Governor (previously there had only been West India Company Directors), and the
city was renamed "New Orange". After the signing of the Treaty of Westminster in November 1674 the city was
relinquished to English rule and the name reverted to "New York"; Suriname became an official Dutch possession in
return.

New Orange, c. 1674
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Maps of New Amsterdam

The original city map of New Amsterdam called
Castello Plan from 1660

Redraft of the Castello Plan, drawn in 1916

New Amsterdam's beginnings, unlike most other colonies in the New
World, were thoroughly documented in city maps. During the time of
New Netherland colonization the Dutch were Europe's pre-eminent
cartographers. Moreover, as the Dutch West India Company's
delegated authority over New Netherlander was threefold, maintaining
sovereignty on behalf of the States General, generating cash flow
through commercial enterprise for its shareholders and funding the
province's growth, its directors regularly required that censuses be
taken. These tools to measure and monitor the province's progress were
accompanied by accurate maps and plans. These surveys, as well as
grassroots activities to seek redress of grievances,[5] account for the
existence of some of the most important of the early documents.[6]

There is a particularly detailed city map called the Castello Plan.
Virtually every structure in New Amsterdam at the time is believed to
be represented, and by a fortunate coincidence it can be determined
who resided in every house from the Nicasius de Sille List of 1660,
which enumerates all the citizens of New Amsterdam and their
addresses.[7]

The city map known as the Duke's Plan probably derived from the
same 1660 census as the Castello Plan. The Duke's Plan includes the
earliest suburban development on Manhattan (the two outlined areas
along the top of the plan). The work was created for James
(1633–1701), the duke of York and Albany, after whom New York City and New York State's capital Albany was
named, just after the seizure of New Amsterdam by the English.[8] After that provisional relinquishment of New
Netherland, Stuyvesant reported to his superiors that he "had endeavored to promote the increase of population,
agriculture and commerce...the flourishing condition which might have been more flourishing if the now afflicted
inhabitants had been protected by a suitable garrison...and had been helped with the long sought for settlement of the
boundary, or in default thereof had they been seconded with the oft besought reinforcement of men and ships against
the continual troubles, threats, encroachments and invasions of the English neighbors and government of Hartford
Colony, our too powerful enemies."

The existence of these city maps has proven to be very useful in the archaeology of New York. For instance, the
excavation of the Stadthuys (City Hall) of New Amsterdam had great help in finding the exact location of the
building from the Castello map.[9]
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Legacy

Early 20th century Dutch Revival
buildings on S William Street in

lower Manhattan recall the Dutch
origins of the city. The original 17th

century architecture of New
Amsterdam has completely vanished

(affected by the fires of 1776 and
1835),[10] [11] leaving only

archaeological remnants.

The presentation of the legacy of the unique culture of 17th century New
Amsterdam remains a concern of preservationists and educators. The National
Park Service celebrated in 2009 the 400th anniversary of the Henry Hudson's
1609 voyage on behalf of the Dutch with the New Amsterdam Trail.[12] [13]

Writer Elizabeth Bear published the New Amsterdam Series, detective stories
taking place in an alternative history where the city remained Dutch until the
Napoleonic Wars and retained its name also afterwards.

See also

• Director-General of New Netherland
• Roosevelt family

External links

• The New Amsterdam Trail [14], a downloadable audio walking tour of Lower
Manhattan

• Nieuw Amsterdam to New York [15], an audio history from the National Parks
of New York Harbor Conservancy

• New Amsterdam [16] from the New Netherland Project
• From Van der Donck to Visscher: a 1648 view of New Amsterdam, discovered in Vienna in 1991 [17]

• Background on the Native Americans of the area [18]

• New Amsterdam Images Online [19]
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Charter Oak

The Charter Oak, oil on canvas, Charles De Wolf Brownell, 1857. Wadsworth Atheneum

The Charter Oak was an unusually
large white oak tree growing, from
around the 12th or 13th century until
1856, on what the English colonists
named Wyllys Hyll, in Hartford,
Connecticut, USA.

Early history

The Dutch explorer Adrian Block
described, in his log in 1614, a tree, at
the future site of Hartford, understood
to be this one. In the 1630s, a
delegation of local Indians is said to
have approached Samuel Wyllys, the
early settler who owned and cleared
much of the land around it,
encouraging its preservation and
describing it as planted ceremonially, for the sake of peace, when their tribe first settled in the area.

“It has been the guide of our ancestors for centuries as to the time of planting our corn; when the leaves are the size of a mouse's ears, then is
the time to put the seed into the ground.[1] ”
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Charter Oak incident

1906 postcard

The name "Charter Oak" stems from the local legend in
which a cavity within the tree was used in late 1687 as
a hiding place for the Constitution charter.The oak was
then blown down in a violent storm about 150 years
later and made into a chair that is now displayed in the
Hartford Capitol Building.

This much regarding the charter is history:
• King Charles II, in 1662, granted the Connecticut

Colony an unusual degree of autonomy.
• His successor, James II, consolidated several

colonies into the Dominion of New England, in part
to take firmer control of them.

• He appointed as governor-general over it Sir Edmund Andros who stated his appointment had invalidated the
charters of the various constituent colonies, and presumably seeing symbolic value in physically reclaiming the
documents, went to each colony to collect them.

• Andros arrived in Hartford late in October 1687, where his mission was at least as unwelcome as it had been in
the other colonies.

According to the dominant tradition, Andros demanded the document and it was produced, but during ensuing
discussion, the lights were doused, concealing the spiriting of the parchment out a window and thence to the Oak by
Captain Joseph Wadsworth, ancestor of Elijah Wadsworth.
Two seldom cited documents, one contemporaneous and one from early in the next century, raise less dramatic
possibilities, by suggesting that a parchment copy had been made of the true charter as early as June, in anticipation
of Andros's arrival:
• It has been suggested that the copy was surreptitiously substituted for the original (and the original secreted in the

oak lest Andros find it in any search of buildings), and that Andros left believing he had succeeded.
• Logically, such a copy (whether hidden in the oak or not) might instead have been the one kept, for the value it

might have in propaganda, for morale, or in petitioning for its reinstatement.
The Museum of Connecticut History (a subdivision of the Connecticut State Library) credits the idea that Andros
never got the original charter, and displays a parchment that it regards as the original. (The Connecticut Historical
Society is said to possess a "fragment" of it.)
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Depictions of the tree

The Charter Oak on the Connecticut
quarter.

The desk of the Governor of Connecticut, as well as the chairs for the Speaker
of the House of Representatives and President of the Senate in the state
capitol were made from wood salvaged from the Charter Oak.
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Glorious Revolution

The Glorious Revolution

The Prince of Orange lands at Torbay
Other names Revolution of 1688

War of the English Succession
Bloodless Revolution

Participants  English society

Location  England

Date 1688–1689[1]

Result Replacement of James II by William and Mary
Jacobite war in Scotland
Williamite war in Ireland
War with France; England joins Grand
Alliance
Drafting of the Bill of Rights

The Glorious Revolution, also called the Revolution of 1688, was the overthrow of King James II of England (VII
of Scotland and II of Ireland) in 1688 by a union of Parliamentarians with an invading army led by the Dutch
stadtholder William III of Orange-Nassau (William of Orange) who, as a result, ascended the English throne as
William III of England together with his wife Mary II of England.
The crisis besetting King James II came to a head in 1688, when the King fathered a son, James Francis Edward
Stuart on 10 June (Julian calendar).[1] Until then the throne would have passed to his daughter Mary, a Protestant, the
wife of William. The prospect of a Roman Catholic dynasty in the kingdoms was now likely. Already troubled by
the King's Catholicism and his close ties with France, key leaders of the Tories united with members of the
opposition Whigs and set out to resolve the crisis by inviting William of Orange to England.[2]

The expression "Glorious Revolution" was first used by John Hampden in late 1689,[3] and is an expression that is
still used by the British Parliament.[4] The Glorious Revolution is also occasionally termed the Bloodless
Revolution, albeit inaccurately. In England there were two significant clashes between the two armies, and
anti-Catholic riots in several towns.[5] There was also the Williamite War in Ireland and serious fighting in Scotland
(notably the Battles of Killicrankie and the Dunkeld).[6] The revolution also led to the collapse of the Dominion of
New England and the overthrow of Maryland's government.
The Revolution is closely tied in with the events of the War of the Grand Alliance on mainland Europe, and may be 
seen as the last successful invasion of England.[7] It can be argued that James's overthrow began modern English 
parliamentary democracy: never since has the monarch held absolute power, and the Bill of Rights has become one 
of the most important documents in the political history of Britain. The deposition of the Roman Catholic James II 
ended any chance of Catholicism becoming re-established in England, and led to limited toleration for 
nonconformist Protestants — it would be some time before they had full political rights. For Catholics, however, it 
was disastrous both socially and politically. Catholics were denied the right to vote and sit in the Westminster
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Parliament for over 100 years afterwards. They were also denied commissions in the army and the monarch was
forbidden to be Catholic or marry a Catholic, thus ensuring a Protestant succession.
The invasion ended all attempts by England, in the Anglo-Dutch Wars of the 17th century, to subdue the Dutch
Republic by military force. However, the personal union, the common market and the co-operation between the
English and Dutch navies shifted the dominance in world trade from the Republic to England (and then to the United
Kingdom of Great Britain).

Background

James II, King of England, Scotland and Ireland, Duke
of Normandy

During his three-year reign, King James II became directly
involved in the political battles in England between Catholicism
and Protestantism on the one hand, and on the other, between the
Divine Right of Kings and the political rights of the Parliament of
England. James's greatest political problem was his Catholicism,
which left him alienated from both parties in England. The low
church Whigs had failed in their attempt to pass the Exclusion Bill
to exclude James from the throne between 1679 and 1681, and
James's supporters were the High Church Anglican Tories. In
Scotland, his supporters on the Parliament of Scotland increased
attempts to force the Covenanters to renounce their faith and
accept episcopalian rule of the church by the monarch.

When James inherited the English throne in 1685, he had much
support in the 'Loyal Parliament', which was composed mostly of
Tories. His Catholicism was a concern to many, but the fact that
he had no son, and his daughters were Protestants, was a "saving
grace". James's attempt to relax the penal laws alienated his
natural supporters, however, because the Tories viewed this as
tantamount to disestablishment of the Church of England.
Abandoning the Tories, James looked to form a 'King's party' as a
counterweight to the Anglican Tories, so in 1687 James supported
the policy of religious toleration and issued the Declaration of
Indulgence. By allying himself with the Catholics, Dissenters, and
nonconformists, James hoped to build a coalition that would advance Catholic emancipation.

In May 1686 James decided to obtain from the English courts of the common law a ruling which affirmed his power
to dispense with Acts of Parliament. He dismissed judges who disagreed with him on this matter as well as the
Solicitor General Heneage Finch. Eleven out of the twelve judges ruled in favour of dispensing power.[8]

When Henry Compton, the Bishop of London, did not ban John Sharp from preaching after he gave an anti-Catholic
sermon, James ordered his removal.[9]

In April 1687 James ordered the fellows of Magdalen College, Oxford to elect a Catholic, Anthony Farmer, as their
president. The fellows believed Farmer ineligible under the college's statutes and so elected John Hough instead. The
college statutes required them to fill the vacancy within a certain time and so could not wait for a further royal
nomination. James refused to view Hough's election as valid and told the fellows to elect the Bishop of Oxford.
James responded by sending some ecclesiastical commissioners to hold a visitation and install him as president. The
fellows then agreed to the Bishop of Oxford as their president but James required that they admit they had been in
the wrong and ask for his pardon. When they refused most of the fellows were ejected and replaced by Catholics.[10]
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In 1687 James prepared to pack Parliament with his supporters so that it would repeal the Test Act and the penal
laws. James was convinced by addresses from Dissenters that he had their support and so could dispense with relying
on Tories and Anglicans. James instituted a wholesale purge of those in offices under the crown opposed to James's
plan.[11] In August the lieutenancy was remodelled and in September over one thousand members of the city livery
companies were ejected. In October James gave orders for the lords lieutenants in the provinces to provide three
standard questions to all members of the Commission of the Peace: would they consent to the repeal of the Test Act
and the penal laws; would they assist candidates who would do so; and they were requested to accept the Declaration
of Indulgence. In December it was announced that all the offices of deputy lieutenants and Justices of the Peace
would be revised. Therefore, during the first three months of 1688, hundreds of those asked the three questions who
gave hostile replies were dismissed. More far-reaching purges were applied to the towns: in November a regulating
committee was founded to operate the purges.[12] Corporations were purged by agents given wide discretionary
powers in an attempt to create a permanent royal electoral machine..[13] Finally, on 24 August 1688,[1] James ordered
writs to be issued for a general election.[14]

James also created a large standing army and employed Catholics in positions of power within it. To his opponents
in Parliament this seemed like a prelude to arbitrary rule, so James prorogued Parliament without gaining
Parliament's consent. At this time, the English regiments of the army were encamped at Hounslow, near the capital.
It was feared that the location was intended to overawe the City.[15] The army in Ireland was purged of Protestants
who were replaced with Catholics, and by 1688 James had more than 34,000 men under arms in his three kingdoms.

Group portrait of the Seven Bishops whom James
ordered imprisoned in the Tower of London in 1688,
but who were acquitted of charges of seditious libel.

In April 1688, James re-issued the Declaration of Indulgence and
ordered all clergymen to read it in their churches. When the
Archbishop of Canterbury, William Sancroft, and six other
bishops (the Seven Bishops) wrote to James asking him to
reconsider his policies, they were arrested on charges of seditious
libel, but at trial they were acquitted to the cheers of the London
crowd.

Matters came to a head in June 1688, when the King fathered a
son, James; until then, the throne would have passed to his
daughter, Mary, a Protestant. The prospect of a Catholic dynasty in
the kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland was now likely.
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Conspiracy

William III, King of England, Scotland and Ireland,
stadtholder of Guelders, Holland, Zealand, Utrecht and

Overijssel.

Mary had a husband, her cousin William Henry of Orange. Both
were Protestants and grandchildren of Charles I of England.
Before the birth of James's son on 10 June,[1] William had been
third in the line of succession.[16] However, there was a strong
faction at the English court, headed by Robert Spencer, 2nd Earl of
Sunderland, proposing that Mary and William, because of their
anti-Catholic position, should be replaced by some Catholic
French heir.[17]

William was also stadtholder of the main provinces of the Dutch
Republic, then in the preliminary stages of joining the War of the
Grand Alliance against France, in a context of international
tensions caused by the revocation by Louis XIV of the Edict of
Nantes and the disputed succession of Cologne and the Palatinate.
William had already acquired the reputation of being the main
champion in Europe of the Protestant cause against Catholicism
and French absolutism; in the developing English crisis he saw an
opportunity to prevent an Anglo-French alliance and bring
England to the anti-French side, by carrying out a military
intervention directed against James. This suited the desires of
several English politicians who intended to depose James. It is still a matter of controversy whether the initiative for
the conspiracy was taken by the English or by the stadtholder and his wife. William had been trying to influence
English politics for well over a year, letting Grand Pensionary Gaspar Fagel publish an open letter to the English
people in November 1687 deploring the religious policy of James, which action had generally been interpreted as a
covert bid for kingship.

Since he had become king the relation between James and his nephew and son-in-law had gradually deteriorated. At
first William welcomed the promise of a less pro-French policy. In 1685 he sent the Scottish and English mercenary
regiments of his army to Britain to assist in putting down the Monmouth Rebellion.[18] Soon however, James's policy
of religious tolerance caused tensions to rise between them. William assumed it was but the first step towards a total
re-Catholisation of England and was unable to explain how James could hope to achieve this goal unless he had
concluded a secret alliance with France. James's refusal to enter any anti-French coalition and his efforts to
reorganise the Royal Navy increased William's suspicions. In the previous years the French navy had enormously
grown in strength and the Dutch Republic would no longer be able to resist a combined Anglo-French attack.[19]

William feared that even English neutrality would not suffice and that control over the Royal Navy was a
prerequisite for a successful naval campaign against France.[20]

In November 1686 James had wished to gain William's support for the repeal of the Test Acts, as this would have 
delivered a blow to the English opposition. The Quaker William Penn was sent to The Hague but William opposed 
repeal.[21] William's envoy Everhard van Weede Dijkvelt visited England between February and May 1687, 
instructed to persuade James to help contain French aggression. William also instructed Dijkvelt to let it be known 
that he would support the Church of England; that he was not a Presbyterian; to persuade the Dissenters not to 
support James and to reassure moderate Catholics.[22] After having been assured by James that all rumours about a 
French alliance were malevolent fabrications, Dijkvelt returned to the Republic, with letters of varying importance 
from leading English statesmen. James tried again to gain William's support but William responded by advising 
James to keep to the law and not to try and extend his prerogative powers.[23] In August 1687 Count William Nassau 
de Zuylestein was sent to England, ostensibly to send condolences due to the death of the queen's mother. Zuylestein
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was sent in part to see how successful, or amenable, James's packed Parliament would be, and have discussions with
English statesmen, with Zuylestein sending back to William letters from them.[24]

The correspondence between William and the English politicians was at first sent by ordinary post to genuine
addresses in either country and then distributed. Devices were used such as ending a postscript with "etc." which
meant spaces were actually written in white or invisible ink. However as conspiracy neared completion in 1688, the
English government sometimes used to disrupt this correspondence by holding up the whole mail delivery system.
Another way was used to keep this clandestine correspondence flowing: letters were sent in merchant ships between
London and Amsterdam or Rotterdam, with outward bound letters often put on board below Gravesend as this would
be after the final customs clearance. Also, couriers for the purpose were sometimes used and all Dutch diplomats
travelling to and from either country carried the correspondence. Shortly before the invasion, when fast delivery and
secrecy was essential, fast yachts and small vessels were used for special courier services. The English government
intercepted very few of these means of communication.[25]

Henry Sydney, author of the Invitation to William,
which was signed by six noblemen (both Whigs and

Tories) and one bishop. He has been described as "the
great wheel on which the Revolution rolled".[24]

It has been suggested that the crisis caused by the prospect of a
new Catholic heir made William decide to invade the next summer
as early as November 1687,[26] but this is disputed. It is certain
however that in April 1688, when France and England concluded a
naval agreement that stipulated that the French would finance an
English squadron in The Channel, which seemed to be the
beginning of a formal alliance, he seriously began to prepare for a
military intervention and seek political and financial support for
such an undertaking.[27]

William seeks English commitment to an invasion

William laid careful plans over a number of months for an
invasion, which he hoped to execute in September 1688. William
would not invade England without assurances of English support,
and so in April, he asked for a formal invitation to be issued by a
group of leading English statesmen. Gilbert Burnet recorded a
conversation at the end of April between William and Admiral
Edward Russell:

So Russel put the Prince to explain himself what he intended
to do. The Prince answered, that, if he was invited by some
men of the best interest, and the most valued in the nation, who should both in their own name, and in the
name of others who trusted them, invite him to come and rescue the nation and the religion, he believed he
could be ready by the end of September to come over.
—Gilbert Burnet.[28]

In May Russell told William that the English opposition to James would not wait any longer for help and they would
rise against James in any event. William feared that if he did not now head the conspiracy the English would set up a
republic, even more inimical to the Dutch state.[29] In June William sent Count Zuylestein to England, ostensibly to
congratulate James on the birth of the Prince of Wales but in reality to communicate with William's associates..[30]

Only after the Prince of Wales had been born in June, however, and many suspected he was supposititious,[31] did
the Immortal Seven (who consisted of one bishop and six nobles) decide to comply, with the letter to William dated
18 June (Julian calendar),[1] reaching him in The Hague on 30 June, and dispatched by Rear Admiral Herbert,
disguised as a common sailor. The Seven consisted of Lord Shrewsbury, Lord Devonshire, Lord Danby, Lord
Lumley, Henry Compton, Edward Russell, and Henry Sidney. The invitation declared:
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We have great reason to believe, we shall be every day in a worse condition than we are, and less able to
defend ourselves, and therefore we do earnestly wish we might be so happy as to find a remedy before it be
too late for us to contribute to our own deliverance...the people are so generally dissatisfied with the present
conduct of the government, in relation to their religion, liberties and properties (all which have been greatly
invaded), and they are in such expectation of their prospects being daily worse, that your Highness may be
assured, there are nineteen parts of twenty of the people throughout the kingdom, who are desirous of a
change; and who, we believe, would willingly contribute to it, if they had such a protection to countenance
their rising, as would secure them from being destroyed.
—invitation by The Seven.[32]

The Seven went on to claim that "much the greatest part of the nobility and gentry" were dissatisfied and would rally
to William, and that James's army "would be very much divided among themselves; many of the officers being so
discontented that they continue in their service only for a subsistence...and very many of the common soldiers do
daily shew such an aversion to the Popish religion, that there is the greatest probability imaginable of great numbers
of deserters...and amongst the seamen, it is almost certain, there is not one in ten who would do them any service in
such a war".[33] The Seven believed that the situation would be much worse before another year due to James's plans
to remodel the army by the means of a packed Parliament or, should the parliamentary route fail, through violent
means which would "prevent all possible means of relieving ourselves".[34] The Seven also promised to rally to
William upon his landing in England and would "do all that lies in our power to prepare others to be in as much
readiness as such an action is capable of".[35]

William's confidante Hans Willem Bentinck launched a propaganda campaign in England, presenting William as
being, in fact, a true Stuart but one blessedly free from the, according to the pamphlets, usual Stuart vices of
cryptocatholicism, absolutism, and debauchery. Much of the later "spontaneous" support for William had been
carefully organised by him and his agents.
In August, it became clear that William had surprisingly strong support within the English army, a situation brought
about by James himself. In January 1688 he had forbidden any of his subjects to serve the Dutch and had demanded
that the Republic dissolve its mercenary Scottish and English regiments. When this was refused, he asked that at
least those willing would be released from their martial oath to be free to return to Britain. To this William consented
as it would purify his army of Jacobite elements. In total 104 officers and 44 soldiers returned. The officers were
enlisted within the British armies and so favoured that the established officer corps began to fear for its position. On
14 August Lord Churchill wrote to William: "I owe it to God and my country to put my honour into the hands of
Your Highness". Nothing comparable happened within the Royal Navy, however; claims after the event by certain
captains that they had somehow prevented the English fleet to engage seem to have been little more than attempts at
self-aggrandisement.[36]

Military and financial support
For William the English problem was inextricably intertwined with the situation in Germany. Only if the attention of
Louis XIV was directed to the east, could William hope to intervene in England without French interference. For this
it was essential that Austria continued opposing the French demands regarding Cologne and the Palatinate. In May,
William sent an envoy, Johann von Görtz, privy councillor of Hesse-Cassel, to Vienna to secretly ensure the support
of the Holy Roman Emperor, Leopold I. Learning that William promised not to persecute the Catholics in England,
the emperor approved of the expedition, promising in turn to try making peace with the Ottoman Empire to free his
forces for a campaign in the West; on 4 September 1688 he would join an alliance with the Republic against France.
The Duke of Hanover, Ernest Augustus and the Elector of Saxony, John George III, assured William that they would
remain neutral, though it had been feared they would take the French side.[37]

The next concern was to assemble a powerful invasion force — contrary to the wishes of the English conspirators, 
who predicted that a token force would be sufficient. For this William needed funding by the city of Amsterdam,
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then the world's main financial centre. In earlier years Amsterdam had been strongly pro-French, often forcing
William to moderate his policies, but a tariff war waged by Louis from 1687 against the Republic and French import
limitations on herring, a major Dutch export, had outraged the wealthy merchants. Nevertheless, only after secret and
difficult negotiations by Bentinck with the hesitant Amsterdam burgomasters during June could 260 transports be
hired. Additionally, the burghers were uneasy about the prospect of denuding their homeland of its defences by
sending the field army — roughly half of the total peace-time strength of the Dutch States Army of about 30,000 —
overseas. Bentinck, who had already been sent in May to Brandenburg to recruit, but without much result, therefore
negotiated contracts from 20 July (Gregorian calendar) for 13,616 German mercenaries from Brandenburg,
Württemberg, Hesse-Cassel, and Celle to man Dutch border fortresses in order to free an equal number of Dutch
elite mercenary troops for use against England.[38] As the Dutch would typically double or triple their army strength
in wartime, the numbers were low enough to be explained as a limited precaution against French aggression. Shortly
afterwards, Marshal Frederick Schomberg was instructed by William to prepare for a Western campaign.[39]

Further financial support was obtained from the most disparate sources: the Jewish banker Francisco Lopes Suasso
lent two million guilders;[40] when asked what security he desired, Suasso answered: "If you are victorious, you will
surely repay me; if not, the loss is mine".[41] Even Pope Innocent XI, an inveterate enemy of Louis XIV of France,
provided a loan to William, though a relation with the invasion has been denied.[42] Total costs were seven million
guilders, four million of which would ultimately be paid for by a state loan. In the summer the Dutch navy was
expanded to 9000 sailors on the pretext of fighting the Dunkirkers. The standard summer equipment of twenty
warships was secretly doubled. On 13 July 1688 (Gregorian calendar) it was decided to build 21 new warships.[43]

The final decision to invade is taken
Despite all the preparations, William had great trouble convincing the Dutch ruling elite, the regents, that such an
expensive expedition was really necessary. Also, he personally feared that the French might attack the Republic
through Flanders when its army was tied up in England. One of the "Seven", Lord Danby, suggested postponing the
invasion until the following year. By early September, William was on the brink of cancelling the entire expedition
when French policy played into his hand.
In Germany, matters had come to a head. The pope had refused to confirm Louis's favourite candidate for the
bishopric of Cologne, William Egon of Fürstenberg. Enraged, the French king decided to execute a lightning
campaign into Germany before the emperor could shift his troops to the West. Louis also hoped to keep his Turkish
ally in the war this way. For the immediate future James had to hold his own, something Louis expected him to be
quite capable of, especially if the Dutch were intimidated. On 9 September (Gregorian calendar) the French envoy
Jean Antoine de Mesmes, the Comte d'Avaux, handed two letters from the French king, who had known of the
invasion plans since May, to the States-General of the Netherlands.[44] In the first they were warned not to attack
James. In the second they were advised not to interfere with the French policy in Germany. James hurriedly
distanced himself from the first message, trying to convince the States-General that there was no secret
Anglo-French alliance against them.[45] This however, had precisely the opposite effect: many members became
extremely suspicious. The second message proved that the main French effort was directed to the east, not the north,
so there was no immediate danger of a French invasion for the Republic itself.
From 22 September,[1] Louis XIV seized all Dutch ships present in French ports,[46] totaling about a hundred vessels,
apparently proving that real war with France was imminent, though Louis had meant it to be a mere warning. On
26 September the powerful city council of Amsterdam decided to officially support the invasion. On 27 September
Louis crossed the Rhine into Germany to attack Philippsburg and William began to move the Dutch field army from
the eastern borders, where it had trained on the Mookerheide, to the coast, even though most of the new mercenaries
had not yet arrived.
On 29 September the States of Holland, the government of the most important Dutch province, fearing a 
French-English alliance, gathered in secret session and approved the operation, agreeing to make the English "King
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and Nation live in a good relation, and useful to their friends and allies, and especially to this State". They accepted
William's argument that a preventive strike was necessary to avoid a repeat of the events of 1672,[47] when England
and France had jointly attacked the Republic, "an attempt to bring this state to its ultimate ruin and subjugation, as
soon as they find the occasion". William denied any intention "to remove the King from the throne or become master
of England". The States ordered a Dutch fleet of 53 warships to escort the troop transports. This fleet was in fact
commanded by Lieutenant-Admiral Cornelis Evertsen the Youngest on the Cortgene and Vice-Admiral Philips van
Almonde on the Provincie Utrecht but in consideration of English sensitivities placed, on 6 October, under the
nominal command of Rear-Admiral Herbert, who for the occasion was appointed Lieutenant-Admiral-General, i.e.
acting supreme commander, of the Dutch navy.[48] He sailed on the Leyden, accompanied by Lieutenant-Admiral
Willem Bastiaensz Schepers, the Rotterdam shipping magnate who had organised the transport fleet. Though
William was himself Admiral-General of the Republic, he, as was usual, abstained from operational command,
sailing conspicuously on the new frigate Den Briel. The States-General allowed the core regiments of the Dutch field
army to participate under command of Marshall Schomberg. Despite being assisted in it by the regular Dutch fleet
and field army, his attempt to change the situation in England was, as the States-General made explicit, officially a
private family affair of William, merely acting in his capacity of concerned nephew and son-in-law to James, not an
undertaking of the Dutch Republic as such.[37]

Invasion

Embarkation of the army and the Declaration of The Hague

Equestrian portrait of William III by Jan Wyck,
commemorating the landing at Brixham, Torbay,

5 November 1688

The Dutch preparations, though carried out with great speed, could not
remain secret. The English envoy Ignatius White, the Marquess
d'Albeville, warned his country: "an absolute conquest is intended
under the specious and ordinary pretences of religion, liberty, property
and a free Parliament...". Louis XIV threatened the Dutch with an
immediate declaration of war, should they carry out their plans.
Embarkations, started on 22 September (Gregorian calendar), had been
completed on 8 October, and the expedition was that day openly
approved by the States of Holland; the same day James issued a
proclamation to the English nation that it should prepare for a Dutch
invasion to ward off conquest. On 30 September/10 October
(Julian/Gregorian calendars) William issued the Declaration of The
Hague (actually written by Fagel), of which 60,000 copies of the
English translation by Gilbert Burnet were distributed after the landing
in England,[49] [50] in which he assured that his only aim was to
maintain the Protestant religion, install a free parliament and
investigate the legitimacy of the Prince of Wales. He would respect the
position of James. William declared:

It is both certain and evident to all men, that the public peace and happiness of any state or kingdom cannot be
preserved, where the Laws, Liberties, and Customs, established by the lawful authority in it, are openly
transgressed and annulled; more especially where the alteration of Religion is endeavoured, and that a religion,
which is contrary to law, is endeavoured to be introduced; upon which those who are most immediately
concerned in it are indispensably bound to endeavour to preserve and maintain the established Laws, Liberties
and customs, and, above all, the Religion and Worship of God, that is established among them; and to take
such an effectual care, that the inhabitants of the said state or kingdom may neither be deprived of their
Religion, nor of their Civil Rights.
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—William of Orange.[51]

William went on to condemn James's advisers for overturning the religion, laws, and liberties of England, Scotland,
and Ireland by the use of the suspending and dispensing power; the establishment of the "manifestly illegal"
commission for ecclesiastical causes and its use to suspend the Bishop of London and to remove the Fellows of
Magdalen College, Oxford. William also condemned James's attempt to repeal the Test Acts and the penal laws
through pressuring individuals and waging an assault on parliamentary boroughs, as well as his purging of the
judiciary. James's attempt to pack Parliament was in danger of removing "the last and great remedy for all those
evils". "Therefore", William continued, "we have thought fit to go over to England, and to carry over with us a force
sufficient, by the blessing of God, to defend us from the violence of those evil Counsellors...this our Expedition is
intended for no other design, but to have, a free and lawful Parliament assembled as soon as is possible".[52]

On 4/14 October William responded to the allegations by James in a second declaration, denying any intention to
become king or conquer England. Whether he had any at that moment is still controversial.[53]

The swiftness of the embarkations surprised all foreign observers. Louis had in fact delayed his threats against the
Dutch until early September because he assumed it then would be too late in the season to set the expedition in
motion anyway, if their reaction proved negative; typically such an enterprise would take at least some months.[54]

Being ready after the last week of September / first week of October would normally have meant that the Dutch
could have profited from the last spell of good weather, as the autumn storms tend to begin in the third week of that
month. This year they came early however. For three weeks the invasion fleet was prevented by adverse
south-westerly gales from departing from the naval port of Hellevoetsluis and Catholics all over the Netherlands and
the British kingdoms held prayer sessions that this "popish wind" might endure. However, on 14/24 October it
became the famous "Protestant Wind" by turning to the east.[55]

English naval strategy
James only in late August seriously began to consider the possibility of a Dutch invasion and then overestimated the
size of the naval force the Dutch would bring against him. He assumed they would equip their full battle fleet, which
he himself would for financial reasons be unable to match: in October about thirty English ships-of-the-line had been
assembled, all third rates or fourth rates, while heavier vessels remained laid up. Fearing a surprise attack, he
declined positioning this fleet at The Downs, for striking into the southern North Sea or the Channel the most
convenient position, but also a very vulnerable one. When Admiral George Legge, 1st Baron Dartmouth decided to
place his fleet at the Gunfleet near the Medway, in a rather withdrawn location, James therefore merely suggested to
bring the fleet farther out, though he well understood it otherwise risked becoming locked up in the Thames estuary
by the same easterly wind that would allow the Dutch to cross. This was influenced by his belief the Dutch might
well attack France instead and his expectation that they would first seek a naval victory before daring to invade —
and that it thus would be advantageous to refuse battle.[56] Indeed it had originally been the Dutch intention to defeat
the English first to free the way for the transport fleet — though they too, to lower the cost of the invasion, had not
activated any heavier ships — but because it was now so late in the season and conditions on-board deteriorated
rapidly, they decided to sail in convoy and, if possible, avoid battle.[57]

Crossing and landing
On 16/26 October William boarded his ship, the Den Briel (Brill in English). His standard was hoisted, displaying 
the arms of Nassau quartered with those of England. The words Pro Religione et Libertate ("For Liberty and [the 
Protestant] Religion"), the slogan of William's ancestor William the Silent while leading the Dutch Revolt against 
Catholic Spain, were shown next to the House of Orange's motto, Je maintiendrai ("I will maintain").[58] William's 
fleet, with about 40,000 men aboard roughly twice the size of the Spanish Armada — and assembled in a tenth of the 
time — consisted of 463 ships,[54] among which 49 warships of more than twenty cannon (eight could count as third 
rates of 60–68 cannon, nine were frigates), 28 galliots, nine fireships, 76 fluyts to carry the soldiers, 120 small
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transports to carry five thousand horses, about seventy supply vessels and sixty fishing vessels serving as landing
craft.[59] [60] Most warships had been provided by the Admiralty of Amsterdam. On 19/29 October William's fleet
departed from Hellevoetsluis and got approximately halfway between the Republic and England when the wind
changed to the northwest and a gale scattered the fleet, with the Brill returning to Hellevoetsluis on 21/31 October.
Despite suffering from sea-sickness William refused to go ashore and the fleet reassembled, having lost only one
ship that grounded,[61] though about a thousand crippled horses had been thrown into the sea.[62] Press reports were
released that deliberately exaggerated the damage and claimed the expedition would be postponed till the spring.[63]

English naval command now considered to try blockading Hellevoetsluis but decided against it because it was feared
that the fleet would founder on the Dutch coast by the stormy weather.[64]

Taking advantage of a wind again turned to the east, resupplied and re-equipped with new horses, the invasion fleet
departed again on 1/11 November and sailed north in the direction of Harwich where Bentinck had a landing site
prepared. It changed course to the south however when the wind turned more to the north; it has been suggested that
the initial move to the north was a feint and indeed James diverted some of his forces in that direction.[65] Thus they
passed twice in sight of the English fleet, unable to intercept because of the adverse wind and an unfavourable
tide.[36] On 3/13 November the invasion fleet entered the English Channel through the Strait of Dover in an
enormous square formation, 25 ships deep, the right and left of the fleet saluting Dover and Calais simultaneously, to
show off its size. The troops were lined up on deck, firing musket volleys, with full colours flying and the military
bands playing. Rapin de Thoyras, who was onboard one of the ships, described it as the most magnificent and
affecting spectacle that was ever seen by human eyes. William intended to land at Torbay but due to fog the fleet
sailed past it by mistake. The wind made a return impossible and Plymouth was unsuitable as it had a garrison. At
this point, with the English fleet in pursuit, Russell told Burnet: "You may go to prayers, Doctor. All is over". At that
moment however the wind changed and the fog lifted, enabling the fleet to sail into Torbay, near Brixham, Devon.
William came ashore on 5/15 November.[66] When Burnet was ashore he hastened to William and eagerly inquired
of what William now intended to do. William regarded the interference in military matters by non-military personnel
with disgust but he was in good humour at this moment and responded with a delicate reproof: "Well, Doctor, what
do you think of predestination now?"[67] The English squadron under Lord Dartmouth was forced by the same
change in wind to shelter in Portsmouth harbour.[67] During the next two days the army disembarked in calm
weather.[36]

William brought over 11,212 horse and foot. William's cavalry and dragoons amounted to 3,660.[68] His artillery
train contained 21 24-pounder cannon. Including supply train his force consisted of about 21,000 men,[69] compared
to James's total forces of 40,000.[70] [71] He also brought 20,000 stand of arms to equip his English supporters.[59]

The Dutch army was composed mostly of foreign mercenaries; there were Dutch, Scots, English, German, Swiss,
and Swedish regiments, even Laplanders[54] as well as "200 Blacks brought from the Plantations of the Netherlands
in America",[72] thus from the colony of Surinam. Many of the mercenaries were Catholic.[73] William had his
personal guard regiment with him, the Dutch Blue Guards. In response to the threat James had raised five new
regiments of foot and five of horse, as well as bringing in Scottish and Irish soldiers. Louis XIV also sent James
300,000 livres.[71]

The French fleet remained at the time concentrated in the Mediterranean, to assist a possible attack on the Papal
State.[54] Louis delayed his declaration of war until 16/26 November hoping at first that their involvement in a
protracted English civil war would keep the Dutch from interfering with his German campaign. The same day a
second attempt by Legge to attack the landing site again failed by an adverse southwestern gale.[36] The Dutch call
their fleet action the Glorieuze Overtocht, the "Glorious Crossing".[74]
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William consolidates his position
William considered his veteran army to be sufficient in size to defeat any forces (all rather inexperienced) which
James could throw against him, but it had been decided to avoid the hazards of battle and maintain a defensive
attitude in the hope James's position might collapse by itself; thus he landed far away from James's army, expecting
that his English allies would take the initiative in acting against James while he ensured his own protection against
potential attacks. William was prepared to wait; he had paid his troops in advance for a three-month campaign. A
slow advance, apart from being necessitated by heavy rainfall anyway, had the added benefit of not over-extending
the supply lines; the Dutch troops were under strict orders not even to forage, for fear that this would degenerate into
plundering which would alienate the population.
On 9 November (Julian calendar) William took Exeter after the magistrates had fled the city, entering on a white
palfrey, with the two hundred black men forming a guard of honour, dressed in white, with turbans and feathers.[75]

In the South support from the local gentry was disappointingly limited,[76] but from 12 November, in the North,
many nobles began to declare for William, as they had promised, often by a public reading of the Declaration.[77] In
Yorkshire, printer John White started to print the same document for a more widespread distribution.[78] However, in
the first weeks most people carefully avoided taking sides; as a whole the nation neither rallied behind its king, nor
welcomed William, but passively awaited the outcome of events. In general, the mood was one of confusion, mutual
distrust and depression.[76]

The collapse of James' regime
James refused a French offer to send an expeditionary force, fearing that it would cost him domestic support. He
tried to bring the Tories to his side by making concessions but failed because he still refused to endorse the Test Act.
His forward forces had gathered at Salisbury, and James went to join them on 19 November with his main force,
having a total strength of about 19,000. Amid anti-Catholic rioting in London, it rapidly became apparent that the
troops were not eager to fight, and the loyalty of many of James' commanders was doubtful; he had been informed of
the conspiracy within the army as early as September, but for unknown reasons had refused to arrest the officers
involved. Some have argued, however, that if James had been more resolute, the army would have fought and fought
well.[79]

The first blood was shed at about this time in a skirmish at Wincanton, Somerset, where Royalist troops retreated
after defeating a small party of scouts; the total body count on both sides came to about fifteen. In Salisbury, after
hearing that some officers had deserted, among them Lord Cornbury, a worried James was overcome by a serious
nose-bleed that he interpreted as an evil omen indicating that he should order his army to retreat, which the supreme
army commander, the Earl of Feversham, also advised on 23 November. The next day, Lord Churchill of Eyemouth,
one of James' chief commanders, deserted to William. On 26 November, James's own daughter, Princess Anne, who
doubted the authenticity of her new brother,[80] and who was greatly influenced by Churchill's wife Sarah Churchill,
did the same. Both were serious losses. James returned to London that same day.
Meanwhile, on 18 November Plymouth had surrendered to William, and on 21 November he began to advance.[81]

By 24 November, William's forces were at Sherborne and on 1 December at Hindon. On 4 December he was at
Amesbury, and was received by mayor of Salisbury;[81] three days later they had reached Hungerford, where the
following day they met with the King's Commissioners to negotiate. James offered free elections and a general
amnesty for the rebels. In reality, by that point James was simply playing for time, having already decided to flee the
country. He feared that his English enemies would insist on his execution and that William would give in to their
demands. Convinced that his army was unreliable, he sent orders to disband it. On 9 December, the two sides fought
a second engagement with the Battle of Reading, a defeat for the King's men.
In December, there was anti-Catholic rioting in Bristol, Bury St. Edmunds, Hereford, York, Cambridge, and 
Shropshire. On 9 December a Protestant mob stormed Dover Castle, where the Catholic Sir Edward Hales was 
Governor, and seized it. On 8 December William met at last with James's representatives; he agreed to James's
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proposals but also demanded that all Catholics would be immediately dismissed from state functions and that
England would pay for the Dutch military expenses. He received no reply, however.

Departure of King and Queen
In the night of 9/10 December, the Queen and the Prince of Wales fled for France. The next day saw James's attempt
to escape, the king dropping The Great Seal in the Thames along the way, as no lawful Parliament could be
summoned without it.[82] However, he was captured on 11 December by fishermen in Faversham opposite
Sheerness, the town on the Isle of Sheppey. On the same day, 27 Lords Spiritual and Temporal, forming a
provisional government, decided to ask William to restore order but at the same time asked the king to return to
London to reach an agreement with his son-in-law. On the night of 11 December there were riots and lootings of the
houses of Catholics and several foreign embassies of Catholic countries in London. The following night a mass panic
gripped London during what was later termed the Irish Night. False rumours of an impending Irish army attack on
London circulated in the capital, and a mob of over 100,000 assembled ready to defend the city.
Upon returning to London on 16 December, James was welcomed by cheering crowds. He took heart at this and
attempted to recommence government, even presiding over a meeting of the Privy Council. He sent the Earl of
Feversham to William to arrange for a personal meeting to continue negotiations. Now for the first time it became
evident that William had no longer any desire to keep James in power in England. He was extremely dismayed by
the arrival of Lord Feversham. He refused the suggestion that he simply arrest James because this would violate his
own declarations and burden his relationship with his wife. In the end it was decided that he should exploit James's
fears; the three original commissioners were sent back to James with the message that William felt he could no
longer guarantee the king's well-being and that James for his own safety had better leave London for Ham.
William at the same time ordered all English troops to depart from the capital, while his forces entered on
17 December; no local forces were allowed within a twenty-mile radius until the spring of 1690. Already the English
navy had declared for William. James, by his own choice, went under Dutch protective guard to Rochester in Kent
on 18 December, just as William entered London, cheered by crowds dressed in orange ribbons or waving, lavishly
distributed, oranges.[83] The Dutch officers had been ordered that "if he [James] wanted to leave, they should not
prevent him, but allow him to gently slip through".[84] James then left for France on 23 December after having
received a request from his wife to join her, even though his followers urged him to stay. The lax guard on James
and the decision to allow him so near the coast indicate that William may have hoped that a successful flight would
avoid the difficulty of deciding what to do with him, especially with the memory of the execution of Charles I still
strong. By fleeing, James ultimately helped resolve the awkward question of whether he was still the legal king or
not, having created according to many a situation of interregnum.[82]

William and Mary made joint monarchs
On 28 December, William took over the provisional government by appointment of the peers of the realm, as was
the legal right of the latter in circumstances when the King was incapacitated, and, on the advice of his Whig allies,
summoned an assembly of all the surviving members of parliament of Charles II's reign, thus sidelining the Tories of
the Loyal Parliament of 1685. This assembly called for a chosen English Convention Parliament, elected on
5 January 1689 NS,[1] which convened on 22 January. William did not intervene in the election that followed. This
elected body consisted of 513 members, 341 of whom had been elected before, 238 having been members of at least
one Exclusion Parliament, but only 193 having been elected in 1685.[85] The name "Convention" was chosen
because only the King could call a Parliament, although as William had been appointed de facto regent by the peers
the Convention could be argued to be, strictly speaking, a lawful Parliament.
Although James had fled the country, he still had many followers, and William feared that the king might return, 
relegating William to the role of a mere regent, an outcome which was unacceptable to him. On 30 December, 
William, speaking to the Marquess of Halifax, threatened to leave England "if King James came again" and

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Great_Seal_of_the_Realm
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Faversham
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sheerness
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Isle_of_Sheppey
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lords_Spiritual
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lords_Temporal
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Provisional_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Irish_night
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Privy_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Louis_de_Duras%2C_2nd_Earl_of_Feversham
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Louis_de_Duras%2C_2nd_Earl_of_Feversham
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ham%2C_London
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rochester%2C_Kent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kent
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charles_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Interregnum
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Member_of_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charles_II_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Loyal_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Convention_Parliament_%281689%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Style
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Exclusion_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=George_Savile%2C_1st_Marquess_of_Halifax


Glorious Revolution 165

determined to go back to the Netherlands "if they went about to make him Regent".[86]

The English Convention Parliament was very divided on the issue. The radical Whigs in the Lower House proposed
to elect William as a king (meaning that his power would be derived from the people); the moderates wanted an
acclamation of William and Mary together; the Tories wanted to make him regent or only acclaim Mary as Queen.
On 28 January a committee of the whole House of Commons promptly decided by acclamation that James had
broken "the original contract"; had "abdicated the government"; and had left the throne "vacant".[87] The House of
Lords wished to amend this, however, as many were still loyal to James and believed in the Anglican doctrine of
non-resistance. The Lords rejected the proposal for a regency in James's name by 51 to 48 on 2 February. The Lords
also substituted the word "abdicated" for "deserted" and removing the "vacancy" clause. The Lords voted against
proclaiming William and Mary monarchs by 52 to 47. On 4 February the Lords reaffirmed their amendments to the
Commons's resolution by 55 to 51 and 54 to 53.[88] On 5 February the Commons voted 282 to 151 for maintaining
the original wording of the resolution. The next day, the two Houses entered into a conference but failed to resolve
the matter. William in private conversation (with Halifax, Danby, Shrewsbury, Lord Winchester and Lord Mordaunt)
made it clear that they could either accept him as king or deal with the Whigs without his military presence, for then
he would leave for the Republic. But he let it be known that he was happy for Mary to be queen in name and
preference in the succession given to Princess Anne's children over any of William's. Anne declared that she would
temporarily waive her right to the crown should Mary die before William, and Mary refused to be made queen
without William as king. The Lords on 6 February now accepted the words "abdication" and "vacancy" and Lord
Winchester's motion to appoint William and Mary monarchs.[89] Generally there was a great fear that the situation
might deteriorate into a civil war.[90]

The proposal to draw up a statement of the subjects' rights and liberties and James's invasion of them was first made
on 29 January in the Commons, with members arguing that the House "can not answer it to the nation or Prince of
Orange till we declare what are the rights invaded" and that William "cannot take it ill if we make conditions to
secure ourselves for the future" in order to "do justice to those who sent us hither". On 2 February a committee
specially convened reported to the Commons 23 Heads of Grievances, which the Commons approved and added
some of their own. However on 4 February the Commons decided to instruct the committee to differentiate between
"such of the general heads, as are introductory of new laws, from those that are declaratory of ancient rights". On
7 February the Commons approved this revised Declaration of Right, and on 8 February instructed the committee to
put into a single text the Declaration (with the heads which were "introductory of new laws" removed), the resolution
of 28 January and the Lords' proposal for a revised oath of allegiance. It passed the Commons without division.[91]

The Declaration of Right was in December 1689 enacted in an Act of Parliament, the Bill of Rights 1689. It listed 
twelve of James's policies by which James designed to "endeavour to subvert and extirpate the protestant religion, 
and the laws and liberties of this kingdom".[92] These were: by assuming and exercising the dispensing power; by 
prosecuting the Seven Bishops; by establishing of the court of commissioners for ecclesiastical causes; by levying 
money for the crown by pretence of prerogative than the same was granted by Parliament; by raising and 
maintaining a standing army in peacetime without the consent of Parliament; by disarming Protestants and arming 
Catholics contrary to law; by violating the election of MPs; by prosecuting in the King's Bench for matters 
cognizable only in Parliament and "divers other arbitrary and illegal courses"; by employing unqualified persons to 
serve on juries; by requiring an excessive bail for persons committed in criminal cases; by imposing excessive fines 
and "illegal and cruel punishments inflicted"; by making "several grants and promises made of fines and forfeitures 
before any conviction or judgment against the person, upon whom the same were to be levied".[93] The Bill of Rights 
also vindicated and asserted the nation's "ancient rights and liberties" by declaring: the pretended power to dispense 
with Acts of Parliament is illegal; the commission for ecclesiastical causes is illegal; levying money without the 
consent of Parliament is illegal; it is the right of the subject to petition the king and prosecutions for petitioning are 
illegal; maintaining a standing army in peacetime without the consent of Parliament is illegal; Protestant subjects 
"may have arms for their defence suitable to their conditions, and allowed by law"; the election of MPs ought to be 
free; that freedom of speech and debates in Parliament "ought not to be impeached or questioned in any court or
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place out of Parliament"; excessive bail and fines not required and "cruel and unusual punishments" not to be
inflicted; jurors in high treason trials ought to be freeholders; that promises of fines and forfeitures before conviction
are illegal; that Parliament ought to be held frequently.[94]

On 13 February the clerk of the House of Lords read the Declaration of Right and Halifax, in the name of all the
estates of the realm, asked William and Mary to accept the throne. William replied for his wife and himself: "We
thankfully accept what you have offered us". They then went in procession to the great gate at Whitehall. The Garter
King at Arms proclaimed them King and Queen of England, France and Ireland, whereupon they adjourned to the
Chapel Royal, with Compton preaching the sermon.[95] They were crowned on 11 April, swearing an oath to uphold
the laws made by Parliament. The Coronation Oath Act 1688 had provided a new coronation oath, whereby the
monarchs were to "solemnly promise and swear to govern the people of this kingdom of England, and the dominions
thereunto belonging, according to the statutes in parliament agreed on, and the laws and customs of the same". They
were also to maintain the laws of God, the true profession of the Gospel, and the Protestant Reformed faith
established by law.[96]

Although their succession to the English throne was relatively peaceful, much blood would be shed before William's
authority was accepted in Ireland and Scotland. In Scotland there had been no serious support for the rebellion, but
when James fled for France, most members of the Scottish Privy Council went to London to offer their services to
William; on 7 January they asked William to take over the responsibilities of government. On 14 March a Scottish
Convention convened in Edinburgh, dominated by the Presbyterians because the episcopalians continued to support
James. There was nevertheless a Jacobite faction, but a letter by James received on 16 March, in which he threatened
to punish all who rebelled against him, resulted in his followers leaving the Convention, which then on 4 April
decided that the throne of Scotland was vacant. The Convention formulated the Claim of Right and the Articles of
Grievances. On 11 May William and Mary accepted the Crown of Scotland; after their acceptance, the Claim and the
Articles were read aloud, leading to an immediate debate over whether or not an endorsement of these documents
was implicit in that acceptance.
In Ireland there was no equivalent of the English or Scottish Convention and William had to conquer Ireland by
force. The English Convention presumed to legislate for Ireland as well, and the Declaration of Right deemed
William to be King of Ireland as well as of England.

Jacobite uprisings
James had cultivated support on the fringes of his Three Kingdoms — in Catholic Ireland and the Highlands of
Scotland. Supporters of James, known as Jacobites, were prepared to resist what they saw as an illegal coup by force
of arms. The first Jacobite rebellion, an uprising in support of James in Scotland, took place in 1689. It was led by
John Graham of Claverhouse, 1st Viscount of Dundee, known as "Bonnie Dundee", who raised an army from
Highland clans. In Ireland, Richard Talbot, 1st Earl of Tyrconnell led local Catholics, who had been discriminated
against by previous English monarchs, in the conquest of all the fortified places in the kingdom except Derry, and so
held the Kingdom for James. James himself landed in Ireland with 6,000 French troops to try to regain the throne in
the Williamite war in Ireland. The war raged from 1689–1691. James fled Ireland following his defeat at the Battle
of the Boyne, but Jacobite resistance was not ended until after the battle of Aughrim in 1691, when over half of their
army was killed or taken prisoner. The Irish Jacobites surrendered under the conditions of the Treaty of Limerick on
3 October 1691. England stayed relatively calm throughout, although some English Jacobites fought on James's side
in Ireland. Despite the Jacobite victory at the Battle of Killiecrankie, the uprising in the Scottish Highlands was
quelled due to death of its leader, Claverhouse, and Williamite victories at Dunkeld and Cromdale. Many,
particularly in Ireland and Scotland, continued to see the Stuarts as the legitimate monarchs of the Three Kingdoms,
and there were further Jacobite rebellions in Scotland during the years 1715, 1719 and 1745.
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Anglo-Dutch Alliance
Though he had carefully avoided making it public, William's main motive in organizing the expedition had been the
opportunity to bring England into an alliance against France. On 9 December 1688 he had already asked the
States-General to send a delegation of three to negotiate the conditions. On 18 February (Julian calendar) he asked
the Convention to support the Republic in its war against France, but it refused, only consenting to pay ₤600,000 for
the continued presence of the Dutch army in England. On 9 March (Gregorian calendar) the States-General
responded to Louis's earlier declaration of war by declaring war on France in return. On 19 April (Julian calendar)
the Dutch delegation signed a naval treaty with England. It stipulated that the combined Anglo-Dutch fleet would
always be commanded by an Englishman, even when of lower rank; also it specified that the two parties would
contribute in the ratio of five English vessels against three Dutch vessels, meaning in practice that the Dutch navy
would in future remain smaller than the English. The Navigation Acts were not repealed. On 18 May the new
Parliament allowed William to declare war on France. On 9 September 1689 (Gregorian calendar), William as King
of England joined the League of Augsburg against France.
Having England as an ally meant that the military situation of the Republic was strongly improved; but this very fact
induced William to be uncompromising in his position towards France. This policy led to a large number of very
expensive campaigns which were largely paid for with Dutch funds. In 1712 the Republic was financially exhausted;
it withdrew from international politics and was forced to let its fleet deteriorate, making England the dominant
maritime power of the world. The Dutch economy, already burdened by the high national debt and concommitant
high taxation, suffered from the other European states' protectionist policies, which its weakened fleet was no longer
able to resist. To make matters worse, the main Dutch trading and banking houses moved much of their activity from
Amsterdam to London after 1688. Between 1688 and 1720, world trade dominance shifted from the Republic to
England.

Revolution or invasion?
The events of 1688 are known as the "Glorious Revolution" but since an intensified historical interest due to the third
centennial of the event, some academics have portrayed the "revolution" as a Dutch invasion of Britain.[97] The
"Glorious Revolution" fulfills the criterion for revolution, being an internal change of constitution and also the
criterion for invasion, because it involved the landing of large numbers of foreign troops. The events were unusual
because the establishment of a constitutional monarchy (a de facto republic, see Coronation Oath Act 1688) and
English Bill of Rights meant that the apparently invading monarchs, (legitimate heirs to the throne) were prepared to
govern with the English Parliament. It is difficult to classify the entire proceedings of 1687–89 but it can be seen that
the events occurred in three phases: conspiracy, invasion by Dutch forces and "Glorious Revolution". It has been
argued that the invasion aspect had been downplayed as a result of a combination of British pride and successful
Dutch propaganda, trying to depict the course of events as a largely internal English affair.[98]

World empire or merchant economy?
The overthrow of James was hailed at the time and ever since, as the "Glorious Revolution". Edmund Burke set the
tone for over two centuries of historiographical analysis when he proclaimed that:

The Revolution was made to preserve our ancient indisputable laws and liberties, and that ancient constitution
of government which is our only security for law and liberty.[99] [100]

Many historians have endorsed Burke's view, including Macaulay (1848) and more recently John Morrill, who 
captured the consensus of contemporary historiography well when he declared that "the Sensible Revolution of 
1688—89 was a conservative Revolution". On the contrary argues Steven Pincus (2009), it was momentous 
especially when looking at the alternative that James was trying to enact of a powerful centralized autocratic state. 
England's role in Europe and the country's political economy in the 17th century refutes the view of many
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late-20th-century historians that nothing revolutionary occurred during the Glorious Revolution of 1688–89. Pincus
says it was not a placid turn of events. In diplomacy and economics James II transformed the English state's ideology
and policies. This occurred not because James II was an outsider who inflicted foreign notions on England but
because foreign affairs and political economy were at the core of the English revolutionaries' agenda. The revolution
of 1688–89 cannot be fathomed in isolation. It would have been inconceivable without the changes resulting from
the events of the 1640s and 1650s. Indeed, the ideas accompanying the Glorious Revolution were rooted in the
mid-century upheavals. Thus, the 17th century was a century of revolution in England, deserving of the same
scholarly attention that 'modern' revolutions attract.[101]

James II was building a powerful militarized state on the assumption that the world's wealth was necessarily finite
and empires were created by taking land from other states. The East India Company was thus an ideal tool to create a
vast new English imperial dominion by warring with the Dutch and the Mogul Empire in India. After 1689 came an
alternative understanding of economics, which saw Britain as a commercial rather than an agrarian society. The
proponents of this view, most famously Adam Smith in 1776, realized that wealth was created by human endeavor
and was thus potentially infinite.[101]

Legacy
The Glorious Revolution of 1688 is considered by some as being one of the most important events in the long
evolution of the respective powers of Parliament and the Crown in England. With the passage of the Bill of Rights, it
stamped out once and for all any possibility of a Catholic monarchy, and ended moves towards absolute monarchy in
the British kingdoms by circumscribing the monarch's powers. These powers were greatly restricted; he or she could
no longer suspend laws, levy taxes, make royal appointments, or maintain a standing army during peacetime without
Parliament's permission — to this day the Army is known as the "British Army" not the "Royal Army" as it is, in
some sense, Parliament's Army and not that of the King. (This is, however, a complex issue, as the Crown remained
— and remains — the source of all executive authority in the British army, with legal implications for unlawful
orders etc.[102] Since 1689, government under a system of constitutional monarchy in England, and later the United
Kingdom, has been uninterrupted. Since then, Parliament's power has steadily increased while the Crown's has
steadily declined. Unlike in the English civil war of the mid-seventeenth century, the "Glorious Revolution" did not
involve the masses of ordinary people in England (the majority of the bloodshed occurred in Ireland). This fact has
led many historians to suggest that, in England at least, the events more closely resemble a coup d'état than a social
revolution.[103] This view of events does not contradict what was originally meant by "revolution": the coming round
of an old system of values in a circular motion, back to its original position, as Britain's constitution was reasserted,
rather than formed anew.[104] [105]

Prior to his arrival in England, the new king William III of England was not Anglican, but rather was a member of
the Dutch Reformed Church. Consequently, as a Calvinist and Presbyterian he was now in the unenviable position of
being the head of the Church of England, while technically being a Nonconformist. This was, however, not his main
motive for promoting religious toleration. More important in that respect was the need to keep happy his Catholic
allies[106] in the coming struggle with Louis XIV.[107] Though he had promised legal toleration for Catholics in his
Declaration of October, 1688, he was ultimately unsuccessful in this respect, due to opposition by the Tories in the
new Parliament.[108] The Revolution led to the Act of Toleration of 1689, which granted toleration to Nonconformist
Protestants, but not to Catholics.
The Williamite war in Ireland can be seen as the source of later conflict, including The Troubles of recent times. The
Williamite victory in Ireland is still commemorated by the Orange Order for preserving British and Protestant
dominance in the country.
Lord Macaulay's account of the Revolution in "The History of England from the Accession of James the Second"
exemplifies its semi-mystical significance to later generations.
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• List of James II deserters to William of Orange
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[103] The importance of the event has divided historians ever since Friedrich Engels judged it "a relatively puny event" (Engels 1997, p. 269).
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1689 Boston revolt
The 1689 Boston revolt occurred when Puritan Bostonians, inspired by Glorious Revolution of 1688, ousted the
unpopular governor, Edmund Andros, and sent him back to England for trial.

Causes of the revolt
Sir Edmund Andros had been appointed governor of the Dominion of New England, which consisted of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. One of the acts which made Andros
hated by many was the seizure of the colonial charters, notably that of Connecticut, which was reportedly hidden in
the Charter Oak to keep it out of Andros' hands. The governor also revoked all land titles in Massachusetts, causing
much anger among the population. The royal troops stationed in Boston also were reported to have acted
disrespectfully, earning the hatred of many locals.
King James II of England became increasingly unpopular, in part due to his Catholicism, which he attempted to
force upon his subjects.[1] Protestant civilian and military leaders sent word to the Dutch Prince of Orange, who had
married Mary, daughter of King James, asking him to help oust James and take his place on the throne. The prince
accepted, and the bloodless revolution that followed established him as King William III, and his wife as co-ruler.

Revolt in Boston
When a proclamation of the revolution reached Boston, Andros had the messenger arrested,[2] but the people were
emboldened by the news. On 18 April 1688, armed colonists, inspired by prominent citizens including Cotton
Mather and members of Andros' governing council[3] , rebelled and took control of the city, capturing the captain of
a frigate docked in the harbor. According to some accounts, Andros panicked, fleeing the city dressed in women's
clothing but was discovered because boots he was wearing were visible. By another account,[4] the governor took
refuge in Fort Hill[3] , along with several other officials. The royal troops stationed at the fort refused to fire on the
crowd, which seized the fort and jailed the officials. The commander at Castle Island was forced to surrender by the
colonists and was promptly imprisoned.[3] Andros was sent back to England for trial, where he was immediately
released.
Smaller revolts occurred[3] in other New England colonies, while Lieutenant Governor Nicholson was overthrown by
Dutch colonists, supported by the militia, in New York City during Leisler's Rebellion[5]

After the revolt, the charters of Rhode Island and Connecticut were restored, and Massachusetts was granted a
second one. The Dominion of New England was dissolved[3] , and Thomas Hinckley was appointed governor of
Massachusetts.
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American Revolution
In this article, inhabitants of the thirteen colonies that supported the American Revolution are primarily
referred to as "Americans," with occasional references to "Patriots," "Whigs," "Rebels" or "Revolutionaries."
Colonists who supported the British in opposing the Revolution are usually referred to as "Loyalists" or
"Tories." The geographical area of the thirteen colonies is often referred to simply as "America."

John Trumbull's Declaration of Independence,
showing the five-man committee in charge of

drafting the Declaration in 1776 as it presents its
work to the Second Continental Congress in

Philadelphia

The American Revolution was the political upheaval during the last
half of the 18th century in which thirteen colonies in North America
joined together to break free from the British Empire, combining to
become the United States of America. They first rejected the authority
of the Parliament of Great Britain to govern them from overseas
without representation, and then expelled all royal officials. By 1774
each colony had established a Provincial Congress, or an equivalent
governmental institution, to form individual self-governing states. The
British responded by sending combat troops to re-impose direct rule.
Through representatives sent in 1775 to the Second Continental
Congress, the new states joined together at first to defend their
respective self-governance and manage the armed conflict against the
British known as the American Revolutionary War (1775–83, also
American War of Independence). Ultimately, the states collectively determined that the British monarchy, by acts of
tyranny, could no longer legitimately claim their allegiance. They then severed ties with the British Empire in July
1776, when the Congress issued the Declaration of Independence, rejecting the monarchy on behalf of the new
nation. The war ended with effective American victory in October 1781, followed by formal British abandonment of
any claims to the United States with the Treaty of Paris in 1783.

The American Revolution initiated a series of social, political, and intellectual transformations in early American
society and government. Americans rejected the oligarchies common in aristocratic Europe at the time, championing
instead the development of republicanism based on the Enlightenment understanding of liberalism. Among the
significant results of the revolution was the creation of a representative government responsible to the will of the
people. However, sharp political debates erupted over the appropriate level of democracy desirable in the new
government, with a number of Founders fearing mob rule.
Many fundamental issues of national governance were settled with the ratification of the Constitution of the United 
States in 1788, which replaced the relatively weaker first attempt at a national government, the Articles of 
Confederation adopted in 1781. In contrast to the loose confederation, the Constitution established a strong federated 
government. The United States Bill of Rights (1791), comprising the first 10 constitutional amendments, quickly 
followed. It guaranteed many natural rights that were influential in justifying the revolution, and attempted to 
balance a strong national government with relatively broad personal liberties. The American shift to liberal
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republicanism, and the gradually increasing democracy, caused an upheaval of traditional social hierarchy and gave
birth to the ethic that has formed a core of political values in the United States.[1]

Origins

Before the Revolution: The Thirteen Colonies are
in pink

The American Revolution was predicated by a number of ideas and
events that, combined, led to a political and social separation of
colonial possessions from the home nation and a coalescing of those
former individual colonies into an independent nation.

Summary

The revolutionary era began in 1763, when the French military threat
to British North American colonies ended.

Adopting the policy that the colonies should pay an increased
proportion of the costs associated with keeping them in the Empire, Britain imposed a series of direct taxes followed
by other laws intended to demonstrate British authority, all of which proved extremely unpopular in America.
Because the colonies lacked elected representation in the governing British Parliament, many colonists considered
the laws to be illegitimate and a violation of their rights as Englishmen. In 1772, groups of colonists began to create
Committees of Correspondence, which would lead to their own Provincial Congresses in most of the colonies. In the
course of two years, the Provincial Congresses or their equivalents rejected the Parliament and effectively replaced
the British ruling apparatus in the former colonies, culminating in 1774 with the coordinating First Continental
Congress.[2]

In response to protests in Boston over Parliament's attempts to assert authority, the British sent combat troops,
dissolved local governments, and imposed direct rule by Royal officials. Consequently, the Colonies mobilized their
militias, and fighting broke out in 1775. First ostensibly loyal to King George III, the repeated pleas by the First
Continental Congress for royal intervention on their behalf with Parliament resulted in the declaration by the King
that the states were "in rebellion", and Congress traitors. In 1776, representatives from each of the original thirteen
states voted unanimously in the Second Continental Congress to adopt a Declaration of Independence, which now
rejected the British monarchy in addition to its Parliament. The Declaration established the United States, which was
originally governed as a loose confederation through a representative government selected by state legislatures (see
Second Continental Congress and Congress of the Confederation).

Liberalism, republicanism, and religion

John Locke's ideas on liberty greatly influenced the political thinking behind the revolution. Jean-Jacques Rousseau's
theory of the "social contract" influenced Locke's belief that among humanity's natural rights was the right of the
people to overthrow their leaders, should those leaders betray the historic rights of Englishmen.[3] [4] In terms of
writing state and national constitutions, the Americans used Montesquieu's analysis of the "balanced" British
Constitution.
A motivating force behind the revolution was the American embrace of a political ideology called "republicanism",
which was dominant in the colonies by 1775. The republicanism was inspired by the "country party" in Britain,
whose critique of British government emphasized that corruption was a terrible reality in Britain.[5] Americans
feared the corruption was crossing the Atlantic; the commitment of most Americans to republican values and to their
rights, energized the revolution, as Britain was increasingly seen as hopelessly corrupt and hostile to American
interests. Britain seemed to threaten the established liberties that Americans enjoyed.[6] The greatest threat to liberty
was depicted as corruption—not just in London but at home as well. The colonists associated it with luxury and,
especially, inherited aristocracy, which they condemned.[7]
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The Founding Fathers were strong advocates of republican values, particularly Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry,
George Washington, Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and
Alexander Hamilton,[8] which required men to put civic duty ahead of their personal desires. Men had a civic duty to
be prepared and willing to fight for the rights and liberties of their countrymen and countrywomen. John Adams,
writing to Mercy Otis Warren in 1776, agreed with some classical Greek and Roman thinkers in that "Public Virtue
cannot exist without private, and public Virtue is the only Foundation of Republics." He continued:

"There must be a positive Passion for the public good, the public Interest, Honour, Power, and Glory,
established in the Minds of the People, or there can be no Republican Government, nor any real Liberty.
And this public Passion must be Superior to all private Passions. Men must be ready, they must pride
themselves, and be happy to sacrifice their private Pleasures, Passions, and Interests, nay their private
Friendships and dearest connections, when they Stand in Competition with the Rights of society."[9]

For women, "republican motherhood" became the ideal, exemplified by Abigail Adams and Mercy Otis Warren; the
first duty of the republican woman was to instil republican values in her children and to avoid luxury and ostentation.
Tom Paine's best-seller pamphlet Common Sense appeared in January 1776, after the Revolution had started. It was
widely distributed and loaned, and often read aloud in taverns, contributing significantly to spreading the ideas of
republicanism and liberalism, bolstering enthusiasm for separation from Britain, and encouraging recruitment for the
Continental Army. Paine provided a new and widely accepted argument for independence, by advocating a complete
break with history. Common Sense is oriented to the future in a way that compels the reader to make an immediate
choice. It offered a solution for Americans disgusted and alarmed at the threat of tyranny.[10]

Dissenting (i.e. Protestant, non-Church of England) churches of the day were the "school of democracy”[11] President
John Witherspoon of the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University) wrote widely circulated sermons linking
the American Revolution to the teachings of the Hebrew Bible. Throughout the colonies dissenting Protestant
congregations (Congregationalist, Baptist, and Presbyterian) preached Revolutionary themes in their sermons, while
most Church of England ministers preached loyalty to the King.[12] Religious motivation for fighting tyranny
reached across socioeconomic lines to encompass rich and poor, men and women, frontiersmen and townsmen,
farmers and merchants.[13]

The classical authors read in the Enlightenment period taught an abstract ideal of republican government that
included hierarchical social orders of king, aristocracy and commoners. It was widely believed that British liberties
relied on the balance of power between these three social orders, maintaining the hierarchal deference to the
privileged class.[14] Historian Bernard Bailyn notes, "Puritanism … and the epidemic evangelism of the
mid-eighteenth century, had created challenges to the traditional notions of social stratification” by preaching that the
Bible taught all men are equal, that the true value of a man lies in his moral behavior, not his class, and that all can
be saved."[15]

Controversial British legislation
The Revolution was predicated by a number of pieces of legislation originating from the British Parliament that, for
Americans, were illegitimate acts of a government that had no right to pass laws on Englishmen in the Americas who
did not have elected representation in that government. For the British, policy makers saw these laws as necessary to
rein in colonial subjects who, in the name of economic development that was designed to benefit the home nation,
had been allowed near-autonomy for too long.
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Navigation Acts

The British Empire at the time operated under the mercantile system, where economic assets, or capital, are
represented by bullion (gold, silver, and trade value) held by the state, which is best increased through a positive
balance of trade with other nations (exports minus imports). Mercantilism suggests that the ruling government
should advance these goals through playing a protectionist role in the economy, by encouraging exports and
discouraging imports, especially through the use of tariffs. Great Britain regulated the economies of the colonies
through the Navigation Acts according to the doctrines of mercantilism. Widespread evasion of these laws had long
been tolerated. Eventually, through the use of open-ended search warrants (Writs of Assistance), strict enforcement
of these Acts became the practice. In 1761, Massachusetts lawyer James Otis argued that the writs violated the
constitutional rights of the colonists. He lost the case, but John Adams later wrote, "American independence was
then and there born"[16]

In 1762, Patrick Henry argued the Parson's Cause in Virginia, where the legislature had passed a law and it was
vetoed by the King. Henry argued, "that a King, by disallowing Acts of this salutary nature, from being the father of
his people, degenerated into a Tyrant and forfeits all right to his subjects' obedience".[17]

Western frontier

Following the French and Indian War, the British government sought to minimize defense costs wherever possible
and was keen to maintain peaceful relations with those Indian tribes that had allied with the French. To this end, the
Proclamation of 1763 restricted settlement across the Appalachian Mountains as this was designated an Indian
Reserve. Regardless, groups of settlers continued to move west and establish farms. The proclamation was soon
modified and was no longer a hindrance to settlement, but its promulgation and the fact that it had been written
without consulting colonists angered them. The Quebec Act of 1774 extended Quebec's boundaries to the Ohio
River, shutting out the claims of the thirteen colonies. By then, however, the Americans had little regard for new
laws from London; they were drilling militia and organizing for war.[18]

Taxation without representation

By 1763, Great Britain possessed vast holdings in North America. In addition to the thirteen colonies, twenty-two
smaller colonies were ruled directly by royal governors. Victory in the Seven Years' War had given Great Britain
New France (Canada), Spanish Florida, and the Native American lands east of the Mississippi River. In 1765 the
colonists still considered themselves loyal subjects of the British Crown, with the same historic rights and
obligations as subjects in Britain.[19]

The British did not expect the colonies to contribute to the interest or the retirement of debt incurred during the
French and Indian War, but they did expect a portion of the expenses for colonial defense to be paid by the
Americans. Estimating the expenses of defending the continental colonies and the West Indies to be approximately
£200,000 annually, the British goal after the end of this war was that the colonies would be taxed for £78,000 of this
amount.
Parliament intended the tax to show that it ruled the colonies.[20] The colonists objected chiefly on the grounds not
that the taxes were high (they were low) but that they had no representation in the Parliament which passed the taxes.
On the one hand, Lord North in 1775 argued for the British position that Englishmen paid on average twenty-five
shillings annually in taxes whereas Americans paid only sixpence.[21] The colonists countered that such an argument
failed to take into consideration the taxes collected by colonial governments - they believed, especially considering
the economic restraints the British were keen to enforce in the colonies, that any additional tax burden from London
was excessive.
The colonists did not object to the principle of contributing to the cost of their defense (colonial legislatures spent 
large sums raising and outfitting militias during the French and Indian War), but they disputed the need for the 
Crown to station regular British troops in North America. In the absence of a French threat, colonists believed the
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colonial militias (which were funded by taxes raised by colonial legislatures) to be sufficient.[22] Many colonists
favored maintaining regular military units to defend the territories from Indian attacks. The British were unwilling to
commission colonial officers nor would they recognize colonial commissions, effectively negating the will or the
legal authority of the colonies to contribute to defense in that sort of way. British objections to colonial preferences
with regards to defense were based on politics as opposed to military necessity. With some 1,500 well-connected
British officers who would have become redundant in the aftermath of the Seven Years War, London would have
had to discharge them if they did not assign them to North America.[23]

The slogan "No taxation without representation" became popular in many American circles. London argued that the
colonists were "virtually represented"; but most Americans rejected this.[24]

Sugar Act, Paper Bills of Credit Act, and Quartering Act

In 1764, Parliament enacted the Sugar Act and the Currency Act, further vexing the colonists. Protests led to a
powerful new weapon, the systematic boycott of British goods. The British later enacted the Quartering Act, which
stated that British soldiers were to be quartered at the expense of residents in certain areas. Colonists objected to this
as well.

Stamp Act 1765

Burning of the Gaspée

In 1765 the Stamp Act was the first direct tax levied by Parliament on the
colonies. All official documents, newspapers, almanacs, and pamphlets— decks
of playing cards—were required to have the stamps. Representatives of all 13
colonies protested vehemently, as popular leaders such as Patrick Henry in
Virginia and James Otis in Massachusetts, rallied the people in opposition. A
secret group, the "Sons of Liberty" formed in many towns and threatened
violence if anyone sold the stamps, and no one did.[25] In Boston, the Sons of
Liberty burned the records of the vice-admiralty court and looted the home of the
chief justice, Thomas Hutchinson. Several legislatures called for united action,
and nine colonies sent delegates to the Stamp Act Congress in New York City in
October 1765. Moderates led by John Dickinson drew up a "Declaration of
Rights and Grievances" stating that taxes passed without representation violated
their Rights of Englishmen. Lending weight to the argument was an economic
boycott of British merchandise, as imports into the colonies fell from £2,250,000
in 1764 to £1,944,000 in 1765. In London, the Rockingham government came to
power and Parliament debated whether to repeal the stamp tax or send an army to enforce it. Benjamin Franklin
made the case for the boycotters, explaining the colonies had spent heavily in manpower, money, and blood in
defense of the empire in a series of wars against the French and Native Americans, and that further taxes to pay for
those wars were unjust and might bring about a rebellion. Parliament agreed and repealed the tax, but in a
"Declaratory Act" of March 1766 insisted that parliament retained full power to make laws for the colonies "in all
cases whatsoever".[17]

Townshend Act 1767 and Boston Massacre 1770

In 1767, the Parliament passed the Townshend Acts, which placed a tax on a number of essential goods including 
paper, glass, and tea. Angered at the tax increases, colonists organized a boycott of British goods. In Boston on 
March 5, 1770, a large mob gathered around a group of British soldiers. The mob grew more and more threatening, 
throwing snowballs, rocks and debris at the soldiers. One soldier was clubbed and fell. All but one of the soldiers 
fired into the crowd. Eleven people were hit; three civilians were killed at the scene of the shooting, and two died 
after the incident. The event quickly came to be called the Boston Massacre. Although the soldiers were tried and
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acquitted (defended by John Adams), the widespread descriptions soon became propaganda to turn colonial
sentiment against the British. This in turn began a downward spiral in the relationship between Britain and the
Province of Massachusetts.

Tea Act 1773

This 1846 lithograph has become a classic image
of the Boston Tea Party

In June 1772, in what became known as the Gaspée Affair, a British
warship that had been vigorously enforcing unpopular trade regulations
was burned by American patriots. Soon afterwards, Governor Thomas
Hutchinson of Massachusetts reported that he and the royal judges
would be paid directly from London, thus bypassing the colonial
legislature.

On December 16, 1773, a group of men, led by Samuel Adams and
dressed to evoke American Indians, boarded the ships of the
government-favored British East India Company and dumped an
estimated £10,000 worth of tea on board (approximately £636,000 in
2008) into the harbor. This event became known as the Boston Tea Party and remains a significant part of American
patriotic lore.

Intolerable Acts 1774

An American version of London cartoon that
denounces the "rape" of Boston in 1774 by the

Intolerable Acts

The British government responded by passing several Acts which came
to be known as the Intolerable Acts, which further darkened colonial
opinion towards the British. They consisted of four laws enacted by the
British parliament.[26] The first was the Massachusetts Government
Act, which altered the Massachusetts charter and restricted town
meetings. The second Act, the Administration of Justice Act, ordered
that all British soldiers to be tried were to be arraigned in Britain, not
in the colonies. The third Act was the Boston Port Act, which closed
the port of Boston until the British had been compensated for the tea
lost in the Boston Tea Party (the British never received such a
payment). The fourth Act was the Quartering Act of 1774, which
allowed royal governors to house British troops in the homes of
citizens without requiring permission of the owner.

American political opposition
American political opposition was initially through the colonial assemblies such as the Stamp Act Congress, which
included representatives from across the colonies. In 1765, the Sons of Liberty were formed which used public
demonstrations, violence and threats of violence to ensure that the British tax laws were unenforceable. While
openly hostile to what they considered an oppressive Parliament acting illegally, colonists persisted in numerous
petitions and pleas for intervention from a monarch to whom they still claimed loyalty. In late 1772, after the Gaspée
Affair, Samuel Adams set about creating new Committees of Correspondence, which linked Patriots in all thirteen
colonies and eventually provided the framework for a rebel government. In early 1773 Virginia, the largest colony,
set up its Committee of Correspondence, on which Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson served.[27]

In response to the Massachusetts Government Act, Massachusetts and then other colonies formed local governments 
called "Provincial Congresses". In 1774, the First Continental Congress convened, consisting of representatives from 
each of the Provincial Congresses or their equivalents, to serve as a conduit for deliberation and collective action. 
Standing Committees of Safety were created by each Provincial Congress or equivalent for the enforcement of the

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Boston_tea_party.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gasp%C3%A9e_Affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Honourable_East_India_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_Tea_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:RapeBoston.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Intolerable_Acts
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Massachusetts_Government_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Massachusetts_Government_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Administration_of_Justice_Act_1774
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Boston_Port_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Quartering_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sons_of_Liberty
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gasp%C3%A9e_Affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gasp%C3%A9e_Affair
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Massachusetts_Government_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=First_Continental_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Committees_of_Safety


American Revolution 181

resolutions by the Committee of Correspondence, Provincial Congress, and the Continental Congress. British
colonies in North America that did not have government responsible to its people did not join the Continental
Congress, but remained loyal to the Crown. They included: Quebec, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Bermuda, West
Florida and East Florida.

Factions: Patriots, Loyalists and Neutrals
The population of the Thirteen Colonies was far from homogeneous, particularly in their political views and
attitudes. Loyalties and allegiances varied widely not only within regions and communities, but also within families
and sometimes shifted during the course of the Revolution.

Patriots – The Revolutionaries
At the time, revolutionaries were called "Patriots", "Whigs", "Congress-men", or "Americans". They included a full
range of social and economic classes, but a unanimity regarding the need to defend the rights of Americans. After the
war, Patriots such as George Washington, James Madison, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay were
deeply devoted to republicanism while also eager to build a rich and powerful nation, while Patriots such as Patrick
Henry, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson represented democratic impulses and the agrarian plantation
element that wanted a localized society with greater political equality.
The word "patriot" refers to a person in the colonies who sided with the American Revolution. Calling the
revolutionaries "patriots" is a long-standing historical convention, which began prior to the war. For example, the
term “Patriot” was in use by American colonists during the 1760s.
Generally speaking, during the Age of Enlightenment, the word "patriot" was not used interchangeably with
"nationalist", as it is today. Rather, the concept of patriotism was linked to enlightenment values concerning a
common good, which transcended national and social boundaries. Patriotism, thus, did not require someone to
support their leader's actions or a nation's policies in all circumstances, and there wouldn't necessarily be a
contradiction between being a patriot and revolting against king and country.[28]

Psychology

One way to understand the Patriots is to compare their psychology with that of the Loyalists. Labaree (1948) has
identified eight characteristics of the Loyalists that made them essentially conservative; opposite traits characterized
the patriots. Psychologically, Loyalists were older, better established, and resisted innovation. They thought
resistance to the Crown—the legitimate government—was morally wrong, while the Patriots thought morality was
on their side. They were alienated when the Patriots resorted to violence, such as burning houses and tarring and
feathering. Loyalists wanted to take a middle-of-the road position and were angry when forced by the Patriots to
declare their opposition. Many Loyalists, especially merchants in the port cities, had a long-standing sentimental
attachment to Britain (often with business and family links to other parts of the British Empire). Some Loyalists were
procrastinators who realized that independence was bound to come some day, but wanted to postpone the moment;
the Patriots wanted to seize the moment. Loyalists were cautious and afraid of anarchy or tyranny that might come
from mob rule; Patriots made a systematic effort to use and control mob violence. Finally, Labaree argues that
Loyalists were pessimists who lacked the confidence in the future displayed by the Patriots.[29] [30] [31]

Class factors

Historians, such as J. Franklin Jameson in the early 20th century, examined the class composition of the Patriot 
cause, looking for evidence that there was a class war inside the revolution. In the last 50 years, historians have 
largely abandoned that interpretation, emphasizing instead the high level of ideological unity.[32] Just as there were 
rich and poor Loyalists, the Patriots were a 'mixed lot', with the richer and better educated more likely to become 
officers in the Army. Ideological demands always came first: the Patriots viewed independence as a means of freeing
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themselves from British oppression and taxation and, above all, reasserting what they considered to be their rights.
Most yeomen farmers, craftsmen, and small merchants joined the patriot cause as well, demanding more political
equality. They were especially successful in Pennsylvania and less so in New England, where John Adams attacked
Thomas Paine's Common Sense for the "absurd democratical notions" it proposed.[33]

Loyalists and neutrals
While there is no way of knowing the actual numbers, historians have estimated that about 15–20% of the population
remained loyal to the British Crown; these were known at the time as "Loyalists", "Tories", or "King's men".[34] [35]

The Loyalists never controlled territory unless the British Army occupied it.[36] Loyalists were typically older, less
willing to break with old loyalties, often connected to the Church of England, and included many established
merchants with business connections across the Empire, as well as royal officials such as Thomas Hutchinson of
Boston. The revolution sometimes divided families; for example, the Franklins. William Franklin, son of Benjamin
Franklin and Governor of New Jersey remained Loyal to the Crown throughout the war and never spoke to his father
again. Recent immigrants who had not been fully Americanized were also inclined to support the King, such as
recent Scottish settlers in the back country; among the more striking examples of this, see Flora MacDonald.[37]

Most Native Americans rejected pleas that they remain neutral and supported the king. The tribes that depended
most heavily upon colonial trade tended to side with the revolutionaries, though political factors were important as
well. The most prominent Native American leader siding with the king was Joseph Brant of the Mohawk nation, who
led frontier raids on isolated settlements in Pennsylvania and New York until an American army under John Sullivan
secured New York in 1779, forcing the Loyalist Indians permanently into Canada.[38]

Some African-American slaves became politically active and supported the king, especially in Virginia where the
royal governor actively recruited black men into the British forces in return for manumission, protection for their
families, and the promise of land grants. Following the war, many of these "Black Loyalists" settled in Nova Scotia,
Upper and Lower Canada, and other parts of the British Empire, where the descendants of some remain today.[39]

A minority of uncertain size tried to stay neutral in the war. Most kept a low profile. However, the Quakers,
especially in Pennsylvania, were the most important group that was outspoken for neutrality. As patriots declared
independence, the Quakers, who continued to do business with the British, were attacked as supporters of British
rule, "contrivers and authors of seditious publications" critical of the revolutionary cause.[40]

After the war, the great majority of the 450,000–500,000 Loyalists remained in America and resumed normal lives.
Some, such as Samuel Seabury, became prominent American leaders. Estimates vary, but about 62,000 Loyalists
relocated to Canada, and others to Britain (7,000) or to Florida or the West Indies (9,000). This made up
approximately 2% of the total population of the colonies. When Loyalists left the South in 1783, they took thousands
of blacks with them as slaves to the British West Indies.[41]
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Women

Abigail Adams

Several types of women contributed to the American Revolution in
multiple ways. Like men, women participated on both sides of the war.
Among women, European Americans, African Americans, and Native
Americans also divided between the Patriot and Loyalist causes.

While formal Revolutionary politics did not include women, ordinary
domestic behaviors became charged with political significance as
patriot women confronted a war that permeated all aspects of political,
civil, and domestic life. They participated by boycotting British goods,
spying on the British, following armies as they marched, washing,
cooking, and tending for soldiers, delivering secret messages, and in a
few cases like Deborah Samson fighting disguised as men. Above all,
they continued the agricultural work at home to feed the armies and
their families.[42]

The boycott of British goods required the willing participation of
American women; the boycotted items were largely household items
such as tea and cloth. Women had to return to spinning and
weaving—skills that had fallen into disuse. In 1769, the women of Boston produced 40,000 skeins of yarn, and 180
women in Middletown, Massachusetts, wove 20522 yards (18765 m) of cloth.[43]

A crisis of political loyalties could also disrupt the fabric of colonial America women’s social worlds: whether a man
did or did not renounce his allegiance to the king could dissolve ties of class, family, and friendship, isolating
women from former connections. A woman’s loyalty to her husband, once a private commitment, could become a
political act, especially for women in America committed to men who remained loyal to the king. Legal divorce,
usually rare, was granted to patriot women whose husbands supported the king.[44]

Other participants

Spain
Spain joined in full the cause of the American Revolution by declaring war on England on June 21, 1779. Bernardo
de Gálvez y Madrid, general of the Spanish forces in New Spain who also served as governor of Louisiana was sent
to Florida at the head of an expedition of colonial troops to aid the American colonists in their rebellion against
Britain [45] The importance of Galvez's campaign from the American perspective was that he denied the British the
opportunity of encircling the American rebels from the south, and kept open a vital conduit for supplies. In
recognition to his help to the American cause, George Washington took him to his right in the parade of July 4 and
the American Congress cited Gálvez for his aid during the Revolution.[46] [47]
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France
In early 1776, France set up a major program of aid to the Americans, and the Spanish secretly added funds. Each
country spent one million "livres tournaises" to buy munitions. A dummy corporation run by Pierre Beaumarchais
concealed their activities. Americans obtained some munitions through Holland as well as French and Spanish ports
in the West Indies.[48]

Native Americans
The great majority of the 200,000 Native Americans east of the Mississippi distrusted the colonists and supported the
British cause.[49] Even though there was no major Native American participation during the war, the British provided
funding and weapons to attack American outposts. Some Indians tried to remain neutral, seeing little value in
participating yet again in a European conflict. A few supported the American cause.[50]

The British provided arms for the Indians, under Loyalist leadership, to raid frontier settlements from the Carolinas
to New York, threatening to massacre the settlers, especially in Pennsylvania. The most prominent was Mohawk
chief Joseph Brant, who led a band of 300 Indian warriors and 100 white loyalists in 1778 and 1780 multiple attacks
on small settlements in New York and Pennsylvania.[51] In 1776 Cherokee war parties attacked all along the
southern frontier.[52]

While the Cherokee could launch raids numbering a couple hundred warriors, as seen in the Chickamauga Wars,
they could not mobilize enough forces to fight a major invasion without allies. In 1779 Washington sent General
John Sullivan with four brigades of Continental soldiers to drive the Iroquois out of upstate western New York.
There was little combat but Sullivan systematically burned 40 (empty) Indian villages and, most important,
destroyed about 160,000 bushels of corn that comprised the winter food supply. Facing starvation the Iroquois
permanently fled to the Niagara Falls area and to Canada, where the British fed them.[53]

At the peace conference the British abandoned their Indian allies, and the Americans took possession of all the land
east of the Mississippi and north of Florida. Calloway concludes:

Burned villages and crops, murdered chiefs, divided councils and civil wars, migrations, towns and forts
choked with refugees, economic disruption, breaking of ancient traditions, losses in battle and to disease and
hunger, betrayal to their enemies, all made the American Revolution one of the darkest periods in American
Indian history.[54]

The British, however, did not give up their forts in the west until 1796 and kept alive the dream of one day forming a
satellite Indian nation in what is now the Ohio to Wisconsin part of the Midwest. That goal was one of the causes of
the War of 1812.[55] [56]

Slaves
Some slaves understood Revolutionary rhetoric as promising freedom and equality. Both British and American
governments made promises of freedom for service and some slaves fought in one or the other armies. Starting in
1777 abolition occurred in the North, usually on a gradual schedule with no payments to the owners, but slavery
persisted in the South and took on new life after 1790.[57]

During the Revolution, efforts were made by the British to turn slavery against the Americans,[35] but historian
David Brion Davis explains the difficulties with a policy of wholesale arming of the slaves:

But England greatly feared the effects of any such move on its own West Indies, where Americans had already
aroused alarm over a possible threat to incite slave insurrections. The British elites also understood that an
all-out attack on one form of property could easily lead to an assault on all boundaries of privilege and social
order, as envisioned by radical religious sects in Britain’s seventeenth-century civil wars.[58]

Davis underscored the British dilemma: "Britain, when confronted by the rebellious American colonists, hoped to 
exploit their fear of slave revolts while also reassuring the large number of slave-holding Loyalists and wealthy
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Caribbean planters and merchants that their slave property would be secure".[59] The colonists accused the British of
encouraging slave revolts.[60]

American advocates of independence were commonly lampooned in Britain for their hypocritical calls for freedom,
while many of their leaders were slave-holders. Samuel Johnson snapped, "how is it we hear the loudest yelps for
liberty among the [slave] drivers of the Negroes?"[61] Benjamin Franklin countered by criticizing the British
self-congratulation about "the freeing of one Negro" (Somersett) while they continued to permit the Slave Trade.[62]

Phyllis Wheatley, a black poet who popularized the image of Columbia to represent America, came to public
attention when her Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral appeared in 1773[63]

Military hostilities begin

Join, or Die by Benjamin Franklin was recycled
to encourage the former colonies to unite against

British rule

The Battle of Lexington and Concord took place April 19, 1775, when
the British sent a force of roughly 1000 troops to confiscate arms and
arrest revolutionaries in Concord.[64] They clashed with the local
militia, marking the first fighting of the American Revolutionary War.
The news aroused the 13 colonies to call out their militias and send
troops to besiege Boston. The Battle of Bunker Hill followed on June
17, 1775. While a British victory, it was at a great cost; about 1,000
British casualties from a garrison of about 6,000, as compared to 500
American casualties from a much larger force.[65] [66]

The Second Continental Congress convened in 1775, after the war had
started. The Congress created the Continental Army and extended the
Olive Branch Petition to the crown as an attempt at reconciliation.
King George III refused to receive it, issuing instead the Proclamation of Rebellion, requiring action against the
"traitors".

In the winter of 1775, the Americans invaded Canada. General Richard Montgomery captured Montreal but a joint
attack on Quebec with the help of Benedict Arnold failed.
In March 1776, with George Washington as the commander of the new army, the Continental Army forced the
British to evacuate Boston. The revolutionaries were now in full control of all 13 colonies and were ready to declare
independence. While there still were many Loyalists, they were no longer in control anywhere by July 1776, and all
of the Royal officials had fled.[67]

Prisoners
In August 1775, George III declared Americans in arms against royal authority to be traitors to the Crown. The
British government at first started treating captured rebel combatants as common criminals and preparations were
made to bring them to trial for treason. American Secretary Lord Germain and First Lord of the Admiralty Lord
Sandwich were especially eager to do so, with a particular emphasis on those who had previously served in British
units (and thereby sworn an oath of allegiance to the crown).
Many of the prisoners taken by the British at Bunker Hill apparently expected to be hanged, but British authorities
declined to take the next step: treason trials and executions. There were tens of thousands of Loyalists under
American control who would have been at risk for treason trials of their own (by the Americans), and the British
built much of their strategy around using these Loyalists. After the surrender at Saratoga in 1777, there were
thousands of British prisoners in American hands.
Therefore no American prisoners were put on trial for treason, although most were badly treated and many died 
nonetheless, resulting in more deaths than every American battlefield and naval action fatality, combined.[68] [69] 

Eventually they were technically accorded the rights of belligerents in 1782, by act of Parliament, when they were
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officially recognized as prisoners of war rather than traitors. At the end of the war, both sides released their surviving
prisoners.[70]

Creating new state constitutions
Following the Battle of Bunker Hill in June 1775, the Patriots had control of most of Massachusetts; the Loyalists
suddenly found themselves on the defensive. In all thirteen colonies, Patriots had overthrown their existing
governments, closing courts and driving British governors, agents and supporters from their homes. They had elected
conventions and "legislatures" that existed outside of any legal framework; new constitutions were used in each state
to supersede royal charters. They declared they were states now, not colonies.[71]

On January 5, 1776, New Hampshire ratified the first state constitution, six months before the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. Then, in May 1776, Congress voted to suppress all forms of crown authority, to be
replaced by locally created authority. Virginia, South Carolina, and New Jersey created their constitutions before
July 4. Rhode Island and Connecticut simply took their existing royal charters and deleted all references to the
crown.[72]

The new states had to decide not only what form of government to create, they first had to decide how to select those
who would craft the constitutions and how the resulting document would be ratified. In states where the wealthy
exerted firm control over the process, such as Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, New York and Massachusetts, the
results were constitutions that featured:
• Substantial property qualifications for voting and even more substantial requirements for elected positions

(though New York and Maryland lowered property qualifications);[71]

• Bicameral legislatures, with the upper house as a check on the lower;
• Strong governors, with veto power over the legislature and substantial appointment authority;
• Few or no restraints on individuals holding multiple positions in government;
• The continuation of state-established religion.

Benjamin Rush, 1783

In states where the less affluent had organized sufficiently to have
significant power—especially Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New
Hampshire—the resulting constitutions embodied

• universal white manhood suffrage, or minimal property
requirements for voting or holding office (New Jersey enfranchised
some property owning widows, a step that it retracted 25 years
later);

• strong, unicameral legislatures;
• relatively weak governors, without veto powers, and little

appointing authority;
• prohibition against individuals holding multiple government posts;
Whether conservatives or radicals held sway in a state did not mean
that the side with less power accepted the result quietly. The radical
provisions of Pennsylvania's constitution lasted only fourteen years. In
1790, conservatives gained power in the state legislature, called a new
constitutional convention, and rewrote the constitution. The new
constitution substantially reduced universal white-male suffrage, gave the governor veto power and patronage
appointment authority, and added an upper house with substantial wealth qualifications to the unicameral legislature.
Thomas Paine called it a constitution unworthy of America.[73]
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Independence and Union

Common Sense by Thomas Paine

On January 10, 1776, Thomas Paine published a political pamphlet
entitled Common Sense arguing that the only solution to the problems
with Britain was independence and a liberal republic.[74] In the ensuing
months, before the allied states declared independence in unison in the
name of the United States, the colonies had begun the process of
creating their own constitutions to form sovereign states and some of
them individually took the step to declare independence. Virginia, for
instance, declared its independence from Great Britain on May 15,
1776. The war had been underway since April 1775, and until this
point, the states had sought favorable peace terms; compromise was no
longer a possibility, despite belated British efforts to come to a
political resolution.[75]

Johannes Adam Simon Oertel. Pulling Down the
Statue of King George III, N.Y.C., ca. 1859. The
painting is a romanticised version of the Sons of

Liberty destroying the symbol of monarchy
following the reading by George Washington of
the United States Declaration of Independence to
the Continental Army and residents on the New

York City commons, July 9th, 1776.

On June 11, 1776, the Second Continental Congress appointed a
committee to prepare a draft declaration of independence. Thomas
Jefferson, with John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, brought the draft
before Congress on June 28. On July 2, 1776, Congress voted the
independence of the United States; two days later, on July 4, it adopted
the Declaration of Independence, which date is now celebrated as
Independence Day in the United States.

On June 12, 1776, the Second Continental Congress resolved to
appoint a committee of thirteen to prepare a draft agreement on a
governing constitution and a perpetual union of the states. The Articles
of Confederation and Perpetual Union, commonly known as the
Articles of Confederation or simply the Articles, formed the first
governing document of the United States of America, based on a
confederation type government. Of equal importance is the fact that the
Articles combined the sovereign states into a perpetual Union. The
Second Continental Congress approved the Articles for ratification by
the States on November 15, 1777, and began operating under their terms. The Articles were formally ratified when
the representatives of Maryland became the last to apply their signatures to the document on March 1, 1781. At that
point, the Continental Congress was dissolved and on the following day a new government of the United States in
Congress Assembled took its place, with Samuel Huntington as President.[76] [77]
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Defending the Revolution

George Washington rallying his troops at the
Battle of Princeton

British return: 1776–1777

After Washington forced the British out of Boston in spring 1776,
neither the British nor the Loyalists controlled any significant areas.
The British, however, were massing forces at their great naval base at
Halifax, Nova Scotia. They returned in force in July 1776, landing in
New York and defeating Washington's Continental Army in August at
the Battle of Brooklyn in one of the largest engagements of the war.
The British requested a meeting with representatives from Congress to
negotiate an end to hostilities, and a delegation including John Adams
and Benjamin Franklin met Howe on Staten Island in New York
Harbor on September 11. Howe demanded a retraction of the Declaration of Independence, which was refused, and
negotiations ended until 1781. The British then quickly seized New York City and nearly captured General
Washington. They made the city their main political and military base of operations in North America, holding it
until November 1783. New York City consequently became the destination for Loyalist refugees, and a focal point
of Washington's intelligence network.[78] The British also took New Jersey, pushing the Continental Army into
Pennsylvania, but in a surprise attack in late December 1776 Washington crossed the Delaware River back into New
Jersey and defeated Hessian and British armies at Trenton and Princeton, thereby regaining New Jersey. The
victories gave an important boost to pro-independence supporters at a time when morale was flagging, and have
become iconic events of the war.

In 1777, as part of a grand strategy to end the war, the British sent an invasion force from Canada to seal off New
England, which the British perceived as the primary source of agitators. In a major case of mis-coordination, the
British army in New York City went to Philadelphia which it captured from Washington. The invasion army under
Burgoyne waited in vain for reinforcements from New York, and became trapped upstate. It surrendered after the
Battle of Saratoga, New York, in October 1777. From early October 1777 until November 15 a pivotal siege at Fort
Mifflin, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania distracted British troops and allowed Washington time to preserve the
Continental Army by safely leading his troops to harsh winter quarters at Valley Forge.

American alliances after 1778
The capture of a British army at Saratoga encouraged the French to formally enter the war in support of Congress, as
Benjamin Franklin negotiated a permanent military alliance in early 1778, significantly becoming the first country to
officially recognize the Declaration of Independence. William Pitt spoke out in parliament urging Britain to make
peace in America, and unite with America against France, while other British politicians who had previously
sympathised with colonial grievances now turned against the American rebels for allying with British international
rival and enemy.[79]

Later Spain (in 1779) and the Dutch (1780) became allies of the French, leaving the British Empire to fight a global
war alone without major allies, and requiring it to slip through a combined blockade of the Atlantic. The American
theater thus became only one front in Britain's war.[80] [81] The British were forced to withdraw troops from
continental America to reinforce the valuable sugar-producing Caribbean colonies, which were considered more
valuable.
Because of the alliance with France and the deteriorating military situation, Sir Henry Clinton, the British 
commander, evacuated Philadelphia to reinforce New York City. General Washington attempted to intercept the 
retreating column, resulting in the Battle of Monmouth Court House, the last major battle fought in the north. After 
an inconclusive engagement, the British successfully retreated to New York City. The northern war subsequently
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became a stalemate, as the focus of attention shifted to the smaller southern theater.[82]

The British move South, 1778–1783
The British strategy in America now concentrated on a campaign in the southern colonies. With fewer regular troops
at their disposal, the British commanders saw the Southern Strategy as a more viable plan, as the south was
perceived as being more strongly Loyalist, with a large population of recent immigrants as well as large numbers of
slaves who might be captured or run away to join the British.[83]

Beginning in late December 1778, the British captured Savannah and controlled the Georgia coastline. In 1780 they
launched a fresh invasion and took Charleston as well. A significant victory at the Battle of Camden meant that royal
forces soon controlled most of Georgia and South Carolina. The British set up a network of forts inland, hoping the
Loyalists would rally to the flag. Not enough Loyalists turned out, however, and the British had to fight their way
north into North Carolina and Virginia, with a severely weakened army. Behind them much of the territory they had
already captured dissolved into a chaotic guerrilla war, fought predominantly between bands of Loyalist and
American militia, which negated many of the gains the British had previously made.[84] The excesses brought on by
the guerilla warfare (though famously exaggerated in the 2000 film The Patriot) were enough to erode support for
the British in the region where it had been strongest.

Yorktown 1781

The siege of Yorktown ended with the surrender
of a second British army, paving the way for the

end of the American Revolutionary War

The southern British army marched to Yorktown, Virginia where they
expected to be rescued by a British fleet which would take them back
to New York.[85] When that fleet was defeated by a French fleet,
however, they became trapped in Yorktown.[86] In October 1781 under
a combined siege by the French and Continental armies, the British,
under the command of General Cornwallis, surrendered. However,
Cornwallis was so embarrassed at his defeat that he had to send his
second in command to surrender for him.[87]

News of the defeat effectively ended major offensive operations in
America. Support for the conflict had never been strong in Britain,
where many sympathised with the rebels, but now it reached a new
low.[88]

Although King George III personally wanted to fight on, his supporters lost control of Parliament, and no further
major land offensives were launched in the American Theatre.[89] A final naval battle was fought on March 10, 1783
off the coast of Cape Canaveral by Captain John Barry and the crew of the USS Alliance, who defeated three British
warships led by HMS Sybil that were trying to take the payroll of the Continental Army.

Peace treaty
The peace treaty with Britain, known as the Treaty of Paris, gave the U.S. all land east of the Mississippi River and
south of the Great Lakes, though not including Florida (On September 3, 1783, Britain entered into a separate
agreement with Spain under which Britain ceded Florida back to Spain.). The Native American nations actually
living in this region were not a party to this treaty and did not recognize it until they were defeated militarily by the
United States. Issues regarding boundaries and debts were not resolved until the Jay Treaty of 1795.[90]
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Impact on Britain
Losing the war and the 13 colonies was a shock to the British system. The war revealed the limitations of Britain's
fiscal-military state when it had powerful enemies, no allies, depended on extended and vulnerable transatlantic lines
of communication, and was faced for the first time since the 17th century by both Protestant and Catholic foes. The
defeat heightened dissension and escalated political antagonism to the King's ministers. Inside parliament, the
primary concern changed from fears of an over-mighty monarch to the issues of representation, parliamentary reform
, and government retrenchment. Reformers sought to destroy what they saw as widespread institutional corruption.
The result was a powerful crisis, 1776-1783. The peace in 1783 left France financially prostrate, while the British
economy boomed thanks to the return of American business. The crisis ended after 1784 thanks to the king's
shrewdness in outwitting Charles James Fox (the leader of the Fox-North Coalition), and renewed confidence in the
system engendered by the leadership of the new Prime Minister, William Pitt. Historians conclude that loss of the
American colonies enabled Britain to deal with the French Revolution with more unity and better organization than
would otherwise have been the case.[91] [92]

Immediate aftermath

Interpretations
Interpretations about the effect of the Revolution vary. Though contemporary participants referred to the events as
"the revolution",[93] at one end of the spectrum is the view that the American Revolution was not "revolutionary" at
all, contending that it did not radically transform colonial society but simply replaced a distant government with a
local one.[94] More recent scholarship pioneered by historians such as Bernard Bailyn, Gordon Wood, and Edmund
Morgan accepts the contemporary view of the participants that the American Revolution was a unique and radical
event that produced deep changes and had a profound impact on world affairs, based on an increasing belief in the
principles of the Enlightenment as reflected in how liberalism was understood during the period, and republicanism.
These were demonstrated by a leadership and government that espoused protection of natural rights, and a system of
laws chosen by the people.[95]

Some historians, such as Daniel Boorstin, see the motivation for the revolution as primarily legal.[96] The adherence
of the colonists to the British constitution and what they viewed to be the tyrannical deprivation of English rights by
the British Parliament, in concert with the failure of King George III to protect his subjects from such abuses, are
what he sees as compelling the colonists to sever political ties with Great Britain.[96]

Loyalist expatriation
For roughly five percent of the inhabitants of the United States, defeat was followed by self-exile. Of those,
approximately 62,000 United Empire Loyalists left the newly founded republic, most settling in the remaining
British colonies in North America, such as the Province of Quebec (concentrating in the Eastern Townships), Prince
Edward Island, and Nova Scotia. The new colonies of Upper Canada (now Ontario) and New Brunswick were
created by Britain for their benefit.[97]

As an example or inspiration
After the Revolution, genuinely democratic politics became possible.[98] The rights of the people were incorporated 
into state constitutions. Thus came the widespread assertion of liberty, individual rights, equality and hostility toward 
corruption which would prove core values of liberal republicanism to Americans. The greatest challenge to the old 
order in Europe was the challenge to inherited political power and the democratic idea that government rests on the 
consent of the governed. The example of the first successful revolution against a European empire, and the first 
successful establishment of a republican form of democratically elected government, provided a model for many 
other colonial peoples who realized that they too could break away and become self-governing nations with directly
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elected representative government.[99]

In 1777, Morocco was the first state to recognize the independence of the United States of America. The two
countries signed the Moroccan-American Treaty of Friendship ten years later. Friesland, one of the seven United
Provinces of the Dutch Republic, was the next to recognize American independence (February 26, 1782), followed
by the Staten-Generaal of the Dutch Republic on April 19, 1782. John Adams became the first US Ambassador in
The Hague.[100]

Since the Dutch Republic was at war with the United Kingdom at the signing of the treaty in 1782, it is often
considered that Sweden was the first neutral sovereign power that recognized the United States of America. On April
3, 1783, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Count Gustaf Philip Creutz, representing the King of
Sweden, and Benjamin Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, signed a Treaty of Amity
and Commerce in Paris, France. In the Treaty, they pledged, firm, inviolable and universal peace and a true and
sincere friendship between the King, his heirs and successors, and the United States of America.[101]

The American Revolution was the first wave of the Atlantic Revolutions that took hold in the French Revolution, the
Haitian Revolution, and the Latin American wars of independence. Aftershocks reached Ireland in the Irish
Rebellion of 1798, in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and in the Netherlands.[102]

The Revolution had a strong, immediate impact in Great Britain, Ireland, the Netherlands, and France. Many British
and Irish Whigs spoke in favor of the American cause. The Revolution, along with the Dutch Revolt (end of the 16th
century) and the English Civil War (in the 17th century), was one of the first lessons in overthrowing an old regime
for many Europeans who later were active during the era of the French Revolution, such as Marquis de Lafayette.
The American Declaration of Independence had some impact on the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and
the Citizen of 1789.[103] [104] The spirit of the Declaration of Independence led to laws ending slavery in all the
Northern states and the Northwest Territory, with New Jersey the last in 1804—long before the British Parliament
acted in 1833 to abolish slavery in its colonies.[105]

National debt
The national debt after the American Revolution fell into three categories. The first was the $11 million owed to
foreigners—mostly debts to France during the American Revolution. The second and third—roughly $24 million
each—were debts owed by the national and state governments to Americans who had sold food, horses, and supplies
to the revolutionary forces. Congress agreed that the power and the authority of the new government would pay for
the foreign debts. There were also other debts that consisted of promissory notes issued during the Revolutionary
War to soldiers, merchants, and farmers who accepted these payments on the premise that the new Constitution
would create a government that would pay these debts eventually. The war expenses of the individual states added
up to $114 million compared to $37 million by the central government.[106] In 1790, at the recommendation of first
Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, Congress combined the remaining state debts with the foreign and
domestic debts into one national debt totaling $80 million. Everyone received face value for wartime certificates, so
that the national honor would be sustained and the national credit established.
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