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L 4n Extraft from the A&a Eruditorum for the
Month of March, 1713, Pag. 111,
De Contagiosi Epidemia, quz in Patavino agro & toti fere

Veneti: ditione in Boves irrepfit, Diflertatio. Auctore Ber-
wardino Ramazzini, PraQticx Medicinxe Profeflore Pubiico.

Patavii, 1712. in.8vo..

A Differtation concerning the dreadful Contagious Diftemper, fei.

zing the Black Catile in the Venctian Territories, and ef=
pecially about Padua.

T is now (at the Publifliing the Difcourfe) a Year and
half, fince a dreadful, unexpected and viclent Contagicn

has feiz'd the Black Cattle, which, like an increafing Fire,
could neither be extinguifli'd nor ftopt by any Human means.

This fir(t began to be obferv'd a little in Agro Yincentino,
and foon difcover’d it felf more openly inthe Country, {pread-
ing it felf every way even to the very Suburbs of Padus, with
a cruel Deftrucion of the Cows and Oxen. It has alfo been
taken notice of in Germaxy,in many. Places; nor has it been yee
wholly eonquer'd, Publick News informing us, that ic ftill
remains in the Territorics of Milan.

Of this fo threatning a Diftemper,the famous Dr, Ramazzini,
according to his yearly Cuftom, on Nevember 9. 1711, made
a particular Diflerration 5 inwhich he inquir'd into the Caufes
of the Diftemper, and fhew’d what Remedies might be us'd,
to pur a.{top to its violent Courle.

Itis {ufficienty evident, that this Diftemper, in the Cow-
kind, was a true Fever, from the coldnefs, rigorand ftanding
up of the Hair of the Cattle at firlt, which was {oon {ucceeded
by a violent {harp burning, with a quick Pulfe. That this
Feverwas malignant, mortal and peftileatial, its concomitant

Symptoms plainly thew’d.; {uch as great uncalinels with dit
ficuley
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ficulty of breathing, great pantings with a fort of fnorting,
and at the beginning a kind of Stupor and Drowzinefs, a con-
tinual Flux of a firong (melling Matter from the Nofe and
Mouth, a very fetid Dung, fometimes tvith Blood, all Rumi-
nation ceafing, Puftuics breakir g out over the whole Body on
the sth or 6tn day, uke the Sm.i/l Pox ; they all generally dy’d
about the sth or 7th day, very few of them cicaping.

The Author deducesthis Diftemper from a contagious Ori:
ginal. He tells us, it is certain, that out of a great Drove,
fuch as the Merchants bring yearly into raly out of Dalmatia
and the Lordering Countries, one Bealt happen’d to firaggle
from the reft, an<d be left behind; whicha Cowherd finding,
brought to a Farm belonging to the llluftrious and Reverend
Count Borromeo, Canon of Padua: This Beaft infe@ed all the
Cowsand Oxen of the Placec where he was taken in, with the
fame Diftemper he labour’d under; the Beaft it felf dying in
afew days, as did all the reft, except onc only, who had a
Rowel put into his Neck.

*Tis no ftrange thing thercfore, if fromthe Efluvia, likean
Atmofphere, proceeding from the fick Cattle, from thoic dead,
and from the Cowhoufes and Paftures where they were fed,
and by that means infected, and chicfly from the Cloaths of
the Cowherds themfelves, this Infetion falling upon a proper
Subjed, fhould diffufe it felf fo largely. When therefore this
fubtile venomous Exhalation happens to meet with any of the
Cow kind, joining it {elf with the {erous Juices and Animal
Spirits, whilft it is carry'd all over the Body, diforders the
natural confiftence of the Blood, and corrupts the Ferments of
the Pifreras whence it natrally follows, that the natural
Fun@ions of the Pifcera are vitiated, and the requifite Se-
cretions ftopd. For

Dr. Ramazzini not only {fuppofes,but afferts,that this Poifon
is of that kind which rather fixes and coagulatces, than diffolves
the Blood : For-befides the forementioned Symptoms accom.
panying the Difeafe, the Eye it felf is a Witnefs; fince the
dead Carcafes being open’d while they are yet hot, little or no

Blood
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Blood neverthele(s runs out; thofe Animals havingnaturally g

thick Blood, efpecially when the Fever has continued {o many

Days. Whether therefore this Plague came firft from the

foreign Beaft, or any other way, it is the fame thing. when a

laft it fell upon fome Animal in which there was the morbid
eminary or Ground preparcd for it.

In the dead Bodies of all the Gattle it was particularly obfee-
wed, that in the Omafus, or Paunch, there was found a hard
compact Body, firmly adhering to the Coats of the Ventricle,
of alarge Bulk, and an intolerable Smell: In other Parts, asin
the Brain, Lungs, ¢c. were {everal Alydatides, and large Blad-
ders fill'd only-with Wind, which being open’d gave a deadly
Stink ; there were alfo Ulcers at the Root of the Tongue, and
Bladders fill'd with a Ser#m on the fides-of it. This hard and
compaé Body, like Chalk, in the Omafus, the Author takeg
zobe the firft product of the contagious Mis/ma. He adds 2
Prognoftick, believing that from fo many Attempts.and Expe-
riments, and the Method obferv’d in the Cure of this Venom,
at lafl a true and Specifick Remedy will be found out to extir-
pate the poifonous Malignity wholly: He alfo expects fome
mitigation-of it, from the approaching Winter and North
Winds. He does not think this Contagion can affe&® Human
Bodies, fince even other Species of ruminating Animals, {ym.
bolizing with the Cow-kind, are yet untouch’d by it; norwas
the Infection catch’'d from the Air, provided due care was ta-
dwen in the burying the dead Bodies.

As forthe Cure of it : From the Chirurgical Part he com-
mends Bleeaing, burning on both fides the Neck with a broad
ted-hot Iron, making Holes in the Ears with a round Iron, and
putting the Root of AHellebore in the Hole, a Rowel .or Seton
under the Chin, in the Tew-lapss he alfo orders the Tongue
and Palate to be often wath'd and rub’d with Vinegarand Salt,

As for the Pharmac:utical Part: he recommends Alexiphar-
micks, and {pecifick Cordials; and from the Veg table Kingdom,
three Qunces of Fefuits Bark, infus'd in 10 or 12 Pints of Cor-

aial Water or {mall Wine, tobe given in 4 or 5 Dolés; which
is
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is to be done in the beginning of the Fever, when the Beaft
Begins to be fick. Fromthe Animal, two Drams of Sperma Cati
difioly’d in warm Wine. From the Mincral, Antimonium Dia-
phoreticum.  Againft Worms breeding, anInfufion of Quickfil.
ver, or Petrolewmand Milk is to be given.  And laftly, as to
ths Food, Drinks made with Barly or Wheat Flower or Dread,
like a Ptifane, frefh{weet Hay madein May and macerated in
fair Watcr.  In the mean time the Cattle muft be kept in a
warm Place, and cloatl’d, to keep them as much as pofiible
from the cold Air,daily making Fumigations in the Cowhoufes
with Jwuniper Berries, Galbanum, and the like. As to Prevention;
e enjoyns Care in cleaning the Stalls,and {eraping the Cruft
off from.the Walls; Care allo is to be taken of their Food, that
it be good, the Hay and Straw not {poil'd by Rain in the mas
king, and judges their Food ought to be but {paring; Fri&ion,
rubbing and currying, not only with the Fand, but wich-a.
Currycomb and Brufli; with Sctons under their Chin, mads
with a hot Iron run through the Part, and kept open with a.
Rope put through it.




