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X. Part of a [ etter from the Reverend Mir Goug-
don £ K. S 2othe Fadlifler, CERCEVNNT
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Catarail near Gotenburg and the vemaing of
, e Toehen Raoal
the obfervatory of the famous Tvcho Brabhe,

S IR,

Ummaging among 1y Papers this moring,
found two curfory Remarks made in my lat
Voyage to the Balticke The firlt concerns
remarkable Water-fall in Sweden,and the other Tyeho-
Brake's, ruined Obfervatory on the Ifland Weer.  As to
the firft:

While the Englifh and Dutch anchored off of Gotserz-
burg to Water, 1 went up to the Town, where I was
inform’d that fcveral Leagues up in the Country, there
was a prodigious Waterfal to be feen. I was eager to
fee it, but could not, unlefs refolv’d to lofe the Fleet,
however, I took an account of it from a perfon of vety
good credit, and it isas followeth.

Gottenburg River ( as they call it ) running a great
way down out of the Country, at fome Leagues di-
ftance from Gottenburg it comes to a prodigious high
Precipice , and rufheth down from thence with mighty
force and terrible noife. And whereas it is by this Ri-
ver that the Natives of the Country bring down their
Floats of Timber to Gottenburg, elpecially Mafts for
Ships, T was told that the impetuous Current rufhing
down from the Precipice into a deep Pit, is {o forcible,
that many of the Mafts (which ufually turn topfy-turs
vy in their fall) do often fly to pieces when dafh’d a-
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gainft the furface of the Water in the Pit, This oc-
curs-if the Maft fall fide-ways upon the Water 5 bur if
end=ways, (if I may fo exprefs it ) then happens a thing
more remarkable.  For {zccording to my Information)
moft of the Mafts that tall ¢nd-ways, dive {o far un-
der Water, that they rife not again for § hour s others
1 hour, feveral 2 houry and fome a whole hour and
upwards. If it (hall be thought that the Mafts (tick
falt in the Mud for fome time , to take of that Ob-
jetion 3 the Lake or Pit into which they fall, has been
often founded with a Line of fome hundred Fathcems
Long, but never could they fird any Ground.

As touching the Ifland Ween, (vulgarly term’d the
Scarlet Ifland ) all the World kncws how famous it is
tor Tycho Brake's Altronomical Oufervations. I had an
opportunity to view the Ruins of the noted Obferva-
tory ereted by that Renowned Darifb Aftrenomer,
How neat that Obfervatory was when entire, and how
well ftockt with Mathematical Inftruments is now
fomething uncertain, but this, methinks, is ptetty cer-
tain, that the Hland Weer (with all {ubmiilicn to bet-
ter judgments) was none of the fitteft for Aftroncmical
Obfervations of all forts, [{uch as the taking the exa&
time of the trne Rifing and Setting of Cacleftial Bodies
together with their refpective Amplitudes] becaufe the’
Uland lyeslow, and is Land-lockt on all points of the
Compafs, fave three 5 being hemm'd in by the Swed ifp
and Danifh Coafts from S.by E. quite round to S.S. W.
Befides, the {enfible Land-Horizon of the ¥een is ex-
weamly uneven and rugged, the North and Eaftern
parts thereof being fome nifing Hills in the Province
of Schowen 5and the Weltern part 1s moftly over(pread
with Trees on the Ifland Zealand: from the remoreft
of which Coafts the HVeez is not diftant above three
Leagues. That thefe: were real Defetts in a nice Ob-
{ervatory, was frankly own'd by fome Univerlity men
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at Copenhagen : and all they could fay, was, that the
I{land Wees was the beft they then had.

I might here give a large account of the many Ra-
rities 10 the Mu/enne Reginne at Copenhager 5  but fince
the printed Account thereof is in the hands of f{evera!
belonging to the Society, that task were needlefs.

XL Part of a Letter from Sir -Robert Sibbald,
to the Publifber, giving an account of [ome
Stones and Plants found lately in Scotland,
and of fome Books now Printing there,

A AR Lluyde met with feveral curious figured Stones
M here, and with fome Inftriptions upon the Ro-
man Wall, and in Icolms Kill , and other places, of
which it is like you may have an account from him.
Of late, Mr Swherland hath difcovered all our Gold
Coins very well, from King Fames the Firt the be-
giuning of his Reign, till King Charles the Second,
he gives their Size, their Value, their Weight and
their Face and Reverfe, with the Inferiptions upon
them. He found laft Sumumner feveral curions Plants
growing Wild in Awa andale, fome he had not fecn be-
tore. lam told Dr Piteairn his Writings with Addi-
tions, are to be publithed in one Volume ia Quarto,
i Holland.  We are about the Chriftian Poet Seduli-
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