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Th e re  w as a tim e  long ago w h e n th e  national attitude  tow ards 
lordly h e ge m ons - both  corporate  and royal - w as m uch  le ss “w ink  w ink , 
nudge  nudge ”  and ran m ore  along th e  line s th at th e  Unite d State s of 
Am e rica w as a bre ak e r of k ings and e m pe rors and an e ne m y of all 
tyrants.  All Am e ricans, e ve n th e  one s w ith  funny acce nts and w e ird 
fam ily nam e s, conside re d th e  opposition to tyranny a lite ral birth righ t - 
a birth righ t de nie d in th e  Old W orld - and an e sse ntial part of th e ir ow n 
national ch aracte r: th e  ve ry spirit of th e  frontie rsm an of th e  Ne w  W orld.

Th e  prospe rity and global politics of th e  tw e ntie th  ce ntury 
ch ange d th at.  W e  found ourse lve s ofte n allie d w ith  m any of th e  gravid 
old im pe rial nations of Europe  w h o in th e  pre ce ding ce ntury h ad 
arrogantly style d th e m se lve s th e  “Gre at Pow e rs ”  of th e  w orld.  W e  did 
not e m ulate  th e m  but as pow e r corrupts w e  gradually be cam e  m ore  and 
m ore  lik e  th e m .

At first w e  just spok e  softly and carrie d a big stick .1  But as th e  
de cade s w ore  on w e  m ore  and m ore  fre q ue ntly use d th at big stick  w ith  
flouris h  in a m anne r incre asingly at odds w ith  our h ardscrabble  
unde rdog origins.  Lik e  a corrupt and de prave d ge ndarm e  w e  use d it 
s im ply to tw e ak  th e  nose s or tw ist th e  arm s of th ose  w h o, innoce nt or 
guilty, could not figh t back .

Th e  noble  battle s against th e  insane  m aste rs of Nazism , Fascism , 
and Com m unism  le t us fle x our m uscle s and w ie ld a te rrible  sw ift 
sw ord2 in th e  nam e  of good.  But th at sw ord sat too e asily in th e  h and. 
Inde e d, in th e  e nd w e  e ve n took  as our ow n th e  blind and h ype rbolic 
nationalism  w h ich  abe tte d th ose  ide ological e rrors in Ge rm any, Italy, 
and Russia.

Be fore  th e  20th  ce ntury w as ve ry old th e  Caribbe an h ad be com e  
Mare  Nostrum 3 and South  Am e rica and Me soam e rica political 
playgrounds for us w h e re  de ath  sq uads k ille d or disappe are d te ns and 
h undre ds of th ousands w h ile  w e  look e d on, conte nt so long as our 
“inte re sts ”  w e re  prote cte d.  Our “inte re sts ”  w e re  e ve ntually sufficie nt 
to justify alm ost any act, anyw h e re  in th e  w orld.  W e  be cam e  th e  k ind of 
country th at could, w ith out blink ing, topple  a de m ocratically e le cte d 
gove rnm e nt and install royalty in its place  as our puppe t.4  (And don't 
w e  re gre t th at e ve r so, now ?  Man oh  m an, talk  about re aping w h at you 
h ave  sow n.  Now  th e re 's a s ituation th e  te rm  “blow back ” 5 w as inve nte d 
for if th e re  e ve r w as one .)

Lik e  m any noble  Je di w e  fe ll from  th e  ligh t.6  In pride  and 

m any truly m igh ty, distinctive , and inde pe nde nt nations of th e  last th re e  
m ille nnia are  now  sim ply k now n as “Ch ina”  or “India” , th e ir ide ntitie s 
blurre d toge th e r for th e  pe ople  of today?  May w e  avoid such  a fate  in 
th e  re al h istory's judgm e nt.

Google  Book s is an e xce lle nt place  to e ducate  one se lf, from  
original and prim ary source s, on th e  Ph ilippine -Am e rican W ar16 and on 
h istorical Anti-Im pe rialism 17.
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w e ak ne ss and se e m ingly out of ne ce ss ity w e  turne d to th e  dark  s ide , 
th e n be cam e  its m aste r.  Bit by bit th e  old im pe rial pow e rs fe ll dow n or 
h ad th e  good se nse  to cash  th e ir ch ips7 in, until th e re  w as only us and 
th e  Sovie ts.  And now  th e re  is only us.

Far w orse  th an true  e vil, w h ich  e ve ryone  re cognize s and k now s to 
stay aw ay from , is th e  pe rve rsion of righ te ousne ss.  But it is not too 
late .8

A notable  cusp in th is de sce nt of Am e rican national value s w as 
w h at th e  Filipinos re fe r to as th e  “Ph ilippine -Am e rican W ar” 9  w h ich  h as 
various oth e r e uph e m istic nam e s in m any U.S.-publish e d h istory book s. 
At th e  e nd of th e  Spanish -Am e rican W ar th e  brok e n Spanish  Em pire  
“gave ”  us th e  Ph ilippine s as w e ll as m any oth e r te rritorie s and sph e re s 
of influe nce .  Th e  Unite d State s de cide d to anne x th e  Ph ilippine s.  For 
th e  Filipinos' ow n good, of course .

Th e  e nsuing conflict in m any w ays pre figure d th e  Iraq  W ar of 
alm ost e xactly one  ce ntury late r: it laste d for a de cade  afte r th e  W h ite  
H ouse  de clare d “Mission Accom plish e d” ,10 involve d ye ars of inte nse  
com bat against Muslim  insurge nts, inspire d w h at w ould today be  calle d 
te rrorism  from  th e  occupie d population (by both  Muslim  and non-
Muslim  groups), re sulte d in atrocitie s be ing com m itte d by both  
occupying and insurre ctionist force s, re q uire d th e  sacrifice  of m any 
voluntary-se rvice  m ilitary pe rsonne l th at alm ost all w ars involve , and it 
e ve ntually cam e  to be  oppose d by a large  pe rce ntage  of th e  Am e rican 
populace .  (Th e  pote ntial of th e se  paralle ls w as discusse d in th e  U.S., in 
public, be fore  th e  de bacle  in Iraq  w as e m bark e d upon.)

And by th e  w ay, alongside  Am e rican im pe rialist value s and 
fore ign policy of th e  19 50's h aving foste re d a m ilitant Islam ic re gim e  in 
Iran, th is turn-of-th e -ce ntury action in th e  Ph ilippine s cre ate d a long-
live d, h arde ne d core  of m ilitant Islam  in th e  Ph ilippine s as w e ll.  You 
m ay be  fam iliar w ith  th e  Filipino group Abu Sayyaf11 - th e y participate d 
in th e  W orld Trade  Ce nte r bom bings and h ave  both  re ce ive d support 
from  and provide d support to Al-Qae da.  Th e y and oth e r te rrorist 
groups are  in part, in a ve ry re al w ay, th e  fruit of se e ds plante d a 
h undre d ye ars ago by Am e rican h ands.

One  group in w h ich  Am e rican opposition to th e  Ph ilippine  w ar 
w as consolidate d w as th e  Am e rican Anti-Im pe rialist Le ague 12, w h ose  
m e m be rs include d pe ople  lik e  Andre w  Carne gie , Mark  Tw ain, and 
W illiam  Je nnings Bryan.  (No, I didn't m istype  th at; th at re ally is an 
industrialist ste e l baron, a nove list-poe t, and a law ye r w ork ing on a 
political cause  toge th e r.)

Th e  founding Platform  of th e  Le ague 13 state d:

Mark  Tw ain w as a founding m e m be r of th e  Le ague .  Th at w ar and 
m any oth e rs h ad inspire d h is posth um ously-publish e d w ork  “Th e  W ar 
Praye r” ,14 a pie ce  as classically sarcastic and unde rm ining of 
sanctim ony as anyth ing our gre at and q uinte sse ntially Am e rican Tw ain 
e ve r w rote .  But on th e  subje ct of anti-im pe rialist obje ctive s Tw ain w as 
grave  and ch aracte ristically articulate :

I th ink  th at it h as com e  to th e  point w h e n th e  above  se ntim e nts 
can be  said to e ch o th e  w ay th e  m ajority of Am e ricans fe e l about th e  
Iraq  W ar.  W e  s h ould use  th at se ntim e nt to e nd th e  Iraq  W ar and to 
adopt policie s and form  institutions to e nsure  th at noth ing lik e  th e se  
w ars is e ve r auth ore d again by an Am e rican gove rnm e nt.  Le t us 
re surre ct th e  Am e rican Anti-Im pe rialist Le ague  and m ak e  in th is ne w  
ce ntury a re ne w e d Am e rica th at re turns to its original w ays, value s, and 
ch aracte r; an Am e rica th at is not w illing to m ak e  a spe cious and tw o-
face d sacrifice  of de m ocracy on th e  altar of our ow n inte re sts; and an 
Am e rica th at acce pts our broth e r and siste r nations and w ork s for th e  
good of all pe ople .  Th is is a principle  not of pacifism , for e vil m ust be  
oppose d at all costs and w ar is pe rh aps our fate , but a principle  of 
rationalism  and good faith  in h um anity.

I didn't find any w ay to stick  it into th e  narrative  above  but I th ink  
it's a cle ve r artistic touch  in Ne al Ste ph e nson's futuristic nove l Th e  
Diam ond Age  or, A Young Lady's Illustrate d Prim e r15 th at th e  de nize ns 
of Earth  tw o or th re e  ce nturie s in th e  future  k now  th e  USA of h istory 
s im ply as “th e  Se cond Britis h  Em pire ” .  Our prom ine nce  on th e  w orld 
stage  so far h as be e n a m om e nt's w orth  com pare d to th at of som e  oth e r 
nations, so it se e m s not e ntire ly unfe asible  to m e .  For e xam ple , h ow  

I h ave  re ad care fully th e  tre aty of Paris, and I 
h ave  se e n th at w e  do not inte nd to fre e , but to 
subjugate  th e  pe ople  of th e  Ph ilippine s.  W e  h ave  gone  
th e re  to conque r, not to re de e m .  It sh ould, it se e m s to 
m e , be  our ple asure  and duty to m ak e  th ose  pe ople  
fre e , and le t th e m  de al w ith  th e ir ow n dom e stic 
q ue stions in th e ir ow n w ay.  And so I am  an anti-
im pe rialist.  I am  oppose d to h aving th e  e agle  put its 
talons on any oth e r land.

       —  Mark  Tw ain, Ne w  York  H e rald, Oct. 15, 19 00

W e  de ny th at th e  obligation of all citize ns to 
support th e ir Gove rnm e nt in tim e s of grave  National pe ril 
applie s to th e  pre se nt situation.  If an Adm inistration m ay 
w ith  im punity ignore  th e  issue s upon w h ich  it w as 

ch ose n, de libe rate ly cre ate  a condition of w ar anyw h e re  
on th e  face  of th e  globe , de bauch  th e  civil se rvice  for 
spoils to prom ote  th e  adve nture , organize  a truth -
suppre ss ing ce nsorsh ip and de m and of all citize ns a 
suspe nsion of judgm e nt and th e ir unanim ous support 
w h ile  it ch oose s to continue  th e  figh ting, re pre se ntative  
gove rnm e nt itse lf is im pe rile d.

—  Platform  of th e  Am e rican Anti-Im pe rialist Le ague , 189 9




