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Trademarks of the Wikimedia Movement



Why are Trademarks Important?

○ A lot of hard community work went into building the 
goodwill and quality they represent

"Wikimedia brasil volunteers" By Nevinho (Own work) [CC-
BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or 
GFDL (www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia 
Commons

"Wikimedia booth" By Slaporte (Own work) [CC-BY-3.0 (http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons

"Wikimedia Foundation at Hotel One Urania in Berlin" By NeilK 
(Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0-us (http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/us/deed.en)], via Wikimedia Commons

"Cary Bass Wikimania 2009 02" By Nicolas Goldberg (Nicolas 
Goldberg) [CC-BY-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0) or 
CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via 
Wikimedia Commons



(Wikipedia: Encyclopedia of 
Excitement)

Why Do They Need To Be Protected?



○ Registration
○ Licenses and rules governing use
○ Work with people who want to use them legitimately
○ MarkMonitor, WIPO complaints, contacting infringers

"Massimo Busacca, Referee, 
Switzerland" By Steindy (talk) 11:44, 
19 June 2011 (UTC) (Own work) CC-
BY-SA-3.0(http://creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via 
Wikimedia Commons

How Do You Protect Them?



Trademark Licensing

"MonmouthpediA logo" by Mrjohncummings (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Screenshot of Berkeley Meetup Group website

Screenshot of Sonos Commercial



○ Our Community & 
Copyright : Practical 
Expertise

[1] "Bengal Tiger" by Hollingsworth, John and Karen, retouched by Zwoenitzer, Public Domain. http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Panthera_tigris_tigris.jpg
[2] "Young Muslim woman in the Thar Desert near Jaisalmer, India" by Paulrudd, CC-BY-SA 3.0.  http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Young_muslim_woman_in_the_Thar_desert_near_Jaisalmer,_India.jpg 
[3] "Golden Gate Bridge and San Francisco at sunset" by Brocken Inaglory, CC-BY-SA 3.0.  http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Golden_Gate_Bridge_and_San_Francisco_at_sunset.jpg
[4] "Takedown Comparison Graphic", by Peter Holm (own work), modification of "Visualisation 1 million" by Cmglee (Own work) CC-BY-
SA 3.0. http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Visualisation_1_million.svg

Copyright

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zwoenitzer
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zwoenitzer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Thar_Desert
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Thar_Desert
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Jaisalmer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Jaisalmer
http://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Paulrudd&action=edit&redlink=1
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://sites.google.com/site/thebrockeninglory/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


"Kim Kardashian 6" by Luke Ford [CC-BY-SA-2.5 (http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia 
Commons

"Mark Zuckerberg - South by Southwest 2008 - 2-
crop" By Jason McELweenie [CC-BY-2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via 
Wikimedia Commons

"Shakira Obama" By Scarce (File:Shakira at 
Obama Inaugural (cropped).jpg) [Public 
domain], via Wikimedia Commons

"Jimmy Wales Fundraiser Appeal" By Manuel 
Archain, Buenos Aires, http://www.
manuelarchain.com/ [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], 
via Wikimedia Commons

Biographies of Living Persons



Unique collaborative approach

"Human-emblem-handshake" By Pander CC BY-SA 
2.5, via Wikimedia Commons "Virginia Land Office Warrant Number 229 to 

Joseph Cabell for Gabriel Penn" by Virginia Land 
Office and G. Carr (Library of Congress American 
Memory [4]) [Public domain], via Wikimedia 
Commons

Publicly negotiated with community
○ Community raised, discussed, and resolved over 120 

issues
○ Discussion was as many words as the Grapes of 

Wrath.

New Terms of Use



"Hermann Safe Co. Safet" by Almonroth 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hermann_Safe_Co.
_Safe.jpg [CC-BY-SA-3.0] 

Privacy: The World is Changing

"Dollar Bank 4th Avenue, Pittsburgh - new vault" by Dollar 
Savings Bank [CC-BY-SA-3.0-us 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/us/deed.en)],
via Wikimedia Commons

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Almonroth


"History Wikipedia English SOPA 2012 Blackout2" By 
Pseudoanonymous at en.wikipedia CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia 
Commons

Post-Blackout: What to do now ...



○ Affects what law applies...for WMF, it 
is U.S. law

○ Strong protections under U.S. law
○ First Amendment 
○ DMCA Safe Harbor, CDA 230, and SPEECH 

Act of 2010

○ Affects ability to provide content 
without wrongful government 
censorship, lawsuits, and fines.
○ For example: lese-majeste laws in Thailand

○ Some unfortunate restrictions under 
U.S. law
○ E.g., Golan decision

[1] "Burn Ed Burn" by Alan Levine from Strawberry, United States (Burn Ed Burn  Uploaded by mangostar) [CC-BY-2.0 (http:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
[2] "King Bhumibol Adulyadej Portrait" By Unknown;Gavatron at en.wikipedia [Public domain], from Wikimedia Commons; 
"'Censored' rubber stamp" By Piotr VaGla Waglowski, http://www.vagla.pl (Own work) [Public domain], via Wikimedia 
Commons

[1]

[2]

Jurisdiction: Why Does it Matter?



○ Protect confidentiality of community 
and donor information.

○ Ensure fundamentals of Open Source 
and Copyleft doctrines are not 
compromised.

○ Protect our Trademarks and integrity 
of the brand and mission.  

○ Document obligations of Foundation 
and its service providers in a fair and 
sound manner.

○ Protect the assets of the foundation.

Contracts

This image, "Writing the Declaration of Independence, 
1776", by Jean Leon Gerome Ferri, avalable at http:
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Writing_the_Declaration_of_Independence_1776_cph.
3g09904.jpg, is in the public domain and may be 
reused freely.



Legalwiki (http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikilegal)

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikilegal


Possible Defense Fund

This image, "Engelsk advokatdräkt"available at http://runeberg.
org/nfba/0113.html is in the public domain and may be reused 
freely.

"Law gavel" By Unknow (http://mgallolaw.com/gavel.jpg) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.
org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

http://runeberg.org/nfba/0113.html
http://runeberg.org/nfba/0113.html


 Thank you!

Contact me:

Email: gbrigham@wikimedia.org
Telephone: +1 415 839 6885

User:Geoffbrigham
Website: wikimediafoundation.org

The content contained in this publication is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License v3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/) unless otherwise stated. 
The trademarks and logos of the Wikimedia Foundation and any other organization are not included under the terms of this Creative Commons license. The Wikimedia Foundation trademarks and 
logos are usually pending trademark registration or are registered trademarks of the Wikimedia Foundation. For more information, please see our Trademark Policy page, http://www.
wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Trademark_Policy or contact trademarks@wikimedia.org.

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Geoffbrigham
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://www.wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Trademark_Policy
http://www.wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Trademark_Policy
http://www.wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Trademark_Policy

