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MISTAKES IN MAILING..

¥here Are Many Large and Swmall
Sams of Money That Go Astray
1 in the Post Ofice.

. An enormous proportion of gifts
@xansmitted through the mails go
astray on account of violations of the
postal rules or carelessness in pack-
iimg. An investigation will usually
put the blame where it belongs; and
#m the inquiry department of the post
‘woffices of all large cities there is a
fiorce of experienced clerks employed
®o attend to just such cases.

As an illustration of the fact that
ewen in the best regulated concerns
mistakes will happen, it is related
that an employe of a large banking
MBouse in this city about three months
ago was sent to do a number of er-
wands. Among the things he had to
do was to meail a big package of let-
#ers and to deposit more than half a
smillion dollars’ worth of checks and
dbrafts. In his haste he slipped the
#mckage of checks and drafts with the
Big bundle of letters into the letter
®ox and rushed off about his other
Business. He returned to the bank
writhout discovering what he had done.

Fortunately a receipt that he should
bave brought with him necessitated
questioning; and, shivering in his
mbhoes before the president, there stood
Ahe worst scared young man in the
eity. The time he made on his first
aound was not a circumstance to that
e made on the second. Almost be-
fore the valuables got to the inquiry
sdepartment the bank clerk was there,
Having recovered them, the young
man did not lose his place; this mis.
fake was not so liable to happen to
him again as it would be to one who
Bad not had such a lesson, argued the
dank president.

Another busy man dumped into a
detter box a bag containing $450 in
gold coin, upon which there was not
= single sign or letter by whieh it
might be identified. He had intended
&0 transmit the coin through an ex.
press company, but dropped it into
dhe post office, along with the letter
announcing that he had sent it and
how. The letter reached its destina-
Lon all right. Not so the coin. After
a few days of waiting for possible de-
Rays the absent-minded man got a let-
ter from up country which set him
thinking. He got back his gold.

It is not an unusual occurrence to
&nd an envelope containing the week-
By wages of some factory hand in the
detter box of the post office. A boy
gets a package of letters tc mail at
the same time he gets his wages. In
his thoughtless haste he slips the let-
‘trrs through the opening, and his
wages with them.

Small sums of money in coin are
often lost in transit through the
mails. The person addressed gets a
mutilated envelope that should con-
#ain 25 cents, but does not. Tle says:
*Those thieving letter carriers'’ and
there the matter ends. In cases of
this kind the coin, slipping around
Ioose in the letter, pressed by a heavy
article, perhaps a book or an electro-
Xype, is forced through the envelope;
but, although it does not reach the
person for whom it was intended, it
bas been neither stolen nor lost. The
ayygrecate of small coins lost in this
way from letters and sent from the
New York eity post office ta the dead
trtter office in Washington is not less
than $100 a month. This nioney can
e recovered by the owner at any time
1f he will take the proper steps; but
3f the amout is small, as it usually is,
it is more trouble to look it up than
it is worth.—N. Y. Sun.

AMBITIOUS PORTO RICANS.

Men, Women and Children Are Intel-
ligent and Anxious to Learn
from Books.

The Puerto Rican is mentally acute.
" The children learn with surprising ease
and quickness. Loys and girls eight
and ten years of age will doa sum in
doug division on the board without
showing the process; doing the multi-
plying and subtracting mentaily, and
oniy setting down the figures of the
Quotient with the remainder. I have
talked with men aud women in the poor
quarters of several cities and towns,
have seen the peasantin the field and in
the market place, and did not find one
with slow wits or dense ignorance of or-~
elinary affairs. A workingman told me
®f a class of laborers he had formed in
Arecibo who studied at night to prepare
themselves for the educational test re-
«quired for the frauchise. Ile said they
made rapid progress in learning to
rrad.

The fact of jlliteracy is not due to
Iack of intelligence, but rather to lack
of opportunity, and the lack, also, of a
stimulus. The peasant has not been
able to see how he could improve his
wondition by education, The mercan-
tile arnd the banking business were al-
mnost exclusively in the hands of the
Peninsular Spaniards. It was next to
¥mpossible for a native to get a position
ef any kiod in one of these houses.
They preferred young men from Spain,
xelatives if they had them. These
young men would begin at the lowest
round in the ladder, sleep in the store,
Live in the most economical fashion. and
trust to experience and opportunity for
advancement, which seldom failed to
wome. When the heads of the house re-
tmrned to Spain with a competency, to
%ve the rest of their days in “Gracia,”
the newer part of Barcelona, the clerks
would succeed to the business.—Forum.

) Her Charm, .
 He—She seems to have a lovely dise
pesition.

She—Why do you think so?
“I never see her that she {sn’t smil.

“Well 7 e .
“Well, doesn’t that show a good dis-
" position ?”

“No. Good teeth.”—Phliladelphia
Press.
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FRILLS OF FASHION.

New Featurea of Kvening Costumes
=Latest i Coats and .
' Wraps. i

One very distinctive feature of even-
ing dress is the decoration, of the
hair, and a fashionably dressed head
is absolutely essential to the success
of any evening toilet no matter how,
simple the gown may be. The old
days, when the locks were twisted
into a simple knot, have passed away,
and we have reached a happy medium
between the high owtlandish head
dress and the quaint simplicity so
unbecoming to most women. An
evening coiffure is not complete with-
out some decoration besides the curl-
ing and puffing of the hair. Aigrettes,
both jeweled and plain, are a promi-
nent part of hair ornamentation, and
then there are all sorts of faneiful
wings and butterflies sparkling with
spangles. One very uncanny design
is a bat with wings of jet and steel
and a body of steel sequins. Pretty
dragon flies, made of gauze and hand
painted, are charming in the hair, and
silver gauze
horne spotted with.rhinestones. Flow-
ers, and upstanding bows of velvet
ribbon wired in aigrette form, are
very much worn, and wired lace bows,
both black and white, are very pret-
ty. There are some variations in the
mode of doing up the hair, but the
full round pompadour still prevails.
Some of the latest modes show & sug-
gestion of a parting; yet they are
pompadour in effect, and softened a
little by some little curls on either
side of the forehead. A parting at
one side of the hair drawn down on
the forehead is another pretty mode
very becoming to some faces. Curls
are worn in the back, and the little
jeweled pin 80 eommonly used to con-
fine the short locks is very much in
evidence. The golden rule for a be-
coming style of dressing the hair ia
to choose the one that is individually
becoming and not change with every
passing fancy.

Toques with sable crowns and brims
of mirror velvet, trimmed with mus-
lin flowers, are a fenture of millinery,
Roses are the specinl kind, and the
smaller sizes are much used, a wreath
of white roses being the only trim-
ming on a sable hat.

Long coats of velvet, a half-fitting
loose sacque, in shapes without any
seam in the middle of the back, are
one of the specialties in winter gar-
ments. Wide bands of stitched panne
are the trimming, and the distin-
guishing feature in this style of gar-
ment, whether of cloth or velvet, are
triple revers, one of cloth like the
coat, one of white satin embroidered
with lace on the edge and one of col-
ored cloth covered with stitching.

The combination of mink and er-
mine appears among the novelties in
fur neckwear.—N. Y. Sun.

- HONORS ARE EVEN.

Practical Jokes Two Maine Men iy
on Eaeh Other for
Pastime,

In a certain city in the state of
Maine, ecall it Lewiston, for example,
live two men that for years have been
playing practical jokes on each other,
but so far it has been a “stand-off” be-
tween them. One of the men kecps a
feed and grain store, the other is the
owner of a trucking business, one team
of which he drives himself.

On a rainy day not very long ago the
grain man asked the truck man if hLe
could tell him where he could find a
rent for a friend of his that wanted to
move into the city from a neighboring
town. The truckman replied that he
could, and invited the grain man to
get into his team with him and he
would show him the rent. The truck-
man drove slowly along the different
streets through the pouring rain, until
at last he drove up before the grain
man’s store.

“Well, where's the rent you promised
to show me?"” said the grain man, with
considerable indignation.

“Why, there it is,” said the truck-
man, as he pointed to a bag in the Lot-
tom of the wagon with a large hole in
it, “there is the rent.”

Time went on, and although the grain
man was chaffed considerably about
rents, he took it all good-naturedly, and
patiently bided his time.

About a month later, after the joke
had almost been forgotten, the truck-
man was employed by the grain man to
go to the outskirts of the city and geta
trunk and bring it to the store. It was
a long ride out to the place, and the
rain made it all the more uncomfort~
able. '

Arriving at the place, the trunk was
put in the team, and the truckman in
due course arrived at the store, only to
be informed that he was to take it to
another place, where the proprietor of
the grain store would be found. Arriv-
ing at the last-named place, he asked
the grain man where he wanted the
trunk put, and was told to put it in the
“rent” he had shown the grain man a
short time before. Up to date honors

are easy.—Portland (Me.) Express.
—_—_—

Liberty Hall Pudding.
Four stale rolls, grated, one pound

raisins, stoned and cut, half a pdund-

beet suet, chopped fine, two cupfuls
sugar, four eggs beaten light, ove piece
citron cut fine. Mix together and stir
in a balf cupful sweet milk with half
teaspoonful of soda dissolved in it. Put
in a buttered mold and steam four
hours. Serve with rich sauce.~Ladies’
World.

—
New Shirt Waists.

The pewest shirt waists have threse
narrow box-plaits on either side of the
front, each covered with lace or em-
broidery. and small tucks fill in the cen-
ter of the back. A yokein the back s
no longer considered indispensable.
and the prettiest are made without this
ugly feature.—Detroit Free Press.
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JUST THEIR WAY.

"How an Awful Tragedy Was Avérted
at a Critical Moment When
. Bad Men Met.

-
'

This is the way the affair began: A
small, beetle browed man was coming
down the street with two guns buckled

*around him and a necklace made of the

teeth of grizzly bears around his neck.
A rather overgrown man with blood
in both eyes, same number of guns and
& bowie knife in his boot leg, was go-
ing up the street. They met in front
of the War Whoop saloon.

“Humph!” growled the little man
after looking the big man over,

“Humph!” echoed the big man as he
spat over his shoulder.

“Don’t rub agin me!”

“And don’t touch me!”

“I know a fighter when I see one!™

“And you see one right yere!”

“Shoa! Goin’ out to ahoot rabbits?™

“No. This ar’ my day fur shootin’
three men! Little one, don’t you start
no avalanche!”

“And mebbe you don't want to start
no cyclone!”

“Humph!" | . -

“Humph youreelf!"™"
“All wind!”
“All blow.”

“What ar® ye' w'arln® them rabbits’

teeth fur?”

“What ar' ye doin’ with that bread
kuife in yer bute-leg?”

“Don't ye git me mad or I'll bury ye.”

“And look out fur me about a minit
before!”

“Shoo!l” P

“Shool!” . ; ,

“What's the riot yere!” demandedrthe
city marshal as he came out of the sa-
loon wiping his mouth on the back of
his hand.

“I'm goin’ to chaw him up!™ shouted
the big man.

“He can’t even chaw my ear!" howled
the little man.

“8ay, youl!” continued the marshal,
as he pointed one hand up the street
and the other down, “be a-gittin’ to
glt!"

And they “humphed" at each other
and got.—N, Y, Sun.

HIGH COLLARS.

Destroy Potse of the Head and Spolil
Gracefulness of the
Neck.

Artists assert that the high collars
now worn by young women have de-
stroyed the poise of the head and
the lines of the neck. An artist who
has studied the originals of the old
masters for years says the human
form has not only suffered by the
use of unnatural collars, but that
many of the most beautiful lines have
been lost through their influence.

Wearing a stiff, high neckband will
change the poise of the head to a

marked degree, and this habit, con- -

tinued throtigh mauy years, causes
important changes in the muscles of
the neek, which soon become perma-
nent. From an artistic standpoing
there has been a considerable change
in the ideal of feminine beauty dur-
ing recent years, and a comparison
of paintings of women by old mas-
ters and by modern artists shows a
surprising difference, as far as the
neck is concerned.

In old paintings the poise of the
head is perfectly natural and graceful,
and the lines of the neck are round
and in graceful curves. In modern
studies of woman's figure the curves
of the neck and shoulders have al-
most disappeared.

The effect of the high collar is fre-
quently hurtful from the health point
of view.. A very high band about the
neck intends to strain the muscles
and, incidentally, the cords of the
neck and shoulders. It the collar be
very high in front it will impede the
circulation, and in time result in head-

aches and nervous strain. It is also
thought that high and stiff neck
bands are respounsible, hy impeding

circulation, for much of the bad sight
of the present day.—N. Y. Herald.

A PIEMAKING SECRET.

Information Impnrted by a Practical
Housekeeper for the Dene-
fit of the Cook,

A certain housekeeper anmounces
that she has discovered the secret of
having the upper and lower crusts of a
pie adhere to each other. “Donot,” she
says. “‘grease your pie plates, because it
causes the crust to cling to the plate,
and becomes sodden, especially in fruit
pies. Dry some slices of bread in the
oven until they are a light brown, and
while hot roll them into fine dust. Put
it in a canister and nse to strew over the
bottom of the pie plate; the sides do
not require anythinrg. ILay in the bot-
tom crust, trimn as usual; then with
your fingers push the edge of the crust
so that it stands up nearly straight
from the edge of the plate, leaving a
space between it and the edge of the
plate.

“Put in the filling and put on the up-
per crust, in which plenty of nir holes
should have been made. Now, with the
palms of your baunds press the paste up
against the rim of the plate with
enough force to cut the paste off. Give
an upward motion to the hands while
doing it and the crust will go on full,
Now take the point of a knife and place
the upper edge’'neatly into the space
between the lower crust and the plate,
and you will have the pie completely
covered, as a lid covers a box. With your
finger tip softly spread. but do not
press, the edpe of the pie toward the
edge of the plate, and it you have fol-
Jowed the directions you will not take
8 leaky pie from the oven.”—Washing-
ton Star.

Nothing Against Ple, .
*“Say, Mickey, de big kid on de corner
called youse a ple-face.”
“Well, he'll have to call me somepin’
wus an’ dat before 1 give him a chance
to lick me.”—TNaetan Janrnal,
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SCHOOL ANL CHURCH.

Japan has 53,872 Rqman Catholies.

Hartwell, Ga., wak the scene of a
“borse-swapping confvention” recently,

The Moravian church in Greenland
has transferred its wlork to the Luther-
an Danish church.

The salaries paid i the Chicago hi{h
schools annually average $55.56 for each
pupil taught in them,

At Cornell universfty the percentage
of college graduates |n the professional
schools is the largest/in their history.

Harvard’s library has been enriched
with Count Paul Ripnt's collection of
books relating to thg crusades and the
history of the Latin|east.

New York has a school in connection
with the fire depajment. where fire-
men are taught to scile buildings, eatch
dummies and bandlq furniture.

In 1853 51 out of evfry 1,000 marriages
in England and Walps were performed
oy Roman Catholic piriests. In 1897 the
number had decreated to 41 in every
1,000.

8ix new brotherho{id banks under the
auspices of the Saljation Army have
recently been opengd in India for the
purpose of lending fnoney to poor vil-
lagers at a low rateof interest.

Dr. Joseph Parker| of the City Tem-
ple, London, said th¢ other day that if
every curate were a qaint, if every dean
were beyond reproadh and if archbish-
ops were in point of excellence almost
archangels, he shoulfl still be a strong
Protestant evangelidal dissenter,

Macaulay declared in the house of
commons that if anjone would search
the Oxford calendarjor the Cambridge
calendar for the pjst 300 years, he
would find thdt the men who had been
fini; in the competition of the schools
had been first fn the competition of,
life.

TRUER GREATRESS.

HBow It Is Distinguished from Leara«
ing ia Men Who Achlieve
Emindnoe.

It s & common efror to confound
learning with greatrjess. The fact that
8 medical student ¢! this day knows
more of the sciencd of medicine than
Dr. Abernethy did does not prove he ia
o greater man. The|fact that the aver-
age sophomore in dne of our colleges
knows more of the faws of rature, of
chemistry, the sciefces and of lan-
guages than Socrat4s knew does not
prove that the former'is the greater
man. The fact that|the ordinary naval
cadet could take a ftorpedo boat and
sick Lord Nelson ar¢ the Victoryina
few minutes does 1ot prove that the
latter is a greater rjaval commancer.
John Bunyan’s “Pilrrim's Progress”
has been read by n.jre people,and wiil
in years to come lie|read by more peo-
ple, than any book wWritten: by the most
learned man of his {wn or subsequent
times, and yet Burvan was a ticker
by trade and was {s igrorant of the
rules of prammar a{ he was of the bi-
nomijal theorem. XN}y ore can dispute
the genius of Buny:n. Greater inven-
tions and discover:ds Lave been made
in our time than were ever made by
Jenner or Watts, or[Sir lsaac Newton.
Bat it is likely the ¢recit of novore of
the great modern uvertions can he
ascribed to any orefinan. Morse alone
did notinvent tie n fgnetic telegraph:
Bell did not aloue efnceive the icea of
the teleplione, nor vus the typesetting
machine the exclusiife work of one man.

There was amonyg| ¥hie great men of
the past an individuhlity which distin-
guishes few living fien. The average
ability of physiciang was us great, per-
haps, in Abernethy'y time us it is now,
And yet he stood high above them, and
almost without a rivul. The averuge
ability of the United Ftates renator was,
perhaps, as great or|greater in the last
generation than it i to-day. And yet
the three great senatfirs, Culhoun, Web-
ster and Clay, stood lJich above the rest,
and if they were in|the senate to-day
their preeminence ‘lould probably be
as undisputed. It mfiay be that there
are many men now l{ving in the United
States who may justy be termed great
men, but there are|few in any of the
walks of life so great|that their position
is entirely undisputef.—Daitimore Sun.

Tyrolese ((ourting.

When a young Tyrlese goeseourtirg
in earnest he carrivJ with him a bottle
of wine, of which h{ pours out a glass
and presents it to the object of his af-
fection, If she acc¢pts it, the whole
affair is settled. Very dften the girl
has not yet made up pier mind, and then
she will take refuge in excuses, 8o as
not to drink the wiile, and yet not re-
fuse it point blank, for that is consid-
ered a gross insult, proving that she has
been merely trifling {vith the affections
of her lover. She Will. for instance,
maintain that the wikie “looks sour,” or
that wine disagrees {with her. Tu fact,
she makes use of ailyv subterfuge that
presents itself at thelmoment. Shy lov-
ers, loth to make sufe of their case be-
forehand, find it & vpry happy inspira-
tion. Not a word ned be spoken, and

Abe girl is spared tlje painful “No" of

civilization.—Cinciniati Enquirer.
iinttfes atjd Rain.

Tt 12 a curious fact{-well known, howe
to weather experts—that heavy
firing will generally| cause rain, even
though the sky was|clear beforeband.
At Waterioo ruin cime down in tor-
rents. Soitdid inseveralof the big bnt-
tles of the civil war—Gettysburg, for
example. The trempndous cotcussion
shakes the little glbbules of water
which are always plesent inviaibiy 11
the atmosphere together, and ro Lrings
them down.—N. Y. Nun,

A Hot Rietort.
“I dropped in to dell you™ raid the
smart little man, “that I don’t propose
to pay for the paper|you've been send-
ing me for the lnsq five years. You
can keep on sending bills long after
I'm dead and gonq it you think it
worth while.”
“No,” said the edlitor. quietly, “we
can’t afford to prin{ your bills on as-
bestos.”—Philadelphfa I'ress.

ELLE-ORLEANS

exceptionnels,

Young Soldiers and Satlors Who Set
a Fine Example of Reverence
for the Flag.

An inspiring incident occurred late-
ly at the football game between the
Annapolis and West Point cadets on
Franklin field in Philadelphia. The
Annapolis players had been eheered
when they dashed upon the field and
they were tumbling about, awaiting
their rivals’ appearance, when the
band that had come with the sailor
lads began to play “The Star Spangled
Banner.” Al once every cadet within
sound of the music, whether sailor or
soldier, stood at attention and uncov-
ered, as he was bound to do by regula-
'tion. Every other military man pres-
ent obeyed the instincts of his mili-
tary training immediately. Then all
present followed this example and the
assemblage of nearly 25,000 persons
stood in silence and in the attitude
of respect until the stirring sounds
ceased. It was an unusual feature of
a great athletic contest and probably
a more impressive scene was never
witnessed upon such an occasion.

The criticistn~had been made, with
rome degree of justice, that the people
of the United States are sometiumes
lacking in their show of respect for
national symbols. Apparent indiffer-
ence in pose and manner when the
national air is played or sung, or
when the national colors aredisplayed,
is shown too frequently. People of
other countries are not so neglectful
of the proprieties in this respect as
those of the United States. Travel-
ers and mpewspaper correspondents
have made frequent mention of the
fact that even in Cuba it is a common
sight to witnese hundreds, or some-
times thousands, standing uncovered
at the close of an evening concert in
a plaza when the American national
air is played by one of our military
bands. .

Probably the impression, altogether
too general, that this country has no
real national air is the cause, to a
large extent, of this condition of af-
fairs. *“The Star Spangled Banner,”
however, is officially our national air
or natignal hymn and there shouid be
little excuse for popular ignorance of
that fact. Still, how few persons
there are, comparatively speaking,
who know the words of Key's song.
Within recent years the schools of the
country lmve sung them regularly and
in many cases daily. As a result,
there are few of the rising gerera-
tions of Americans who do not know
tht words. Unfortunately. the ehil-
dren are rot alwars taught to stand
when they sing this hymn or hear it
played. The fact that we zre not a
military ratior may explain that neg-
lect, ard also the further fact that the
great majority of the people have not
been taught to uncover as the flag
is carried by in processinns or dis-
played upor fermal oceasions,

The incidert on Franklin feld pe-
minded the American public in a spec-
tacular way of their duty and privie
lege when “The Star Spargled Dan-
ner” is played or surg.—N. Y. Sun.

GUESS AT HIS BUSINESS.

All the Loungers in the Hotel Lobby
Were Wrong with
Fxceptlion.,

OUne

Among the usnal crowd of new ar-
rivals at the counter ¢f ote of the big
hotels, after the through trains came
in the other evening, was a portly
gentleman with a smooth-=haven,
jovial countenance and a twinkling
solitaire in the knot of his cruvat,
While waiting his turn to rexister he

took oft his hat, mopped his fore-
head and beamed so genially an the
whole enrridor that  evervhody in

range felt like smiling baek.,  After
he had taken his departure toward
his room a little knot of guests stand-
ing near the desk began to swap sur-

mises as to his business, “He's g
horseman.” said oue of the group,
“ard is here to attend the winter
races.” i don't think 0. said an-
other. “He hasn’t the exact cut of a
horseman. 1 think he is ahkead of

sonie show.” *“You're both wrong”
said a third, “he is 0 western stock-
man down here on a plearure trip.”
“Gentlemen,” said one of the party
who had not yet spoken, "I don't
think you exhibit much discernment.
Our portly friend is connected  in
some way with the making of woven
wire door mats.” *“Woven wire door
mats?” echoed the others, incredu-
lously. *“Yes, He is wearing a very
peculiar watch chain which is a dupli-
cate in miniature of a desion only
used in weaving steel mats. Anvhow,
I'll bet the cigars for the crowd that
I'm richt”

The wager was nceepted and a po-
lite note wus sent upstairs, asking the
stranger to settle the bet. In reply
he sent back a large business card,
with the legend “Woven steel mats™
across the center in huge black type.
The astute gentleman who guessed
right was highly complimented. “It
was a wonderful piece of close ob-
servation,” remarked one of |is
friends, after the cigars were lit
“Yes, it was fair,” admitted the win-
ner, modestly. “I forgot to mention
to you fellows, by the way, that the
fat gentleman has one of those enor-
mous business cards of his glued in
the crown of his hat. When he
mopped his forehead I took the lib-
erty of perusing it, and that may havo
aided me slightly in my subsequent
intellectual deductions, XNothing like
keeping your eyes open, boys.”"—X, O.
Times-Democrat.

How Doves Coo,

Mary birds form their sounds with-.
out opening their bills. The pigeon is
a well-known instance of this. Its coo-
Ing can be distinctly heard, although
tt does not oper ita bill. Thecallisonly
rendered audible by resonance.—(in-
cinnati Enquirer.

THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER,

HEROES SHAPE

D IN TOYS
The Recent War with Syain s Now

Being Reprodoced in This
Manner.

L

When Dewey, Shafter, Séh]?y and
Sampson smashed the army and navy of
Spain they shaped half the tuys of
America. '

Much space in the stores is taken up
with miniature infantrymen, cavalry-
men, gunners, cannon, generals, forts,
Red Cross hospitals, ambulance bearers,
battleships, crulsers, torpedo boats,
sailors and admirals. On the counter
Dewey {8 forever taking Manila, and
San Juan hill is perpetually in process
of capture.

In the toy shops of the eity, at holi-
day time, the stroller with an nhservant
eve can find written the history of the
Fear that is past and the prophesies of
things to come. Ard never befare have
the children’s playthings reflected sn
wccurately as they do this vear the
story of great deeds accomplished, or
told with such emphasis the trend ot
American endeavor.

The spirit of worship of valorous bat-
tle fields. has eripped the bovs and
girls of the country. They still want a
few dolig, building bhlocks, minriature

kitchen and steam ¢rgines, but most of -

all they want rough riders ard Olym-
pias. Thex want history-teaching toys,
or toys that explain and illustrate the
work of growun-up people.

The parlor hattle outfits are elab-
orate. A typical one has an advarce
lire of skirmishers, in extended or-
der. Some are running: athers are
Iving down and firing. Dehind them, at
double-quick, comes regiment atrer reg-
iment of infantry, in khaki and blue,
with slouch hats.

Behind the infartry on a hill, are two
batteries of fleld artillery, and on the
flanks are cavalry detachments. Each
figure {s separate from the rest, o that
every imaginable battle formation can
be arranged.

Oppoeed to the Amerlican army is the
Spanirh force, ictrenched on San Juan
hill, with some of Alfonso's troops al-
ready fleeing from the miniature block-
houses.

The toys tuat are modifications nt
those shown in previons years are more
elaborate in detail, more interesting
and complete than ever before.

The old reliable train of cars, for in-
stapce, now passes through tunnels,
over bridges. and stops at a station.
Along the track is a perfect telegraph
line.

The doll houses are marvels. Ore of
them, a three-story uffair of ten rooms,
is Hghted throughout with cenuine elee-
tricity. Each apartmernt has iis wee in-
candescent lights. In the hallway there
is a telephone, and upstairs the lady of
the house is preparing tn step irto a
porcelain bath tub. The maid iz dusts
ing the parlor, and in the kitchen a
savory dinrer is being preparerd by the
chef and his assistarnt,

The eduecational tovs are charactere
ized by permanewce and practicability,

The old style of paper-covered spelling
block has given way to a new variery,

made of a cement-like composition thuth

wili last.

There is a spelling tablet, madein tl..
strle of a Chinese counting device. The
letters—there being many of each —are
on disks that move in a grabve, wlich
holds them fast, and which extends
arourd the outer rim of the 1ablet, -
tending across the tablet s another,

groove, into which are slipped the 1:-1-‘

ters neeced in spelling the word de-
sired. Whern it i~ compivie the letters
used in it are pushed back ca tte outer
groove, thus making way for others.—
Albany Argus.

INDEBTED TO PEACOCK.

Geometrical Figures Suggested by
the Spreading of the EBird's
DBeautiful Train.

It is bigluy probabie thut our arcient

and bonored friend Nr. Buciio ciscos-
ered his iceus of geonetry by itspects
irg the outspread tan of o strutting
pracock. Auncivnt G honortbie as ave
the probiems of BEuciad, itis pracicaly
certaiu that the peacock Lins i cn
varth many woots before the {ather
of cubes, squuares, ALEles ALC [ATHLC -

grams cawned upon the weric, Thos
beirg so, and the tail presenting such
@ Cuzzing combination of gron trical
figures—indeed, they might be used for
the fashioning of a beautiful mosaic—
it is quite reasonable to suppose the old
Greek caught his inspiration from the
proud bird,

With such o statement asa beginning
for a story, it is well to back it up with
evidence. Omy the beat evicwuce is ad-
missible, as one knows who has read
Mr. Greenleaf on this branch ot the
law—tLatis, if the best can be procired,
1f it canrot cause must be shown thatis
satisfuctory to the judge. In the pres-
ent case the best evidence is oeplar aned
fortunately it is at hand. ' .ats urd
charts play most important jurts n

jurispradence.  Maps often deterudite
the value of a case mude, for geometry
and trigonometry determine to tle

fraction of an inch the boundaries of a
tract of land.

Herewith is presented in evidence an
exact reproduction of the widespread
tail of a peacock. Itis apparent toanby-
body that the coutention is bused on
reason and probabiiity. Gaze ut thein-
tricate figures which are formed by the
250 feathers., Pretuy nearly everything
that Euclid discovered cun be traeed
there. It is unfortutate that the bril-
liant plumage of this train—the real
tail lies under it and supports it when
in the natural position—canrot be ndd-
ed to the picture. But he who has
acquaintance with any peacock in full
plumage may judge for himself just
how much the Greek savant was in-
debted to the handsome train for his
train of ideas.—Chicago Chronicle.

Dishonesty Needs Abllity.

It requires extraordinary ability to
enable any man to be profitably and
safely dishonorable.—Chicago Daily
News.
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