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Russian Wikipedia is actively growing
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lag-phase

log-phase

“mature” Wikipedia

*559 000+ articles

*Will overtake by the
number of articles:

**Portugese Wiki on 12/10/2010
**Dutch Wiki 27/12/2010

**Spanish  Wiki 21/09/2012

data by Zserghei and project "The
Contest"



Russian speaking doesn't mean from Russia
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Image by Transparent 6lue

*Former Soviet Union including the Baltic States, Belarus, Ukraine, Kazahstan, Armenia, Azerbajzan

*Countries with large Russian speaking diaspora: Germany, Israel, USA



Main conflicts

*Systemic:
**Imaginary worlds;

“*Fair use exacerbated by the absence of Panorama
Fredom

* Content:

**Azerbaidjan vs Armenia;

**Russian Civil War (1917 - 1923);,

**Eastern Europe vs "New Imperial Russia" (mostly
Ukraine vs Russian Federation);

**Stalinists vs democrats;



Arbitration Commitee

A group of experienced users elected for a certain period to resolved disputes which was
impossible to resolve by any other methods. Arbitration Committee can use any practical

methods and sanctions that do not contradict to the rules of Wikipedia™.

*Also approves checkusers and oversites and makes requests to remove status



Arbitration Committee

*Organised in 2006;

*Elected twice a year for 6 month term by a direct open vote. Each eligible voter
can approve or vote against as many candidates as he wants;

*First 5 candidates with 66.6% approval rating plus 2 additional members can be
elected. Additional arbiters can take part in the discussion but can not sign the
decisions unless replacing absent or recusal arbiter;

*Discussions via Skype, logs of discussion are published after the decision. Drafts
of decisions are often published on special pages and amended according to
suggestions of other users;

*3 out of 5 arbiters enough for the ruling passed but usually all 5 approve.

*Arbitration Committee 9 (January - June 2010) had 56 arbitration requests, 39
were accepted.



"26 Baku Comissars" Cabal

*Azerbajzhani users organised in 2008 a google group with about 30 users for coordination
of their in-wiki action:
**Coordinated reverts and voting in admin and ArbCom elections;

*A ruling by ArbCom in spring 2008 established special editing regime for Armenian and
Azerbajzhani topics: one revert per article during 24 hours, a special group of mediators;
**Coordinated hounding of mediators with ArbCom requests as a method,;

*In May 2010 logs were made available to one of the Armenian users. Mediators refused to
deal with it.

*ArbCom case where involved users insisted that publishing was a privacy breach and
threatened a legal case.

*ArbCom blocked 14 users for the duration of 3 to 6 month with futher topic ban



The "GSB” Cabal

* The cabal named after its' organiser operated on an external forum-like site
during spring/summer 2007;

* About 10 people and around 50 sockuppets;
*Anti-gay, "new imperial Russia";
*Virtually no coordinated presence in articles;

*Aims: to hound "unsuitable" admin candidates, to elect "suitable" admins, and
ultimately the Arbitration Commitee;

*Arbitration Committee 4 election: supported neutral candidates in return for
future favours;

*Discovered in June 2007, sockuppets blocked;

*GSB published the cabal communication on the net in autumn 2007.



The GSB Cabal

Main result: with the exception of elections all questions
iIncluding articles deletion and introduction of new rules are

decided by a summary of the discussion and not by a direct

vote.



Metapedists
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*87 admins, 1 election per month in 2010

*Summing Up Users" (I'N) - summarise simple nominations for deletions and
delete articles via a bot. 26 users so far.
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*Switched on 5.08.2008, second after the German Wikipedia and immediately
resulted in the Arbitration Commitee case;

*Patrolling interface switched on for all autoconfirmed users 25.09.2009;

*Preparing to show patrolling interface to all users;



Flagged Reviews

/ Initial patrolling

*685 patrollers (100 edits in main space plus discussion)
and 726 autopatrollers

*Patrolling interface switched on for all autoconfirmed Statistics and images

users 25.09.2009 by GranD and Artem
Korzhimanov



Flagged Reviews

Secondary patrolling - monitoring the new edits
Statistics and images by

GranD and Artem
Korzhimanov



Incubator

Separate namespace where ultra-short or articles with questinable significance,
mainly from speedy deletion are transferred for editing

*V 1.0 "Meet and greet" — spring 2008 , current version started in 2009 by Samal.

*Indexing by search engines was switched off.
*Around 5 articles per day are created, 700 so far.
*During 2010 100 articles were transferred to mainspace Wikipedia, only 2 of them deleted.

*General trend is similar to the Russian Wikipedia: most contributors make one edit, several
work for one day and leave.

*But the few that remain seamlessly transfer to the main space.
*Advantage is mostly in friendly experienced users, which don't bite the newcomers.

*The project allows finding typical mistakes of the newbies and preparing manuals for them.



Mistakes report

*Adapted from Polish Wikipedia by Alexandr Sigachev
*For the majority of readers who are afraid to edit
*Located in MediaWiki:Wikibugs.js

*Activated by adding importScript( "MediaWiki:Wikibugs.js" ) to MediaWiki:
Common.js

*Added to the sidebar in MediaWiki:Sidebar
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Ha 37o% CTpasmue npezcTazness coofuesi 00 oumbnax, oTpaBnReNLE waTensvi Bromennm ¢ nowous opus «Coobusms 06 ousbxe.. [lasas dopuz
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Yrobe: gobasuTs cooduenme 06 ownbxe, kaxame 35ecs (B NONE «TeMa/3aron0BOK» BBEJATE KaIBAKKE CTATHH, B KOTOPOR Ofsapymesa ownbia).
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Russian Usabillity
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Caexve npasky i
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Cnpasxa === [JOCTUXEHUA ===

[loxepTeoearis * UeMnuoH Mupa cpeau 1oHUHopoB (2007 rog) — 7 MaTyel, 2 nepeaaqu

v Wy * BPOH30BbIA NPU3ep YeMnOHaTa MApa Cpeav MonoaexHsIX komaHa (2008 rog) — 7 Mat4ed, 1 ron

CCelnw cona
(:BH3aHHbIE MaBKH
JarpyuTo Qaiin

CnanrThadu L

*"Wikificator" by Ctac Kozlowsky allows automatically change dashes,
guotation marks etc.

*Links convertion by AlexSm chages %% % into words.



Russian Usabillity

CoxpaHss CBOW UIMEHEHUR, Bl COrNALIAETECE HA MX HEOT3LIBHYIO NYBNUKALWK HA YCNoBWsX nuueHanid Creative Commons Afiribution/Share-Alike 3.0 & v GFOL 7. Bel
COrNallAETe s, YTO NPW MCNOML30BAHUM CTPAHMUUSI, B KOTODYH) Bbl BHOCHIIA WAMEHEHUS, HA BAC ByayT CCLINATLCA, KAK MMHUMYM, NOCDEACTBOM runepcesinku wnu URL
Ha COOTBETCTBYHWYH cTpaHuly. MogpobHee cM. Yenosns UCnonk3osaHus .

OnucaHne MaMeHeHuid | /* JocTumenna */

BMKW®. | OGOPMN.  CTWNL OPEDOTP. | NyHKT.  WHTEPEMEM |KaT. Wwab.| Kygan. | gon.| WnnocTpauqa  ofHos.
] Manoe uamenenue (wroz07) ™ B crvcok Habniogerms [ TIOATBEPANTS HENPOBEPEHHBIE MAMEHEHIS
{aanuca'rh cTpaHuLy ) {I‘Ipenaapu‘renwuﬁ ApocMoTp | [EHE:EHHHE uamererna ) OTMeHKTS | Crpaexa no npaskam (8 HOBOM OKHe)

Ecrm Bbl He xoTuTe, 4Tolbl BAlW TEKCThl CBOOGOAHO PeAaKTMPOBANMCL W PACNPOCTRAHANKCE NHOBLIM XKENAKOWMM, HE NOMELLARTE WX cloga. Ecnu Bbl He RBNRETECH

ABTOPOM PAIMELLEEMOr0 TEKCTa, TO OH AOMXeH BbiTh AOCTYNEH HA YCNOBUSX, COBMECTUMBIX C YCNOBUMAMKM MCMONL30BAHNUA &7, W Bbl COMMALLAETECL CNELOBATL BCEM
COOTBETCTBYHOWMM TPEBOBAHWUAM MUUEH3NM.

BhiCTpas scTasKa: €» , = ... | {0} 10 0 [0 {411} <br /> &nbsp; #REDIRECT [[] [[Kareropws] {{DEFAULTSORT:) [VuactHic] {ul}

enfn el— —5 cll=</ll> <Safse ctmall-<ismalls <bigs<bigs> <sub=<isubs <sup=<isups <blockquote><blockquoles <poems<ipoemts <maths<mathe <gallery=</gallery> <ttsit> <code-<code> <source lang="">
</5ources <pres</pre> <nowiki=<nowiki> <includeonly=<fincludeonly> <noincludes<nainclude= _ NOTOC__ _ TOC__ _ FORCETOC__ [[ ()1 [[ {dwansm)|]) feemmans:]) [[wike]] [fen:]]

Pasgenl: == == ====== {[nogcT:Cnyseluce pasgenu]} == CM. TaKKe == == [IpuMeyaHUA == {[npimedanma)} == JTuTepatypa == == CoblNKK ==

Wadnoue: [{ti} {ilang-enf}} {{ref-en]} {{unicodel}} {{aarcToexa)} [{HeoaHo3HauHocTwl} {(BMkMpWuMpoBsaTe]} {{ywcTuTs]l ({nocToeepnocThl] {irgll {[Het karercpwi]} ([HeT wHTepBMkM]} {[HET wAMHCTRALMA])
{{Hapywenne aeTopexiax npas|ur=}} {{nopcT:Npennoxede K yoanexdio}) (K Goicpomy yaanesmo[} {{nogcT:Kopotkan crates}] {{3axpeimojH{3axpemo-koneul} ({Havano udTaTei}{{KoHey LUMTaTs!|MCTOHHK=]}

MeTounuin: cref=</raf= <ref name=""»</ref> <ref name="" = {nogeT A} {{HeT weTouHMKoB]) {{HET HCTOMHUKOD B paagens))

Comsoner: "~ E@§INe - =Nt AN Vol M st -x:°M23E LY G ¢ + ©@® ™ ({nopcT:ynaperue)}
rpevecciianpasur: A X BB YABEEZTHNOOITLIKKAAMUNVZEQoNmPpEZogTTYYvidpXxYywQw

He KonupyiTe TEKCTLI C APYrUX canToB (MCKNKoMeHus). MaTepuans!, Hapylwaiwlme asTopcxkke npaea, 6yayT yaaneHsl. Ybegurecs, Y4T0 BallM Npask OCHOBAHBI Ha
[AHHbIX, NOALAKLMXCS NPOBEPKE, W CChINANTECS HA MCTOUHMKW. paBbTe CMENo, HO AN TECTUPOBAHMA NOXANYHCTA MCNONL3YHTE «NECOYHMLY».




Conclusions:

*Russian Wikipedia is a rapidly growing project where most of
the decisions are made by discussion and not vote.

*Arbitration Commitee is an effective way to resolve large
conficts (and keep "mandarins” in check);

*Flagged Reviews are a worth having feature;

*A separate namespace for new editors is advantageous,
*Mistakes report allows readers engagement.



