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1Wikipedia Essentials
T ekeytoagoodWikipediaassignmentistostartearly;students
needtoacquaintthemselveswiththetechnology,andhaveplentyof
timeafertheyfrstposttheirworktoseekandrespondtofeedback

In class
•Overviewof thecourse
•Handout:WelcometoWikipedia,includingwikicodecheatsheet
(availableinprintoronlinefromtheWikimediaFoundation)

3Exploring the topic area
StudentsshouldbeginresearchingtheirWikipedia
topicsearlyintheterm.Findingtopicswiththe
rightbalancebetweenlackofpriorgoodWikipedia
coverageandavailableliteraturefromwhichtobuild
newWikipediacoveragecanbetricky.

In class
•WikipediaCampusAmbassadorsexplainthe
manyoptionsfor fndinghelpandgetting
feedbackonWikipedia.

•Handout:Adviceforchoosingarticles

4Using sources
AstheystartusingsourcetoimproveWikipediaarticlesorwrite
newonesisWikipedia,itisespeciallyimportantforstudentsto
understandWikipedia’spoliciesonplagiarismandcopyright
violation.Anyformofplagiarismorcopyrightviolationislikelyto
resultinstudents’workbeingremovedfromWikipedia.

In class
•Handoutsandvideos:Referencinghandout,Referencing:
Wikicodehandout,Plagiarismhandout,Citingsourcestutorial
video,RefToolbarcitationtool tutorialvideo

6 Choosing articles
Bythisweek,ideally,theinstructorwillhave
evaluatedthestudents’articlechoicesandgiven
themfeedback,helpingthemtochoosearticles
thatareappropriatefortheassignment.Because
studentsofenwaituntilthelastminutetodotheir
researchorchoosesourcesunsuitedforWikipedia,
westronglysuggestthatthestudentsputtogether
abibliographyofmaterialstheywanttousein
editingthearticlewhichcanthenbeassessedby,
you,theinstructorandotherWikipedians.

In class
•Discusstherangeof topicsstudentswill be
workingonandstrategiesforresearchingand
writingaboutthem.

5Drafting starter articles
Oncestudentshavegottensomewhatofagripon
theirtopicsandthesourcestheywillusetowrite
aboutthem,it’stimetostartwritingonWikipedia.
Youcanassignthemtojumpwriteinandeditlive,
orstartintheirownsandboxes.

In class
•CampusAmbassadorstalkaboutWikipedia
culture&etiquette,introducetheuseof
sandboxes

•Q&Asessionwithaboutinteractingon
Wikipediaandgettingstartedwithwriting

•Videoresource:Sandboxtutorial

7Did you know
Agood3-4paragraphsummarycanserveastheleadsectionforafull
lengtharticle,followingthesummarystyleofWikipediaarticles,and
willgetstudentsthinkingfromthebeginningabouttheoverallstructure
oftheirarticles.Newarticlesofthatsize(andshortexistingarticlesthat
havebeenexpandedfve-fold)shouldbeeligibletoappearonWikipedia’s
MainPageashooksinthe“Didyouknow...”(DYK)section.T isgives
studentsanearlychancetoshowtheirarticlestoasubstantialaudience
andgetfeedbackfromWikipedians.

In class
•Handout:Movingintomainspace,SubmittingarticlestoDidYouKnow

8 Building articles
T isisagoodtimetodoaquickscan(atleast)ofwhateachstudent
hascontributedsofar.Manystudentswillhave‘gottenit’.From
there,themostimportantthingisgivingfeedback,bothonthe
workthey’redoing—whatismissing,whatsourcescouldbeusedto
improveit,whetherthebalanceisappropriate—andonhowtokeep
withinWikipedia’sguidelines,particularlyNeutralPointofViewand
NoOriginalResearch.Forstudentswhohavestumbledwithsome
elementofgettingtheirinitialworkliveonWikipedia,thisisthe
timetopointthemontherighttrack.

In classor outsideof class
•CampusAmbassadorsleadWikipediaworkshop,covering:
Wikipedia’sarticleratings,uploadingandaddingimages

•Handoutsandvideos:Uploadingimageshandout,Uploading
f lestoWikimediaCommonsvideo,EvaluatingWikipedia
articlequalitybrochure(handedoutoriginallyinweek2),
Articleassessmentsvideo,Evolutionofanarticlevideo

9Getting and giving feedback
CollaborationisacriticalelementofcontributingtoWikipedia.For
somestudents,thiswillhappenspontaneously;inothercasestherewill
belittlespontaneousinterestfromothereditorsbeforetheendofthe
term.Fortunately,aclassfulloffellowlearnersisagreatpoolofpeer
reviewers.Havethemrevieweachothers’articlessoonaferfull-length
draf sareposted,togivestudentsplentyoftimetoactontheadviceof
theirpeers.

In class
•Asagroup,havethestudentsof ersuggestionsforimprovingoneortwo
ofthestudents’articles,settingtheexampleforwhatisexpectedfroma
solidencyclopediaarticle. 10 Responding to feedback

Atthispoint,studentsshouldhaveproducedmoreorlesscomplete
articles.Nowisthechancetoencouragethemtowadealittledeeper
intoWikipediaanditsnormsandcriteriaforgreatcontent.Consider
bringinginaguestspeaker,havingapaneldiscussion,orsimplyhaving
anopendiscussionamongsttheclassaboutwhatthestudentshave
donesofarandwhy(orwhether)itmatters.

T enextstepforstudents’articlescanbenominatingthemforGood
Articlestatus.Someinstructorshaveawardedautomatichighmarks
foranystudentswhosuccessfullywritearticlesthatachieveGood
Articlestatus.(Gettingtheregenerallytakesmorethanenoughefort
todeservean‘A’.)

In class
•Opendiscussionof theconceptsofneutrality,medialiteracy,and
theimpactandlimitsofWikipedia

11 Class presentations
Havingstudentsexplicitlyrefectontheirexperienceswith
Wikipediacanhelpdrawoutandsolidifywhatthey’ve
learned.Suchassignments,whentheyincludeexplicit
summariesordocumentationofwhatstudentsdidortried
todoonWikipedia,canalsoserveasthelensforevaluating
andgradingstudents’Wikipediawork.

In class
•Studentsgivein-classpresentationsabouttheirexperiences
editingWikipedia.

12Due date

2 Editing basics
StudentsshouldstarteditingWikipediarightawaysothattheybecomefamiliarwith
“wikicode.”Youcanteachityourself,inviteWikipedia’sCampusAmbassadors,or
contactateachingandtechnologycenteronyourcampusandaskfortheirassistance.

In class
•CampusAmbassadorsintroduce:thebasicsofediting,whatmakesagood
article,andhowtofndanarticletoworkon

•Handoutsandvideos:Talkpagestutorial video,EvaluatingWikipediaarticle
qualitybrochure,Accountanduserpagecreationhandout

Assignment
(dueweek 2)

•ReadFivepillars,a
explanationofWikipedia’s
basicrulesandprinciples

Assignments
(dueweek3)

•CreateaWikipediaaccount,create
auserpage,andsignuponthelist
ofstudentsonthecoursepage.

•Ontheirusertalkpages,introduce
yourself tooneof theclass’s
Ambassadorsandleaveamessage
foraclassmate.

Milestone
•All studentshaveWikipediauser
accountsandarelistedonthe
coursepage.

Assignments
(dueweek4)

•CriticallyevaluateanexistingWikipedia
articlerelatedtotheclass,andleave
suggestionsforimprovingitonthearticle’s
discussionpage.

•Researchandlist3–5articlesonyour
Wikipediauserpagethatyouwillconsider
workingonasyourmainproject.Askyour
class’sOnlineAmbassadorsforcomments.

Assignment
(dueweek5)

•Add1–2sentencesofnew
information,backedupwitha
citationtoanappropriatesource,
toaWikipediaarticlerelatedto
theclass.

For next week
•Instructorevaluatesstudent’s
articleselections,byweek5.

Assignment
(dueweek6)

•Selectanarticletoworkon,
removingtherestfromthe
coursepage.

•Compileabibliographyof
relevantresearchandpost it
tothetalkpageof thearticle
youareworkingon.Begin
readingthesources.

Assignments
(dueweek7)

•Ifyouarestartinganewarticle,writea
3–4paragraphsummaryversionofyour
article(withcitations) inyourWikipedia
sandbox.Ifyouareimprovinganexisting
article,writeasummaryversionrefecting
thecontentthearticlewill haveaf erit’s
beenimproved.

•BeginworkingwithclassmatesandOnline
Ambassadorstopolishyourshortstarter
articleandfxanymajortransgressionsof
Wikipedianorms.

•Continueresearchinpreparationfor
expandingyourarticle.

Milestone
•Allstudentshavestartededitingarticlesor
draf sonWikipedia.

Assignments 
(dueweek8)

•Movesandboxarticlesintomainspace.
•Fornewarticlesorqualifyingexpansions
ofstubs,composeaone-sentence“hook,”
nominateit for“Didyouknow,”and
monitorthenominationforanyissues
identif edbyothereditors.

•Beginexpandingyourarticleintoa
comprehensivetreatmentof thetopic.

Milestone
•All studentshaveworkingonlive
Wikipediaarticles.

Assignments 
(dueweek9)

•Expandyourarticleintoaninitial
draf ofacomprehensivetreatmentof
thetopic.

•Selecttwoclassmates’articlesthatyou
will peerreviewandcopy-edit.(You
don’tneedtostartreviewingyet.)

Assignments 
(dueweek11)

•Makeeditstoyourarticle
basedonpeers’feedback.

•Nominateyourarticlefor
GoodArticlestatus.

•Prepareforanin-class
presentationaboutyour
Wikipediaeditingexperience.

Assignments 
(dueweek12)

•Addfnal touchestoyou
Wikipediaarticle.Trytoaddress
issuesfromGoodArticlereviews.

•Writearefectiveessay(2-5pages)
onyourWikipediacontributions.

Milestone
•Studentshave
fnishedall
theirworkon
Wikipedia
thatwill be
consideredfor
grading,and
havesubmitted
ref ectiveessays.

Assignments 
(dueweek10)

•Peerreviewtwoofyourclassmates’
articles.Leavesuggestionsonthe
articletalkpages.

•Copy-edit thetworeviewedarticles.

Milestone
•All articleshavebeenreviewedby
others.All studentshavereviewed
articlesbytheirclassmates.

TheSyllabus(12-weektimeline)

Thisfull-termsamplesyllabusincorporatesmanyof thebest practicesfor
runningmajorWikipediaassignments.Youcanuseit asastartingpoint
foryourownWikipediaassignments,or takebitsandpiecestoadapt to
yourcourse. Foramoredetailedversion,whichincludeslinkstohandouts,
tutorial videosandother resourcestouseinclass, visit http://outreach.
wikimedia.org/wiki/Education/The_Syllabus.

Wikipediaassignmentsworkbestwhenintegratedwiththethemeof the
course. Instructorscanengagewiththequestionsof medialiteracyand
knowledgeconstructionraisedbyWikipediathroughout theterm.For
example, if youareteachingacourseonpresidential elections,delveinto
thecontroversiesonWikipediathathavethebeset theBarackObamaarticle
andsubarticles. Inadditiontoauseful startingpoint for learningabout
newtopics,Wikipediaitself isarichprimarysourcefortheconstructionand
contestationofpublicknowledge.

Grading

This isabasicgradingschemeappropriateforasyllabussimilar to this
one.FormoreideasonhowtogradeWikipediaassignments, seethe
gradingrubricssectionof theWikipediaasaTeaching Toolbrochure.

• 5% each(x3): Participationgradefor early
Wikipediaexercises(weeks2, 3, and4)

• 10%:Participation inWikipediadiscussions inclass

• 10%:Peer reviewsandcollaborationwithclassmates

• 15%:Presentationandref ectiveessay

• 50%:Qualityof mainWikipediacontributions,
evaluated in light of ref ectiveessay
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