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THE HISTORIC HOME OF GEORGE POINDEXTER 
(POINGDESTRE), �CRISS-CROSS�, A PHOTO BOOK AND 

HISTORY, BEFORE AND AFTER 
           
  First named and known as �Christ�s Cross�, due to its shape, a cross, 
looking down onto the roof of the house from above, but later called and 
known as �Criss-Cross�, which is its name today.  George was the first 
Poindexter family immigrant to come to, and settle in America.  George 
immigrated in the 1650�s sometime before 15 Mar 1657 to Middle 
Plantation, Virginia, in what is now the Williamsburg and New Kent 
County, areas, of Virginia.  Some sources indicate that George may have 
actually first began to build Criss-Cross as early as 1685, but many other 
sources agree that the completion of Criss-Cross was in the year 1690.  
George only lived at Criss-Cross, about two years, after its completion in 
1690, since he died, on 15 Jan 1692, in New Kent County, Virginia.  
However, his wife, Susanna Poindexter lived there about an additional 
year, until her death in July, 1693.  Following both their deaths, their son, 
George II, lived at Criss Cross.  
 
  Criss Cross, described as an elegant mansion, for this early period of 
time, had a Great Hall, several bed chambers, a wine cellar, and a 
decorated Tudor tower.  It stands on a gentle knoll surrounded by 
cultivated fields and woodland and is reached by a paved state road, Criss 
Cross Road, then onto a sand clay driveway, off Criss Cross Road.  The 
house enjoys an immediate environment whose character has changed 
little since it was built late in the seventeenth century.  Although altered, 
restored and renovated, by the Harrison family, during the 1950�s, the 
house still retains its original overall appearance and important late 
seventeenth century detail.  Until St. Peter�s Parish Church, New Kent 
County, Virginia, was completed, being built, in 1701, Criss Cross served 
as the church�s meeting place for its first vestrymen and members.  
George was one of the first vestrymen and founders of Saint Peter�s 
Parish Church, as he was earlier, of Bruton Parish Church, in Middle 
Plantation�, now in Historic Colonial Williamsburg, where the church  is 
one of the most visited attractions in Colonial Williamsburg.  A plaque is 
still on the wall at one of its pews, with an inscription honoring 
Vestryman George Poingdestre, as one of the first vestrymen of the 
original church. 
 
 The brick house, thought to be the first brick house built in Virginia, is 
�T� or cross-shaped in design plan, and like nearby houses, at that time, 
Foster�s Castle, and the Matthew Jones House, in Newport News, Virginia,  
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it was a one and a half story house, with a two story single-bay  
projection, in the center of the facade. The original walls were Flemish 
bond, with glazed headers, constructed with unusually thick bricks, 
averaging 8 ¾� x 4 ¼� x 3 ¼�.  The foundation and outer walls consisted 
of mixed Flemish and English bonds on the main body of the house, with 
predominantly Flemish on the porch projection.  Much of the brickwork of 
the front wall of the projection was replaced when restored, but it 
retained the belt course which wrapped around the sides of the house, 
between the first and second floors and was made to break upward on the 
front projection to emphasize the front doorway.  This house was built as 
a Tudor-Stuart style house, with porch projections.  In the interior, large 
and long solid hardwood beams were placed in such fashion that they 
went from one end of the house to the other, which was most unusual and 
very costly during this period of time. 
 

George Poindexter moved from Gloucester County, Virginia, to New Kent 
County, in about 1681, and resided there until his death in 1692, at his 
home, Criss Cross. 
 

  Criss-Cross left the Poindexter family in about 1830, and in 1863, a 
county map shows that the S. P. Marsters family occupied Criss-Cross.  
The house was said to have been used as a commissary, during the War 
between the States (Civil War) and as a refuge for Mrs. Fitzhugh Lee, 
following the destruction of the nearby White House, by Federal Forces, in 
1862 
 

  This book is intended to be a �Before and After� Photo and History Book 
look at this famous designated Historic Home Place, in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, and the United States of America, as so deemed by the U. S. 
Department of Interior, National Parks Service, in the year 1973.  This 
distinction came some twenty (20) years, following Mrs. Gayla Smith 
Harrison, and her husband, Edward E. Harrison, Jr., making a decision to 
save and renovate this decaying old historic home in Virginia.  Their 
renovation and restoration plans were started in the year 1953. 
 

  If it had not been for their wisdom and vision to see how this home 
would look, if completely restored and preserved, beginning in 1953, and 
their tireless efforts over several years, and their dedication, to see this 
preservation project, of this property through, today, there would not be a 
Criss-Cross house which we know and cherish so dearly today. 
 

  Therefore, it is with great honor and pride that we dedicate this book in 
their memory, as both, have recently passed, as of the writing of this 
book, in May, 2008, and our hope is that the Harrison Family heirs will be 
remembered, in the history of this wonderful home place, for eternal time.      

                                                                                                         iii  



                                                                                                                                             

Biography of the Harrison�s 
 
Gayla Smith Harrison restored "Criss Cross," a rural home established in 
New Kent in 1690.  

A graveside service for Gayla Smith Harrison, president and CEO of E.E. 
Harrison Jr. Inc. in New Kent, was held Saturday, March 29, 2008, at 4 
p.m. at St. Peter's Episcopal Church in New Kent.  

The 87-year-old real estate executive died Wednesday, March 26, 2008, at 
her historic home "Criss Cross," the second-oldest home in New Kent 
County, which she helped restore.  

She was born atop a mountain at her grandmother's farm in Pembroke. 
Her father named her after "an exotic person he met in France" during 
World War I, said a daughter, Carole Miles of Mechanicsville, Virginia.  

Mrs. Harrison grew up in Princeton, West Virginia., and studied at Stuart 
Circle Hospital School of Nursing in Richmond, but did not graduate.  

Instead, she accepted a job as a research technician at Celanese Corp. in 
Narrows.  

With the advent of World War II, she joined the Women's Army Auxiliary 
Corps. She was stationed as a radio control operator in Carlsbad, N.M., 
when she met Army Air Corps Lt. Edward Eaton Harrison Jr. -- a Virginian 
-- on the post office steps. Because enlisted personnel were not allowed 
to date officers, she left the Army.  

After the war they married and settled in New Kent County.  

In 1953, encouraged by a preservationist architect who was trying to 
save old Virginia buildings, the Harrisons bought "Criss Cross," a rural 
home established in New Kent in 1690 that needed a lot of work.  

"My mother was a tireless person," Miles said. "She scrubbed the beams 
with lye to expose the original carvings on them. She took the paint off 
the original doors and off the ceiling of the reception room."  

The Harrisons had it ready for tours during the Jamestown Festival of 
1957, Miles said.  
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After living in Florida for several years, they returned to "Criss Cross."  

She became corporate secretary of E.E. Harrison Jr. Inc., a family real 
estate business that had offices in Mechanicsville and New Kent.  

"She took care of the work contracts and called the shots. My grandfather 
was the salesman," said a granddaughter, Elizabeth Seabolt.  

When her husband died on June 10, 2005, "she became the CEO. She 
really was a commander-in-chief," Seabolt said.  

Survivors, besides her daughter, include another daughter, Victoria 
Johansson of Vale, N.C., two sisters, Mildred Arnold of Princeton, W.Va., 
and Maxine Winfrey of Montpelier; four granddaughters and one great-
grandson.  

Copyright (c) 2008, Richmond Times-Dispatch, Va., Distributed by McClatchy-
Tribune Information Services. Permission obtained to reprint this article from; 
tmsreprints@permissionsgroup.com, 
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In Our Memory Now and Forever�����������.. 
 
 

                                                                                                                   
Gayla Smith Harrison                  
Born: October 5, 1920; Died: March 26, 2008 
 

 
Edward E. Harrison, Jr. 
Born: September 6, 1920; Died: June 10, 2005 
  

 
 

Al Hill 
                              May 13, 2008                            vi 



                                                                                                                                             

Interview With Edward E. Harrison, Jr. 
By Al Hill, November, 2004 

 
  During our visit to Criss Cross, in November, 2004, I had a 
personal interview with Mr. Edward E. Harrison, Jr., then  
co-owner, along with his wife Gayla, of the Criss Cross house. 
My main desire was to learn more about Mr. Harrison, himself. 
At that time he was the President and CEO of his real estate 
company, in New Kent County, E. E. Harrison, Jr., Inc., with his 
wife being the Executive Assistant and Co-Owner. 
 
  Mr. Harrison stated that he had been able to purchase parcels 
of land, a parcel, at a time, over the course of several years, in 
his real estate business name, which were a part of the original 
plantation of Criss Cross, when owned by George Poindexter in 
the late 1600�s. 
 
  Then I asked Mr. Harrison to tell me more about himself, and 
his memories went back to World War II, and his career as a 
bomber pilot and Lieutenant for the U. S. Army Air Corp.  He 
told me that the day prior to the �D-Day� invasion by U. S. 
troops storming the beaches of Normandy, France, which Mr. 
Harrison said he knew nothing about, until the invasion began, 
he was given an order, by his superiors, which made no sense 
to him, at the time.   He said that he was given an order to 
bomb the beach of Normandy the night prior to D-Day, after 
midnight.  As he flew over the deserted beach, he said he could 
not help but wonder, �Why am I bombing an empty beach?�  
But, he went on to say that his job was not to question the 
command, but instead, to carry out the mission as ordered, so 
he did just that, and then returned to his base. 
 
  The next morning, it became very clear to him as to why the 
command had been given.  With each bomb he dropped from 
his plane onto the beach, a fox hole was created to provide 
cover for our soldiers, when they came ashore, and were met 
with immediate enemy fire.  Therefore, there is no way of 



                                                                                                                                             

knowing the countless lives Mr. Harrison may have saved 
carrying out that midnight bombing raid over the beaches of 
Normandy, just before D-Day!  I told Mr. Harrison, he was most 
definitely a World War II hero in my eyes, as well as the eyes 
of thousands of others, whose lives, or those of loved ones may 
have been spared that historic day, which will live in all our 
memories, forever. 
 
  I then went on to explain that it was most ironic, that his 
mission in Normandy, was in the same place where the 
Poingdestre/Poindexter family lived, just prior to their move to 
the Isle of Jersey, one of the British Channel Isles, just off the 
coast of France, and I went on to say, that, indeed, he had 
more in common with the Poindexter family than just owning 
the house previously built by George Poindexter, and to this he 
added, �that is something, I never knew, but, now that I know, 
I would have to agree that I do, indeed, have more in common 
with the family than I ever imagined.� 
 
  My meeting, interview and conversation with Mr. Harrison 
was, without a doubt one of my most cherished memories of 
my lifetime.  He was truly a gentleman to me, and shall always 
be fondly remembered by me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

First Photo Taken of the Criss-Cross House Before 
Any Renovations.  (Photos Taken in about 1936.) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo of Criss-Cross Taken on or About 1925 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo of Stairway Taken in 1937, Prior to Restoration in 1953. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Criss-Cross in 1936 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                             

The Basement of Criss-Cross, Leading to the Wine Cellar, in 1936 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Criss-Cross, 1936 

 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photos Taken of Criss-Cross, in 1937 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo of the Ceiling in the Basement, Before Being Replaced Later. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo of the Under Side of the Sub-Flooring, for Upstairs, as Seen From 
the Basement. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Following Are Photos of the Outside Sides of Criss Cross While Inside 
Renovations Were Just Started. 

 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Planning For The Restoration of Criss-Cross, Using Architectural   
Sketches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 



                                                                                                                                             

                                      



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 

Following Photos Taken Just Following the Beginning of Restoration, 
 in 1953 

 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Criss-Cross in 1972, Just Prior to the Harrison�s Making 
Application to the U. S. Department of Interior to Have the Home 

Designated as An Historic Place in America, and the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, which was approved and awarded in 1973. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Following Are Copies of All Pages of The 
Application Made By The Harrison�s to the U. 
S. Department of Interior, in 1972, Seeking 
Historic Recognition as an Historic Place in 

America.  The Application also List the Details 
of ALL Restorations Made to Criss-Cross, from 
1953 to 1972, Even With Dates of Completion, 

By Stages. 
 



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             

 

 



                                                                                                                                             

 

 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Criss-Cross in 1985 

 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Criss-Cross Today, Some Fifty-One (51) Years After Restoration By The 
Harrison Family.  The Following Photos Were Taken November, 2004 by 

Al Hill, During a Visit by Al, and His Wife, Cathy Ann Poindexter Hill.  

 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Cathy on the Front Porch, Just Prior to Mr. Harrison 
Coming Out to Greet and Meet With Us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Owner of Criss-Cross, Edward E. Harrison, Jr., During Our 
Visit, November, 2004 

 



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             
 



                                                                                                                                             
 



                                                                                                                                             

 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

On The Way to Criss-Cross, the Turn Onto Poindexter Road, Which Takes 
You to Criss Cross Road, Then onto the House.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

This is the Driveway Off Criss-Cross Road, Which Leads Up to  
Criss-Cross, 9701 Criss Cross Road, New Kent, New Kent County, 

Virginia.  This View Shows The Earlier Mentioned Cultivated Fields and 
Woodlands, Criss-Cross is to the left, up on a Gentle Knoll.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo of Large Willow Tree to the Left Side (East) of Criss Cross 

 



                                                                                                                                             

Photo Taken of Criss-Cross, By the New Kent County Tax Assessor�s 
Office, Virginia, in about 1990 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

Information About Criss-Cross From The New Kent County Tax Assessors 
Online Data Base, as of May 9, 2008 

9701 CRISS CROSS RD 
MBLU : 23/ / 70/ / / 
Location: 9701 CRISS CROSS RD 
Owner Name: HARRISON GAYLA S 
Account Number: 23 70 

 
 

  

 

 Parcel Value  

Item Appraised Value Assessed Value
Buildings 182,600 182,600
Extra Building 
Features 0 0

Outbuildings 15,400 15,400
Land 609,000 609,000
Total: 807,000 807,000

 Owner of Record  

  
HARRISON GAYLA S 
PO BOX 207 
NEW KENT, VA 23124 

 Ownership History  

Owner Name Book/Page Sale Date Sale Price 
HARRISON GAYLA S  6/15/2005 0
HARRISON E E JR & GAYLA S 38/ 227  0



                                                                                                                                             

d Line Valuation  

Size Zone Appraised Value Assessed Value 
100.00 AC A1 609,000 609,000 

 Construction Detail  

Item Value 
STYLE Two Story 

Residential 
Grade: B+5 
Stories: 2 Stories 
Exterior Wall 1 Brick 
Exterior Wall 2 Vinyl Siding 
Roof Structure: Typical 
Roof Cover Asbestos Shing 
Interior Wall 1 Plaster 
Interior Flr 1 Heart of Pine 
Interior Flr 2 Vinyl 
Heat Fuel Oil 
Heat Type: FA/HW/ST 
AC Type: None 
Total Bedrooms: 03 
Total Bthrms: 2 
Total Half Baths: 1 
Total Rooms: 10 
Fireplace Masonry 

 Building Valuation  

Item Value 
Living Area 2,973 square feet 
Replacement Cost 304,338 



                                                                                                                                             

Year Built 1690 
Depreciation 40% 
Replacement Cost Less 
Depreciation 182,600 

buildings (click here for a list of codes and descriptions)  

Code Description Units Appraised Value 
1GBU GARG/BRCK/UNF  840 S.F. 12800 

ra Features (click here for a list of codes and descriptions)  

Code Description Units Appraised Value 
No Extra Building Features 

 Building Sketch (click here for a list of codes and descriptions)  

 

Code Description Gross Area Living Area 
075 0.75 story 861 646 
1ST 1 Story 1073 1073 
2ST 2 Story 627 1254 



                                                                                                                                             

BSU BASEMENT, UNFINISHED 861 0 
FCS FOUNDATION, CRAWL 823 0 
PEF PORCH,ENCL,FRAME 347 0 
POM PORCH,OPEN,MASON 363 0 
 Total 4955 2973  

Replica Room of Criss-Cross , from the Great Hall, of the 
Kitchen, Fireplace and Dining Room, c. 1690, on Display at the 
MESDA Museum, Old Salem, in Winston-Salem, NC.  This was 
Built as an Exact Reproduction of The Criss-Cross House, as it 

Appeared, After its Completion in the Year, 1690.  
(A little known fact is the actual construction of Criss-Cross was 

actually begun in 1685, but fully completed in 1690.) 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 
The reason this replica room was built and placed on display at the The 
Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts (MESDA), was due to its unique 
architectural design, for a home built in the 1600�s, due to the detail, of 
its interior and exterior, solid wood ceiling beams, use of imported brick 
and other woods, indicating that the home was built and owned by 
someone, who would have been considered very wealthy, during that 
time.  Criss-Cross is today only one of two homes remaining, in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, which was built using such materials and such 
detail design, both, the interior and exterior of the house. 

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos and History of the Matthew Jones House, Newport 
News, Virginia, Mentioned Earlier as a Comparative House Built 
During the Same General Period of Time, in 1727, as  
Criss Cross, Which was Completed, in 1690 

 

Situated on Mulberry Island in what was originally Warwick County, 
the Matthew Jones House illustrates the transition from the post-



                                                                                                                                             

medieval vernacular to the Georgian style. The main body of the T-
shaped house was probably built in 1727 for Matthew Jones, as 
suggested by an inscribed brick, although the large chimneys with 
divided stacks appear to survive from an earlier frame building. The 
Matthew Jones House is one of four colonial Virginia homes that 
incorporated a projecting entrance, which like its cruciform plan, 
exhibits post-medieval architectural traditions. The glazed-header 
Flemish bond brickwork is exceptional.  

       

 

 

In 1893 the original interior trim was removed and the upper level 
half-story was replaced with a full second story. A century later this 
artifact of colonial Virginia received necessary repairs and stabilization, 
and was opened to the public as a museum property by the Fort Eustis 
Historical and Archaeological Association.  
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Matthew Jones House 
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Historic Resources 
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