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Monuments

Not memorials =>
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Philosophy

• Easy

• Fun

• Local

• Help Wikipedia

• Quick and visible results
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Goals (1)

• Freely licensed photos 

• Familiarity with Wikimedia Commons

• Facilitate heritage WikiProjects

• Connect online and offline
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Goals (2)

• Wikipedia is editable 
(really!)

• Capacity & community 
building

• Access to cultural heritage 
world (follow up anyone?)

• International cooperation
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Rijksmonumenten

• Buildings, 
structures

• NL: 60.000

• Lists

• Municipality

• Rijksdienst voor 
het Cultureel 
Erfgoed!



Wiki Loves Monuments

Photo competition: 

• 1 month

• Community

• Easy upload

• Good overview



Communication

• Facebook & twitter

• Partners

• Papers/magazines

• Banners on Wikipedia



Wiki Loves Monuments 
2010

Results: 

• 250 participants

• 8.000 monuments

• 12.500 photos

• Dutch heritage 
knows WMNL : 
Opening doors



WLM, the sequel

2010: Netherlands

2011: Europa



Wiki Loves Monuments 
2011

• Europe : 18 countries

• European partners

• Federative

• Based on best practices from 2010 
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Wiki Loves Monuments 
2012

● 35 countries world wide
● European and international partners
● Federative
● Still same principles
● International coordination



Tools

• We built a heritage 
database

• Tools for easy finding

• Statistics!
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Results (1)

• Freely licensed photos: 165.000 (2011), 350.000 (2012)

• Familiarity with Wikimedia Commons: 4000 new users, 
7.000.000+ hits on project websites (2011)

• Facilitate heritage WikiProjects: 18 (2011), 35 (2012) 
countries

• Connect online and offline: 

14 local events (2011)

 

Photo:



Results 2011 (2)

• Wikipedia is editable: 85% expects to edit more

• Capacity & community building: …

• Access to cultural heritage world : Europa Nostra, 
Europeana, European Heritage Days (CoE & EC). 
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• International cooperation: 2000+ 
emails, upload wizard for 18 
countries and even more 
languages, shared tools



Results (3)

• A lot of interest from other countries

• High satisfaction

• More than 400.000 objects in the 
database

• Partners love the 
project

Photo:





Future

2010: Netherlands

2011: Europa

2012: Worldwide!



All images are freely licensed CC-BY-SA (or 
more free) and are available through 
http://commons.wikimedia.org
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