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JTF-GTMO-CDR 15 September 2008 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Southern Command, 3511 NW 9lst Avenue, 
Miami, FL 33172   
 
SUBJECT:  Recommendation for Continued Detention Under DoD Control (CD) for 
Guantanamo Detainee, ISN US9EG-000190DP (S)    
   
 

JTF-GTMO Detainee Assessment 
 
1. (S)  Personal Information:   

� JDIMS/NDRC Reference Name:  Sharif Fatham al-Mishad 

� Current/True Name and Aliases:  Sharif Fati Ali al-Mishad, 
Ismael al-Masri 

� Place of Birth:  Shabin el-Kom, Egypt (EG) 

� Date of Birth:  14 December 1976  

� Citizenship:  Egypt 

� Internment Serial Number (ISN):  US9EG-000190DP 

 
2. (U//FOUO)  Health:  Detainee is in overall fair good health.   
 
3. (U)  JTF-GTMO Assessment:   
 

a. (S)  Recommendation:  JTF-GTMO recommends this detainee for Continued Detention 
Under DoD Control (CD).  JTF-GTMO previously recommended detainee for CD on 2 
August 2007. 
 
b. (S//NF)  Executive Summary:  If released without rehabilitation, close supervision, and 
means to successfully reintegrate into his society as a law-abiding citizen, detainee would 
probably seek out prior associates and reengage in hostilities or extremist support activities 
at home and abroad.  Since transfer to JTF-GTMO, detainee has expressed opinions 
indicating his future threat.  Additionally, detainee has provided conflicting information and 
withheld information of intelligence value possibly indicating his continuing support for 
extremism.  Detainee is assessed to be a member of al-Qaida who fought on the front lines in 
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Usama Bin Laden’s (UBL) 55th Arab Brigade in Afghanistan (AF) and is assessed to have 
fought against US and Coalition forces in Tora Bora.1  Detainee received training at the al-
Qaida al-Faruq Training Camp following his recruitment at a known al-Qaida network-
affiliated center in Milan, Italy (IT).  Detainee was reportedly involved in distributing 
extremist propaganda and maintains a cover story for his travel to Afghanistan, with the full 
depth of his involvement in extremist activity still unknown.  JTF-GTMO determined this 
detainee to be: 

 

� A MEDIUM  risk, as he may pose a threat to the US, its interests, and allies   
� A HIGH threat from a detention perspective  
� Of MEDIUM intelligence value 

 
c. (S//NF)  Summary of Changes:  The following outlines changes to detainee’s 
assessment since the last JTF-GTMO recommendation. (Changes in this assessment will be 
annotated by � next to the footnote.) 

 

� Added reporting of detainee’s training at al-Faruq 

� Added reporting placing detainee at Tora Bora 
 
4. (U)  Detainee’s Account of Events:   
 
The following section is based, unless otherwise indicated, on detainee’s own account.  
These statements are included without consideration of veracity, accuracy, or reliability. 
 

a. (S//NF)  Prior History:   Detainee attended primary and middle schools from 1981 to 
1991 and then attended a trade school, receiving a diploma in construction in 1994.  
Beginning in 1995, detainee served in a supervisory position at an engineering firm in Egypt, 
but he quit his job to travel to Italy.2  In early 1997, using his own Egyptian passport, 
detainee legally obtained a three-month Slovakian (LO) visa from the Slovakian Consulate in 
Cairo, EG.  He was unable to obtain an Italian visa in Egypt because he was too young.  
Detainee took approximately $4,000 US of his own money and traveled to Bratislava, LO 
where he stayed in a hotel for one month.  He did not work, meet anyone, or attend a mosque 

 
1 Analyst Note:  The 55th Arab Brigade, also referred to in reporting as the al-Qaida Brigade, the Mujahideen 
Brigade, and the Arab Fighters, served as UBL’s primary battle formation supporting Taliban objectives, with UBL 
participating closely in the command and control of the brigade.  Nashwan Abd al-Razzaq Abd al-Baqi, aka (Abdul 
Hadi al-Iraqi), ISN US9IZ-010026DP (IZ-10026), had primary operational command of the 55th Arab Brigade, 
serving as UBL’s military commander in the field. For additional information see 55th Arab Brigade 01-Feb-1998, 
FBI 3540-01548-026-0015, DIA CAR 55th Arab Brigade 18-Sep-2001, IIR 2 340 6362 02, 000440 SIR 04-Mar-
2004, IIR 6 034 0246 02, IIR 6 034 0252 06, 000078 SIR 14-Oct-2006, and Various ISNs COLISEUM ANS I005-
04-0132. 
2 000190 KB 05-12-2002 
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for the month he was in Bratislava.  In May 1997, due to an oversight by Italian immigration 
officials, he was able to enter Italy without proper documentation.  Detainee lived in Como, 
IT and worked various jobs mainly related to his skills in construction and engineering.3 

 
b. (S//NF)  Recruitment and Travel:  While on a work trip to Rome, IT, in April 2001, 
detainee attended the al-Markez Islamia Masjed (Islamic Center Mosque) where he met a 
wealthy Kuwaiti named Abu Saad al-Kuwaiti who bought cars for resale in the Gulf region.  
As they discussed religion and dawa (charity), Abu Saad stated that he lived in Kabul, AF 
and invited detainee to Kabul to do charity work for the Afghan people.4  Deciding to go in 
early July 2001, detainee departed Italy and traveled to Tehran, Iran (IR) where he stayed for 
five days.  Detainee then traveled to Mashhad, IR and on to Tayyabat, IR.  The Taliban 
registered his passport at the Afghanistan border and he continued to Herat, AF, finally 
stopping in Kabul.  Arriving in the Wazir Akbar Khan area of Kabul, detainee asked Arabs in 
the area for directions to Abu Saad’s house.5 

 
c. (S//NF)  Training and Activities:  Detainee stayed with Abu Saad and four other Arabs 
in Kabul for four months.  Detainee gave Abu Saad $2,000 US to help buy food and clothing 
for needy local Afghans to be delivered by truck from Pakistan.6  Anticipating impending US 
attacks, detainee and the other Arabs attempted to leave Afghanistan via Iran in November 
2001, but an Arab family returning from the Afghanistan border told them that the border 
was closed.  They proceeded to the Jalalabad, AF area where they spent the entire month of 
Ramadan waiting to cross the border into Pakistan.7  Following Ramadan, the group hired an 
Afghan guide who took them through the mountains to a small Pakistani village.8 

 
5. (U)  Capture Information:   
 

a. (S//NF)  Detainee fled Afghanistan with a group of al-Qaida and Taliban fighters led by 
UBL’s appointed military commander in Tora Bora, Ali Muhammad Abdul Aziz al-Fakhri 
aka (Ibn al-Shaykh al-Libi), ISN US9LY-000212DP (LY-212).  The group crossed the 
Afghan-Pakistan border in the Nangarhar region in mid-December 2001.  Their Pakistani 
contact convinced them to surrender their weapons and gathered the group in a mosque 

 
3 000190 302 09-MAY-2002, 000190 302 20-MAY-2002 
4 Analyst Note:  Dawa is an Islamic dedication to the spread of Islam through religious instruction and missionary 
operations abroad. 
5 000190 302 09-MAY-2002, Analyst Note:  The Wazir Akbar Khan area of Kabul was a former diplomatic district 
taken over by the Taliban and al-Qaida for quarters and training.  Many terrorist safe houses were located in the 
section of Kabul where the Wazir Akbar Khan Mosque was located. 
6 000190 302 09-MAY-2002 
7 Analyst Note:  Ramadan lasted from mid-November to mid-December 2001. 
8 000190 302 09-MAY-2002, IIR 2 340 6663 02 
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where Pakistani forces immediately arrested them.9  The next day they were taken to a prison 
in Peshawar, PK where they were held for three weeks and then transferred to US custody at 
Kohat, PK on 31 December 2001.10 

 
b. (S)  Property Held:   

 

� 500 Saudi riyals (SAR)11 

� A flashlight, batteries, prayer beads, and unidentified pills 
 

c. (S)  Transferred to JTF-GTMO:   1 May 2002 
 

d. (S//NF)  Reasons for Transfer to JTF-GTMO:  To provide information on the 
following: 

 

� Travel routes from Rome to Kabul 

� Facilitator and points of contact to include Abu Saad 
 
6. (S//NF)  Evaluation of Detainee’s Account:  Detainee’s account is only partially truthful.  
He maintains a common cover story of traveling to Afghanistan to perform charitable work, 
despite other reporting to the contrary by those with whom he traveled and fought.  Muhammad 
Ibrahim Awzar, ISN US9MO-000133DP (MO-133, transferred), stated that he, detainee, and 
Salah Bin al-Hadi Assasi, ISN US9TS-000046DP (TS-046), all traveled together to Afghanistan, 
which detainee continually denies.  Detainee has told several variations of his account, provided 
almost no verifiable details, and included very few associates, whom he identified by aliases or 
not at all.  Other than the general timeframe, his entire timeline appears to be fabricated.  Other 
individuals associated with extremist activity contradict detainee’s story and describe him as 
taking part in extremist activities.   
 
7. (U)  Detainee Threat:   
 

a. (S)  Assessment:  Detainee is assessed to be a MEDIUM  risk, as he may pose a threat to 
the US, its interests, and allies.  
 
b. (S//NF)  Reasons for Continued Detention:   Detainee is assessed to be a member of al-
Qaida who fought on the front lines in Usama Bin Laden’s (UBL) 55th Arab Brigade in 
Afghanistan (AF) and is assessed to have fought against US and Coalition forces in Tora 
Bora.  If released without rehabilitation, close supervision, and means to successfully 

 
9 IIR 7 739 3396 02, Withdrawal from Tora Bora Analysis 
10 000190 302 09-MAY-2002, TD-314/00845-02 
11 Analyst Note:  Approximately equivalent to $133 US. 
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reintegrate into his society as a law-abiding citizen, detainee would probably seek out prior 
associates and reengage in hostilities or extremist support activities at home and abroad.  
Since transfer to JTF-GTMO, detainee has expressed opinions indicating his future threat.  
Additionally, detainee has provided conflicting information and withheld information of 
intelligence value possibly indicating his continuing support for extremism.  Detainee 
received training at the al-Qaida al-Faruq Training Camp following his recruitment at a 
known al-Qaida network-affiliated center in Milan, Italy (IT).  Detainee was also reportedly 
involved in distributing extremist propaganda. 

 

� (S//NF)  )  Detainee is assessed to have participated in hostilities against US and 
Coalition forces in UBL’s Tora Bora Mountain complex, and participated in hostilities on 
the front lines as a member of UBL’s 55th Arab Brigade.   

 (S//NF)  Yasin Muhammad Salih Mazeeb Basardah, US9YM-000252DP (YM-
252), listed detainee as part of a militant group in Tora Bora commanded by Khalid 
Hasan Husayn al-Barakati al-Sharif, US9SA-000322DP (SA-322, transferred).12  

 (S//NF)  LY-212 recognized detainee as one of the Arabs who evacuated from 
Tora Bora in December 2001 and stated he saw detainee during the withdrawal 
toward Pakistan.13  (Analyst Note:  Contrary to detainee’s account, detainee’s 
presence at Tora Bora indicates that he probably fought as a member of al-Qaida and 
extremist forces commanded by LY-212, who was a commander of the 55th Arab 
Brigade.) 

 (S//NF)  According to MO-133, detainee, MO-133, and TS-046 traveled together 
from Italy via Iran to Afghanistan, where they informed the Taliban that they wanted 
to go to the front lines.  The three stayed at the Dar al-Aman Safe House for four 
weeks until Taliban fighters provided them with AK-47 assault rifles and ammunition 
from the front lines.  They flew to Kunduz and then traveled by truck to the front 
lines near Khwaja Ghar.14  (Analyst Note: The Dar al-Aman Safe House has been 
reported as a staging area for the transportation of Taliban fighters to the front lines at 
Kabul and Kunduz.15)  

� (S//NF)  Detainee trained at the al-Qaida sponsored al-Faruq Training Camp. 
 (FOUO//LES)  YM-252 photo-identified detainee as Ismael al-Masri, who 

graduated from the al-Faruq Training Camp in the same training class as Muhammad 
Salah Hussain al-Shaykh, US9YM-000233DP (YM-233).16  In another interview, 
YM-252 stated detainee and SA-322 were at al-Faruq at the same time, but not in the 
same group.17 

 
12 �000252 FM40 31-MAY-2005 
13 TD-314/33067-04 
14 IIR 6 034 0722 04  
15 IIR 6 034 1329 04 
16 �000252 FM40 26-SEP-2006 
17 �000252 FM40 31-MAY-2005(b) 
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 (S//NF)  Convicted Taliban member John Walker Lindh, when shown a 
photograph of detainee, thought he recognized detainee as a trainee at al-Faruq whom 
he believed to be Egyptian.18 

 (S//NF)  Detainee claimed he stayed at Abu Saad al-Kuwaiti’s house in the Wazir 
Akbar Khan area of Kabul for four months prior to attempting to leave Afghanistan.19  
(Analyst Note:  Detainee has not provided details of his activities during this period 
between July and October 2001.  Detainee is assessed to have attended training 
during this time period and fought on the front lines.) 

� (S//NF)  Detainee was recruited at the al-Qaida affiliated Islamic Cultural Institute 
(ICI) in Milan.  (Analyst Note:  The US Treasury Department described the Milan ICI as 
an al-Qaida logistical headquarters in Europe.  The ICI has been the center of several 
international terrorism related investigations and is linked to the Egyptian Islamic Jihad.  
The ICI facilitated the movement of weapons, men, and money worldwide.  The ICI 
further produced false identification, which probably included support to the Hamburg 
cell connected to the East African US Embassy bombings in 1998.   

 (S//NF)  According to Italian press reports and based on Italian law enforcement 
reporting, Abdelhalim Remadna, a senior al-Qaida recruiter in Italy and secretary at 
the Milan ICI, recruited detainee, TS-046, and MO-133, in 2001 to fight in 
Afghanistan.20  Detainee reportedly had links to an individual known as Es Sayed, the 
key man in the Milan cell, who died in Afghanistan in January 2002.  (Analyst Note:  
The Milan ICI was a known site for terrorist recruitment in support of al-Qaida.  
Remadna was arrested by Italian authorities and sentenced in October 2004 to seven 
years and nine months in prison for his ties to international terrorism.21) 

� (S//NF)  MO-133 stated that TS-046 introduced him to detainee at the Milan 
ICI.22  MO-133 said detainee was impressed by MO-133’s stories of the Taliban, 
training, and easy living in Afghanistan.23 

 (S//NF)  Italian police reportedly delayed and searched detainee, MO-133, and 
TS-046 together at the Fiumicino Airport in Rome when they left together for Iran on 
1 July 2001.24   

� (S//NF)  Detainee was identified as distributing extremist propaganda. 
 (S//NF)  YM-252 photo-identified detainee as Ismail al-Masri (detainee’s alias) 

who was selling video tapes showing the USS COLE bombing.  YM-252 stated 

 
18 JOHN WALKER LINDH FM40 12-SEP-2002 
19 000190 302 09-MAY-2002 
20 FBIS EUP20030201000138 
21 FBIS EUP20041008000050 
22 IIR 6 034 0715 04 
23 IIR 6 034 0715 04 
24 IIR 6 034 0520 02 
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detainee had copied information from the Internet onto tapes while detainee was 
working in Italy, and sold the videos after coming to Afghanistan.25 

� (S//NF)  YM-252 reported hearing that videos had previously been made of 
UBL’s speeches and of militant training in al-Qaida related camps.  The videos 
were taken to an unidentified place in Pakistan by Abu Anas, where they were put 
on the Internet.  Abu Anas had earlier worked in advertising before coming to 
Afghanistan.26  (Analyst Note:  Abu Anas is likely Ali Hamza Ahmed Suleiman 
al-Bahlul, aka (Abu Anas), ISN US9YM-000039DP (YM-039), whom UBL had 
placed in charge of the media center in Kandahar.27  YM-039 also reported that he 
handled footage of the USS COLE attack, which may have been the videos 
detainee downloaded from the Internet and brought with him to Afghanistan.28)  

 
 

c. (S//NF)  Detainee’s Conduct:  Detainee is assessed as a HIGH  threat from a detention 
perspective.  His overall behavior has been non-compliant and often hostile to the guard 
force and staff.  He currently has 74 reports of disciplinary infraction listed in DIMS with the 
most recent occurring on 20 May 2008, when he was found in possession of a bottle of 
Cataphyll with an unknown substance inside.  He has five reports of disciplinary infraction 
for assault with the most recent occurring on 24 April 2008, when he grabbed a guard’s arm 
through bean hole.  Other incidents for which he has been disciplined include inciting and 
participating in mass disturbances, failure to follow guard instructions/camp rules, 
inappropriate use of bodily fluids, unauthorized communications, damage to government 
property, attempted assaults and provoking words and gestures.  In 2007, he had a total of 19 
reports of disciplinary infraction and ten so far in 2008.   

 
8. (U)  Detainee Intelligence Value Assessment:   
 

a. (S)  Assessment:  Detainee is assessed to be of MEDIUM  intelligence value.  Detainee’s 
most recent interrogation session occurred on 25 July 2007.   

 
b. (S//NF)  Placement and Access:  Detainee spent time in Milan, where he was recruited 
at the ICI and was probably exposed to numerous Islamic extremists.  He was reported to be 
at Tora Bora and Khwaja Ghar and may have been present at other fighting positions against 
US and Coalition forces.  He was identified as distributing al-Qaida propaganda. 

 

 
25 IIR 6 034 0491 04 
26 IIR 6 034 0491 04  
27 IIR 6 034 0220 03
28 IIR 6 034 0137 02
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c. (S//NF) Intelligence Assessment: Detainee has information on al-Qaida recruiters and
recruiting tactics in Italy. Detainee probably has information regarding the front lines and
the retreat through Tora Bora. Detainee possibly has information on al-Qaida's propaganda
distribution methods. Detainee has been uncooperative during interrogations.

d. (S/A[F) Areas of Potential Exploitation:

o Personalities associated with the ICI in Milan
Al-Qaida and the Taliban
o Recruiters and recruiting tactics in Italy
o Fighting on the front lines
o Al-Qaida media operations
Individuals in detainee's group in Tora Bora

9. (S) EC Status: Detainee's enemy combatant status was reassessed on 15 December 2004,
and he remains an enemy combatant.

D. M. THOMAS, JR
Rear Admiral, US Navy
Commanding

- 
Definitions for intelligence terms used in the assessment can be found in the Joint Military Intelligence College

October 2001 guide Intelligence Warning Terminologt.
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