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is to their poverty threshold. The 
income-to-poverty ratio is reported as 
a percentage that compares a family’s 
or an unrelated person’s income with 
the appropriate poverty threshold. 
For example, a family with an income-
to-poverty ratio of 110 percent has 
income that is 10 percent above their 
poverty threshold.

The income deficit or surplus shows 
how many dollars a family’s or an 
unrelated person’s income is below 
(or above) their poverty threshold. 
For those with an income deficit, the 
measure is an estimate of the dollar 
amount necessary to raise a family’s 
or a person’s income to their poverty 
threshold. 

Ratio of Income to Poverty 

Table 6 presents the number and 
percentage of people with speci-
fied income-to-poverty ratios—those 
below 50 percent of poverty (“Under 
0.50”), those below 100 percent of 
poverty (“Under 1.00,” also called “in 
poverty”), and those below 125 per-
cent of poverty (“Under 1.25”).

In 2009, 6.3 percent of all people, 
or 19.0 million people, had income 
below one-half of their poverty 
threshold, up from 5.7 percent and 
17.1 million in 2008. This group rep-
resented 43.7 percent of the poverty 
population in 2009. The percentage 
and number of people with income 
below 125 percent of their threshold 
was 18.7 percent and 56.8 million, up 
from 17.9 percent and 53.8 million 
in 2008. For children under the age 
of 18 in 2009, 9.3 percent and 6.9 
million lived in families with income 
below 50 percent of their poverty 
threshold, up from 8.5 percent and 
6.3 million in 2008. The percentage 
and number of children living in fami-
lies with income below 125 percent 
of their poverty threshold in 2009 
was 26.3 percent and 19.6 million, up 
from 25.0 percent and 18.6 million in 
2008 (Table 6).

The demographic makeup of the 
population differs at varying degrees 
of poverty. Children represented 24.5 
percent of the overall population, 
35.5 percent of the people in poverty, 
and 36.3 percent of the people with 
income below 50 percent of their 

poverty threshold. On the other hand, 
the elderly represented 12.7 percent 
of the overall population, 7.9 percent 
of the people in poverty, and 5.2 
percent of those with income below 
50 percent of their poverty threshold. 
For people with income below 125 
percent of their poverty threshold, 
34.5 percent were children while 9.7 
percent were elderly (Figure 6).46

Income Deficit 

The income deficit for families in pov-
erty (the difference in dollars between 
a family’s income and its poverty 
threshold) averaged $9,042 in 2009, 
which was not statistically different 
from the 2008 estimate. The average 
income deficit was larger for families 
with a female householder ($9,218) 
than for married-couple families 
($8,820) (Table 7).47 

Figure 6.
Demographic Makeup of the Population at Varying Degrees of Poverty: 2009
(Percent)

Note:  Details may not sum to 100 percent because of rounding.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
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Figure 5.
Demographic Makeup of the Population at 
Varying Degrees of Poverty: 2009
(Percent)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2010 Annual Social and 
Economic Supplement.
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46 The percentage of children below 100 
percent of poverty was not statistically differ-
ent from the percentage of children below 50 
percent of poverty. 

47 The income deficit for families in poverty 
was not statistically different from the income 
deficit for families with a female householder or 
married-couple families.


