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IX. Extrafls of feveral Letters from Mr. Edward
Lhwyd, (M. 4 late Keeper of the Afhmolean
Mufeam # Oxford, to Dr. Rich, Richardfon,
(M. D.) of Notth Bierly in Yorkfhire ; containe
ing - Objervations in Naturel Hiflory and Antigui-
ties, made in bis Travels thro® Wales and Scot~
land. Communicated by Dr.Hans Sloane, R. S,
Secr.

Oxford, Novemb: 24. 1696.
YHE next Day after we parted [at Kdpel Kirig}

I found plenty of the Bifforta, and the Nafturtinu:
petraum of Johnfon, and I think a new Plant in the fmal!

Lake of Phymunon Orich, where the Subularia grew. L

fent Roots of the Bifforsa and Nafdurtinm, both to the
D. of Beanfort’s and to this Phyfic Garden 5 but whether
they live or no I know not, having rot been vet in
Mr. Bobart'’s Garden. . I met with {everal rare Plants in
other Places 5 as Eckinm marinnm §: B. Afparagus (yloefr.
Eruca marina 5 Eruca [ylvefris laciziata lutea s Duleariare
marina . Tithymalws marit. Beta marinay &c in Caernap-
vonflire and Anglefey : - And in Meirionydhfhire T found
good ftore of our Swowdon Piants at Kader Idris, and
Baljamina lutea in the High Koad near a Place called
Capel Begla. 1In South W.les T found feveral Flants com-
mon, which I had never feen in Norch Wales 5 {uch as
Eruca [ylveftris, commori on the Wal's of their Towns
and Caltles; 4/pleninm [. Ceterach Officin. Censanyeuns lu-
teums perfoliatum.s Linwm [ylvefire 5 Fagus, 8c. in Pene-
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brokfhire: T met with two, which I fufpe& for new,
viz. a Tripolinm, and an Anthyllis leguminofa fupina, flore
-CpCcCInEg.

ZtmonQQ feveral others, I found one large Cryftal a-
bove Phyrnor Urich about 7 Inches leng, and as thick as
rmy W rift.  In Monmouthfbire 1 met with large petrifyed

Feriebre, and fore few torm’d Stones in each County
Bu i ﬁmmmed e greateft part of my time in copy-
ing inforiviions, takmg Caralogues of Wellk Manu-

f.,r?‘ i5, &

Ciepftow in Monmouthfhire, May 13, 1697,

,%ENCE my coming from Oxford, 1 {peot 3 or 4 Days

¥ in the Coal- Pits of the Forctt of Dean 5 where 1
tound (I think) all your Capillaries, befidés fome other

new Plants, threc or four whereof are here figured ;
togetiher with two Species of Aftropodium gatherd on
the Sewern Shoar, the only Rarities of the kind, I fup-
pofe, that have been difcoverd. - 1 doubt mot but (@s
yvou {ay) the Coal Plants have been obferved by the
Workmen long fince, tho' they efcared the Norice of
Natura'ilts, who till this laft Centnry contented them-
felves with bare readin g and fcribling Paper. 1find it
well kaown to all cur Country Colliers b‘ the Nome of
(Larreg Redynog, i.e. the &'erny Stone’; and one Vir 1¥il-
ltams, Achdeacon of Cardigan, who is a Perfon very
curious and ingenicus, tuld me he had ebferved much
finer Patterns 25 Years fince in the Coal Pits of Glawor-
garfbire than fome that I fhewed him. The whole
Biaken that Kiikszen meniioned was 1 poble Curicfity :
We faw pore fuch in the Forlt 5 tho” we found them

much larger dun hofe you fent. The Stalks of Fern
and Jartstongue 1 think we often met with, but cannot
fay we faw any Roots.  Indeed I know no: well whe-
ther
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ther the Impreflions of the Stalks might be eafily diftin-
guith'd from thofe of the Roors. We alfo often met
with the membranaceous {ubltance of Leavesy and per-
haps one or two of thefe Figures I {fend you are the re-
prefentations of fome Flowers.

TAB. 1. Fig. 1. Aftropodinm farcatum : five flelle ma-
rine Magellanice Radij lapidei.

Fig. 2. Aftropodinim ramulofupe: [frve fella arborefGentis
Virgultune lapidenm. ‘

Fig. 3. Hexapetalon carberarium,

Fig. 4. Radiatula, &c. Ar Flos cujufdam Chryfanthemi ¢

Fig. 5. PhyHlitis trifolia.

Fig. 6. Abietis, an potins Lycopodij cujufdam ranulys ¢

Nurberth, Pembrokfbire, June 19. 1698.

Have been very inquifitive about Coyns of the Princes
of Wales fince I began this Undertaking, but could
never fee one of them 5 tho’ the Bifhop of Basgr (whe
is very well skill'd in Britifh Antiquiries) told me a Re-
lation of his kept one ot Lhymelyn "ab Iorwerth, who was
cotcmporary with Richar? 1 and K. Fodn, in 515 Pockez
feveral Years, and fhewed it many of the Bihops Ac-
quaintance, {till living, who confirm it. By the ¥rivees
of Wales 1 underftand the Britifb Princes from K. Kad-
waladr about the Yecar 6go. to the lalt Prince Lbewelyn
ap Grujfydh about the Year 1280. I have foand {everal
of the more ancient Britifh Coynss whereof you {ee di-
vers Figures in Camden. My Friend Vit Nicholforn quotes
Cefar for the Britons having no Coyns 3 whereas on the
contrary Cefar’s Wordsare, Nunso atuntur parvo et gneo
Nor can I fece any reafon to doubt eof Britih Coyns of
all forts of Metal, till he or fome other inform whole
Coyns thofe are which Mr Camder and other Writers
take to be Britifh.
The
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The Druid Beads are generally Glaft. Siace the laft
Edition of Camden I have meet with 2 or 3 of them,
that had a Snake manifeftly painted round them: So
that I take it for granted, the Ove Auguina of the Britifp
Druids were thefe Glafs Beads 5 tho’ thofe of the Ganlifh
were the Shells of the Echini orbiculati laticlavij.

Hay in Brecon, Sept. 19. 1698.

X 7E fearched this Summer the high Mountain by
“Brecnock called X Vann wwch deni, bur found
nothing in it new, nor any great varicty of rare Plaats,
The mofk choice were Sedun Alpinum ericoides, in abun.
dance 5 Argemone lutca s Rbhodia Radix 3 Mufius capref-
fiformis, and about half a dozen more of the common
Swowden Plants. Lyfimachia Chamencrion diffs is a com.
mon Plant (by the Name of Lbyfe’r Milwr, i.e. Herba
- alitaris) in the Mecadows through all the upper Parts
of this Cuunty. We allo met with Sorbys legitina and
Sorbus torminalis (grown to as great a height as the Or-
nus) neither of which had ever occcur’d before in Wales.
But of all thefe Tepical Plants 1 was furprifed at none
fo much as the Capillus Veneris werus growing very plen-
tifully oot of a marly Incruftation, both at Barrylland
and Perch Kirig in Glamorganfbire, and out of no other
Msteer; and alfo that Graphalivm majus Americannm
fhould grow on the Banks of Rymny River (which runs
aizogcther over Iron Stone) for the fpace of at leaft 12
Mil:s, peginning near the Fountain-head in 2 Mountain
of :his County; and yet not a Plant of it to be feen
elfewhere throughout Wales. In a great Lake called
Lkyw Saevadbar 1 found a peliucid Plant T had never met
with before: The Leaves are extraordinary thin and
tranfparent, in form not vnlike {mall Dock Leaves; bat
the middic Rib is continued beyond the extremivv, fo
that
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that each Leaf has a {oft Prickle at the end : By which
Note I hope you will be able to tell me what it is. We
found there alfo the Hippuris faxca, and two clegant
forts of fmall Leeches, which I fuppofe not defcrib’d.

The Limettone of this County attords fmall Gloffapetre
and Siliguaftra 5 but they are but very fcarce in compa-
rifon of the quantity found in OxjordLire, Northampton-
fhire, Be ks, &c. The moft confiderable Rarities it affords
are Fayrie Canfways, which I call fo in imitation of their
Giants Canfway in Ireland, fi liceat magnis componere parva:
for whereas theirs may be half a Mile long 5 ours {tldom
exceed 3 Foot. Our Lime Quarries yield two or three
Bodies congenerous with it, tho’ of a very d:ifferent
Form 3 and perhaps all may be referable to the Coral-
line Clafle, which is the ftcond in my Catalogue.

TAB.I. Fig.7. A green Adders Bead, adorn’d wich
Snakes Skeleton’s of a Citrine colour.

Fig. 8. A black Adders Bead, adorn’d with ¢ (mall
Snakes or cormua Ammonis of a whitith blew.

Fig. 9. An Adders Bead rcfembling Cherry-tree Gum,.
adorn’d with a Snake chequer’d of blew and white.

Linlithgow inScotland, Decemb. 17. 169g.

N this King?om our Travels in the High-Lands were
thiough Cantire, Argyle,and Lorn, befide the llles of
Mac y Chormic, Mul, and y Columb Kiiy and in rhe
Low-Lands through Glafgow, Sterling, and Edenbrough.
In .he High-Lands we found the Yeople every where
civil enough 5 and had doubtiels {ped better as to. our
Enquiries, had we had the Language more perfect.

We met « ith fevers] Inferiptions, bue none of thens
Rowan, vor w.deed ancient: However, we copied ail
we met of T'wo hundred Years ftanding, &ve. for the

O fake
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{ake of the Orthography of the Irifh Names, which are
writ differently from what is now ufual.

We alfo took Figures of fome Varicty of their Broaches,
or Silver and Brafs Fibule ufed by the Women to clafp
their Koleriv, a Garment anf{wering our Nightrails.

But what we were moft diverted w:th, was their
Variety of Amulets 5 many of which (if not all) were
ccrtam‘y ufed by the Druids, and fo have been hand-
ed down from Parents to Children ever fince. Some of
thefe may be render’d in Englifh, 1. Snake-button. 2.
Cock knee Stone. 3.Toad-flone. 4. Snail-flone. 5. Mole-
feome. 6. Shower-flone 5 and 7. Elf-arrow.

1. The Swake-buttor 1s the {ame defcribed in the Notes
on Derbighfbire in Camden, by the Nameof Adder-Beads:
But there are of thefc great Variety. as to Colonr and
Ornament; infomuch, that betwixt Wales and the High-

Lands, U have feen at lealt fifty differences of them.
In Ireland, though they are tenacious enough of all old
Cuftoms, I could hear nothing of them: So I conclude,
that either the Irifh had no Druids, or that their want
of Snakes froftrated their advancing that Impoflture a-
mong(t the People : But there were but a few Places
where we inquired ; and perhaps we may hereafter hear
of them in other Parts of that Kingdom. Notonly the
Vulgar, but even &entlemen of good Edacation
throuchout all Scotland, are fully perfwaded the Snakes
make them, though thcy are as plain Glafs as any in
a Bottle.

2. The Cock-knee Stone is an Echinites pileatws wiinor,
of Flint y which they firmly bclieve to be fometzmes
found in the Knees of old Cock 3 and a Fellow in 2ul
protelted to me (though I was pevir the nearer believ-
ing him) that he had with his own Hands taken one of
them outof a Cock’ Knse ;3 and named two or three
ethers, who had done the like.

3. The
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3. The Toad-flone is fome Peble, remarkable ior 1is
Shape and fometimes variety of Colours. This is pre-
fumed to prevent the barning of a Houfe, and the tink-
ing of a Boat: And if a Commander in the Field has
one of them about him, he will citier be fure to win
the Day, or all his Men fhall fairly dye on the
{pot:

4. The Snail-flore is a fmall hollow Cilinder of bluc
Glafs, compofed of four or five Annulets: So that as
to Form and 3ize it refembles a midling Entrochus.
This, among(t others of its myflerious Virtues, cures
Sore Eyes.

5. The Mole-flores are Rings of blue Glafs, annulated
as the aforefaid Snail Stones.

6. They have the Ombrie pellucide (which are Cryftal
Balls, or Hemilpheres, or deprefled Ovals) in great E-
fteem for curing of Cattle; and fome on Mey Day put
them into a Tab of Water, and be(prinkle all their Cattle
with that Water, to prevent being Blf-firuck, bewitch’d,
e, And

7. As to this Elf ffricking, their Opinion is, that the
Fairies (having not mach Power themfelves to hurt A-
nimal Bodies) do fomerimes carry away Men in the Air,
and furnithing them with Bows and Arrows, employ
them to thoot Men, Cattie, & Tdoubt not bus you
have often feen of thofe Arrow-Heads they aferibe to
Elfs or Fairies : They are jufk the fame chip’d Flints the
Natives of New Eugland head their Arrows with at this
Day 5 and there are alfo feveral Stone Harchsts found in
this Kingdom, not unlike thofe of the dmericans. ¥
never heard of thefe Arrow-heads nor Hatchets in #ales
and therefore would gi.dly be informed whether you
have ever heard of their being found in England. Thefe
Elf Arrow-heads have not been ufea as Amulets above
thirty or forty Years; bat the ufe of the reft is imme-
morial : Whence I gather thicy wers not invented for

Q3 Charms,
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Charms, but were once ufed in fhooting here, as they
are ftill in America. The moft Curious, as well as the
Vulgar throughout this Country, are fatisfied they often
drop out of the Air, being fhot by Fairics, and relate
m:ny Inftances of it 5 but for my part [ muft crave
leave to fufpend my Faich, untill [ {ce one of them
defcend.

Near Glaftow we found two Foffils toto genere new :
One refembling fnall Joyats of a Lobfter’s Arm, but
much longer 5 the other fomewhat like large Gloffopeire,
or perhaps like the Mucro of a Pinna marina. Thele
fizur’d Stones are found there in an Iron ftone, though
1 never faw them in that kind of Matter in Wales. We
found both Shells and Emtrochi gone off to that Sub-
ftance, having changed their Matter and much of their
Shape.

Near the fame Town fearching for thefe Foflils, I
found in the mid{t of the Lime-ftone fome Cochlite com-
posd of Flint 3 but Conchite of Spar, gone off {o far
from the {hape of Shells, as hardly to be known, were
it not from others in the fame Place retaining their Shape
iore cntirely.

The Principal of the College fhew’d us Stones, he had
lately procured for the Library 5 haviog Romar Infcrip-
tions. Thefe we copicd, and feveral others elfewhere
of the fame Datey whaereof {ume are printed in Camden
(tho’ not very correétly) and others not yetr publifh’d.
They keep thefe Stones at Glafeow very carefully in the
Library 5 and the Principal was daily expecting two or
three more that had been promuifed him.

Mr. Southerlund gave me Specimens of the Chamaperi-
clymenim, Adiarthum acrofticon, and Pyrola Alfines flore
Europea. I had nothing for him in exchange, but Sam-
ples of the Vitis Idea fol js Myrtinis crifpis Meretti, to-
gether with fome of the Berries, This I found plenti-
uily tor wme Miles together in that — and of Mul,

next
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next to Ey Columb Kil. ’Tis very different from the
common Vitis Idea [empervirens fructu rubros beivg a lar-
ger Plant, much more branched 5 the Leaves of a cripg’d
Surface, and the Berries (which as they told me ¢ retains
all the Year) liker unto thofe of Holly. Goixg up one of
the high Hills of Mul we found Rbhodia Radix ;5 Pes Cati g
Cotyledon hirfor. Vaccinie rubra s Sedum Alp. trifido folio
and (which I Bad never feen grow {pontaneouily) A/-
chimilla Alpina quinguefolia.  We found ia this Ifland a
curions Fucus arborens with a ruffi’d Stalk, whereof we
tock a Figure.

X. An Adbridgement of a Book intitld, A Defcription
of the Plague, which happened in the Royal City of
Dantzick, in the Year 1709. Written in High-
Dutch by Dr.John Chriftoph. Gottwald, and
Communicated by Dr. Joh. Phil. Breynias, as the
beft Account of that Diftemper there Publifh’d. Tran-
flated by C. J. Spregnell, M. D.

PART. 1. Coutaining an Hifforical Relation of the Plague.

H 18 dangerous and perticious Diftemper has now
reign’d for fome Years in many Citics, Towns,

and Villages of the Kingdom of Polund, where it has
fwept away a vat Number of Inhabitants, and has even
left fome Places quite defolate.  As [ have been credibly
inform’d, it firft began near Pimczow or Pikgow in the
Year 1702. foon after the unfortunate Batile between the
Saxons and Swedes. The next Year it appear’d here and
there towards Cracow and Fauffia, and had already caufed
great Mortality near the Hungarian Mountains, called
Crapack s till it went Eaftward to the Upper Polhinia,
and again Weftward to Lemberg. ,
in



