[s15]

ing Mountains, as the vaft qluantity of Sulphur thence
fublimed doth feem reafonably to imply: Alfo, if we com-
pare our Earthquakes, and our Thunder and Lightning
with theirs; There itlightens almoft daily, efpecially in
Summer time, here feldome ; there Thunder and Light-
ning is of long duration, here foon over; there the Earth-
quakes are frequent, long, and terrible, with many Pa-
roxifms in a day, and that for many days; here very fhort,
a few minutes, and Scarce perceptible. To this pur-
pole, the Subterrancous Cavities in England are {mall,
and few compared to the vaft Vaults in thofe parts of
the World ; which is evident, from the fuddain appea-
rance of whole mountains and Hlands.

If yet it fhall be infifted on, that there are other in-
flamable Minera'sbéfides the Pyrites; we grant thereare
fo, but by the providence of God not to be found in En-
gland, thatlknow of, and notin any quantity in any
place of the World, that Tcan learn: which is well for
Mankind , becaufe they are very Poyfons, as the Orpi-
ments; but they are all fpecifically diftiné from Brim-
ftone; which as we have thewn, no Oreyeilds but Zron ; So
the Orpimentsare all Go/d Qre; and for fuch the Emperor
Nero (as Pliny teftifies who who was of his time and his
Court) canfed them to be wrought in quantity, but they
would not turn to account. And, by the by,fome Authors
have afligned this as a good reafon,againft any Medicine,
that fhall be made out of Gold(as fond as we are of an A~
rum potabile) as having naturally a deleterious quality.
But this is befides my purpofe.

T Afsz_cond Paper of the fameQ])erfonconcermnggz‘—/;
Spontaneous firing of the Pyrites.

IF it fhall be objected, that no Body is kindled by it
febf: Tanfwer, thatit feems to me apparently other-
wife,
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wife; for that Vegetables will heat and take fire of them-
felves, asin the tfrequent inftance of Wett Hay : and A-
nimals are naturally on fire, and man doth then fuflicient-
ly demontftrate it, when in a Feavour : But amongft Mi-
nerals, the Pyrites, both in Grofsand in Vapour, isactual-
ly of its own accord fired. Dr. Power has recorded at
large in his Micrographia 2a famous inftance of it; and
the like not very rarely happens. Andthatdampsnatu-
rally fire of them{elves,we have the general Teftimony of
Miners, and the fame Author. ®

AgaintheVulcano’sall the World over, argue as much;
for we, with great probability beleive them to be Moun-
tains made up in great part of Pyrites, by the quantities
of Sulphur thence fublimed, and the Application of the
Load-ftone to the ejeéted Cinder. I go further.

That thefe Vulcano’s were naturally kindled of them-
felves, at or near the Creation is probable, becaufe there
is but a certain known number of them, which have all
continued burning beyond the Memoirs of any Hiftorie,
few or noneof them that Iknow of, have ever totally
decay’d or beenextin, unlefs poflibly by the fubmerfi-
on of the whole, being abforpt in the Sea. Though
they indeed, do burn more fiercely fometimes then at
others for other rea ons. So that it feems to me as natu-
ral to have a&ual fire in the Terreftial World from the
Creation, asto have Sea and Water.

Again if thefe Vulcano's did not kindle of them{elves,
what caufe can we imagine to have doneit; If the Sun;
we anfwer, Hecla placed in fo extream cold a Climate.
was kindled for oughtIcan {ee by the Natural Hiftory of
both, asfoonas £tna,or Fuegos, or the moft Souther!ie.
Not the Accidents hapning from man; for, if man was
( as we muft believe ) created Solitary and Topical, they
were none of hiskindling, becaufe they {feem to be fired

aPower Microg. p.61, b Id. p. 181.

be-
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before the World could be all over Peopled ; befides they
are moftly the very Tops of vaft high Mountains, and
therefore the moft unfit for the habitation ot man,

If we fay Lightning and Thunder or Earthquakes; we
beg the queftion;; for the Caufe of the one isthe’Canfe of
the other, and they are one and the fame.

It remains thercfore ( very probably ) that they were
kindled of themfelves.

Ifor my partknow no Subject in the whole Mineral
kingdom fo generall and lafting for the fuel of thefe
Mountains, as the Pyrites; which I have faid alone to
yeild Sulphur, and naturally refolves it felf into it, by a
kind of Vegetation. ‘

About the durable burning of the Pyrites thefe are in-
ftances. Scotch-conl hath lefs of the Pyrites in it, being
moftly madc up of Coa!Bitumen, and therefore it burns
and confumes quickly, and leaves a white Cinder. Ses
Coal, or that Coal which comes from Newcafile by Sea
tous , and for that reafon fo called, burns flowly ; and the
Sunderland Sea Coal fo flowly, that itis faid by Proverb, to
make three fires; this hath much Pyrites mixt with it,
and burnps to a heavy redifh Cinder, which is Iron, by the
magnet. Butlhave feen,and have a fpecimen by me
of a Coal from Ireland, theProprietour of the Pits is Sir
Chriftopher Wandsford, which is faid to be fo lafting,
that it will continue twenty, four hours red hot, and al-
moftkeep its figure : This {feems to be in great part Pyrites
by the weight and Colour.

The third Paper of the fame perfon, concerning Thun-
der and Ligktning being fromthe Fyrites.

“flere arc two forts of Inftances( befides the Argu-
ments 1 formerly urged, which tome arc alone fufh-
ciently



