“ A HYDROGEN SHELL.

& B

emist Invents an Explosive Projeé-

¢ile That Will Be Frighttul ia
its Execution. -

. The activity displayed in inventing
‘means for the destruction of human
dife, particularly of enemies in war
'time, is as ceaseless as the efforts to
‘prolong life and create for it tolera-
‘ble conditions. The latest ingenious
‘device for the former purpose is a
‘ten-inch shell that has hydrogen for
"the explosive. Theinventoris Chemist
‘Walter T. Forbes, and he announces
“that the authorities at \Washington
are about to give his shell a trial. In
appearance it is similar to the gas
tank in the ordinary soda water foun-
tain. Hydrogen can be exploded by
fire, and as the pressurc in the shell
is about 5,000 pounds to the square
inch, thus making-it impossible to keep
a fuse or percussion cap in place, Mr.
Forbes was confronted with the dif-
ficult problem of designing some way
to set the gas off. This device is the
pne secret about the shell.
r. Forbes says that the 5,000 pounds
essure is multiplied instantly, when
the shell strikes, 20C-fold, thus giving
the enormous explosive force of 1,000,-
000 pourds, which would annihiliate
everything withinz many yards of the
spot that was struck.

The inventor, says that the ‘ shell
weighs about one-tenth as much as
the regular ten-inch shell -and can be
made for about one-twentieth the cost
of the other. If Mr. Forbes isn't at
fault, says the Oswego (N. Y.) Times,
he will doubtless find that he has done
nruch to avert war by making it too
dangerous a function to engage in.

REVENUE RECEIPTS RISE.*'

The City of Chicsgo Is Paying Over
$800,000 a Month ian the Kew
War Taxes. i

. A comparison of the receipts of fhe
internal revenue office for the first two
months of the present fiscal year with
those of the corresponding period of
last year shows that Chicago is contrib-
uting over $800,000 a montb more to
the support of the government than it
would were the war revenue meas-
ure not in effect. The total receipts

the internal revenue office from tbe
sale of reyenue stamps during the
month of August aggregzated $1,138,-
064.43. For the month of July the sale
of stamps jyeached $1,652,981.11. This
.makes a tota) for the two months of
July and August, which are the first in
the fiscal year, of $2,792,045.59.

The sale of stamps at Chicago for the
month of July. 1897, netted the govern-
ment $835.215.98, and for August of the
same year $386,828.76. This makesa to-
tal.for the two months of $1.122,044.74.
The result shows an increuase in the rev-
enue receipts for the first two months
of this year of $1,670,0C0.85, which in-
crease, it is asserted. is the directresult
of the war revénue measure.

Internal Revenue Collector F. E.
’(oyne estimates that receipts of the
Chicago office will aggregate for the
year from the sale of stamps $16,000,-
000, which will be an increase of §9,000,~
000 over the preceeding year.

DRAPED LINCOLN’S COFVFIN.K

Filag Sacred with Hallowed Mem-
ories in Moth Proof Case at
War Department -

. " . PN o

Inclosed in a moth proof giass ¢ase
in Secretary Alger's office is a flag
with a history. This emblem was used
to drape the casket of President Lin-
<oln when his remains lay in state in
the rotunda of the capital in April,
1865. and envelgped the casket on ils
long joarney through the states to its
final resting place at Springfield, Iil.

fter the ceremonies had becn com-
pleted the flag was removed from the
casket and shipped to Washington,
where it was draped and placed in the
case in which are moth balls to pre-
vent, as far as possible, s decay.

The flag is draped as only experts
employed by the government krow
| how to do this work. and on the case
| 4s an inscription reciting its history.
! ‘Ibe cowardly assassination of the war
| president immediatcly after the cessa-

tion of hostilities might properiy be

called the last act of that greatdrama,

and by a strange coincidence in the

next room, which is occupied by the
. gpdjutant general, is found the base of
" the flagstaff from which flew the stars
and stripes when Fort Sumter was
fired upon, and thus the relics of the
beginning and ending of the greatest
modern war repose within a few feet
of each other.

PROBING SUPERSEDED.

.'{hh Painful and Unaatisfactory Meth-
od of Searching for Hidden Bul-
lets Has Become Obsolete.

The report of Dr. Senn on the nature
of the wounds inflicted upon our sol-
diers in the Samtiago campaign con-
tains a large amount of information
which should be interesting to the sur-
geon and the layman alike. Perhaps
pothing will more interest the layman
t1than the surgeon’s anhouncement
that the probe as an instrument for
1ceating bullets has become practical-
1y obsolete, says the New York Times.
The amount of suffering and of irrita~
tion of wounds which is thus obviateé
js incalculable. For this we have to
thark the beneficent Xasray, which
finds bullets without inflicting more

_ misery upon the wounded. XNothing

| " more inspiring than the readiness
and kil with which the medical pro-
fession utilizes the revelations of sci-
ence for the diminuatien of human
zuffering. '

“Flold-Up” Men fn Londond) .

"‘South London is so terrorized by’

I.gangs that rob the shops with violence
and threaten those who pursue them
that a vigilunce commititee has been

. gormed for the suppression of . the

; nuisance, independent of tha police.

A DEADLY: BULLET.

| New Man-Killing Missile Adopted

by British Government.

The Case Is of Nickel, the Base Only
Being Filled with Lead — The
" Comnical End Is Left
Empty.

A new service bullet has just beem
adopted by the war office, says the
London Times. The reason assigned
for the change in the service bullets is
that the Lee-Metford, though it is
more deadly at tew times the range of
the old musket ball, does not disable
an enemy as effectively as is cansid-
ered desirable. The case is elongated
and so hard that soldiers have been
known to go on fighting after half a
dozen Lee-Metford bullets have goae
through them, while the bullet itself
has passed through two or three men
cousecutively, shock being sacrificed
for penetration. The Dum Dum bullet,
now also superseded, came into use for
the purpose of stopping the rush of the
hordes of fanatics, as it had the advan-
tage of spreading out and breaking up
whenever it encountered resistance,
but there has recently been some dis-
cussron in France as to the propriety of
remonstrating with the British war
office on the ground that it is contrary
to the convention made with other
European powers in 1863. The new serv-
ice bullet is the same diameter (.303),
the same length (an inch and one-fifth),
and the same weight (215 grains) as
the Lee-Metford bullet, and fits all the
service rifles and machine guns in use
by the British army. The case is of
nickel, the base only beiug filled with
lead. The coniecal end is left empty,
and when it strikes the enemy burrs,
opens backward and lodges in the body,
penetration being lessened and tle
shock increased.

The new bullet is spoken of as “the
man-killing bullet,” in contradistine-
tion to the man-penetrating bullet. It
iz propelled with cordite, ard has as
much energy as the old Martini-Henry
bullet of 410 grains had with the best
gunpowder; while, as it is half the
weight, the soldier is able to carry
double the number of rounds of ball
cartridges. The new bullet is being
manufactured in the royal laboratory,
Woolwich arsenal, by men and boys
working .overtime, at the rate of 2,000,-
000 rounds of ball cartridges per week,
and if the test in the Khartoumexpedi-
tion proves satisfactory a permanent
stock will be kept on'hand at the pow-
der magazines at Woolwich., A contract
for 10,000,600 rounds of the new ball
cartridge has been entered into with
Messrs. Kynoch & Co., and one with
the Small Arms Ammunition company,
Birmingham, for a similar number.

MAY BECOME REGULARS. -

R .
Effort to Get Enough Volunteers to
Reenlist to Bring Regular
Army Up to Full Quota.

Tolunteers who have not had endugh
of military service will be'given an op-
portunity to enter the regular army.

It is the intention of the war depart-

ment to recruit the army up to its full
war basis of 61,000 men. and it has or-
dered recruiting stations established
at all state camps where the volunteers
are to be mustered out of sérvice.

It will require the enlistment of

_about. 5,000 men to bring the army up

to the basis allowed by the bill increas-
ing the army during a peried of war.
lecruiting in the regular army was
slow in comparison with the rapidity
with which the runks of the volunteers
were filled up and the deficiency is
caused by deaths, wounds and illness of
some of the regulars.

The men who entered the regular
army enlisted for three ycars, with the
privilege of leaving the service at the
cessation of hostilities, It is for the
purpose of providinig against the con-
tingeney of many men leaving the serv-
ice in the near future that the depart-
ment has decided to reenlist the volun-
{eers.,

Those who reenlist will be given ad-
vantage of the time they served in the
volunteer service as a part of continu-
ous service in the regular establish-
ment. YVolunteers will be given pref-
srence over all others who present
themselves, as the experience they bave
had will be valuable both to the gov-
ernment and themselves.

RIFLES CAPTURED.

o

Wesponsof Warfare and Ammunition

Taken by the United States
from Spanllh Army.

Col H D. Borup. the chief ordnance
officer at Santiago, bas forwarded to
the war department a complete list of
the ordnance captured from the Span-
iards, TLe number of rifles and car-
bines captured far exceeds the expecta-
tions of the authorities in Washington.
The list as received by Gen. Flaglef,
chief or ordnance, is as follows: ]

Rifles.
8panish Mausers....... vee v v oo o0. ...16,902
Argent....... . enes evsnes sensevenear 812
Remingion.... «... . 6,118
Carbines.
Mausers.... . 833
Argent..... 84
Remington 330
Revolversm ¢ i .. 7%
Ammunition for small arms.
Mauser rifle cartridges....... cooeeens 1,500,000
Argent rifle cartridge®. oo voevienees 71,200
Pemington riflc cartridges........... 1,680,000

The worthless small-arm.ammunitien
amounts te 973,000 cartridges.

Forty-four smooth-bore siege guns
and five mortars were also captured, to-
gether with the following rifled guns:

.Bronze, 30; cast iron, 10; steel, 8.

Projectiles captured: -

Solid shot, spberical, 3,551; shell,
spherical, 678; shell, ¢ylindrical, 1,879;
shrapnel, cylindrical. 437.

Automatic Rajlroad Ticket Sellers.
Automaticticket sellers for all classes
and stations have been introduced on
two French railways.

THE SPANIARDS AT CANEY.

Their Heroism in the Trenchesa Fair

Match for the Bravery of the
A-‘l.erlé-.n Troeps. .

T &hall pever cease to see, when the
word Caney is spoken, a line of some 50
or 60 light blue clad men standing in a
trench, the line bent in the middle at
right angles by the square turning of
the ditch; at the bending of thia line
spme blue-jacketed young officer
standing, always exposed to the belt,
and sometimes, as he stood up on the
level ground, exposed to the feet; the
men rising at the word of this officer’s
command for hours andhours, deliver-
ing volley after volley full in our faces;
standing as they did so exposed to the
confronting 3.000 men, grimly
and coolly facing death, drawing their
dead up out of the trench, as they fell,
to make standing-room for living men,
holding thus their trench immovably
from mornirg until evening—this is
what Caney will always mean to me
first of all, by virtue of an impression
as vivid as the l)gbt of day. and as in-

waist,

effaceable as the image of death.

I say it is a sorrow, because I would
like to have my picture of the first
great fisht Iwasevenincenter around
some such deed of my own country-
But the trench fighting of the
Spaniards with their Mausers was in
very fact the heart and center of that
day’s work; and as for that, the hero-
ism of our men appears none the less
in the light of the heroism of their

men.

antagonists.

These figures of Spa.mards in the
shallow ditch were really very un-
couth, writes Joseph Edgar Chamber-
Their jackets of
poor, thin blue cotton were merely
loose tunics, too short and coarse to
have any dignity, and the trousers were
baggy and ill-fitting. On their heads,
as long as they wore them, the men
had great straw hats, almost black
with use, with brims turned up behind
and down before. Sometimes the hats
came off, and with my glass T watched
along the trench the shaggy black
of - Castilian Yyouths—which

lin, in Scribner’s.

heads
looked better.

- ATTACKS ON PUERTO RICO.

The Island Has Never Beem Taken

© Umtil Now, Theugh Attempted
by English and Duatch.

Férmerly regarded as the key to
‘South America, Puerto Rico has never
It has had the
storm for ally, fever, too. Twice Eng-
The Spaniards beat
her off. Once they beat the Dutch.
Put though the island has never been
taken the island has been sacked, says
Collier's Weekly. Ti took piratestodo
it, tBough. The first was a choice
Accounts of the
adventure differ, but they agree in
His marines were dressed in
rigged | with
damask, his topsails were cloths of
beautifully
equipped.» They carried basilisks, cul-
verins, serpentines and bombardes.
The latter the old prints describe as
mortar pieces furnished with hollow
the
smallest part whereof hitting a man
More
effective for caravels and caracks than
chemicals, they were first
used for shelling purposes just 310
It was a little later that
Drake appeared with them in‘the har-
the
shop was in ruins and his ballast was
i Drake bad Elizabeth be-
Lind him. Cumberland, who followed
him there, was an equally choice but
What he did

been taken until now,

land attacked it.

person named Drake.

this:

silk, his ships were

gold. They were as

shot *“stuffed with fyrework,”
being guaranteed to spoil him.

Camara's
years ago.
bor of Sun Juan. When he left,
ducatoons,
entirely private corsair.
was on his own hool.
which his collcqo'ue enjoyed.
Thereat suspecting. 25 an
chronicler naively relates,
pearl chest for souvenir.

of three distinct flotillas.
lnek in odd numbers.

change.
. NOT SO EASY.

b 3 \ ~
Captain of a Voluuteer Company

Tells of His First Attempt to
Command Troops.’

Tn a letter home Capt. McGinley, of
“My first at-
tempt at commanding was rather hu-
miliating. I resolved to take one com-
mand from the book and study till 1
learned it. Iprocureda pass,wentdeep
into the woods and rebearsed it. I had
I then went to the cap-
tains and bad them explain what effect
that command would ltave on the com-
Each one toock a stick and
mapped out the movemert cn the
ground until I understood it thorough-
ly. I repeated it to myself and felt
proud and confident. Next morning at
while
making a cigarette in a careless fash-
The com-
and as they are
taught to keep on going until told to
halt, the entire company walked on my
graceful presence before I could think
I hope to learn,
but I wish I had a company that wos

Emporia; Kan., writes:

it down pat.

pany.

drill I assumed an attitude and,

ion, issued the command.
pany ran over me,

of what came next.
not so anxious to mind.”

Dynamite Guna for Rnlnqlﬂ'a"n's.'

The Llussian government has been
impressed by the success of the Amer:
ican dynamite guns, and is considering
the question of introducing them in
Four ships will be
experi-
mentally, and they will be placed on
other vessels if the experiment prove

the Russian navy.

provided ‘with these guns

satxsfactory

~ .\.

A Little cumy.

"If the'éarth were not cnvelnped with
atmosphere, the temperature on the
surface would be about 330 degrees

below zero Fahren heit

What he jzcked
\'H\S the steady guale of good foriune
Though
he took San Juan, fever took his men.

ancient
*“that the
Spanish had some treacherous design
on foot,” he broke away with but a
Since then
the island has withstood the attacks
There is
Now for the
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