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PUBLISHERS 'NOTE.

In the preparation of this book great care and pains has been
taken to use only such information of the massacres and condition
of the country as were known to be trustworthy. Many hundreds
of letters, written by eye-witnesses, have been placed at our dis-
posal; but nearly all of these we are unable to publish. Nearly all
which are given were furnished by private parties, who had
friends in Armenia, or were written by missionaries. We are
compelled to withhold in nearly every instance the names of the
writers of these letters on account of their personal safety. The
illustrations, which greatly increase the value of this book, have
becen secured through the kindness of former residents in that
country and also by direct importation from Constantinople, and
furnish the reader a truthful knowledge of the country and its
people.

The publishers desire to make a public acknowledgment of the
kindness of the editors of the Review of Reviews, Independent,
and Outlook, of New York. They kindly gave permission to make
use of articles which had appeared in their papers.
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Story of Turkey and Armenia.

CHAPTER 1L

INTRODUCTORY.

One of the three most remarkable epochs in the world’s
history was the Gothic age. With it we irresistibly associate
the barons of Runnymede, the great names of Saint Louis
and Saint Ferdinand, the greater name of Dante. We rarely
remember to put with them another name, representing, it is
true, no Christian advance; instead, one in Islam. The
name is Othman or Osman, and from that name is derived
Ottoman or Osmanli. Othman’s father was the leader of a
wild heathen band from Central Asia. Until recently the
subjects of the Ottoman Empire have recognized only the
name Ottomans or Osmanlis, not that of Turk, which ap-
plies to a wider race. The Uighurs, or Turks, were pushed
forth from Central Asia by the Mongols. The Turks gradu-
ally came west, and were probably, like the Kurds of today, a
wild race supplying neighboring rulers with mercenary
troops. They settled in Khorasan (the northeastern prov-
ince of Persia). They began their career first as slaves and
then as mercenary soldiers. Being of great beauty and vigor,
they were favorites with all the princes with whom they came
in contact, and whom they well served. They developed be-
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fore long into a military aristocracy, and ended in becoming
Seljuk Sultans, governing most of the Khalifs’ dominions in
Asia. They even controlled the power of the Persians and
Arabs. Out of the many tribes of Turks, one came into Asia
Minor, and it was the good fortune of its leader to help the
Seljuk Sultan in battle against the Mongols at Angora
(1250). Gaining the victory through his help, the Sultan
gave to his supporters a few square miles of land under Bithy-
nian’ Olympus; the name of the place was Sugat, and these
few square miles became the nucleus of the Ottoman Empire.

The leader of the Turks had managed affairs so well as to
obtain for his son Othman the succession of the Seljuk Sul-
tan. Othman—a prince of much physical prowess, bravery
and patience, qualities which he transmitted to his descend-
ants—continually advanced his small domain (making Brusa
his capital), until it absorbed northwestern Asia Minor. One
of the cleverest methods of conquest was in the formation of
the Janissaries (new troops), composed of children taken
when young from conquered races, generally Christians.
The new soldiers were compelled to become Moslems and to
undergo a life of severe discipline. Separated from family
and country, given great pay, and opportunity for the grati-
fication of ambition and of pleasure, this military organiza-
tion became a redoubtable instrument. Seventy years ago
the Janissaries were suppressed; they had grown too arro-
gant. The Ottoman civil and military government was re-
garded in such a friendly way that the Greek Emperor did
not even object when the Turks crossed the Hellespont, and
for the first time took possession of European soil. About
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this time a convenient earthquake happened, and the walls of
Gallipoli fell down. The Turks immediately marched in, de-
claring that Providence had opened the city to them, and
they could not think of disregarding so clear an instance of
divine interposition. From Gallipoli in a few years the
Turks had spread over all what is now known as Turkey in
Europe, and then began to conquer the outlying provinces—
Servia, Bulgaria, Rumania.

This development of Turkish aggrandizement had been a
wonderful one, and it occupied only a century and one-half.
We shall look far and wide to find a parallel. The reason for
this growth was not in the circumstances which surrounded
the Turks, but in the great abilities which each of their rulers
represented. Cruel they were, and rudely ruled a rude race;
yet there is no question as to their pre-eminent power in mili-
tarism and statecraft. Now, however, there came an event
which not only delayed by fifty years the capture of Constan-
tinople, but seemed to blot out the Ottoman Empire. It
was the descent of Tamerlane. This great warrior was him-
self of Mongol-Turkish race, and had established his domin-
ion throughout lower Russia, Central Asia, India, Persia and
Syria, but he had been resisted by the Mamluk Sultans of
Egypt and by the Ottoman Sultan of Turkey. The latter
was crushed by Tamerlane on that same plain of Angora
where the Ottoman Empire had taken its start. The Mos-
lems, believers in fate, regarded the empire doomed where it
had begun.

Yet by the energy of a great man—the Sultan Mohammed
—the start was made all over again, and only half a century
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sufficed to rebuild the empire, to overwhelm the Christians
with just retribution for their perfidy, and to capture Con-
stantinople. How could all this be done, and so soon?
First, because of the superiority in physical and moral worth
of the Ottoman Turks; because they represented a better
government than those about them; because the disinte-
grated peoples of Asia Minor in the south and the conquered
Christians in the north had become so impressed with these
things that they were ready to fuse with the turks, even to-
accepting the religion of the latter; and because the clever
Ottomans made no differerice between born and converted
Moslems in preferment; indeed, most of the Grand Viziers
have been of Christian or of Jewish birth.

After Constantinople, the Crimea, Greece, Armenia and
Kurdistan were taken, while a foothold was gained on the
Italian coast at Otranto. Many important conquests now
followed—those of Mesopotamia, Syria, Arabia and Egypt;
this was not only a vast addition, but, what was of infinitely
greater moment, gave to the Ottoman Sultan the title of
Khalif, for by the conquest of the Mamluks he succeeded to
their supremécy over the sacred cities of Mecca and Medina,
while the last of the Baghdad Khalifs made over to the Otto-
man Sultan the symbols of his high office—namely, the cloak
and the standard of the Prophet himself. Then came the
conquest of Hungary; but when Suleiman the Magnificent
would take Vienna, his siege came to naught, and the Otto-
man Empire met its first rebuff. Still, its conquests in-
creased, as a rule, in spite of a second check—this time at
Lepanto; Cyprus, Tunis, and Georgia were added to the
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empire, and the first conflict experienced with Russia. The
year 1600 marked the point of greatest territorial extent.
Then followed a decline; Turkey itself receded, then it was
dismembered. Hungary was first lopped off, then Tran-
sylvania, then Wallachia, and so on; and the empire had to
acknowledge the independence of peoples once subject to it.
We have noted the causes of growth; those of decline are no
less evident. In the first place, Turkey has ever been a con-
sumer, not a producer; a military power, she has fattened on
what conquered lands could give her; she gave them nothing.
Often she gave them worse than nothing—cruelty, brutal .
lust, slavery. After Suleiman—a prince who held his own
in that Renaissance age which saw a Charles V, an Elizabeth,
a Francis I, a Leo X—there was, in place of barbaric but di-
rect government, indirection and the growing seclusion of the
Sultan, induced largely by the pernicious harem influence.
The first ten sultans had been robust, able, cruel; the last
twenty-five (save Mahmud II) have been no less cruel, but
no longer robust, no longer able. There were now, however,
external causes to accentuate the internal, the chief of which
was Russia’s rise. By 1700 the Turkish dominions in Europe
had shrunk to half their former extent. The next century
saw Russian aggrandizement come to such a point that not
only did the Crimean Khanate become independent of Tur-
key, but gates at Moscow and Kherson were inscribed “The
Way to Constantinople,” and Constantine became henceforth
an honored name in the Russian Imperial family. Later
events—Navarino, the disaffection of Egypt, the treaty of
Unkiar-Skelessi lately rumored to have been readopted), the
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Crimean war reaction, quickly followed by the Lebanon
affair, the independence of Rumania, the successive revolts
of the Herzegovina, of Bulgaria, Servia and Montenegro, re-
sulting in the Russo-Turkish war, and the further dismem-
berment of Turkey in both Europe and Asia—are not these
summed up in Lord Beaconsfield’s phrase, “Peace with
honor?”—a phrase which has meant so much peace to some
of the European States, little and big, so little honor to Great
Britain and Turkey. The latter’s hold in Europe, both in
area and population, is now reduced to less than one-fourth
of what it once was. It still has much of its vast area and
population in Asia; but in Africa the loss of Algiers, Tunis
and Egypt takes away two-thirds of its area and twelve times
the present population in Tripoli.

Fifty years ago the Emperor Nicholas said to Sir Hamilton
Seymour: “We have on our hands a sick man,-a very sick
man.” The present invalid is the Sultan Abdul-Hamid II.
He succeeded to the throne in 1876, on the deposition of his
older brother, Murad V, who was declared to be suffering
from idiocy, and has since been kept in strict seclusion. Ab-
dul-Hamid is the thirty-fifth sovereign in uninterrupted male
descent of the House of Othman, the founder of the empire.
No family in European history can show such an example of
continuous authority. The crown is inherited by the eldest
male descendant in the imperial line, no matter whether he
be the Sultan’s son, uncle, cousin, or nephew.

The government of Turkey is often called the “Sublime
Porte.” This name is taken from the only gate in general
use along the quay which runs outside the whole length of the
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sea-wall of Constantinople. It is called Bab-i-Humayum
(the great gate of the Seraglio), or the Sublime Porte. In
the old days, just without this gate pyramids of heads used to
be piled up, trophies of war. The Sublime Porte really
means the Sultan. He is absolute in matters both temporal
and spiritual. He delegates his authority in temporal things
to his Grand Vizier, and in religious affairs to the Sheik-ul-
Islam. " In connection with the Sultan and Grand Vizier is the
Privy Council, the ministers of which, however, are little
more than secretaries. Connected with the Sheik-ul-Islam
is the Ulema, a body comprising priests and lawyers, and also
the Mufti, the interpreters of the Koran. The government is
thus before everything a theocracy, and is irreformable to
any permanent degree. True, a constitution was proclaimed
in 1876, but it lasted only a few months. There can be no
equality of Moslem and Christian before the law. Yet the
Sultan has repeatedly promised “perfect equality of civil
rights” to all his subjects. What he really has had to do,
however, is to exercise his Khalifate. By its votaries the
Mohammedan religion is believed to be God'’s last expression
of His will. Therefore, the Sultan, the Moslem couﬁterpart
of papal vicegerency and infallibility, is not only a sovereign,
he is also an Inquisitor. He must needs compel all to em-
brace Islam; if the “heathen” will not, then death to them; if
Christians and Jews will not, then servitude to them. The
Turkish dominion in Europe is about equally divided be-
tween Mohammedans and Christians, but in Asia the former
form a vast majority. The Christians number those who




10 STORY OF TURKEY AND ARMENIA.

use the Roman Catholic liturgy, the Greeks, Armenians, Bul-
garians, Syrians, Maronites, and Protestants.

The empire is partitioned into thirty-one departments
called Vilayets. These are subdivided into provinces (San-
jaks), and these in turn into districts (Kazaks), and these
again into subdistricts and communities. The Governor of
a Vilayet is called a Vali, and is assisted by a Provincial
Council. The provinces, districts, etc., are governed by au-
thorities, and the names of the Governors of sub-districts and
of communes—Mudir and Muktar—have lately become fa-
miliar. The making and carrying out of Turkish law have
not yet come to such a state of perfection that foreigners feel
like giving up their own consular courts, which they retain,
and by means of which are under the same laws as in their
respective countries. Cases between foreign and Turkish
subjects, however, are tried in the Ottoman courts. Through
the prevailing dishonesty, foreign governments are also
compelled to maintain their own postoffices in Turkey. Yet,
by England at least, Turkish government is apparently
thought good enough for unarmed Christians, since, in spite
of solemn obligations incurred eighteen years ago, not one
thing has the British government done to succor those Chris-
tians.

The Turks today are still nomadic. Their agriculture is
backward, not so much from soil-sterility in Albania or in
Asia Minor as from the apathy of the inhabitants to settled
vocations. In Macedonia and in Thrace the soil is fertile,
but the same poverty is seen. The people have ruthlessly
destroyed their forests. Their mines are unworked despite
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the gold, silver, copper and salt known to exist abundantly.
With an empire possessing every kind of soil and climate,
vegetable, animal and mineral product, the Ottomans are
bankrupt; they seem as alien as when, six hundred years ago,
they emerged from obscurity.

Armenia is a country lying about Mount Ararat as a cen-
tral point. The country is now partly in Russia, partly in
Persia, partly in Asia Minor. Turkish Armenia is about the
size of New England; it is a mountain land, some of the
Taurus peaks rising over 10,000 feet. There are a few val-
leys in which scant rice and cotton may be grown, but the
high plateau is mostly a grazing place. As in the rest of the
Ottoman Empire, agriculture is in a pitifully primitive state,
and, though there are abundant deposits, mining does not
exist. The climate is one of extremes of cold and heat. The
sources of the Euphrates and Tigris are in Armenia, and
there is also Lake Van, a salt lake. The roads are nothing
but bridle-paths; they are infested with brigands, and there
are no inns. Geographical isolation is not the least of the
hardships in the present crisis.

The Armenians represent an ancient civilization, and have
kept their individuality through all ages. Their name comes
from an early king, Haik, a descendant of Japhet. Armenia
is mentioned several times in the Old Testament; for instance
(2 Kings xix, 37), when the sons of Sennacherib are said to
have escaped thither. The best known Armenian king, Ti-
granes I, was an ally of Cyrus the Great, and in Xenophon’s



14 STORY OF TURKEY AND ARMENIA.

Retreat of the Ten Thousand we have a description of Ar-
menia as it might be today. Then came Alexander’s con-
quest, followed by those of the Parthians, Romans, Byzan-
tines, Saracens and Turks. The latter overran the country
in the eleventh century.

The Armenian language is, like the Greek, an independent
branch of the Indo-Germanic. The Gothic Bishop Ulfilas
was the first to give form to the early German, by his trans-
lation of the Bible, and so did the Armenian Bishop Mesrob
to Armenian; he invented the Armenian alphabet, and then
translated the Bible into that tongue. The language is dis-
tinguished by two characteristics: there is no gender, and all
words are accented on the last syllable.

There are now about four million Armenians, of whom
only 600,000 are in Armenia—a fourth of the entire number
in all Turkey. There are 1,250,000 in Russian Armenia, and
they are fairly prosperous there; 150,000 in Persian Armenia;
100,000 in Europe, and about 5000 in this country. The say-
ing runs that if it takes ten Christians to cheat a Jew, it takes
ten Jews to cheat an Armenian, and the cleverness of the lat-
ter in trade is well known. They go to Constantinople, and
the great cities whenever possible, and often become affluent.
The stay-at-homers attend to their flocks, till their soil, make
their honey, and weave their carpets and rugs.

Half the population of Armenia is Moslem, and it is made
up of Kurds and Turks. The former are by nature brave
and hospitable, but are still unsubjugated, and have become
brutal through contact with the degenesate Turk. Contrary
to the customs of other Mohammedans, their women go
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about unveiled and enjoy much liberty. The Kurds are now
organized into guerrilla regiments of the Turkish army.

According to legend, the Apostle Thaddeus founded the
Armenian Church; according to history, St. Gregory the I1-
luminator, in 289, when the king was baptized and Christi-
anity became the national religion. The Armenian is sup-
posed to be the oldest of any national church. As they were
at war during the Council of Chalcedon, the Armenians did
not attend it and did not approve its decrees. This led to a
separation, and, about 500 years ago, a division in the Arme-
nian Church itself occurred, when a branch of it acknowl-
edged the Pope’s supremacy. The highest Armenian eccle-
siastical dignitary is called Katholikos. He resides near
Erivan, the capital of Russian Armenia, and at least once in
their lives all Armenians must journey thither. There is a
belief in the worship of saints in the Armenian Church, but
none in purgatory; there are ignorance and superstition, but
the work of foreign missionaries is doing much to break
through the dry ecclesiastical crust. In Armenia and Asi-
atic Turkey there are about 250 Americans, who hold over
$2,000,000 worth of property for religious, medical and edu-
cational uses. These figures do not cover our large commer-
cial interests there.

Until the Crimean war, Russia had exercised a-hundred
years a kind of protectorate over the Ottoman Christians, but
in 1856 she was deprived of that protectorate, and the Great
Powers of Europe, in a collective protectorate, took her
place. Russia had always accomplished something with the
Sultan; he never forgot that, with one exception, for two cen-
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turies Russia had defeated him in every war. Therefore he
was delighted at the chance of escaping from dealing with
one Power to dealing with a number, for what was every-
body’s business was nobody’s business. Furthermore, he
was convinced that the integrity of his empire was essential
to the balance of power in Europe. The best proof of this
was the fact that Turkey had been admitted into the comity
of nations. British preponderance was meanwhile growing,
and in 1880 England bound herself to defend the Armenian
frontier against Russia, and to see that reforms were carried
out in Armenia. The curious situation is that, should Rus-
sia decide to interfere with the awful iniquities which have
been going on in Armenia, the Sultan could, under this con-
vention, call upon England to protect him. An added re-
sponsibility of England’s is found in the Treaty of Berlin.
The sixty-first clause of that treaty declares that the Porte
shall carry out the reforms demanded by local requirements
in Armenia. As a part of that agreement, the Sultan guar-
antees the security of Armenia against the Circassians and
the Kurds, and agrees that he “will periodically make known
the steps taken to this end to the Powers, who will superin-
tend their application.” Not once has Turkey announced
any reforms; there have been none. In the Russo-Turkish
Treaty of San Stefano the Sultan had bound himself to intro-
duce reforms in Armenia, and the Russian troops were to
remain in that province until such reforms were established.
To her shame be it said, England was the only Power insist-
ing upon the submission of the Treaty of San Stefano to the
revision of the Congress at Berlin.
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Thus, eighteen years ago, England and Turkey made their
compact. Neither the Christian nor the Moslem Power has
since done anything to relieve the situation. For England
there is no excuse; for Turkey, the only apology has been
that the population of Armenia, being mixed, reforms cannot
be instituted applicable to Christians and Mussulsmans alike;
but, as Canon MacColl points out, precisely the same objec-
tions were made to the constitution which Lord Dufferin
drew up for the Lebanon after the Syrian massacres in 1860.
That, however, did not prevent Great Britain insisting that
the constitution should be accepted by the Porte, and events
since then have abundantly justified such firmness. During
these eighteen years, despite the Berlin Treaty, the Arme-
nians have suffered as much as ever—latterly, far more. Their
testimony is rarely taken in the courts; it is never acted on
(while the uncorroborated evidence of a Mussulman is
enough to send a Christian to jail). They may not bear arms.
They are harassed by intolerable taxes. In addition to ordi-
nary taxation (the assessing and collecting of which are out-
rageously performed), for all Christians who refuse to em-
brace Islam there is either death or the ransom from death, a
capitation tax. Christians are excluded from the Ottoman
army; in place of that service a tax is put on all males from
three months old. There are extraordinary taxes for tem-
porary purposes, which are never removed—we learn that the
extraordinary tax levied in 1867 to pay the cost of the Sultan’s
visit to England is still being imposed, though the promise
was that it should be levied only for that year. Taxes are
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often demanded a year in advance, a promise being made that
the interval shall be exempted—a promise never kept. Then
there is the dreaded hospitality tax. Every Christian sub-
ject of the Sultan is legally bound to provide three days’ gra-
tuitous hospitality for any Moslem traveler who may chance
todemandit. These Mohammedan guests are as unwelcome
as they are omnipresent. They require not only the best the
house affords in food, drink and shelter, but they regard no
sanctity of person as inviolable; indeed, Canon MacColl sees
nothing improbable in the allegation that there is scarcely a
Christian woman in Armenia who has not been outraged.
While this is probably an exaggeration, we know that failure
to pay a tax is regarded by Turkish law as rebellion. The
penalty is forfeiture of property or of life. The Armenians
have long been compelled to pay blackmail to the tax-gather-
ers, so that property and life, and that which is dearer than
life—the dignity of their women—might be preserved. The
Christians have now become so impoverished that they can-
not meet all these extortions, for, after paying ordinary taxes,
the peasant’s share of his crop is but one-third.

This impoverishment was the cause of the Sassun massacre
a year and one-half ago. The Christians had no money. The
Kurds stole flocks from the villages. The Armenians tried
to recover the flocks, and a fight took place, in which some
Kurds were killed. Then it transpired that the latter were
enrolled as soldiers. This was exactly what was wanted.
The Christians had doubly forfeited their right to life, and an
imperial order went forth to diminish the population. The



S8TORY OF TURKEY AND ARMENIA. 21

population was diminished by just so much; it would not do
to exterminate the Armenians—the milch-cow business is
too good to be destroyed—but the Armenians must be cut
down to a certain level. Killing goes on, say from ten to
four, when the level is supposed to be reached, but woe to a
Turk who kills after four; he himself is summarily shot.

The Turks allege that the Armenians were preparing for a
general uprising, and that their minds had been inflamed by -~
paid agitators. The first charge was that the Armenians
wished to set up an autonomous government, eventually
comprising their co-religionists in Russia and Persia. The
next was that the agitators were trying to sow the seed of
discontent and anarchy in order to prepare the way for a
strong power (Russia) to step in and keep order. A third
charge was that the agitators were Nihilists. It is true, as
we are told, that the real aim of the Armenians, as a whole, is
somewhat obscured by the utterances and acts of a few irre-
sponsible Armenian hotheads.

Whatever may be said about a choice of evils as between
Russia and Turkey, in the case of the Armenians there is no
longer any question. In his recent book, Mr. Frederick
Greene well says: “Russia is crude, stupid, and, in certain
respects, brutal; but she is not decrepit, debauched and dot-
ing like official Turkey. * * * Christians and Moham-
medans cannot live together on equal terms under a Moham-
medan government, because the Mohammedan religion for-
bids that shey should; but Mohammedans and Christians
may perfectly well live together under a Christian govern-
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ment. They do so under the governments both of England
and of Russia.”

While there are undoubtedly some honest Turks, no reli-
ance may be placed on any promise of the Sultan, for no Sul-
tan could ever carry them out. Religious principle and tem-

\_poral policy alike forbid. Reform in the Ottoman dominions
cannot come from within; it must come from without.
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CHAPTER IIL

TOE EVIL OF THE TURK.
By an Armenian.®

The questions are often asked, “Why does Turkey wage
perpetual war against her Christian subjects? What are
some of the grievances to which they are subjected and of
which they complain? And why are the Turkish displays of
barbarism allowed to go unchecked and unpunished at the
close of the enlightened nineteenth century?”

I would answer these questions from the standpoint of one
reared in that country, and under those conditions of enslave-
ment and persecution that surround all Christians there. The
answer to the first question may be found in the teachings of
the dominating religion of the government, Mohammedan-
ism, whose watchword from the past to the present has been,
“The sword is the key of heaven and hell”—meaning that
those who accepted Mohammedanism, even from the terrors
of the sword, should be saved, while those rejecting it should
die by the same weapon and be damned. This is the only
means used in propagating the religion of Islam. On either
side of the pulpits of St. Sophia and the Mosque of Eyub are
two flags hanging; one representing Judaism, and the other
Christianity. When the imam goes up to the pulpit, he car-
ries a wooden sword in one hand and the Koran in the other,

*The author of the article is a recent graduate of one of the leading theo-
logical seminaries.
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to indicate that the conquest of the Koran over Judaism and
Christianity is to be accomplished by the sword, teaching the
people that their wars are holy wars, and that the Moham-
medan soldier is the executor of God's will and vengeance.

No military service is required of either Jews or Christians,
as they cannot be depended upon to defend Mohammedan-
ism. Indeed, the government goes so far as to prohibit Ar-
menians from possessing arms of any kind, even a penknife
being forbidden them.

This freedom from military service, which is a mark of deg-
radation in the eyes of a Turk, has had some compensations.
It has saved the Christians from the “wasting influences and
destructive diseases of the camp and the battle-field, and has
accustomed them to industry and thrift.” But while they are
free from military service, a special tax is imposed upon them
for the support of the Turkish army and State. The taxes are
classified as follows: (1) One-tenth of all the crops and fruits;
(2) four per cent. of the renting value of houses and
lands; (3) five per cent. on every transfer; (4) an animal tax
of thirty-three pence on every sheep and goat. Besides
these, there are the road and labor taxes on the imaginary
earnings of the Christians, and the military tax laid upon
every male.

The tithes are sold to the highest bidder, and the competi-
tion is so keen that the successful bidder is forced to pay more
than the entire just amount of the tax. Consequently the
tithe-farmers are forced to resort to the worst form of extor-
tion from the poor Christians, and, instead of making a care-
ful and honest estimate of the taxable produce, assess it with-
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out examination, often to more than double its amount. If
the farmer has reaped his grain, he cannot store it in his barn
until the tax-gatherer has surveyed it and taken out his lion’s
share. If the official is busy elsewhere, or is waiting for a
bribe, the grain must be left on the field for days or weeks,
exposed to drenching rain and scorching sun, until the whole
crop becomes spoiled or is carried away by the rapacious
Kurds. ‘

If the farmer is then unable to pay the tithe in kind, he is
obliged to pay in ready cash. But as he rarely has enough
to meet these exactions, his household utensils are seized and
sold. The tax-gatherer, with his zabtiehs (policemen), is an
ever-present scourge to the country. He is heartless and
without honor. During the business transactions he must
be entertained and provided for, with all his retinue and
horses. If the farmer can by any means raise the money, he
is only too glad to do so and free himself from this burden;
but if he is unable, he is often maltreated and thrown into
prison. False receipts, too, are often given, and the amount
of the debt has thus to be twice paid. Should a Christian at
any time seek redress for continued outrages on person or
property, he can appeal only to the local governor or officials,
and never to the Sultan, whose time is considered too valu-
able to be taken up in looking after the welfare of his subjects.
The press also is muzzled, as the following rules governing
journalism in Constantinople will show:

Art. 5. Avoid personalities. If anybody tells you that a
governor or deputy-governor has been guilty of embezzle-
ment, maladministration, or of any other blameworthy con-
duct, treat the charge as not proved, and say nothing about it.
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Under the ruinous management of these mercenary offi-
cials, the country which God made so rich in resources has
becume poar.  These men have transformed their official
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meaning the extermination of whole villages if they would
please the Sultan. After wholesale butchery, Zeki Pasha
reported that, “not finding any rebellion, we cleared the coun-
try so that none should occur in the future.” This stroke of
policy was afterwards praised in the Court as an act of patriot-
ism.

Why has the Sultan failed to perform his obligations as
pledged in the Berlin Treaty? Because, according to Mo-
hammedanism, “no promise can bind the faithful against the
interest and duty of their religion.” For nearly twenty years
he has occupied the throne, but all the justice which he has
shown, and the peace that he has been able to maintain, must
be ascribed to the pressure brought upon him by the Treaty
Powers. Take, for instance, the case of Mussa Bey. When
all Europe demanded an investigation, the Sultan bestirred
himself to a pretense of political reformation, but it was short-
lived. Duplicity, shiftlessness and deceit are his great char-
acteristics.

No pledge made in the Berlin Treaty has been respected.
According to that, there was to be religious toleration in
Turkey. Has there been? Far from it. The Sultan has
scarcely lived up to the injunction of Mohammed, who said,
“Christians and Jews may have their churches or synagogues,
repair or rebuild them; but no new churches or synagogues
shall be built.”

It is the delight of the Turks to profane and pillage Chris-
tian churches, and in this sacrilege they are upheld by the
.weakness of the Sultan.

Who is thisman? Well may one ask,
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Upon what meat doth this our Caesar feed,
That he has grown so great?

He is the son of a slave of obscure parentage, with no endow-
ments of mind or heart that should fit him for the responsible
position of sovereign and pontiff. He is utterly incompetent
to remedy official vices, and leaves the affairs of the country
to adjust themselves while he busies himself in deciding what
shall be the costume of the comedians and actresses in the
French opera, for which he has a great fondness. His pal-
aces and kiosks exceed all former examples of royal luxury.
His domestics number 6000, and $11,000,000 is required to
cover the annual expenses of his royal house and table. No-
thing arouses his lethargy save the sound of pleasure or music
or the talk of his concubines, wives and comedians, who are
really his ministers. While 6000 courtiers (who are the mer-
cenaries of many fragmental tribes) wait on his holy person
daily, the Christians are supporting his tottering throne; yet
the whole policy of the government of the officials of the
Kurds and Circassians is the extermination of the Armenians.
This is all in accordance with Said Pasha’s policy, who said:
“The solution of the Armenian question consists in the anni-
hilation of the Armenian race.” Will the following well-au-
thenticated instance, which is but one of hundreds, be a sur-
prise to you? During the spring of 1889, in the Armenian
town of Zeitune, consisting of about 20,000 inhabitants, 600
boys alone were poisoned by the doctors, who were bribed
by the government to use impure vaccine matter; while indi-
vidual cases of murder of noted Armenians are of daily occur-
rence all around the empire.
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Although the Kurds and Circassians are by no means the
only agents in satisfying Said Pasha’s craving for Armenian
blood, they are very powerful factors in carrying on the work
of destruction. When Sultan Medjid was talking of driving
them out of the country, the cunning advice of his counsel
was: “Let them alone to exterminate the non-Mussulmans,
or to keep them subject to your throne.”

Ever since they have been the favorites of the Sultan and
government, who have equipped them with modern rifles in
defiance of Article LXI of the Berlin Treaty, to assist them in
their work of rapine, confiscation and depredation. Yet,
lawless and barbarous, they are not only tolerated by the gov-
ernment, but upheld. A numerous swarm of these mercena-
ries assisted Zeki Pasha in the recent massacre, led either by
bribes or by the hope of spoil or by the threats of fanatic
mufti, whose cry echoed far above the groans of the dying,
“Fight, fight! Paradise, paradise!”

Today Turkey presents an awful picture of death and ruin.
War, pestilence and famine press their rival claims, and we
cry from a full heart, “How long, O Lord, how long?”

What, then, is left to us? The sad experience of five hun-
dred years has shown that neither obedience nor submission
ean secure to us the safety of our mothers, sisters, wives and
property. These many years we have submitted our bodies
to the Turk; but patience is no more a virtue. It is an evil
and unjust government that forces us to raise the voice of
righteous indignation. If a government is a divine appoint-
ment, then its mission should be to work for the welfare of
the nation, holding its interests in trust. Since the Berlin
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treaty, intoleration by ruler and officials has gone from bad
to worse. While subjects to the Sultan, we are considered
as strangers and treated like enemies. The Turks claim that
the recent troubles came from organized revolutionary so-
cieties among the Christians. Were the Armenians organ-
ized in societies when the massacres of 1835, 1860, 1876 and
1878 took place? Nay! Yet Armenian mothers were torn
from their children, wives from their husbands, daughters
from their parents, and given over to a fate more horrible
than death. Is it necessary, then, in order to justify our
claim and secure the intervention of Europe, that the Turks
should massacre twice or three times more than 15,000 Ar-
menians? The present existing struggle resolves itself into
a conflict between Christianity and Mohammedanism, be-
tween Christian civilization and the effete civilization of Is-
lam, between aggressive Christian progress and the indo-
lence of the fatalistic Turk. Instead of being allowed to de-
velop the industries of the country, we have been oppressed
for five centuries by the iron hand of tyranny. We have
been obliged to abandon agriculture, our farms being
usurped by the officials for the support of Turkish mosques.
Misfortune after misfortune, however, has but intensified
national love, and we would fain be prepared to support our
own autonomy. Should not Christian nations feel an inter-
est in our country and in our struggle for life and liberty, and
appoint a European governor, vested with full power of gov-
erning the country?
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CHAPTER IIL

ABDUL HAMID, SULTAN OF TURKEY.
A Character Sketch. By W. T. Stead.

[The Finest Pearl of the Age, and the esteemed Centre of the Universe;
at whose grand portals stand the camels of justice and mercy, and to whom
the eyes of the kings and people in the West have been drawn; the rulers
there finding an example of political prowess and the classes a model of
mercy and kindness; our Lord and Master the Sultan of the two Shores and
the High King of the two Seas; the Crown of Ages and the Pride of all
Countries, the greatest of all Khalifs; the 8hadow of God on Earth; the
successor of the Apostles of the Lord of the Universe, the Victorious Con-
queror (Al-Ghagl) Sultan Abdul Hamld Khan,

May God protect his Kingdom and place his glory above the Sun and the
Moon, and may the Lord supply all the world with the goodness which
proceeds from his Holy Majesty’s good Intentions.—Turkish newspaper
quoted by Mr. . Anthony Salmone, Nineteenth Century, November, 18%4.]

Amen and Amen! But if the stock of goodness at the dis-
posal of the Lord does not exceed that which proceeds from
His Holy Majesty’s good intentions, it is to be feared the
rest of the world will be put on short rations. Not that His
Holy Majesty, the Shadow of God on earth, is lacking in the
material with which on classic authority it is understood that
hell is paved. He means well, his intentions are excellent.
Where he fails is in the execution. It is- this trifling detail
that at present stands in the way of the elevation of Abdul
Hamid’s glory above that of the sun and the moon, and, in-
deed, it is to be feared, has consigned it to the nethermost
depths—which, however, is unjust.
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Abdul Hamid is, of all men, one of those most to be pitied,
but at the present moment there is but little pity or compas-
sion shown him. The custom of punishing the Pope for
Caesar’s crimes is still fashionable among mankind, and
Abdul Hamid is being made the scapegoat for all the atroci-
ties of all the Ottomans. Not that he is without crimes of his
own—black and bloody crimes, according to our Western
ideas; but, in the eyes of the Oriental, their only criminality
consists in that they are not black and bloody enough to
achieve their end. For the government of Osmanli has al-
ways been, since the days when the Tartar horsemen first
taught Asia how terrible was their wrath, a government of
terror. By terror, the Sultans climbed to supreme power;
by terror, they have maintained themselves on the throne of
the Caesars for five centuries, and it is only because they can
no longer inspire sufficient terror that the Ottoman Empire
i‘s crumbling into ruin. Abdul Hamid, no doubt, resorted
to massacre as a British Prime Minister attempts to renew
his power by a dissolution. Atrocities are as natural to the
Turk as the general elections to a Parliamentarian. They
are the traditional Ottoman method of renewing the man-
date of the ruler. No doubt this is offensive to Western civ-
ilization. The Sultan is an anachronism in the last decade
of the nineteenth century, and those who have been trying
to make believe that he was a civilized sovereign are no
doubt experiencing the revulsion natural to disappointed
hope. But those of us who have never for one moment for-
gotten that the Turk is simply the aboriginal savage en-
camped on the ruins of a civilization which he destroyed, can
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afford to be more mild and just in our estimate of the charac-
ter of the last of the line of Othman.

In this articie I shall not depart from the rule governing
all these character sketches. I shall try to represent Abdul
Hamid as he appears to himself at his best, rather than as he
appears to his victims at his worst. It is of course impos-
sible to write entirelv from his standpoint. But it is pos-
sible to avoid the habit of judging the Sualtan of Stamboul as
if he were a smug citizen of a London suburb. And if we
can but start from the point of realizing that it is as natural
and as habitual to a Sultan to massacre as it is to a redskin to
scalp, we shall at least avoid one element that would be ut-
terly fatal to any realization of Abdul Hamid’s position.

I. BEFORE HIS ACCESSION.

Put yourself in his place! Abdul Hamid, the nephew of
Abdul Aziz, was reared in the seclusion of the seraglio. For-
bidden to take any part in public affairs, he was flung in his
earliest manhood into the midst of that debauchery which
makes Constantinople the cesspool of the world. For some
years he spent his life in riot and excess. Then he suddenly
reformed. From a progligate he became an ascetic. Like
Prince Hal, he banished Jack Falstaff and all his companions
of the wine cup, and set himself, with the zeal of a convert, to
live a higher and a purer life. His enemies impute it to cal-
culation. But it would be more charitable to believe that the
yourfg man had passed through the experience of conver-
sion—a phenomenon fortunately by no means peculiar to
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the Christian faith. The penitent prodigal is not the less
welcome because he goes to a mosque rather than to a
church, and there seems to be no doubt that long before
there was any prospect of his succeeding to the throne Abdul
Hamid reformed his mode of life and became, according to
his lights, a pious and devout disciple of the Prophet. This
was the more remarkable, as his conversion took place while
Turkish society was still reveling in the false security and
fictitious wealth that resulted from the loans which his uncle
contracted with reckless prodigality. The latter part of the
reign of Abdul Aziz was for the East what the closing years
of the Second Empire was for France. Constantinople, like
Paris, had its vulgar orgie of splendid debauchery—modern
versions of Belshazzar’s feast, in which the handwriting on
the wall was hardly discerned before the avenger was at the

gates.
THE FALL OF ABDUL AZIZ

The French Empire went down in the earthquake of Sedan
in 1870. It was not till five years later that that Nemesis
overtook Abdul Aziz. The treasury, emptied by the Sul-
tan’s extravagance, could no longer pay the interest on the
coupon, and when Abdul Aziz could no longer borrow, his
end was at hand. After a brief pause, during which the
storm clouds gathered and broke in insurrection in the ex-
treme western province of the Herzegovina, the conspirators
prepared to depose the Sultan. Then events followed each
other with the rapidity of the swiftest tragedy. Abdul Ha-
mid, from his retreat among the mollahs and imams, was
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startled by the news, first of the deposition of his uncle, then
of the proclamation of his brother, Murad as Sultan. Fast
on the heels of this came the suicide of the deposed Sultan.
Then like a thunderclap came the assassination of the minis-
ters who had deposed Abdul Aziz, and the summary execu-
tion of their murderer. Meanwhile, the war clouds were
gathering black and heavy on the Russian frontier. Massa-
cres and atrocities in Bulgaria had filled Europe with shud-_
dering horror. Montenegro and Servia had gone to war;
Russian volunteers were flocking to the Servian camp; the
capital was seething with excitement. There was the under-
swell of a revolution in Stamboul, the menace of a Russian
invasion in Europe and in Asia. In the midst of all these
portents of doom, the pious recluse was suddenly con-
founded by the announcement that his brother Murad had
gone mad, and that he must ascend the throne of Othman.

THE DEPOSITION OF MURAD.

It is difficult to imagine a more trying ordeal than that
through which Abdul Hamid had passed between the depo-
sition of his uncle and the removal of his brother. It would
have severely tested the nerves of the most experienced poli-
tician in the most stormy of South American republics.
What it must have been to the inexperienced and devout
Hamid no one can quite realize. What is clear is that he
shrank timidly from the perilous dignity of the tottering
throne. He refused to consent to the deposition of his
brother. He was reluctant to credit the reports of the phy-
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sicians. He insisted upon foreign advice. But Midhat had
decided that Murad must be removed. According to the
statements made in the recently published book about Mu-
rad, the unfortunate Sultan might easily have recovered had
he been allowed to rest. As it was, the conspirators pur-
posely rendered his recovery impossible. The moment the
foreign physician’s back was turned, they succeeded in driv-
ing their unfortunate victim into a condition of imbecility
which justified, if it did not even necessitate, his deposition.
Abdul Hamid persisted to the last in deprecating his bro-
ther’s removal. He objected strenuously to his own eleva-
tion to the Sultanate. Only when it was made clear to him
that Murad would be deposed in any case, and that he had
only to choose between being Sultan himself or being put
out of the way by the Sultan whom Midhat would instal in
his stead did he yield and consent to accept the thorny
crown of the Ottoman Empire. So it came to pass that Mu-
rad was formally deposed and Abdul Hamid reigned in his
stead.

II. SULTAN.

“Yildiz, the palace of the Sultan,” says a recent writer,
“like the seraglio of the ‘good old times,” contains all the
dramatis personae of the tales of the Scheherazaide, the
eunuchs, mollahs, pashas, beys, astrologers, slaves, sultanas,
kadines, dancing women, Circassian and Georgian odal-
isques, whose main object in existence is their own self-ad-
vancement. Above this ant-hill of picturesque folk the in-
teresting figure of the Sultan stands out in striking relief.”
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When Abdul Hamid was installed as Sultan of Turkey
above this picturesque ant-hill, the situation was such as
might well have appalled the stoutest heart. Possibly the Sul-
tan’s ignorance—for although he is no fool, he, like all the
other Turks, has never quite grasped the elementary facts
which underlie the modern world—may have helped him.
If he had had a wider range of knowledge or a more vivid
imagination he might have gone the way of Murad.

ALONB.

Without training, without preparation, without a single
friend whom he could trust, Abdul Hamid was suddenly
brought forth from his seclusion by the men who had de-

posed his uncle and his brother, and established on a throne
reeling from the blows of domestic insurrection and foreign

war. The last days of the Ottoman Empire seemed to have
come. Among all the Powers, not one would promise him
any help. Among all his pashas there was not one whom he
did not believe would depose him tomorrow if private gain
or public policy appeared to demand such a step. The
treasury was empty. The credit of the empire was at such
a low ebb that no new loan was possible, yet armies had to be
retained in the field to keep Servia and Montenegro in
check. Preparations had to be pushed forward to prevent
the threatened Russian invasion. Greece was threatening
in the south, Russia in the north and east, while Austria was
suspected of aggressive designs in the west. There was
hardly a single province which was not threatening revolt.
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The Powers were clamoring for reforms, the first condition
of which was lacking. What and where and whom was he
to trust?

KISMET.

Now, Abdul Hamid was not learned, nor clever, nor
heroic, nor indeed anything in particular. But he was born
of the house of Othman, and he was a devout disciple of Mo-
hammed. For five centuries it had been the will of Allah
that there should never be lacking a member of the House
of Othman to reign as the Shadow of God among men.
Therefore he might not unreasonably conclude it was the
will of Allah that he, the rightful representative of that great
house, should deliver Islam from the ruin whioh menaced
it. But if it was the will of Allah that such a deliverance
should be wrought, then it was not for him, Abdul Hamid,
to tremble or to escape from the task laid upon him by provi-
dence. Years before, when he was still a young man, he had
accompanied his uncle on the famous European tour, in the
course of which Abdul Aziz visited London and was ban-
queted by the Lord Mayor. In those days it was noted that
Abdul Hamid was of a very shy and retiring disposition. It
was reported that when he was in the gardens at Bucking-
ham Palace he would always slink behind the bushes and
conceal himself if he saw anyone approaching. By consti-
tution he was not self-assertive, and, like Hamlet, he re-
garded it as a cursed spite that he was told off to put to right
times so cruelly out of joint. But, unlike Hamlet, Abdul
Hamid is a Moslem, and a prince of the house which genera-
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tion after generation produced warriors and statesmen who
were the terror of Christendom and the object of the envious
admiration of the Eastern world. Hence he did not hesi-
tate, when the call came, to fairly shoulder hisburden and to
undertake the task of saving the empire with qualifications
almost as scanty as those of Tommy Atkins for commanding
an army corps.

MIDHAT AND HIS CONSTITUTION.

When he became Sultan, Midhat had conceived the idea
of throwing dust in the eyes of Europe by proclaiming a
constitution. The Sultan assented to it as he would prob-
ably have assented to any other expedient which the Grand
Vizier proposed at that time. But he never liked it, and took
the first opportunity of dissolving the Parliament and put-
ting the constitution on the shelf. Parliaments indeed were
not in his line. The House of Othman has many virtues,
but those of constitutional kingship were not of them. The
founder of the dynasty and all his most famous descendants
had been men of personal initiative. They not only reigned,
but ruled. They first carved out their realms for themselves
with their own scimiters, and then governed it by their own
autocratic, theocratic will. To Abdul Hamid, who believed
only in two things—in God and in his house—the very
idea of a parliament or of any limitation on the sovereign
power of the Sultan partook of the nature of a blasphemy.
Not by such means would Allah deliver the faithful. Abdul
Hamid would stand in the ancient ways, walk by the ancient
light, and trust in the God of his fathers to deliver him from
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the perils that encompassed him round about. For a time,
in deference to Midhat, he tolerated the theatricaliiy of the
constitution, hoping that it might delude the infidel and de-
liver Turkey from war. But when it failed, and the infidel
would not be deluded, and the Russian armies crossed the
Danube and invaded Armenia, then the time for such fooling
was past. Midhat was banished to Arabia, where he shortly
afterward died, the parliament was dissolved, and the con-
stitution vanished in thin air.

THE ONE MAN POWERR.

Henceforth the Sultan was to be the Sultan. And for
nearly twenty years Abdul Hamid has been the Sultan and
no mistake. Believing in no one but himself, he trusted no
one but himself. Surrounded by men who had betrayed his
uncle and his brother, living in an atmosphere malarious
with corruption and saturated with intrigue, he early de-
cided to trust no one, and to govern single-handed. And
hopeless though the enterprise appeared, Abdul Hamid may
at least claim that whatever may be said in criticism of his
policy, it has at least achieved one great and indisputable
success. It has enabled him to survive. And that is more
than most people believed possible. Not only has he sur-
vived for twenty years, but he has, until quite recently, been
regarded as one of the ablest and most successful rulers of
our time.

The worst enemy of Abdul Hamid cannot deny that he is
one of the most industrious of sovereigns. He toils early
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and late, seventeen and eighteen hours a day. Neither can
it be imputed to him that he has not always labored for what
he believed to be the real interest of the great trust which
Allah has committed to his hands. He has worked like a
galley slave in the peopled solitude of his palace. An im-
perial convict sentenced to hard labor for life, with constant
liability to capital punishment, he has scorned delights and
lived laborious days. He is not a genius, but he has held his
own; not a hero, but he has borne the heat and burden of a
long and toilsome day without complaining, and if he were
gathered to his fathers tomorrow, he would have a record of
which, when due allowance is made for his environment, no
Sultan of his line need be ashamed.

COURAGE WITH SELF-RELIANCE.

It is the fashion nowadays to denounce Abdul Hamid as
an abject coward. Cowardice has never been a note of the
House of Othman. The breed is brave by heredity, and
Abdul Hamid has given enough proof of his courage to
show that he belongs to the imperial line. Almost immedi-
ately after his accession, he had to face the Russian invasion.
On both eastern and western frontiers burst the storm of
Russian war. His arsenals were almost empty; his treasury
was bankrupt. Even the rifles for his legions had to be
bought in hot haste across the Atlantic. Of his pashas,
some of the most highly placed were believed to be in Rus-
sian pay. There was no one in camp or cabinet who was of
proved genius and who could command the confidence
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either of his sovereign or of Europe. Among the great
Powers there was not one which could be relied upon for a
cartridge or a sou. England, which in olden days had been
the sworn ally of his predecessors, had taken offense about
the suppression of the Bulgarian insurrection, an inscrutable
piece of squeamishness on her part which Abdul Hamid to
this day finds impossible to understand. As if the Ottoman
Empire could exist without such suppression of rebellions!
For the Turk without atrocities is as the leopard without his
spots, and a sudden qualm of conscience as to the existence
of spots cannot be understood by the leopard with whom we
had been in alliance, spots and all, for more than the lifetime
of a generation. France, prostrate aftetr the German con-
quest, was useless. Abdul Hamid had to depend on himself
alone, as his ancestors had done before him—on himself, on
the swords of the faithful, and on Allah, the all-powerful, who
at the eleventh hour might make bare his arm and over-
whelm the hosts of the infidel.

THE DEFENSE OF CONSTANTINOPLE.

So argued the forlorn Sultan, and without more ado he set
himself to beat back the tide of Russian war. The terrible
year that followed added its deep impress to those of the
tragedies which had preceded it. The heroic defense of
Plevna by Osman Pasha was a solitary gleam of light amidst
the ever-deepening gloom of military defeat. Alike in Eu-
rope and in Asia, the crusading Russians pressed slowly but
steadily onward. Kars fell in Armenia. Plevna at last sur-
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rendered in Europe, and then the Russian army, like a long
dammed-up flood, surged irresistibly over the Balkans, and
rushed foaming up to the very gates of Stamboul. Then it
was that the Sultan showed that he possessed some of the
old military instincts and the fighting spirit of his race. Panic
reigned at the Porte, and the pashas, appalled by the sudden
collapse of their armies, were counseling a hasty retreat to
Broussa, on the other side of the Sea of Marmora. Abdul
Hamid, calm and undismayed, concentrated all his energies
upon the preparations for the defense of Constantinople.
Mouktar Pasha was placed in command of the lines, behind
which the wreck of the Ottoman armies was mustered for a
last stand.

HBP VETOES THE FLIGHT TO BROUSSA.

While still absorbed in the preparations for the defense of
his capital against the Russians, Abdul Hamid was suddenly
startled by an intimation that the British fleet, which all the
autumn had lain sullenly vigilant in Besika bay, was about
to force the passage of the Dardenelles. Orders were given
to the forts to resist the naval invasion, and the gunners in
the forts that command the Straits made ready to try con-
clusions with Admiral Hornby’s ironclads. At the last mo-
ment, however, the ships were allowed to pass.

Lord Beaconsfield undoubtedly intended the advance of
the fleet to be a demonstation against the Russians. But it
so happened that it created more consternation among the
Turks, who seemed to feel themselves suddenly assailed in
front and rear by a fresh enemy. It was just about the time
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when the British fleet had forced the Dardenelles and an-
chored at Prince’s Islands, within a day’s steaming of Stam-
boul, that a council was held in the capital to consider the
Grand Vizier’s proposal for an immediate retreat to Asia.
The assembly of ministers and pashas was numerous and in-
fluential. The prevailing opinion was that as the capital lay
now between the Russians at San Stefano and the British
flcet at Prince’s Islands, nothing remained but flight into
Asia. Then it was found that the Sultan showed himself a
true descendant of Othman. Confronted by the craven
crew of his own council, urging instant flight, Abdul Hamid
calmly, but resolutely, refused to abandon the capital. Come
what might, he would remain in Constantinople, and share
the fate of the city that for four hundred years had been the
throne of his dynasty. The word of the Sultan prevailed.
The flight to Broussa was countermanded, and Abdul Ha-
mid, amid his craven councillors, kept the Crescent above
the Cross on the great cathedral of St. Sophia.

AND BAVES THE TURKISH FLERT.

Nor was this the only trial of his nerve. When the nego-
tiations were going on between General Ignatieff and the
Turkish plenipotentiaries at San Stefano, the Russians de-
manded as one of the prizes of war the whole Turkish fleet.
Achmet, Vefyk and Safvet Pashas, the strongest members
of the ministry, urged compliance with the Russian de-
mands. Turkey, they held, was powerless to resist. To re-
fuse the Russian terms would be to renew the war. If the
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war was renewed the Cossacks would canter almost unop-
posed to the palace of the Sultan, and the Ottoman Empire
would not survive the capture of its capital. But here again
the indomitable spirit of Abdul Hamid burst out. ‘“Never,”
he exclaimed—“never,” and with his own hand he wrote a
letter to the Grand Duke Nicholas, declaring it was impos-
sible to give up the fleet. He added, with an emphasis un-
usual to him, that he would prefer to see the vessels blown
up with himself on board rather than that they should fall
into the hands of Russia. This might be bluff, but it was
bluff of the supreme sort, the bluff of a monarch on the edge
of the abyss, and above all it was bluff that succeeded. The.
Russians waved their demand: the Turkish fleet, like the
Turkish capital, was saved by the Sultan, and the Sultan
alone.

1t is enough to recall these two severe crises to understand
how it is that the Sultan feels that it is he and no other, he,
the Commander of the Faithful, to whom Allah has intrusted
the responsibility of government. And so it has come to pass
that ever since that time Abdul Hamid has insisted upon
governing himself alone. In small things, as in great, in
the appointment of a policeman in Erzeroum, or in the regu-
lation of a theatre in Stamboul, equally as in the great affairs
of State, the Sultan is supreme. He alone must order every-
thing, sanction everything, superintend everything. As in
the eyes of Allah there is nothing great or nothing small, but
all things are of equal importance, so it is with the chosen of
Allah who reigns and rules at Stamboul.
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III. WHAT HE HAS DONE OF GOOD.

What has Abdul Hamid done for the empire over which
he reigns? First and foremost, he has kept it in existence
for twenty years. He has survived war, insurrection, trea-
son, attempted assassination, bankruptcy. And that in it-
self is no mean achievement. There seemed but a forlorn
hope that he would succeed. But he has succeeded—so far
at least as a man may be said to succeed who succeeds in
evading the continual menace of annihilation.

HIS FOREIGN POLICY.

Secondly, he has, on the whole, been more reasonable and
practical in his dealings with the Powers than he might have
been. He was slow to give up Dulcigno to Montenegro and
Epirus to Greece. His resolution needed to be quickened
by a naval demonstration in the Adriatic and a threatened
descent on the custom-houses of Smyrna; but in the end he
gave way. In his dealings with Bulgaria he was more reas-
onable than anyone anticipated. When Eastern Roumelia
tore up the Berlin Treaty and adjoined herself to the princi-
pality of Bulgaria, the Sultan would have been within his
treaty rights, and he would probably have had, to say the
least, no opposition from Russia, if he had invaded the re-
bellious province and re-established his authority at Philip-
popolis. But he refrained from interfering, and as the net
result of twenty years’ diplomacy he is probably on better
terms with the Bulgarians than are the Russians, to whom
they owe their emancipation. Thirdly, he has not done any-
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thing like the mischief he might have done in Egypt. He
might have complicated things terribly if he had accepted our
proposal for a joint occupation. He refused, and although
he may have been regretting it ever since, he has in reality
contributed mightily to establish English authority in Cairo.
Rumor says that he encouraged Arabi to revolt. If so, we
owe him only one more good turn. For if Arabi had not
revolted, the British redcoat would never have been estab-
lished in the barracks at Cairo. Fourthly, he has had to face
a very dangerous revolt in Arabia. He quelled it by a policy
of concession, which warded off a serious peril to the empire
and gave to the Arabs securities against oppression.

RESTORATION OF FINANCES AND ARMY REFORM.

Fifthly, he established an International Commission for the
payment of the interest on the debt. This required consid-
erable nerve. He had seen in Egypt what international
commissions came to. He naturally shrank from establish-
ing an imperium in imperio at his own door. But when con-"
vinced that it was necessary, he bowed to the will of Allah,
and was rewarded for his self-sacrifice by the re-establish-
ment of the credit of the empire in the stock exchanges of
Europe. When he came to the throne, Turkey was bank-
rupt. Her last loan had been floated at 12 per cent. Today
the treasury, although not overflowing, is able to meet its ob-
ligations, and with such punctuality and dispatch as to enable
a Turkish loan to be floated at 5 per cent. Sixthly, he has
done a great deal for the improvement of the discipline and
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the equipment of the army. He placed it under German di-
rection, and, according to Captain Norman, who recently
wrote on the subject in the United Service Magazine, he has
done a great deal toward making it a valuable fighting force.
Iie has replenished the batteries of artillery, provided his
troops with magazine rifles, and can now, it is said, put
500,000 men into the field.

EDUCATION AND ART.

Seventhly, Abdul Hamid has shown a praiseworthy appre-
ciation of the importance of education. When the Russians
were in full march upon Adrianople, he was busily engaged
in founding the Mulkieh school, a preparatory college for
the civil service. After the war was over he founded a school
of law at the capital. Many other special schools have been
founded by him, and more than 2000 elementary schools, at-
tended by 100,000 scholars, have been opened since he as-
cended the throne. Eighthly, Abdul Hamid deserves credit
for his interest in the education of women. He has taken a
notable step in advance by establishing various girls’ schools
in Constantinople and other towns. Ninthly, Abdul Hamid
has taken a new departure in bestowing some attention on
art. There is more treasure-trove within his empire than
exists elsewhere on the world’s surface. But hitherto sultans
have concerned themselves as much with the priceless re-
mains of Greek art as an Ashantee concerns himself about
the higher mathematics. Abdul Hamid has broken with
this barbarous tradition. Mr. Shaw Lefevre, who visited
Turkey in 1890, says:
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For the first time the interesting contents of his treasury
have been arranged, and, under special permits, are open to
inspection. He has also established a museum of antiqui-
ties, under the care of Hamdi Bey, a very competent anti-
quarian, a Moslem by religion, but the son of a Greek who
was stolen as a boy from Scio. There has been a recent find
of three splendid sarcophagi at Sidon, one of which is be-
lieved to have contained the remains either of Alexander or
oue of his generals; it has bas-reliefs of the very best period
of Grecian art—equal in merit, in the opinion of many, to the
Elgin marbles, and far more perfect in preservation. This
alone makes the fortunes of the museum, and must attract
every sculptor in Europe. He has formed a school of art.

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM.

Tenthly, he has busied himself very much about the reor-
ganization of the judicial administration. As to the value
of this I am skeptical. But it is probable that the Sultan
means to do the best he can. He has certainly taken no end
of trouble about it. According to Hakki Bey, the reign of
the Sultan has witnessed the most effective improvements in
this respect. The reorganization of provincial tribunals,
the nomination of procurators and advocates-general, the
establishment of a regular system of advancement for judges,
and a firm guarantee insuring their trustworthiness and im-
partiality, the institution of criminal and civil procedures,
are samples of this reforming policy applied to the adminis-
tration of justice, besides the creation of a law school des-
tined to furnish the department of justice with able and well-
instructed functionaries. The reorganization of the police
took place during this reign, which has witnessed so many
acts for the welfare of the Ottoman people. The ancient con-
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fusion between the duties of the police, gendarmerie and de-
partment of penal jurisdiction ceased, and the gendarmerie as
an armed force being attached to the War Department, the
ministry of police remained with its essential attributes with
regard to public safety.

Eleventhly, he has paid some attention to the construction
of railways, the making of roads, and the supply of the neces-
sary appliances of civilization to the cities of his empire. It
is true that all these are but mere fragmentary trifles. Still,
such as they are, they must be taken into account.

SISYPHUS ON THE BOSPHORUS.

Abdul Hamid has at least maintained his empire in peace.
He might so easily have involved it in war. He has remained
proof against all temptations of a warlike nature. He was
not responsible for the Russian war. He inherited it, and he
did the best he could. Since then he has succeeded in avoid-
ing all armed collision with his neighbors, and has devoted
his whole energies to what he regards as the true welfare of
his people. Arminius Vambery, who recently paid a visit to
the Sultan, bears emphatic testimony to the zeal with which
he labors in the public service. He says:

The Sultan has got hardly the time to undertake a walk in
his garden; how could he allow to himself the luxury of a lon-
ger holiday? To Sultan Abdul Hamid the throne is notatall a
resting-place, and, having the honor to be his guest a few
weeks ago, I can state from what I see that there has never
been an Asiatic prince who devoted all his energies to the
welfare of his country like the present ruler of Turkey.
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IV. WHAT HE HAS DONE OI' ILL.

If these be the good deeds of Abdul Hamid, what are his
evil deeds? From the point of view of the House of Othman
his evil deeds are two, neither of which count for much with
his most acrimonious critics, and both of which can be ex-
plained and excused as the natural result of the circum-
stances under which he came to the throne.

HI8 NEGLECT OF THE FLEET.

First and foremost, and worst of all, he has neglected the
fleet. He imperiled his empire in order to prevent it passing
into the hands of the Russians. He has allowed it to perish
of red rust and decay. The ironclads are still anchored in
the Bosphorus, but they can neither fight nor steam. When
the Kiel canal was opened and the warships of all nations
were assembled in honor of the new international highway,
the Sultan found that in all his navy there was only one iron-
clad whose boilers could be trusted to hold out for so long a
voyage as that from Constantinople to Kiel and back. As
the result of this neglect of the navy, his capital is today at the
mercy of the Czar. The Russian Black Sea fleet could any
night force the entrance to the Bosphorus, and place Con-
stantinople under the fire of their guns. Constantinople is
now to all intents and purposes the fief of Russia. The Sul-
tan, as the Russians say, is the Czar’s keeper of the back door
of the Russian Empire. The Sultan has to pay Russia for
seventy years to come a tribute of £350,000 per annum.
Whenever he fails to pay up, Russia can levy execution.
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Even Greece is able nowadays to hold her own against the
once puissant Ottoman. Turkey, once one of the greatest
of sea powers, has now ceased to be a power at all, even in
her own waters. To allow the fleet to moulder down in rusty
ruin, that is the worst offense to be alleged against the Sultan
from the point of view of an Ottoman.

PARALYSIS FROM OVERCENTRALIZATION.

The second great fault of Abdul Hamid has been the
paralysis of his administration due to the congested centrali-
zation of his empire. As he persists in doing everything
himself, things don’t get done. There is a vast accumulation
of arrears of work always before him. It used to be said of
our Lords of the Admiralty that they were kept so busy sign-
ing papers all day they had no time left in which to think of
the fleet at all. So it is with the Sultan. Mr. Shaw Lefevre
says:

There is no detail of administration of his government so
small or trivial that it does not come before him personally
for his approval and signature. The British Ambassador,
as an illustration of this, told me that he could not get his
steam launch repaired in the Turkish dock-yard, at his own
expense, without the matter going before the Sultan for his
approval. Another ex-ambassador said that in an interview
at the palace the Sultan complained of overwork, and
pointed to a great heap of papers on his table on which his
decision was required. The ambassador, glancing his eye
at the papers, observed that the first of them consisted of
proposed regulations for a cafe chantant in Pera.

The result is paralysis, nothing is attended to in the right
time, and everything gets out of joint.
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CIVILIZATION TOO COMPLEX FOR THB SULTAN.

It is easy to see how this has arisen; it is even easier to see
how it must work out. The Sultan, believing only in him-
self, will do everything himself. He and no other is the
chosen of God. He therefore, and no other, must decide
everything; sign everything. He is the delegate of Omnipo-
tence, without permission to redelegate his supreme power.
This was possible when sultans had little or nothing to do in
the government of the provinces which they conquered. In
the primitive barbarism of the Ottoman there was little
trouble taken about the civic govem.mcnt. The cadi sat
under the palm tree administering justice; the Sultan lived
in his tent in the midst of his soldiers, leading them on to
battle. Bajazet knew nothing of the endless minutiae of ad-
ministrative details which harass Abdul Hamid. Amurath
did not concern himself with regulating cafe chantants. A
multiplex civilization, with innumerable wants, has invaded
the primitive Ottoman State, and the Sultan who tries to
deal with it single-handed is about as helpless as the baggage
master of Julius Caesar would have been if he had been sud-
denly called upon to handle with his old ox-carts the goods
traffic of the London and Northwestern Railway.

HIS INTERVIEW WITH MR. HEWITT.

The Sultan would be omnipotent, but he is not omniscient;
and it is impossible, imprisoned in the Yildiz Kiosk, to know
what is going own in his distant provinces. Mr. Hewitt,
one time mayor of New York, told me of an interesting con-
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versation which he once had with Abdul Hamid at Con-
stantinople. Mr. Hewitt, who is a shrewd and observant
American, had been much irﬁpressed during his travels in
Asia Minor by seeing a peasant cut down a fine date tree
that grew at his door, because he was unable to pay the taxes.
He was driven permanently to impoverish himself in order
to escape a levy which he had not means to meet. When he
returned to Constantinople he told the Sultan what he had
seen, and laid great stress upon the folly of killing the goose
which laid the golden eggs. Abdul Hamid was most sym-
pathetic, thanked hinf cordinally, and dismissed the official
responsible for collecting the taxes in that particular district.
But he lamented the impossibility of keeping an eye on all
parts of his empire, and he begged Mr. Hewitt, with an effu-
siveness that rather touched the New Yorker, to write to
him whenever he saw anything or heard of anything which
he, the Sultan ought to know.

I rallied Mr. Hewitt for not embracing this opportunity
of becoming the eyes and ears of the Sultan, for he had not
availed himself of the advantage. Mr. Hewitt was, however,
much impressed with the sincerity of the Sultan’s anxiety to

do right, and the bitter sense of impotence under which he
labored.

THE POVERTY OF THE PEASANTS.

The financial condition of the empire is much improved
from the point of view of the stock exchange. But there is
reason to fear that the improvement in Ottoman credit has
been achieved by levying taxes with a severity which has
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dried up the sources of the prosperity of the peasants. Mr.
Caillard, the English member of the International Commis-
sion of the Public Debt, reported as long ago as 1889 that
the condition of things in the provinces was growing des-

perate.

The peasant in the interior has reduced his wants to their
simplest expression, and signs are to hand which show him
to be less and less able to purchase the few necessaries he re-
quires. For instance, a few years ago in any decent peasant
household copper cooking utensils were to be seen. Now
they are scarcely to be found, and they have been sold to
meet the pressing needs of the moment. Their place has
been taken by clay utensils, and, in the case of the more
affluent, by iron. The peasant’s chief expenses lie in his
women-folk, who require print stuffs for their dresses and
linen for their underclothing; but of these he gets as little as
possible, since, as often as not, he cannot pay for them. This
smallness of margin is one of the reasons why the amount of
importations increases so slowly. The peasant hardly ever
pays for his purchases in cash; what little he has goes in
taxes. He effects his purchases by barter. Another signi-
ficant sign is the increase of brigandage which has taken
place. New bands of brigands are continually springing up;
reports from the interior are ever bringing to our knowledge
some fresh acts of violent robbery. This simply means that
men desperately poor, and refusing to starve, take to brig-
andage as a means of living.

THE WEALTH OF THE SULTAN.

At the same time the peasants are growing poor, the Sul-
tan is growing rich. He has by one means and another ac-
quired immense estates. According to an American anti-
quarian who has spent some years in Bagdad and Syria:

More than half of the landed property of the province of
Bagdad has passed into the hand of the Sultan, and he has
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possessed himself of the whole of the valley of the Jordan.
One effect of this was that the province no longer paid its way
in the sense of returning a surplus income to the treasury,
as the Sultan’s land and those cultivating it were not sub-
ject to taxation.

V. THE SULTAN AT HOME.

No one knows really how the Sultan lives. A recent visi-
tor at Yildiz received three different accounts of how he
spends his day from three different pashas, each of whom
ought to have been in a position to know the truth. What is
known is that Abdul Hamid lives very simply in the compar-
ative retirement of the Yildiz Kiosk. Frances Elliott, in her
“Diary of an Idle Woman in Constantinople,” gives an ac-
count of his daily life, which is probably as authentic as any
that can be discovered in the press of Europe:

YILDIZ KIOSK.

Abdul Hamid is a nervous man. Even since the tragic
death of his uncle he has obstinately refused to move from
the small kiosk or palazzetto called Yildiz, about three miles
trom the city, on the European range of hills bordering the
Bosphorus. The way to Yildiz lies through the draggle-
tailed streets of Pera, into comparative country. After go-
ing up and down hill at a breakneck gallop, the outline of a
palace kiosk, modern and small, reveals itself rising out of a
cincture of dark groves. This is Yildiz Kiosk, where lives
the Commander of the Faithful. It is not a palace at all, but
originally was a summer villa. The park, which is well
wooded, is spacious, with grassy slopes, diversified with
other kiosks, also shaded with groves, descending to a quay
on the Bosphorus. It has most charming views over land
and sea, Europe and Asia. Near at hand is the broad chan-
nel of the deep blue Bosphorus, with its frieze of white pal-
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aces, steamers, caiques and vessels, with sails set, gliding by
every instant.

HIS DAILY LIFE.

No Sultan has mounted the throne of Mohammed II more
blameless in private life or endowed with more sentiments of
general humanity. The hideous custom of the murder of
infant nephews has ceased under his reign. He is modest
in the requirements of his harem. Like the Pope, the Sul-
tan eats alone, seated near a window overlooking the Bos-
phorus, except on special occasions when he receives with
the most finished courtesy royal visitors, ambassadors and
their wives, every European luxury being understood and
served upon the board. Habitually he drinks only water,
brought to the palace in casks under special precautions.
His food is extremely plain, consisting chiefly of vegetables,
served in silver saucepans, presented to him at table sealed.
No one works harder than Hamid. He takes but few hours
of sleep, and sometimes passes the entire night, pen in hand,
signing every document himself, from the appointment of a
governor to the lowest officer at the palace.

FROM DAWN TO SUNSET.

Like most Orientals, he is an early riser. After the
prayers and ablutions enjoined by his religion—and he is
eminently a pious Turk—he drinks a cup of coffee, and then
begins smoking cigarettes, which (as was the case with
Louis Napoleon) he continues all day. At 10 A. M. he re-
ceives the reports of his ministers, works alone or with his
secretaries till 1, when he eats; then he drives in the grounds
or floats in a gilded caique on a lake for a couple of hours,
never leaving the park of Yildiz except to go to the mosque,
after which he returns to preside at the Council of State, or
to receive ambassadors or ministers. His dinner is at sunset,
when the national pillaf of rice and sweets are served with
sherbet and ices. After this he betakes himself to the Se-
laulek to receive pashas and generals of high rank, such as
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Osman Ghazi, or oftener he disappears into the harem to
pass the evening hours with wives, mother and children.
Music is his delight, and in private he himself takes his place
at the piano.

Turk and Ottoman to the backbone, he is convinced that
his soldiers are the best in the world, the most enduring and
amenable to discipline. In speech he is a purist, speaking
well in a slow monotonous voice, but sometimes the flood of
expression is let loose, and he is said to burst into something
like eloquence. The mollahs and dervishes find in him a
ready listener and a liberal protector; indeed, he is liberal,
and takes pleasure in rewarding those who serve him well.
His gifts to European ladies are especially magnificent in
gems and pearls, of which he has drawersful in the old se-
raglio.

AT THE SELAULEK.

It is only on Friday, when the Sultan goes to the mosque,
that he ever leaves the shelter of the park. All the troops
are turned out, the ministers are in attendance, an immense
crowd gathers to catch a glimpse of the Shadow of God. A
newspaper correspondent thus describes the scene when the
Sultan appears:

The silence suddenly becomes absolute as the Sultan
leaves the apartments, and then, as he appears, it is simply
broken by the equivalent to a Turkish “hurrah” from the
Marine Guard, given from hundreds of throats as with one
voice, in three or four ringing syllables. At a gentle trot
the open barouche slips past. On the right sits a small
bowed figure, with eyes cast down and hands clasped on his
knees. The beard is a dusky gray and the skin sallow and
earthy. The Sultan looks ten years more than his age, one
might say ten years older almost than he did in 1892. On
his left is Ghazi Osman Pasha, who is growing old by the
side of his great master. Under the windows, filled with
foreign spectators, amidst a curious hush, under the fire of
every eye, passes the carriage with its terrible freight, the
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inscrutable will on which depend the lives of millions. As
Abdul Hamid Khan II is assisted up the steps of the mosque,
the shrill cry of the muezzin cleaves the blue stillness as he
stands out a mere speck on the minaret rail against the sky.

Then the doors close and the act is over. The curtain
figuratively falls, and tongues are loosed. An American
remarks that the Sultan looks so like the late Mr. Jay Gould
that if the latter could have been placed by the side of Ghazi
Osman, as he then was, and were so to drive back, not one in
the crowd would detect the difference.

In half an hour he comes out again, enters a victoria, takes
the reins of the two gray horses, and drives away at a walking
pace. '

THE SULTAN AS HE LOOKS.

Miss Elliott, when she saw him, remarked:

The Sultan is the most wretched, pinched-up little sover-
eign I ever saw. A most unhappy-looking man, of dark
complexion, with a look of absolute terror in his large East-
ern eyes. People say he is nervous, and no wonder, consid-
ering the fate of his predecessor. Yet this is to be regretted,
for if he could surmount these fears, his would be an agree-
able and refined countenance, eminently Asiatic in type, and
with a certain charm of expression. All I can say is that his
eyes haunted me for days, as of one gazing at some unknown
horror; so emaciated and unnatural is his appearance that
were he a European we should pronounce him in a swift de-
cline. I hear that his greatest friend and favorite is his phy-
sician. And no wonder, for he must need his constant care,
considering the life he leads. How all the fabled state of the
Oriental potentate palls before such a lesson in royal misery!
The poorest beggar in his dominions is happier than he!

HIS DREAD OF ASSASSINATION.

It is not surprising that Abdul Hamid should fear assassi-
nation. Abdul Aziz was so afraid of being poisoned that he
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lived chiefly on hard-boiled eggs. Abdul Hamid never stirs
outside his park. He refused to accompany the German
Emperor to Sophia.

Some grand duchess whom he received at his court, on his
complaining that his health was indifferent, advised him to
take more exercise and change of air, and to drive about the
country. On her departure, he is reported to have said:
. “What harm have I done that this woman should desire my
death? Why does she advise me to run into such dangers?”

ESPIONAGE UNIVERSAL.

He lives, like Domitian, in constant suspicion of all around
him; and all who surround him are believed to live in immi-
nent peril of their lives, should their imperial master suspect
they meditate designs against his life. He changes his body-
guard every week, and never allows his ministers to go out
of his palace without a written permission. Everywhere he
has his spies—in the Ministry, in the harem, in the street.
Brother can hardly speak to brother without one suspecting
the other to be a spy. The Sultan lives in the midst of this
atmosphere of suspicion. It is to him the breath of life. If
the butler could but trust the cook, the Sultan’s life might be
taken in the night. He distrusts everyone. He once put
Osman Pasha—Osman the Victorious, Osman the hero of
Plevna—under arrest for three days, owing to a false report
that he had saluted Reschad, heir apparent to the throne.
No one is to be anybody but Abdul Hamid.

The press is gagged. Ministers are reduced to the posi-
tion of mere puppets. If anyone distinguishes himself in
any way, his very distinction is his doom. He is banished,
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lest the discontented should rally round him. No one must
be conspicuous. Everyone must be reduced to the univer-
sal dead-level of abject mediocrity.

THE TELEGRAM TO LORD SALISBURY.

But while he thus silences criticism within his dominions,
he is tremblingly alive to the comments of the press outside
Turkey. He is as sensitive as Lord Rosebery was to the
printed criticism of anonymous and insignificant journalists.
Instead of letting the scribblers of Little Pedlington rave to
the desert air, he has their leaders carefully translated for his
special benefit. The world was astonished, and not a little
amused, by the Sultan’s pathetic appeal to Lord Salisbury.
The Sultan said he had been very much pained by Lord Sal-
isbury’s incredulity, and that he was resolved to execute
what he had undertaken. “I have already told my ministers
so. The only reason why Lord Salisbury should thus throw
doubt upon my good intentions must be the intrigues of cer-
tain persons here, or else false statements have been made to
cause such opinion.” After some intermediate observations
which Lord Salisbury did not quote (at the Brighton
meeting), where he read this historic document, the
message went on: “I repeat, I will execute the re-
forms. I will take the paper containing them, place it be-
fore me, and see myself that every article is put in force.
This is my earnest determination, and I give him my word of
honor. I wish Lord Salisbury to know this, and I beg and
desire that his lordship, having confidence in these declara-
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tions, will make another speech by virtue of the friendly feel-
ing and disposition he has for me and for my country. I
shall await the result of this message with the greatest anx-
iety.” So ran the famous message from Abdul Hamid to
Lord Salisbury—a significant indication of the decadence of
the Sultanate. Imagine the descendant of the fierce war-
rior who swore he would feed his horse with oats on the altar
of St. Peter’s in Rome, telegraphing to the Prime Minister
of the infidels, begging him to “make another speech by
virtue of the friendly feeling and disposition he has for me
and for my country!”

THE STORY OF A “P. M. G.” TELEGRAM.

Mr. Cust, the brilliant and successful editor of the Pall
Mall Gazette, who visited the Sultan this year, told me a
curious story of his own experience, which better than any-
thing else illustrates the present position of affairs at Yildiz.
Mr. Cust saw a good deal of the Sultan, and at one of his in-
terviews Abdul Hamid informed him that it was his intention
to carry out some reforms which the Powers had not even
asked for. He was going to do this, he said, as a proof of his

good will and his anxious desire to meet the wishes of the -

Fowers. Mr. Cust, thinking that it might please the Sultan,
decided to send a telegram to the Pall Mall Gazette embody-
ing the substance of the Sultan’s message. He drafted the
telegram and sent it in to the telegraph office.

Next morning a mounted messenger galloped in with a
message from the Sultan summoning Mr. Cust at once to
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Yildiz. When he arrived there he found the Sultan in deep
cogitation over the telegram, which had not been dispatched
pending the imperial pleasure. Would Mr. Cust consent to
some alteration in the telegram? “That depends,” said Mr.
Cust, “upon what the alteration is.”

So the Sultan and his ministers set to work to redraft the
telegram. After a time it was brought out. Would Mr.
Cust object to this form? He glanced at it. The amended
imperially edited message began somewhat like this: “An-
other proof of the beneficent goodness of His Imperial Maj-
esty is,” etc. “Nonsense!” said Mr. Cust; “it would only
make the Sultan ridiculous to publish such a telegram in
London.” So the message went back to the Sultan. The
poor man tried again; then came another draft. It was
equally impossible. A third time his advisers labored over
the redrafting of this telegram. A third time their efforts
were abortive. At it they went again, until at last, after
seven mortal hours of incessant lucubration, the message
‘came out in a form which, although perfectly inane, was not
positively ludicrous. All the compliments were dropped,
and the announcement which was made of his good inten-
tions in the original telegram was toned down to nothing.
Mr. Cust, who had only written the telegram at first thinking
it would please the Sultan, consented to dispatch the finally
revised version, which represented the net result of seven
hours’ deliberation. So he took it to the telegraph office and
thought no more about it.

Next morning, however, came another messenger from
the Sultan. Again he had to go to Yildiz, this time to learn
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that the Sultan had delayed the dispatch of the telegram in
order that he might sleep upon it. He had slept upon it, and
the result of his meditations was that he thought on the
whole the telegram had better not be sent! Into the waste
paper basket therefore it went, and there was an end of it.

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM.

But what a picture we have here of the irresolute fumbler
who occupies the throne of Mohammed! For these seven
long hours the whole administrative machine of the Otto-
man Empire was at a standstill, while Abdul Hamid and his
Grand Vizier, with the aid of Osman the Victorious, and 1
know not how many pashas besides, concentrated their
brains upon the momentous task of redrafting a trumpery
telegram which was to be dispatched to the Pall Mall Ga-
zette as a mere matter of courtesy to the Sultan! This is
surely the ultimate of irrational centralization and imbecile
vacillation.

“THE DEVIL'S CHARIOT.”

The Sultan has not the gift of administrative perspective.
He bothers himself about the veriest trifles, prohibiting bi-
cycling in and near Constantinople as immoral and “danger-
ous to the State,” and an officer of an Italian corvette was
taken into custody for having been found riding a bicycle,
or a “devil’s chariot,” as the Turks name it. No dictionary
is allowed to circulate containing such words as evolution,
equality, liberty, insurrection, as such words are likely to
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“excite the minds” of people. Again, theatrical pieces, such
as “Hamlet,” “Macbeth,” Victor Hugo’s “Le Roi s’Amuse”
(“Rigoletto”) cannot be acted on any stage. “Othello” is
allowed, but in a mutilated form.

Even the Bible must be expurgated to please his censors.
The passages which are particularly objected to are those
relating to the restoration of the Jews to Palestine, and to
the Kingdom of Christ. The phrases “Kingdom of Heav-
en,” “of God,” or “of Christ” must be omitted. The words
“Jew” and “Hebrew” must be left out. The words “Ac-
cording to the law of the Jews” cannot be admitted, because
the Jews have no laws separate from that of other rayahs in
the Ottoman Empire. The reference to the “Queen of the
South,” contained in Matthews xii, 42, is for some reason
ordered to be left out altogether. And all the time when
these momentous trivialities are being discussed, whole
provinces are being desolated, and the great empire is
settling down to ruin.

VI. WHAT IS TO BE DONE.

The atrocities which have recently startled the world in
Armenia are nothing new. I doubt whether they should be
regarded as a count in the indictment against Abdul Hamid.
He is simply doing as Turks always do, and always will do
as long as the Ottoman Empire exists. It would be as ab-
surd to complain of a dog for biting or of a cat for mewing as
to arraign the Grand Turk for resorting to that which has
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been for centuries the recognized method of maintaining the
State.

“LET DOGS DELIGHT, ETC., FOR 'TI8 THEIR NATURE TO.”

No one knows this better than the Rev. Canon MacColl,
who in his latest article expressly admits and asserts it in the
following passages, which is as true as it is vivid and power-
ful. After referring to the saturnalia of horrors reported
from Asia, the Canon says:

There is, however, nothing new in this exhibition of Turk-
ish policy. These massacres of Christians are periodical in
Turkey; and they are never the result of local fanaticism;
they are invariably organized and ordered by the Sultan and
his ministers, for the purpose of keeping down the Christian
population. Abject cowardice has made this Sultan more
recklessly ferocious than his predecessors; that is all. The
policy is the same, having at one time Greece for its theatre;
then Syria; then Bulgaria and the Herzegovina; then Ar-
menia. It is a deliberate system of pollarding the various
Christian communities as each threatens to overtop its
Mussulman neighbors in population and prosperity.

THE SULTAN'S SHARE IN THE ATROCITIES.

I am not wishing to defend the atrocities. They are damn-
able enough in all conscience. Nor do I for a moment wish
to imply that Abdul Hamid is not responsible for them. He
is as responsible for them as a tiger is for its stripes and its
carnivorous appetite. These things are of the essence of
Turkish rule. Mr. MacColl believes that the Sultan is di-
rectly responsible for the massacres. He says:

In my pamphlet on “England’s Responsibility Toward
Armenia,” and in an article in this month’s Contemporary
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Review, I have proved, by an overwhelming mass of official-
evidence, that Abdul Hamid has been engaged for four years
in carefully maturing his plans for the perpetration of the
horrors which have lately roused the indignation of the civi-
lized world. He it is who is responsible, not the Kurds and
Turks, who have only been the instruments of his cruelty.

Possibly in the inner arcanum of his own conscience I
doubt whether Abdul Hamid would even desire to repel this
accusation. Probably he feels more chagrined at the incom-
pleteness of his work than grieved because of the blood
already shed.

THE ARMING OF THE KURDS.

There is little doubt but that in many cases the orders to
kill emanated from the Sultan. But the worst sufferings
inflicted upon the Armenians were due to the arming of the
Kurds. Mr. Richard Davey, writing before the present out-
break, said of the Hamedieh, as the Kurdish irregulars are
named after the Sultan, their enrolment was one of the
greatest mistakes ever made:

The Sultan doubtless had in his mind the success of the
Russian Emperor with his Cossack regiments, when he gave
permission for these barbarians to be supplied with uniforms
and arms. The only distinction they obtained in the war of
1877 was for their blood-curdling atrocities on the poor
wretches who fell into their hands, and their diabolical muti-
lation of the dead. Their headquarters are at Melaigerd, on
the Eastern Euphrates, and there are about thirty regiments
of them registered in the area of the plateau, each regiment
consisting of from 500 to 600 men. They will not, and pos-
sibly cannot, accept discipline, and their natural savageness
is rendered ten times more dreadful when they are provided
with modern arms and ammunition and taught how to use
them.
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THE ACTION OF THE TURKISH SOLDIERY.

These gentry are responsible for much. But some of the
later massacres were the work of the Turkish soldiers. The
Times correspondent in Erzeroum, writing after the Arme-
nians had been slaughtered in that city, gave a very vivid ac-
count of the matter-of-fact way in which the massacre had
been ordered and executed. He says:

The following is a conversation I had with the Turkish
soldier who was one of the three guarding our door after the
affair: “Where were you when this thing commenced?”

Answer—"“In the barracks, playing cards. We were all
called out by a signal from the bugle and drawn up in line.
Our officer then said to us, ‘Sharpen your swords; today you
are to kill Armenians wherever you find them for six hours;
after that you are to stop, and the blood of any Armenian you
kill after this is my blood; the Armenians have broken into
the Serai” At the given signal, which was just after noon,”
he said, “the troops started for the Serai. \We wondered
how the Armenians could get into the Serai. When we ar-
rived there we did not find any Armenians with arms, and I
saw only one shot fired at us by an Armenian. We were
ordered to kill every Armenian we saw, just as it was at Sa-
sun,” continued this soldier, who had been at Sasun; “if we
tried to save any Armenian friend, our commanding officer
ordered us to kill him: we were to spare no one.” Other
soldiers told pretty much the same story. The soldiers evi-
dently had no great relish for their horrible work, but once
begun they did it thoroughly and brutally.

S. S. Cox, late Minister to Turkey, in his “Diversions of a

Diplomat,” published about ten years ago, gives some inter-
esting reminiscences of the Sultan. He describes his recep-
tion and a State dinner:

- THE RECEPTION.

The Sultan receives us, standing on a rug of camel-hair
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felt, covered with embroidered flowers in different colored
silk braid of Turkish work.

As we are ushered into the presence, we make three bows:
one at the door on entering, the second half-way and the last
when we stop, a few feet from his person. We do not bow
as low as the Turkish Ministers, but we do our best. The
Sultan is standing at the far end of the room, in front of a
table.

The Sultan is middle-sized and of the Turkish type. He
wears a full black beard, is of dark complexion and has very
expressive eyes. His forchead is large, indicative of intel-
lectual power. He is very gracious in his manner, though
at times seemingly a little embarrassed. He wears the fol-
lowing decorations: The Grand Cordon of the Osmanli,
which is a green scarf worn across the breast; the first class
of the Medjidie, in diamonds; the Nichan Imtiaz, an order
instituted by his grandfather, Sultan Mahmoud, and the
Nichan Iftihar. The insignia and medals are inlaid with
precious stones. The green sash or scarf is of a rich color
and texture. No person was ever decorated in more gor-
geous array, and yet in his bearing and demeanor he is unos-
tentatious. Notwithstanding the prejudice of the Ottoman
against images, his photograph has been permitted.

There is an etiquette which Turkish officials observe in the
Sultan’s presence. It has been much modified by time, and
since the Crimean war greatly modified, like other old habits
here, especially as they affect strangers. On approaching
the Sultan, the officials, when about ten yards distant, make
a salaam. This consists in bending the body till the right
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hand touches the ground. The hand is then brought to the
heart, the mouth, and then to the forehead. What does this
mean? Its idea is, that you take the earth from the ground
as a symbol of lowliness. Then you carry the hand to your
heart and head. The lips approve your regard. After the
first salaam, you advance five or six yards and repeat. If
you are an official, again and again you repeat until you are
a yard and one-half from the Sultan. Then a third salaam
is made. Then the person stops. He crosses his hands on
the lower part of his stomach. This is said to be a relic of
Persian usage. It has a meaning. It is intended to show
that the servant has no concealed weapon in his hand. These
officials never address the Sultan. Every time he looks to-
wards them they repeat the salaam. After much genuflexion
they are asked what their business is. They tell their story,
and bow lowly and bow out.

A STATE DINNER.

When we arrive at the gate of Yildiz, the Kavass dis-
mounts. He is no longer wanted, and he retires to the lega-
tion. The soldiers on guard escort us up the drive, and the
ccachman, conscious of the presence of royalty, lashes his
horses into a gallop.

“Are we late?” I ask, tremulously.

“About five minutes,” responds the dragoman. We
breathe freely.

In the gloaming of the evening I only notice that the gar-
den wall is a mass of Bankshire roses and the palace a wilder-
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ness of lights. The carriage stops. We alight. We are
met at the vestibule by a grand Pasha in uniform and decora-
tions. We walk upon carpets, ascend and descend steps
into the marble entrance, and there are invited to take off
our wraps. We are ushered into a small side room. In a
few minutes the master of ceremonies leads the way to the
upper salon. He is followed by the Ministers and the rest
of the company. Each is presented in turn to the Sultan.
We are in the presence of the Sultan. If I were to give the
orinion of the female portion of the company, I should say
that he has large, fine eyes and a most gracious manner.
The latter is illustrated by his cordial shaking of the hand
with all.  On his motioning to the ladies, they are seated on
the divan. He then calls up the three princes: his son, who
is seventeen years old, and his two nephews. These youths
wear military suits, epaulettes, spurs and swords. They are
cach presented in their turn. How the company is dis-
posed, with the view to a movement towards the dining
saloon and table, it is unnecessary to state; except this, that
~ the Sultan accompanies his guests to the door of the grand
salon, with a parting salutation, and remarks that he will
continue the reception after dinner.

The table is a picture. It is wide and long, with a gor-
geous display of flowers, fruits, light and crystal shades. We
enter at the end of the room and are tendered our respective
seats. Our little ministerial family are placed among the
princes. One of the nephews, Tewfik, is about ten years of
age. He is a meek, quiet, subdued-looking child. When
the dinner begins, although they do not drink wine, there is
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much geniality. Meanwhile, the Sultan’s band plays rare
music from the adjoining room, and the dinner goes on very
much like a French or Russian dinner. I find that the
princes are anxious about geography. They inquire about
Egypt. They ask about America. We explain much of
the recondite history of Egypt, including incidental remarks
about the mummies, temples and tombs. Although they
only drink water, we drank their health, and they enjoy it.
Asking after their amusements, we do not receive much in-
formation. I imagine that the princes are more or less re-
stricted by their exalted position. The menu is tempting.
The wines are good. The service, in silver at first, and then
in gold, winds up with the finest crystal for finger-bowls.
Dainty little gold shells hold the ices. Ten servants, in gold-
trimmed uniforms and fez caps, serve the table.

The dinner is not tedious, for it is not long. The bon-
bons are passed about, the princes being always first served.
Each takes one and passes it to my wife, with a quaint cour-
tesy. After arising from the table, we march down the line
of Pashas, aides and servants, all of whom bow, after the
Oriental method. Then, passing through a corridor, we
enter a polished green and black-tiled coffee-room, which
has a dais railed off at one end. How rare and beautiful are
the Turkish carpets and divans here! How tempting for
a siesta, after dinner! How exquisite the chairs and the
malachite tables!

After being seated, the dragoman surprises my wife and
the company. He approaches her with a box.

“I have something to show you, madam,” he says.
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“Yes,” she responds. “It is lovely outside. What is in
it?”

He opens it, remarking: “Shall I put it on you?”

“What do you mean?” she inquires.

“I have the pleasure of decorating you, at the Sultan’s
wish, with the Grand Order of the Chefekat.”

Thereupon he throws the Cordon over her head, and, with
the did of the German Ambassadress, who is familiar with
the decorations, it is decorously arranged. It is a surprise
as well as an honor, coming as it does almost within one
year of our service with the American legation. It is a star
1n brown, gold and green enamel, with diamond brilliants.
It has five points, and twenty-six diamonds on each point.
Surely no woman of good training would refuse such a gift!
It is fastened upon the front of the corsage, and, with the
Cordon, it serves as an ornament to the dress. The pashas,
the aides and the officers make their felicitations on the
happy event.

After the presentation of the decoration to my wife, on
this occasion, and after other courtesies, the ladies enter the
carriage. They are driven toward but not to the harem.
They are not invited to see the domesticities. The gentle-
men follow upon foot. The beautiful lights in the gardens
and from the windows make the scene like one from the
Arabian Nights. The plashing fountains and the fragrance
of the air produce the impression of something magical and
marvelous. ‘

Then we enter a grand salon, with a parquetes floor, cov-
ered with rugs, divans, chairs and tables, where a rare
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library, a white porcelain stove and numerous secretaries
fill the side walls, from which depend red satin hangings.
Here the Sultan receives us again. A beautiful table occu-
pies the centre. Upon it are some American photographs.
It happened on that very morning that another box of Am-
erican photographs was received through the Porte, and not
through myself as Minister. His Majesty sits in an arm-
chair at the head of this table, dressed, as usual, in his dark-
blue frock coat, suit, sword and fez cap. His black whiskers
and large eyes produce a picturesque effect. He seems
mocre at ease than any of his company. He chats with each
and all, and always on appropriate subjects, and with musi-
cal, subdued tones and fluent language. Every sentence is
received by the interpreter with a profound bow, carrying
his righ* hand from near the floor to his heart and head. The
sentences are passed through our own dragoman to the min-
isterial ear with equal grace.

These courtesies ending, the violinist Wilhelmj is ushered
in. He has a large forehead and the air of a man of genius.
He makes a graceful bow at the door, and seems relieved
when he reaches the piano stool, where an accomplished
pasha awaits and afterwards accompanies him in some rare
and rich music. The national air of Germany is given, on
the rendering of which the Sultan and all of us rise. Then,
as a tribute to Germany, or to the unseen goddess of Meta-
physics, he asks each of us to smoke. The ladies, of course,
decline, but the American Minister is not in that mood. The
Sultan lights his own cigarette from a silver match-box, and,
pointing to it, says:
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“Tell my friend, Mr. Hewitt, that I keep his gift by me, as
a pleasant souvenir.”

When we retire to the library, the Sultan shows his guests
the elegant specimens of American art and scenery which he
had received in the morning. He had selected a few from
the new lot. He also shows me a letter in Turkish from his
Minister, which informs him of the arrival of the package.
He states that he has directed the Minister to telegraph the
President his grateful regard and thanks for these interest-
ing gifts. He also requests me to send a similar message.

The tea is then served in gold cups and saucers. The
music is concluded. Thanks are sent to the musician, along
with a pretty decoration. Then the Sultan rises, takes little
Tewfik, his nephew, by the hand, and leads him to the piano,
saying, apologetically;

“The boy will give us some music, although he has only
learned by the ear.”

The quiet little prince plays a spirited march. It is a
national air. Then he plays from “Norma.” After that he
leaves the piano and stands in his place meekly, till the Sul-
tan indicates for him to sit. The Sultan kindly explains that
he is a child of one of his brothers, who has died when
Tewfik was but a few months old, and that he was educating
him, as well as his other nephew, as companions to his son.

The Sultan now arises. He will detain us no longer. It
is etiquette at the palace to remain until the Sultan gives the
signal to leave. This he generally does by a glance at his
watch, saying:

“I fear you will be late,” or, “Perhaps I am detaining you.”
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He shakes hands with the ladies first, and then the gentle-
men, with their best grace, back out. The bouquets are dis-
tributed to the ladies. A little remark of mine, which was
caught as I left the room, caused the Sultan to recall the
Minister and the dragoman. I had mentioned that our
President was about to be married. He suggests to the
dragoman to ask the Minister whether the Ottoman ruler
could not in some way honor the expected bride of the
President.

As we retire, after many kindly greetings, we look in vain
for lattice and curtain to indicate the harem. Every win-
dow opens into a beautiful garden, and every garden is filled
with flowers and sparkling fountains. It is a fairy scene; but
no houri. We enter our carriages at the park gate, take our
venerable Kavass along, and, with a cavarly escort behind,
we move toward Pera, and thus this Oriental entertainment
is ended!
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CHAPTER 1V.

THE PEOPLE OF TURKEY-—THEIR HOME-LIFE AND
RELIGION.

THE BIRTH OF A TURKISH CHILD.

As soon as a Turkish child is born, it is enveloped in a tiny
chemise and Libarde, or quilted jacket of many colors, bound
with a swathe; its limbs are pulled straight down, and then
imprisoned in a number of quilted wrappers and tightly '
bandaged all over by another swathe, giving the unfortunate
mummified being the appearance of a Bologna sausage. A
red silk cap is placed on the head, ornamented with a pearl
tassel, one or two fine gold coins and a number of amulets
and charms against the evil eye.

These objects consist of a head of garlic, a piece of alum,
a copy of one or two verses of the Koran plaited in little tri-
angles and sewn in bits of blue cloth, and a number of blue
glass ornaments in the shape of hands, horseshoes, etc. The
baby, thus decked out, is next placed in a fine square-quilted
covering, one corner of which forms a hood, the other three
being crossed over its body; a red gauze veil thrown over
the whole completing its toilet. After the child’s birth, a
state couch is prepared on a bedstead used for the occasiori,
decorated with the richest silks, the heaviest gold embroid-
eries and the finest gauzes of the East. The bed is first cov-
ered with a gauze sheet, worked with gold threads; five or
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six long pillows of various colored silks, covered with richly-
embroidered pillow-cases, open at the ends, occupy the head
and one side of the couch, one or two yorgans, or quilted
coverlets, heavily laden with gold embroidery, occasionally
mixed with pearls and precious stones, and the under-sides
lined with gauze sheets, are thrown over it. On this bed of
state the happy mother is placed, at no small sacrifice of ease
and comfort. Her head is encircled with a red Fotoz, or
scarf, ornamented with a bunch of charms similar to that
placed on the head of the child, the garlic insinuating its head
through the red veil that falls on the temples. A stick, sur-
mounted by an onion, is placed in one corner of the room,
against the wall.

When these preliminary arrangements have been made,
the husband is admitted, who, after felicitating his wife on
the happy event, has his offspring put into his arms; he at
once carries it behind the door, and, after muttering a short
prayer, shouts three times into the baby’s ear the name
chosen for it. He then gives back the infant to its mother
and quits the room.

For several days (the exact time depending upon the mo-
ther’s health) water, either for drinking or ablutionary pur-
poses, is not comprised in the regime imposed upon the in-
valid, whose lips may be parched with thirst, but not a drop
of water is given to her. Sherbet, made from a kind of
candied sugar and spices, varied by a tisane extracted from
the maiden-hair fern, is the only drink administered. Turk-
ish ladies, after confinement, get little rest; the moment the
event is known, relations, friends and neighbors crowd in,
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and are at once permitted to enter the chamber and partake
of sherbet, sweets and coffee, not even abstaining from their
inveterate habit of smoking cigarettes.

On the second day, a great quantity of this sherbet is pre-
pared, and bottles of it sent to friends and acquaintances _by
Musdadjis, also an invitation to the Djemiet, or reception
held on the third day. The house on this occasion is thrown
open to visitors, invited or uninvited. Dinner is served to
the former and sherbet to the latter. Bands of music are in
attendance to receive and accompany upstairs the most dis-
tinguished guests, who arrive in groups, preceded by ser-
vants bearing baskets of sweets, prettily got up with flowers
and gilt paper and enveloped in gauze tied up with ribbons.

The guests are first conducted into an antechamber, where
they are divested of their Yashmaks and Feridjes (veils and
cloaks), previous to being introduced to the presence of the
invalid. The latter kisses the hands of all the elderly
hanoums, who say to her, “Mashallah, ermuli kadunli ol-
soun” (Wonderful! Let it be long-lived and happy!). Very
little notice is taken of the baby, and even then only dispar-
aging remarks are made about it, both by relatives and
guests, such as Murdar (dirty), Chirkin (ugly), Yaramaz
(naughty). If looked at it is immediately spat upon, and
then left to slumber in innocent unconsciousness of the un-

deserved abuse it has received.

As soon as the visitors have departed, a few cloves are
thrown into the brazier, to test whether any ill effects of
the evil eye have been left behind. Should the cloves happen
to burst in burning, the inference is drawn that the evil eye
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has exerted its influence; the consequences of which can
only be averted by some hair from the heads of the mother
and child being cut off and burnt with the view of fumigating
the unfortunate victims with the noxious vapor. Prayers
and sundry incantations, intermingled with blowings and
spittings, are made over the heads of the stricken creatures,
and only desisted from when a fit of yawning proclaims that
the ill-effects of the Nazar (evil eye) have been finally ban-
ished. The party suspected of having given the Nazar is
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