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Beftdes, I cannot but advertife yon, that I have obferved
again March 6. 1672. the New Star under the Head of the
Conftellation of the Swan 5 butit can hardly be feenas yet
with the naked Eye.

Sa far this diligent 0'Jerver 5 with whofe Obfervations we
prefently acquainted fome of our Aftronomers here, to ¢xcite
them to make theirs alfo in this place ; who yet have feenno-
thing of this Comer hitherto.

Mean time we have received frefh Letters from Paris, ine
forming us, thatthere, and at La Flefche alfo, it hath been
feen, from Mareh 16 (ft.n.) untill March 26; both incla-
fively : Of which we expe& a particular account hereaf-
ter. Atthe prefent they intimate, that the reafon why it hath
not been obferved but very late, is, that foragood while it
was near the Suns and when it was got clear of him, it was
much obfcured by the Moon.

Since this, we have been informed by our Worthy
and Learned Friend Mr. Zfaac Newten, thatabout the 16th of
March 16%, ft, v. he faw at night a dull Star South-weft of Per-
feury which, be faith, he now takes to have beenthat Comet, of
which we gave him information: But he adds, that it was
very {mall, and had not any vifible Tail, which made him re-
gard it no further ; he fearing withall, that it will now be difs

ficult to find it,

An Account of what bath been of late obferved by Dr. Kerkringius
concerning Eggs to be found in all firts of Females,

Lthough we have already (N°. 70. ) taken notice in brief
A of what the Inquifitive Kerkringius hath difceurfed of,
councerning Ovariaand Ova in all forts of Femals 5 yet, toex-
cite the more vigoroufly our eminent Anatomifts here toa
further fearchinto this matter, as thofe of that profeflion in
many forrain parts, as France, Italy, Holland, &c. employ
themlelves to find what truth there is in it; we thought, it
wou!d not be unweicome tothe Carious of all forts of this
Country, to give themhere in Englifb a particular defcription
of what the faid Kerkringius hath from his own Obfervations
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delivered on this fubjet + 1a the doing of which we fhall not
fcruple to follow the French Philofophical Jeurnals,publithed
March 15, 21.and 22, to this eflect

What Doctor Kerkring, (faithone of them) hath from his
curious Obfervations advanced, v#z, That Man hath his origia
from an Egg, hath beenvery differently received, fome ap-
pearing furprifed atit, others rallying withit, and many be-
ing induced thereby to make further inquiry into it.  This
great diverfity of {entiments wmade me think, Ifhould do well
tor the fatisfaction ofall {forts of people, to infert here the
particulars themfelves, obferved by the faid Dr. Kerkring,and
to add hereafter fome Reflettions, that may feein neccflary
to remove the principal difficulties occurring in this mat.
ter,

But fince the things tobe faid do fuppofe fome knowledga
of the Parts, wherethefe Eggsareformed and perfeéed, it
will not be amifs, beforehand to caft your Eyes upon the Fz.
gures of Table 11, of which the 12 reprefents a Matrix with
its chief dependances: where

B.isthe Matrix,

. . F.F.the two vafa deferentia,
C. the Bladder ’f Urine, faftned t OSteemed by Anctomifts to convey femen
the neck of the matrix. ~

. telticulorum in uterum
D.D. the two telticuli, orrather o "o, L T e ‘p'zparan
Ky . \ . . 4 -
the repofitory’s which contain the Eggs tia, for preparing the masser, tebe
S b
[poken of.

E.E. the two Tubes of the matrix..lmfe&ed in welticulis,

Fig. 11. reprefents Eggsof different bignefs, as Dr, Kerkring
affirms to have tound them in the tefticles of a Weoman.

Fig. 111 thews a bigger Egg, fuch an one as we have found
at Paris in aWoman of 40 years of age,and in thofe of a Maid
of 18 years,

Fig. IV, exhibits fmaller Eggs, of which we have found a
good number in the tefticles of a Cow.

Fig.V.reprefents an Egg, which D. Kerkring affirms to have
opened three or four days after it was fallen into the matrix of
aWoman, and inwhich he faw that little ‘embryon marked
B,whereof he found the Head begun to be difticgufhed from
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the Body yet without a diftin& preception of the organs.
Fig. VI. fhewsa bigger Egg, which D. Kerkring did open
a fortnight after conception, finding in it thefe particulars;

A. alittle Secondine.  D.the Navel-firing, by whichths
B. B. B. B.the membrane, Co-Childis faftned tothe Secondine.
rion | divided in four places, | E.aChildof 14 days after Concep-
C. C. C. C. the membrane, Am- tion,in which the face begins to appear,
nios, divided [o ton. ;tqgn' her with the principal parts of the
| Body.

Fig. VIL. reprefents the Sceleton of an Infant, found by the
fame in one of thele Eggs three weeks afcer Conception.

Fig. VIIL.exhibits the Sceleton of an other Child, found alfo
by him in an Egg, amoneth after Conception.

Fig. 1X. reprefents the Sceleton of an Embryon y found by
himinan Egg fix weeks after Conception.

Though this Opinion ( faith Kerkringius) about the firft for-
mation of Man in an Egg, as that of all Fowl, isnot common,
vet ‘tistrue ; and ifany find it difficult to believe, he may caft
his Eyes upon Fig. I, where he willfee ofthofe Eggs reprefent:
ed after the life,as | have found them my felfin the body of
many Women open’'d by me,

Thefe Eggs are to be met with, not only inthe tefticles of
Women married , but alfo in thofe of Maids, evenasyoung
Hens will lay Eggs without any commerce with a Cock.

Thefe Eggs are of the bignefs of a pea,and they containa
glutinous liquor, which will be hardn'd by thefire, juft as the
Whiteand Yolk in other Eggs, The taftof them is flatand
unpleafant enough 5 they ar€ invefted with one or two fiae
skins, which ftrech themfelves a little while after the Eggs
are falleninto theWomb,and change into two membranes,call-
ed Amnios and Chorion.And as thele ewo membranes are alwaies
found afterwards, enwrappingtheChild s fo’tis very proba-
ble, that the Eggs of Women are alfo cover'd with two skins
from their beginnisg;though by reafon of their finenefs I could
not diltin&ly fee them.

It feems, that Fallopius hath feen thefe Eggs beforeme 5 as
appears in his Anatom. Obfervations. And as to their
Ule they have in Generation, it {eems eafieto be dctcrminet;i,
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by refle€ting on what that very expertAnatomilt Thowas Whar.
ton teachcth in his Treatife of Glandulls ch. 33. concerning
the manner of Conception.  For, according to him, Semen
Viri pemetrat in tefies femine per uteri Tubas, Now there it i
joyned with the Egg , in fuch amanner, which hath not been
explained tillnow, but is never the lef§ certain, and much re-
fembling to what comes to pafs in the other oviparous ani
mals.

The Egg being made thusfecond, delcendsinto the womb
throughthe wafa defirentia | andintwo or three daysgrows
of the bignefs of a black Cherry.  When they fall dewn,they
are a little bigger than we have reprefented them; but being
foft, they arc eafily flatned | and never remaln round. 1via
falling they are handled and flightly prefled,there wiil fiick a
little skin to the finger, which fhews that*tissot feed, nor ai v
thing like it, but of fuchEggs, as we fpeak of. Feming d.-
jiciunt hec Ova imprimis tempore menfiruorum, vel in bre vihs-
mentia,

1 have had ( {aith Kerck-ingins) an occafion fivorsble e-
nough for examining that Germse of three orat moft four daier,
reprefented Fig. V. A marricd Weman dyed 3 or 4 daics
poft finxum menftrunm. 1:aflilted at the opening of her Bedy,
and having found in the zatrix alittle round mafs of the big-
nels of a great black Cherry , Itookthe husband sfide, and
asked himy Nu#e atempore fluxus menfeiruorym uxorcm cogre-
viffet > And having received for an{wer, that he had, I pray’d
himto let me carry home with me this little ball, which I had
found io herwomb. Twasno fooner come home but I ¢pen’d
it, andfound, that nature had wroughtwith fo much acivi-
ty in fofmalla time, that one might aiready fee the firft linea-
“ments of a Child, fince we cbferved initthe head as diftin&
frcm the Body, and inthe head we took notice of {ume traces
ofits principal organs. Asfor the relt ofthe Body, it wasno-
thingas yet buta mafle groflly wrought, as youmay feein
this Fignre

But further, the Emlrio repreferted in Fig. VI. wasonly
of 15.dajes; whenin its Head there were noted the Eyes, Nofe,
Maouth, and Ears; and theBedy began to have Leggs and
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Armes, as well diftinguithable asappesrs inehis
reprefents it juftas it was given me, 1 dult oo
feparate the Flefh from thele little Bonce
fm:1] Cartilages, which in time become porss ¢
being yet too tender tomalke anaccurate diflection of them,

IntigureVILis delineated a child,whichis already furniihed
with all its Cartilages, though it had been conceived butthree
weeks. lebeing fallen into my hands, lattempted tofever
the <kin and the flefh from the Cartilages, holding the place
cf the Bones,and I fucceeded well enoughinit, and keep (till
by me the Sceleton thereof, truly reprefented inthis Figure,
The Head , wherein the Brain is to lodge and all mans
wildome, is nothing but a imple membrane inflated with wind
or Spirits,  The Armes are diftinct from the Body, and the
Hands have row their fiogers perfeétly difticct.  One
may eafily count in this contexture of Cartilages, how many
Ribbs there willbe. And laftly the diftinction of the Toes
of the Feet is as perceptible,as that of the fingers of theHands.
ut we mult add withall , that all thefe parts areno longer
then hairs, and confequently a great dexterity and nicenels is
to be ufed for difplaying them,

Figure VIILreprefentsa fetns of a moneth, having now the
whole humane fhape,and the Benes thereof firm enough in ma-
ny places to {upportthe parts. Behold the Figure well,which
reprefents this litle Engin inits natural fize. Italreadyina
manaer fuftainsit felf. Thetwo Jaw-bones appear; thecla-
vicles are formed ; and ali the Ribbs are very diftic&t, ex-
cept the firft and laft 5 which are not wont to have,evenin the
Second mopeth,the confiftesce of Bones, One may fee in the
Armes the Joynte of the Shoulder-bones and of the Elbows; as
allu the Thighs and both the Leggs, together with their
bones, called Focils 3 which1bad notcbferved, when I wrote
my treatife of the Generatior of the Eonmes. All whatyou fee cf
whitc in this esght figure, hath at this time the quality of bones.
Wi erc ] have a fair occafion to enlarge and to dilcufs that great
gueftion,whence preceeds the hardrefsin Benes? And I cculd
ot givea beteer,nor a more curious reafon for it, than by
alledging the dotrine, that ferveth fora ground to all Chy.

miftry;
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miltry 5 whichisthat there is an dcid Spirit y univerfally dif-
fufedr through the world, which giveth folidity not only to
Boues, but alfo Minerals and Metrals, and to ali Vegetables;
penetrating all, fixing all, and being the Father of the Hard-
ncfs aud Solidity in all bodies.

Fig. IX. reprefentsa Child of {ix weeks after Conception:
where itisto benoted, that comparing together the Bones of
divers feetus's it will be found, perhaps to admiration, that
that which have been conceived but a little time after an o-
ther, hathyet the bones in proportiontwice asbig, That
which is here exhibited by Fig.IX.appears much lefler than an
other of two months, asappearsin my Book of the Generat;-
on of Bonesy but the Bones are for all that no lefs remarqua-
ble : for whatever hath the hardoefs and confiftence of
Bones in that, hath already the nature of Cartilagesin this.
The ipferior jaw-bone ismoft obfervable in this Child of 6,
weeks, marked A, it beingat this age compofed of fix little
bones, which when itis born are all joyned together, and
make but one.

If it be asked, How I come to know , that thefe degrees of
growth come to pafs exattly within thofe times recited ; e«
{pecially fince inabortions we often fee Embrio's of 4 moneths
and above,that are not fo big as thofe fpoken of ? I might an-
fwer by repeating all I faid before, when I compared the pro-
portions of thofe different Germes.To which1thall only add,
that Embrio’s which mifcarry have often remain’d a long while
inthe Body before they came forth, or have lived there fo
fickly asnot todraw perhaps half the nourithment, neceffary
for them, and therefore much lefs than elfe they would
be.

So far Kerkringius 3 on whofe difcourfe are made thefe Re-
flexions by Monlteur Denys.

1. That thofe Eggs are generatedin Feminarum tefiiculis,
and thence made todefcend per tubam into the matrix, » ca-
itn, per vim [piritusfam [emsinis mafculi 4 per uteri tubuw
penetrantis,

2. That thofe Eggsare ofdifferent bigaeffes s fince thole
of the third Fig. reprefent one according to the life, asit
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was found with 9, or 1o leffer onesina womanof 40 years of
ge. Suchas werefound by him in the tefticlesof a Cow,
are duly exhibited in Fig.fourth. Ifany do wonder, thatia
fo big ananimal they fhould be fo much{maller thenin a We.
man; he will have more caufeto admire, that Women have
them fo littlein comparifon of thofe of Ducks, Hens,&c. the
firlt beginnings of things not bearing alwaies a proportion to
their ftate of encreafe; as Beanes and Peas( e. g.) whence
grow plantsbut of avery midiing fize,are much bigger (eeds,
than the kernels of Apnlesand Pears, which do produce con-
fiderably big Trees. Befides, it may be, that Cowes, when
in their heat, may afford bigger Eggs. Mean time the reafon
why the Eggs of Fowl are alwaies proportionably bigger than
thofe of Women and of Quadrupeds, is,that they, when laid,
muft contain the matter not ooly for forming, but alfo for feed.
ing the young animal.

3. That this Opinion is not fo new, as fome imagine; fince
Fallopins in Obferv, Anatom. Bartel. Anpat.reform, . 1. c.26,
Riolan. Ench. anat. l. 2. ¢, 37. Lawregt. Anat. L. 7. ¢, 10, make
mention of them.

But here we fhall obferve the True ffate of the Queflion out
of the Journal of Monlieur Gauloisyfaying, that the veficlesor
Eggs in all forts of femals,are to be confidered in three condi-
tions: 1.When they are faftn’d to the place where nature hath
lodg’d them asinarepofitory. 2. When they are loofi'd from
thence. 3. When they enclofe the Embrion, The firlt of thefe,
namely, that thereare veficles in all forts of Femals, faftn’d
to their Bodies,is certain, and not new 5 as appears by the Au-
thors joft now quoted. Itis alfo certain, thatafter concepti-
on, that which enclofeth the Fetus, is almoft like an Egg 5
but this is not new neither, fecing that Hippocrates hath ob-
ferved it lib. de natura puer s and driftotle hath faid it more
thanonce, vizl. 7.hift. Acim.c, 7.2and 1. 3. de gener, Anim,
c.9. To which alfo the moderns 2gree and amongft others
the famous Harvey Exper. 68. de gener. Apim.  The Queffi-
on therefore is only, Whetlicr thefe Velicles, faltn'd to the bo-
dy of Femals, are loofi’d frcmit; and whether that kind of
Eggs, wherein the Emlrion is form’d, is one of the veficles
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loofia’d ? And here Kerkringins aflertsthe affirmative; as hath
been fcen above. Thofe that are of the contrary Opinion, fay,
thatitisfure, that that bladder, like an Egg, in whichthe
fetus is form'd, coms not from elfewhere ; fiuce 'tis known,
that it is produced in the place of conception, and even'how
it is there produced ; asappears out of Harvey,ibid. & tralt. de
Concept. Befides, fay they, the veficles found in the body
of Women, are{ofaftn'd there, that naturally they cannot be
feparated from thence 5 and fuppof’dsthey were loofn’d, there
is in the fame place , where they are, no paffage large enough
to get through. They add, that ifyou will give thename of
Eggs to all the veficles, to be found in the parts of Generati-
on, there would allo be Eggsin the body of Men, it being
koown, thatatthefide of thevafs deferemtiathere are found
divers veficles,which Azatomifts compare toa Clufter of Grapes
by reafon of their figure.

The Reader, faith this Jowrnalift, isleft to decide this
Queftion. He only intimates, that io the many Animals,
diffected in the Royal Philofophical Academie at Paristhere
were never found any veficles actually loofe. But that, as toa
paflagefor them, there had been, 3 years fince, diffe@ed a
Womab, and found in each ofthe #ube uteri a manifeft cavity
going into the bottom of the matrix : Adding, that though
thefe conduits appear not open ordinarily, they may yetdi-
late themlelves at the time of Conception: Asthe conduit,
through which the Eggs ofthe Fow!l do pafs out of the ovarium
into the #satrix, is ulually very clofe; but yet opensfome.
times.

4. Toreturn to M, Dexys , he obferveth, that all other ani-
mate creatures( not to fpeak now of Plants ) are produced
by the meanes of Eggs; as Birds, Infects of all forts, Fifhes
( of which laft fort though Whales , Sea:Calves and Dolphins
bring forth live creatures of their kind, yet they firft breed
them within their Bodiesin Eggs:) And why not Quadrupeds
alfo and the Femals of Mankind ?

5. Asfor Eggs, faid by Kerkringins to have been found in
Virginibus 4 the {ame M. Denys efteems that probable enough.
For, faith ke, though we had not the Inftance of Heas, lay-
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ing Eggs without any congrefs of a Cock ; the place where
they are bred thews enough, that Man contributes nothing
to their produétion  all that he can do, beingnothing butan
attradion of the Eggs out of theic Confervatory, and
the making them deicend into the aterws y ut ibi irrorentur &
femine, & facunditatem acquirant; cven as the Juices of the
Earth do vivifie all the Plants by infinuating themfelves into
the grains, and penetrating their skins. And it may be, itis
the alteration that befalls thefe Eggs, when they are retain-
ed too long, which caufeth the abundance of Vapors and
diforders, which other parts are accufed of.  On which oc-
cafion he alledgeth a notable example of a young Maid of
quality, that lately died in the 1845 year of her age; who
was {ubje& to very frequent Hyfterical fits of vapors, of
which the was one day affaulced with {o great violence, that
it coft her her life. Her Body being opened , Tefliculus dexter
erat flaccidus y & figure folite 5 at fimfber aded tumidus & inflas
tus, ut Ovt Anatis equaret magnitudinem: Eoque aperto,Ovum
fuit intur repertum, Olivam figard & magnitudine referens, &
(eparatu nequaquam difficile.  This, he /fzgz'tb, is ftill kept by
Monfieur Cbaras. '

N. B. Since thefe particulars were fent to the Prefi, there
came to the Publifhers hands the very lately printed Book
of that diligent and expert Anatomift Regnerus de Graaf, in-
tituled Tralatus novus de Mulierum Organis generation: infers
wientzbus 5 in which the above-recited difficulties, moved by
M., Gaulois, and others alfo, are amply taken notice of, and
ingenioufly folved: Concerning which, we may by the next
opportunity give the Curious Reader a fuller accompt ;
as alfo,wherein the faid De Graaf differs from Kerkringins,io this
matter, which, for want of time, could not be done
at prefent.
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