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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
HEADQUARTERS, JOINT TASK FORCE GUANTANAMO
U.S. NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA
APO AE 09360

JTF-GTMO-CDR 24 July 2007

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Southern Command, 3511 NW 9lst Avenue,
Miami, FL 33172

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Transfer Out of DoD Control (TRO) for Guantanamo
Detainee, ISN US9YM-000026DP (S)

JTF-GTMO Detainee Assessment

1. (S//NF) Personal Information:

o JDIMS/NDRC Reference Name: Fahed A Ghazi

Aliases and Current/True Name: Fahed Abdullah Ahmad
Ghazi, Abu Hafiza, Ahed al-Corish, Fahed al-Kornesh
Place of Birth: Bayt Ghazi, Yemen (YM)

Date of Birth: 1982

Citizenship: Yemen

Internment Serial Number (ISN): US9YM-000026DP

2. (U/FOUQ) Health: Detainee is in good health.
3. (U) JTF-GTMO Assessment:

a. (S) Recommendation: JTF-GTMO recommends this detainee for Transfer Out of DoD
Control (TRO). JTF-GTMO previously assessed detainee as Transfer Out of DoD Control
(TRO) on 28 July 2006.

b. (S//NF) Executive Summary: Detainee is an Islamic extremist who traveled to
Afghanistan (AF) to participate in violent jihad and engaged in combat action against US and
Coalition forces at Tora Bora. He trained for less than two weeks at al-Qaida’s al-Faruq
Training Camp, associated with al-Qaida members, and stayed in al-Qaida affiliated
guesthouses. Despite detainee’s capture with a group of Usama Bin Laden (UBL) security
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Detainee, ISN US9YM-000026DP (S)

personnel, he is assessed not to have been a UBL bodyguard as previously suspected. JTF-
GTMO determined this detainee to be:

e A MEDIUM risk, as he may pose a threat to the US, its interests, and allies
e A LOW threat from a detention perspective
e Of LOW intelligence value

¢. (U/FOUO) Summary of Changes: The following outlines changes to detainee’s
assessment since the last JTF-GTMO recommendation. (Changes in this assessment will be
annotated by » next to the footnote.)

¢ Added information about members of the group with which detainee escaped from
the al-Faruq Training Camp

e Included contradictions in detainee’s initial account of events

¢ Included additional capture information

4. (U) Detainee’s Account of Events:

The following section is based, unless otherwise indicated, on detainee’s own account.
These statements are included without consideration of veracity, accuracy, or reliability.

a. (S//NF) Prior History: Detainee grew up in a small rural village in Yemen and is the
fourth of seven children in his family. Detainee finished secondary school in July 2001. His
family had enough money to allow him to continue his education at a university, but detainee
planned to take off a year to complete a religious mission in Afghanistan.’

b. (S//NF) Recruitment and Travel: In mid-2000, while detainee was still in secondary
school, Shaykh Mugbil al-Wadi advised detainee to go for training in Afghanistan. A week
later, Mugbil gave detainee the equivalent of $500 to $600 US in Yemeni currency. Mugbil
then instructed detainee to go to the Jamaat Tablighi (JT) mosque in Sanaa, YM, where he
could obtain a visa and plane ticket to Pakistan (PK).” Since detainee was in the 12th grade,
Mugbil advised detainee to wait until after graduation to make the travel arrangements.
Approximately a year later, detainee went to the mosque to get a visa, and left his passport
and money with an unidentified clergy member. A short time later he returned to the mosque

' 000026 302 21-MAR-2002

2 Analyst Note: JT is a Priority 2A Terrorist Support Entity (TSE) under the National Intelligence Priorities
Framework (NIPF). Priority 2A TSEs are defined to be groups that have demonstrated intent and willingness to
provide financial support to terrorist organizations willing to attack US persons or interests, or provide witting
operational support to Priority 2A terrorist groups.
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and was provided a passport, visa, and ticket. On 19 August 2001, shortly after graduation,
detainee traveled from Sanaa to Karachi, PK, via Dubai, United Arab Emirates (AE).
Detainee took a bus from Karachi to Quetta. Upon arriving in Quetta, detainee found a
guesthouse manager, Haji Sab, who told detainee to wait for a car to take him to Afghanistan
for training. During the three day wait, detainee met Hamam who traveled with the detainee
to the al-Nibras guesthouse.’

c. (S//NF) Training and Activities: Upon arrival at the al-Nibras guesthouse, detainee’s
passport and money were taken and he stayed there for four days before traveling to al-Faruq
for training. Detainee had spent 12 days training at al-Faruq when the 11 September 2001
attacks occurred. Detainee, along with the rest of the camp, moved to an undisclosed
location for about a week, then traveled to the Kabul, AF, area. In Kabul, detainee stayed at
the Azzam Guesthouse for approximately 35 days.* The bombing of Kabul began within 20
to 25 days of detainee’s arrival at the guesthouse. Detainee then fled to Jalalabad, AF.
Approximately one month later, detainee traveled with Sabi al-Layl, variant (Saba al-Layl);
Hamam; Qatada al-Suri; Abu Yayha al-Shami, aka (Abu Yayha al-Suri); Abu Hayjah; and
Rabeii from Jalalabad to Tora Bora.” While they were in Tora Bora, a bomb killed everyone
except detainee and Hamam. Detainee claims he and Hamam walked for about a day until
they joined a group coming from the Khowst, AF, area. Detainee traveled with this group for
eight days until they were captured near the Pakistani border.°

5. (U) Capture Information:

a. (S//NF) Pakistani authorities apprehended this group on approximately 16 December
2001. Detainee was handed over to US authorities on 26 December 2001.”

b. (S) Property Held:

e Casio A159W Watch
¢ Miscellaneous items, including prayer beads and a medicine tablet

c¢. (S) Transferred to JTF-GTMO: 16 June 2002

IR 6 034 1248 04

* Analyst Note: Variants of Azzam include Azaam and Azam. The Azzam Guesthouse was affiliated with al-Qaida.
5 » Analyst Note: Hammam is possibly identifiable with Abu Hammam al-Filistini. Rabeii is assessed to be Salman
Yahya Hassan Mohammed Rabeii, ISN US9YM-000508 (YM-508) (see IIR 6 034 1464 04, IIR 6 034 0508 03, IIR

6 034 0107 02, TD-314/57927-04).

S IIR 6 034 1248 04, IR 6 034 1464 04

IR 6 034 1248 04
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d. (S//NF) Reasons for Transfer to JTF-GTMO: To provide information on the
following:

e Detainee’s file does not indicate why he was sent to JTF-GTMO; however, he was
likely transferred due to suspicion that he was a UBL bodyguard

6. (S//NF) Evaluation of Detainee’s Account: For almost two years of his time at JTF-
GTMO, detainee maintained a cover story that he traveled to Afghanistan to teach the Koran.
While detainee’s more recent version of events appears more credible, gaps still exist in his prior
history leading up to recruitment. Detainee stated that he initially lied because other detainees
told him that the American (interrogator) would kill him. Detainee has refused to provide the
name of the imam from the local mosque he attended prior to his travels to Afghanistan.
Detainee has also provided conflicting stories justifying his need for weapons training in
Afghanistan. Additionally, detainee’s story lacks details regarding the members with whom he
trained and fled with from Afghanistan.

7. (U) Detainee Threat:

a. (S) Assessment: Detainee is assessed to be a MEDIUM risk, as he may pose a threat to
the US, its interests, and allies.

b. (S//NF) Reasons for Continued Detention: Detainee is an Islamic extremist who
fought at Tora Bora in Afghanistan. He trained for less than two weeks at al-Qaida’s al-
Faruq Training Camp, was affiliated with al-Qaida members, and utilized al-Qaida
guesthouses. Detainee was recruited by an influential Yemeni extremist with ties to al-

Qaida.

e (S//NF) Al-Qaida members detained at JTF-GTMO identified detainee as a fighter in
the Tora Bora Mountains of Afghanistan.
o (S//NF) Admitted former UBL bodyguard Muhammad Mani Ahmed al-Qahtani,
ISN US9SA-000063DP (SA-063), stated detainee fought with him in Tora Bora.®
o (S//NF) Al-Qaida member Yasim Muhammed Basardah, ISN US9YM-
000252DP (YM-252), knows detainee as Fahed al-Kornesh from Yemen, and stated
he carried an AK-47 at Tora Bora.” YM-252 identified detainee’s group in Tora Bora
as the Saba al-Layl Group, and that the members of the group had been trained to be

8 1IR 6 034 0847 03
IR 6 034 1427 03
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murderers.'® (Analyst Note: There is no further information available about YM-
252’s claim that the members of the group were trained as murders.)
e (S//NF) Detainee attended basic training at al-Qaida’s al-Faruq Training Camp for
approximately twelve days prior to 11 September 2001 M
o (C//REL TO USA, GCTF) Detainee stated that Sabi al-Layl was his trainer at al-
Faruq."” (Analyst Note: At least five other JTF-GTMO detainees identified Sabi al-
Layl, variant (Saba al-Layl), as a lead weapons trainer at the al-Faruq Training
Camp.'? YM-252’s assertion indicates that he traveled with the group to Tora Bora
and took command of them.'* Sabi al-Layl was reported killed at Tora Bora.'%)
e (S//NF) Detainee stayed at various al-Qaida associated guesthouses.
o (S//NF) Detainee stated that he stayed at the al-Nibras Guesthouse in Kandahar
for four days immediately prior to training at al-Faruq. e
=  (S//NF) Senior al-Qaida operational planner Walid Muhammad Salih Bin
Attash, aka (Khallad), aka (Silver), ISN US9YM-010014DP (YM-10014),
reported that al-Qaida’s al-Nibras Guesthouse was where new students gathered
before deploying via bus to al-Farug for basic training.'’
o (S//NF) Detainee stated that he stayed at the Azzam Guesthouse in Kabul for
about a month."'®
o (S//NF) Detainee stated that he stayed at Najim al-Jihad Guesthouse near
Jalalabad. The Najim al-Jihad Guesthouse was owned by UBL."
e (S//NF) Detainee was recruited by an influential Yemeni jihadist leader with ties to
al-Qaida.
o (S//NF) Shaykh Mugbil al-Wadi, who preached and financed jihad, advised
detainee to go for training in Afghanistan.”® Mugbil ran the Dammaj Center, a
Salafist religious institution in Yemen where support for violent jihad was mixed with
anti-American preaching. Mugbil died in Yemen in 2002.2Y

195000252 SIR 19-AUG-2005

IR 6 034 1248 04, 000026 SIR 29-MAR-2004

IZ1IR 6 034 1248 04

B IR 2 340 6139 02, IIR 6 034 0107 02, IR 2 340 6120 02, IIR 2 340 6302 02, IIR 6 034 0778 02, IIR 6 034 0043
02, IIR 6 034 0222 02

14 1IR 2 340 6139 02, TIR 6 034 0107 02, IIR 2 340 6120 02, IIR 2 340 6302 02, IIR 6 034 0778 02, IIR 6 034 0043
02, IR 6 034 0222 02 -

S1IR 6 034 1248 04

' 1IR 6 034 1248 04, 000026 SIR 29-MAR-2004

7 TD-314/39255-03

18 TD 314/24501-02, IIR 6 034 1248 04, 000026 SIR 29-MAR-2004

TIR 2 340 6532 02, 1IR 2 340 6473 02

P 1IR 6 034 1248 04, 000026 SIR 29-MAR-2004

21 TD-314/28494-02
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= (S//NF) Mugbil was responsible for jihadist recruitment in the Sadah, YM,
area.”> An Arabic press report indicated that UBL was strongly influenced by the
anti-Western ideas of Mugbil.?> Several other JTF-GTMO detainees were either
recruited by Mugbil or decided to go to Afghanistan for jihad based on Mugbil’s
recorded or written words.
o (S//NF) Detainee received his travel documents from the JT in Yemen. (Analyst
Note: Al-Qaida members use the JT as a cover story and to facilitate and fund their
international travels.?* Detainee has admitted that his JT cover story was false.)
e (S//NF) Contrary to an earlier assessment, detainee was most likely not part of
UBL'’s security detail, but rather joined with a group of bodyguards during their egress
from Afghanistan.
o (S//NF) A number of highly placed al-Qaida personnel identified UBL
bodyguards, but did not recognize detainee. These included YM-10014, who had
himself served as a UBL bodyguard®; Sharqawi Abdu Ali al-Hajj, aka (“Riyadh the
Facilitator”), ISN PK9YM-001457DP (YM-1457);* Zayn al-Abidin Muhammad
Husayn, aka (Abu Zubaydah), ISN US9GZ-010016DP) (GZ-10016)*"; and Salim
Ahmed Salim Hamdan, ISN US9YM-000149DP (YM-149), who was UBL’s driver.”®
o (S//NF) Other JTF-GTMO detainees that were UBL bodyguards or members of
his security detail did not recognize detainee.
» (S//NF) SA-063, an admitted UBL bodyguard, stated that the first time he
saw the detainee was when they fought together at Tora Bora. SA-063 stated that
as a bodyguard, the last time he saw UBL was in Tora Bora on about 11
December 2001. He identified many JTF-GTMO other detainees who were UBL
bodyguards.”’
» (S//NF) Sanad Yislam al-Kazimi, ISN US9YM-001453DP (YM-1453), who
swore bayat (an oath of allegiance) to UBL as a bodyguard, named many of the
JTF-GTMO detainees who were UBL bodyguards, but did not name detainee.*
= (S//NF) Mohammad Hashim, ISN US9AF-000850DP (AF-850), who
escorted UBL, his family, and UBL’s security detail from Jalalabad, was asked to
identify JTF-GTMO detainees as bodyguards, but did not name detainee.’’

2 TD-314/12546-01

2 FBIS GMP20010211000089

2 1IR 6 034 1248 04, 000026 SIR 29-MAR-2004

5 TD-314/36120-03

% IIR 6 034 0059 05, IIR 6 034 0098 05, IIR 6 034 1173 03, IIR 6 034 1014 03
21 TD-314/24151-02

B IR 6 034 0453 02, TD-314/28758-02

2 1IR 6 034 0847 03, TD-314/50507-03

9 1IR 6 034 0124 05, 001453 SIR 03-NOV-2004

31000850 302 02-JUN-2003
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¢. (U/FOUO) Detainee’s Conduct: Detainee is assessed to be a LOW threat from a
detention perspective. Detainee’s overall behavior has been mostly compliant and rarely
hostile to the guard force and staff. The detainee currently has 5 Reports of Disciplinary
Infraction listed in DIMS, with the most recent occurring on 16 November 2006, when he
wrapped a towel around his neck and made a hanging motion. Detainee has no Reports of
Disciplinary Infraction for assault. Other incidents for which detainee has been disciplined
include inciting and participating in mass disturbances, failure to follow instructions and
camp rules, threatening guards, and possession of weapon-type contraband. Detainee had
two Reports of Disciplinary Infraction in 2006, and none in 2007.

8. (U) Detainee Intelligence Value Assessment:

a. (S) Assessment: Detainee is assessed to be of LOW intelligence value. Detainee’s
most recent interrogation session occurred on 4 March 2007.

b. (S//NF) Placement and Access: Detainee had minimal placement and access to key
extremist figures and groups due to limited time in Afghanistan prior to 11 September 2001.
He did have direct access to a leading extremist Yemeni scholar prior to his recruitment for
Islamic militant training to support jihad. Detainee had contact with senior level al-Qaida
trainers during his attempted escape from Afghanistan.

c. (S//NF) Intelligence Assessment: Detainee maintained a Koran-teaching cover story
for almost two years. He then began to tell a story regarding his recruitment and training,
still not being completely forthcoming. Detainee has potential historical intelligence
information about mosques in Yemen that promote militant jithad. He has some information
about trainees and leadership at al-Faruq as well as those that stayed at the guesthouses in
Kandahar, Kabul, and Jalalabad.

d. (S//NF) Areas of Potential Exploitation:

¢ Personnel and training at al-Faruq, including trainers and staff, other trainees, and
armaments and logistics
e Routes of ingress from Yemen through Pakistan to Afghanistan
o Leadership and individuals associated with al-Qaida supported safehouses
o Al-Nibras Guesthouse in Kandahar
o The Azzam Guesthouse in Kabul
o The Najim al-Jihad Guesthouse near Jalalabad
e Recruitment of juveniles in Yemen
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9. (S) EC Status: Detainee’s enemy combatant status was reassessed on 24 August 2004, and
he remains an enemy combatant. /
viiZ

W s »

MARK H. BUZBY
Rear Admiral, US Navy
Commanding

* Definitions for intelligence terms used in the assessment can be found in the Joint Military Intelligence College
October 2001 guide Intelligence Warning Terminology.
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