CECIL RHODES' BIG PROJECT.

Cape-~to-Calro African Rallway Seems
Popular in Londoun—Will Take
20,000,000 Pounds Sterling.

W

Great Britain secms to shake to its
foundations whenever Cecil Rhodes
steps foot on the island. He is the big-
gest man in the kingdom to-day.

The popular mind credits him with
being the potentate of the African con-
tinent. Aninconsiderate London news-
paper has described how Mr. Rhodes
ate his meals to the accompaniment
of business, dismissed a couple of mil-
lionaires while he cracked an egg, soid
mines over his beefsteakes and ate oat-
meal while organizing a company or
two. It was therefore suggested that
the breakfast hour was the surest time
to see him, and the vresult is, that while

_ he breakfasts his secretaries repel the
“invasion of mobs of importunate spec-
ulators.

The cabinet met especially to discuss
Mr. Rhodes’ scheme for government
guarantees of the Cape-to-Cairo rail-
road and telegraph. Mr. Rhodes after-
ward conferred with Joseph Chamber-
lain, the secretary cf state for the col-

QUEEN'S NEW YACHT.

To?'qBé"‘thi\Largest Pleastre Craft
' Ever Built.

£

WAl Be 380 Feet in Lehgth, Her
Speed Thirty Knots an Hour

and She Wil Cost
$1,800,000.

—_—
Thc admlr&lty has departed from !ts
usual policy of secrecy and has given
oul some particulars regarding the
yacht that is being built for the queen’s
use. Since the keel was laid, on De-
cember 23, 1897, English curiosity has
been clumorous for some details. So
far none have seen her except the offi-
cials and workmen of the dockyaxd.
The new yachtis to be 350 feetin length
by 50 feet beam. er draught is to
be 18 feet, and her displacement 4,609
tons. On these measurements she will
be the largest yacht ever built.

The hull is to be of steel sheathed
with wood and covered with copper,
and will be provided with double bot-
toms. She will have three fun-

onies,and Sir Michael Hicks-D

chancellor of the exchequer. Mr.

Thodes says £ 10,000,000 will cover the

entire cost of the work, and there iy
- little doubt that he will carry his point

with the government and raise all the
- money he needs in the city.

Before the projectors can act in the
matter there will be a formality in the
shape of a parliamentary bill; but the
imperialists may be backed to drive over
the so-called “Little Englanders,” who
are preparing to oppose the scheme, de-
claring that the Rhodesian empire is
making for a gigantic fiasco and that
Mr. Rbhodes wants the government to
lift him out of & hole by throwing good
money after bad, into a railroad
through a wilderness. They also find
a coincidence in Mr. Rhodes’ homecom-
ing and the revival of newspaper out-
bursts agninst the Doers’ oppression of
British subjects in the Transvaal.

HAS RHYTHMIC HEART.

Most Pecualliar Congition Observed in
a Young Violintst of Abtility
at Cincinnatf,

One of the most peculiar cases of
‘heart disease ever observed in local
medicaleirelesis that of Andre®Schmids,
aged 36. a musician. Schmidt is a vio-
linist of ability, he having enjoyed con-
siderable reputation as an artist before
having been disabled by his present
trouble, which, savs the Cincinnati En-
quirer, is known as “musieal heart.” a
most peculiar condition, in which the
heart, instead of beating with the regu-
larity of a normal organ, pulsates four
or five times in rapid. rhythmic succes-
‘/glon, emitting a harn:onious sound. not
unilke that produced by the distant
movement of a ball in & bowling allex,
therumbling of the moving ball and the
quick, succceding beats of the failing
pins all being vividly portrayed.

A most interesting feature in connece-
tion with his case is the accelerated ac-
tion and seemingly sympathetic move-
ment of the heart while its owner s
deeply absorbed in rendering histavor-
ite selections, the harmeny and rhythm
of the heart being more proncunced.
Whatever may be the outcome of his
cendition, it is one of exceedingly great
interest.

FARM FOR PRINTERS.

An Enterprise Which Haes Met with
Sach Suaccess as to Encourage
Iis Continuance.

Members of Typogeraphical Union No.
6 think their Pelham Bay park farm a
success and will continue to operate it,
gays the New York World, The com-
miitee 1n churoe of the farm made a re-
port to the union.

The report said that in February,
1208, $2.550 was appropriated fora farm
on which unemployed men couid work.
Sixty-seven men worked through the
season, each man cultivating a hatf acre
lot.

It was too late in the season to plant
anything but potatoes. The union paid
the men's car farc toand from the farm
«nd gave them a meal a day.

In July drought set in, and ic \ugust
the potatcoes were struck by a bright,
but the yieid of the farm to the work-
ers in crops—sold, eaten and taken
home—and in rent and lodging saved
was $1,676.

A farmirg school will be established
and a colony orgarized. .

The report of the committee was
adopted and the committee instructed
to continue its farm work this year.

A BIG MORTAR.

It Is for Coast Defense, aund Was
Cast by a Firm in Co-
lambus, O.

A 31,000-pound gun iron of the kind
known as ‘“racers” was cast at the
Rarig plant in Columbus, O., the other
day for use in coast defense work by
the government. It is the largest
piece ever cast in Columbus, and the
<operation required 30 minutes to com-
plete. As soon as the minor parts of
the mortar are completed the Rarig
-comparny will assemble the gun and
give a preliminary “test, to which the
members of the board of trade and
prominent business men of the city
have been invited. It is expected that
a special train will be run to the Rarig
plant and the occasion made a gala
one.

Takes Pletnrex of Stomach.

A German physician, Dr. Riegel, has
‘made some important discoveries relat-
ing to internal diseases, by making pa-
tients swallow a miniature photograph-
1c apparatus, and takinyg picturesof the
Interior of the stomach.

_ Our Firet Caltivation of Hemp:
. Hemp has been cultivated in the
United States since 1629,

}

each, the ;

rels and two masts. Speed is to
be an inportant consideration, and the
yacht will have two sets of triple ex-
pausion, four-eylinder engines, driv-
. ing twin screws, and having an indi-
cated horse-power of 11,000. The high-
pressure cylinder of each engine will be

261, inches in diameter, the interme-
diate eylinder, 4415 inches i diameter,
and the two lower pressure cylin-
ders 53 inches in diameter, all
having a stroke of 39 inches. Steam
will be supplied by 18 Belleville boilers.
working at a pressure of 300 pounds,
which will be reduced at the engines to
250 pourds. Bhe grate area under the
boilers will be 480 feet, and the heating
surface wlil be 26,000 square feet. This
machinery is expected to drive the ves-
sel through the water at a speed of 30
knots an hour, with the engines mak-
ing 140 revolutions a minute.

The vessel will have orlop, lower,
main, upper and forecastle decks. It
is estimated that by the time the yacht
is launched she will have cost £237,533.
Although no information has yet been
given out as to the interior furnishings
and decorations, it is pretty certain
that these will be of an interesting na-
ture, as it is estimated that when the
vacht is fully furnished and ready for
use she will have ccst  £300,000, or
$1,500,000.

KAISER PLEASES CHILDREN.

Takes 1,500 School Children of Berlin
to Hear Humperdincek's
“Hansel and Grettel.,”

A pleasant trait of the kaiser’s char-
acter was shown the otherday. After
passing the morning hours hearing re-
ports and signing documents, he sud-
denly ordered the management of the
Royal opera to perform Humperdinek's
“lansel and Grettel” ut three o'clock
that afternoon. He then dispatched of-
ficials to distribute 1,500 tlekets among
the good children of the Beriin schools.
Lvery school sent its contingent. and
when the kaiser. the kuiserin the three
rourngest princes and the little prin-
cess arrived the house was packed with
an enthusiastic audienee. The floor
was filled with the ¢irls, a¥ with their
hlonde or brown hair hanging in plaits
down their backs. - The boys occeupied
Lalconies and galleries. ‘The kaiser
viewed the audience with pleasure. le
was plain]y delighted when, after the
third aet, the little pecple arose, and,
without the orchesira, filled the build-
ing with the strains of the national
anthem., The artists neversang better,
nor to a more appreciative audience.

BOY SOLDIERS FOR ENGLAND.

Scheme for Militaory Drill for
Lads Between Thirteen and
Elghteen Years of Age.

Al

The earl of Meath has come forward
as the pioneer of a scheme of military
drill for all lads between 13 and 18 years
of age. A comisnittee, called the Dritish
brigade council, has been formed to
carry out the pians, and Ficld Marshal
Lord Wolseley, the commander in chief
of the forces; Gen. Lord Roberts, of
Kandahar, the commander of the forces
in Ireland, and a number of other prom-
irent men have written in support of
the moveinent, which is intended to
create a sort of second lice of volun-
teers. The war office will be asked to
provide a capitalation grant for these
cadet battalions. The carl of Meath an-
ticipates enrolling 200,000 lads, who will
eventually be converted into a useful,
trained resesve, so that in the future,
in time of grave emergency, the gov-
ernment will have at hand hundreds
of thousauds of young men already
qualified to enter the ranksof the regu-
lar troops. -

NEGRO DECLINES AN OFFICE

A Receiver Appointed in a Lounisiana
District Says That He Will
Not Serve.

Among the last federal appointments
for Louisiana made by President Mec-
Kinley was that of John G. Lewis as
receiver of public moneys of the Natchi-
toches district. Lewis is a negro, and
his appointment was a great surprise
to the entire community. _

However, Lewis had come out with
the statement that he had not even been
an applicant for the place, and would
not accept it. He states that he is liv-
ing at peace with the white people in
his parish, and has no desire to cause
ary rupture betweern the races by ac-
cepting an office which would be dis-.
tasteful to the white people. The op- .
position which was beginning against °
the appointee has now been aban-
doned.

s

Lead Pencils.

The people of the United Sta'tes ute
about 230,000 lead pencils ezch day.

NO EMIGRANTS NEEDED.

¥nelé Sam’s New Poancesions Are All
Overcrowded Already—Condi-
tions imn Havwall,

e

LA
There is one of our new territorial ae.
quisitions to which American citizens
will feel no temptation to emigrate. In
Hawaii there seems to be o openicg
for professional acquirements and abil-
ities, or for skilled, or even unskilled,
labor. It is probably true of all coun~
tries that there is room at the top, but
in the Hawaiian archipelago the top
is unusually crowded with native-born
or long-resident competitors. There are
still oppurtunities for persons com-
manding large amounts of capital 1o
engage in the production of sugar, cof-
fee and fruit for export, but those
Americans who have considerable sums
of money at their disposal would be apt
to do quite as wellat home. As forlaw-
yers, it would be well toremember that
the Honolulu bar comprisessome sever -
ty members, a number more than great
enough to transact ell the law businesy
of the country. Of physicians afid den-
tists, there are already asmany engaged
in private practice as aré to be found
in communities of similar size in the
United States. Of white mechanigs,
the supply is already larger than the
demand. The number of Kuropean aud
mercantile houses is, even now, sut pf
propertion to the trade of the islands,
and they are subject to sharp competi-
tion from the Chinese and Japanese.
Skilled domestic service has long been
in the hands of the Chinese, and Amer-
icans have no chance of ousting them
from that field of employment.
kinds of unskiiled labor the market is
overstocked, and American citizens
would not submit to work for the wages
for which the Portuguese and native
Hawaiians are content. Oun the whole,
says Collier's Weekly, Hawaii will be a
good place to stay away from, so far as
those of our countrymen who have 1o
earn a living are concerned.

ICE HOCKEY. _

It Is Growing to Be the Great MI3-
winter Sport in Greater
New York,

Tce Yockey is now the leading mid-
winter sport in Greater New York—
for spectators, at least, if not. in the
number of active participants. Al-
though played there for the first time
only flve winters ago, and, in the be-
ginning, with no speaial attempt. to
reach the sport-loving element, it has
advanced steadily, numbering its en-
thusiasts by thousands last winter,
where two seasons ago they could hard-
ly have been counted by huundreds.

The season of 1807-8 surpassed:its
predecessors in point of popular in-
terest, as well as in decidedly increased
skill displayed by the piavers and s
much higher standard of excellence de-
manded by the spectators,

The remarkable ease with which
Americans take up anything new, mas-
ter its principles and criarge its possi-
bilities has seldom been twore apparent
than in respect to this game of hockey,
says C. E. Patterson in Collier’s Week-
Iy. Imported from Canada by a few
Yale, Browun and Harvard meun in 1843 4,
the kuowledge of it has spread sq rap-
idly that thousands of speetatorg can
discuss with intfelligence and talk dJis-
crimminatingly of the plays which follow
one avother with such startling rapid-
ity. Where there were two teams five
years ago there were seores ot teams
last winter, those in the American
Hockey league, the intercollegiate

| agreement, the Quaker City dague, the

Baltimare lengue ard the New York
Interseholastic union having been per-
haps the most promirent.

MIX LUNCHES WITH OPERA.

 Suadden Development of a Fad at New
York City That Has Evidently
Come to Stay.

At the Metropolian opera hc!use.
New York city, the other night there
was a sudden development of a fad
that is come to stay—the mixture of
supper and grand orem Wagner and
cheese sand\ncbes. “Die Gotterdam-
merung” and cold turkey. Mrs. W,
Bayard Cutting was the fashionmable
woman who dared to make the muova-
tion openly.

Herctofore during the mtermisliom
of a surfeit of melody there has been
a quiet nibbling of Lonbouns in boxes,
ot a dignified but hungry rush outside,
where soda, confections or light sand-
wiches may be had. Ererybody 'felt
hungry, but all feared to break the ice,

Mrs. Cutting beheld with dismay the
“ad” that said *“Die. Gotterdammer-
rung” was to begin at “6:43 and last
until it was over.” Starvation stared
her in-the face unless something was
done. She did it.

She sent a hamper packed with good
things to the directors’ room, and dur-
ing intermission entertained a couple
of box parties in full dress with a sub-
stantial lunch. This emboldened Mail-
lard, who has been serving confections
for two seasons there. For the first
time he served coffee and sandwiches to
hundreds of the hungry in the iobby.

When the World Wiil Ena,

o

‘Sir Robert Ball says the world will
come to an end when the waters of the
sea break through a thin spot, which
must exist somewhere, and come in con-
tuct with the raging fires within the
globe. This seems rational enough when
one recalls the ewplosion they Liad over
in the Indian ccean some years ago,
which sent a tidal wave around the
globe and absolutely engulfed an is-
land or two.

Modeling Puebla’s Paliée, ,“~' “

. “The municipal palace at Puebla, Mex-

ico. is being remodeled at a cost of
nearly $200,000,

Women in Rusalan Fnctdrlql.f
Among the 780,000 persons employed

in Russia’s factories about 200,000 are
women.
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