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Gualteri Charltoni Inguifitio Phyfica de Caufis Ca-
tameniorum, (o Uteri Rheumatifmo., Lond.
1685, 8°

HE Learned Author, defigning to treat of the

Fluor ¢lbus which he terms Rheamatifmus Uters-
nus, gives the Anatomy ofthe Womb, (ina proper fenfe,)
defcribing the Magnitude, Subftance, and Veflels of
that part; particularly, the Twbalz peculiar to it, and
openinginto the Cavity of the Womé, with orifices ea-
fily difcernable in Women far gone with Child ; as the

Author himfelf has obfervd : having laid this foundation

in Anatomy, he inquiresinto the nature of the Menfes ,

the defign of which, he thinks, is (already well fated by

another hand,) for the carrying off the vitiated ferous
matter of the Suweccus nutritius : asto the Eficient caufe
of this Evacuation, reje(ting the opinion of Ariftetle, and
the Lgyptians, (who infifted on the Influence of the

Moon,) he examines the modern Hypothefis of a Ferment

lodgd in the Womb, & raifing the Blood, in a months time

to fucha pitch, as to caufe the ufual Flux ; againft
which ‘he- endeavors to prove That the Blood mevey

Ferments in a living Animal, &c. Becaufe of all Humors

in the Animal Body, it is(as the Author fays,) left apt to

Ferment. 2ly Becaufe there isno Fermentation (asthe

Author againaffirms,) where there is not an 474, {ome

way, orother concernd. 3ly Becaufe the Circular mo-

tion of the Blood, and Chyle in it, is {fo very rapid, as
not to afford time and leafure, requifite to Fermentati-
on. 4ly Nor is there room or {pace in the Heart or

Blood Veflels, for the carrying on this work. sly He

thinks it repugnant to the Prudence of Nature, to con-

ftitute a twofold motion, (that of the circalation, and
that of the ({fuppofd , ) Fermentation, in the B/ood, where
one of them (the former, )is fufficient. All which being

‘taken for true ; he thinks the notion of the Fermentum
Uterinam
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veerinum will ina maunner fall of courfe ; efpecially, if
it be farther confidered, that the Blood rulhing thio' “the
Capillary Blood Veflels of the Uterns, cannot (as the Au-
thor thinks,} be affected by any fuch Ferment, if there ;
and if it fhould tarry there longenough for this purpofe,
(he fuppofes,)the confequence would be an Tnflammation,
ora Ichirrous Tumour .of the part, ora Chlorofis. As
for thofe fymptomes, which, comingatthe approach of
the Menfes, feemto argue for a Ferment; he deduces
them from the Impreflion made on the Nerves of the
Uterus, and the Membranes appertaining to it; the
Sympathy arifing in other parts of the Body, partly
from the communication of Nerves, partly from the
continuation of Membranes.

Having thus (as he thinks,) refuted this opinion, in
the next place he gives us his own ;. where explaining the
Analogy between plants,andAnimals;the Earch, and the
Matrix(efpecially in Women,) he obferves that ashear,
falt, and moifture make the Rarth fruitfull ; fo like-
wifein Women (he fays,) there isa Fervor Uterinus, quo:
dum intumefcit Uterus, omuia ejus Vafa {anguifera, pori
omnes, omnefque Tubuli Membranei laxantur, diffenduntur,
reftituuntur s ut motu Reflitutivo [¢ contrabentes exprimant
quicquidvel [anguinis, vel [erofe ac prave fucei alimenta-
ris materie in ipfis eo tempore continetur. 'This Fervor,
ke thinks, proceeds from an Acidity, which in the fpace
of a month, is contratted inthe Succus Nutritius fettled
on that part: and the reafon why no Creatures, befide
Women and- Apes, have this Evacuation, he fuppofes,
is from the Tubuli Uterini (the excretory Dus in this
eafe,) peculiar to them. This being the fum of his Hypo-
thefis, he endeavors to explain fome more remarkable
Phenomena in a manner agreeable to it; and then pafles
from the ftrait to the crooked Line of Nature, the
Rheumatifmus Vterinus ; where having contuted the o-:
pinion, which many Phyficians have had of it, He gives
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a Hiftory of the Difeafe, thewing the univerfality of it
(all perfons of the other Sex being liable toit;) the Symp-
tomes attending it, ({fuch as are a Laffitude, want of
Strength, efpecially in the Legs, an ill habit of Body,
and fometimes Pains, &c: ) -and the nature of the
humor difchargd. As. to the origine of this humor,
he lookson it to be fome of that part of the Succus Nutri-
tius, which (he thinks,) is brought from the Stomack
and Inteftins, by Fzbres, tothe Uterzs: but that which
gives rife to, and is the Efficient caufe of this Diftemper
is one or more of the following particulars ; v23 1 a Lax-
nefs in the texture of the Womb. 2 A difufe of the Glands
of thatpart. 3 Some Injury donethe Lymphaticsor 4
the Tubuli init; 5 A Solutio Continui in the fame part.
Laftof allhe gives fome particulars which diftinguifh
this difeas from the Gonorrhea in Women ; a Diftem-
per feated in the Glands Prope Meatus urinarii exi-
tum,accompanyed with a heat of Urine,and a ftrangury,
and continued without any long Intermiffion; which
inftances do not hold true of the Rbewmatifmus Uteri-
nus,
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Davidis Abercrombii M. D. de wariatione ac va-
rietate Pulfus Obfervationes. Acceffit ejufdem Au-
thoris nova Medicine tum Speculative tum Prac-
tice Clavis, {oc. Lond, 1685 8",

HE Author in this tract among the various opini-

ons of the Caufe and Origine of the Pz//fe, thinks

it more probably to proceed from the joynt motion of the

Spirits, Arterys and Mufeles. And as to the Variation

of it aflignes thefe for moft certain caufes, viz. The

Climate , [eafon, (or time,) Temperament, Age, Diet,

Paffion, Difeafe ; to which might be added perhaps many
more.

The (limate alters the Pulfée according to the different
influences of the Heavens, or Vapours of the Soz/. Hence
the French mans Pulfe is moreequal and quick, the Ger-
mans, Dutch, Englifb, and Scots more uncertain; which
yet is fomething to be attributed to their irregularliving;
m generall the higher and nearer the Sun is, the quicker;
the lower and farther off, the flower is the Pxlfe. And; he
thinks, for the moft part the §yffole is more quick then the
Diaflole. In rainy feafons the Pzl/eis more free & nimble,
by reafon of the lefs preflion of the 4tmofphere. It is
more impetuous in the {pring; more equalafter a quiet
fleep; weak and uncertain' in men very intent upon
bufinefs, &c. The Temperament refults from the Animal
Sperits, and the contrative or dilative motion of the:

Mufcles and Arterys, to which their fibres are even by
Nature difpoled. Melancholy renders the Pulfe extream-.
ly unconftant, probably through the great thought-ful-
nefs of fuch men. In Bilious tempers it is high and ftrong,
in the Sanguine more equall and regular then in any, 1n
the Phlegmatic equall enoughtoo, but more flow. In
Children, efpecially Infants, the Pulfe is very fmail,
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but through the great quantity of Lympha, asitwere
drowning and dulling the a&tion of the {pirits.Inold men
extreamly uncertain. In gluttoneus People dull and
flow unlefs by drinking it be made as it were ftumbling
and vertiginous, which often foreruns fuddain Deaths.
By too fparing a Diet it becomes very {mall and flow, al-
ways abates upon long fafting. Of the Paffions it is moft
altered by Fear, Foy, and 4nger. To which Women
are more {ubject then men. In Feavers the Pulfe is va-
ryed according to the beginning, height, and declina-
tion. In Scorbuticall and Hyftericall Perfons, very uncer-
tain. In Ifericall, and Hydropicall much fopt, and in-
terrupted by the ftagnant humers. In the Gout free and
expedite. Inthe Plague (asin the Afthma , ) mightily op-
prefled, unlefs freed by the hot Fit. In general any va-
riation of the Pulfe, certainly {peaks fome alteration in
the habit of body.

The Pulfa is unequall cither in refpect of time, or
ftrength, that is, either it ftrikes quicker aud flower, or
elfe, ftronger and weaker. The firft commoaly in moft
acute diftempers, and feldom betokens much danger.
The latter both inChronicalland acute is very dangerous.
And often (fometimes 2 or3 days ormore,) foreruns
Death. It is Interrupted when its ftroakes are much
{maller then ufuall, or their intervals much greater.
The firft thews a great decay of ftrength. The latter,
(which s as it were a ftanding-ftill,) foreruns {wooning,
Palfy’s, Apoplexy’s, &c. And fomerimes Death it felf.
The Intenfe Pulfeis, whofe ftroak isvery hard,(the parts
as it were being upon a Bent,)or elfe this firength is made
up with the mulciplicity and frequency of lefs mications
as in the height of Feavers. The Remi/s hath ftroaks
lefs quick or lefs ftrong, and in Sicknefs thews moredan-
ger then the other. The Superficial Pulfefhews an exact
temperament of Body, asalfo a free and merry temper of

mind. The Deep Pulfe fhews a difpofition to Melauchjo-
Y,



[ 10257

ly, Afthmas, Lethargys, &c. And is more frequent in
the aged then the young. 'The Leaping Pulfe often por-
tends no great danger. 'The Trembling fhews great ex-
tremity, and very few ever recoverafter it, Butthe
wandring Pzlfe, (which {ometimes is felt at one place,
fometimes at another, and fometimes no where,) never
butfome few minutes precedes our folution, which yet
may perhaps from volatile {pirits fometimes receive a
fhort reprieve, but never a perfect reftitution.

The defign of the other tract is to teach us to difcern the
virtue and quality of any Plant or other Body(without the
‘particular knowledg of the {pecies or name of it,) only
from the Taft: which he fays is either Soxr, asthe tharp
leav'd Dock or Olus Sylveftre.//ar/b,as the Medlar. Auftere
or Rough, asthe Quince. Sweet as the frefh juice of ripe
Grapes. Fat and oyly as the Sefamum. Bitter as the
wild Cucumber. 8zt as common Salt, 7Tart as Gar-
lick. Or laftly Infipid, asthe Gourd. All which forts he
treatsof in particular.

Harfb (Acerh,) things are cold, binding, and repelling
very hardly concocted ; to be known upon the Tongue
by their drying and contraéting it.

Auffere or rough differs from this only by degree, as be-
ing fomewhat milder in its taft and weaker in its virtues.

Sour (Acid,) things arecooling,but never to excefs, by
reafon of their penetrating part. Aidity may feem the
firft degree towards corruption, 'tis known by biting the
Tongue without any heat.

Sweet things (and they only,) are nutritive. Their plea-
fantnefs arifes trom their being neither toohot nor too
cold to the Tongue.

Fat thingsare moderately hot,in fome meafure there-
fore they moyften, foften, relax, and obftru&, are dif-
tinguiih't from Sweez things, by filling and as it were a-
nointing the Tongue withoat that fence of pleafure,
whicht hefe have.
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Salt things are.aftringent,and deterfive; the one quali-
ty it hath from its Barthy part, the other friom its Watery.
Pitter things are always hurtfull to the Stomack, unlefs
by the aftritive qualitys they become proper.

" Tare things areexceflive hot, very naught for the head,
good for heavy, Phlegmatic conftitutions, known by the
heat in the mouth. Laftly Jnfipid things have no pecuti-
ar quality, but are very cold and watery, and hurtfull
to the Stomack, unlefs mixt with other thingsof a hetter
taft and nature.
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