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Contents and Learning Standards 

This book contains lesson plans designed to address National Curriculum Standards and Benchmarks for 
the Federated States of Micronesia.  A copy of English Student Learning Outcomes for grades 9 to 12 is 
available at http://www.fsmed.fm/9-12_English__Student_Learning_Outcomes_Dec23%5B1%5D.pdf .   
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Why use Wikipedia, Wikinews and Commons in the classroom? 

Many of the lessons found in this book could easily be modified to not include Wikipedia, Wikinews or 
Commons.  If that is the case, why should you consider using these lesson plans? The answer is because 
in contributing to these projects, your students will help contribute to a collaborative effort to share 
knowledge with the rest of the world.  If your students chose to share their contributions on Wikimedia 
Foundation projects, they will be able to use them as part of a virtual portfolio of work that could help 
them with future employment opportunities.   By contributing to Wikipedia and related projects, 
students can make connections with people around the world that can help them accomplish their 
goals. This can include networking with academics to help with higher education goals, or connecting 
with chapter representatives who can help them gain leadership experience.  It can also include  
connecting with researchers who might provide them with a chance to travel and present  student 
conducted research about the local and international wiki community. Students might also find 
guidance from photographers, who can help them improve their art.  Wikimedia Foundation projects 
also represent an opportunity to promote local interests to an international community.  This can be 
done by uploading pictures of the Pacific Region that could help increase tourism or alert people to the 
issues the local population is dealing with.  It can also be done by publishing news stories on Wikinews, 
which let others know about situations that could impact them in areas like global warming and 
immigration policy, and the impact of the economic global downturn on smaller markets.  Pacific 
Region school led involvement as a local interest can help with international efforts to preserve local 
languages, and students can contribute to Wikipedia in local languages such as Chamorro, Kajin Ma̧jeļ 
and Fijian or to similar Wiktionary projects to help in this effort. 



LANGUAGE ARTS LESSON PLANS 
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Spoken Word Wikipedia 

Intended Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to pace their rate of speech in order to be 
understood by a wide range of listeners. Students will be able to record their own speech and share it 
in an appropriate venue.  

Assessment: Students will be assessed based on a spoken word recording of an article from Wikipedia .  
Criteria for assessment will include completeness of the recording (did they read the whole article?), 
clarity of speech (can  people clearly understand what the speaker is saying?) and pacing (was the 
article read to fast or slow?). 

Preparation: Before doing this lesson read 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Spoken_Wikipedia and 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Spoken_Wikipedia/Recording_guidelines  .  
Identify computers that students can use to make recordings.  Determine what articles you want 
students to record: Do you want students to select their own?  Do you want articles that relate to 
where you are from? Do you want articles that may be useful to support other curriculum areas?  Are 
articles you selected of suitable length? When selecting articles, remember to record the version of the 
article that will be read as Wikipedia articles can change. Also consider if you want students to upload 
finished files to Wikipedia: Do you have the bandwidth or will you need some one else to upload? 

Materials:  Computers with sound recording tools that students can use and save work to in ogg  
 format 
 Printed Wikipedia articles 
 Student handout with advice on recording articles 
Procedure: 1. Have a discussion with students.  Ask students if they know people who cannot  
 read very well, who can speak a language but cannot read it or who have visual  
 problems that make reading difficult. Ask students about issues that may arise from  
 this: How do you communicate with people who have those problems in print and via 
 speech? 
 . 

Learning Area: :Language Arts  Grade Level : 9-12 Class Size: 
Timing: Three to four one hour class sessions. 
  
Topic: Chosen by students or the teacher. 
  
Curriculum Standard: 
Students will become competent speakers, listeners, and viewers, constructing literal and 
interpretive meaning from what they hear and view, and communicating effectively for a variety of 
purposes and to a variety of audiences. 
Apply listening and speaking skills to participate effectively in a range of practical activities and 
projects, both in school and in the wider community, including the workplace. 
Apply listening and speaking skills appropriate to Grade 9/10/11/12 level in the development of a 
media broadcast or presentation on an issue or subject of topical interest, using freely available 
downloadable sound-mixing software. 
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Spoken Word Wikipedia 

Procedure:  2. Tell students they will be making spoken word versions of Wikipedia articles. Explain  
 to students the purpose of spoken word articles on Wikipedia is to make knowledge  
 more accessible to people with site problems, who have difficult reading, who 
 learn better by hearing instead of listening, or  who can understand English when  
 spoken but not as well when written.  Show students sample articles.  Ask students 
 students what they may to consider when making a recording for people. Example  
 questions: How fast should you speak?  How loud should you speak? 
 3. Give students  the student handout with advice on recording articles and a copy of 
 the article they will be asked to make a recorded version of.  Ask students to practice  
 reading the article out loud for homework. Ask students to create lists of words they  
 are not sure how to pronounce so you can help them pronounce them correctly  
 4. Have students go to a computer with the sound recording tools.  Show students 
 how to record sounds, and how to save the files in ogg format (or save in another file  
 format, and convert the other format to ogg). Show students how to combine multiple 
 files into a single file.  Show students where to save final versions for assessment. 
 5. After students have taught how to record and save, inform students they have a  
 class period to practice saving and  working on recording practice versions of their  
 articles. Inform them they will make final versions of their spoken word article during 
 the next class period or other period, depending on the availability of computers with  
 sound recording. Give students a class period to familiarise themselves with 
 saving and recording. During this practice time, work with any students who have  
 identified words they do not know how to pronounce so that the students can learn  
 how to pronounce the words correctly. 

 6. Have students produce a final spoken word version of the article they were assigned. 
 7. After students have completed their final versions of their spoken word articles, 
 discuss with students issues of making the spoken word article. Did they figure out 
 the pacing?  Was it hard to go that fast or slow?  Was it harder to speak into  
 a microphone than to a person? Do they think others will be able to understand their 
 article? 
 8. Encourage (but do not mandate) students to share spoken word versions on  
 Wikipedia. 
Procedure for uploading to Wikipedia: 
 Before files can be uploaded, students need to allow the files to be copyrighted using a  
 Creative Commons license.  See attached page for students if this has not been  
 previously discussed in class. If students do not wish to share their articles using 
 this license, they should not be penalised as this runs counter to Wikipedia’s culture. 
 Student uploading:  Have students go to 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Spoken_Wikipedia/Uploading_guidelines   
 and follow the directions. 
 Teacher uploading: Ask students to write you an e-mail like the one outlined on  
 http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/OTRS .  With those e-mails, contact OTRS and  
 follow the upload directions. 
 Wikimedia Australia uploading: Contact Wikimedia Australia at  
 oceania@wikimedia.org.au.  Inform them your class has completed the Spoken 
 Word Wikipedia Lesson Plan.  Ask for a physical address to send a CD, DVD or USB  
 dongle  to send recordings of spoken to. When sending the recordings, include 
 e-mails or letters giving copyright permission from students that release their 
 work as Creative Commons licensed.  Also include links to the article versions 
 that students used to upload.  Wikimedia Australia will respond back with an address 
 and they will use their bandwidth to upload the articles. 
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Guide for Making Spoken Word Recordings 

Wikipedia Guidelines 

• Add a half second (500 milliseconds) of silence at the beginning of your sound file. 
This will eliminate buffering ‘hiccups,’ which may cause the first syllable in your 
spoken article to be inaudible as the file begins to stream (play). 

• Properly format the filename. It should consist of the article title in canonicalized 
form plus the ogg extension. If you upload it to the Commons, the title must be 
prefixed by "en-" to show that the recording is in English. 

• Treat links like text when reading. Any vocal indication of every link would disrupt 
the flow. 

• Speak more slowly than normal, by about 25%. You should have about 150–160 
words per minute so people can comfortably hear an article. Most conversational 
speech is at 200 words per minute or more. 

• Tell people where it's from. Begin your recordings with: 

  "Article name, from Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia, at E N dot  
 Wikipedia dot org." 

 

• Read out all headings as you come to them like this: "Section one: History", "Section 
two: Modern uses" etc. To make it easier to remember the numbering, go to your 
preferences, and under "Appearance" check the box "Auto-number headings". 

• If you want to upload your article to Wikipedia, tell people how it's licensed. 
Wikipedia articles are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 
3.0 Unported License. Spoken versions are derivative works, so end your recordings 
with: 

 "This sound file and all text in the article are licensed under the Creative  
 Commons  Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License, available at  
 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0" 

This article is almost complete word for word copied from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:WikiProject_Spoken_Wikipedia/Recording_guidelines&oldid=
435026035 . The text was licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. 

7 



S
P

O
K

EN
 W

O
R

D W
IK

IP
ED

IA 

Guide for Making Spoken Word Recordings 

Productions  Tips 

•  Warm up. The vagaries of the day can leave your vocal cords clogged, especially if 
you have recently been eating or drinking milk-based foods such as cheese and 
chocolate. Some gentle humming before starting to record can cleanse and moisten 
the vocal cords leading to a better sound to the voice.  

• Stay relaxed. Whenever you realize that your voice is becoming tenser than normal, 
or you're having more and more trouble speaking fluently, take a break, and resume 
when you feel muscular tension going away. Keep some fresh (not cold) water in 
reach, and drink some whenever you feel your mouth drying out. Also, speak 
outward, with your chin up. Posture and facial expressions can affect voice 
recordings. 

• Try standing up. If you think your voice sounds a little thin or lacking in expression, 
standing while recording might help. Radio announcers and actors regularly stand 
while speaking to lend additional depth and confidence to their performance. 

•  Speak across the microphone or to the side of it, rather than directly into it, to 
avoid pops and breath noise. A distance of several centimetres or inches away from 
the microphone is recommended. 

•  Volume levels — make sure your audio levels are high but not clipping and, if you 
can, compress and normalize your audio. 

 

For those unfamiliar with "audio" terminology, a brief description of these terms: 

            Compression is a dynamic levelling of audio, making loud parts quieter, and the 
quiet parts louder, so that a consistent sound level is achieved (on professional audio 
gear where 0 dB is maximum, −12 dB is a good place to level the average RMS for 
speech). Beware of excessive compression, as it will make noise stand out (even after 
noise reduction) and could exaggerate some sounds of speech. 

            Normalization is a calculated adjusting of audio so that the loudest peak is set 
to maximum potential volume, generally it is close to 0 dB (on professional audio gear 
where 0 dB is maximum, −10 dB is a good place to normalize the average RMS for 
speech). 

 

Mess up a take? — Instead of stopping the recording, just stop speaking, then speak 
out "three, two, one" and then start reading again. You can easily edit out the "flub" 
since the countdown gives you a cue on where to make the edit, and gives you some 
"silence" to edit in. 

 

This article is almost complete word for word copied from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wikipedia:WikiProject_Spoken_Wikipedia/Recording_guidelines&oldid=
435026035 . The text was licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License. 

8 



G
R

A
P

H
IC O

R
G

A
N

IZER
S O

N
 C

O
M

M
O

N
S 

Graphic Organizers on Commons 

Intended Learning Outcomes: Students will be able critically analyse a text to determine  what sort of 
graphic organizer would assist in illustrating parts of the article that may need clarification to further 
other people’s understanding of the text. Students will be able to identify and use appropriate sources 
when none are found in the original text.  

Assessment: Students will be assessed based the graphic organizer’s ability to support the text it was 
intended to illustrate, and the use of appropriate sources to support the information found in their 
graphic organizer. If students chose to upload their image to Commons, they will be assessed on that.  
Suggestion: Offer extra credit points for completing Commons portion of assignment. 

Preparation: Before doing this lesson, look at 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Specific_diagram_types ,  
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Chart , http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Diagram and 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Logic_diagram to familiarise yourself with the types of graphic 
organisers used on Commons and Wikipedia.  View a few graphic organisers / charts / diagrams on 
Commons.  Familiarise yourself with how existing  contributors use  descriptions and sources.  Before 
doing this lesson plan, find grade appropriate articles  in terms of topic or reading level that do not 
have graphic organizers already on them. The articles you identify will be used by students to create 
their graphic organizers.  If you need ideas for articles that could benefit from a graphic organizer, look 
at the articles included in http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Wikipedia_requested_images  or the 
category’s subcategories. When selecting articles, remember that students will need to be able to find 
sources. 
Materials:  Printed grade level appropriate Wikipedia articles 
 Sources, in print or online, that students can use to create a graphic organizer 
 Student handout with Wikimedia Commons Graphic Organizers examples 
 Student graphic organizer assessment sheet 
 Computer with a program to create a  graphic organizer OR a scanner 
Procedure: 1. Give students a copy of the Wikimedia Commons Graphic Organizers  handout.  Have  
 a conversation with students about different types of graphic organizers.  Ask them  
 to identify  some of the types of graphic organizers on the handout.  Discuss with 
 students when you might use different types of graphic organizers: You might use 
 a timeline to visualize history.  You might use a  flow chart  or decision tree  when  
 giving directions. 
 2. Give students a copy of a Wikipedia article and the assessment sheet. Review  
 assessment criteria with students.  Ask students if they have any questions.  For  
 homework, students should read the article, start thinking of points that a graphic 
 organizer could help convey and start thinking about sources they can use. 

Learning Area: :Language Arts  Grade Level : 9-12 Class Size: 
Timing: Two to three one hour class sessions. 
  
Topic: Chosen by students or the teacher. 
  
Curriculum Standard: 
Select the most appropriate graphic organizer to fit the purpose, and use it to visualize, analyze, 
compare, classify, restate or summarize a Grade 9/10/11/12 level text, including making notes on 
main ideas and supporting details and compiling a bibliography of works consulted. 
Use an appropriate graphic organizer to analyze, compare and contrast common themes and 
concepts in a number of related  Grade 9/10/11/12 texts.  
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Graphic Organizers on Commons 

 
Procedure: 3. On the second day, give students time to create graphic organizers either on a  
 computer or on paper if their graphic organizers will be scanned for uploading.  
 Make available to students reference materials to help them provide citations for their 
 bibliography in the notes portion of the assignment. Walk around the classroom and 
 provide students with assistance in defining words, thinking about where an article 
 might be improved by providing a graphic organizer, creating a bibliography or 
 finding sources. 
 4. Ask students to turn in the completed graphic organizer and notes the next for  
 homework and to upload their images to commons . The form to upload can be 
 found at http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Upload and students should 
 follow the example found on the Examples handout for completing the form.  If  
 necessary, extend time to research and create the graphic organizer for a third period. 
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Examples of Wikimedia Commons Graphic Organizers 
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http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Graha
m%27s_Hierarchy_of_Disagreement.jpg 
This file is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 Unported license. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Fil
e:Saxons.jpg 
This file is made available under the 
Creative Commons CC0 1.0 Universal 
Public Domain Dedication. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Decision_tr
ee_model.png 
This work has been released into the public domain 
by its author, T-kita at the wikipedia project. This 
applies worldwide. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Giant_planes_comparison.svg 
This file is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.5 
Generic license.  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
Flussdiagramm_%28Programmablaufpla
n%29.png 
This file is licensed under the Creative 
Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 
Unported license. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Phi
losophy_Venn_Diagrams_Png_version.png 
This file is made available under the 
Creative Commons CC0 1.0 Universal Public 
Domain Dedication. 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gluteal_Region_a
nd_and_Posterior_Thigh2.GIF 
This file is licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license. 
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Examples of Wikimedia Commons Graphic Organizers Descriptions 

Below are examples from uploaded images that have cited sources in their article 
description.  Your goal is to do as well or better than these: Cite all the sources you used 
and provide a detailed description. 
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Graphic Organizers on Commons Assessment Sheet  

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Article: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

This assignment has two parts: A graphic organizer and related notes, and an 
image that will be uploaded to Commons using 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:Upload&uselang=own
work .  

 

Assessment Criteria 

1. Graphic organizer illustrates a point that is unclear in the article, or that could 
be made more clear by the creation of the graphic organizer. 

2. Graphic organizer demonstrates knowledge about the subject of the article. 

3. Graph organizer connects several ideas, facts or concepts in a logical manner. 

4. Notes for the graphic organizer includes two or more sources used to get the 
information to create it. Sources should be formatted as a bibliography. 
Wikipedia cannot be used as a source.  Sources used on Wikipedia can be 
used if the information on the articles is not used on the article already. 

5. Notes should include why the type of graphic organizer was chosen. Example: 
A timeline was chosen because the graphic organizer shows events that take 
place over time as the exact sequence of events was unclear in the article. 

6. Notes should summarize and describe the information found in the graphic 
organizer. 

 

Commons Assessment Criteria 

1. Image has a description that includes all sources used to create the graphic 
organizer. 

2. Image has a description that accurately and thoroughly describes the 
contents. 

3. Image has an appropriate copyright, lists who created the actual image and 
the date the image was created. 

4. Image does not get deleted from Commons. 
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