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. BOLVE LIVE BONE PUZZLE.

Carpenter’'s Limb, Crushed Out of

e

5 BRVEALS GOLD

.'AS MAP SHOWING SPOT OF

BURIED TREASURE ON SHELL.

.

.-Wares and Gets Wonderful Se.

cret in Return for His .
. Money, e
* Tyson, Vt—Ezra Burt, who lives

! ssout a mile east of tha Corners, has
" % hen which no amount of money will

“fey. It 18 a scrawny, [ll-appedring
Xrwi with bedraggled feathers and &
~getmi-bald head, and what is more it
“has 1aid only one egg in Its entire two

-, ggrain the farm affords.

S e egg

O el

“weere tired out.

"7 e found a map.

“khe treasure would be found.
- ¥hought he was
- fhe dollar.

) __b__'_..-_—-———nuney he found in the kettle- han

<. 'Mlown it out.
- +Sarpose an artificial wall in front of

~¢rars --existence. -Stll; old Betsy, a8
“the ken 18 called, has a niche in Ex-
re's heart, and gets the very best

The segret of all this {s that the
otsy l1aid contained on {ts
" whell a ralsed _water-line map of the

—zpot where old Jeremiah Rurt, Ezra's
- syeal-grandfather, buried his ‘gold at
" .mbe time of the revolutionary war, and

‘with the aid of thig map Kzra recov-

ii «pred the treasure. Just how much this

‘iwas no one has been able to find out,

-3t it 18 known that the mortgage oun
. “the farm has been pald off and the
*. Baet family {8 living In comfort.

The Burts gave up hunting for the
-seereted wealth 40 years ago, after
%hey had searched and dug unti]l they
They knew that the
' smternal Burt sunk his gold some-
~ where In the earth, and went off to
_war without telllng his family where
e had placed it, further than that it

‘[f', ‘was on the farm.

Last summer a gypsy came along
soelling beads and laces and offered to
&0 into a trance and solve the treasure
widdle provided Ezra bought a dol-

~7mr's worth of her vares. Burt took up
- 2be offer and in her tranca the woman,
“;;-mmdd that some day an old scrawny:

Pen would lay an cgg o which would
1t this were followed
Ezra
“stung,” but he paid

Nothing more happened until a

© anomth ago, when Betsy was found In
.uhe wood
" ‘move,
" “m hen {n her kitchen, Mrs. Burt shooed

box behind the kitchen
Horrifled at the idea of having

Jber out, and was surprised to find an
“wgg nestling in the sbavings. The egg

' &ad peculiar raised lines on the shell,
" uwnd Ezra was called. He remembered

‘the prophecy of the gypey and care
I!nlly studied the ghell. Sure enough
fhere was A map w'th a little star at

_dthe base of an old maple tree in the
. gsmgar orchard.

vo With a plek and shovel
T J!or‘!h and an hour

Burt set
later returned

“sw4h a discolored copper soap kettle
"";l)ear-y with gold. The family kept the

. smeeret until the mortgage was paid,
" 'when it became common property. All

«offorts to get Ezra to tell how much
Axiled.

- DPFERATES ON AORTA; MAN LIVES

Res Angeles Surgeon Performs Dell-

cate and Dangereus Task. ]
Los Angeles, Cal.—Twenty. feet of
- 'wliver wire cofled inside of the sorta—
: “Ihe great artéry leading from his
- eart—will probably save the life of
'Richard Wheaton, a retired British
~moldier, now a patlent at the county
umm He is recovering from one
Cef the 'most delicate and dangerous

- wperstions known to modern surgery.

~Tw. D. C. Barber, superintendent of
m hospital, performed the operation.

© The patient was suffering from an

“.mwenrism. At one polnt in the aorta
fhe wall of the artery was so thin that
wessure of the blood had all bhut

It was decided to 1in-

%e wounded spot. The artery was
‘dsclosed and a hollow needle was
Ahrust into it. The flne silver wire
was passed through the hole in the
mesdle. It was 30 filne that when the
" «ud came {n contact with the opposite
~wull of the artery It turned, and as
.more wire was pushed In it curved
<wound and round, forming s spiral
-She size of the artery, and thig trav-

. ,_“ .. Mounced he has sold his fancy pigs and

i e ek

“wled along the tube, bridging tho en-
’ hrgod space. ‘

- @illionaire Quits Raising Berkshires
~.on North Caroling Egtate. :

Asherville, N. C.—George W. Vander

. lﬂt has learned from a dosen years of

“ waperience that while it ia pleasant to
e a gentleman farmer and live In a
-'French chateau, surrounded by white
w%one roads, and have Jerseys and

;o Mooded horses grazing on thousands
.+ «ul acres of meadows, and thousands of
<. ahickens In the poultry yards,
b V‘Ierkahi'ro pigs of long lineage eating

and

" e corn his high-salarfed experts
" Mrow, 1t does not pay in dollars and

sty

: Therefore he cut down the poultry
- jrd several months ago, stopped the
*'vaising of doge, and now it 1s an-

®ili cease raising Berkshires because
J=ain were the persistent efforts to
-4srmlie the piggery pay.

The pigs have beeu sold to W. J.

- iCocks of Asheville, another nmttonr
S f.nork raiser. ;

“Pouccwoman" Wantod
Beattle, Wash—The city council
+Smance comumittee has recommended
.Ser passage a council bifl to sppropri-
‘ste §176 & month with which to pay
the salary and axpenses of a womaa
'police officer, whose duties will be to
"sdvise young girls and women who

T8 dangers which threaten tham.

'

zra Delivers One Dollar for Gypuy_ _

. WANDERBILT MQ8 ARE eoLD. ,

-.eome to the city during the falr against

-Shape, Made Ncarly Whale.

. — »
OfXland, Cal—To - plece together
the bones and flesh of a man's leg and
foot after they have been mangled be-
neath the wheels of a frelght car Is
the unique experiment belng made by
Drs. Hamlin, Smith and Reiole, who

were called to attend John Wright, a

carpenter, after he had been run over
by a traln. Two wheels of B box car
passed over Wright, crushing his right
leg between the ankle and the knee
and smashing his right foot from the
arch to the toes.

Wright is 49 years of age and re-
sides at 1766 Thirteenth avenue. He
was jnjured while walking from Mael.
rose toward Oakland. He had taken
the wrong traln from the Mole and
was walking back to- East Oakland.
A box car, which had been shunted
down a sawliteh, struck him, knocked
him dowun and both front trucks ran
over him.

The injured man prolested against

-__the. amputation of his leg and foot,

clalming that-if he Jost them.he would
no longer be able to follow his trade
a8 a carpenter, and that he was too
old to learn a new one. Drs. A. C.
8mith and George G. Reinle decided
to experiment and see if the Injured
member could be saved.. They called
ia Dr. O. D. Hamlln, chief surgeon at
the Emergency hospital, and the three
surgeons are handling the case.

The shattered pieces of bone were
taken by the surgeons and placed in
the position where they had been be-
fore the accident. After each vestige
of the bone was in its proper place
the mangled leg and-thé crushed foot
were inclosed in splints. By artificial
means circulation was restored Dbe-
tween the practically dismembered
parts. The doctors hope that the
shattered bones will ultimately heal
together and Wright wil! be saved the
use of his leg and foot, although they
will necnssa.rﬂy be weaker than for-
merly. - S

ALASKA'S MINERAL RESOURCES.

Enthuliastlc Resident of Territory
Talk- of Its Wealth. ’

aahington.-——Dlacussln; the great
mineral resources, Donald A. McKen-
zie of Cordova Bay, Alaska, sald that
those whose familiarity with the min-
eral resources of Alaska gives them
a right to an opinion believe that there
Is a large fleld for miniwg which can
only be developed by the construc-
tion of a railroad from the Pacific to
the Yukan basin.

“The time will come,” satd the mine
operator, “when we will have several
trunk lines, with many branches, mak-
ing the mineral-bearing parts of the
territory accessible at all times. These

schemes may appear visionary, but

when we reflect that Alaska, with its
primitive system of transportation has
already added to the world's wealth
to the extent of over $150,000,000 there
seems to be some justification for tbls
opinion. '

“The Klondlke gold flelds now pro-
duce about $10,000,000 worth of gold
annually, and \are, of course, {a Cana-
dian territory. The Fairbanks district
Is, from the standpoint of production,
the most important of the i{nland dis-
tricts, with an annual output of about
$9.000,000. Gold gravels lie at a con-
siderable depth, varying from 20 to
300 feet.

“Though the coal fielda of Alaska
lie only 25 miles from the coast, the
Pacific seaboard offers no good har-
bors. Plans &%re on foot for the con-
struction of breakwaters near Katalla,
which it Is proposed to connect by
railroad with the coal flelds. Another
plan 18 to construct a line from Cor-
dova bay, which means 100 mfles of
track. The coal of Alaska 18 highet
fn fuel value than any west ot the
Rocky mountains. : . .

TO MOVE TOWN ON ROLLERS.

Canadian Paclfic Will Transport Cow
‘Jey Two Miies to New Line.
Winnlpeg, Man.—A town will be

moved bodily from one site to another

in a few days when the Canadian Pa

cific rallroad begina work on the im-

provements to the line near McLeod,

Alberta, The company {s shortening

its llne between Framk and MoLeod,

and the new line leaves Cowley some
two miles to the north of the railroad.

When the residents of Cowley heard
this they appointed a delegation con-
slsting of the mayor and several prom-

{nent citisens, to come to Winnipeg

and Interview the railroad officials.

The company agreed to move the town

over to the railroad, lock, stock and

barrel, and will pay all the expenees
of moving. One by one the bulldings

—atores, business blocks and hotels—,

will be put on rollers and moved over

to the new site by traction engines.

This Barm Grows Higher,

Canistota, 8. D.—A few years ago a
farmer near Goliad bullt a stall barn,!
using green willow posts at the corner?
and all along the sldes. After a year
had passed he saw that, whereas he
bad put the floor on the ground, it
was then three feet above the soil.

The willow posts, instead of being
dead, were very much alive. In their
upward move they had carried the
barn along.

Last year the barn was on otilts
nine feet high, and the farmer put In
a new floor and surrounded the posts
with siding, thereby making a two-
story affair. There ig now a space of.
sight inches between the floor and
ths ground, and the owner expects
to have a threestory barn by 1910.
Eventually, he thinks, he may be
compellad to {nstall elenhor senlot
to rn.cb the upper ﬂoors
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PULAH FLOW GﬁUhHT

FRENCH SCIENTIST CL IMS To_
©" _HAVE BOLVED PROBLEM. -

A

y

Magnetic Currents Traveling from
Northern to Southern Extremities
of the Globe May Be Used by
f"Marl, Declares Expert.

Washington—To make some prac-
tical application of those vast mag-
netic waves that are coatinually flow-
ing between the poles of the earth has
been for centuries the dream of the
aclentist and the student of the nat-
ural laws of the universe. Since Ben-
Jamin Franklin caught the lightning
‘on his kite, and down through the won-
derful development of electricity and

its application to commercial - and
curative wusesa, {Investigators have
sought to discover and apply. the

waves that connect the poles with an
" Invisible aad never ending. stream of
energy.

That this has been done {8 the be-
llef of members of the medical pro-
fessfon and other scientifie’ men Ir
this city. Emile Bachelet. a Frenchs
scientist, recently from Europe, and.
pow in Washington, clalms to have
perfectcd a machine which has har-
nessed the magnetic waves as F‘rmll
Hn caught the lightning.

That the clalms of Bachelet are in-
dorsed by the medical profession and
by learned men of the physical
sciences 1s evidenced by the notice be-
ing taken of the invention and the ar-
ticles that are appearing about it in
different scientific and medlical jour-
. nals of the country.

Briefly stated, the principle of the
invention {s somewhat similar to wire-
leas telegraphy. Waves of magnetic
force that flow between the poles are
caught by the Bachelet machine, In
somewhat a similar manner that wire-
less waves are caught out of the alr
by the invention of Marconi. The In-
vention, like other great discoveries,
is not complicated. One can sit in an
ordinary chair, between the two poles
of the machine and feel flowing through
his body the waves that are flowing
between the polea of the earth, though
they are, of course, greatly modified.

It {8 well known that magnetism
and electricity are now conceded to be
the fundamental principle of all life
on this planet. The relation between
electricity and magnetism can be de-
fined by saying that electricity lg mag-
netism concentrated, and magnetism
is electricity diffused.

While the Bachelst invention at
present is useful principally for the
cure of various diseases, it is stated
that the application of the method to
catch and utilize he magnetic polar
waves will eventually open up a vast
fleld for other sclentific study.

In the North American Journal of
Homeopathy for January Dr. Theadore
C. Wirgins, & prominent BrooXklyn
physician, published an Interesting
article of the Bachelet invention, and
gave Instances of cures that -have been
made by it.

Dr. Bacheiet 18 in Washington for
the purpose of securing patents on
his invention, which have already been
granted. The machine will be pro-
tected by patent in all the countries
of the world, but the {nventor {ntends,
according to a statement he made last
evening to zllow {ts use by the medl-
cal profession. :

LIMITS “SPOONING” TO DOSES.
Ad. for Cook Says 3\, Hours Night-

ly is Enough Before Marriage.

Carbondale, Pa—Paying proper at-
tantion to the “spooning” proclivities
of the average coock, a householder ot
this city, who has had a long and try-
Ing experience with gervants, has in- -
serted - this adverﬂnement ln a local
paper:

“Wanted—Girl or woman to wash,
iron, bake, cook, serve meals and do
general housework for two persons;
eight rooms and a bathroom to keep
clean; wages four dollars every Sat-
urday night to one that can give eat-
isfaction. One afterncon off each |
week, besides every Sunday after-
moon and evening, but must return
and get supper every other Bunday.
Gentleman friend may be entertained,
but not fed, seven nights a week from
7:30 to 11, no oftener or later; this
gives one whole day, 24 hours a week,
for ‘spooning,” which' ought to sufMice
until after matrimony; then you'll be
lucky to get one day a month, If
these restrictlons seem unreasonable
do not consider this situation.” .°

SWAM IN LAKE AT FOUR A, ﬂ.{

To Win an Alaskan’s Bat Four Chica-
goans Took a Midwinter PlunPe. |
Chicago.—Four Chicagoans are suf-

fering from colds and chilblaine con-
tracted by a swim In the icy waters
of the lake at four a, m. It all came
about through a taunt of Julius Sing-
er of Alaska.

“You are smooth here in Chicago,”
he said, “but we've got it an you in
nerve. Why, up there we often go
swimming through holes in the f{ce.
You'd never dare do that”

State Senator McCarthy offered to
bet $100 that the crowd then preseat
‘was daring enough to take & plunge in
Laks Michigan if Mr Siager would
accompany them,

11 do better than that” answered
the Alaskan ‘T furnish & motor car
to take us to the bemch, and bring
ajong a Jot of bath rubbers, towels and
aloohol. And I‘ll uue tho bet” .

Bo blt.

s -

. N

e ]

o,

‘" LET CHILD SMASH TOYS.

N "Eﬁamh'mn Warns Mothers Against

the “Crushing of Genius.” .7

\'ew York. ——Suppose yorr--are the
fond and doting parent of a yog/thlul
and Imaginative child,
present a beautiful and attractive toy
which the child forthwith proceeds to
demolish, what would you do? Would
you admonish the child severely, or
would you even be led to inflict séme
sort of mild physical chastlsement for
what you consider the beginning of a
sinfu} tratt?

It 80, you would thwart an impulse
of eclentific investigation; you- wounld
dash to the ground a aplrit of Inquiry:
you would throw cold water upon the
Inclinations of an embryo explorer—
In sbort, you would be nipping the
_budding genius of your lmaglnathe
<hlld before it starts.

All this and much more Harold E.
Gorst, who has come over from. Lon-
don to tell us how modern education
i3 at fault,

What ‘makes the
child break his toy, according to Mr.
Gorst, I8 not the instinct to destroy,
but rather the craving to discover
what {8 inside 'and further the desire
of the voung prodicer ta utilize its
component parts by exerting ideas of
his own.

The whdle trouble with educntlon
both on this side and in England, Mr.

Gorst declared, {s that the talents and /

virtues which nature has bestowed are
interfered with by an artificlal method
ot stufing the Intellect with a lot of
useless rules and dates which do noth-
ing toward fitting the average person
for the place he is intended to fill,

"Remember this,” admonished Mr.
Gorst, “every time you drive a fact
into a child’s head vou drhe out an
idea of his imagination.”

HERMIT AWES BRIDGE

MEN.

Thrice Foretells Destruction by Flood
© . and Names Exact Dates.
Muskogee, Okla.—On the banks of

the Canadlan river, near Porum, in a.

_Jog but, lives Plerre Davls, an aged

hermit, who has aon accurately fore-
told the weather conditions that work-
men on the Midland Valley rallroad
regard him with superstitious awe.
Three times he has predicted floods In
the Canadian river and every time hig
predictions were accurate.

While workmen wersg comp{etlng a
new bridge to replace one. washed
away the hermit made his first appear-
snce. For a time he regarded the
bridge workers silently. Then he
spoke to the foreman o6f the gang.

“You Bee lttle water in the river
bed now,” he said; “but in thirty days

the floods wiil come and the bridge

will be carried away.”

Exactly 29 days later the flood cama
and the rallroad bridge was swept
away. The bridge was rebullt twice
and.twice washed away on the exact
dates predicted by the hermtt.

Undaunted, the company again re-

bullt the structure, completing it on

December 3, and the hermit prophe-
sled that no trains would go over It
untll December 15. This prophecy also
proved true.

The hermit i|s a man more than six
feet tall and finely built, though age
is beginning to tell on him. He has
lived for 30 years in a cabin on the
banks of the Canadian river, and dur-
Ing all that time has never been fur-

ther from his home thm Porum six
" miles away. :

" FINES SEVEN MEN $210,000,000. ¢

Goorgln Court Outdoes Landis,. Com.
- promising at $1 Each, j

Augusta, Ga.—"I'll go Judge Landis
one better and make the fine $30,000,-
000,” said Recorder Plcquet in tmpos-
ing sentence upon seven negroes con-
victed of violating the health ordi-
nance In allowlng garbage 1v accumu-
late on their premises. The fine of $30.
000,000 was imposed upon each of the
defendants, a total of $210,000,000.

Appreciating thelr inablilty to pay
any such fine—flgures within them-
selves absolutely beyond their compre-
henslon—the negroes sank to the
bench with groang and starlng eyes.
They feared that fallure to meet the
court's demands in the coin of the
realm meant life servitude in the penf-
tantiary.

When the uproarious laughter
roused by the announcement of the
court’s decision had subsided, Re-
corder Plcqnét suspended the sen-,
tenceg upon oondition that each of
the defendants deposit one dollar with
the clerk.

The ordinance under which the aen-
tence was imposed provides that the
court “may Iimpose any fine
sees fit.”

)

./m1G POOL 18 VANISHING.

Earthquake Accused of Affecting Body

. of Water in Maryland. '

Balt!more, Md.—Big pool, or the
Chesapeake & Ohio canal, a famous

fishing ground and one of the finest '

bodles of water in the. western part
of Maryland, is gradually disappear
ing. For several weeks tt has been
noticed that the water has been grad-

nally receding and measurementa show

that it has been sinking at the rate
of about eight inches a day.

The sinking of the water {s a mys-
tery. It is the belief of some that
the body of Martin Kinsell, the old
bostman who disappeared two years
ago, and who was belleved to lhave
been robbed and murdered, was
thrown into the Big pool, and that the
docline of the waters will disclose the
whereabouts of his body.

Others think the recént enrthqunc
had something to do with it

to whom you~

explained to the members” .
" of the Women's [’nlverslty club the-
“other afternoon.

he'

_the bachelors.

- of Telegraph Companies. R
Washington.—The report of *he com-
missioner of labor, Charles P Neil,
upon the telegraph companies, as  di-
rected by Lhe senate resolution of May
28 was transmitted to the senate a tew
days ago. The report deals with meth-
ods of handling the public's business,
hours, wages and conditions of labor of

telegraph employes. Receipts and ex.
penditures for a period of  five years
are reported " for the Western U'nion

only. [n the matter of handiing the
public’'s business, the report indicates
that messuges are classified and that

certain classes of business have pref. -

erence over others. The toll rates are
compared for the years 1873, 1883 and

. 1308 between various points and the

telegraph’ rates in huroppan countries
are given. The subject of filing time
fs discussed. The report takes up the
matter. of wages and working condi-

tlons, dealing with the subjec] of over.

time, typewriters and t(he hlacklist.
The rates of wages. and earnings for
the months of April, 1907 and 1908, ara
tabulated somewhat {n detail and show
a decrease in average rate tn most of
the citfes for both the Western Union
and Postal companies. The decrease
In average rate of wages for the Paostal
company is not so great as that shown
for the Western Union. nor is there a
decrease in 8o many citles.

A table glven shows the highest av-
erage monthly wages paid op+rators In
130% by the Western Uninn was $79 40,
{n Mobile, Ala, while the lowest aver-
age was $50.79, in Buffalo. The aver-
age for Chicago was $66.09. The high-
est monthly average paid by the Postal
company in 1908 was $X&9% in San
Francisco. The lowest was $55.99 in
Philadeiphia. The Chicago average
was 370.04. The highest average paid
In" 1883 was $82.64, in New Orleans.
The average pald ln that r.ty in 1908
was $59.70. : :

‘TO ABOLISH MARRIED  FLIRTS.

A Dn:tmctlve Title. Suggested for Men
w|th Wives. -
Chicago.—-“’hat gort of g3
should a married man bear®
A state law may decide this ques-
tlon if the proposition put up to Sen-
ator Samuel A. Etlelson goes through,
The senator has been approached by
a pumber of unmarried women who
say that married men are constantly

title

‘Imposing upon them because it i3 im-

poesible from a pialn introduetion of
“mister” to tell whether they are mar-
ried or not.

Senator Ettelson is considering the
matter, ‘

“The married men nnght to he seg-
regated,” saild he. “An unmarried
woman {8 ‘Miss,” a married woman
‘Mrs. That arrangement is highly
satlsfactary. It s calculated to pro-
mnte harmony between the sexes.
Now, {f the thing works one way, why
wom't {t work the other? Let us dif-
ferentiate between the benedicts and
Lt us make it a fel-
ony for a married man to use the'
bachelor’s title. The change wil] be
for the good of society. It will he a
bulwark for the homa. It will protect
susceptible unmarried women. It will
abolish at one blow all the mnrried
fitrts.” : '

? "7

‘HOUSE I8 FULL OF SBECRETS.

Hldden atalrcnct and Tunne! to Clvo

-~ Found in Old Home.
. Cleveland, 0.—Queer old seeret tun.
neis, huilt sixty or seventy years ago,
and leading from one of Cleveland’s
oldest residences to artificlal caves in
the hillslde above the Cuyahoga river,
have been discovered In the demolition
of the old W. J. Gordon homestead, on
West Ninth street, opposite Lakeside
avenue. W. J. Gordon, who gave Cleve-
land’s largest park to the efty, was the
grandfather of Dalsy Gordon Hanua
Patton of New York, divorced wife of
Dan R. Hanna.

Secret stairways and hldden closets
abounded throughout the building and
were located on every floor, secret
cabinets being found even in the gar-
ret near chimneys. Just what purpose
the tunnels aad strange compartments
served nobody seems to know.

Gordon was always consldereq ee-
centrie, but his oddities in the con-
struction of his home and grounds
were never brought to light. He wag
for years one of the largest wholesale

¢ Hquor dealers In the central west.

: Boy Makes Wireless Discovery.

Portland Me; — Edward ' Spencer
Rogers, 17 years old, 69 High street,
has made a startling discovery at his
amateur wireless telegraph station,
and has demonstratad to many people
that what he olalmed had been done
could easlly be accomplished. The
discovery is that by using an ordinary
spark coll vibrator as generally used
on automobiles and motor boats mes-
sages may be easily transmitted with.
out grounding the vibrator.

The other night young Rogers waa
reading messages from the station at
Wellfleet on Cape Cod to outgoing
ocean steams » when he was inter.
ruptled by strange signs. It was ascer-
tained later they came from the vi-
brator of an sairship being tested In

a near-by garage by Prof. Joseph La
Roux.

Grave Diggers Are Barred.

New York.—The occupation of dig-
ging graves is not to be regirded as
a building trade according to a decie-
fon of the Butlding Trades council of
Greater New York. Acoordingly, an
application ef the Grave Diggere’
union for membership in the counecil
was rejected. Grave digging was held

" tabea milcellaneoua trade.
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© GREAT LOSS YEARLY.
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FO"eigr\era Find it Hard to Underctand

" Extravagance and Recklsssness
.in the Handling of Fire by
Americans.

Philadelphia.—Eighty million per-
sons in the United States use as many
matches ag the 800,000,000 jn the rest
of the world, according to wtatistics
compiled by the
Protective alsociation.

“This 18 a startling cnmmehtary np-
on the Awmerican nation,” adds the as-
sociation;
thar we are the most wasteful and ex-
travagant nation in the entlre world.”

It was to consider the problem of

fire waste and other plans for the cop-

servation of the-nation's natural re-
sources that President Roesevelt Jast
year called together tn Washinz'on

the governors of every state and un-
pressed- upon them the necessity for

co-operation in malntaining these re-
sourdes. No question discussed at the
conference received as much attention
as did rthe matter of the country’s
fire loes and plans whereby it can be
reduced.

To the match, the
match, is due much of the credit for
the ¢normous fire losses in all parts
of the world since firgr the “lucifers”
were tnvented. If one is in need of a
match, anywhere i{n continental Eu.
rope, he must geek 1t in ity proper
place. Marches are not wasted In the
old world  Centurfeg of rtraining in
thrift ant econsmy have made the
European conscious of the fact that
wmatches cost money. .

Where does one find them in Amer-
ica? They are in almnst every room.
1o almost every building, public or
private.  The American breathes Im-
precation {f he cannot, at any moment
of the day or night, reach out his
hand and find a matech. They repose
in the pocket and linings of every old
coat and v.aiqtmat théy are Btal[PrPd
about desk and bureau Arawers, they
are found fin accumulations’ of rub-
hish, they are A0 carelessly thrown
about that rats and mice have adopt-
ed them as a standard articls for
home bHnilding. certain always of an
avatiable supply.

The burden of this extravagance.
however, {s not confined Lo the cos! of
the matches themselves. This lttle
article, unknown unti! 1832, has been
doing {18 best ever aince Its creatfon
to destroy the world It was destgnad
to serve. The assistance given it as
an instrument of dastruction by the
carelessness of the American peopls
is & matter of amazement to Furo-
pean countries.

The average per capita praperty
loss by fire in central, western and
southern Europe is 23 cents: {n the
United S8tates the average i3 $3.02.
The reason for this astonishing condi:

tion is obvious the moment conditions

are scrutinized. Men reputed to be
good fathers have been known to light
cigars in the hallways of their homes,
throw the match in the genera! direc-
ton of the cuspidor, and go out: to re-
turn in half an hour to sea firemen
resculng  thetr sleeping children from
second-story windows, ,

In Massachusetts last year there

were 5,794 fires, 1.230 of which, entail- -

fng a loss of $658.346, were caused by
matehes,

The fire marshal of Wisconsin says
that during a period of 60 days 25
fires in bis state, involving a property

loss of $106,327, were t-areable direct-

ly to the “parlor” match.

"In Oblo. another of the few gtates
giving attention to needlessfire waste,
the fire marshal declares that match
fires constitute a “continuous perform-
ance” at a cost of half a million dol-
lars a year. In one year of 446 fires
from matches in this state 122 were
caused by children, 298 by the care-
legsness of adults and 26 by rats and

mice—also through carelessness of
adults.

Thirty-six women and children ware -

burned to death in Ohlo through hav-
ing their clothing fired by matches.
Of these, who suffered death in fts
most horrible form, 30 were children
playing with matches left carelessly
within their reach and six were wom-
en whose clothing took fire from fy-
Ing match heads. Among these are
not included five mothers who were
burned to death while trying to save
the llves of their burning children.
The number of persons burned to
death in the Unlted States each year
by the parlor match is hetween 800
and 900, and tbe property loss is more
than $2,000,000. The “parlor’ match
is the common variety, which can be
ignited upon any hard surface, as dls-

tinguished from the “safety’ match,

which cannot ordinarily be fgnited ex-
cept upon the box in which it is sold

National Fire :

and supports the contention = -

simple Ifttle -

/

Colloctor Makes a Record. '

Clinton, Mass.—What is believed to
be a record for towns of Clinton's size,
15,000 population, has this year heen
established by Charles E. Shaw, town
treasurer, In that he has collected a.
tax levy of $163,000, every dollar col-,
lectible.

His annual report shows that, ot the
total tax levy, there is now due the
town 371, but since his hooks were
closed one of the five uncollected bils
has been paid; two others are em
estates that are In the bankruptey
court, and payment must awalt the
settlement of the affairs of the two
small insolvent companies. The other
lwo estates are found to be wWrong-

flly assessed, a.nd the tues uncol-
tectible. - D '




